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by Julie Douglas
Hatchet Reporter
GW is not in full compliance with
a new federal law mandating that all
textbook information be available to
students when they register for classes.
The Higher Education Opportunity Act – which went into effect July 1
– requires all universities that receive
federal funding provide students with
information about textbook pricing
when they register for classes. Even
though registration began this week,
not all classes have proper book information listed on the University’s
schedule of classes website.
For classes that do not have the
proper information, a “Books” link to
the right of every class listing on the
website directs users to a page that
says, “To Be Determined. Course Material selections are still under review
by department.”
If a University is not in compliance with the law, the Department of
Education would not take any action
to enforce it, Sara Gast, a public affairs specialist from the Department
of Education said. The Department of
Education does not keep track of who
follows the guidelines.
“As stated in the statute, the purpose of the provision is not about
compliance and enforcement but rather, it’s about transparency and encouragement,” she said.
University Provost and Executive
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Steven Lerman said GW is working
on getting complete book lists for all
See TEXTBOOKS: Page 6
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Four Greek-letter chapters are under investigation for hazing allegations, University officials confirmed Wednesday. Another chapter is under investigation for undisclosed reasons.

Five Greek chapters under investigation
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Campus News Editor
An unprecedented five Greekletter organizations are under investigation by the University, but
officials are releasing few details
about the nature of the allegations
against the chapters.
Pi Kappa Alpha, Sigma Phi
Epsilon, Delta Gamma, and Kappa
Kappa Gamma are all under investigation for allegations of hazing,
Assistant Dean of Students and Director of Student Judicial Services

Tara Pereira said. Pi Kappa Alpha
and Sigma Phi Epsilon are currently suspended by their national
organizations through the investigations’ completion, and could
possibly last longer depending on
what the investigations yield.
The “interim suspension of
recognition” for Pi Kappa Alpha
and Sigma Phi Epsilon means
neither chapter is permitted to
conduct any operations, including membership meetings, philanthropy events or mixers, Pereira
said. Such suspensions typically

last through the investigation and,
if appropriate, the subsequent judicial process.
Pi Kappa Phi is also under
investigation by the University.
Pereira would not elaborate on
what the fraternity is under investigation for, but said the allegations
are not related to hazing. A representative for Pi Kappa Phi confirmed the national organization is
working with GW but declined to
share the nature of investigation.
The Hatchet first reported that
Kappa Kappa Gamma was under

by Ashley Larkin
Hatchet Reporter
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Students pick up their "I'm Gay for Today" T-Shirts in Kogan Plaza. The campaign is a silent protest against the
Westboro Baptist Church – the anti-gay group that plans to protest on campus Thursday.

Class Gift lauds donors with 'honor roll'
The Senior Class Gift Committee made its list of student donors
public for the first time, a change
that mirrors a nationwide trend
of universities seeking alternative
ways to increase pre-graduation
donations.
This year ’s committee hopes
putting a name on each gift received will encourage more than
half of this year ’s class to make

monetary contributions - 40 percent of seniors digged into their
wallets last year.
“This is the first year that
we have recognized donors in
an ‘honor roll’ on our website,”
Coordinator of the Senior Class
Gift Eric Thibault said. “Seniors
do have the option to opt off the
honor roll list if they choose, as
directed in their thank you e-mail
for their gift.”
Thibault
said
publicizing
GW's student donors is in no way

meant to shame unwilling students into giving to the class gift
fund, which happened at Cornell
and Dartmouth universities last
spring.
In a case at Dartmouth, the
one student who declined to participate was publicly scrutinized
by campus leaders in the student
newspaper for refusing multiple
requests to help the school reach
its broad goal of a 100 percent
See SENIOR GIFT: Page 5

Hogan readies
for run at NCAA
championships
Cross-country star
prepares for final
races of her GW
career. • Page 10

Some of the biggest hubs for student life are set to receive the new
GWorld card readers in the coming
months, forcing those who do not
yet have a GWorld 2.0 card to make
the switch.
The new card readers – which
use tap rather than swipe technology
– will be installed in Gelman Library
Nov. 15. Residence halls have already
been switching over, and J Street dining locations will change within the
next few months, Ed Schonfeld, senior associate vice president of administration, said.
More than one-fifth of the
500 readers on campus have
already been changed.
While Schonfeld said
no hard deadline to switch
to the new GWorld 2.0 card
exists, students without the
new cards will not be able to
get into locations with the updated card readers.
“There is no specific
deadline to get the new card,”
Schonfeld said. “However,
the new tap to access readers being installed over the coming
months throughout our campuses
will only work with the new GWorld
cards.”
The University had encouraged
students and faculty to get new
GWorld 2.0 cards by the end of October, giving an Oct. 22 deadline before
new readers began to be installed on
a wider scale. More than 29,000 cards
have been issued, up from 19,000 at
the end of August, Schonfeld said.
“I think the vast majority of students have their cards, but for those
who have yet to receive them, we
will put signs up two weeks in advance” of the card readers changing,
Schonfeld said. There is no charge to
get a new card.

As with any new technology,
issues with the new system have occurred, but Schonfeld said the number of malfunctions is small.
“Feedback has been very positive,” he said. “I think people understand that the new cards are an
improvement.”
Some off-campus locations have
not yet switched to the new system,
and some have dropped the GWorld
system all together, as the University
requires off-campus GWorld vendors to pay the cost of upgrading
to the new machines themselves,
Schonfeld said.
“The costs of the equipment

Elizabeth cookson | hatchet photographer

were the same or even less than they
were under the old system,” Schonfeld said, declining to name a specific
price.
He said a few vendors, including Esteem Cleaners, have chosen to
leave the program, saying those who
dropped the system were discouraged by the lack of student business,
not by the new system.
Schonfeld said the University
is currently concentrating solely
on implementing the new GWorld
readers, rather than on accepting
new GWorld vendors. The news
means that McFadden’s – long considered a new vendor possibility –
will remain without GWorld at least
until 2011. u
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University rolls out first
tap-and-enter systems

SilentSupport

by AMY RHODIN
Campus News Editor

investigation for allegations of
hazing and underage drinking last
month, and Pereira said no final
decisions about the sorority have
been made, and that the University is still in a fact-finding phase
into the alleged incidents.
Rumors radiated through campus following the series of hazing
allegations. On Wednesday, The
GW Patriot, a student-run blog, received a series of identical e-mails
from fake accounts alleging to be
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IN Brief

Prof. faces status,
detention hearings Friday
Diego Fasolini, the part-time Italianlanguage professor arrested for possession of child pornography in October, is
scheduled to have a preliminary hearing
and detention hearing Friday afternoon
in the D.C. District Court.
At the hearing, Magistrate Judge Alan
Kay will decide if there is probable cause
to believe that Fasolini committed a crime
and if there is enough evidence to present
at a trial. If the case goes to trial, the judge
will decide if Fasolini will remain in jail
or be released on bail.
Fasolini, 42, has been in prison since
his Oct. 28 arrest. He was suspended
from the University pending investigation, University spokeswoman Michelle
Sherrard said.
Fasolini’s arrest came after he asked a
GW technical support analyst to back up
the contents of an old external hard drive
onto a new one. The analyst found an image of a young girl being sexually abused
when checking to make sure the transfer
was complete, and notified the police.
Metropolitan Police Department Detective Timothy Palchak interviewed Fasolini, who said he had images of adult
pornography and possibly “younger
porn,” according to court documents.
Palchak then obtained a search warrant for the hard drive, which uncovered
more than 100,000 videos and images in
folders and subfolders, including pictures
of prepubescent children duct-taped and
bound, according to court documents.
Court documents contain graphic descriptions of the images, which Fasolini
categorized into folders separated by
gender.
Fasolini has been a visiting Italianlanguage professor at colleges and universities across the country, staying at
many of the locations for only one year.
These include a current stint at George
Mason University, the University of Miami from 2008 to 2009, Tulane University
from 2004 to 2005 and Vassar College
from 2002 to 2003.

-Emily Cahn

corrections
In "DoH asks EMeRG to report Four
Loko cases" (Nov. 8, Pg. 1), The Hatchet reported that a student went into cardiac arrest after drinking four cans of Four Loko.
The source, EMeRG Coordinator David
Fifer, misspoke during the interview. He
meant to say the student may have gone
into cardiac arrest.

catherine finsness | hatchet photographer

Anthony Anduiza, left, and James Graham pray in Mitchell Hall at a 24-hour prayer session sponsored by four Christian groups on campus Tuesday
night. The groups include InterVarsity, Hope Christian Fellowship, Word Up! and SOI 21.
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www.gwhatchet.com

video

audio slideshow

Washington Improv

24-hour prayer session

audio slideshow

The comedy group put on a show and taught
audience members how to perform improv.

A variety of Christian groups held a free-forall prayer session in the Mitchell Hall Theatre.

The Hatchet’s photo editors choose their
favorite images from the past month.
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Photos of the month

Saturday

13

Veterans Day Ceremony

“Cody: The First Step” Screening

Miss Freshman Pageant

Join the College Republicans to honor
veterans at Arlington Cemetery’s annual
Veterans Day ceremony. President Barack
Obama will lay the wreath at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier and offer remarks.
Meet at Foggy Bottom Metro • 8 a.m.

The GW Health Policy Student Association will
show “Cody: The First Step,” a documentary
about a GW graduate student battling
transverse myelitis. The film will be followed
by a discussion with Cody and an expert panel.
Dorothy Betts Marvin Theatre • 6 p.m.

The Mu Delta chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority, Incorporated, will hold its annual
Miss Freshman Scholarship Pageant. The
grand prize winner will receive $1,000.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom
• 7 p.m.

Sunday

14

Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week Kickoff

Walk from Kogan Plaza to the Mount
Vernon Campus with the Residence
Hall Association to raise awareness
about homelessness.
Kogan Plaza • 1 to 4 p.m.
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SMPA professors study abroad Jury hands down

death penalty for
1988 murders

Two profs take
time off to study in
foreign countries

by amy d'onofrio
Metro News Editor

by lianna havel
Hatchet Reporter
From
the
war-torn
streets of Afghanistan to
the flourishing culture of
Brazil, studying abroad is
not just for students.
Silvio Waisbord, director of graduate studies at
the School of Media and
Public Affairs, was invited
to spend a week in Brazil
by the country’s National
Association of Newspapers
to speak to students and
journalists across five cities.
While he was only
abroad for one week, Waisbord – who teaches a class
on comparative media
systems – said he always
appreciates studying and
lecturing abroad because it
gives him a perspective on
the similarities and differences between the U.S. and
other countries.
Speaking to practicing
journalists, Waisbord said,
was very different from
his usual job teaching students.
“Inevitably, what one
teaches is affected by students’ interests and what’s
going in society and politics,” he said.
Professor Sean Aday,
recently abroad in Afghanistan for the third time, pursued research in several
areas, including the role of
women in female engagement teams – small units of
female soldiers that accompany male soldiers on patrols – the civilian-military
relationship and the role
of media and government
communication in country
stabilization efforts.
“It was great to meet

all the courageous people
working and living in Kabul, Westerners and Afghans alike.” Aday said.
With much of his travel sponsored by the U.S.
State Department and the
Canadian Foreign Ministry, Aday also took classes
while in the desert. One
course delved into contemporary counterinsurgency
theory, known as COIN.
His 150 classmates were
mostly members of the military and included a one-star
general. Aday said the class
held in the old bombed-out
Queen’s Palace was “one of
the best parts of the COIN
training.”
From his perspective,
Aday said he recognizes
that Afghanistan still has
a ways to go before total peace can be accomplished.
“Conversations I had
with various people from
different backgrounds in
Kabul [convinced me] there
are certainly some positive
signs here and there, but
there are at least as many
reasons for continued con-

PHOTOs courtesy sean aday and Silvio WaisborD

Professors Sean Aday, top, and Silvio Waisbord, bottom, took time
off from their jobs to study and lecture abroad in Afghanistan and
Brazil, respectively.

cern,” he said.
Aday, also the director
for the Institute for Public Diplomacy and Global
Communication, said he
remains optimistic that
Americans have a role to
play in rebuilding Afghanistan. He also hopes that
SMPA and the Institute for
Public Diplomacy can help
re-establish
competency

and communication in the
region.
“Obviously it’s not as
if anything I, my institute,
or GW does will in and of
itself secure a lasting and
stable peace in Afghanistan,” Aday said. “But at
the same time I believe
strongly that we have a role
to play in helping Afghans
rebuild their country.” u

GW Hospital updates records system
Privacy laws lead
to change in patient
record system
by ETHAN BURSOFSKY
Hatchet Reporter
The GW Hospital has
been working to update the
Medical Center’s electronic
record system and protection of patient health information over the past year, a
move that could potentially
land the hospital millions in
stimulus funds as soon as
2011.
The Medical Center
hired a technology consulting firm in the spring to address additional privacy and
security requirements of the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act,
Gretchen Tegethoff, GW
Hospital’s chief information
officer said.
HIPAA is a set of laws
for health care providers,
including hospitals, which
provides privacy standards
for how patient health information should be protected.
“To date, the hospital has
taken additional precautions
to ensure that patient information is safe and secure
through the process of encryption of laptops, limiting
web access to clinical systems and updating security
policies,” Tegethoff said.
The new regulations
were passed last summer

this is that the health care
industry really does need to
be concerned about patient
privacy and security,” Fox
said. “If there is some sort
of breach due to a failure
to update their IT systems,
it could mean major criminal and federal legal action
against the health care provider.”
Tegethoff did not return
request for comment on
whether or not GW Hospital
will apply for the stimulus
funds.
Joseph
Kuchler,
a
spokesman for the Centers
for Medicare and MedicElizabeth cookson | hatchet photographer
aid Services, said if the GW
GW Hospital updated its record-keeping system in order to keep to privacy
Hospital does want to aplaws, a move that could earn the hospital millions in stimulus funding.
ply for the stimulus funding
incentive program, it would
by the federal government
need to contact the program
in response to an increasas early as January 2011.
ing number of breaches in
For a hospital, the base
"Even if it costs
patient health information
funding amount is $2 milsecurity, said Steven J. Fox, $100,000 to buy the lion, and it can go much
an attorney with Post &
higher than that if the judgnew technology... if ing board believes it deSchell Attorneys at Law and
a specialist in HIPAA regulaserves more.
it gets the University
tions.
Fox said that while hirThe government incening a technology consultant
millions of dollars, may cost the University
tivized health care providers to update their electronic
an estimated hundreds of
it's worth it."
record systems by offering
thousands of dollars, in the
those who switched the abillong run the benefit of govSteven J. Fox
ity to apply for stimulus
ernment funding could outAttorney
funding, Fox said.
weigh the ultimate cost that
Fox said a single physiit would take to update the
cian’s office alone could resystems.
ceive up to $44,000 per year health care providers like
“Even if it costs $100,000
by updating its Information GW Hospital, the amount to buy the new technology
Technology systems to meet the government might dole and hire the consultant, in
the new privacy and secu- out ranges from hundreds of the long run if that gets the
rity regulations for patient thousands to even millions University possibly millions
information.
of dollars.
of dollars, it’s worth it,” Fox
He added that for larger
“The reason for all of said. u

A man convicted of killing
two GW students in 1988 was
handed two death sentences
Friday in Fairfax County, Va.
Alfredo R. Prieto, 44, was
connected in 2005 to the murders of GW students Rachael
Raver and her boyfriend Warren Fulton III through DNA
evidence.
Prieto is now linked to a
total of nine killings in about
a two-year period in California and Virginia, according
to The Washington Post. He
had already been sentenced
to death for a 1990 murder in
California.
Fairfax Commonwealth’s
Attorney Raymond Morrogh
said Raver, a 1988 GW graduate, and Fulton, then a senior
and baseball captain, were last
seen Dec. 3, 1988. Raver, a native of Yorktown, N.Y., played
Division I soccer all four years
she spent at GW. She was living in Alexandria, Va., at the
time, and Fulton lived in Vienna, Va. The couple, both
22, had dinner with Fulton’s
parents, went to a Christmas
party and then a D.C. bar that
night, where they left after
midnight. Their bodies were
found two days later in an
empty lot in Reston, Va. Both
students had been shot. Raver
was also raped.

The case was cold until
2005, when the DNA from
the case was resubmitted
and matched in a national
database with Prieto’s. At
the time, he was on California death row for the rape
and murder of a 15-year-old
girl.
Prieto was extradited to
Virginia for the trial, and after a 2007 mistrial, Prieto was
convicted and sentenced to
death. A separate jury had to
sentence Prieto last week because the Supreme Court of
Virginia said a verdict form
was unclear, according to the
Associated Press.
Though the case is more
than 20 years old, Senior Associate Athletic Director Mary
Jo Warner knew the athletes.
"Rachel Raver and Warren Fulton were wonderful
student-athletes who made a
positive impact on GW," Warner said. "Their promising
lives were tragically cut short
and they are greatly missed
by their friends, teammates,
alumni, faculty and staff."
University spokeswoman
Candace Smith said the tragedy affected the entire GW
community.
"Our sympathy is with
the families of Rachael Raver
and Warren Fulton III, and
we hope they feel that justice has been served," Smith
said. u

Univ. implements
CAP initiatives
Solar water
heaters will help
offset emissions
by erica Obersi
Hatchet Staff Writer

The University is taking one of its first tangible
steps to be a carbon-neutral
institution by installing solar thermal panels on three
residence halls before the
end of the academic year.
The University has set a
goal to make GW a carbonneutral institution by 2040
through the highly anticipated Climate Action Plan
released last spring, which
laid out the University’s
plan to remove as much
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere as the institution
pumps into it.
The installation of solar
thermal panels will reduce
the production of greenhouse gases and generate
renewable energy on campus.
The University will offset emissions by installing solar thermal panels to
Building JJ, 1959 E Street
and Ivory Tower on the Foggy Bottom Campus.
Sophie Waskow, the
stakeholder
engagement
coordinator of the Office
of Sustainability, said the
panels would be the largest
source of on-site solar power in D.C.
Waskow added that the
panels are being installed
by Skyline Innovations free
of charge. In lieu of an installation fee, the University will pay the company
for the hot water the system
produces.
The Office of Sustainability is also launching a

Green Office Program for all
faculty and staff members,
a program that promotes
green practices in the offices
of GW officials, administrators and professors.
“This
program
will
greatly increase faculty and
staff knowledge of reducing electricity usage and
increasing personal sustainable efforts,” Waskow said.
Derek Malone-France,
the executive director of the

"This plan is not the
CAP team's plan, it
is GW's plan."
Sophie Waskow

Stakeholder Engagement
Coordinator
Office of Sustainability
University’s Writing Center,
said the Writing Center took
note of the program, and is
moving toward digitizing
files to reduce waste and improve efficiency. A study by
the outside research group
the Education Advisory
Board found that 25 percent
of energy reductions could
come from consumer-driven
efforts to go green.
Waskow said further
reducing carbon emissions
hinges on the participation
of GW students, faculty and
staff members.
“This plan is not the
CAP team’s plan, it is GW’s
plan,” Waskow said. “These
changes could include powering down individual lights
and computers, as well as
unplugging phantom energy users such as entertainment systems on standby or
plugged-in phone or PDA
chargers.” u

Dept. of Health and Human Services announces tobacco initiative
by amy d'onofrio
Metro News Editor
Federal
regulators
will require larger warning labels and graphics for
cigarette packaging and
advertisements by 2012,
HHS officials announced
Wednesday at the Jack Morton Auditorium.
HHS
Sec.
Kathleen
Sebelius and other government officials introduced
the initiative as part of the
department’s new comprehensive tobacco control
strategy.
The label will cover
about half the surface area
of a cigarette pack and will
feature messages about
the negative health consequences of smoking as a
way to encourage tobacco
users to quit, as well as
prevent young people from
starting to smoke.
“Today marks an impor-

tant milestone in protecting
our children and the health
of the American public,”
Sebelius said Wednesday.
Proposed graphics include depictions of young
children around cigarette
smoke, diseased lungs and
dead bodies.
The Food and Drug Administration will ultimately
choose nine new warning
statements and graphics
by June 22, 2011, after a
public comment period on
the 36 proposed images –
revealed at Wednesday's
event – ends Jan. 9, 2011.
An 18,000-person study
and a review of scientific
literature will also help determine the images.
Sebelius noted during
a question-and-answer period at the announcement
that the study had various age groups, including
younger populations.
By Sept. 22, 2012, the

PHOTO courtesy of the food and drug administration

Above are two of 36 proposed graphics designed to show the
negative effects of tobacco products, which will be displayed on
tobacco products.

final rule on the warnings
will be implemented, meaning manufacturers will not
be able to make cigarettes
for distribution in the U.S.
without the new labels.
Advertisements in the U.S.
also won’t be allowed without the warnings.
“The ones that are selected [tobacco companies
will] be required to use,
and there will be a mandate
for them to mix them up, so
to speak, so that when you

go to the store there will be
the combination of different, of the nine pictures,”
FDA Commissioner Margaret A. Hamburg said.
She said images could
change later, depending on
continuing research about
the effects of the graphics.
“Over time, in addition
to changing the graphic
images, if we feel there’s a
reason to do so we can also
modify the specific warning
message,” Hamburg said.

Some of the warnings
set to be used are “Cigarettes are addictive,” “Tobacco smoke can harm your
children” and “Smoking
can kill you."
Hamburg said the nine
warning messages were
definite, but the proposed
graphics
accompanying
them are still undecided.
Caroline Sparks, an as sociate professor and director of the Health Promotion
program in GW’s School of
Public Health and Health
Services, asked if the warnings would also appear on
websites that promote tobacco.
Hamburg said the Internet is complex since responsibility can extend across
governments, and that actions being taken with the
new warnings specifically
have to do with cigarette
packaging and print advertisements.

Howard Koh, the United States Assistant Secretary for Health and the
chair of the working group
that developed the department’s action plan for tobacco control, told Sparks
that an initiative over the
summer called the Prevent All Cigarette Trafficking Act is intended to stop
the illegal sale of tobacco
products over the Internet,
something he called an advance in public health.
“[The Internet] is another avenue where kids
can get access, and we need
to make sure that kids can
stay tobacco-free, so that
PACT initiative really starts
us down the right road,”
Koh said.
As for the cost related
to the new warnings, Hamburg said the tobacco program at the FDA is supported by user fees from
the tobacco industry. u
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"I mean, it's free birth control."
–Allie Abetti, a first-year graduate student on the perks of potentially receiving free access to
prescription birth control.
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The power of 'we'

Staff Editorial

Zero tolerance for
hazing

Hazing is something that is serious
and damaging on any college campus, but
if it happens at GW, with our vaunted antihazing atmosphere, it is even more distressing.
This is why if you or someone you
know has ever been the victim of hazing
– whether it is physical or emotional pressure – we encourage you to come forward
and tell the University. Whether you are
part of an organization under Student Judicial Services' jurisdiction or overseen by the
office of Greek-letter life, you should never
be subject to something you don’t feel comfortable doing. On an organizational and
an individual level, hazing at GW is unacceptable and it requires students speaking
up for it to be curbed.
Hazing can occur within any organization, not only within the University’s
Greek-letter life. The University’s antihazing policy applies to every organization on campus, and is aimed at preventing Colonials from suffering physical,
mental or emotional harm. Acts of hazing,
which are typically under the guise of
requirements for joining a certain group
or team, can range from pressure to do
something someone doesn’t want to do to
forcing someone to engage in dangerous
behavior.
Though the University is currently investigating four Greek-letter life organizations on allegations of hazing, this is not
exclusive to Greek-letter life at GW and
students within and outside of the Greekletter life community should be aware of
it.

The University's anti-hazing
policy applies to every
organization on campus...
The University is currently pursuing
thorough investigations into the allegations
of hazing against four separate Greek-letter
chapters, and this demonstrates that GW
takes reported allegations seriously. This illustrates that GW views hazing as a grave
and punishable offense on campus, and we
are glad that administrators are devoting a
great deal of time and resources to pursuing the truth in these matters.
Hazing is a serious matter that has no
place on GW’s campus, and it is laudable
that the University is taking steps to ensure
it does not occur here. That being said, the
University cannot end hazing, or curb future hazing, without first learning about
alleged incidents. Therefore, if you or
someone you know has faced or currently
faces this situation, please let the University know. Doing so will help not only you,
but also your fellow Colonials. You might
find that you are the voice of more students
than you think.

Judging a class by
its books
We all know not to judge a book by its
cover. But a federal mandate requires that
students have the ability to judge a class by
its books.
The Higher Education Opportunity Act,
which went into effect in July, states that universities must provide students with a class’
textbook information and costs as students
compile their schedules. Unfortunately, GW
has failed to adhere to the HEOA, as the online schedule of classes does not have textbook information displayed for every class.
The Department of Education is not actively
enforcing this policy by reprimanding GW
for failing to provide this information, but
that does not mean that a book list for a class
is no longer necessary.
At this time of class registration, students weighing whether to take a class or not
should be able to factor in textbook costs, as
adding the total for textbooks to the tuition
for the class can be substantial. The University should remove its “To Be Determined”
page from the “Books” link in the schedule
of classes, and actually show what the University is legally required to show.
Ultimately, students should have the
most information possible when choosing
classes. Publicizing costs of textbooks, which
are an integral component of a course, should
be the first of many steps the University takes
to increase transparency for students. In addition to books, the University could also encourage professors to post their syllabi online
before students register for classes, so that
students can be aware of coursework.
Providing students with the most information possible is not simply a federal rule.
GW repairing its inconsistent enforcement
of the HEOA textbook rule is an important
change that needs to occur, because the student body needs to be aware of some of the
vital statistics regarding its classes.
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Why the Westboro Baptist Church isn't welcome at GW
Dear Westboro Baptist Church
visitors,
Welcome to our campus.
Allow us to introduce ourselves. We are the students of
The George Washington University. The brochures call us
“Colonials,” but we are also
believers and we are atheists.
We are Democrats and we are
Republicans, liberals and conservatives. We are black and
white. We are straight and we
are gay. We are partiers and
we are studiers, we are rivals
and we are friends. We are
the future doctors, lawyers,
diplomats and politicians of
the world. We are all of these
things, and each and every
one of us proudly occupies
our own unique place on the
continuum in between.
Most importantly, however, we share one common
principle. Though there are
hundreds of other things with
which we could fill the blank
that follows “We are,” in
the end, it isn’t the changing
blank, but rather the constant
“we” that reflects our true
strength as students.
It is critical for you to understand this, WBC, because
as you bring your message of
hate to our campus, you do so
not to thousands of misguided
and disparate heathens, but
rather to a united “we.” It is
a “we” that greets your epithets and anger not as lost and
sinful souls, but as the future
leaders of this world, proud of
our diversity and our generation’s potential.
It is not with hate that we
express ourselves to you, but
with pity. Those of us who
have a God pity you for your
gross distortions, those of us

We will pity you
because your hate
blinds you from ever
knowing the power of
understanding...
who don’t pity you for your
blindness, and we all pity
you for your ignorance. Thus,
while you protest, we will be
studying, we will be collaborating and we will be living
our lives as students of this

University, because we know
that our education is the torch
that illuminates the cloud of
darkness that your ignorance
creates.
Now, some of us will be
there to greet you. Some of us
will be getting ready for class.
Some of us will be reveling in
restful sleep thanking God – or
luck – for our 12:45 p.m. class.
But, no matter where each of us
is that morning, we will all pity
you, WBC. We will pity you because your hate blinds you from
ever knowing the power of understanding, the power of inclusion and the power of “we.”

With love,
The students of The George
Washington University
Signed by: Daniel Wein and
Daniel Reid, Transcend Hate;
Michael Komo, Allied in
Pride; Jake Wolf, College Republicans; Melinda Michaels,
Jewish Student Association;
Will Frey, The GW Patriot;
Richard J. Livingstone, LGBTQ and Transnational Film
Studies Club.
–The writer, Josh Altman, is
the president of the College
Democrats.

Above and beyond regular coursework

O

Service-learning courses provide experience in D.C. and engage students

ften when we register reflection to enrich the learning
for classes, we consider experience, teach civic responwhen the class meets, sibility, and strengthen commuwhat the subject is and perhaps nities.”
the quality of previAside
from
a
ous students’ ratrather austere definiJosh Bailey
ings of a professor.
tion, service-learning
But perhaps another
is a mutually didacOp-Ed
consideration to add
tic learning tool that
to the list is service.
benefits the commuService, in terms of academ- nity by meeting an otherwise
ics, is referred to as service- unmet need. It benefits the stulearning, and is defined by dents by providing a hands-on
the national community ser- approach to academics, as well
vice program Learn and Serve as providing them with greater
America as being “a teaching context so they can define and
and learning strategy that inte- explore their own lives. I would
grates meaningful community not know D.C. the way I do now
service with instruction and without having participated in

service-learning. My experiences have also formed the fundamental person I am, and have
influenced not only the way I
learned in my courses, but the
way I view the world now.
Service-learning also has potential for future development.
It can open an avenue for future internships or employment
due to the meaningful relationships you’ll develop with staff
and supervisors at your service
site. Through the relationships I
formed at service-learning sites,
I was able to obtain multiple
internships, as well as network
with other nonprofit organization employees.

All this being said, servicelearning is a tool we can use to
ensure that we are active, engaged scholars who are both
learning as students and serving as engaged citizens. Service-learning goes above and
beyond regular coursework,
and provides the best of what
a GW learning experience has
to offer – high-quality academics and a lifelong dedication to
service.
I encourage you to find out
more about these opportunities
at serve.gwu.edu under the “Service-Learning” tab on the left.
–The writer is a senior majoring
in human services.

Let go of my hold!

S

Student Health Service needs to inform students of vaccination holds sooner

ince the current semester is by Student Health Service –
coming to a close, the time which places holds on students’
has come for students to pick accounts if their forms are misswhich classes they plan on taking ing or incomplete – that it had
for the spring of 2011. For many, received the forms and filed
this can be a very
them
accordingly.
stressful time, filled
However, now these
with worries about
students are being
Saige Saunig
fulfilling all GCRs and
informed that their
Writer
other major requirerecords are either inments. The last thing
complete or missing
that students need is
altogether.
even more stress surrounding the
I have personally had a
scheduling process.
negative experience regarding
Unfortunately, some students SHS’s handling of my immuhave faced a number of obstacles nization forms that almost prein the weeks prior to registration. vented me from registering at
Various holds on accounts, the proper time. After my forms
namely those in place due to in- were submitted in August, and I
complete or missing immuniza- received a notification that they
tion forms, have sent a number were put on file, I naively asof students into a panic over the sumed that my interactions with
past few weeks. At the beginning SHS were over. However, after
of the academic year, every stu- the University announced class
dent is required to submit an im- registration dates and placed
munization form before he or she holds on accounts, I received
is allowed to attend classes. GW a notification that I had a hold
makes it relatively easy to submit on my account due to an incomthese forms, and most students plete immunization form. Over
felt as though they received an the next two weeks, I made sevadequate amount of time to have eral attempts to call the SHS ofthem completed.
fice and figure out why this hold
Some students submitted existed, but I was never able to
their immunization forms at the get through. Finally, last week,
proper time and were informed I was able to speak to someone
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from SHS, who reviewed my
records, saw that all of my requirements were met and then
removed the hold on my account. But had I waited any longer to contact SHS and dispute
the unnecessary hold on my account, I would have run the risk
of not being able to register for
my classes on time.

The last thing that
students need is
even more stress
surrounding the
scheduling process.
My experience with SHS is
not an isolated incident by any
means. Numerous students on
campus have expressed grief
about the inefficiency of recordkeeping at the health center.
Records can be misplaced or
lost completely, which can put
students at the disadvantage of
having to retrieve new forms in
a very limited period of time.

Other students have complained
about the terrible communication between SHS and GW students, as students are often told
their forms are complete in the
fall, only to be informed of incomplete sections a few weeks
before registration. Students are
then forced to run around to
ensure they remove the hold in
time for registration, which, given students’ busy schedules, can
be a major hassle.
In order to make the time
preceding class registration less
stressful, SHS simply needs to
work on its efficiency. Once students’ records are received, there
is no reason that the records
should be lost or misplaced, especially since filing is typically a
computerized process. Additionally, if students have outstanding holds on their accounts, they
need to be informed of them in a
timely fashion, not a few weeks
before registration. This is an
area in which GW’s interactions
with its students could be easily
improved, and the University
should fix this problem before
students have to register for
classes next semester.
–The writer is a freshman majoring
in journalism.
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GW partners with
Phillips Collection
Classes will be
taught at modern
art museum
by Kara Dunford
Contributing Editor
A new partnership between
the University and the Phillips
Collection, America’s first museum of modern art, will offer
students opportunities to enroll
in courses at the gallery.
During the three-year partnership, one GW Department
of Fine Arts and Art History
course will be taught at the Phillips Collection each year.
“The sentiment about local museums being extensions
of our classrooms is truer than
ever before,” Dean Kessmann,
the fine arts department chair
said.
In the past, the department
offered courses at the Center for
the Study of Modern Art, the
National Gallery of Art, the National Museum of African Art,
and the Hirshhorn Museum
and Sculpture Garden.
The partnership will include a series called "Conversations with the Artists." Artists
like Alice Aycock, Matthew
Ritchie, Walid Raad and Mark

Dion will hold lectures at the
Phillips Collection Wednesday
nights, followed by visits to
campus the next day to interact
with students and faculty.
“The department is extremely excited to be co-sponsoring the lecture series starting
this academic year,” Kessmann
said. “While on campus, the
visiting artists will conduct individual critiques with students
and enjoy an informal lunch
with students and faculty.”
Starting next semester, the
University and the Phillips Collection will also co-sponsor two
postdoctoral fellowships. One
fellow will teach an undergraduate art history seminar while
the other will teach a graduate
art history seminar at the Center
for the Study of Modern Art, a
part of the Phillips Collection.
The two fellows will also
deliver a public lecture on their
research.
“The future fellowship will
allow for a constant infusion of
new ideas into the curriculum,”
Kessmann said.
Dorothy Kosinski, director
of the Phillips Collection, said
the University will prove to be
a valuable partner. “The Phillips is thrilled to count such a
well-respected and globally
connected Washington institution among its creative collaborators,” Kosinski said. u

Students compete for
$50k in competition
by amy rhodin
Campus News Editor
The third annual GW Business Plan Competition kicked
off last week, with revamped
efforts to help students and
community members create a business proposal for
the chance to win a piece of a
$50,000 cash prize pool.
The popular but selective
competition began in 2009 and
has given hundreds of undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity to present a business proposal for the
possibility of an increasingly
large cash prize.
“My philosophy is that
we should try to improve the
competition, every year,” John
Rollins, the director of the contest and an entrepreneurship
professor in the School of Business, said.
This year, Rollins said
three aspects of the competition have changed.
“The most obvious thing
is that we have additional
funding, but part of that is
specific only to undergraduate groups,” Rollins, who described himself as a “serial entrepreneur,” said.
Last year, the prize pool
was only $30,000, and this year
the increased pool will be used
to raise the prize for first place
to $25,000.
The monetary prize came
from a public donation by Annette and Richard Scott, whose
daughter graduated from the
School of Business in 2005. Rollins said that for the first time
one group of solely undergraduate students could also

senior gift
from p. 1
give-back rate.
At Cornell, the 42 seniors who volunteered to
raise money for the class
gift made frequent phone
calls to those who declined
to give gifts, and made public the names of students
who chose not to donate,
according to The Chronicle
of Higher Education.
Thibault said that while
it is important to engage seniors in giving back to GW,
the committee’s overall goal
is not just to make money.
“The Senior Class Gift
Campaign is just as much
about educating seniors
about why they should give
back as it is bringing in actual gifts,” Thibault, a former reporter for The Hatchet, said.
For seniors who donate
$75 or more to the fund,
an asterisk is placed next
to their names on the gift’s
online honor roll, denoting
their membership to the Luther Rice Society, an alumni
society that offers a series of
networking opportunities
and event access for members.
“We try to make this a
positive experience for students by working with the
Luther Rice Society to connect seniors with influential
alumni, plan senior nights
that help to build class unity and positively recognize
students have chosen to

receive an additional $10,000
prize if selected as the top undergraduate competitors.
“In our competition at
GW, everyone competes in the
same single pool against other
participants,” Rollins said.
“Undergraduates feel that
they have a disadvantage, so
this is a special little incentive
for them.”
The organization has also
created a series of ongoing
workshops designed to help
participants plan for each
phase of the contest, and has
gathered a group of alumni
and entrepreneurs in the
District to serve as mentors
throughout the program.
“Believe me, when you’re
a student who has never started a business before and you
have the opportunity to work
with an adult, that’s worth a
million bucks,” Rollins said.
“I had that opportunity when
I was starting out 40 years ago
as an entrepreneur.”
Last year’s winning group
– which included former Master of Business Administration
candidate David Mathison
– created a system of online
videos that educates underprivileged citizens on how to
take care of themselves after
leaving an emergency room,
and was awarded $20,000.
“It’s exactly what our
country needs now, with 80
percent of new jobs in this
recession coming from entrepreneurs,” Rollins said of the
competition.
The competition is open
to students from every school
within the University and will
continue until April 16. u
give back to the University,”
Thibault said.
Allison Shawcross, a
senior majoring in exercise
science, said she donated to
this year ’s fund because she
believed in giving back to
the University, and said she
didn’t mind her name being
tied to the fund.
“All donors are asked
on the giving form if their
gift wants to be anonymous
or not,” Shawcross, who
worked as a student fundraiser at Colonial Connection, said. “I’m very happy
to give, and I’m very happy
to be acknowledged for it.”
Other seniors said they
agreed that having their
name publicized with the
fund was only positive for
the overall philanthropic efforts of the University.
“I would hope that maybe it encourages my friends
and fellow classmates to donate by seeing my name or
the name of friends,” senior
Matt Carlson, who is also a
member of the Luther Rice
Society, said. “Many students take pride and care
about GW and giving back
to its future is really great in
my opinion.”
Thibault said that he
hoped this sentiment was
understood by the rest of
the GW community.
“It’s important to note
that the Senior Class Gift
Campaign is not only a way
for students to give back to
the University, but we also
aim to aid them in becoming successful and engaged
alumni,” Thibault said. u

CRIME LOG
Simple Assault

11/03/10 – 10 p.m.
Location: Thurston Hall
Case closed

A student reported that she
and her roommate were having
a verbal altercation when her
roommate pushed her.

–Referred to Student Judicial
Services

Drug Law Violation
11/03/10 – 10:03 p.m.
Location: Thurston Hall
Case closed

The University Police Department responded to a report of
a suspicious odor. GW Housing
Programs staff conducted an administrative search that yielded
marijuana, drug paraphernalia
and unmarked pills.
–Referred to SJS

11/07/10 – 1:25 a.m.
Location: Guthridge Hall
Case closed

UPD responded to a report of a
suspicious odor emanating from
a residence hall room. GW Hous-
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ing Programs conducted an administrative search and found
11.7 grams of marijuana, drug
paraphernalia and alcohol.

Robbery Purse Snatch

Liquor Law Violation

A GW staff member reported
that a subject walked up to
her and asked her questions
as another subject stood next
to the table she was sitting at.
When the subjects left, she noticed that her iPhone was missing from the table.

–Referred to SJS

11/04/10 – 12:57 a.m.
Location: City Hall
Case closed

UPD heard voices coming from
a room during an evacuation
of the building for a false fire
alarm. Officers made contact
with the occupants of the room
and found alcohol in plain view.
One student was assessed and
transported to GW Hospital.
–Referred to SJS

11/06/10 – 1:37 a.m.
Location: West End Apartments
Case closed

UPD responded to a report of
loud noise coming from a room.
Officers made contact with the
occupants of the room and
found alcohol in plain view. All
of the occupants were assessed
and released.
–Referred to SJS

11/05/10 – 9:30 a.m.
Location: Gelman Library
(Starbucks)
Case open

–Open case

Unlawful Entry

11/05/10 – 7:03 p.m.
Location: Marvin Center
Case closed

UPD officers observed a previously barred subject in Marvin
Center. The subject was confronted and arrested.
–Closed by arrest

Robbery (Pick pocket)
11/06/10 – Time unknown
Location: Off campus
Case closed

A student reported to UPD that
she dined at a restaurant in
Dupont Circle and later noticed her wallet was missing

and unauthorized charges
were made to her credit card.
Later, the Montgomery Police
Department notified UPD that
it arrested the subject in possession of her missing items.
–Closed by arrest

Disorderly Conduct
11/07/10 – 1:46 a.m.
Location: South Hall
Case closed

UPD responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. As
officers began to assess the
student, he refused to cooperate and became belligerent.
He was handcuffed and transported to GW Hospital for treatment.
–Referred to SJS

Theft

11/07/10 – 5:30 to 6:25 p.m.
Location: Gelman Library
Case closed

A student reported that he left
his laptop and backpack unattended and noticed his items
were missing upon his return.

–No identifiable suspects

–Compiled by Sydney Green
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Sen. seeks to increase access to the pill
Birth control may be
provided free by
insurance companies
by Elise apelian
Hatchet Reporter
Women may be able to obtain
their birth control for free, if the
government determines that birth
control counts as preventive care for
women.
Under an amendment to the
health care reform bill authored
by Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-Md.,
women will be provided free access
to preventive care – which could include prescription birth control – at
no cost to patients.
A panel of experts will begin
meeting this month to advise the Department of Health and Human Services on guidelines for preventive
care, and HHS has until August 2011
to decide what counts as preventive
medicine, according to the Associated Press.
“This amendment makes sure
that the insurance companies must
cover the basic preventive care that
women need at no cost,” Mikulski
said in a news release when the Senate approved Mikulski’s amendment
in 2009. Mikulski did not return request for comment for this article.
While GW’s medical director for

GREEK
from p. 1
presidents of various fraternities. The fake e-mails attempted to call out chapters
for hazing and drinking
violations.
A contributing factor to
the rumors, an alumnnus of
Greek-letter life said, is a
belief that finger-pointing
could help diffuse blame.
Pereira declined to give
any specifics as to what the
groups were being investigated for, citing the ongoing
nature of the investigations.
Director of the Student Activities Center Tim Miller
said the bulk of rumors he
heard were embellished
and some were untrue. He
added that the University
is investigating the allegations that seemed credible.
She said the bulk of the
allegations have not come

Student Health Services, Dr. Isabel
Goldenberg, said SHS didn’t have
statistics on how many students use
birth control, of the students who are
prescribed birth control from SHS,
she said most use oral contraceptives or NuvaRing. NuvaRing is an
intravaginal form of birth control.
“The charge for contraceptives
varies a lot according to the health
insurance that the patient has,"
Goldenberg said. "The students in
the Student Health Plan have a copayment of $25, $35 or $50 per prescription. Many oral contraceptives
are generics, and will cost $25 [per]
month."
In response to a question about
whether she thought the health care
reform law would create more access
to birth control, Goldenberg said she
thought better access to birth control
“will increase the numbers of women using it.”
Many female students seemed
excited at the possibility of free birth
control.
“I mean, it’s free birth control,”
first-year graduate student, Allie
Abetti, said. Currently Abetti pays
$5 for her prescription of generic
birth control.
Some students paid much more
for the pill, and said receiving it for
free would be a welcome addition.
“That’d be fantastic,” said junior
Amy McDonald of the potential for
free birth control. “I pay $96 [per
month] for Loestrin [24],” she said.
Loestrin 24 is not a generic form of

from
chapter-on-chapter
tattling, but rather from
other students, parents and
concerned members of the
GW community coming
forward.
“The lion's share of the
information that I am most
concerned about was not
received from other chapters about other chapters,”
Pereira said.
Pereira acknowledged
that the increased number
of hazing rumors over the
past few weeks has been
unusual.
“It’s more,” Pereira said.
“I don’t know if it’s more in
quantity in the chapters, but
it’s more at one time than I
think we’ve experienced.”
She added that the University is collaborating with
each of the chapter's national organizations in order to
conduct the investigations.
Pereira said she expects
the investigations of the
five chapters to take about

birth control and can be more expensive than generics depending on
one’s insurance plan.
Some groups have spoken out
against making birth control part of
preventative care, however.
Father Greg Shaffer, the chaplain of the GW Newman Center, said
the Catholic center echoes a Sept. 17
statement from U.S. bishops “that
birth control should not be mandated as 'preventive services' in the
Healthcare Reform Law."
Shaffer said that the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
wrote in a letter to HHS that the department “should not require coverage of contraception or sterilization
in a group or individual health plans
as part of ‘preventive services.’”
Deirdre McQuade, assistant director for Policy and Communications at the USCCB, said pregnancy
is not a disease.
“People think that if women are
given greater access to birth control abortion and pregnancy rates
will go down, but people are more
inclined to be more sexually active,
which is more likely to increase the
rates of pregnancies and abortions,”
she said, adding that this could also
lead to more sexually transmitted
diseases.
Goldenberg said that SHS
doesn’t dispense any medication for
free, adding that she didn’t know if
birth control would be dispensed for
free at pharmacies if it became part
of preventive care. u

"There is no
discussion, no
debate, no even
considering the house
part yet because
we're not there."
Tim Miller

Director
Student Activities Center
three to four weeks each to
complete, but said it could
take longer.
Contrary to other circulating rumors, Pereira
and Miller said there has
been no coordinated effort
between
administrators
and the University Police
Department to conduct
searches of Greek-letter life
townhouses in the wake of
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classes, but said it is still a
work in progress.
“Fortunately people who
wrote the regulation anticipated that it would be difficult to get 100 percent compliance and it will be a gradual
process,” Lerman said.
GW supports the reasoning behind the law, he said.
“The goal of this of course
is to reduce the cost of textbooks for students and we’re
totally on board for that,”
Lerman said
Forrest Maltzman, chair
of the political science department, said faculty members
are trying to get their textbook lists together.
“I think there is a widespread recognition among
faculty that the costs of textbooks are too steep,” Maltzman said. “Many faculty have
started to look at book pricing
when putting together materials. When less expensive
materials are available, we try
to utilize them.”
Mathematics department
chair John Conway said the
law does not strike him as
particularly helpful, as students need to take some required courses regardless of
the books assigned.
“When I was a student the
cost of the text would never

the investigations.
“There was no coordinated ‘Let’s get the Greeks’
process here,” Miller said.
“This is not a coordinated
‘Let’s go after anybody’ approach.”
All five of the chapters
being investigated occupy
University townhouses on
Townhouse Row, but Miller
said no discussions have
occurred about whether or
not the chapters will be able
to keep their townhouses
due to the incidents.
“There is no discussion,
no debate, no even considering the house part yet
because we’re not there,”
Miller said.
The significant increase
in hazing investigations
comes during record high
interest in Greek-letter life
at GW. Approximately onequarter of GW students are
involved in Greek-letter life,
and the four chapters under
investigation for hazing ac-

count for about 400 to 500
students.
All five of the chapters
under investigation have
been Gold Award finalists
for the Student Activities
Center ’s Chapter of the
Year Awards within the last
two years, meaning they
were recognized for being
among the top Greek-letter
life chapters at GW.
Megan Lloyd, communications specialist for
Delta Gamma’s national
organization, said the organization is aware of the
concerns and is working
with the University. A representative from Pi Kappa
Phi’s national organization
would not comment on the
allegations except to say
they were not related to
hazing.
Logan Reynolds, Pi
Kappa Alpha’s national director of services, said they
are working with their fraternity members and with

have deterred me from taking a course I wanted or felt
I needed,” Conway said. “I
think this is probably an example of good intentions motivating lawmakers who don’t
understand what happens in
the academic world.”
Students interviewed said
knowing the cost of their textbooks ahead of time could
help them budget their funds
more effectively.
“I think that knowing the
prices of textbooks is important,” sophomore Alexa Shaffer said. “I’m on scholarship
and knowing how much my
books cost is a big deal. If
they are going to cost me a
significant amount of money
I would want to know now.”
Sophomore Ben Rheault
said he thinks the law is a
good idea to avoid any surprises once the semester
starts.
“It’s nice to know if a
lab book is going to be $150,
though, so it doesn’t come as
a shock when its announced
out of the blue in class,”
Rheault said.
Lerman said it will take
some time before the GW
faculty fully understands the
system.
“This is a requirement
that all universities are grappling with. There is this sudden shift in getting faculty to
fully understand how to do it.
It’s taking time everywhere,”
he said. u
the University to figure out
how to move forward once
all evidence has been gathered.
Sigma Phi Epsilon Regional
Director
Joshua
Hodnichak said the national organization placed the
chapter under “cease and
desist,” an order to cease
operations pending the investigation’s conclusion.
Beth Black, Kappa Kappa Gamma’s national vice
president, previously told
The Hatchet that Kappa
Kappa Gamma has a strong
stance against hazing and
was working with University officials during the investigation. Black did not
return repeated requests for
comment for this story.
The president of Pi Kappa Alpha's, Pi Kappa Phi,
Sigma Phi Epsilon, Kappa
Kappa Gamma and Delta
Gamma each declined to
comment on the investigation. u

Arts

Caroline Bowman
Arts Editor
cbowman@gwhatchet.com
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EVENTS THAT WON'T
BREAK THE BANK

14th presents
"Ecce" on Lisner
Downstage
Thursday- $5

Video art goes public
Professor opens exhibit in Adams Morgan

by Rachel milkovich
Hatchet Reporter
Alberto Robles isn’t
your average professor.
Sitting on a curb Friday
in one of D.C.’s liveliest
neighborhoods with a cigar and a broken projector
in hand, Robles, a linguistics professor by day and
video artist by night, is still
optimistic about the night
ahead.
“I love languages. I
speak French, English, Italian, Spanish, and video is
another language,” Robles
said of video art – his favorite art medium.
Robles created his own
genre of video art, known as
video poetry, to emphasize
his love of linguistics. His
exhibit, "Present Interval/
Intervalo en el Presente," is
a public video art piece featuring three projected video
clips on the walls of the
Adams Morgan SunTrust
Bank.
Coming from a series of
public art projects entitled
"Circling the Issue," the exhibit is meant to reflect the
inner life of the average
person as he or she goes
through a daily routine. At
the opening reception, curious passersby wandered
in and out of the alleyway.
The intent of Robles’ exhibit
was to create a museum environment without walls.
From 18th Street, the
first projection featured an
underwater view of boats
and swimmers set to calming, classical music. Quickly
changing frames set against
dual screens created a sense
of tranquility. Titled “Piso
Mojado," or "Wet Floor," the
projection made a statement
about global warming.
The next video was
more cheerful, featuring
a rose-colored screen that
physically moved up and

Catch a film at
just-opened West
End Cinema this
weekend- $9

H

love.futbol charity
performances
at Jack Morton
Thursday- $15

QuickTakes...
Ra Ra Riot
“The Orchard”
(Barsuk Records)

“The Orchard” follows up Ra Ra
Riot’s debut album “The Rhumb Line,”
which garnered a lot of praise and attention in the indie pop scene. The new
album experiments with an upbeat and
catchy sound in “Boy,” an '80s feel in
“Too Dramatic,” and a bit of a jazzy
sound in “You And I Know.” However, it still remains true to
the band’s core style – orchestral pop with violin and cello arrangements fused with somber tunes and vocals. “Do You Remember,” mixed by Vampire Weekend’s Rostam Batmanglij,
is one of the album’s memorable standouts with its rich and
intricate melody. While it takes several listens to warm up to,
“The Orchard” is definitely not a sophomore slump.

–Christina Oriel

Matt & Kim
“Sidewalks”
(FADER Label)
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Language professor Alberto Robles showed a more artistic side Friday when he presented his latest video
art in a public installation in Adams Morgan.

down with the image of an
opening elevator. “Tequila”
by The Champs played as
the phrases “Expiacion”
– Spanish for atonement –
and “I always return to the
original question: Where do
I go now?” projected across
the screen.
The final projection was
meant to be a compilation
of short stories and points
from Robles’ entire exhibition.
Robles has received a
good deal of attention for
his works and also received
funds from the D.C. Commission on the Arts and
Humanities’ City Arts Projects fund. Robles is a former
DCCAH Media Artist Fellow. The "Present Interval/
Intervalo en el Presente"
project has been almost two

years in the making.
Robles intended originally for the piece to be installed on the curved walls
of the Dupont Circle Metro
station, but the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority turned the project down.
“They don’t like electronic art,” Robles said.
“They must believe Van
Gogh’s still alive.”
Another challenge Robles faced was working with
the medium of electronic
public art. While the third
projector in the exhibit
wasn’t functioning for the
opening night of the installation, Robles hoped to get
it running for the next day's
exhibit.
“With public electronic
art, many things can happen

with machines and electricity,” he said.
Each individual video
piece was displayed on a
series of mirrors running on
a slow-moving motor back
and forth. Joseph Kinnard,
the technical advisor for the
project, developed the system for the exhibition.
“The entire system is
temporary. It’s only made
to last two nights,” Kinnard
said.
Reflecting on the idea
of his exhibit, Robles said
he believes in the universal
concept of public art.
“There are a lot of opportunities to create public
art because it’s for everyone,” Robles said. “Anybody can enjoy public art.
It’s on the street – part of
daily life.” u

The third studio album from this indie rock duo is sure to please their strong
fan following. Matt & Kim stay true to
their synth-pop sound but change things
up a bit on certain tracks like “Block After Block” by adding a strong Southern
hip-hop beat. Between the catchy chorus on “AM/FM Sound” and the bouncy electronic sound of
“Where You’re Coming From,” it is impossible to not be in a
good mood when listening to any song on this album.

–Marissa Driscoll

M.I.A.
“Maya”

(N.E.E.T./XL/Interscope Records)
While this album was not received
with much acclaim, it is a very impressive creation by M.I.A. The sounds are
rather abstract and cacophonous, but
they grow on you. She is still making her
signature political statements, like on the
track “The Message,” which is about her
thoughts on Google’s connection to the government. “Space”
is slower than usual for M.I.A., while “Xxxo” offers an upbeat
and accessible sound. While “Maya” is definitely a departure
from M.I.A.’s previous music, the album is still worth a listen.

–Katie Donham
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Campus art
finds a home
Dean's Seminar offers students an inside look
into installing an exhibit in Classroom 102
by Madeline Twomey
Hatchet Reporter
The often ambiguous artists and curators of Classroom 102 were made public
this weekend when one group of freshmen
designed and installed its own exhibit.
The gallery was taken over Sunday by
13 freshmen for their final project in professor Bibiana Obler ’s Dean's Seminar.
The exhibit, called "Cultural Immersion," was installed Sunday and celebrated
its festive opening Tuesday.
“It’s really about the different cultures,”
student director Andy Johnson said. “When
you walk in… you’ll be able to get a taste of
what each culture is like.”

''

You're not just reading from
a textbook or just sitting in
the classroom everyday.
You're actually going out
and experiencing what it's
like to be a curator...

''

Madeline Fraser
Freshman

The theme for the installation came from
conversations about the importance of an
exhibit’s location to the exhibit itself. The
National Museum of the American Indian,
Obler explained, faces the Capitol, which
sends a “powerful symbolic message.” The
students had to consider their location on a
college campus and in the nation’s capital
in their choice of artwork.
Though the students ultimately decided
they wanted to distance their exhibit from
the politics of D.C., they held on to the idea
of the District as a cultural melting pot, and
that GW students in particular come from
around the world and interact globally.
Last year, student and co-director Madeline Fraser spent her gap year teaching art
to children in India. Some of the children’s
artwork will be featured in the exhibit.

“Cultural Immersion” also features a
video about nightlife in Honduras, Fraser ’s
photography from India and other pieces
inspired by Japanese and Indian cultures
from a variety of GW students. The exhibit
is also interactive and encourages visitors
to write their own cultural stories on a notecard and pin them on a wall of the exhibit. The aqua-colored wall, a rainbow of
colors and the variety of mediums used in
each piece echo the variety of cultures represented in the exhibit.
Students in the class range from presidential scholars in the arts to pre-med students to art history converts.
But Obler said even the students most
versed in art history do not always take
advantage of what D.C. has to offer in the
arts.
“I’ve taught classes before where I had
students who were art history majors and
they hadn’t been to the Hirshhorn,” Obler
said.
To remedy this problem, Obler created
this one-of-a-kind class, which never meets
in the same place twice, trading the boundaries of a typical classroom for museums
and galleries around the city. Obler hopes
that these interactions will make students
not only more aware of the resources available in D.C., but also expose them to internship opportunities.
The students have met with the directors and curators of the museums, which
has allowed them to learn directly from
professionals who put on exhibits and to
ask their advice about the students' own
installations.
“You’re not just reading from a textbook or just sitting in the classroom everyday,” Fraser said of the field trips. “You’re
actually going out and experiencing what
it’s like to be a curator and what it’s like to
be a director.”
Many students, like Michelle Cho, came
into the class already appreciative of art
and museums, but enjoyed being behind
the scenes at the galleries, which is what
the class was designed to provide.
“The class is a really great way to see
art in a different perspective as opposed to
just visiting a museum. It really allowed
me to learn a lot more about art, museums
and art history. It allowed me to see the
museum in a whole different perspective,”
Cho said.
The exhibit will be displayed until Nov.
18. Students do not have to be art majors to
be involved in Classroom 102. u
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Freshmen from professor Obler's "The Art of Exhibition" seminar installed
"Cultural Immersion," an exhibit that looks at the diversity of cultures. The
students spent the semester learning about what goes into the installation
of an exhibit by visiting surrounding museums and galleries.
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www.gwmarketplace.com
Phone: (202) 994-7079
1309

GWMarketplace

Fax: (202) 994-

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
Online classfied ads are available
FREE to all GW students and faculty.
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online
posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words,
and $.30 per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online. If you
cannot access the internet, ads may be placed
via email, fax or in person at our office. An
extra fee may apply.
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Jobs
Seeking part-timechild
care care for 10 hours a
week - Monday-Thursday
from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm in
Mount Vernon area, Fairfax
County. Responsible for two
4-year old children, including picking the children up
from school in Old Town

Alexandria. Must speak
English; be legally permitted to work in the U.S.; and
hold valid drivers' license
and provide own transportation. References required,
and candidates should be
prepared for a background
check. To apply: (703) 7045355; sbrohde@cox.net

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American
Express and Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

To advertise in
The GW Hatchet
Call (202) 994-7682
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
or
e-mail us at
ads@gwhatchet.com

Sports

Number
crunch
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IN Brief
Rudolph earns second
team all-conference honors
Men’s soccer sophomore forward Seth Rudolph was named to
the All-Atlantic 10 Second Team
Wednesday in voting conducted by
the conference’s coaches.
Rudolph was second in the A-10
in scoring with 10 goals and was
third in the conference with 21
points. The sophomore recorded
two hat tricks this season, against
Mount St. Mary’s Sept. 11 and
against Saint Joseph’s Nov. 7 in
GW’s only A-10 win of the season.
Rudolph, who was named A-10
Rookie of the Year last season,
struggled at times in front of the
goal, men’s soccer head coach
George Lidster said.
"Even though he's our top
scorer, we've talked about how he
needs to be more composed in
front of goal, and work a little harder for the ball," Lidster said after
his team’s 4-0 season-ending win
Sunday.
Despite Rudolph’s success, the
Colonials struggled on the field and
had two separate losing streaks of
five and eight games, respectively.
GW was held scoreless in nine of its
last 14 games and also struggled
with injuries, especially in goal, for
much of the season.

Last word
"This year there is no
real strong frontrunner in
the country, so it's wide
open."
–Brian Beil, cross-country
head coach, on senior Megan
Hogan's chances as she enters
NCAA competition this month.

Head head head head head
head head head

Last word
"Quote quote quote quote
quote quote quote quote
quote quote quote quote
quote quote quote quot."
–Person person, title title blah
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah title
title blah blah blah blah blah blah blah
blah title title blah blah blah blah blah
blah blah blah title title blah

3

Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

H

The number of seasons that senior
Megan Hogan has been competing
at the collegiate level as a runner.

Hogan readying for NCAA Championships
Senior women’s crosscountry runner Megan Hogan was named Atlantic
10 Cross-Country StudentAthlete of the Year for the
second time in a row Tuesday, but it’s not exactly time
to celebrate.
She’s got another race
this weekend, the NCAA
Mid-Atlantic
Regional
Championship, but the
22-year-old has her sights
set even higher than that.
“We’ve been working
the past few months and
now it’s time to decrease
mileage and get rested up
for these races. Regionals
is more of a step to nationals, less than a huge race,”
Hogan said. “It’s more of
our region, mid-Atlantic;
it’s really great competition.
[We can] see what they’re
doing, see where they’re at
and how I play up against
them.”
Hogan is confident,
and she has reason to be. In
2008, she became the first
GW runner to make it to the
NCAA National Championship race. Last year, she

made her second straight
trip to the national championship, where she finished
27th out of 255 runners, and
was the first-ever GW runner to be honored as an AllAmerican.
This year, she set a conference record at the Atlantic
10 Championship late last
month when she completed
the 5K course in 16:56, making her the first-ever in the
conference to finish in under 17 minutes. It’s an impressive accomplishment,
but Hogan’s goals are loftier
than A-10 honors.
“My goals are mostly
for nationals,” Hogan said.
“I would like to be top 10, at
the very least.”
Hogan, who is a graduate student but is a senior
in terms of her athletic eligibility, transferred to GW
from Mount Ida College in
Massachusetts. At Mount
Ida, she played basketball
freshman year and began
running as a sophomore.
She came to GW as an inexperienced runner and
credits cross-country head
coach Brian Beil with her
transformation into an elite
collegiate runner.

“My coach has basically
done everything. I came
into this program not even
knowing what I was doing. I had no clue,” Hogan
said. “Without everyone’s
support, I would never be
where I am at. I run for myself, but I run for all these
people in my life, too.”
Beil praised Hogan’s
commitment to her adopted
sport and said he’s been
amazed by her remarkable
growth as a runner.
“She’s only been running for three years now. If
you told anyone that you
start a sport today and in
three years you’ll be running against Olympic-caliber athletes… they wouldn’t
believe you,” Beil said.
The head coach didn’t
rule out his star runner as a
potential national champion. With a wide-open field
this season, Beil said, anything is possible.
“This year there is no
real strong frontrunner in
the country, so it’s wide
open,” Beil said. “At nationals, you know, whoever has
the best day is going to win
it and certainly [Megan] is
going to be in that pack.” u

[Manning] and Lauren
[Fuchs].”
In the team’s first meet
Oct. 18 against American
and Catholic universities,
Myers had victories in the
500-yard freestyle and the
400-yard individual medley.
Myers also won the final
event of the meet, the 1650yard freestyle, with a time of
16:40.54.
The next week in a meet
at home against Drexel, Myers won four events, including the 200-yard freestyle,
the 500-yard freestyle, the
200-yard individual medley
and the 400-yard freestyle
relay, in which she swam the
anchor leg.

Both
performances
earned her recognition from
the conference, but the freshman said the success and
attention early in her first
season for the Colonials has
only motivated her to work
harder in the pool.
“I honestly didn’t think
about it. I just came here, I
was gonna try hard and do
what I could,” she said. “I
didn’t expect it. I was surprised, I didn’t even know
that A-10 thing existed. It
was cool.”
Myers knows that more
challenges are coming as she
and her teammates move
deeper into their season. As
the competition improves,

the comfort level that Myers has found in the pool
thus far will disappear. It’s
an obstacle Myers said she’s
excited to take on.
“I’m definitely excited
for the end of the season, like
the big meets,” Myers said.
“I’m excited but I’m nervous
at the same time because it’s
just completely new people.
When you’re at home, you
know who you’re swimming against, you know
how they swim their races.
Here it’s completely new
people, you’ve never swam
against them before, so it’s
different. It makes me nervous, you don’t know what
to expect.” u

by Noah Cohen
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Graduate student and cross-country runner Megan Hogan has her
sights set on the NCAA National Championship race later this month.

Myers finding early success in pool for GW
by louis nelson
Sports Editor
Once she gets in the
pool, not much has changed
for freshman swimmer Caroline Myers. The water is
the same, as are the events
in which she swims, so her
transition from high school
to college swimming has
been a relatively easy one.
“Swimming is swimming, laps are laps, so that
part is the same, but the atmosphere is a lot different,”
Myers said. “The coaches are
way more encouraging, and
at swim meets everyone’s
cheering for you, everyone
cheers for everyone. No one

is normally sitting down unless you just swam.”
The atmosphere has
translated positively for Myers, who won back-to-back
Atlantic 10 weekly awards
Oct. 18 and 25, making her
the first GW swimmer to do
so since Kristen Fagley did it
in 2001.
“I think the biggest
change for me is my team
here, the GW team, is awesome, so supportive. They
make practice fun, so I like
that aspect a lot better,” Myers said. “I like my coach
here a lot better than I did
at home. [Head coach] Dan
[Rhinehart] is awesome, so
is [assistant coaches] Shea

