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GW seeks donors for
Gelman renovations

Kromah
sidelined
with left
foot injury

by Amy Rhodin
Campus News Editor

by LOUIS NELSON
Sports Editor
Sophomore men’s basketball
guard Lasan Kromah will be sidelined indefinitely, a spokesperson
said Friday.
Kromah, the team’s returning
top scorer from last season, has a
sprained left foot that will likely
require surgery, Associate Sports
Information Director Brad Bower
said.
Kromah injured his left foot Oct.
30 and did not play in GW’s 82-64
win over Bowie State in an exhibition game Nov. 6.
Men’s basketball head coach
Karl Hobbs said that he did not have
a plan yet as to who would replace
Kromah in GW’s starting lineup this
season. Freshman Nemanja Mikic
– who played a team-high 31 minutes and scored 11 points against the
Bulldogs – earned a spot in GW’s
starting lineup prior to Kromah’s injury and would have started against
Bowie State regardless of Kromah’s
ability to play, Hobbs said.
Hobbs said Kromah’s injury
was not considered serious when he
See KROMAH: Page 6
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The Colonials' top-scorer from last season, sophomore Lasan Kromah, will be
sidelined indefinitely following a foot sprain he sustained last month.

The University is in talks with
several philanthropists to secure
a large-scale donation for renovations of the first floor of Gelman
Library.
Jennifer Broome, the new director of development for the library, addressed the widespread
student belief that the University
does not support the aging building during Tuesday night’s Student Association meeting, saying
that administrators are taking
student concerns seriously and
are working toward securing the
funds to make improvements to
the building.
“The University supports the
library but we don’t have infinite
resources,” Broome said. “They
help us maintain where we’re at,
but to get to the next step we need
philanthropy.”
Broome said she could not
comment on the name of the potential donors, how long the conversations with the donors have
been happening, the time frame
to solidify a plan with one donor,
or how much money the University hopes to receive to start renovating.
“I am not at liberty to discuss
ongoing negotiations with potential donors, but we are in communication with several at this time,”
Broome said.

Broome said she has noticed
an increased demand for change
in recent weeks, and that she has
taken it seriously as a call to move
forward with the plans.
University President Steven
Knapp said in late October that
Gelman is a priority for his office
but offered no specific plans for
funding the renovations.
Steven Lerman, the provost
and executive vice president for
academic affairs, restated that it
is a priority both within his office
and the University as a whole to
renovate Gelman to suit student
needs. Lerman said he expects
renovations for the first floor to
follow a similar time frame as
the new Science and Engineering
Complex, slated for completion in
2012.
Lerman said, however, the
plans are still being figured out
regarding the building.
“At this point, we are preparing to select an architect,” Lerman
said. “Hence, we do not have a
full scope or cost estimate for the
project at this time.”
Lerman said due to privacy issues involved with selecting a donation to the University, he would
not comment on the nature of the
donor process.
“We’re building some steam
this year,” Broome said. “When
I came six months ago, we were
See GELMAN: Page 6

Columbian
Radical group met by student protests
freshmen can
opt into new
GCR program
by PRIYA ANAND
Contributing Editor
Freshmen in the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences have the opportunity to opt into the school’s new
24-credit general curriculum requirement program, but will not be allowed
to transfer more than three classes.
Last April, CCAS voted to reduce
the number of core curriculum requirements by nearly half, from 42 credit
hours to 24 credit hours, which was the
first time the school's GCRs had been
revised in 20 years.
Associate Dean of Undergraduate
Studies Paul Duff said freshmen who
choose to opt into the new requirements
will only be able to count three courses
from previously taken GCRs toward the
new G-PAC program: one quantitative
or scientific reasoning course, one social
science course and one arts or humanities course.
See GCRs: Page 6
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More than 300 students and local residents rallied against a protest by four members of the controversial Kansas-based Westboro Baptist Church.

by JUSTIN KITS
Hatchet Staff Writer
It was 300 against four in Washington Circle Thursday morning,
as a slew of students gathered to
rally against members of the radical Westboro Baptist Church who
were on campus to protest the
University.
The
Kansas-based
group
known for promoting an anti-gay
message and picketing soldiers’
funerals was in Foggy Bottom to

H

ficers blocked physical interaction between both groups,
the early-morning gathering
of students and area community members was for the
most part calm. Many students wore shirts that said
“I’m Gay for Today,” in support
of three seniors’ initiative to send
a message to the church, and held
signs that mocked the signs of the
WBC.
One student held a sign that
said, "God hates J Street," while

Watch students protest
the Westboro Baptist
Church Thursday.
www.gwhatchet.com

protest America’s youth for being what it calls “God-hating heathens.” The four members of the
church that showed up were met
by a large counterprotest that filled
the north side of the circle.
Though more than 20 police of-

another student, dressed as Jesus,
held a sign that said, "No I don't,"
in reference to the WBC's message
that "God hates you."
Editors of The GW Patriot –
organizers of the counterprotest –
said their goal was to overpower
the church's message through
peaceful means.
“GW students came out in
force and showed that we don’t
support hate,” Will Frey, editor
See PROTEST: Page 6

Court, prof. look to settle child porn case without trial
by Emily cahn
Senior News Editor
Diego Fasolini – the part-time Italianlanguage professor arrested last month
for possession of child pornography – was
released from jail Friday, after his attorney
and the prosecution vowed to resolve the
case out of the courtroom.
Fasolini, 42, will be electronically
monitored until his next court date Dec.
10, and is prohibited from using computers “for the purpose of downloading any
child porn or porn otherwise,” Magistrate
Judge Alan Kay ruled.
Kay told Fasolini that if Fasolini broke
the conditions of his release, it would
“conceivably have an impact on the end
result” of the case.
It would be “ugly and fatuitous for
you to in any way log onto any of those
Devereaux Sterrette sites, which you now know are prohib-

SPORTS

Colonials drop
final game
The women's
volleyball team
lost Sunday,
missing the A-10
tournament.

• Page 10

drive.
“If a resolution can be reached that
satisfies both parties, then it saves the time
and expense of a trial. It just makes things
easier,” Fasolini’s attorney Shawn Moore
said after Friday’s hearing.
Moore did not specify what outcome
he was seeking, saying it’s “a little early to
go into much more detail.” Moore added,
however, that it is not 100 percent certain
that a deal will be reached outside of trial.
“All I can say is over the next couple
of weeks… I’ll try and talk to defense and
prosecution to see if there is a resolution,”
Moore said.
Bill Miller, a spokesman for the U.S.
attorney’s office, declined to comment on
the case.
Fasolini is currently suspended from
the University pending the outcome of the
case.
–Justin Kits contributed to this report.
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The right to drink what we want

Columnist Logan Dobson argues for students' right to
drink Four Loko. • Page 4

Humanizing the homeless

ited,” Kay told Fasolini during the hearings.
David Kent, the U.S. attorney prosecuting the case, asked the court to ban
Fasolini from accessing the Internet at all,
due to “the volume of images found” on
Fasolini’s external hard drive last month.
After a private consultation with the
judge, Fasolini was told not to access pornography of any kind.
“While there is no technology that can
guarantee a person with that condition
doesn’t engage in the collection of child
pornography, law enforcement does have
methods that they employ in order to
confirm that the person is abiding by that
condition,” Cliff Keenan, deputy director
of pretrial services, said.
Fasolini had been held in jail since his
arrest Oct. 28, after police found more than
100,000 images of both adult and child
pornography on Fasolini’s external hard

LIFE

The Hatchet chronicles the life of the homeless
community on the Foggy Bottom Campus. • Page 7

Thousands rally
for Israeli soldier
Students joined more
than 1,000 others to
rally for Hamas to
release Gilad Shalit.

• Page 3

Law professor nominated to U.N. post

Professor Sean Murphy was nominated to the
U.N.'s International Law Commission. • Page 6

Bob Dylan plays Smith Center

Rock legend brings 'Never Ending Tour' to GW.

• Page 6
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IN Brief

Froggy Bottom Pub looks
to extend weekend hours
The popular Froggy Bottom Pub is
lobbying community members to extend
the pub’s weekend hours until 3 a.m.
The restaurant portion of the pub is
open until 11 p.m. nightly and the bar
closes at 2 a.m., but with later hours, the
pub could continue service and carryout
on the main floor.
At the Foggy Bottom and West End
Advisory Neighborhood Commission
meeting Wednesday night, members
said they would not oppose Froggy Bottoms’s plan to stay open later.
“They’re pretty far away from the
residential area and I haven’t had any
complaints,” Commissioner Florence
Harmon said.
The ANC often protests business’ requests to stay open later – whether they
serve liquor or not – because community
members fear rowdy students will impact their quality of life.
Froggy Bottom Pub owner Hien Bui
said the extension would only apply
to Friday and Saturday nights, but the
option of closing before 3 a.m. exists if
there are no customers in the bar.
“I just extended because all the establishments around me open very late, and
customers sometimes want to stay because we are the quiet bar around here,”
Bui said. “They want to talk and sometimes they don’t have enough time.”

–Priya Anand

Happy

21st

Birthday
Becky Reeves!
Love,
The Hatchet
staff

Francis Rivera | Hatchet staff photographer

The Lassi Land group performs during a Diwali celebration in the Continental Ballroom Saturday. The freshman group is part of the Indian Students
Association. Known as the Festival of Light, Diwali incorporates firecrackers and flame-lit lamps.
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Members of the controversial group
protested in Washington Circle Thursday.

Provost Steven Lerman hosted a pancake
breakfast at his home on the Vern.

The Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority hosted
a beauty pageant Saturday night.

Westboro Baptist Church

Pancakes with the Provost

november

Miss Freshman Pageant

15

Leading through Civilian Power

An Eye on Food Documentary Film Series

In this installment of the Kalb Report, a panel
of experts will examine the history of the
relationship between the press and presidents.
National Press Club • 8 p.m.

Anne-Marie Slaughter, director of policy
planning at the U.S. State Department,
will discuss global governance and
American foreign policy.
Lindner Family Commons • 6:30 p.m.

The Urban Food Task Force will screen
“Supercharge Me! 30 Days Raw,” followed by
a discussion with producer and director Jenna
Norwood.
Funger Hall 108 • 7 p.m.

Monday

Scoops and Scandals: Two Centuries
of Presidents and the Press

Tuesday

16

Wednesday

17

GW International Research
Symposium

To celebrate International Education Week,
study abroad alumni will share the research
they conducted while abroad.
Marvin Center 308 • 11 a.m.
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Bank of America
markets to alumni
Company spent
$17,000 to sign up
alumni last year
by monica mehta
Hatchet Reporter

Becky Crowder | hatchet photographer

Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y., spoke at a rally in support of captured Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit Thursday night on the National Mall. More than
1,000 people – including about three dozen GW students – attended the rally, which was organized by students at the University of Maryland.

Thousands rally for Israeli soldier
by James walls
Hatchet Reporter
A group of GW students
joined more than 1,000 supporters to demand the release of Gilad Shalit, an Israeli soldier who has been
held captive by Hamas since
his capture in 2006, Thursday evening on the National
Mall.
The University of Maryland chapter of the Zionist
Organization of America organized the 1,600 for 1,600
Humanitarian Rally for Gilad
Shalit, to match the number
of days Shalit has been held
by the Palestinian political
organization Hamas. Many
governments, including the
U.S., consider Hamas a terrorist organization.
Three dozen GW students met at Hillel with Israeli flags large and small to
head down to the rally as a

group.
“The rally is more of a
humanitarian effort, getting
the Red Cross to make sure
that he’s okay,” sophomore
Rebecca Federman, a member of GW’s Jewish Student
Association, said. Federman
served as a liaison between
GW and the University of
Maryland students organizing the rally.
Daniel Berdugo, president of the University of
Maryland chapter of the
ZOA, said the rally for Shalit
was meant “to show that the
U.S. and the world has not,
nor will it, forget Hamas’
inhumanities against Gilad
Shalit.”
Berdugo said Hamas has
refused to make contact with
the Red Cross, violating international law.
“The time has come to
say enough is enough,” Berdugo said, eliciting cheers

from the crowd.
The crowd responded
with chants of “Free Gilad
now!” and students raised
signs with messages including “What if he were your
brother?” and “Gilad, you
are not alone.”
In addition to speeches
from activists, the rally included readings of letters
from Shalit’s family. In one
letter, Shalit’s brother, Yoel,
said his family held a 12-day
march across Israel, with
more than 100,000 protestors
calling for his brother’s freedom.
Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y.,
said Hamas is no different
than militant Lebanese Shiite
group Hezbollah, and called
both groups “surrogates
for Iran.” Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has
repeatedly called for Israel’s
destruction.
“Let’s make it very, very

clear to Hamas that Israel
is here to stay as a Jewish
state,” Engel said.
Students joined in celebration afterward, dancing
to Israeli popular music and
forming a circle, chanting
“Am Yisrael Chai,” which
translates to “the people of
Israel live.”
“It was really impressive
that this rally was put together by students and that it
reached so many outlets and
so many people turned out,”
junior Rebecca Kahn-Witman
said.
Rachel Goldrich, co-president of the GW Student Alliance for Israel, commented
on the importance of students taking action.
“I think that students
hold a lot of power, and
politicians are really looking
at and care about what the
young people are saying,”
Goldrich said. u

ANC seeks delay in school remodeling
Fenty nixed plans
to convert space
into apartments
by Nicole mortimer
Hatchet Reporter
A community group is
asking the District to hold
off on choosing a developer for Stevens Elementary
School because neighbors
are concerned their voices
won't be heard.
The city is vetting six
bidders for the historic elementary school, located at
21st and K streets, but West
End residents are requesting that the meeting to pick
the developers be pushed
back to later this winter.
“I don’t think that the
community will be harmed
if this is delayed so that we
can get more information
about the different proposals out there,” Advisory
Neighborhood
Commissioner Florence Harmon
said.
The Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and
Economic
Development
plans to hold a meeting
Dec. 1 to determine which
of the developers' plans it
will choose for the site.
Stevens, built in 1868,
was the first publicly funded
school for African American
children in D.C. and many
of its early students were
children of former slaves.
In 2001, the school was

Hatchet File Photo

The former elementary school has been closed since 2008, and plans
to renovate the building have been met with community outrage.

named a National Historical Site by the National Park
Service and was closed for
use in 2008
Originally, Mayor Adrian Fenty had given a contract to Equity Residential
to develop the former elementary school into apartments, but later revoked the
contract due to virulent opposition by area residents..
“I think we owe it to
everyone in the community
and DMPED owes it to the
community that we find the
best project for the community for that space,” Harmon
said of the new contract vetting process.
Five ANC commissioners voted to send the letter to
the development office. One
commissioner, GW alumnus Asher Corson, recused
himself from the debate and
vote due to his affiliation

with one of the developers
who submitted bids for the
project. Corson didn’t return request for comment as
to which developer he has
an affiliation with.
Area residents opposed
the development plans originally chosen for the site, in
which Equity Residential
was selected to develop the
area into apartments in September 2009.
Some residents living
near Stevens Elementary
did not support building
rental units on the site because they feared students
would move in, and that
the property would become
similar to another Equity
Residential building popular with GW students, the
2400 M Apartments.
ANC Chair Rebecca
Coder said Wednesday the
issue had to do with the de-

veloper’s management of
2400 M.
“When they first opened
2400 M, they had no management guidelines in place,
the student population shot
up to 85 percent [of the
building],” ANC Chair Rebecca Coder said.
She said while Equity Residential has made
changes so the apartments
can’t have co-signers, Coder
said the developer’s reputation has been about internal
investment as opposed to
what’s good for the neighborhood. Other commissioners echoed her concern
about Equity Residential in
the case of Stevens.
“There have just been
too many incidents at the
other building that they
were managing, and we
had a lot of concern about
that particular outfit going
in,” Harmon said of Equity
Residential.
Coder said last week
before the meeting that she
thought the proposal “was
simply inappropriate for
the historic Stevens.”
Some community members said Wednesday that
they would like Stevens to
become a charter school,
but if that isn’t an option
others said they supported
plans for a hotel over apartments.
Akridge, Donohoe Development, Toll Brothers,
Moddie Turay Co. and Peebles Corp. all have the opportunity to submit a new
development bid due later
this month. u

Bank of America made
a $17,000 deal with the GW
Alumni
Association,
in
hopes of increasing its customer base.
The payments represent
a nationwide trend of credit
card companies paying colleges and universities to
promote their services, according to the report by the
Federal Reserve.
Bank of America makes
a contribution to the Alumni
Association for every new
account opened through
GW and for every purchase
made with the card, according to the Alumni Association’s website. The revenue
Bank of America gives the
Alumni Association goes
toward supporting alumni
grant programs, GW student
scholarships and miscellaneous operating expenses,
University
spokeswoman
Jill Sankey said.
The Credit Card Accountability Responsibility
and Disclosure Act of 2009
– also known as the Credit
CARD Act of 2009 – prohibits credit card companies
from using incentives on
campuses to get current students to sign up. It also requires companies to disclose
how much they pay colleges

to market to alumni, as well
as how many new accounts
the company nets from the
marketing efforts.
Josh Frank, a senior research analyst at the Center
of Responsible Lending, said
there is no cap on how much
money an institution can receive from a credit card company, as long as the money is
reported.
Last year, credit card
companies paid more than
$83 million to universities to
promote their services and
opened more than 53,000
new accounts on college
campuses.
Sankey said the partnership with Bank of America
allows the Alumni Association to offer discounts and
other benefits to members.
“These special offers are
completely voluntary and
provide the opportunity for
the Alumni Association to
reach out to the University’s
graduates, show it is working on behalf of its constituents and prove there is value
in staying connected with
the GW community,” Sankey said.
Last year, credit card
companies paid more than
$83 million to universities to
promote their services and
opened more than 53,000
new accounts on college
campuses.
Georgetown
University’s Alumni Association was
paid nearly $30,000 from the
same company to open 112
new accounts, and American University was paid just
over $21,000 for 30 new accounts, the report said. u

UMD creates iPhone
app to report crime
App allows users to
send police video of
crime as it occurs
by adithi grama
Hatchet Reporter
A new smartphone application created at the University of Maryland looks to
turn a student’s smartphone
into a crime-fighting and
emergency response device.
The application – called
"Video 911" – allows student witnesses or victims of
crimes and other public safety emergencies to broadcast
both their location and live
audio and video footage directly to a police dispatcher,
who would then alert first
responders closest to the

"Any method that will
allow students to...
quickly report a
crime or potential
crime is a valuable
tool."
Darrell Darnell

Vice President for Safety and
Security
scene of the crime.
The app, creators say,
eliminates the need to dial
911, as simply opening the
app and pressing a button for help would put the
student in touch with a dispatcher.
Darrell Darnell, GW’s

vice president for safety
and security, said he views
the creation of the app as a
“promising development,”
adding that the app itself is
a potentially valuable tool.
“Any method that will
allow students to contact
law enforcement and public
safety officials and quickly
report a crime, or potential
crime, is a valuable tool,
particularly a tool such as
an app that most students
are familiar with and comfortable using,” he said in
an e-mail.
While the app has yet to
become operational, UMD
Assistant University Police
Chief Maj. Jay Gruber said
the concept has worked
“fantastically” in a lab environment, and UMD is currently seeking approximately $100,000 to pay for a pilot
program.
Gruber said funding
could come from telecommunication companies or
the state within the next
year.
Gruber said he sees the
V911 app having a “big
impact” at UMD and beyond, since in addition to
its benefits for victims and
witnesses of crime, it also
allows for increased “situational awareness” for first
responders and the ability to
watch situations develop.
If the app proves to be
successful in a live environment on the UMD campus,
Gruber said he can see it
spreading “not just to other
college campuses, but also
to other 911 responders.”
Darnell said he hopes to
reach out to University of
Maryland public safety officials to determine how the
pilot program progresses,
and to determine whether
this is a tool that could be
implemented at GW. u

Jimmy Carter book reading rescheduled
Former president
to speak at the
Lincoln Theatre
by Amy Rhodin
Campus News Editor
The postponed book
reading with former President Jimmy Carter in Lisner Auditorium has been
rescheduled for Nov. 29,

though in an alternate venue in the District.
Carter will read excerpts from his new book
“White
House
Diary”
and discuss details of his
presidency during a reading at the Lincoln Theatre
on U Street. Carter was
scheduled to appear for a
sold-out reading in Lisner
Auditorium Sept. 29, during a nationwide media
tour. Two days prior to
the scheduled talk, Carter
was abruptly hospitalized
after falling ill with an up-

Got a news tip?
Share your story.

set stomach on a flight to
Ohio.
Though initial reports
indicated that Carter would
resume his scheduled book
tour in D.C. the following
day, medical staff recommended that the 86-yearold stay in the Cleveland
hospital for observation,
and his Foggy Bottom talk
was cancelled
Students
who
purchased tickets to the September reading in Lisner
Auditorium will have their
tickets honored at the up-

coming event.
“GW students that purchased tickets at the Lisner
box office may use those
tickets to attend the November event at the Lincoln
Theatre, or they may return
to the Lisner box office for
a refund of the ticket cost,”
University spokeswoman
Courtney Bowe said.
Bowe said ticket refunds will be available at
the Lisner box office until
Dec. 22 for those who do
not want to attend the talk
on U Street. u
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Former President Jimmy Carter will read excerpts from his book "White
House Diary" during the rescheduled event in the Lincoln Theatre.
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"If you've gone to war once or twice, you have a different perspective. It's nice to
have that community around to support you."
–Mike Schwille, graduate student and U.S. Army officer, on GW's commitment to veterans.
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Staff Editorial
Happy turkey, sad turkey

Highlighting
the reasons to
fix Gelman
G

Registration at Hogwarts
by Lisa Fischer

What are you thankful for this
Thanksgiving? Here’s The Hatchet’s
monthly wrap-up of what we’re thankful and not so thankful for.
A new reason to drink on a Tuesday
Georgetown bar and frequent GW hangout McFadden’s Restaurant
and Saloon in D.C was featured on Complex.com’s
"25 More College Bars
We Love" list. We like to
see local restaurants and
bars represented in rankings, and knew McFadden’s was cool even before the cast of "The
Jersey Shore" hung out there.
Basketball starting on the wrong foot
Sophomore Lasan Kromah, a guard for the men’s
basketball team, injured his
left foot in October and has
been sidelined indefinitely.
This represents a loss for
the Colonials, so we hope
he recovers soon.
Yes, you do spend too much at that
restaurant
When GW implemented the GWorld
2.0 program, students lost the ability to see
a line-item view of where they spent their
money. The University responded to this problem
and reintroduced itemized expenses. The move
will hopefully help curb
fraudulent GWorld activity, while helping us keep
track of how much Colonial Cash we actually spend on fro-yo.
A potential solution for Gelman
The University is in talks with several
philanthropists to secure large donations
for the renovation of Gelman
Library, and while this is a
good step for Gelman,
it does not ensure that
students will soon see
a change. We hope that
these potential investors
will see how deserving our
campus library is, but we can’t get too excited for the University’s announcement until
the problems are actually fixed.
What’s
the
CRN
for
easier
registration?
Once again, course registration days
were fraught with difficulties. The University
should account for the increased student traffic and update the
server to accommodate
more users. We’re already
cranky enough having to
wake up to sign up for
courses at such an ungodly hour, but at least
make the process smooth
enough so that we can get the classes we
want and crawl back to bed by 7:10.
All-time-high retention rate means more
familiar faces
A record number of students came
back to campus for their sophomore year.
GW’s number of student
services and increasingly
competitive academics
are proving to be great
reasons for students to
stick around, and we are
happy to see that. We
hope that this trend of high
retention continues in the years to come.
At Gelman, what’s mine is not yours
Theft at Gelman is getting out of hand.
UPD has told you not to steal.
The library staff has told
you not to steal. Your conscience has told you not
to steal. Until this kick of
kleptomania turns around,
don’t leave your items unattended in the library.
Wednesday break is welcome… but not
This year, GW students do not have class the
Wednesday before Thanksgiving, which is a welcome
departure from the traditionally shorter break.
While we are thrilled by
the extra day off to unwind or travel home, adding this extra day off to the calendar does not
mitigate our pleas for a real fall break.
Don’t leave us!
It’s almost the end of the semester, which
means that soon, members of The Hatchet’s
staff will be graduating early
or will soon embark on adventures abroad. Miranda
Gendel is receiving her
diploma this January,
while Miranda Green and
Rachel Lee are jetting off
to London for the spring
semester. We will miss our
copy editor, contributing life editor and production manager next semester.
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A right to drink what we want

F

A ban on Four Loko limits our ability to choose

our Loko is an excep- people are accusing Four
tionally efficient bever- Loko of that is so offensive?
age. It has as much alIt certainly can’t be its
cohol in one brightly colored alcoholic nature. Colleges
can as five light beers. It has across the country have long
as much caffeine as two cups since come to terms with stuof coffee. At a sindents
drinking,
gle party at Cenand they have
tral
Washington
measures in place
University,
nine
to deal with it.
students
were
Is it because
hospitalized after
they object to the
overconsuming
mixing of energy
the potent beverdrinks and alcoage.
Logan Dobson hol? Well, that’ll
Truly an awful
be a tough thing to
beverage. Dangerprevent. Sure, you
Columnist
ous,
ubiquitous
could ban Four
and pretty badLoko and similar
tasting to boot. Or so I’m drinks. But you’ll probably
told.
have to ban Red Bull, too. Oh,
It’s for these reasons that and vodka. And you’ll have
we’ve seen a broad coalition to ban ever mixing them.
of groups seeking a ban on
Banning Four Loko is the
Four Loko and drinks of a path of least resistance. Atsimilar nature. Eighteen at- torneys general are always
torneys general have asked trying to ban something, bethe Food and Drug Admin- cause they are almost always
istration to investigate the trying to run for some higher
drink and its effects. Nu- office. Therefore, they want
merous colleges around the to be able to point to all the
country, most recently and people they’ve investigated
notably Michigan State Uni- to prove that they’re trying
versity, have banned the to keep the children safe.
drink outright. Others are
Similarly, the temptation
considering it.
to ban Four Loko must be
To paraphrase Winston strong among college presiChurchill – as so many col- dents. The drink has attractumns about college drinking ed significant national press,
do – Four Loko might just be and parents are undoubtedly
the worst drink ever. Except, worried about the affect this
of course, for all the other pernicious beverage will
ones.
have on their poor, innocent
What is it, exactly, that children.

But this is, after all, a
college. At colleges, we are
expected to think rationally,
and judge issues based on
the facts. I am not, of course,
a doctor. My medical knowledge is derived entirely from
reruns of “House” on the USA
Network. For all I know, Four
Loko will give you lupus.
But this much I do know:
All alcohol is probably bad
for you. Smoking is bad for
you. Lives of rampant hedonism filled with wild sexual
trysts and pancakes for dinner are bad for you. But
these things are legal, because we, as a society, have
decided that we’re willing
to do things that are bad for
us because they make us feel
good. And there is nothing
wrong with that.
Is drinking a can of Four
Loko worse for you than
drinking a can of beer? Almost certainly. Is taking a
shot of Bacardi 151 worse for
you than a swig of Southern
Comfort? That’s probably
true, too. But when you pop
the top of that delicious Four
Loko, you enter into a pact
with the rest of society; You
agree to take on that excess
risk in exchange for a good
time. No one, not the government or your college president, should be able to take
that right away from you.
–The writer, a senior majoring
in political science, is a
Hatchet columnist.

elman Library is the only building
on campus in dire need of repair
that is being completely ignored by
the University. And its despair shocks me
every time I pass through the turnstiles.
Gelman is not a top priority for the
University, but renovating the Mount
Ryan Last
Vernon Campus’ academic space, adding
Op-Ed
a multi-million dollar Science and Engineering Complex and building additional
research space on the Virginia Campus are.
If GW is looking to gain bragging
rights, boasting about our impressive expansion of academic space and an impressive, well-rounded student body, shouldn’t
we ask where we will house the students
who want to study? The intent behind bettering our academic image is appreciated
and honorable – but the math is simple.
Get Gelman Going, more a movement than an organization, has provided
a voice for those who quietly hope for a
significant change behind their crumbling
cubicles. Why does the University continue
to prolong any sort of initiative to renovate
Gelman? Why do they seemingly avoid the
elephant in the room, or rather, on campus?
This is the epicenter of our school, and yet
its issues haven’t garnered attention from
the administration.
The University gives Gelman Library
a budget, which the library uses to pay
administrative costs, maintenance and repairs, new furniture, debt, books and utilities. Even with the Voluntary Library Gift
– to which 40 percent of students contribute
– only brings in around $800,000 to Gelman.
There is not enough money for the library
to consider renovations, when the budget
and the voluntary gift money are the only
potential resources.
What about donations? You would
think this would be a substantial, go-to
financial resource, but a small number of
alumni gives to the library, which additionally impedes any opportunity for improvement. Yes, the lack of donations perhaps
correlates to our distressed economy, and
although that should be acknowledged, it
is not reason enough to give up the fight.
How can a place of education relegate
the most symbolic locale for studying to the
backburner? Many students also believe the
condition of Gelman Library hinders the
pursuit of higher rankings. If the University
wants to rank higher than our competition,
we should start by first correcting the foundation and focal point of any University.
I have hopes that the University will
soon realize that any step toward a renovation would elicit praise from students.
Renovating Gelman will only improve an
already impressive institution. Although
I will have graduated before seeing any
monumental changes to our library, knowing that future GW students and proud
alumni will be able to witness the transformation of our library will increase my pride
for our University.
I can only hope one day students will
have a functional space to hit the books,
without having to walk in circles for 20
minutes while searching for a seat. Get
Gelman Going, along with the entire student body, challenges the University to
hold a town hall meeting on the issues surrounding Gelman and the renovations that
are needed.
–The writer is a senior majoring in political
science, and founder of Get Gelman Going.

Young voters can't be silent in future elections
I

n the months leading up to the 2010 mid- just how impressive the 2008 election was
term elections, we heard many times over for youth involvement, this is a significant
what is at stake for the country. An end- increase from previous presidential elecless number of politicians told us through e- tions. The youth turnout rate in 2000 was
mail, Facebook and cheesy TV ads that this 36 percent and 47 percent in 2004. Our inelection was a referendum on our future.
creased turnout and general involvement in
The question college students should the 2008 election made the political issues
have been asking, however,
that affect us part of the national
was not whether our candidates
dialogue.
of choice were actually talkIn March of this year, Presiing about the future, but rather,
dent Barack Obama signed a law
whose future were they talking
increasing the availability and
about? In an election dominated
amount of loans and Pell grants alby media stories of witches, tea
lotted for college students, which
partiers and rallies for honor,
acknowledged that he stood with
Bradley Dlatt America’s students. Though the
sanity and fear, where do the college students of America fit in?
president was vocal about his
Columnist
What was in it for us?
support for education reform in
Though this election was seen
his campaign, it is not a stretch
by pundits as a referendum on the Obama to think that our unusually high level of inpresidency, it was actually more about how volvement during the 2008 campaign kept
our generation was ignored. Neither party this issue on his radar and influenced the
bothered to talk about the issues that really administration to do something to make it
impact young people – issues like reducing easier for our generation to pay for college.
the cost of college or creating programs to
This election was a chance to build on
increase the number of entry-level jobs.
the most successful election for young peoIn 2008, voters in our age bracket – 18- ple in recent memory, but instead, the opto-29 years old – comprised 18 percent of posite happened. Exit polls from the 2010
the entire electorate and over half of our elections showed that people in our age
bracket, 52 percent, voted. To understand bracket comprised about 9 percent of the
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electorate and just over 20 percent of people
our age turned out to vote at all, a rate that
was 3 percent lower than it was for the 2006
midterm elections. While this decrease was
small, it is still disappointing after such a
resounding youth turnout to the 2008 presidential election.
If the tea party has taught us anything
in this election, it is that a major way to be
noticed is to be the group talking the loudest and the most often. Regardless of what
you may think of the tea party's policies, the
ability to constantly speak with a consistent
voice increased its relevancy and in many
ways shaped the narrative surrounding this
election. If we want politicians to take student issues seriously, then it is time to speak
up. If we are serious about cutting down the
cost of college and making sure there are
jobs waiting for us after we graduate, then
it is time for our generation to step up and
speak out.
Sad as it may be, campaign 2012 is already just six or so months away. I beg and
implore each of you: Get involved. Make
sure we are heard. Our future and our legitimacy as a group that the country must
listen to depend on it.
–The writer, a senior majoring in political
science, is a Hatchet columnist.
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The broken
Vern Express

A registration nightmare
I

The University needs to address a recurring technology problem

expected the ridiculous last year.
numerology that took
Once I finally gained
traditional course ref- access to the system at 7:10
erence numbers hostage a.m., the relief that washed
would make the already over me was interrupted
painful process of 7 a.m. by the screams of my roomregistration even
mates. We had
worse.
Little
finally
gotten
did I know that
into GWeb, but
those
annoyonce we typed a
ing, nonsensical
CRN and clicked
numbers would
submit, we were
be the least of
logged out. And
my worries.
this didn’t hapGabrielle
On the mornpen once, it haping of my regispened at least
Friedman
tration it was 7
five times.
o’clock on the
The UniverColumnist
dot and I was
sity needs to
still locked out
understand that
of GWeb. Another minute registration is an inherof unsuccessful login at- ently stressful process. We
tempts passed and before all have general curriculum
I knew it, it was 7:05 a.m. requirements we need to
In the darkness of the early fulfill and we are fighting
morning all my computer hundreds of students for
spouted back was the infa- a small number of spots.
mous message, “HTTP/1.1 Though we spend hours
Service Unavailable.”
trying to perfect our schedTalk about déjà vu.
ules by planning classes
For those of you who around jobs and internare fortunate enough to not ships and ensuring we are
understand the aforemen- on track to graduate, our
tioned disaster, students efforts all come crashing
went through these same down on registration day.
registration woes last year.
The culprit is clear:
Despite my frustration technology. Last year, ISS
with the system, I regained Marketing and Commumy cool, telling myself that nications Manager Rachel
it would work again in a Blevins blamed a “service
few minutes just like it did outage” for the problems

students experienced with
logging into GWeb during
registration. But isn’t it time
the University learn from
its mistakes? How many
more students need to experience the overwhelming
stress of waking up before
sunrise only to find that
their best efforts to get into
their classes are trampled
by the heartbreaking crash
of GWeb?
The University should
either invest in a better
server that can handle the
traffic or split registration
up into time shifts so a limited number of students
would be accessing the
server at any given time.
This would allow students
to pick specific times that
fit their schedules to register and in order to ensure
fairness, only an equal fraction of the spots would be
available to each time slot.
On the surface, this may
seem far more complex
than the free-for-all system
we have now, but until the
University can acquire a
server that can handle all
of the students who need
to access GWeb to register
for class, it is the only fair
solution.
Registration is essential, but so far the University has treated it like it is

The University
should either invest
in a better server
that can handle
the traffic or split
registration up to
time shifts ...
just too costly and timeconsuming to tackle since
it has made no efforts to
better the system.
GW needs to address
the basics before we venture out to the auxiliaries.
In the meantime, students will continue to dread
registration as if it were a
trip to the dentist – excruciatingly painful and tedious
all at the same time. We deserve better and it is time
the University takes the
initiative to finally correct
something that students
have brought to its attention time and time again.
–The writer, a sophomore
majoring in international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

GW Hatchet intramural sports
update:
B – Team
def.

Bad News Bears

2-0

The shuttle service is plagued by
inconsistency, and needs a fix

A

t 2:30 a.m. on a Fri- cus on anything other than
day night, a mildly driving while the vehicle is
intoxicated Vern resi- in motion. There are times
dent was waiting by herself when a driver realizes he or
at the Vern Express stop on she hasn’t counted and then
Foggy
Bottom.
turns
around
When the bus fiwhile driving to
nally arrived, the
count the passenParis Bienert
girl quietly emgers.
barked and went
I am not a cerWriter
to take her seat.
tified bus driver,
But
rather
but I am fairly
than driving her
certain that takto the Vern, the bus driver ing your eyes off the road,
insisted the girl get off the especially when you have
bus, saying he would be a busload of students, is a
fired if he allowed her to major no-no. Even if I’m
stay on the bus. Not wanting wrong, are we as students
to cause a scene, the student demanding too much by
got off the bus and waited expecting that our Univerby herself another 30 min- sity’s transportation system
utes for the next bus. This will not jeopardize our peris just one example of what sonal safety?
Vern residents encounter
Another problem is the
when trying to get home.
drivers’ mysterious shift
I doubt there is a single changes. Often, students
Vern resident who has not needing to get to the Vern
complained about the bus will see a bus waiting at the
system at least once this Foggy Bottom stop, get on
year, and it is high time the the bus, and minutes later
University acknowledged be told they need to get on a
the problems with its trans- different bus because either
portation system.
the vehicle is going off-duty
For example, anyone or the driver is going on
who tries to plan around break. Would it not be posthe supposed bus schedule sible for the drivers to swap
will soon come to the harsh immediately when the bus
realization that no such gets to the stop? Why can’t
schedule exists. Buses will the drivers tell students not
depart at 15- and 30-minute to embark, or at least inform
intervals, depending on the them that a bus is about to
time and day, according to go off-duty? To me, these
the signs posted.
seem like easily achievThere is virtually no able tasks that would save
consistent Vern Express students a lot of stress and
schedule. Sometimes dur- frustration.
ing the day, there will be as
I guarantee that if you
many as six buses lined up ask any Vernie, he or she
in front of Somers Hall. Oth- will tell you the Vern Exer times students will have press is a daily hassle that
to wait 15 minutes for a bus the University should acto arrive. Is it really too dif- knowledge.
ficult to regulate the driving
The bus system should
schedule even a little bit?
not be a way to marginalAnd the problems don’t ize Vern residents further,
go away once you manage but rather a way to lessen
to get on the bus. Often, the gap between GW’s two
drivers will forget to count campuses.
how many people step onto
The University needs
the bus before they take off. to acknowledge the Vern
I understand the importance Express' problems and fix
of recording the passenger them.
count, but I do not think it is
–The writer is a freshman maacceptable for a driver to fojoring in women's studies.
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Law professor nominated to U.N. post Bob Dylan plays
by KARA DUNFORD
Contributing Editor

When the U.S. mistakenly shot down Iran Air
Flight 655 in 1988 – killing
the 290 passengers and crew
members on board – GW
law professor Sean Murphy
stepped in to negotiate the
settlement between the two
governments.
The event reinvigorated
his passion for international law, which he said began
to develop while he was a
student at Columbia University School of Law.
“It solidified for me that
this is an important field
that can at times be unsuccessful, but when it is successful it is in ways that can
really help people,” Murphy said.
Twenty-two years later,
Murphy’s experiences in
the field have led to his
nomination to the United
Nations International Law
Commission by the U.S.
State Department.
The 34 members of the
International Law Commission are elected by the
U.N.'s General Assembly
and serve to promote the
development and codification of international law.
Murphy, the Patricia
Roberts Harris Research
Professor of Law, said he is
honored by the nomination
and is excited about the
opportunity that serving
on the commission would
present.
“As an American, I’d
hope I’d bring a U.S. perspective to my work,” Murphy said. “But my work

jordan emont | hatchet staff photographer

Professor Sean Murphy was nominated to the U.N. International Law
Commission after decades of recognized work in international affairs.

would also involve listening to other governments
in addition to the U.S. and
being open to the views of
all countries.”
Murphy has served in
the U.S. Department of State
Office of the Legal Adviser

and as the legal counselor
of the U.S. Embassy in The
Hague, experiences which
he said add to his teaching
practices in the classroom.
“I have hands-on practice in the field both in
Washington and The Hague

and I can bring that into
scholarly discussion in the
classroom,” he said.
His practical experience
coupled with his scholarly
work would prove to be assets if elected to the ILC, he
said.
“I have both a practical and a scholarly background, having been an
academic writing about,
teaching
and
thinking
about law for the past 12
years,” Murphy, who joined
the GW Law School faculty
in 1998, said. “Both would
support my election to the
commission.”
All 192 members of the
U.N. are entitled to nominate someone for the ILC.
From the nominations –
which are due in July of
next year – 34 members
will be elected by the General Assembly in the fall of
2011.
If
elected,
Murphy
would serve a five-year
term beginning January
2012.
Murphy said serving
on the commission would
present opportunities in
which the power of legal
discourse is demonstrated
even in the case of difficult
circumstances and topics,
like the Iran Air flight case.
“It was possible for lawyers from both countries
to spend a year and a half
in direct negotiations and
reach a settlement agreement,” he said. “That gave
me a strong feeling that
even in the worst of situations, legal discourse can
help in the search for a solution.” u

Knapp honors vets on Veterans Day
by rob Reeve
Hatchet Reporter
University
President
Steven Knapp praised the
nearly 500 GW student
veterans Thursday, saying the
group has become a leader in
the University’s commitment
to service.
The event, a celebration
of Veterans Day, was meant
to honor the service of U.S.
Armed Forces members both
past and present.
“I’ve really admired the
leadership role they’ve taken
on our campus and they’ve
been in the forefront of what
we do with service in our
community,” Knapp said.
Knapp lauded
GW's
participation in the Yellow
Ribbon
Program,
which
funds a significant portion of
veterans' education costs.
He also thanked GW
Student Veterans President
Ryan Bos for his service to
his fellow veterans, students
and community, and honored
sophomore Graham Platner,
who is currently redeployed in
Afghanistan.
Student veteran Royes
Gernandt spoke about the
history of the two minutes of
silence established by President
Woodrow Wilson for Armistice
Day, to commemorate the “end
of the great war in the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month.”
Gernandt called for silence
while a trumpeter with ROTC
played taps and Knapp laid
a wreath upon the Kogan
Plaza clock tower with two
midshipmen.

Smith Center

Rock legend brings
'Never Ending
Tour' to GW
by Caroline Bowman
Arts Editor
He shuffled onto the
Smith Center stage Saturday as if he’d been born
there. The aging face of
one of the greatest musicians of all time grinned
with the vitality of a child
eager to perform. Bob Dylan had arrived.
At 69 years old, Dylan
has been traveling continuously since he first
began the Never Ending
Tour in 1988. Saturday
only added another show
to the more than 2,000
he’s played since then.
Dylan and his five
bandmates walked onstage dressed in black to
the screams of his impatient fans. At first glance,
only a white hat and a
boyish grin distinguished
Dylan from the rest of the
band in the darkened atmosphere of the Smith
Center.
At almost full capacity, the arena reeked of
marijuana and incense as
Dylan’s fans pushed their
way toward the stage, revealing a variety of ages
that emphasized Dylan’s
lasting impact over the
years.
As he opened with
“Rainy Day Women # 12
& 35,” Dylan’s voice still
had its signature folk snarl
but was more raw than in
his peak of stardom.
After almost half a
century in the music industry, the “poet laureate
of rock and roll,” as he
was introduced, looked
weathered.
For a little over an
hour and a half, the performance drew the audience into memories of a

GCRs
from p. 1

Gabriella Demczuk | hatchet photographer

Captain Sterling Gilliam lays flowers during a moment of silence to commemorate Armistice Day, which
brought an end to World War I Nov. 11, 1918.

"They've been in the forefront of what we
do with service in our community."
steven knapp
University President
After the ceremony, the
veterans introduced civilian
students to certain aspects of
military life. Students tried
on body armor, helmets and
packs of gear weighing more
than 50 pounds. The veterans
also held a PT – military

GELMAN
from p. 1
stalled but I’ll let you know that we
are in conversations with very large
donors and I hope that we can get
started on that soon.”
Lerman said the University is
also in talks with various student
leaders in order to find out exactly
what people want from the building.
“We are working with the leadership of the Student Association to

KROMAH
from p. 1
sustained it and that the severity of
the injury was not discovered until
later.
“My immediate reaction is that
I just felt bad for Lasan,” Hobbs
said. “He’s worked extremely hard
and he was looking forward to having a great year. I’m not sure the total extent of the injury, but initially
we just thought it would be something minor because when he had
the injury it wasn’t anything that
appeared to be serious until we
went and got his MRI.”
Neither Hobbs nor Bower could
provide a timeline for Kromah’s return to the team. Kromah declined
to comment for this article.
The preseason All-Atlantic 10
Third Team honoree averaged 11.8
points and two steals per game last
season and was going to be count-

jargon for “physical training”
– contest where the two
individuals who performed
the most pull-ups or push-ups
were awarded a GW Student
Veterans T-shirt.
Graduate student Mike
Schwille was one of several

create a student advisory committee for the project and plan to have
similar advisory groups from the
faculty and alumni,” Lerman said.
Student Association President
Jason Lifton said he is happy to see
the administration jump-starting efforts to raise money for the renovations, and that he looks forward to
setting up a student group to help
flesh out ideas for the building.
“The intent of the advisory
group will be to narrow down exactly what we feel the University
needs to focus on with the renovations,” Lifton said.u
ed on to play a major role in the
team’s offense this season.
“I think overall for the team,
that’s a tremendous blow, the one
guy that we have returning that’s
an all-league player,” Hobbs said.
“We just have to find a way to overcome it and I think it puts everybody in a situation where they’re
gonna have to step up, particularly
from a scoring standpoint.”
Hobbs said that like the rest of
the team, Kromah was initially surprised by the severity of the injury
but is working hard to get healthy.
“I think when we first got the
initial news, I think he was like everybody else. I think he was a little
stunned by it,” Hobbs said. “I think
now we’re at the point where he’s
ready to get himself back in playing condition and have his surgery
and start working on his rehab.”
The Colonials will open their
regular season Tuesday against Boston University in the NIT Season
Tip-Off, hosted by Villanova. u

student veterans in the crowd.
Schwille spent five years on
active duty as a U.S. Army
officer and is now in the Army
Reserve. He praised GW
Student Veteran Services for
its work on behalf of student
veterans on campus.
“They really fight a lot of
the battles for the veterans,”
he said. “If you’ve gone to
war once or twice, you have
a different perspective. It’s
nice to have that community
around to support you and get
you acclimated to your new
environment.” u

Only three courses will
transfer, Duff said, because
G-PAC aims to fulfill specific learning goals the old
curriculum did not. He
added that since G-PAC
will not allow credits obtained through Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureates tests to
count, it would be difficult
for current students to restructure their schedules.
The G-PAC program –
designed to focus on perspective, analysis and communication – also requires
six credit hours of work in
social sciences, six humanities credits and three arts
credits, in addition to taking University Writing and
completing two Writing in
the Disciplines courses.
There is also an oral communication requirement,
an analytic course with
a global or cross-cultural
perspective and a course
relating to local and civic

time when Dylan looked
a little bit younger and
sounded a little more
clear. His voice endured
through “Señor (Tales of
Yankee Power)” – as he
jumped between the harmonica and his own rough
vocals – and “Highway 61
Revisited,” though at that
point in the set the lyrics
were barely discernible.
Since his debut selftitled album came out in
1962, Bob Dylan has been
causing a raucous with
the sly look in his eyes
and the dry rasp of his
voice. Legally changing
his name the same year,
Dylan has spent almost
50 years in the music industry pushing boundaries, recovering from drug
addictions and bouncing
between religions.
While his voice has
worn itself down over the
years, the passion that
pushed Dylan through
his music career was still
evident in the way he
threw himself into his
performance. As the encore came, Dylan looked
as if he could go another
hour, rocking along as
he played and smiling
wholeheartedly as the
crowds cheered.
As the first chords of
“Jolene” broke into the
arena, the crowd was
roaring more than it had
when Dylan first walked
onstage.
Shouting “How does it
feel?,” the crowd erupted
into song as Dylan played
“Like a Rolling Stone” at
the end of the concert.
With a final wave into the
bright lights of the stage,
Dylan stepped off into the
darkness.
Micah Lubens, who
graduated from GW in
the spring, said the concert was still “what he
expected” even though
he thought the singer was
much better when he was
younger. u
engagement.
“Virtually everything
counts for one GCR or another. That will not be the
case with G-PAC,” Duff
said.
Students entering in
the fall of 2011 will only
have the option to complete the G-PAC requirements.
CCAS freshman Bijan
Khodavandi said despite
the trade-off for those who
have already completed
many GCRs, he thinks
switching to the new curriculum seems enticing.
“I think the mere fact
of hearing that number
change is going to incline
people to choose it,” Khodavandi said.
Lauren Campbell, also
a CCAS freshman, said she
will probably continue following the old GCR curriculum despite the cutback
in the number of credits
required by G-PAC.
“I like my AP credit,”
Campbell said. “I’d like to
keep that and [GCRs are]
not really much of a setback.” u

PROTEST
from p. 1
in chief of the conservative blog,
said.
Dan Keylin, a senior editor at
the blog, said the publication was
motivated to organize a counterprotest because it wanted to turn
a negative event into something
positive.
“We came together, we had a
good time and we definitely turned
a negative event into a positive
event by having fun with it,” Keylin said, adding that there seemed
to be more laughs then chants.
“Everyone conducted themselves
with class.”
A large group gathered before
the protest began, but members
of the WBC said they hoped more
members of the GW community
would have showed up.
“I thought there were going to
be more; I’m a little disappointed in
them, I have to admit,” Jael Phelps,
a member of the WBC, said.
Phelps added that her group
decided to set its sights on the University after an altercation with a
GW student during a previous trip
to D.C.
“When we were at the Supreme
Court of the United States one of
the GW students in line asked us
‘When are you going to come to
our school?’” Phelps said. “We said
we’ll put you on the schedule… so
we did.”
The church’s media attention
hit a high point last month, when
the Supreme Court said it would

Michelle Rattinger | PHoto Editor

About 300 students rallied against the Westboro Baptist Church's anti-gay
message Thursday morning in Washington Circle.

hear a case dealing with a soldier’s
father who sued the group for
damages after the church protested his son’s funeral. The decision is
likely to be one of the court’s most
important First Amendment decisions in recent history. 	
Some students at the event
said they were proud GW stood
up against the organization’s radical message.
“It’s great to see that we have
such a response to such an unbelievable message that [Westboro is]
trying to promote,” said freshman
Jane Fensterstock. “It’s a really
great thing to see as a freshman.
Regardless of what the support is
for, you’re still going to have people by your side.”

The organizers of the “I’m
Gay for Today” campaign said the
counterprotest brought students
and the community together.
“You see people from all walks
of life walking around in this Tshirt and it’s really cool,” Tyler
Fishbone, one of the organizers of
the “I’m Gay for Today” campaign,
said. “To get this many GW students out to do something, that’s a
pretty cool thing to take part in.”
Fishbone said the protest was
one of the largest gatherings of
students he had seen at the University during his four years at the
University.
“Seeing this sort of turnout
gives me a lot of hope for the future,
especially GW,” Fishbone said. u
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5 years ago...
The University
launches a
curling club.

Christian Ewing
Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com

21 years ago...

GW alumnus
commands crew of
space shuttle Discovery.

H

104 years ago...

GW starts selling arm
bands in support of
sports team.

Humanizing the homeless
Uncertain encounters: caution or kindness?
When you pass
by homeless people
around campus, how
do you react? Do you drop a
coin in their jingling cans? Do
you hug your backpack a little
closer? Do you offer a sympathetic smile?
While the University Police Department encourages
students to exercise caution
around the homeless, many
students remain unsure about
how to interact with the homeless population on campus,
who are among the more than
6,500 people living on the
streets of D.C.
“People tend to squirm

''

As a community,
we need to realize
that homeless
people are as
much a part of
Foggy Bottom
as we are.

''

Izzy parilis
Member
Alpha Phi Omega

Watch an interview
with Wesley Thomas, a
homeless man living at GW
www.gwhatchet.com

when they see an outstretched
cup and happen to get a text
message at that moment or
stare at their shoes,” said sophomore Izzy Parilis, a member
of the community service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega.
UPD acknowledges that
homeless people are a part of
our community, but adds that
they can be a threat to student
safety.
“Homeless people have a
right to be on the street. They
can go anywhere they want,
just like anybody else,” University Police Chief Kevin Hay
said.
But those rights, Hay said,
have a limit. Homeless people
who repeatedly sleep on GW
property can be barred from
campus or even arrested for
trespassing.
“If you have someone who
was spending the night in a
doorway, you go up and you
say to them, you cannot sleep
here,” Hay said. “Most of the
time we’re just going to ask
them to move on.”
Hay added that students
should approach homeless
people around campus with an
air of caution.
“I would tell students that
the majority of homeless people are harmless and they’re
not going to bother them,” he
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Among the mixed messages students receive about interacting with homeless people on campus are
UPD's recommendation of caution and other campus organizations' emphasis on respect.

said.
Nonetheless, UPD makes
student safety the utmost priority.
“Would I be on my guard
around a homeless person?”
Chief Hay said. “Probably,
yeah.”
Despite these warnings of
caution, some students have
said they have positive interactions with homeless people.

Adrian Dahl, a sophomore
who lives in Fulbright, said he
will often talk history with a
man who lives near the hall.
“There’s one guy in particular who[m] I see all the time. He
comes up to us and asks who
our favorite president is,” Dahl
said. “We had a great conversation about LBJ and how his
Great Society program was so
good for homeless people. I’ve

asked him a couple of times
who his favorite president is,
and his answer is always Ulysses S. Grant.”
But not all students interact as amiably with homeless
people they encounter.
“Unfortunately, many students do not take the time to
acknowledge this presence on
campus and to understand
the underlying forces that con-

tribute to homelessness,” said
Hillary Moskow, coordinator
for the GW community service
program the Neighbors Project.
“As a community we need
to work on realizing that homeless people are as much a part
of Foggy Bottom as we are,”
Parilis said. “We need to show
them a little respect and help
them out.”
Many homeless people cite
loneliness and lack of respect
as the hardest part of living on
the streets, which often trumps
their lack of food and shelter.
“A very personal issue of
homelessness is dignity,” said
Rory Gerber, a liaison for GW’s
chapter of Amnesty International. “The best thing that any
person can do is to look the
person in the eye. It recognizes
their dignity.”
“Imagine if no one spoke to
you for a week. Talking to yourself might start to seem like not
that bad of an idea,” said Julius
Brown, a 53-year-old homeless
man who shared his life story
with students at Tent City, a
homelessness awareness event
hosted by the GW chapter of
Amnesty International Oct. 21.
So how does Brown suggest students and homeless
people coexist?
“Just acknowledge that
they are human beings,”
Brown added. “A lot of homeless people don’t have any support, and they are very lonely.
You don’t have to give them all
your money, just say hi.” u
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by Maura welch
Hatchet Reporter

Wesley Thomas: A view from the street

by miranda green
Contributing Editor
Every day, Wesley Thomas
wakes up at 4 a.m., grabs his
belongings and makes his way
through the rush-hour throng
around the Foggy Bottom
Metro to his final destination:
a sidewalk on the corner of 22
and I streets.
Thomas, 48, is homeless.
He has lived on the streets of
D.C. since 1988 and has called
Foggy Bottom home for almost
two decades. He regularly sits
on a plastic crate between the
Munson and JBKO residence
halls, surrounded by his possessions: a shopping cart covered by a tarp and a sign that
reads “Homeless, please help.”
“If you’ve been through
what I’ve been through, you
would either deal with it or
not,” he said.
Thomas grew up in D.C.,
graduated from McKinley
Technology High School and
got a job working at gem and
jewelry trade shows in Rockville, Md. Unlike those who
become homeless because of
drug or alcohol addictions,
Thomas says his homelessness
is a decision.
“Most people say, ‘You’re
intelligent, you can do this, you
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Calling himself a "trailblazer," Wesley Thomas says homelessness is his choice, preferring the streets to
potentially dangerous homeless shelters.

can do that.’ I just don’t want
to go back,” he said. “I have a
kind heart and it was abused.”
Thomas relies on his relationships with students and

businessmen for companionship as well as financial support.
“I got maybe 50 or 60 kids
that talk to me and a lot of fac-

ulty and people in the hospital.
I know the lawyers. I just know
a lot of people because I’m easy
to talk to,” he said. “I’ve got a
couple people who come back

when they are in the area and
come see me and go ‘Wes, do
you need anything?’"
Thomas prefers living in
the Foggy Bottom neighborhood because of the attitudes
within the local homeless community.
“I kind of like this area
better than any part of the city
because people are what you
call, like, 'homeless friendly,'”
Thomas said. “I may go to the
Southeast or far Northwest
and people are a little bit more
rowdy and ignorant. They get
high, they drink a lot and they
don’t have any moral conduct
to themselves.”
But living close to GW
poses its own problems. Every
night, Thomas leaves the Foggy Bottom Campus to avoid
the risk of incarceration.
“I don’t sleep on campus because they would lock
me up,” he said. “All the GW
police are not that way, but a
few ones are real strict. Most
of them talk to me, they give
me money, stuff like that. But
there’s always one [strict one]
in the bunch so I’d just rather
avoid [any problems] than go
to jail.”
Feeding himself on handouts, Thomas said he relies on
the money people give him

I just don't want
to go back. I have a
kind heart and
it was abused.

''

Wesley thomas

and food provided by local
soup kitchens like Miriam’s
Kitchen and St. Luke’s Shelter.
But Thomas prefers living on
the streets to staying under the
roofs provided by homeless
shelters.
“We call ourselves 'trailblazers,'” Thomas said, referring to homeless people who
reject living in shelters. “We
stay out here all through the
weather. Most homeless people are going into shelters now
but I don’t like shelters because
they are dangerous. You don’t
know who you are sleeping
next to.”
–Ariel Kersky contributed to this
report.

Lorenzo T.: Homelessness from the other side
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After living on the streets for about three years, a good friend and a little luck helped Lorenzo T. find a job
and a home. Although he is no longer homeless, he still identifies with those who are.

Like sex?

As Lorenzo unpacks the
H street-based hotdog chart
where he works, the crisp
November morning reminds
him of other mornings he
spent on this street – when
he lived there.
Known by his friends
as the “Dirty Bush Man,”
Lorenzo, who would only
give "T." as a last name,
lived on the streets of D.C.
for about three years, before a friend and a little luck
helped him land a job and a
home.
After living as a homeless person in other parts of
D.C., Lorenzo said he came
to Foggy Bottom two years
ago because the streets on
campus weren’t as rough.
Without telling Lorenzo,
a friend filled out a housing
application for him, which
started a many month process.
Eventually
Lorenzo’s
interview paid off – the

Friendship House and the
Georgetown Ministry Center helped find him a home
in a converted hotel.
“I can shower, go to
sleep, drink juice, eat cereal, brush my teeth,” he
said. “[But] I’ve still got the
homeless mentality. You can
take the country boy from
the country, but you can’t

''

by audrey scagnelli
Hatchet Reporter

What people
don't understand
is that homeless
people are smart
people.

''

Lorenzo t.

Foggy Bottom Resident

The Hatchet is seeking sex columnists.
E-mail Life@gwhatchet.com.

take the country out of the
boy.”
Lorenzo has favorable
memories of his time in Foggy Bottom. He befriended
students who would bring
him food or stop by his usual
hangout spots like Washington Circle just to say hello.
Though, not all the students were kind, he said.
Thursday and Friday nights
were especially tough for
the homeless community,
he said, because of more frequent public drunkenness.
Lorenzo said students would
pick fights with him and that
often ended in blows.
That
violence
upset
Lorenzo, he said, because
he believes the homeless are
largely misunderstood.
“What people just don’t
understand is that homeless
people are smart people,
you’ve just got to sit down
and talk to them,” he said.
“Some just don’t take the
initiative to help them out.
Most people look down on
us.” u
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Making magic on the side
Professor by day, magician by night
by HYACINTH MASCARENHAS
Hatchet Reporter

PHOTo courtesy of laurence lipman

Professor Laurence Lipman moonlights as a magician, performing
tricks for children's birthday parties.

On weekends, Lorenzo
the Great casts mysterious
incantations, flabbergasting
his fascinated audience at
peewee birthday bonanzas.
On Tuesday mornings,
Professor Laurence Lipman
utilizes
slightly
more
conventional methods to
captivate his students in the
School of Media and Public
Affairs.
Lorenzo and Lipman,
despite
their
disparate
professions, share a magical
bond: They're the same
person.
Lipman’s full-time job is
at AARP Bulletin, where he
works as the senior editor for
state news, but at night he
headlines children's birthday
parties as a magician.
The journalism professor
started performing magic

15 years ago to entertain
his nieces and nephews at
family gatherings. But he
soon discovered a passion for
making children laugh.
After attending a magic
show convention, he began
offering his services as a
birthday party magician.
“There’s a saying among
children’s magicians that ‘It’s
not the destination, it’s the
journey,’” Lipman said. “In
doing magic for children, the
magic trick itself is almost
incidental. It’s all about the
bits of business - the comedy,
the things that go wrong,
before you get to the magic.”
As a former president
of the Society of American
Magicians and the D.C.
Ring of the International
Brotherhood of Magicians
and a member of the Virginia
Magic Society, Lipman said he
is always learning new tricks
from his peers – when his day

job doesn’t get in the way.
“In fact, I was supposed
to go to a magic meeting last
night, but you know, I had a
lot of papers to grade,” he
said.
Many of his students,
however, don’t know they have
a magician for a professor.
“I had no idea [he was
a magician]. I wasn’t even
completely sure we were
talking about the right
professor,” said D.J. Sigworth,
a sophomore in Lipman’s
journalism class.
"Now that I think about
it, I can definitely see him
fit that role," Sigworth said.
"He's always tries to make
the class seem more engaging
with hypothetical examples,
scenarios
and
stories,
especially because it's an 8
a.m. class."
Lorenzo the Great has
volunteered to perform free
magic shows for a number of

charitable organizations, like
the Inova Fairfax Hospital,
the Department of Veterans
Affairs and Camp Kesem, a
GW-run program for children
whose parents are suffering
from cancer.
When Lipman started his
career in magic, his daughter,
Margaret Lipman, was in
kindergarten. Now, she’s a
senior at the University of
Virginia.
“Being the daughter of a
magician is awesome and very
unique,” she said. “It’s always
a really fun thing to share
when people ask me for an
interesting fact about myself,
and I love telling people about
Lorenzo the Great.”
Will magic stay in the
Lipman family?
"My dad hasn't revealed
most of his tricks to me
because, as you know, a
magician never reveals his
secrets," she said. u

McFadden's makes top
25 list of college bars
GW’s favorite spot
for cheap drinks, Lucky
Charms and the occasional “Jersey Shore” cast
member got a little more
“love” this month.
Complex.com placed
McFadden’s Restaurant
and Saloon in D.C. on its
"25 More College Bars We
Love" list because of the
bar ’s propensity for its
patrons to “walk in sober
and leave wasted… on a
Tuesday,” according to
the article.
"It's a big, fun space
and a lot of people go,"
junior Lauren Alperstein
said. "There aren't a lot
of fun bars in D.C. and it
has kind of a club atmosphere."
Other perks include
McFadden’s proximity to
the hospital: “Don’t even
worry about drinking too

much; the GW Hospital is
only a few stumbles away,
so go all out, they’ll take
care of you, we promise,”
the article assures.
But not all students
agree with the ranking.
"I would hope that it
wasn't in the top 25 list
because I've been to better places than that and
I think it's just a pretty
standard
bar,"
junior
Lily Ackerman, a study
abroad student from London, said.
The "25 More College
Bars We Love" list is an addition to Complex.com’s
"50 Best College Bars in
America" list released in
August. No GW hotspots
made the top 50 list, but
The Tombs in Georgetown
was noted for its grub and
casual atmosphere.

–Miranda Green
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McFadden's Restaurant and Saloon in D.C. made Complex.com's
list of "25 More College Bars We Love."

Multimedia
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IN Brief
Hogan earns bid to NCAA
Championship next weekend
Senior women’s cross-country runner Megan Hogan finished
third Sunday at the NCAA MidAtlantic Regional Championship
in State College, Pa., qualifying her for the NCAA Championship meet next Saturday in Terre
Haute, Ind.
The Colonials senior completed the 6K course in 19:58,
38 seconds faster than her time
on the same course earlier this
season.
Hogan, who set a course record and won her second consecutive Atlantic 10 Individual
Championship last weekend,
was also named the A-10 CrossCountry Student-Athlete of the
Year for the second consecutive
season.
Her appearance at the NCAA
Championship meet next weekend will be Hogan’s third straight.
She was the first-ever GW runner to advance to the national
championships when she made
it there in 2008. Last season she
finished 27th out of 255 competitors and became the first-ever
Colonials runner to be named an
All-American.

upcoming games
Men's Basketball
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The number of points junior center
Sara Mostafa scored in the first half
against Northern Illinois Sunday.

W. basketball falls twice in Minneapolis
by Elizabeth traynor
Hatchet Staff Writer

On the eve of the opening
game of the season for the women’s basketball team, the stage was
set for the Colonials to announce
their return with an experienced
and healthy roster after an injuryplagued 2009-2010 season.
Instead, GW fell flat in its debut, losing twice in the Best Buy
Classic in Minnesota, first against
Wisconsin-Green Bay Saturday and
then to Northern Illinois in the consolation game Sunday, marking the
first time in five years that the team
opened its season with a loss.
“We’re disappointed,” head
coach Mike Bozeman said. “We
came to get a win, one if not two,
and we didn’t get either.”
The Colonials (0-2) struggled
mightily on offense against Wisconsin-Green Bay Saturday, shooting
27.8 percent from the floor. While
GW struggled with its shooting, the
Phoenix shot 46.8 percent from the
floor against the Colonials.
Wisconsin-Green Bay was especially effective scoring in bunches,
opening the game with a 7-0 run
and closing the first half with a 9-0
run that turned a three-point Phoenix lead into a 12-point lead at halftime. GW couldn’t get closer than
11 points for the entire second half
and eventually fell 75-51.
“[Playing Green Bay], we ran
into an old machine, they’ve got a lot
of experience,” Bozeman said. “We
didn’t show as well yesterday. I’m
thinking that yesterday was more
about us getting a fresh start. The
whole weekend was a fresh start.”
Sunday’s game had a more
promising start for the Colonials,
who dominated on both ends of the
floor and had a six-point lead entering halftime. GW shot just over
44 percent in the first period and
junior center Sara Mostafa had 13

points.
The Colonials went cold in the
second half though, allowing the
Huskies to close the game with an
11-3 run on their way to a 66-60
win. GW shot just 29 percent after
halftime and Mostafa, who had
been a force in the first half, was
held scoreless by Northern Illinois
in the second half.
“There were things we were doing in the first half that were successful that we got away from,” Bozeman said. “There were times when
we were stopping them and weren’t
scoring. If we had scored a bucket it
would have change the whole tide,
complexion of the game.”
Even though his team wound
up on the losing end Sunday, Bozeman said he was pleased with his
team’s performance.
“I’m pleased with the effort and
the better execution,” Bozeman said.
“Today was a great bounce-back effort.”
The Colonials were led largely
by players who struggled through
injuries last season. Sophomore
guard Danni Jackson, who suffered
a broken leg last season, was GW’s
high-scorer Saturday with 13 points
to go with her four assists. Redshirt
senior Ivy Abiona, who missed
last season with a torn ACL, was
dominant Sunday, recording her
third career double-double with 11
points and 15 rebounds.
Bozeman stressed that the Colonials’ need to build upon their
opening efforts as they look to the
rest of the season and the home
opener against Coppin State Thursday.
“We played well today for 35
minutes of the game, we’ll build
on that and add 5 minutes to it
and have a good 40-minute game,”
Bozeman said. “Every game is a
crucial game for us. 35 minutes is
not enough when playing against a
hungry opponent.” u
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Sophomore Shi-Heria Shipp drives to the basket against Fordham last season.
The Colonials lost their season-opener for the first time in five years Saturday.

NIT Season Tip-Off
(hosted by Villanova)

Colonials drop final game, miss A-10 tournament

vs. Boston University

by Louis nelson
Sports Editor

Tuesday, 8 p.m.
Villanova, Pa.

vs. Marist/Villanova
Wednesday, TBD
Villanova, Pa.

woMen's Basketball
vs. Coppin State
Thursday, 7 p.m.
Smith Center

Last word
"We had too many girls
on the court who were
literally just not giving
energy on the court.
They were actually
sucking energy."
–Jojit Coronel, volleyball
head coach, on his team's
struggles in the first two sets of
its season-ending 3-0 loss to
Xavier Sunday afternoon.

Last word
"Quote quote quote quote
quote quote quote quote
quote quote quote quote
quote quote quote quot."
–Person person, title title blah
blah blah blah blah blah blah blah title
title blah blah blah blah blah blah blah
blah title title blah blah blah blah blah
blah blah blah title title blah

Just one win. That’s all the volleyball team
needed to clinch its spot in the Atlantic 10 Tournament. A single victory in any one of GW’s final
eight games and Sunday’s home game against
Xavier wouldn’t have marked the end of the season for the Colonials.
Instead, GW lost to Xavier, like it did against
its seven previous opponents before the Musketeers, and found itself in seventh place in the A-10
and without a spot in the conference tournament.
It was a disappointing end to a season that began with such promise for the Colonials. GW (1715, 6-9 A-10) opened conference play 6-1 and were
in second place in the A-10 when it left for a pair
of weekend road games in Ohio against Dayton
and Xavier. GW lost both games 3-0 and did not
win a game for the remainder of the season.
“Yeah, we were good,” senior Leah Hill said.
“I think maybe we took a little for granted how far
hard work can get you. We only had to win one
match, so you go into these games and you’re like,
‘Ok we just need a win,’ but then that becomes
‘Oh we just need a win. Oh we only have five
more? We just need a win,’ and four [games left]
and three [games left].”
Even with the loss Sunday, GW could have
backed into the tournament with season-ending
losses from Fordham and Charlotte. But when
both the Rams and the 49ers won their final
games of the season, the Colonials were officially
eliminated from tournament contention.
Even with the knowledge that a win against
the Musketeers would have solidified a spot in
the A-10 tournament, GW came out flat in the first
two sets against Xavier, falling 25-11 and 25-13 to
dig itself an early hole.
“Volleyball is a game of momentum and if
you have girls on the court who are giving energy,
whether they’re communicating or their actions
on the court provide energy, it’s easy to block a
team’s momentum and get it back on your side,”
Colonials head coach Jojit Coronel said. “We had
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Sophomore Lauren Whyte had 10 kills and 13 errors
in GW's season-ending 3-0 loss to Xavier Sunday.

too many girls on the court who were literally just
not giving energy on the court. They were actually sucking energy.”
After a team meeting that followed the second
set, the Colonials came out firing in the third set.
The two teams fought through five lead changes,
including one at 24, and the teams traded long
volleys back and forth.
The Colonials’ momentum eventually dried
up late in the match and Xavier went on to win in
extra points, 26-24, but GW looked like a different
team in the third set, a difference Coronel said had

more to do with pride than a desire to earn a bid
to the conference tournament.
“The sense of urgency was to win, not necessarily to get into the A-10s but really to play for
pride because we know we stunk the first two
games,” Coronel said. “We fought and fought really hard but just couldn’t close the deal, which
was really the case a lot of times this year.”
Sunday’s game also had added significance
for the Colonials, who celebrated senior day
against Xavier. In pregame festivities, the team
honored Hill as well as seniors Hannah Stuart
and Katie Zulandt. Zulandt, who is second on
the team in kills and points and first in blocks and
hitting percentage, didn’t play in the final game
of her senior season due to a knee injury she sustained in GW’s 3-1 loss at Duquesne Nov. 7. Coronel said not having Zulandt on the court was a
major obstacle for the Colonials Sunday.
“The hardest thing was her energy on the
court, and we lose her hitting percentage. Hannah
[Stuart] did a marvelous job, but Hannah is not
Katie,” Coronel said. “Katie’s averaging like two
points a game for us with her blocking and her
attacking. She provided energy, she was a solid
defender at the net. Hannah did an admirable job,
she does all the little things, but we lost a lot of
point-scoring there.”
With her final season at GW in the books,
Hill said she was disappointed with how it
ended but was happy with her play, especially
in the third set. She won’t be around next season,
but Hill said it would be a mistake for her teammates to forget what happened to the team this
season.
“I think the lesson to be learned from that is
don’t take it for granted,” she said. “Don’t take
any opportunity you have to win for granted.
There’s not enough time, time is so fleeting and
you just kind of gotta go for it. We have to realize that sometimes you have to be a little bit
more mentally tough to stick out those five-game
matches and it comes down to the culmination of
little things that we should have taken care of. Unfortunately, we fell short this year.” u

