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Media
outreach is
a priority
for Knapp

Rockin'Raas

by Chelsea Radler
Senior Staff Writer

Anne Wernikoff | photo editor

Columbia University Raas team performs during Raas Chaos, a South Asian dance competition Saturday night in the Lisner Auditorium. Eigth teams
competed, with Drexel University taking the top spot. GW's Raas team performed as an exhibition team but did not compete.

CDs, CRs receive $40,000 SA co-sponsorship
The College Democrats
and College Republicans received a $40,000 co-sponsorship from the Student Association last week – the largest
single co-sponsorship allocated this year – funds which
will go toward a joint political debate with yet-to-be-announced big-name speakers.
The SA’s monetary support is the largest single
allocation doled out in recent memory, and surpasses
the combined cash the two
groups received last month
during the initial allocations
process.
SA Finance Committee
Chair Chris Clark said the
planned event was awarded
the sizable co-sponsorship
because the CDs and CRs

consistently prove to be wellrun and draw a wide range of
students.
“It is pretty substantial
compared to others,” Clark
said of the allocation. “[But]
this event will touch a great
number of people who have
split political views, and for
that reason we gave them a
substantial amount of money.”
The bulk of SA-funded
programming comes in the
form of co-sponsorships,
which are different from the
initial allocation amounts student organizations receive to
cover operational costs. The
second-largest allocation this
year was $25,000 for Fall Fest,
a free concert that brought the
artists Wale and Travie McCoy to University Yard.
CR Chairman Jake Wolf
said this event will be one of
the largest the two organiza-

tions have held together.
“Both of our organizations
believe it important to send a
message that our parties can
work together and create
events that attract a large audience,” he said.
He said the majority of
the event will be SA-funded,
but added that each organization would contribute money
of its own.
CDs President Josh Altman echoed Wolf’s sentiments.
“While the CDs and CRs
may stand on opposing sides
of the political spectrum, we
are united by the shared desire to encourage political activism and a robust political
dialogue,” Altman said.
In October, the SA allocated organizations more
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Construction
to shutter
Building K

30
Thousands of Dollars

by Jamie Blynn
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Officials in the Medical
Center, including Scott, did not
respond to numerous requests
for comment about the sudden
announcement, or why Scott
would be perceived as a hindrance to the independence of
the review.
Directors in the Office of
Media Relations declined to
answer questions about why
Scott decided to step down and
what this means for the future
of SMHS.
In
October
2008,
the
school’s accreditation board
put the medical doctorate program on probation for failing
to maintain various standards
of protocol, including curriculum management, providing
adequate study space for students and internal administrative processes.
At the time, the University’s
medical program was the only
school on probation with the
Liaison Committee on Medical
Education – the accreditation
board that reviews GW's medical school – and only the fifth to
be placed on probation nationwide since 1994. The probation
was lifted last February after

The director of the Exercise and Sport
Activity Program fears the program’s
course offerings will be cut in half next
year, as the program’s main building will
be demolished to make way for the Science
and Engineering Complex.
Alex Dickman, director of the program,
said about 1,300 students take classes in
Building K – the gym located on 23rd Street
behind the JBKO residence hall – which
will be knocked down after the 2010-2011
academic year.
“I think it’s sad,” Dickman said. “When
the building is gone, we may lose about
half of our classes.”
Dickman said "the University is looking for space” for the program's relocation.
University spokeswoman Jill Sankey
said the University is working with School
of Public Health and Health Services to try
and relocate classes.
“We are currently in the process of
working with SPHHS and parking services
to ensure an efficient transition of all existing functions from [University Parking
Garage] and Building K to interim sites,”
Sankey said.
Dickman said the building is used continuously from 7 a.m. until 11 p.m. She said
she doesn’t know where the University can
accommodate the displaced classes.
The director also said she is concerned
about the health of students if her department can no longer offer the wide range of
classes that it now does.
“If you don’t start picking up activities
at this time, chances are you’re not going to
do it,” she said.
Dickman said she is doing her best to
adjust for the 2011-2012 academic year, and
she hopes there will be enough space in the
Lerner Health and Wellness Center, or that
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With upped SMHS dean abruptly resigns
standards,
PAF apps
decrease
by nicolas diaz
Hatchet Staff Writer

by Max schwager and
madeleine morgenstern
Hatchet Reporters
Applications for the prestigious Presidential Administrative
Fellowship program dropped 36
percent this year.
Forty-seven students applied
for the fellowship this year, down
from 74 one year ago. The PAF program pays tuition toward a master’s degree for selected fellows,
who in return work for the University in an administrative capacity.
Last year, the program saw a 15
percent increase in applicants.
Toby Davidow, the fellowship’s
logistics coordinator, attributed the
decrease in applicants to the decision to raise the required GPA from
3.0 to 3.25 in order to make the fellowship more competitive.
See PAF: Page 5

The dean of the School of
Medicine and Health Sciences
announced last week he will
step down from his position
next semester, but University
officials have declined to comment on the circumstances surrounding his resignation.
Dr. James Scott told University President Steven Knapp
and the Provost and Executive
Vice President for Academic
Affairs Steven Lerman he will
not return to the position of
dean in the spring, according to
a University statement.
Apart from holding the GW
Medical Center ’s highest position, Scott was a professor in
the Department of Emergency
Medicine before becoming
dean, and is slated to return to
his former position as a fulltime faculty member next semester.
Scott’s departure comes on
the heels of an investigation by
the Board of Trustees into the
Medical Center. The investigation was requested in May 2010
in order to analyze the center ’s
organizational structure, after
the 10-year anniversary of its

James Scott
current configuration.
The statement said “the
University is now beginning a
second phase [of the investigation] in which faculty and other
stakeholders will be engaged in
planning for the Medical Center ’s future structure, vision
and strategy.”
Scott made the decision to
step down in order “to ensure
the independence of the review’s next phase,” according
to the statement.
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Steven Knapp is comfortable answering questions – he is quick on his feet, even
when reporters push tough questions. And
he should be; GW’s 16th president is in the
limelight enough to be a media veteran.
Since June, Knapp has written five articles or editorials, made about 75 public
appearances and has been interviewed
more than 18 times – making him the most
visible university president in the District.
Over the summer, the Washington Post interviewed Knapp on college affordability,
he wrote about student veterans for Inside
Higher Ed and penned a New York Times
book review on the state of higher education.
Two weeks ago Knapp was on D.C.’s
local NPR station to tout GW’s participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program, which
provides scholarships to veterans.
“The issues that I’ve been talking about
are not just important to our University,
they’re also important nationally, which
is why I think there’s a broader interest in
them,” Knapp said.
His efforts are not going unnoticed.
Trustee Cynthia Steele Vance called Knapp
a “media star” during the October Board of
Trustees meeting.
“His image projects GW as a University
on the move nationally and internationally,
attracting first-class students to a first-class
University,” Vance said last week.
It is not uncommon for university leaders to reach out to the press to help spread
their message, but Knapp has “done more
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Suicide survivors discuss mental health on Surviors of
Suicide Day. • Page 6

Prime Movers partners with White House
The GW program that tutors underprivileged
students joins with White House Correspondents'
Association. • Page 3
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Adviser oversees some of GW's largest student
organizations. • Page 3
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IN Brief

D.C. to become
regional Megabus hub
D.C. will become the next regional
hub for the low-cost Megabus bus service beginning Dec. 15, just in time for
the holiday travel season.
Megabus said it is adding 36 trips
from 11 cities to D.C., due to the growing
popularity of the bus industry and the
demand in D.C. for low-cost travel.
Dale Moser, the president and chief
operating officer of Megabus, said 360,000
new seats will be available weekly.
In addition, Megabus is offering
10,000 free seats from Dec. 15 to Jan. 15,
2011, which can be booked now by entering the coupon code “ILUVDC” when
searching for seats on the Megabus website.
Moser said the deal is likely to attract
college students.
“[Megabus’] number one demographic is 18- to 30-year-old young professionals,” Moser said.
Moser added that the hub would
allow more people to visit family and
friends, for example, college students
traveling home.
“Plus, it leaves money in their pockets once they arrive,” Moser said.
Utilizing Megabus and other lowcost bus services is familiar to many GW
students, including sophomore Bistiat
Woldesemayiat.
Woldesemayiat uses Megabus to visit
her sister in New York City and said the
convenience of the service is a reason
that she keeps booking tickets, despite
the fact that the bus trip is longer than
a flight.
“[At an airport] with security and
check-ins it kind of gets difficult. Taking
a bus is more convenient – you just get
off the Chinatown Metro and get on the
bus,” she said.
Although Woldesemayiat said she
usually pays $15 to $25 each way for a
ticket, she said she has friends who pay
$8 to $9 round-trip. Because of the pricing scheme, the earlier you book your
ticket, the cheaper the ticket can be, ranging from $30 at the high end to $1 at the
cheapest.

–Amanda Pena
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John Wilkinson pies Logan Pernikoff with a combination of ketchup, mustard and whipped cream during Pi Kappa Phi’s annual “Pie a Pi Kapp” Thursday
afternoon in Kogan Plaza. The event raises money for the fraternity’s philanthropy Push America, which helps disabled Americans across the country.
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The political groups battle it out on the
field on the Mount Vernon Campus.

The South Asian dance competition lights
up Lisner Auditorium Saturday.

The Colonials beat North Texas and
Coppin State.

November
Monday

22

The Revolutionaries Will Not Be
Digitized

The fine arts department will open a
new exhibit exploring the relationship
between visual art and new media tools.
Smith Hall Classroom 102 • 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
NIT Season Tip-Off

23

Before leaving for Thanksgiving break,
cheer on the men’s basketball team as
it takes on Hampton. Tickets are free
for students.
Smith Center • 8 p.m.

Monday
Jimmy Carter

Women’s basketball wins

29

The postponed Sept. 29 event will take
place at Lincoln Theatre on U Street.
Former President Carter will read excerpts
from his book, “White House Diary.”
Lincoln Theatre • 7 p.m.

Tuesday
‘Obama’s Wars’

30

The Washington Post’s Bob Woodward
will discuss his new book detailing the
divisions between civilian and military
leadership.
Elliott School Room 213 • 6 p.m.
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Smithsonian may charge for admission
by Elise apelian
Hatchet Reporter
Admission to the Smithsonian
Institution may set visitors back
$7.50, after a government task
force proposed cutting the Smithsonian’s budget.
The National Commission on
Fiscal Reform – a bipartisan task
force created by President Barack
Obama – proposed a $225 million
funding cut for the Smithsonian
Nov. 10.
The commission – whose main
objective is to identify opportunities to balance the federal budget
and reduce U.S. debt – suggested
admission to the free museums
should cost $7.50 to make up for
the lost funding.
A spokesman from the NCFR
said no program is safe from budget cuts during this economic climate.
“You cannot say we need to
get the budget under control and
then say, ‘Oh, but these programs
can’t be touched,’” NCFR Communication Director Fred Baldassaro said. “We have to live within
our means and hold government
accountable for the results.”
The commission’s proposal,
however, is not the final word on
the issue.
“Commission members have
to get 14 of 18 members to agree
for any recommendation to pass
through the commission and then
[it] can be presented to Congress.
It’s up to Congress to do what they
wish at point,” Baldassaro said.
This is not the first proposal
to cut the Smithsonian’s budget.
There have been “several” at-

michelle rattinger | PHOTO editor

Visitors to the Smithsonian Institution could pay $7.50 for admission if the recommendations of a government task force
are approved by Congress. The federal government is looking for ways to cut from the institution's budget.

tempts to charge for entrance to
the museums, chief spokeswoman
for the Smithsonian Institution
Linda St. Thomas said.
“We were established in 1846
and we have never charged admission because we feel that these
museums are trusts to the American people,” Thomas said. “And

just because you can’t pay admission doesn’t mean you should be
deprived of seeing everything
these museums have to offer.”
The Smithsonian consists of
19 museums and galleries, as well
as the National Zoological Park in
D.C. and nine research facilities.
The idea of charging admis-

sion was not met with enthusiasm
by some GW students.
“One of the best things we
have access to [in D.C.] are the
Smithsonians and I think it would
take away the uniqueness of them
if they started charging admission,” sophomore Neil Bhargava
said. u

ers,” Sesno said. “[It] provides
D.C. high school students and
GW interns alike the opportunity
to meet with and hear from professionals who see history unfold
every day, and who turn that history into the stories that inform
the world."
Dorothy Gilliam, founder and

director of Prime Movers, said
the partnership will grant some
high school participants access to
the exclusive White House press
room.
“The option would be for
students to be taken to the White
House to shadow the correspondents in their professional states

and for two students to attend a
White House briefing,” Gilliam
said.
Aside from providing students with chances to see working journalists, Gilliam said she
hopes the program will influence
students to become interested in
journalism while improving their
intellect.
“We want to help students
create and revitalize television
programs, radio programs, newspapers and online mediums for
their schools, while also helping
to improve writing, speaking,
critical thinking, technology and
team-building skills,” Gilliam
said. “The idea is to help some
of these high school students to
choose to become journalists.”
Gilliam said she also hopes
the WHCA partnership will encourage more GW students to apply to work for the organization.
“For next semester, we are
looking for eight regular interns
that could do the program for
various amounts of credit,” Gilliam said. “We hope that the
WHCA can interact with the interns to enhance the overall experience.” u

GW Prime Movers partners with White House
by Matthew Kwiecinski
Hatchet Reporter
Prime Movers Media, the
GW program that tutors underprivileged District high school
students in journalism, has partnered with the White House Correspondents’ Association.
The organization, which comprises professional journalists in
the White House press corps, will
bring members to volunteer with
participants in the Prime Movers
program. The program pairs GW
student interns with professional
journalists to go into area schools
and teach students about writing
and reporting.
When the WHCA agreed to
the partnership with the School
of Media and Public Affairs –
which houses Prime Movers – it
also donated $20,000 to help fund
the program.
Frank Sesno, director of
SMPA, said the partnership
will expand the opportunities
afforded to the high school students.
“[The WHCA] brings some of
the most accomplished journalists in the world to Prime Mov-

courtesy of prime movers media

Prime Movers students question SMPA Director Frank Sesno and Caren Bohan
of Reuters, a member of the White House Correspondents' Association, at a
mock press conference.

Med students to travel to Haiti
by CORY WEINBERG
Hatchet Reporter

As Haiti grapples with the aftermath of a cholera outbreak, the GW
Medical Center is facing its own obstacles of how to help the country.
Since 2004 the University has
been affiliated with Project Medishare, a nonprofit organization
based in Miami that provides medical assistance to rural areas of Haiti. Prior to the 7.0 earthquake that
shattered Haiti’s already shaky infrastructure last January, members
of the GW medical community
would travel back and forth to the
country to develop primary care
programs.
In the wake of the earthquake
and subsequent cholera outbreak,
GW is once again trying to help
mend the suffering country.
“We’re trying to reach out and
help, but we’re not getting anywhere,” Huda Ayas, the executive
director of the Office of International
Medicine Programs, said.
Members of the program said
they remain committed to support-

ing the long-term stability of one of
world’s poorest nations, but said inadequate coordination in the country has dampened their hope for immediate solutions to the outbreak of
the cholera.
“[It’s] not because of lack of interest, but there are a lot of challenges to be able to develop programs,”
Ayas said. “There is a gap between
decision making and implementation that is often more difficult than
the decision itself in Haiti.”
A team of GW students and doctors that last traveled to Haiti in July
and is slated to return to the town of
Thomonde in March. The team will
try to treat a group of diseases that
now includes cholera, along with
dengue fever, malaria and tuberculosis.
Since the disease’s outbreak in
late October, more than 1,100 people
have died. Estimates say close to
20,000 people have been infected by
the dangerous disease.
Chiemeka Chine, a second-year
public health student who traveled
with the University to Haiti in July,
said the likelihood of water contami-

nation and cholera increased due to
post-earthquake population growth
in the country's rural central plateau
area.
“You can get drugs and meds as
much as you want, but if you want
to make a long-term impact, some
of the structural changes need to be
in place to prevent dehydration and
malnutrition,” Chine said.
Other doctors said despite a fullfledged effort, the conditions for the
majority of the population are bad.
“Like the Book of Job, they’ve
been hit again and again and again,”
Jack Summer, a doctor of internal
medicine at the GW Medical Center, said. “Things are remarkably
worse.”
Summer, who has worked with
Project Medishare since 2005, said it
can get frustrating to see the country
fail to improve.
“Medical people like myself
have the wonderful advantage of
saying, 'I’ve helped people and I’ve
done something,'” Summer said.
“But when we go down six months
later, have we actually made a difference?” u
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knapp
from p. 1
than most,” Paul Fain, a senior reporter for
the Chronicle of Higher Education, said.
Fain said Knapp’s outspokenness in
media outlets is different from other campus leaders, who he said often shy away
from advocating issues that might alienate
the university community or potential donors.
“Knapp is representing the University
on national and even international stages,”
Fain said.
Knapp said he weighs in on larger issues because it is his duty to shape discussions among college leaders.
“Part of being a leader in a democratic
society is that you contribute when you
have an expertise in some subject,” he said.
This is not to say Knapp is comfortable with the media in general. Under his
tenure, University communication has increasingly moved from the departmental
and staff-levels and directed to the Office of
Media Relations - Knapp maintains a staff
of nine media specialists in that office alone.
The president enjoys bringing media attention to the University - he just likes to direct
the conversation.
Knapp’s outreach piggybacks on former
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s persona, Fain said. He described Trachtenberg as “one of the more outspoken
college presidents,” and said Knapp is also
establishing a reputation as a “public intellectual.”
Unlike Trachtenberg who was regarded both in the media and on-campus as a
larger than life figure, Knapp is sometimes
chided for being uncomfortable interacting
with the student body - making his relaxed
and extensive media personality all the noticeable.
“Presidents are educational leaders and
the strongest advocates for their institutions. When the opportunity or need arises,
there’s no better spokesperson for the university,” said Boston University’s Executive
Director of Media Relations Colin Riley.
While acknowledging the importance
of media outreach, Riley said the volume of
requests and other demands on university
presidents’ time often prevent them from
taking every reporter’s call.
“They can’t be involved in everything,
they wouldn’t be able to do their day job,”
he said.
A president’s personality often determines the amount of media interaction, said
University of Notre Dame spokesman Dennis Brown.
“Every college and university president
is going to have their own personality and
their own approach and no two are going to
be the same. Some are more comfortable in
that kind of role and others aren’t,” he said,
noting that Notre Dame has seen both outgoing and introverted presidents.
Brown also recognized the value of media outreach, and said it was “much more
powerful” than self-advocating.
“It’s third-party endorsement when an
individual is quoted or a organization is
recognized,” he said.
The increased media attention could
also serve to boost University fundraising,
Knapp added. GW has increasingly made
philanthropic outreach a priority since raising a record $94 million last year.
Fain agreed that a university that is in
the media often will attract more students.
“You’d rather be a school everyone
talks about, than one no one cares about,”
Fain said. “This is how you get to the next
level.” u

Long-serving SAC adviser to leave University
A top Student Activities Center
adviser who advises some of the
largest student organizations announced that she will be leaving the
University next month..
Assistant Director of SAC
Bridgette Behling manages Welcome
Week, the Excellence in Student Life
Awards, Graduate Life and the Alternative Breaks program, among
others, and is leaving GW Dec. 2
after accepting a position outside
of the University. She also advises
several student organizations, including the Student Association.
“I have truly enjoyed working
at GW as it has provided me the opportunity to teach, learn, grow and
be part of so many wonderful experiences,” Behling said in an e-mail.
“I count myself fortunate to work
with such high-caliber students and
esteemed colleagues. GW is an exciting place and I will always be a
Colonial at heart!”
SAC Director Tim Miller said
Behling’s departure is a loss for the
University.
“She has made an indelible

mark on this community and on the
student experience at GW,” Miller
said.
Miller said the University is in
the early stages of looking for a replacement, but until then, SAC will
divide Behling’s areas of responsibility throughout the department. A
similar reshuffling occurred when
former Greek life Director Dean
Harwood left over the summer, and
Miller became the interim Greek life
director until the position was filled
two weeks ago.
Behling accepted a leadership
position at the national office of the
American Association of University
Women, an organization that works
to provide equal access to education for women.
“I will be their in-house consultant on colleges and universities,”
Behling said. “[I will be] working
with schools across the country to
grow involvement in the organization and to develop programs that
appeal to colleges and universities
as well as college students.”

–Jamie Blynn

Students say Vern Express service is unreliable
by Emily cirillo
Hatchet Reporter

Mickey Dibattista | hatchet photographer

Students continue to voice irritation about Vern Express service, although few have
made formal complaints to the University.

An increase in the number of
Mount Vernon residents this year
has prompted the University to expand the fleet of Vern Express buses shuttling between its two campuses, but frequent riders are still
complaining the service is slow and
unreliable during off-peak hours.
Four more busses connect Foggy Bottom and the Vern on weekdays and three additional buses
run the route on weekends compared to last year – and two more
will hit the road this weekend. But
the shuttles are inconsistent during
late-night and weekend hours, and
in the early morning when students
are trying to make it to classes ontime, some residents said.
“Late at night it doesn’t stay at
the exact schedule,” said Priyanka
Karande, a freshman living in Merriweather Hall. “[They need to]
wait for students longer at night so
that it gets everyone.”

Mount Vernon resident Blake
Bergen called the system flawed,
saying the shuttles, which carry
about 1,000 riders per day, need
to follow a stricter timetable. Vern
resident Joe McHenry pointed out
the troublesome periods usually
occur when fewer students are riding the bus.
“In the late evening or early
morning, when you’d rather not be
waiting in bad weather, the buses
are often unreliable,” McHenry
said.
A lack of productive communication might be keeping the problem from being resolved. Despite
the clear sentiment from those
interviewed that the shuttles are
inconsistent, University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said GW
hasn't received many formal complaints about the system.
The lack of reported issues
makes it difficult to address problems, but the University has assembled a group of students to investigate and aggregate the feelings of

those who ride the buses regularly,
Sherrard said.
“To ensure students play an
active role in the operation and
oversight of [The Vern Express,]
GW has created an 'Eye Team' of
students who are the eyes and ears
of the ridership program,” Sherrard said in an e-mail. “While 'Eye
Team‚' members appear as a typical student to a driver, their main
function is to gather ridership data
regarding shuttle departure/arrival times, possible cell phone usage by drivers, ensuring driver and
shuttle information are properly
displayed and unnecessary idling
of buses.”
Few complaints in recent
months have been about buses running behind schedule, she said.
“Students have reported about
a dozen issues this semester, which
include issues about lost items,”
Sherrard said. “All written Vern
Express complaints that include an
e-mail address or other contact information.” u
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Quotable

–Danni Jackson, sophomore guard, on her style of play. The Colonials beat North Texas
Sunday 62-53.

For many students, these next few days
of classes before Thanksgiving are markedly different than the rest of the semester. Even though the University has made
classes today and tomorrow mandatory for
professors and students, chances are many
seats will be empty. Professors will probably end up re-teaching the material once
students return next week. This speaks to
the idea that GW needs to re-evaluate its
current academic calendar in a way that
would prove beneficial for students.
The University canceled classes
Wednesday for the first time in years,
showing that GW recognized students,
faculty and administrators needed the
day before the holiday to travel or spend
time at home. But given the attitudes of
many students on campus, this extra day
off is not enough. There is a pervasive
atmosphere of exhaustion and fatigue
throughout the student body, which is
not uncommon. However, this could be
mitigated by more days off during the
week of Thanksgiving or at some other
time in the fall semester.
If one follows the current academic calendar, students are in classes for the majority of the fall semester. In addition to this
long stretch, the last day of finals falls on
Dec. 22. At this point in the semester, students have difficulty managing their workload and may tend to shirk their responsibilities – including assignments or going to
class – but this burnout occurs dangerously
close to finals and final papers, a time when
peak performance is critical. GW should
provide students with a break that could
offer stress relief for students to recharge.
This would help with productivity, so by
this point in the semester, students would
be able to focus and get the most out of
their classes.

This model would not take
away classes, it would just
distribute the total number of
classes differently over
the semester.
To counteract this idea of diminishing
returns that occurs from a lack of time off,
GW could add more days to the beginning
of the school year, and take away days during the fall semester. This model would
not take away classes, it would just distribute the total number of classes differently
over the semester. Students could return to
campus earlier at the end of the summer –
hardly an inconvenience given the length
of the summer break – but would have
some much-needed time in either October
or November for relaxing or catching up
on work.
Whether the break falls in October or
November, students could benefit. If Colonials have an opportunity to recharge in
between or after midterms, this could be a
popular option. On the other hand, if students are traveling for the Thanksgiving
holiday and don’t have the convenience
of being able to drive or hop on a train, a
few extra days to travel or spend time at
home would be equally valuable. Regardless of where GW places this break on the
academic calendar, this would greatly help
students with their overall productivity
and well-being.
A change to the academic calendar
would benefit faculty as well as students
– professors play a large role in the effectiveness of breaks, too. For example, if a
professor looks at a break as an opportunity to assign more work, this isn’t necessarily the best use of time and may affect
student productivity later in the semester.
Simply put, students sometimes require
time to recharge and refocus so that they
can maintain their stamina throughout the
remaining months. GW has an opportunity
to make a substantial improvement to student life, but not at the expense of a shorter
semester, and that’s something everyone
can be thankful for.
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GW, I'm
thankful for
all you do
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Unwelcome bedmates?

Breaks help students
learn and relax
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"I play a million miles per hour anyway, so I really can’t stop that."
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Staff Editorial

Annu Subramanian
Contributing Editor
asubramanian@gwhatchet.com

by Brian Tratner

y favorite holiday of the entire year is fast approaching.
Sure, Easter promotes a spirit
of salvation and Halloween has all the
charms and graces of a Wednesday
night at your local strip club, but for me
Thanksgiving is where it is at.

Logan Dobson
Columnist

Learning in practice, not theory
W
hy are we here?
of going into public policy and
For many students, working in government.
it’s because college is
But the current required
our link between childhood and classes for political science majors
the real world. We go to college do not sufficiently include classes
to receive an educathat are significant in
tion to prepare us for
the realm of politics,
the life and career
such as those focusing
we desire.
on health care policy,
GW, and parproperty issues and
ticularly the Columtaxation. Too few of
bian College of Arts
our required classes
and Sciences, needs
actually teach us about
to re-evaluate how
Phillip Ensler the intricacies of these
the school currently
issues.
structures
underThe study of poliColumnist
graduate degree protics differs slightly
grams.
from the study of pubTo be more in sync with the lic policy, but the reality is that
evolving economy and society political science majors spend
in which we will work, CCAS too much time learning abstract
should embrace a specialized theories and analyzing models of
education model that mim- government, and not enough time
ics graduate school programs taking the classes that will help us
in which a higher emphasis is with our future careers. Requiring
placed on one’s chosen aca- political science students to take
demic discipline. Under the cur- classes on taxation and finance,
rent model — and even more and even some general business
so under the reduced General classes, would provide us with a
Curriculum Requirements start- more comprehensive understanding with next year’s freshman ing of the issues we will address.
class — students take too many
This disconnect between
classes that are unrelated to their CCAS requirements and what
major. Majors should be struc- those majors actually translate to
tured to require classes that are in the real world can also be seen
not just tangentially related to a among pre-med students. Many
student’s discipline, but rather, students who want to go to mediare pertinent to it.
cal school major in chemistry or
Let me explain: I am majoring biology. As future doctors and
in political science because I intend health care personnel, they will into serve in the arena of public af- evitably be confronted with a slew
fairs. Many of my fellow political of governmental regulations and
science majors have similar goals health insurance policies. Some

pre-med students take a political
science class or two to satisfy a
GCR, but their major does not
require them to take classes on
health care policy that would surely inform them of the business and
political factors their job entails.
Anthony Carnevale of the
Georgetown University Center on
Education and the Workforce coauthored a study that highlighted
the disparity between what colleges teach students and what skills
are required in many professions.
It states: “The United States is unable to help people match their
educational preparation with their
career ambitions — not because it
cannot be done but because it simply is not being done.”
GW should respond to this
disparity by ensuring that classes
offer skills that are applicable to
the workforce.
It is time CCAS rethinks the
conventional wisdom behind
majors and restructures them in a
way that is more conducive to getting a job. As a leading university,
GW should lead the way in transforming a liberal arts education
into something that will provide
the greatest value to students and
have them walk away with more
then just a diploma. GW has an
extraordinary track record of producing the best and the brightest
leaders of tomorrow. I hope the
administration is willing to adapt
to continue such a legacy.
–The writer, a junior majoring
in political science, is a Hatchet
columnist.

As I walked down 19th the prevalence of riding withStreet last week, I noticed a out helmets. Granted, D.C. law
fleet of people riding bikes only mandates helmet use for
courtesy of Capital Bikeshare, those riders younger than 16
D.C.’s official bike-sharing years old, but people in that
program.
age range can’t even ride bikes
Four bikers were riding through Capital Bikeshare. I
on the sidewalk
applaud
CaBi
side-by-side and
for
maintaining
Jorge Gadala-Maria
showed no signs
a nice list of bike
of slowing down,
shops in the area
Op-Ed
even as they apwith stores that
proached a group
even offer helof startled pedestrians. It was met discounts for CaBi memnot until the pedestrians were bers, but in reality, this effort
just a few feet away and had doesn’t suffice. In essence, by
shown their best efforts to making these bikes so availmove out of their way un- able and not requiring helmets
til the CaBis decided to slow at all, they are promoting riddown and ride single file on ing without helmets.
the edge of the sidewalk.
After riding my bike from
Capital Bikeshare “puts sea to shining sea – literally,
1,100 bicycles at your finger- from San Francisco to D.C. –
tips,” but do you really want I learned traffic patterns, like
all these bikes so easily acces- where it’s safe and not so safe
sible to everyone over 16 years to ride on the road, and other
old? After my first encounter important skills to know for
with CaBis, I started to wonder riding on the busy streets of
why the District Department D.C.
of Transportation thought this
I spent 67 days riding my
was a good idea.
bike this summer and there
My principal concern with have been times when I still
Capital Bikeshare is that it don’t feel comfortable with
makes the bikes so easily ac- D.C. drivers, so it flustered
cessible that it contributes to me how some CaBis feel so

confident riding next to traffic. These skills don’t come
with the simple click of the
“Join” button on the Capital
Bikeshare website, and unfortunately many never get that
message.
It is also troublesome that
at any given time, a customer
can rent out a bike. I’ve heard
stories of a group of friends
who decided to rent bikes and
go on a “drunken monument
bike tour.” It may be unreasonable to limit the program’s
operating hours, but ideas like
that can spread like wildfire
on campus.
What I would like to see
from all CaBis is a simple
awareness of others while
bike-riding, and awareness of
your personal safety. Capital
Bikeshare is doing you and
everyone with a hidden passion for biking a great favor
by providing such great twowheelers at a reasonable price,
so repay them by being aware
of your surroundings and
practicing intelligent biking.
In the meantime, don’t be
“that CaBi.”
–The writer is a junior majoring in political communication.

Be careful when using Bikeshare
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Thanksgiving unites us rather than
divides us. Thanksgiving tells us that
we can all come together and recognize
our blessings. Everyone can celebrate
on this glorious holiday, no matter your
religious or moral beliefs. Unless you
don’t believe in turkey and mashed
potatoes and stuffing, in which case
you’re probably not a very happy person anyway.
So, in honor of this most auspicious
of holidays, I wanted to take time out of
my regularly scheduled complaining
to give thanks for all the things I love
about GW.
First, thank you for the tuition.
It’s really useful to have such a large
number to compare other large numbers to. Whenever Congress is debating a spending bill, I can just whip out
a pocket calculator and say, “Wow,
this bill would only cost the taxpayers 14 years of classes at GW! What a
bargain!” My parents will often weep
when I do this. I think they are proud
of my mathematics skills.

... I wanted to take time
out of my regularly
scheduled complaining
to give thanks for all the
things I love about GW.
Next, thank you for your transparently superficial commitment to
community service. Last year, when
we were trying to convince Michelle
Obama to speak at Commencement,
we got e-mails every week about ways
to serve. Now that she’s gone, you’ve
gone back to letting the Office of Community Service bungle its way through
the motions. You’re also doing a great
job continuing to force all the Alternative Breaks kids to raise their own money. Thank you for crushing their spirits
before they’ve got any ideas, because
who really cares about community service anyway?
Third, I want to thank you for never being able to figure out what kind of
school you want to be. When I came to
GW, I knew I wanted to go to a school
with a strong emphasis on government
policy and political science. Little did
I know that just three years later, we
would try to be a scientific research
powerhouse! This was very surprising
to me. But everyone likes surprises, especially ones that cost hundreds of millions of dollars. Thank you for being so
damn unpredictable. We’re all looking
forward to your super-cool new science building!
Finally, thank you so much for
all the wonderful doubletalk you’ve
taught me over the past three years.
I’ve really enjoyed reading about all
your successes in fundraising while
I’ve been here; why, just this year you
announced that you’d raised a record
amount of money, the most in the
University’s history. And then, to cap
it all off, you completely and utterly
failed to do anything about Gelman
Library, and you blamed it on a “lack
of fundraising.” You sly dogs. Thanks
for teaching me how to brag about my
successes while shirking responsibility
for my failures.
GW’s administration has taught
me more than I could ever learn in my
classes here at GW. Sure, my classes
can teach me “facts” about the real
world and what sort of things I “need
to know” to “get a job,” but my professors could never teach me that you
don’t need to know what you’re doing
to run a large profitable organization.
And isn’t that the most important lesson of all?
Happy Thanksgiving, everybody.
–The writer, a senior majoring in
political science, is a Hatchet columnist.

Evelyn Gardner, general manager
Evgeniya Martynova, office manager
Maureen Kilroy, account executive
Allison Guttenplan, business manager
Suheil Thadani, account executive
Martha Lee, business production manager
Nathan Felton, account executive
Ben Chester, advertisement designer
Submissions — Deadlines for submissions are Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and Tuesday 5 p.m. for
Thursday issues. They must include the author’s name, title, year in school and telephone number. The GW
Hatchet does not guarantee publication of any submissions and reserves the right to edit all submissions for
space, grammar and clarity. Electronic submissions are preferred. Opinions Editor w letters@gwhatchet.com
Policy Statement — The GW Hatchet is produced by Hatchet Publications Inc., an independent, non-profit
corporation. All inquiries, comments and complaints should be addressed to the Board of Directors, which has
sole authority for the content of this publication, at the paper’s address. Opinions expressed in signed columns
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the view of The GW Hatchet. All content of The GW
Hatchet is copyrighted and may not be reproduced without written authorization from the editor in chief.
Distribution — The GW Hatchet is distributed to more than 80 locations on and off campus. A single copy
is free to each reader; additional copies cost 50 cents each in the business office. Mail subscriptions are
available for $125 per year.

News

The GW Hatchet

November 22, 2010 w Page 5

Study: Foggy Bottom has two 'high crime' areas
by Amanda Peña
Hatchet Reporter
Parts of the Foggy Bottom Campus have been designated high-crime areas,
according to a report by the
District of Columbia Crime
Policy Institute.
Regions around the Foggy Bottom Campus, including the city blocks around
the Metro station, Eye Street,
Pennsylvania Avenue and
22nd Street, are all designated as high-crime areas
according to average yearly crime counts of Census
blocks, each containing more
than 10 crimes a year. Two
blocks around Pennsylvania
Avenue and Eye Street have
seen more than 25 crimes reported on average per year.
The report measures
crime in census blocks, the
smallest units of measure by
the U.S. Census Bureau. At
times they can be larger or
smaller than the typical city
block.

PAF
from p. 1
“Whenever a substantial
change is made to requirements, ripple effects may
sometimes be felt,” Davidow said.
Despite an uptick in the
number of students attending information sessions
about the fellowship, Davidow said much more of the
interest came from juniors
than it had in previous
years.
“Several of them told us
that they wanted to get information for next year, as
juniors are unable to apply
to PAF,” she said.
As a result of this, Davidow said there are already
plans for current PAFs to
host an information session
in the spring specifically for
current juniors.
Davidow said the decreased number of applicants is unlikely to affect
the number of PAFs accepted to the program. Dean of
Students Peter Konwerski
said six to eight positions
are generally offered each
year; nine fellowships were
awarded last year.
The PAF program is open
to all GW alumni, although
selected fellows are generally graduating seniors. Past
PAFs have worked for major
offices within the Univer-

The 2100 block of Eye
Street bordered by Pennsylvania Avenue and the 2000
block of Eye Street between
21st and 20th streets have
had more than 25 crimes reported yearly. Seven Census
blocks on campus have 10 to
25 crimes reported.
The report, released earlier this month, indicates
that 10 or more Part I crimes
happen within these areas
per year. Part I crimes are
serious crimes that include
“homicide, sexual assault,
aggravated assault, robbery,
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, and theft from a
motor vehicle.”
But experts say the Foggy
Bottom Campus as a whole
remains relatively safe. Most
Census blocks shown on
the campus have low crime
rates, according to the report.
Two blocks have one to four
crimes on average or less.
About nine campus blocks
have five to nine crimes on
average.

sity, including the Office of
the Provost, Development
and Fundraising, External
Relations and Student and
Academic Support Services,
Konwerski said. PAFs go
through a matching process
after they have been selected to determine in which office they will work.
Konwerski noted their
assigned office is sometimes
related to their degree, and
other times it is related to an
interest or background.
Konwerski said applicants will find out if they
have been selected around
spring break, with the caveat that students must
have been accepted to a GW
graduate program to accept
the fellowship. The University typically announces
who was selected close to
Commencement.
“Going to grad school
at GW is an amazing opportunity,” Konwerski said,
adding that being a PAF is
a great opportunity to “contribute to their alma mater
while getting a graduate
degree and making a difference.”
Colby Anderson, a senior, said he applied to the
PAF program for two reasons.
“I really fell in love with
GW and stayed in love with
GW for four years and this
program is a way to continue at GW and give back,” he
said. u

K Street
from p. 1
groups will be able to use
the auxiliary gyms in the
Smith Center.
Brian Wright teaches a
Japanese
swordsmanship
and taekwondo class, and
advises the kendo, iaido
and taekwondo clubs – all
of which have used Building
K since 1992. Wright said he
has looked at space available at the Mount Vernon
Campus, but the space will
be able to fit no more than
10 people, insufficient space
for his classes and clubs.
Some clubs, like karate
club, are now looking at offcampus space to practice,
Wright said.
“I don’t want to have to
leave campus,” Wright said,
adding that he is unsure
if the clubs will be able to
handle the burden of paying rent at off-campus locations.

Allocations
from p. 1
than half a million dollars
in the initial allocations
process, with $428,000 remaining for co-sponsorships, a record amount.
The CR-CD co-sponsorship
represents about 9 percent
of the total co-sponsorship
pool.
Recent co-sponsorships
awarded include $1,000
for the "Rocky Horror Picture Show," $1,200 to GW
Mock Trial and $18,000
to the dance competition
Raas Chaos, Clark said.

smhs
from p. 1
a review found that numerous improvements had been
made to the program.
Scott was a positive
and productive dean who
prompted growth within
the Medical Center, according to the statement.
“He has led the medical

"If we have to,
we'll practice in
the streets."
Stephanie caluag
President
GW Taekwondo Club

Stephanie Caluag, president of the GW Taekwondo
club, said her club has yet
to hear from the University
regarding the situation. She
said she is optimistic about
finding space at HelWell or
the Mount Vernon Campus,
and if not, she has another
location in mind.
“If we have to, we’ll
practice in the streets,” she
said jokingly. u

He noted that co-sponsorships are determined on
a case-by-case basis, and
that there is not an average amount given to organizations. Past CR-CD
joint events have netted
about $1,500 in SA cosponsorships.
The $40,000 co-sponsorship is $20,000 more
than what the SA allocated
for 2008’s Unity Ball. Held
to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of Greek life
on campus and to celebrate
diversity and school spirit,
the ball was largely considered a waste of student-fee
money, the source of the
SA’s funding. u

school ably and with distinction since 2003,” Lerman said
in the statement. “During that
period, the applicant pool has
consistently been among the
largest of any medical school
in the country, and Jim’s
leadership has ensured that
a GW doctor is always ready
for the practice of medicine
in the real world.”
The provost did not return a request for a comment. u

According to the report,
crimes that take place in the
District are highly concentrated in certain zones. These
zones are mostly commercial
centers, such as shopping
areas, but also include the
regions surrounding college
campuses.
Meagan Cahill, one of the
joint authors of the report
and an analyst at the think
tank The Urban Institute,
noted that all of the major
college campuses in the District are bordered by or contain high-crime areas. These
include GW, American University, Georgetown University, Howard University and
Gallaudet University.
Cahill said the report did
not adjust for the populations
of the city blocks, so the more
populated areas tend to be denoted as higher-crime areas.
Although many crimes
occur on college campuses,
“they are usually lesser ones,
such as vending machine
thefts, petty robberies and

bicycle thefts,” Cahill said.
University Police Chief
Kevin Hay echoed this sentiment, saying that while there
are high-crime areas around
the Foggy Bottom Campus,
crime is generally declining,
in accordance with regional
and national trends.
“For a campus with a
20[,000] to 25,000 student
body, crime is relatively low,”
Hay said, citing the fact that
in 2009 alone there were no
incidents of arson, homicide,
manslaughter or motor vehicle thefts on either the Foggy
Bottom or the Mount Vernon
campuses.
Metropolitan Police Department Commander Matt
Klein, the commander of
MPD’s 2nd District, agreed
that the crimes taking place
in and around Foggy Bottom
are generally not as violent
or dangerous as the ones in
other areas of the city.
“The majority of crimes
around our universities, like
GW and Georgetown, involve

Graphic by eve chan

thefts, like students leaving
their laptops and walking
away or having things stolen from their dorm rooms,”
Klein said. “There are isolated violent crimes, including
sexual assaults. I wouldn’t
say that that is a trend, but

those are crimes that we take
very seriously.”
Klein and Hay both said
they are working together
closely to identify these
crimes and find solutions to
make college campuses in
the area safer. u
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GW History
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11 years ago...

SMPA majors charged a
$2,000 fee to cover the
costs of a new building.

Miranda Green
Contributing Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com

Christian Ewing
Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com

25 years ago...

Students rally outside Rice
Hall against apartheid in
South Africa.

H

44 years ago...

Dorm board considers
abolishing curfews for
female upperclassmen.

Speaking out about suicide
Suicide survivors start the conversation

marie mcgrory | hatchet staff PHOTOGRAPHER

Sophomore Amanda Uhme's father committed suicide when she was three years
old. Since starting college, she has become comfortable speaking about suicide.

Since she was three years old,
Amanda Uhme has been trying
to wrap her mind around suicide.
From elementary school to high
school, she could only talk about it
with her mom and her best friend.
When she came to college, Uhme finally learned how to discuss it.
The subject came up at a group
dinner last year. When her friend’s
parents asked Uhme about her own
parents, she told them her father
had passed away.
“On the way home, I sent [my
friend] a text message saying, ‘I
don’t know how to talk about this
with anyone, but my father committed suicide,’” Uhme, a sophomore, said. “And it took off from
there.”
After that night, Uhme became
more comfortable talking about
suicide. Now that she's the publicity chair for the GW chapter of Active Minds, a new student organization on campus devoted to mental
health, Uhme has made talking
about suicide part of her job.
Uhme’s father committed suicide when she was just a toddler.
Though she didn’t realize the impact of his suicide at the time, Uhme
said the coping process began when
she was about 10 years old.
“I think it’s been a process up
until now of just coming to terms
with why it happened and seeing
if it was my fault, like I didn’t do
enough as a three-and-a-half-yearold, which I’ve realized in time is a
ridiculous thought process,” Uhme
said. “I couldn’t have stopped it or
anything like that.”
As a suicide survivor, Uhme

said she wishes there were more
people like her that she could talk
to, people who would understand
her situation.
On Saturday, Nov. 20, members
of Active Minds and members of
the community did just that. About
two dozen suicide survivors gathered together to talk about suicide.
The event coincided with the
12th annual National Survivors of
Suicide Day, which was created by
a Senate resolution in 1999 through
the efforts of Sen. Harry Reid, who
lost his father to suicide. Each year,
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention sponsors events to

''

by andrea vittorio
Life Editor

We need to be able to
talk about anything
and everything.

''

john Madigan

Senior Director of Public Policy
for the American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention

raise awareness about the issue.
Suicide is the third-leading
cause of death for 15- to 24-yearolds, according to the National
Center for Health Statistics. One
person dies from suicide every 15
minutes in the U.S.
Numbers like these motivated
John Madigan, a 1980 GW alumnus

and the senior director of public
policy for AFSP, to fight back. After
losing his sister Nancy to suicide
when she was 37 years old, Madigan became involved in suicide
awareness.
Through public education, survivor outreach programs, research
and advocacy, he hopes to normalize the conversation about suicide,
“without being overly dramatic.”
“We need to be able to talk
about anything and everything,”
he said. “It doesn’t matter who you
are, if you need help, it’s ok to talk
about it.”
Sophomore Delaney Workman,
a member of Active Minds, agrees
that a stigma exists surrounding
suicide and that the best way to
deal with the issue is to talk about
it.
“I think there a lot of people
who have issues and don’t know
where to let them out,” she said.
When Workman was a junior
in high school in Barrington, Ill.,
eight students committed suicide.
Workman said it was really hard for
her to talk about it at the time. “I
went through a depressive state in
high school, and if it wasn’t for my
friends and family who I talked to,
it would have gotten really bad.”
Through events like SOS Day,
the members of Active Minds want
to start conversations about mental
health on campus and provide support for suicide survivors.
“I think joining Active Minds
has helped me come around and
give closure to that whole coping
process that started 10 years ago,”
Uhme said. “So I’m glad I found
an organization that can help other
people not have to go through the
same thing.” u

Delivering
dorm-friendly dinners

''

Student's cooking service brings
homemade meals to college kitchens
by Lauren Katz
Hatchet Reporter
For the cooking-challenged
among us: Have no fear, Cristina Roman is here to make you
dinner.
GW Bites, Roman’s new
culinary
micro-enterprise,
brings homemade meals to
your doorstep.
“My target market is freshmen craving home-cooked
meals, but there are seniors
who still don’t know how to
cook,” she said.
After making a lackluster
pot of chili in her apartment
and realizing that buying all of
the spices was rather costly, Roman said she had an epiphany.
“[I thought] there has to
be a way for people to have
the satisfaction of making their
own meal without it being expensive,” she said.
GW Bites features a different menu each week, and meals
include at least an entree, a side
dish and a dessert. Students
sign up through the website
and are notified of the meal of
the week Monday evenings. If
they are interested in the meal,
it will be delivered to their door
between 5 and 7 p.m. the following Wednesday.
The cooking service also
offers Meals in a Jar, which
include all the dry ingredients and directions necessary
to bake goods ranging from
pumpkin scones to lentil soup
to tofu stir-fry.
The meals in a jar range
from $3 to $10, far less expensive than the amount it would
cost to buy each ingredient separately at the grocery store.
“[GW Bites] is great for me
because I get to try one new
recipe per week, I have my
meal for the night and I make
a little bit of cash,” said Roman,
a senior majoring in human
services.
Thanks to social networking through the newly created
GW Social Enterprise Forum,
GW Bites’ website received
over 50 hits within the first 24
hours. So far, Roman’s customer base consists of about 30
students.
In the future, Roman hopes
to expand the enterprise and
maybe even “build a brand”
out of it. She has even introduced guest chefs to the program.
Through it all, Roman

My target market is
freshmen craving
home-cooked meals,
but there are seniors
who still don't know
how to cook.

''

Cristina Roman
Owner
GWBites

wants to stay true to her first
love: cooking. Roman considers the enterprise not a job, but
rather a “paid hobby.”
“It’s become a really destressing activity,” she said.
“The end result is so satisfying
[and] when you get good feedback it feels really nice.”
Freshman Winslow Shef-

field said he values GW Bites
as an alternative to less-thangourmet campus dining options.
"I am without a doubt going to make GW Bites a part
of my weekly eating plans."
he said. "Not only is the quality far superior to Sodexo, but
the serving sizes are also much
more generous and fairly
priced."
Sophomore Gabbi Baker
said she appreciates the convenience of prepared meals.
"It's really nice sometimes
to not have to worry about figuring out dinner. GW Bites just
does it for you," Baker said.
From cooking with her
mom as a kid to running her
own food business from her
apartment, Roman has learned
that some of the best meals
come naturally.
“Don’t be afraid to throw
together ingredients,” Roman
said. “You don’t always need a
recipe.” u

marie mcgrory | hatchet staff PHOTOGRAPHER

Senior Cristina Roman makes complete meals and Meals in a Jar in
her apartment and sells them to students through GW Bites.

Rachel vorsanger | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Farmers & Fishers' simplistic style contrasts with its often-busy dining room and complex menu. The
restaurant's dozens of farm-inspired dishes recall its sister restaurant, Founding Farmers.

Restarant: Farmers & Fishers, 3000 K Street, NW

At Whit's End
Fishing for good eats at Farmers & Fishers
On the outside, Farm- a nearly empty restaurant.
ers & Fishers is stark and
But despite how minicontemporary. The menu malistic the inside of the
is painted on the exterior restaurant is, the menu is
of the restaurant in mod- very complex. The self-proern, colorful block letters. claimed “pre-prohibition”
“Chocolate-dipped bacon bar skips pre-flavored juiclollipops” tops
es and builds
the list. The
cocktails from
walls are lined
the
ground
with windows
Whitney Hensler
up, with freshthat look out
ly
squeezed
on the Georgefruits
and
town Waterfirst-class alfront and small, close tables cohol. A carryover from
outline the curve of the eat- Founding Farmers, the bar
ery, offering the sounds of produces creative, chefthe water fountain and a crafted cocktails such as
view of the often-crowded the Tiger Woods, made
bar at Tony and Joe's.
with iced tea infused with
But inside the restau- agave nectar, vodka and
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entrée. The crab dip blends
together deliciously, a blend
of crab and artichoke dip
served with toasted ciabatta
bread. The pasta continued
the meal’s delightful, fresh
feel: Ricotta, provolone and
Parmesan cheeses tucked
into an envelope of homemade ravioli and topped
with a mushroom cherry
glaze. A mini key lime pie
finished the meal – a threebite treat that summed up
my overall impression of
the restaurant, which was,
in a word, sublime.
Overall, the restaurant
continues in the tradition started by Founding
Farmers:
farm-inspired
dishes, fresh flavors and a
seasonal flair. Like Founding Farmers, the prices for
entrees and cocktails are
fairly high. But for food
lovers looking for a fresh
approach to food and bold,
unique flavors, Farmers &
Fishers is a must. The wait
may be long and the prices
might be high, but the meal
is worth every minute and
every penny. With quality food, an elaborate bar
and a location on the waterfront, Farmers & Fishers
may have cemented itself
as an integral part of the
D.C. food scene. u
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IN Brief
Hogan to compete at NCAA
Championships Monday
Senior women’s cross-country
runner Megan Hogan will compete
in the NCAA Cross-Country National Championships in Terre Haute,
Ind., Monday.
Hogan qualified for the race by
finishing third at NCAA Mid-Atlantic
Regional Championships in State
College, Pa., Nov. 13. The senior
finished the 6k course in 19:58
seconds, 38 seconds better than
her time on the same course from
earlier this season.
Hogan also won the Atlantic 10
women’s cross-country individual
championship in late October and
was named the A-10 Student Athlete of the Year for the second consecutive season.
The GW senior will be making
her third appearance at the NCAA
Championships when she takes
the course Monday. She was the
first ever GW runner to qualify for
the race when she ran there in
2008. In 2009, Hogan rebounded
from being tripped early in the race
to finish 27th out of 255 competitors, making her the first ever Colonials runner to be named an AllAmerican.

Last word
"We could have gone into
Thanksgiving 1-3, which
would have been a bad
Thanksgiving. I would
have burned the turkey."
–Mike Bozeman, women's
basketball head coach, on the
significance of his team's pair of
victories over the weekend.
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The number of points sophomore
guard Danni Jackson had in GW's
62-53 win over North Texas Sunday.

Colonials topple Coppin State, N. Texas
by Louis Nelson
Sports Editor

Of the four halves the women’s
basketball team played Thursday
against Coppin State and Sunday
against North Texas, head coach
Mike Bozeman was really only happy with two of them.
Thursday night in the Colonials’ home opener, GW dominated
Coppin State from the opening tip
and led 41-17 at halftime. In the second half, though, Bozeman’s squad
slowed down and went cold, shooting 28 percent worse from the floor
and making just one of eight threepointers after connecting on six of
seven from beyond the arc in the
first half.
“It feels good to get the first victory under our belt. The second half
was one to grow on. We gotta get
better with the energy and the focus
coming out of halftime,” Bozeman
said Thursday night after his team's
63-42 win. “The first half is the way
we want to play, the second half we
have to grow on and get better at
closing out.”
Three GW players - sophomores
Megan Nipe, Tiana Myers and Tara
Booker - scored 11 points each
against the Eagles. Junior guard Kye
Allums was the high scorer for the
Colonials, with 12 points in just 15
minutes of action.
Allums – a transgender individual who identifies as a male
but biologically remains a female –
struggled in GW’s first two games
of the season at the Best Buy Classic
in Minneapolis, less than an hour
away from his hometown of Hugo,
Minn. Seeing Allums rebound from
the disappointing performances to
open the season was encouraging
for Bozeman.
“I think Kye let the game come
to him a lot better than he did in
Minnesota. I mean, that’s a lot of
pressure, come on,” Bozeman said.
“I didn’t really know what to expect, I’m sure he didn’t know what
to expect out there. The adrenaline
was flowing… He looked a lot more
comfortable out there [against Coppin State] and the team was giving
him the ball in positions that would
allow him to be successful.”
Sunday, it was the first half that
gave Bozeman and the Colonials a
headache. GW, which beat North
Texas 84-82 on the road last season,
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Sophomore guard Danni Jackson had six points against Coppin State Thursday
night and a team-high 15 in GW's 62-53 win over North Texas Sunday afternoon.
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bringing a 25-24 lead into the
locker room. Bozeman said he
challenged Abiona during the
intermission to step up in the
second half with the knowledge that if the redshirt senior
played better, her teammates would
follow.
“I actually challenged Ivy. I challenged her because she is a leader of
our team in that locker room and
they feed off of her energy so much.
I just thought that she could raise
her energy level and her efficiency
around the basket,” he said. “I simply told her that that’s her responsi-
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trailed for much of the first half.
Several Colonials, including redshirt senior Ivy Abiona and junior
Sara Mostafa, struggled to finish
plays around the basket, and sophomore point guard Danni Jackson
had some issues connecting with
her teammates on passes.
GW (2-2) managed to take
the lead seconds before halftime,

bility and I wanted to see her do it.”
Abiona responded with seven
points and seven rebounds in the
second half, giving her a doubledouble for the game with 10 points
and 11 boards, providing a spark for
the Colonials on their way to a 62-53
win over the Mean Green. Sophomore Danni Jackson came alive, too,
scoring nine of her 15 points in the
second half and slowing down her
game enough to cut down on her
turnovers.
“I play a million miles per hour
anyway, so I really can’t stop that,”
Jackson said.
Jackson said that her increased
offensive production was a product of opportunities she saw in
the North Texas defense and not
of any preconceived plan to score
more frequently. On an afternoon
when most of GW’s usual offensive
threats were quiet, Bozeman said he
was happy to see Jackson step into a
role as a scorer.
“She’s gonna feed off of what
the team needs. We needed her
point production tonight, and that’s
what she gave us,” Bozeman said.
“If Tiana’s hitting, if Megan Nipe is
stroking it, if Tara Booker is stroking it, then she may just feed off of
that and pile up the assists. But, we
needed her to be that scorer.”
The Colonials will have a long
break between games over the
Thanksgiving holiday and won’t
take the court again until Nov. 30
at the Smith Center against Ohio.
Bozeman said the Colonials have
yet to play a complete game so far
this season. There’s still room for
improvement and consistency, the
Colonials head coach said, but with
two wins in the books, Bozeman
will be able to relax a little bit more
during his Thanksgiving break with
the knowledge that his team is moving in the right direction.
“That’s part of the maturation
process of my team, is to put that 40
minutes together,” Bozeman said.
“To be honest with you, I wouldn’t
want to be peaking right now…
We’re about to go into Thanksgiving, and we could have gone into
Thanksgiving 1-3, which would
have been a bad Thanksgiving. I
would’ve burned the turkey. But we
also could have gone into Thanksgiving 3-1. We’re not where we
want to be, but we’re better than we
were.” u

ROUND UP

W. squash splits Saturday double-header
After opening its season
with three nine-game sweeps
in its first three matches,
the women’s squash team
dropped its first contest of
the season, a 6-3 defeat at the
hands of Columbia.
The Colonials took the
first two games against the
20th-ranked Lions, but proceeded to drop the next six
in a row before winning the
ninth and final game. Three
of the 16th-ranked Colonials’
losses went more than three
sets, including freshman Elizabeth Tapley’s five-set loss in
the fourth game.
Saturday wasn’t a complete wash for GW, which defeated 30th-ranked Virginia in
the first half of the Colonials’
double-header at the Lerner
Health and Wellness Center.
GW topped the Cavaliers 9-0
and didn’t drop a set in the
match. Only three Virginia
players scored six points or
more in any one of the 27 total
sets Saturday morning.
The men’s squash team
also earned a victory Saturday, topping Columbia 9-0
at home. Freshman Islam
El-Fiky set the tone for the
Colonials from the match’s
opening game. El-Fiky recorded victories by scores of
11-2, 11-5 and 12-10. Junior
Jose Calderon, who played
Saturday in the number three
slot, rebounded after losing
the second set to win the final two sets by scores of 12-10
and 11-7.
Both teams will be off until Dec. 4, when they’ll begin
play at the Wesleyan Round
Robin in Middletown, Conn.
The men’s team will take on
Colby and Wesleyan Dec. 4,
followed by games against
Bowdoin and Trinity the next
day. The women’s team will
kick off the tournament with
games against Colby and
Wesleyan Dec. 4.

Swimming

Senior Paola Leor broke
her own program record in
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The women's squash team beat Virginia 9-0 in its first match of the
day Saturday, but lost to Columbia 6-3 in the second match of the day.

the 50-yard freestyle over the
weekend at the Patriot Invitational hosted by George
Mason in Fairfax, Va. Leor
finished the race in 23.47 seconds, more than a tenth of a
second better than her previous record, which she set at
the Atlantic 10 Championships Feb. 18.
The Colonials had eight
swimmers finish in the top-10
in their events Saturday between the men' and women's
teams. Sophomore Phillip
Graeter placed sixth in both
the 400-yard individual medley and the 100-yard backstroke. Sophomore Alex Etz
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finished 10th in the 100-yard
backstroke, earning points
for his team and touching the
wall just over two tenths of a
second slower than his teammate Graeter. Sophomore
Niklas Glenesk took seventh
place in the 200-yard freestyle.
On the women’s side, GW
finished eighth in the 200yard medley with a time of
1:49.69 Saturday. Freshman
Caroline Myers continued
her strong rookie season with
a win in the 500-yard freestyle
Friday afternoon. She also finished sixth in the 200-yard individual medley Friday.u
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