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OPINIONS 
Giving Greek life a chance
Columnist Tom Braslavsky talks up the positive aspects 
of Greek life amid controversy. • Page 4

Mac 'n' cheese goes mobile
CapMac, a food truck serving up creative twists on the 
popular dish, is gathering an impressive following. • Page 6

Sexual assaults rise in Second District 
Assaults in GW's police district jump 78 percent. 
University Police Chief Kevin Hay urges students 
to be 'street wise.' • Page 5

Former professor sues GW over buyouts
Richard Soland alleges GW failed to give him notice 
of school-wide buyouts before he retired. • Page 3

CULTURE

Bookstore 
reports 7,000 
rentals
Officials expect 
rental numbers to be 
on par with fall.
• Page 5

Colonials 
collapse at 
Richmond
The men's basketball 
team fell 58-68 to 
the Spiders.
• Page 8

SPORTS NEWS

PresidentialProtest

GabrIella demczuk | hatchet PhOtOGraPher
A protestor stands outside the White House Wednesday during a demonstration against Chinese President Hu Jintao’s state visit. The Chinese president 
and President Barack Obama discussed China's human rights issues and the value of the yen, China's currency. 

University officials touted stable fundrais-
ing numbers this week, saying the fact that do-
nations to GW have not declined this year is a 
hopeful sign in a weak economy.

The University raised $40 million in the first 
half of the fiscal year, the same amount it raised 
in the same period a year before.

Patricia Danver, a spokeswoman for the 
development office, said the amount raised be-
tween July 1 — the first day of the fiscal year 
— and Dec. 31 are promising indicators of eco-
nomic recovery, citing a $6 million decrease in 
mid-year fundraising numbers two years ago. 

“We are still seeing the effects of the econ-
omy, so it’s not surprising that our mid-year 
numbers are steady. The good news is that un-
like many of our peers, we have not gone down 
from this point last year,” Danver said. “We are 
confident that as the economy improves and we 
continue to tell the GW story that the trajectory 
will be upwards.”

Danver said the total number of individu-
als who contributed to GW rose 14 percent from 
this time last year, meaning more donors are 

Next year’s undergraduate fi-
nancial aid pool could total up to 
$159 million, a nearly $10 million 
increase from what it is this year, a 
senior University official estimated 
this week.

Robert Chernak, senior vice 
provost and senior vice president 
for Student and Academic Support 
Services, said the amount of fund-
ing for financial aid will likely be 
between $155 and $159 million, 
largely depending on the number of 
continuing students who return to 
GW in the fall.

“It’s going to be more than 
$150 [million] that we’re going 
to request from the Board,” 
Chernak said, referring to the 
Board of Trustees, GW's high-
est governing body that ap-
proves the financial aid bud-
get. “My guess is somewhere 
between $155 to $159 million — 
somewhere in that range is go-
ing to be the required amount of 
funding in order to do the things 
that we’ve been doing to help peo-

ple maintain access.”
This year’s junior class is larger 

than the current senior class and 
also receives more financial aid — 
meaning that the amount of aid 
graduating seniors will release will 
not be enough to completely replen-
ish the aid pool without an increase 
in funding, Chernak said.
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Fundraising 
holds steady in 
weak economy

University projects  
financial aid increase 

chrIs GreGOry | senIOr staff PhOtOGraPher
Alumna Megan Whittemore works on Capitol Hill as the deputy press secretary for House Majority 
Leader and alumnus Eric Cantor, R-Va. Whittemore said her time at GW prepared her for the job.
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The University is moving forward with 
plans to renovate the first floor of Gelman Li-
brary, a first step toward making good on its 
promise to revamp the aging building.

University spokeswoman Emily Cain 
said GW hired Cox Graae + Spack Archi-
tects in late December, and the firm is in the 
process of developing a conceptual plan for 
what the renovations will look like.

Though the University has retained the 
architectural firm, it has not determined 
what its scope and size will be.

“As we’ve said before, renovation of 
Gelman Library is a top priority for the Uni-
versity,” University Provost Steven Lerman 
said. “We are still in the early stages, but we 
are moving forward and have progressed to 
the next phase of the project.”

Renovation plans were drawn up in 2006 
but were never brought to fruition. Those 
plans have since been scrapped, though 
Cain said they will factor in to planning dis-
cussions.

Cain said she could not give an exact 
cost for the project until the plans have been 
finalized. In past months, top University 

sOurces: OffIce Of student fInancIal assIstance
GraPhIcs by eVe chan and allIsOn elfrInG

Univ. hires 
firm to 
renovate 
Gelman

See MONEY: Page 5

The Hatchet’s first en-
counter with alumna Megan 
Whittemore was a blur. 

She said hello while 
rushing by to prepare for the 
week’s “pen and pad” meet-
ing in the house majority 
leader’s office. As reporters 
trickled into the office at the 
U.S. Capitol building to have 
their questions answered, 
Whittemore was busy on her 
BlackBerry, e-mailing and 
making calls.

When the meeting began 
at 2 p.m., Whittemore stood 
close behind House Major-
ity Leader and alumnus Eric 
Cantor, R-Va., observing and 

taking notes while he an-
swered questions regarding 
the “No Cost Jobs Plan” he 
unveiled in December 2009.

The hectic schedule is 
a common occurrence for 
Whittemore, deputy press 
secretary to one of the high-
est-ranking members in the 
House, and is something she 
trained for when she was a 
graduate student at GW last 
year. 

Whittemore earned a 
master’s degree from the 
Graduate School of Politi-

cal Management 
in May 2010, and 
graduated from 
the School of Me-
dia and Public Af-
fairs summa cum 

laude with Phi Beta Kappa 
honors two years before 
that.

She began working in 
Cantor’s office in March 
before earning her master's 
degree in May 2010, just as 
the 111th Congress “was de-
bating the highly contested 
health care legislation,” she 
said.

Whittemore, 25, said she 
discovered her passion for pol-
itics and storytelling during 

by samantha stOne
Hatchet Staff Writer

Managing a political message
Alumna serves on Cantor's press team

H
Watch alumna Megan 
Whittemore as she 
navigates Capitol Hill

www.gwhatchet.com
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Study: District is most 
literate city in nation

IN BrIef

H

Job Search Strategies
Learn to navigate job postings over 
lunch at the Career Center. RSVP 
through GWork.
Career Center, room 208 
• 12:30 to 2 p.m.

Self Defense Class
Learn how to strike, block and perform 
martial arts techniques from the 
University Police Department.
Thurston Hall piano lounge 
• 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Thursday Friday
Obama 2.0 roundtable
Al Jazeera English will analyze 
President Barack Obama’s 
global failures and successes.
Jack Morton Auditorium 
• 3 p.m.

Pancakes with the Provost
Eat pancakes flipped by Provost 
Steven Lerman at his home on the 
Mount Vernon Campus.
Alumni House 
• 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

SundaySaturday

ON the weB www.gwhatchet.com

SlIDeShOw
Hu Jintao met by protests

The Chinese leader is in D.C. for an 
official state visit. 

auDIO SlIDeShOw
Mac ‘n’ cheese goes mobile

CapMac – a local food truck – often sets 
up shop in Foggy Bottom.

vIDeO
Alumna Megan Whittemore

Whittemore is deputy press secretary for 
fellow alumnus, Rep. Eric Cantor, R-Va.

JaNuary

gaBrIella DemCzuk | hatChet PhOtOgraPher
The University began demolishing the former Phi Sigma Sigma townhouse Wednesday to make way for a parking garage. The land might also house a 
law learning center, but GW still needs zoning approval for both building plans. 
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Looks like those 1,000-page Congres-
sional bills have finally paid off.

D.C. is the most literate city in the 
nation, a recent study found.

Capturing the No. 1 ranking on the 
list is a bump up from last year’s survey, 
when the city held second place, behind 
Seattle.

This year, Seattle and Minneapolis 
trailed behind D.C., placing in second 
and third place, respectively.

The study – based on census data 
from 2009 – focused on cities with popu-
lations of 250,000 or higher, measuring 
newspaper circulation, the number of 
bookstores, library resources, periodical 
publishers, education levels and Internet 
resources. 

The Internet resources category mea-
sured the number of online books and 
newspapers and the number of webpage 
views for online papers per capita.

The District earned first place for 
its newspaper circulation, Internet re-
sources and number of magazines and 
journals published. It fared worst in the 
bookstores category, landing the No. 17 
spot out of 75 major cities for the num-
ber of retailers per 10,000 people, taking 
into account rare and used bookstores.

In the fall, the District was also 
ranked the most educated city based on 
data from the U.S. Census Bureau, with 
at least 47 percent of residents holding a 
bachelor’s degree.

–kelsey martinez
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The original version of "Access to med-
ical marijuana delayed," (Jan. 18, 2010, pg. 
6), was removed, as it contained falsified 
statements. The Hatchet deeply regrets 
this error. 

COrreCtION
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The University-sponsored 
resource center for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
students is without a coordina-
tor for the second time in two 
years, and now members of the 
community are pushing back 
against GW for not filling the 
spot.

A statement from the Dean 
of Students Office said the Uni-
versity is evaluating current 
staffing positions in light of a 
forum the University hosted on 
diversity, where a group of stu-
dents brought up the vacancy 
issue. Dean of Students Peter 
Konwerski said his office will 
aim to make a decision regard-
ing staffing "in the near future."

Mario Peraza, the most re-
cent full-time coordinator for 
the center, left in November for 
a position at the University of 
Maryland. Peraza said the new 
position provided him room for 
greater professional growth. 

Since his departure, the cen-
ter has relied on undergraduate 
and graduate staff to pick up 

the slack, Michael Komo, presi-
dent of Allied in Pride, said.

“As a community we feel 
very disenfranchised,” Komo 
said. “We will not continue to 
make the kind of progress we 
have made in the past if we 
don’t have a leader.” 

This progress includes set-
ting up the Resource Center in 
2008, launching an LGBT stud-
ies minor and winning a year-
long battle for gender-neutral 
housing – the housing policy 
that allows male and female 
students to live together in 
University-owned residence 
halls.

Those efforts, often led by 
Komo, were student-driven 
from the start – and in each 
case the University credited the 
persistence of students in advo-
cating for the creation of each 
milestone. 

“I sincerely hope that the 
University recognizes the 
necessity and urgency with 
which a coordinator needs to be 
found, especially being that a 
large populace of GW students 
are a part of the LGBT com-
munity themselves,” Michael 
Kessler, a sophomore and the 
diversity affairs chair of Allied 
in Pride, said. “Without a coor-
dinator, action is hindered, and 
GWU’s complicity in failing to 
help the LGBT community is 
alarming.”

Leadership duties for the 

center have now fallen on Jes-
sie Kelly, a first-year graduate 
student, and sophomores Jess 
Alexander and Marika Lee, but 
Komo said students cannot pro-
vide the same level of support a 

trained professional can.
“The grad students are 

wonderful and very hard-
working, but because they are 
not trained professionals, they 
are limited in their capacity to 

do only so much,” Komo said.
Komo said the void would 

not be an issue if the Univer-
sity appeared to be actively 
looking for a replacement, but 
he said the University has not 

posted the position opening to 
the public. Allied in Pride sent a 
message on its Listserv Tuesday 
urging its members to voice 
their discontent. 

“Take action now by filling 
out this one-page form online 
and telling GW that not post-
ing and filling this vacancy is 
unacceptable to the LGBT com-
munity,” the e-mail said, link-
ing students to the President’s 
Council on Diversity and Inclu-
sion.  The University did not 
answer questions about how 
many complaints they have re-
ceived.

In line with the council’s 
mission to promote diversity 
on campus, “the approach to 
providing support to LGBT 
students is being examined and 
conversations are taking place 
within the administration to 
determine both the most appro-
priate alignments and the best 
staffing pattern and delivery 
model to meet the expanding 
service expectations and needs 
of all students in our diverse 
community,” Konwerski said.

This is the second time the 
resource center has been with-
out a leader since the original 
director, Aaron Fox, left the 
University for California in 
2009. It took GW five months to 
fill Fox’s seat. 

“The LGBT community just 
does not seem like a priority to 
the University,” Komo said. u

A former professor is suing 
the University for failing to no-
tify him of an upcoming school-
wide School of Engineering 
and Applied Science buyout 
program while he was in the 
process of taking an individual 
buyout, according to court doc-
uments.

Richard Soland, who was a 
professor of operations research 
in SEAS, retired in December 
2009 with an individual buyout 
package that was approved in 
April 2008. About 18 months 
later, the School of Engineering 
launched a buyout plan for full-
time professors who had been 
working at GW since July 1994 
or earlier, a buyout Soland said 
he would have qualified for. 

Soland alleges that neither 
SEAS Dean David Dolling or 
then-Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Donald 
Lehman told him about the 
buyout plan, which would 
have given the professor about 
$150,000 more when he retired.

Had Soland known about 
the plan, he would’ve kept his 
position five months longer, 
“so as to be eligible to receive 
approximately $325,000 in sev-
erance benefits,” court docu-
ments said. 

Soland, who started at GW 
in 1978, would have been eli-

gible to receive double his 2009 
base salary if he accepted the 
school-wide separation pack-
age. Instead, Soland left with 
only his base salary – $162,653.

“Mr. Lehman did not inform 
Plaintiff that any SEAS-wide 
voluntary separation program 
was in the works,” the com-
plaint states.

Lehman told Soland Dec. 7, 
2009, that he didn’t believe the 
professor was eligible for the 
program’s benefits because “in 
Mr. Lehman’s view, Plaintiff’s 
‘full-time active status’ with 
GW ended at the conclusion of 
the Fall 2008 semester,” accord-
ing to court documents.

Soland argued that the GW 
Faculty Code only has two sta-
tus options for personnel, either 
retired or active, and went ahead 
with submitting paperwork for 
the 2009 separation plan.

But in February 2010 Leh-
man formally denied – on behalf 
of his office and GW – Soland’s 
claim. Soland wasn’t defined as 
a full-time active status faculty 
member under the plan, Leh-
man’s letter said according to 
court documents, because after 
Dec. 31, 2008, Soland didn’t at-
tend faculty meetings, assist 
with administrative work or 
perform academic duties like 
other full-time faculty.

Soland appealed this deci-
sion in April 2010, which was 
also denied two months later, 
according to the complaint. Le-
hman allegedly admitted the 
separation plan doesn’t define 
“full-time regular active faculty 
member,” but argued that So-
land didn’t meet a generally ac-
cepted definition of the status.

Lehman also claimed, ac-
cording to the complaint, that 
faculty had to be employed 
through at least May 31, 2010, 
to be eligible for the plan. 

Soland’s complaint argues, 
“the only reason Plaintiff agreed 
to resign effective December 31, 
2009, is that he was not made 
aware that he would need to 
remain employed at GW after 
that time in order to qualify for 
the enhanced benefits offered 
under the Plan.”

Jason Ehrenberg, one of 
Soland’s attorneys, declined to 
comment on the case, saying 
his policy is to “not comment 
on pending litigation.”

University spokeswoman 
Candace Smith also declined to 
comment on the case, saying it 
is against University policy to 
comment on ongoing litigation. 

Soland is seeking a sever-
ance payment from the Uni-
versity equal to what he would 
have received if he had taken 
the later buyout option, as well 
as attorney’s fees and other 
fees. 

GW must file a response to 
the complaint by Feb. 21. u

The University filed 
three separate lawsuits this 
fall to try to recoup more 
than $5.5 million in property 
taxes from the District.

Each case disputes prop-
erty taxes levied for the 2010 
tax year, claiming the Uni-
versity is paying too much 
in taxes for 2000 and 2100 
Pennsylvania Ave., 805 21st 
St. and 824 New Hampshire 
Ave. – The GW Inn – accord-
ing to court documents.

Each building was “as-
sessed in excess of its esti-
mated market value,” ac-
cording to the petition filed 
by the University. The more 
a property is worth, the more 
taxes an owner pays on that 
property.

GW originally chal-
lenged the city’s assessment 
of each involved property’s 
value in March 2009, but 

four months later, the Office 
of Tax and Revenue decided 
to make no changes to the 
sums, according to the docu-
ments. 

“The assessment made 

by Respondent on the sub-
ject property fails to give ap-
propriate consideration to 
the true market value, size, 
location, usage, operating 
costs, earning capacity, zon-

ing, government imposed 
restrictions and the condi-
tion of the subject property,” 
all three complaints filed in 
court stated.

In September 2009, the 

University further appealed 
to the D.C. Board of Real 
Property Assessments and 
Appeals, resulting in about 
an $11 million tax reduc-
tion for properties at 2000 

Pennsylvania Ave. and 805 
21st St. GW is still filing to 
receive an additional $3 mil-
lion refund for those prop-
erties. Properties that did 
not receive tax reductions 
include The GW Inn and an 
office building at 2100 Penn-
sylvania Ave.

The office building’s 
value was assessed without 
taking the financial credit 
crisis or dipping economy 
into account, and the hotel 
has also seen a decrease in 
revenue, according to the 
documents.

In a response to the pe-
tition filed by the Univer-
sity, the District denied al-
legations that the properties 
were assessed to be of great-
er value than the estimated 
market value.

The total amount of 
property taxes owed for the 
properties associated with 
the cases is about $331.7 mil-
lion, taking into account the 
$11 million reduction.

Initial hearings on the 
status of the case are set for 
April 11.

The attorneys represent-
ing the University and D.C. 
did not respond to requests 
for comment. u

fraNcis rivera | coNtributiNg photo editor
Members of the LGBT Resource Center from left to right, Marika Lee, Jessica Alexander, Jessica Kelly, Nikki 
Buckholz and Ben Kernan, are working without a full-time coordinator for the second time since 2009. The 
University said in a statement that staffing in the center is being re-evaluated.

Position is vacant 
for the second 
time in two years
by katheriNe rodriguez
Hatchet Reporter

Former professor sues GW over SeaS buyout packages

Claims properties 
are worth less than 
appraised value
by priya aNaNd
Assistant News Editor

Refunds sought by GW in property tax lawsuits

source: court documeNts
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LGBT Resource Center left without coordinator

Univ. files lawsuits to reduce property taxes by $5.5 million

University has one 
month to respond 
to the lawsuit
by amy d'oNofrio
Metro News Editor

TIMELINE OF THE RICHARD SOLAND 
BUYOUT LAWSUIT

Early 2008
GW professor Richard Soland announces his intention to 

retire and inquires about the possibility of a voluntary separation package.

April 2008
Soland receives a letter saying his separation package has been approved.

November 2008

Oct. 23, 2009
Faculty in the School of Engineering and Applied Science are notified 

of a school-wide voluntary separating program.

Dec. 7, 2009
Soland asks if he is eligible for the buyout, and is told by former 

Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Don Lehman that he is not. 

February 2010
Soland receives a formal denial for the buyout.

Soland receives the terms of his separation package, which include a base 
academic-year salary of $162,653, effective Jan. 1, 2009.

April 2010
Soland appeals the decision in a lawsuit against the University.

Feb. 21, 2011
Date the University must respond to the lawsuit.

Soland files his lawsuit against the University in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia.

Nov. 24, 2010

"Mr. Lehman did 
not inform Plaintiff 
that any SEAS-wide 

voluntary separation 
program was in the 

works."
Court Documents

graphic by cory weiNberg

her time at the University, 
which will prove invaluable as 
her duties expand on Capitol 
Hill. Her boss, Cantor, recently 
became house majority leader, 
putting him in greater demand 
for reporters looking to quote 
members of Congress.

“As deputy press secretary 
I have the opportunity to play 
a central role on the majority 
leader’s communications team, 
managing national and regional 
media coverage, coordinating 
strategic initiatives and meet-
ing the demands of daily com-
munications and press opera-
tions,” Whittemore said.

Whittemore said she was 
always passionate about media 
and as she pursued that inter-

est, she became simultaneously 
interested in politics, which at-
tracted her to GW.

Whittemore said her time at 
GW was beneficial to landing a 
prestigious job on the Hill.

“My GW experience helped 
prepare me to be a more effec-
tive communicator [by] col-
laborating with other students 
who share similar interests, 
focus and commitment,” Whit-
temore said.

Being regularly challenged 
by a faculty comprised of lead-
ers in the field of communica-
tions and campaign manage-
ment taught her methods for 
approaching campaigns, crisis 
management, political mes-
saging and reaching targeted 
audiences, she said, all essential 
parts of her career in politics.

Political management 
professor Nancy Bocksor had 
Whittemore as a student, and 

said she possessed skills unique 
and advantageous to the world 
of Washington. Bocksor said 
Whittemore’s dual passions — 
politics and ballet — helped her 
stand out.

“As a student in my fund-
raising class at GWU’s Gradu-
ate School of Political Manage-
ment, her final project focused 
on recruiting more young peo-
ple as donors to the Washin-
gon Ballet,” Bocksor said. “Her 

approach was fresh – she even 
proposed an event called ‘Beer 
and Ballet’ as a creative way to 
attract donors.”

Though she’s no longer in 
school, Whittemore said GW’s 
influence goes beyond the Fog-
gy Bottom Campus — citing 
the numerous GW alumni who 
serve and work in Congress.

“GW has such a strong 
influence across the country,” 
Whittemore said of alumni. u
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H
QuotAbLe "Anyone will tell you Gelman needs help."

–Jason Lifton, Student Association president, on why the University needs to provide support for 
the aging library.
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Giving Greek life a chance

The fight 
for using 

Blackboard
One of my first Hatchet col-

umns argued that the Univer-
sity should force professors 

to use Blackboard to some extent in 
every class – at the very least man-
dating syllabi and the professor’s 
contact information be posted. While 
much of the 
piece focused 
on the benefits 
B l a c k b o a r d 
brings to a 
class, my main 
point was that 
professors are 
shortchanging 
students by 
failing to use 
software sub-
sidized by our tuition dollars.

A few days later, I received an 
e-mail from an administrator who 
seemed interested in meeting with 
me to discuss these ideas. Said meet-
ing never materialized, lost forever in 
the purgatory of GW bureaucracy. 

In the year and four months since 
that column ran, I have kept track of 
all the reasons my Blackboard-averse 
professors have given for refusing 
to use the service. Let’s go through 
some of them here and see how they 
square with reality (spoiler alert: they 
don’t).

By far the most popular excuse 
was some version of, “I don’t get 
Blackboard.” While I respect that not 
everyone is adept with technology, 
I found this reason rather insulting. 
Students should not miss out on a 
valuable service because a professor 
does not know how to upload course 
material. More importantly, sick 
classmates who do the right thing 
and stay home should not fall behind 
when handouts and readings could 
easily be posted online and accessed 
from anywhere.

This is not meant to belittle tech-
nophobes; some of my favorite pro-
fessors never used Blackboard. But I 
believe the University should ensure 
that every teacher on its payroll has a 
basic grasp of its basic features, par-
ticularly how to post documents and 
how to allow students to e-mail each 
other. Even these steps will greatly 
narrow the gap between students and 
professors, and will help keep every-
one on the same page, especially in 
large classes.

Another common justification 
– an iteration of “Blackboard isn’t 
useful for this kind of class” – also 
seemed illogical. As a second-se-
mester senior who has taken dozens 
of classes in a variety of disciplines, 
I have yet to find one case where 
Blackboard would not come in 
handy. From discussion boards and 
chats to online quizzes and exercises, 
this software offers features for every 
class and gives professors the ability 
to control what their classes’ pages 
will look like. Unfortunately, it seems 
many professors see this versatility 
as a weakness and choose to ignore 
the software rather than embrace its 
benefits.

I’m no psychology major, but 
it seems a lot of this aversion might 
stem from an unfamiliarity with 
Blackboard’s features. The saying, 
“Don’t knock it until you’ve tried it” 
comes to mind. Forcing professors to 
use Blackboard would expose them 
to everything it can do, even if they 
only use it to post syllabi for the first 
year or two. Over time, this would 
give the site greater value for stu-
dents while acclimating professors to 
its capabilities.

The most interesting reason I 
heard came from a professor who 
told the class, “I used to use Black-
board, but no one ever checked it.” 
I’m sure there are students who can 
count the times they have logged into 
Blackboard on one hand, and that 
should rightfully annoy any profes-
sor who goes through the trouble of 
posting lecture notes and handouts 
online. But this is rarely the case, and 
those professors who utilize Black-
board should find that their students 
will use it as well.

As the faculty moves to Gmail 
accounts and students spend more 
of their lives online, it’s clear that 
software like Blackboard is not going 
away. The University needs to read 
the writing on the wall and mandate 
pages for every class, in every disci-
pline. To do anything less is to rob the 
student body of tuition dollars and a 
thorough learning experience.

–The writer, a senior majroing in 
political communication, is a Hatchet 

columnist.

It’s been a tense time for Greek life at GW. 
With the news that three Greek-life 

chapters are being charged with hazing and 
alcohol violations, and with the prospect of 
punishments for some of those chapters, GW’s 
fraternities and sororities have seen better 
days. But mistakes by individual organizations 
should not outweigh the tremendous benefits 
of the Greek-life community as a whole, and 
students should give Greek life a chance as it 
works to repair its on-campus rapport. 

A Sept. 20 editorial in The Hatchet urged 
fraternities and sororities to be cautious and 
act responsibly with their newfound promi-
nence on campus. Unfortunately, it 
seems that not all Greek-life orga-
nizations or individuals necessarily 
took heed of this advice at the time. 

Upon her arrival at GW in Novem-
ber, new Greek-life director Christina 
Witkowicki was tasked with dealing 
with allegations of hazing in some 
Greek-life chapters that shook the 
whole GW community. Rumors and 
accusations of hazing within some 
fraternities and sororities hurt the 
relationship that the Greek-life or-
ganizations had cultivated with the 
University and students. Additional 
controversy arose last semester when 
Interfraternity Council President Bill 
Hulse resigned in October following a scandal 
and widespread disapproval by fraternity pres-
idents over his leadership. 

Even with some bad press, however, the 
current semester has already shown positive 
signs. Witkowicki’s noted focus on alcohol 
and hazing education is an important step in 
making sure chapters have the knowledge to 
prevent further scandals. The new IFC board 
has come in fresh and in its first meeting voted 
unanimously in favor of implementing a “self-
governance policy.” Still pending approval by 
Student Judicial Services, this policy would 
ensure that fraternity violations are dealt with 
appropriately and would grant accountability 
to IFC member organizations.

Fraternities and sororities want to avoid at 
all costs another embarrassment to the Greek-
life community, and they are committed to 
sticking to the rules.

Twenty-five percent of GW students in-

volved in Greek life cannot simply be ignored, 
and as a brother in an on-campus fraternity, I 
can attest to Greek life’s lasting benefits. With 
over 150 years of history at GW, fraternities 
and sororities have produced leaders across 
campus and beyond. Members of fraternities 
and sororities hold prominent on-campus po-
sitions. For example, last spring, all six candi-
dates for Student Association executive offices 
were members of Greek life. Alumni networks 
in these organizations can help build connec-
tions for students, assisting in the search for 
internships or post-college jobs. Greek life is 
so important on campus that D.C. Mayor Vince 

Gray highlighted his own GW fra-
ternity experience at his inaugura-
tion. Gray, who rose to become the 
first black member — and then two-
term president — of his historically 
Jewish fraternity, is an example of 
how rich Greek life’s history is.

Every semester, fraternities and 
sororities on campus raise thou-
sands of dollars for philanthro-
pies and do thousands of hours of 
community service. Last semester, 
fraternity members spearheaded 
the “I’m Gay for Today” protest 
campaign against the homophobic 
Westboro Baptist Church. These 
components are just as much a part 

of being in a fraternity or sorority as the social 
and athletic events. 

The challenge now is for these organiza-
tions to live up to their commitment and not 
let the University and students down again. 
Greek life at GW is at a crossroads: Being re-
sponsible and treating members with respect 
can reinforce the community’s position on 
campus. Additional mistakes and failures 
could further hurt future prospects.   

Whether in the IFC, the Panhellenic Coun-
cil, the Multicultural Greek Council, or the Pro-
fessional, Honor and Service Greek Council, 
these organizations make a profound impact 
on our University and its students. Don’t let a 
few mistakes tarnish your view of a whole sec-
tor of the University community. Give Greek 
life a chance.

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist and a 

member of the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity.

Drink like a Colonial
by Colleen Psomas

Matt Ingoglia

Columnist

Tom 
Braslavsky
Columnist

Letter to the editor

What don’t you like about GW?  Whether 
it’s a pesky aunt or a wide-eyed prospective 
student, this is the most common question 
we are asked about our University. The an-
swer is always the same: J Street sucks and 
there’s no school spirit. I agree that it would 
take a culinary miracle to change the din-
ing issue, but to anyone who thinks there’s 
no school spirit on campus I argue this: You 
probably weren’t in The Smith Center last 
week.

Last week our men’s basketball team 
had its five-game winning streak snapped 
by some tough visitors from Harvard. How-
ever, I still have hope for the future of GW. 
Firstly, we ended the week still tied for first 
place in the Atlantic 10 Conference and are 
off to the best conference start since the 
2005-06 season when we made the NCAA 
Tournament. Secondly, it wasn’t long ago 
that we were being counted out complete-
ly because Lasan Kromah was injured for 
the season. But players like Nemanja Mi-
kic and Tony Taylor have stepped up and 
highlighted their intensity on both ends of 
the court — while becoming fan sensations 

along the way — and have put life back into 
our team.

In a broader perspective, though, the fan 
support at these games was phenomenal. The 
student attendance at last week’s games in-
creased by a deafening level. And you know 
what? We’re tough fans. We’re loud, we’re 
intense, and we can get in the heads of our 
opponents. We have a coach who believes in 
the power of a home-court advantage and, 
last week, we unarguably did our part. But 
this must be the norm, not the exception. 

As our team heads into the meat of con-
ference play, they need us more than ever. So 
GW, let's keep the momentum going. Let’s 
continue to show our visitors that when 
you step inside the Smith Center, you’re not 
dealing with the typical A-10 school. And 
let’s show all the naysayers that GW pride 
is alive and well. Coach Hobbs knows our 
expectations of the team, but let's continue 
to show him that while those high expecta-
tions are unwavering, so too is our support 
for the team. Tip-off is Saturday at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Smith Center. See ya there!

Keith Osentoski 
–The writer is a sophomore majoring in 

political communication and a member of the 
Colonial Army Executive Board. 

A welcome surge of spirit

If a GW student, walking home from 
Gelman, were sexually assaulted a block 
off campus, he or she would not be able 
to have a proper examination immedi-
ately available at our University’s hos-
pital. If a GW student passed out at a 
party with no knowledge of what hap-
pened the night before, he or she would 
have to wait for someone to come to 
the GW Hospital to properly take DNA 
samples. If a GW student is attacked by 
an acquaintance and wants to provide 
evidence from his or her body, he or she 
may even have to go to a hospital near 
Catholic University.

The necessary procedures after a 
sexual assault is the treatment of injuries 
and the collection of physical evidence. 

But our University hospital doesn’t 
employ the nurses who receive training 
to deal with victims of sexual assault, 
so students either have to travel to the 
Washington Medical Center, wait for a 
nurse to travel to GW or receive a exam-
ination from someone besides a SANE 
nurse. 

With rape kits, or Physical Evidence 
Recovery Kits, a designated staff mem-
ber at a hospital can collect saliva, hair 
and other evidence from a victim’s body 
after an attack. If a victim is not treated 
properly, DNA or other vital samples 
can be washed away.

GW is a college located in an urban 
environment. Incidents of sexual assault 
may not occur often, but they do occur, 
and their threat is very real. 

The fact that our University hospital 
is not immediately prepared for these 
incidents shows a blatant disregard for 
student safety. 

When The Hatchet asked why rape 
kits are not readily available at our cam-
pus hospital, with a properly trained 
staffer to administer the test, University 
and hospital officials did not comment. 

The fact of the matter remains that 
the hospital cannot immediately sup-
ply them for victims who should not 
have to wait for any period of time after 
such a traumatic incident. This needs to 
change.

Unfortunately, this is only one facet 
of the problem with how our University 
prepares itself, and its students, for the 
possibility of sexual assault on campus.

As a recent study demonstrated, 
GW students are alarmingly unaware 
of what to do in the event of a sexual 
assault. Respondents to the study indi-
cated that they believed both Student 
Health Services and GW Hospital had 
rape kits – neither do.

A majority of students also indicated 
they believe sexual assault is an issue 
on campus, but only 15 percent claimed 
to know someone who was a victim of 
sexual assault. Because of this differ-
ence, those who conducted the study 
concluded that sexual assault is an “un-
derreported and silent problem” at GW.

Too many students don’t know what 
to do after a sexual assault, and it is up 
to GW, being their institution of learn-
ing, to educate them.

Education can come in many forms. 
Colonial Inauguration can teach incom-
ing freshmen about the issue, and what 
to do in the case of such a traumatizing 
incident. Organizations in Greek life can 
provide information to their members. 

But in addition to these options, the 
University can designate an office or 
organization on campus to better lead 
the effort in sexual assault education. It 
could draw on current resources – such 
as the Sexual Assault Crisis Consulta-
tion Team, Student Health Service, the 
University Counseling Center and the 
University Police Department. This or-
ganization would be responsible for 
raising awareness of this issue, and 
could follow a model similar to the Cen-
ter for Alcohol and Other Drug Educa-
tion, which hosts events, posts flyers 
and provides workshops for student 
orgs. The goal of this new organization 
should be to provide not only help for 
victims, but campus-wide education on 
this issue. By not providing even a basic 
understanding of sexual assault, GW is 
belittling the prominence of sexual as-
sault on college campuses. 

Until this education becomes a more 
prominent part of what we learn at GW, 
it is important for students to seek out 
this information on their own. SACC 
consists of members of UPD, provides 
24-hour help to victims of sexual as-
sault, offers guidance for students seek-
ing help and teaches programs for inter-
ested members of the GW community. 
UPD even offers a self-defense class. We 
highly suggest that students take ad-
vantage of what is currently available to 
learn about this issue.

GW does not do enough to make 
sexual assault education prominent on 
campus. These oversights are not minor, 
and we find this troubling. Students de-
serve change immediately — it’s a mat-
ter of their safety.

A dire need for sexual 
assault education

StAff eDitoriAL
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 The University is look-
ing into expanding the 
number of charging stations 
for electric cars on campus, 
however it is unclear how 
many people are making 
use of the sole charging sta-
tion for cars as of now, 

A charging port was 
installed in South Hall’s 
parking garage during the 
building's construction, but 
no data is available on the 
station’s usage since the 
residence hall opened in fall 
2009, Sophie Waskow, the 
stakeholder engagement 
coordinator for GW’s Office 
of Sustainability, said.

“We are currently ex-
ploring expanding the 
number of charging stations 
on campus, and will aim to 
provide these options in 
new construction projects,” 
Waskow said. 

Waskow said GW is 
working to increase its sus-
tainable transportation op-
tions as part of its Climate 
Action Plan. As of now, 
those who plug into the 
charging portal at South 
Hall do not have to pay to 
use it.

“Exact costs are hard 
to determine, but it is tied 

to our electricity rates and 
how long the station is in 
use,” Waskow said of the 
cost to the University.

The University also has 
25 electric facilities carts 
that charge at normal wall-
like outlets across campus. 

Mark Starik, chair of 
GW’s Department of Stra-
tegic Management and 
Public Policy and director 
of the GW Institute for Sus-
tainability Research, Edu-
cation and Policy, said he 
uses the 110-volt charging 
station in South Hall and 
is glad it is provided by the 
University.

“However, I haven’t no-
ticed that anyone else is us-
ing these stations, perhaps 
because few people know 
about them,” Starik said.

D.C. installed its first 
public electric car charge 
point in November, but 
few people have made use 
of the machine. Starik said 
for D.C. to become a dem-
onstration site for charge 
points, it “may need to pro-
mote them to ensure they 
are used.”

Three people have used 
D.C.’s public charge point 
since its opening in Novem-
ber, totaling four hours of 
charging.

“We think the turnout 
has been so low because 

the Chevy Volt [electric car] 
has been delayed, but once 
those cars are in higher 
circulation we’ll see more 
use,” District Department 
of Transportation spokes-
man John Lisle said.

The opening of the 
charge point at 2000 14th St. 
is part of an effort to move 
toward the use of clean en-
ergy and reducing the city’s 
carbon footprint.

“If [the government] 
can provide public charg-
ing stations we think this 
will encourage people 
to buy more electric 
cars,” Lisle said.

D.C.’s charge 
point is part of the 
national program 
ChargePoint Ameri-
ca, jointly funded by 
the federal govern-
ment as part of the 
American Recovery 
and Reinvestment 
Act, and by Cou-
lomb Technologies. 
Of the entire pro-
gram’s $37 million 
cost, the Depart-
ment of Energy 
contributed $15 mil-
lion. Charge points 
have been added to 
cities like Los Ange-
les, Austin, Detroit, 
New York City and 
Orlando, Fla. u

RobbeRy PickPocket
1/13/11 – 1:15 p.m. 
Location: Public property on 
campus 
Case closed
A student reported her wallet was 
taken from her pocket near the Foggy 
Bottom Metro. 

–No identifiable suspect

UNlawfUl eNtRy
1/13/11 – 10:15 p.m. 
Location: John Quincy Adams House 
Case closed
University police responded to a report 
of a suspicious man in a bathroom. 
Officers identified the subject as a 
homeless man who was barred from 
campus Jan. 9.

–Closed by arrest

DRUg law ViolatioN
1/14/11 – 1:27 a.m. 
Location: International House 

Case closed
UPD officers were leaving the building 
when the fire alarm was activated and 
several students began running out 
of a residential room. A preliminary 
investigation revealed a student 
sprayed a fire extinguisher as a prank. 
The student also had a marijuana 
pipe in his possession and officers 
observed that the room in question 
had towels stuffed under the door. 
The community director was notified 
and conducted an administrative 
search that yielded 0.025 ounces of 
marijuana, drug paraphernalia and 
20 tablets of Adderall. 

–Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

1/18/11 – 2:35 a.m.
Location: Francis Scott Key Hall 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of a 
suspicious odor. GW Housing Programs 
staff conducted an administrative 
search, yielding 3.1 grams of 

marijuana and drug paraphernalia. 
–Referred to SJS

liqUoR law ViolatioN
1/16/11 – 12:18 a.m. 
Location: Public property on 
campus 
Case closed
Officers responded to a report 
of an intoxicated student behind 
Townhouse Row. He was assessed 
and transported to GW Hospital for 
treatment. 

–Referred to SJS

theft
1/17/11 – 9:30 p.m.
Location: Ivory Tower 
Case closed
Employees at Dunkin’ Donuts reported 
to UPD that an unknown male subject 
grabbed an ice cream cake from the 
freezer and fled the area. 

–No identifiable suspect

–Compiled by Sydney Green

CRIME LOG

alex gRiffith | hatchet PhotogRaPheR
A little more than one week into the spring semester, the bookstore has rented out nearly 7,000 
textbooks, and is projecting that numbers will hit the 11,000 mark reached this past fall.

by elise aPeliaN
Hatchet Reporter

elise aPeliaN | hatchet PhotogRaPheR 

The number of sex abuse 
crimes in the Second District  
– where GW's residential cam-
puses are located – increased 78 
percent between 2009 and 2010, 
according to Metropolitan Police 
data. 

There were 18 sex abuse cas-
es in the Second District in 2009, 
and 32 cases in 2010, according 
to the crime mapping tool on 
MPD's website.

MPD spokeswoman Gwen-
dolyn Crump said there were 233 
adult sexual assault cases in total 
reported to MPD in 2009. That 
figure increased about 11 percent 
in 2010 with 260 reported adult 
sexual assaults. 

“This includes simple touch-
ing to forcible acts,” Crump said 
of the data. She explained there is 
a wide variety of sexual assault 
offenses, and frequently there are 
subdivisions within those vari-
ous types. 

MPD tracks all of its sexual 
assault information based on the 
number of reported sexual as-
saults to the department, Crump 
said.

Despite the increase in the 
Second District and the District 
as a whole, sexual assaults at GW 
declined, dropping from nine in 
2009 to just two in 2010, accord-
ing to University Police Depart-
ment data.

“While the cases docu-
mented by MPD have increased 
District-wide, we have not seen 
a commensurate increase on our 
campuses,” UPD Chief Kevin 
Hay said.

Hay said the Foggy Bottom 
Campus had two cases of sexual 
assault in 2010, and the Mount 
Vernon Campus saw none. Data 
from UPD’s website crime sta-
tistics shows that in 2009, the 
Foggy Bottom Campus had four 
reported cases of forcible rape, 
two cases of sexual assault with 
an object and three cases of forc-
ible fondling. 

Of these cases, only one case 
of sexual assault with an object 
was reported to MPD, according 

to UPD’s data. Seven of the other 
cases were reported to UPD, and 
one case was reported to a non-
police official. The Vern saw zero 
cases of sexual assault in 2009. 

Crump did not return re-
quest for comment as to whether 
UPD's reported numbers were 
included in MPD's data count.

“Keep in mind, in the inci-
dents we have seen at GWU, 
they are acquaintance rape cases, 
which some people call ‘date 
rape.’ It is extremely important to 
understand definitions. A ‘sexual 
assault’ can range from a rape 
to an unwanted fondling case,” 
Hay said.

He also made a point to note 
that, “not every sex case means a 
rape has occurred.”

While sexual assaults in the 
Foggy Bottom neighborhood 
have declined, the area did see a 
few notable sexual assault cases.

In October 2010, a female in 
her 20s reported to MPD that she 
was raped by an unknown male 
behind the Spanish Embassy, 
located just off campus along 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

Community members ex-
pressed concern after the inci-
dent, noting that it was unusual 
for the area. As of the fall, no 
arrest had been reported for the 
case.

In February of last year, a 
female student reported she 
was forcibly fondled in Gelman 
Library as she assisted a male 
subject. She reported that he 
put his hands down her pants 
and up her shirt, according to 
a Crime Alert sent out by the 
University. A month later, a GW 
graduate student was identified 
as a suspect in the case and it 
was referred to Student Judicial 
Services. The incident wasn’t re-
ported to MPD at the time, The 
Hatchet reported.

Hay recommended students 
be careful when going out at 
night by traveling in groups, not 
accepting drinks from people 
they don’t know and by making 
sure the person they go home 
with someone they trust.

Hay said UPD patrols the 
area around campus 24/7 and 
that 4-RIDE is available to trans-
port students at night as well.

“Learning to be 'street-wise' 
and developing a sense of 'situ-
ational awareness' are key ele-
ments of self-protection, espe-
cially in large cities,” he said. u

GW installs electric car chargers Sexual assaults in 
Second District rise

by ethaN bURsofsky
Hatchet Reporter

Assaults in GW's 
police district 
jump 78 percent

Nearly 7,000 textbooks have 
been rented through the GW 
Bookstore a little more than a 
week and a half into the spring 
semester.

Bob Blake, director of the 
GW Bookstore, said students 
have saved $225,000 in textbook 
costs by opting to rent rather 
than purchase their books out-
right this semester. 

About 11,000 books were 
rented throughout the fall se-
mester, resulting in a total sav-
ings of about $335,000, Blake 
said.

“We’re on track to meet the 
same number as in the fall,” 
Blake said. “I suspect we’ll hit 
that by the end of the month.” 

Implemented at the begin-
ning of the school year, the pro-
gram is part of a national cam-
paign run by the Follett Higher 
Education Group, called Rent-
A-Text. Follett offers books for 
rent in more than 1,000 univer-
sity libraries at about half the 
cost of their selling price, giving 
students a less expensive alter-
native to buying their books.  

Differing from other rental 
programs, Rent-A-Text allows 
students to highlight and write 
in their rentals as long as they 
are returned at the end of the 
semester.  

Blake said the majority of 
rented books were returned suc-
cessfully after final exams, add-
ing that some students chose to 
purchase their textbooks at the 
end of the semester.  

More than a quarter of the 
bookstore’s titles were rent-
able in the fall, selected from a 
national list of more than 2,000 
books that Follett determines, 
and GW has maintained that 
percentage for the spring se-
mester.  

“ O n e - t h o u s a n d - o n e -
hundred-ninety-two titles are 
eligible,” Blake said. “And it’s 
a different selection of texts, al-
though some of them may be 
the same.” 

Stephanie Methodiou, a 
freshman, said she learned from 
last semester to take advantage 
of the bookstore’s program. 
This semester she is renting her 
history, statistics and sociology 
textbooks.

“I didn’t really know 
you could rent books in the 
beginning,” Methodiou said. 
“But this semester I was more 
strategic. I used the system 
better.” u  

by saRah coRcoRaN
Hatchet Reporter

Officials expect 
rental numbers to 
be on par with fall

Bookstore reports 7,000 rentals

administrators have been guard-
ed about stating exactly where 
the money for renovations would 
come from, and outlining how 
fundraising efforts for Gelman 
have progressed.

Student Association Presi-
dent Jason Lifton listed off stu-
dent complaints about the li-
brary to the Board of Trustees at 
its October meeting and has been 
pushing GW to renovate the 
building.

“If you think about it as an 
institution, it says something 
about the student body when so 
many people complain about the 
library,” Lifton said in an inter-
view Wednesday. “Anyone will 
tell you Gelman needs help.”

The biggest changes Lifton 
said the library needs is expand 
group study space and better 
technological capabilities.

“[You need] somewhere to 
charge your laptop. How do you 
not have outlets everywhere? 
[There needs to be] something 
done for keeping noise down, 
even though it’s the first floor 
so it’s still conducive to getting 
work done,” Lifton said.

Lifton said the need for more 
group study space is something 
that wasn’t necessary when the 
library was built, but has become 
crucial as collaborative work be-
comes more popular in a Univer-
sity setting.

Cain said the library’s Stu-
dent Advisory Board will host a 
forum Feb. 2 to collect ideas and 
feedback for the renovation. A 
Gelman advisory group, repre-

senting the library’s stakehold-
ers, will also be involved in the 
planning, Cain said.

Additionally, the University 
will be working with a separate 
student group organized by Lif-
ton and SA Executive Vice Presi-
dent Rob Maxim. Lifton and 
Maxim have consistently listed 
improving Gelman among the 
top goals of their administration

Lifton said the student board 
will involve students from every 
area of the school.

“The goal of this advisory 
board is to bring in all opinions,” 
he said. u

The final number will 
depend on the amount of 
need undergraduate stu-
dents demonstrate, the 
amount of tuition they pay 
and the amount of aid the 
University has previously 
committed under its Guar-
anteed Grant Policy, Cher-
nak said.

Under the Guaranteed 
Grant Policy, a portion of 
a student’s institutional 
award is guaranteed and 
cannot decrease.

In May, the Board of 
Trustees approved $148 

million in financial aid 
funding. In October, the 
University added an extra 
$2 million to the fund af-
ter 400 students saw heavy 
decreases in their aid pack-
ages.

Chernak said the only 
aid funding that has been 
approved for next year is 
the pool for freshmen and 
transfer students: about $40 
million for incoming fresh-
men and $3 million for in-
coming transfers, which 
Chernak said is on par with 
this year.

“The question is what 
will we need for continu-
ing students for next fall,” 
Chernak said.

At the beginning of the 

school year, approximately 
62 percent of the under-
graduate population re-
ceived some sort of finan-
cial assistance. More than 
60 percent of undergradu-
ates received assistance last 
year.

Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Treasurer Lou 
Katz said he will recom-
mend the Board continue 
the course of expanding the 
aid pool as necessary.

“Even though there are 
aspects of the economy that 
have gotten better, a lot of 
the economy has not gotten 
better and there is still a lot 
of need from the families of 
the students at the Univer-
sity, so we’re going to con-

tinue some supplemental 
aid,” Katz said.

With potential cuts to 
the Federal Pell Grant Pro-
gram or other complica-
tions that could arise, Cher-
nak said the new Power & 
Promise Fund could give 
the University additional 
flexibility in distributing 
aid once the Board ap-
proves a final amount. The 
Power & Promise Fund is a 
financial aid fund that has 
been attracting a signifi-
cant amount in donations, 
including a recent $100,000 
gift from an anonymous 
donor as part of an alumni 
challenge sponsored by the 
Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations. u

giving to GW, although 
they are giving less.

Alumni continue to do-
nate the most to the Uni-
versity, in both dollars and 
the number of gifts, Danver 
said, followed by parents, 
faculty and staff. 

Danver said the Power 
& Promise Fund – which 
funds financial aid – re-
ceived the most money 
from area-specific dona-
tions.

Last December, an 
anonymous donor gave 
$100,000 to Power & Prom-
ise, part of an alumni chal-
lenge that brought in gifts 
from 10,000 GW graduates. 

In all, the challenge raised 
more than $5 million and 
was one of the most suc-
cessful fundraisers this 
year, Danver said.

“The fundamental 
truth is that fundraising is 
always about relationships 
and engaging our commu-
nity in GW,” Danver said. 
“We want our donors to un-
derstand the University’s 
goals and aspirations and 
become as excited about 
the future as we are.”

Kathryn Masterson, a 
staff reporter at the Chron-
icle of Higher Education, 
said GW’s stable mid-year 
report does not strike her 
as unusual. 

“I think a lot of insti-
tutions are finding that 
their fundraising is flat-
ter,” she said. “It might be 

up or might be down, it’s 
harder to find the big gifts 
that used to be given in the 
past.”

Vice President of Devel-
opment and Alumni Rela-
tions Michael Morsberger 
reiterated that building 
relationships is central to 
fundraising. 

“We have been increas-
ing our research efforts to 
be sure we are aligning our 
aspirations with our do-
nors' needs,” Morsberger 
said.  

The office’s donor-cen-
tric approach to soliciting 
donations seeks to com-
municate the University’s 
needs to donors, as well 
as listen to their needs, 
through personal conversa-
tions, events and publica-
tions. 

“We want our donors 
to understand the Univer-
sity’s goals and aspirations 
and become as excited 
about the future as we are,” 
Danver said. 

Morsberger said his of-
fice has so far held off on 
establishing a fundrais-
ing goal for this year, even 
though the fiscal year ends 
in about five months. 

Last fiscal year, the 
University raised a record-
breaking $94 million, $37 
million short of its $131 
million goal.

“Determining a fund-
raising goal for the Univer-
sity is not a task we take 
lightly,” Morsberger said. 
“We are in the process of 
determining what goals are 
most realistic for schools 
and departments.” u

from p. 1

money

from p. 1

FIn AID
from p. 1

GeLmAn



Caroline Bowman
Features Editor
cbowman@gwhatchet.com

Christian Ewing
Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com HCulture This Week in 

GW History
5 yEars ago...
The D.C. City Council 
approves a smoking 
ban in public places.

13 yEars ago...
A graduate student 
wins a Pontiac Grand 
Am at the Smith Center.
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QuickTakes...
Jonathan Reid Gealt
“Thirteen Stories Down”
(Sh-K-Boom Records)

“Thirteen Stories 
Down” is the debut al-
bum of musical theater 
composer Jonathan 
Reid Gealt, a graduate 
of the Boston Conser-
vatory. The album fea-
tures some of Broad-
way’s biggest stars right 
now such as Kate Baldwin, Natalie Weiss and 
Tituss Burgess performing Gealt’s music. “Thir-
teen Stories Down” has an eclectic sound, 
spanning the genres of pop, singer-songwriter 
and musical theater, and is definitely an album 
that can appeal to a wide audience. Standout 
tracks include the ballad “Quiet,” and the pow-
erful yet uplifting duet “Lessons Learned.” The 
album is proof as to why Gealt is being hailed 
as one of the greatest up-and-coming modern 
composers.

–Max schwager

Cage the Elephant
“Thank You Happy Birthday”
(RCA/JIVE)

Cage the Elephant, 
a rock quintet based 
out of Bowling Green, 
Ky., recently released 
its sophomore album, 
“Thank You Happy 
Birthday.” The album 
is reminiscent of the 
band's first self-titled re-
lease, keeping the high-energy racket and bal-
ancing it with brilliant instrumentals and song-
writing. The band fills each song with as much 
clanging and crashing as it can while keeping 
the poppy psychedelic melodies in check. The 
songs “Shake Me Down” and “Indy Kidz” are 
especially good, with the latter having some 
of the most interesting and hilarious lyrics to 
date. The record works better when listened to 
cohesively and will certainly be a hit with previ-
ous fans. Cage the Elephant doesn’t up the an-
tics much on this album, but with such natural 
talent, it doesn’t need to.

–Kelly Danver

The District is bringing in both old 
and new talent for 2011’s concert cir-
cuit. Check out the likes of Led Zep-
pelin’s Robert Plant, Janet Jackson, 
and lesser-known bands like Young 
Galaxy. 

JANUARY
Matthew Dear
Jan. 25 w U Street Music Hall
Matthew Dear’s electronic sound 
doesn’t test the senses too harshly, 
but offers a pleasing experience for 
everyone to enjoy. Tickets are $12. 

Dr. Dog
Jan. 28-29 w 9:30 Club
The Philly group shares its smooth 
psychedelic sound with the District 
two nights in a row. Tickets are 
$20. 

FEBRUARY
Robert Plant and the Band of Joy
Feb. 1 w 
DAR Constitution Hall
After releasing “The 
Band of Joy” last year, 
Plant has proved that 
while he may not want 
to tour as Led Zeppe-
lin anytime soon, he’s not going to 
stop singing. Tickets are $53.50. 

Lost in the Trees
Feb. 9 w Black Cat
With a sound 
somewhere be-
tween folk and 
orchestral, Lost 
in the Trees of-
fers a pleasant trip for those look-
ing for something on the calm side. 
Tickets are $12.

Pendulum
Feb. 10 w Fur
Catch Pendulum’s DJ set after the 
drum and bass group performs 
with Linkin Park at the Verizon 
Center. Tickets are $15.

Trey Songz
Feb. 12 w 
DAR Constitution Hall
Becoming somewhat 
of a face for R&B, 
Songz ability to make 
a club anthem is un-
deniable. Tickets start 
at $55.

Lady Gaga
Feb. 24 w Verizon Center
Lady Gaga returns to DC with her 
Monster Ball Tour. If you couldn’t 
catch her last fall, now’s your time 
to catch the diva in action. It’s not 
a surprise that the performance is 
sold out. 

MARCH
Pete Yorn
Mar. 14 w9:30 Club
With a voice remi-
niscent of Conor 
Oberst, the song-
writer’s alterna-
tive sound ap-
pears only to be 
getting stronger with time. Tickets 
$30.

Young Galaxy 
Mar. 22 w Red Palace
The Montreal band will release its 
third album, “Shapeshifting” in Feb-
ruary. A cross between Stars and 
Metric, Young Galaxy headlines 
with You Say Party. Tickets $10.

APRIL
Wire
Apr. 7 w Black Cat
Known for experimenting with 
its music, the English punk band 
brings a new kind of flavor to town 
for those looking for a bit of a rack-
et. Tickets are $20.

Cake
Apr. 14 – 16 w 9:30 Club
The band just released its sixth stu-
dio album, “Showroom of Compas-
sion.” Tickets are $40.

While cooking 30 to 40 
pounds of pasta a day is a feat in 
itself, Brian Arnoff is making a 
living off the dish.  

Arnoff has been running Cap-
Mac, one of D.C.’s newest meals-
on-wheels trucks for the past 
three months, and has generated 
a stable following of hungry fans, 
ready for a cheesy lunch.

The truck owner said he al-
ways loved pasta and knew he 
wanted to go into the food in-
dustry for years. He decided to 
set up shop in the District due to 
his family’s affinity for the loca-
tion – both his mother and older 
brother are GW graduates. 

But starting a food truck in 
D.C. isn’t as easy as boiling mac-
aroni. Arnoff sailed through the 
food preparation side of the op-
eration, but was surprised by the 
amount of paperwork that goes 
into starting a small business. 

“I’ve worked in restaurants 
since I was 14, so I knew it was 
going to be a lot of hours,” he 
said. “Doing all the cooking is 
easy, but it’s doing all of the man-
agement stuff and the account-
ing... figuring all of that out on 
your own is not that simple.”

Once the paperwork was 
solved, Arnoff focused on his 
real passion. With the help of 
Victoria Harris, a graduate of the 
Culinary Institute of America 
and Arnoff’s only employee, the 
two give special care to each item 
on CapMac’s menu. They often 
work 12 hours a day, six days a 
week. 

“We house grind all of our 
meats,” Harris explains. “The 
Bolognese, for example, prob-
ably takes six hours from start to 
finish.”

When they’re not spending 
time preparing food, Arnoff and 
Harris are reaching out to poten-
tial customers via social media 
sites like Twitter. CapMac has em-
braced the site as its main form of 
advertisement. Harris’ interest in 
food marketing has been helpful 
in maintaining CapMac’s tweets. 

“The first day we were on 
Twitter, we got 400 followers. 
That was back in August, before I 
even moved down here,” Arnoff 

said. “People were like ‘When 
are you moving down here?’ and 
I was like ‘I don’t know!’ ”

With over 3,500 followers,  
@CapMacDC provides custom-
ers with menu updates and truck 
locations on a day-to-day basis. 
The popular new risotto rice pud-
ding with roasted banana and 
nutella cream has been a big hit, 
he said, and customers can find 
out via twitter when the dessert 
sells out, which it has done every 
day since it was introduced. 

Arnoff says he has some con-
cern that food trucks will become 
outlawed in the area, as many 
local eateries are fighting to ban 
the business-stealing trucks from 

D.C. streets.
“I’m trying to open a 

retail store. We’ll see if the 
political situation works 
out. In retrospect, I think I 
was crazy to do this in the 
first place,” the 23-year-
old said.

While CapMac is Arnoff’s 
treasure, the owner doesn’t have 
a problem trying out food from 
other food trucks or getting to 
know his competition. 

“One day, we were parked 
next to the lobster truck and they 
brought us a couple of lobster 
rolls. Basically, I think we’ve 
met everybody that’s out by 
now,” he said. u

JorDan EMont | ContriButing Photo EDitor
Brian Arnoff's recently opened food 
truck, CapMac, offers a cheesy op-
tion for people on-the-go.

by auDrEy sCagnELLi
Hatchet Reporter

Mac 'n' cheese goes mobile

Spring Fever  
D.C. Concert Calendar

by CaroLinE BowMan
Features Editor

H
Watch CapMac dish out 
its grub during a lunch 
rush.
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RICHMOND, Va. - For exactly 
20 minutes Wednesday night, it 
seemed like the men’s basketball 
team had finally figured the Rich-
mond Spiders out.

GW went into the locker room 
midway through Wednesday 
night’s game at the Robins Center 
with a 33-24 lead, having found 
success both shutting down the 
Spiders on defense and getting to 
the rim with ease on the offensive 
end, shooting a lights-out 55.6 per-
cent from the floor.

Even better, the Colonials had 
limited Richmond’s star guard, 
2009-2010 Atlantic 10 Player of the 
Year Kevin Anderson, to a very 
quiet five points.

Everything seemed to be going 
GW’s way, so with Richmond for-
ward Justin Harper scoring 13 first-
half points, the Colonials seemed 
to have the Spiders’ number. Then 
the second half started, and every-
thing shifted for GW.

Harper, the only Spider who 
had managed to do anything 
against the GW defense in the first 
half, opened the second half with a 
three, the beginning of a 15-2 Rich-
mond run that turned a nine-point 
Colonials lead into a four-point ad-
vantage for the Spiders, a lead that 
GW would never regain for the rest 
of the game.

“I think someone went and told 
Anderson and Harper that there 
was a basketball game going on and 
they need to get involved,” men’s 
basketball head coach Karl Hobbs 
said. “And they got involved in a 
big way in the second half. The dif-
ference in the game: They had two 
guys who were just far superior, 
better basketball players than what 
we had on the floor, and that was 
the difference in the game.”

Anderson, who has consis-
tently earned Hobbs’ praise even 
as he has tormented the Colonials 
throughout his career at Richmond, 
scored 15 of his 20 points in the sec-
ond half. His counterpart Harper 
got even hotter in the second half, 
pouring in 17 points to finish with 
a career-high 30 for the game, mak-
ing him the lead scorer in his team’s 
68-58 win over the Colonials.

“I think they made some ad-
justments defensively against us, 
and once again, you’re not gonna 
stop two guys that are that good 
for 40 minutes of basketball,” 
Hobbs said.

While the Spiders’ dynamic duo 
shined throughout the second half, 
the Colonials (10-8, 3-1 A-10), who 
had been scoring with relative ease 
in the first half, went ice cold from 
the field, making just six baskets af-
ter halftime. Junior guard Tony Tay-
lor, GW’s leading scorer this season 
and the only Colonial who averages 
more than 10 points per game, went 
just two for eight from the floor and 
had only seven points, less than half 
his usual output.

“They really play their 3-2, 
switching man [defense] really 
well. We tried to run all our plays 
and then they started switching 
their defenses and we didn’t ex-
ecute as well as we would like to,” 
Taylor said. “That zone [defense] is 
really well coached. I thought I just 
didn’t attack as much as I normally 
do. Next game, I just need to attack 
more and get to the free throw line 

a lot more,” he added.
The lone Colonials in double 

figures Wednesday night were 
sophomore forward Dwayne 
Smith, who had 10, and senior cen-
ter Joseph Katuka, whose strong 
performance over the game was 
buried somewhat by the final 
score. The GW big man tied his 
career-high with 17 points against 
the Spiders and was one of the only 
Colonials to score more than four 
points in the second half.

Even with the Colonials offen-
sive struggles in the second half, 
GW managed to keep the Spiders 
within striking distance, never al-
lowing Richmond a lead greater 
than 11. GW mounted a late come-
back, pulling to within six with 
just under two minutes to play in 
the game, but when a Richmond 
layup followed a pair of misses 
from the free throw line by Smith, 
the Spiders finally put the game 
out of reach.

The loss leaves GW with the 
first blemish on its conference re-
cord this season and puts the Colo-
nials on their second losing streak of 
the season, a skid they’ll try to snap 
back home at the Smith Center Sat-
urday against St. Bonaventure.

“It’s just another basketball 
game,” Hobbs said of Wednesday 
night’s loss. “We play St. Bonaven-
ture the next day. We’ll forget about 
this, we’ll correct the mistakes to-
night when we get back to watch 
film, and then we’ll focus on St. 
Bonaventure.” u

Softball team announces 
new assistant coaches

IN BrIef

LaSt word
"We'll forget about this, 
we'll correct the mistakes 
tonight when we get 
back to watch film, and 
then we'll focus on St. 
Bonaventure." 

–Karl Hobbs, men's basketball 
head coach, after Richmond handed 
GW its second consecutive defeat.

Sports
elizabeth traynor
Contributing Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
cruNch 17The number of points men's basketball 

senior Joseph Katuka had in GW's loss to 
Richmond, tying his career high.
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Dan Sperl and Liza Fuller will 
be the new assistant coaches 
for the softball's team upcom-
ing season. They'll join the pro-
gram’s new head coach, Stacey 
Schramm, in taking over an em-
battled team that went just 6-38 
last year.

Sperl, who hails from Center 
Strafford, N.H., joins the Colo-
nials after a four-year stint as an 
assistant coach for the Division 
II Western Washington University 
Vikings. While there, he served 
as the recruiting coordinator 
and specialized in improving the 
team’s defensive efforts, ulti-
mately helping WWU improve its 
fielding percentage and reduce 
the number of errors committed 
in a game. 

Fuller is no stranger to work-
ing with Schramm on a softball 
team, bringing to GW experience 
both playing and coaching under 
the Colonials’ new head coach. 
While an undergrad at Drexel 
University, Fuller played her final 
season in 2005 with Schramm 
as her head coach, leading the 
team that season in batting aver-
age, runs batted in and triples. 
She also is second of all time at 
Drexel in career strikeouts, re-
cording 369 in 98 appearances. 
After graduating, Fuller traveled 
to Germany to win the German 
National Softball Championship 
with the Hamberg Knights in the 
fall of 2005. She then returned 
stateside to work as a graduate 
assistant coach under Schramm 
at Wheeling Jesuit University. 
Fuller currently works as a busi-
ness adviser for the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s of-
fices in Washington, D.C.

The Colonials begin their sea-
son with the three new coaches 
Feb. 26-27 when they travel to 
Norfolk, Va., for the Norfolk State 
Classic. GW’s home opener will 
be March 5 in a doubleheader 
against Army at 12 p.m.

DAYTON, Oh. - Women’s basketball head coach 
Mike Bozeman has said he’s unhappy with his 
team’s mental focus this season. But Wednesday 
night’s 80-64 loss to Dayton, the team’s eighth-
straight, proved the Colonials (5-12, 0-3 Atlantic 
10) are facing an uphill physical battle as well. 

GW took the court against the Flyers with five 
players sitting out due to injury. By halftime, they 
had added one more, junior Kristin Aldridge, who 
went out with a shoulder injury. The game also 
aggravated sophomore Brooke Wilson’s pre-ex-
isting shoulder condition. While Wilson was able 
to return to play with a taped shoulder, Aldridge 
never returned to the game, taking away a sixth 
player from an already depleted roster. 

“Kristin, she has a dislocated shoulder. I don’t 
know to what degree. Brooke’s is to a lesser de-
gree,” Bozeman said after the game, adding that 
Aldridge’s return to play will be contingent on the 
reports given by athletic trainers over the next few 
days. 

Her injury is a loss that the Colonials can ill 
afford. The remaining players struggled Wednes-
day night to battle through fatigue on the court. 
Bozeman recognizes the challenges that a dimin-
ished roster poses to his team.

“It’s hard to get any kind of rhythm [on the 
court without a full roster],” Bozeman said.  “I got 
to give the girls credit. They were very focused, 
their effort today on the scale of one to 10 was a 13. 
It’s hard when you have so many injuries.”

Throughout Wednesday night’s game, it was 
clear that the Colonials had traveled to Dayton 
with with the intent to snap their losing skid. Of-
fensively, the team was able to keep pace with 
the Flyers, an impressive feat considering Day-
ton’s offense averages a league-best 79.2 points. 
GW was especially helped in the first half by its 
success in long-range shots, converting seven of 
11 three-pointers that put valuable points on the 
board. The Colonials entered halftime down by 
just six points to the Flyers, the team picked to fin-
ish second in the A-10.

Although GW was initially able to keep 
pace with the Flyers after returning to the court, 

at times closing the gap to a single point, as the 
game ticked on, the fatigue wrought by the lim-
ited number of Colonials became evident. GW 
closed the game with a field goal percentage of 
41.3, shooting above 40 percent for just the fourth 
time this season, but allowed Dayton an 18-9 scor-
ing run in the final minutes.

“To be quite honest with you, we scored the 
ball better this game,” Bozeman said. “I thought 
that the execution and the effort was there. [But] 
you could see right at a point at around the nine-
minute mark where I felt the fatigue settled in.”

The lack of available bodies poses the most 
serious problem for the Colonials, forcing players 
to tally up serious minutes throughout the game. 
It’s a dilemma Bozeman is trying to remedy by 
creating a strong defense that can slow down the 
speed of play, saving his players from exerting in-
ordinate amounts of effort.

“We’re definitely going to slow the plays 
down,” Bozeman said. He knows that opponents 
will try to use GW’s limited number of reserves to 
their advantage, as Dayton did Wednesday night. 

“I think one thing you have to give credit to 
Dayton [for], they kept running fresh bodies in, 
and tried to use that to their advantage,” he al-
lowed.

The Colonials’ focus on a strong defensive 
front was evident against the Flyers. They lim-
ited the number of open looks Dayton received, 
grabbing 23 defensive rebounds and forcing 16 
turnovers, ultimately keeping the Flyers to a 41.9 
field goal percentage. GW was also flexible with 
its defensive strategy as it worked to find the best 
approach to play, even switching to a two-to-three 
defense, which the Colonials don’t normally use, 
at one point in an effort to halt the opposition.

“The defensive effort was incredible, especial-
ly in the first half. I thought that we had a plan in 
place and they executed the plan,” Bozeman said. 

A positive for the Colonials was the strong of-
fensive play of junior Tiana Myers, who posted a 
career-high 24 points, making 10-of-14 field goals 
and 3-of-4 from long-range. Playing 34 minutes, 
Myers stepped into the role of GW’s go-to shooter 
for the game. Junior Tara Booker also had a strong 
game, adding 11 points and seven rebounds for 
the Colonials. Wilson, despite her nagging injury, 

also posted 11 points to the board. 
“Tiana Myers gave us a superhuman effort 

tonight,” Bozeman said. “I think she was just de-
termined, losing the other players. I think she was 
just determined to make up for their efforts. She 
wanted to establish herself today.”

Although the Colonials left Dayton without 
obtaining their first road win of the season, the 
loss is not without its positives for the team. In its 
next contest, 1 p.m. Saturday at Fordham, Boze-
man will seek to further the improvements GW 
made Wednesday night.

“My major focus is on effort,” he said firmly. 
“And today we had a lot of effort. We were right 
there.” u

Colonials
collapse at
Richmond

BaSketBaLL NoteBook
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Flyers hand Colonials eighth-straight loss
by eLIzaBeth trayNor
Contributing Editor

hatchet fILe photo
Redshirt sophomore Brooke WIlson battled through 
a shoulder injury to post 11 points against Dayton.

aNNe werNIkoff | photo edItor
Men's basketball sophomore Bryan Bynes saw his team fall for the second  
consecutive time when the Colonials lost by 10 points to Richmond Wednesday.

aNNe werNIkoff | photo edItor
Freshman Nemaja Mikic battles 
against two Spiders defensemen 
in GW's first A-10 loss this season.

RICHMOND, Va. Richmond guard 
Kevin Anderson dominated the men’s 
basketball team Wednesday night, 
scoring 15 of his 20 points against the 
Colonials in the second half to help the 
Spiders earn a come-from-behind vic-
tory against GW. It’s a sight that GW ju-
nior guard Tony Taylor has gotten used 
to seeing during his career.

“I think he’s really crafty, he’s a 
good player and at times, he just takes 
over,” Taylor said. “There’ll be times 
where he’s not as much of a factor and 
then he just turns it on, and it’s hard to 
stop that.”

Getting hot against GW is some-
thing Anderson, the 2009-2010 Atlantic 
10 Player of the Year, has been especial-
ly good at. He scored 24 points a year 
ago at the Robins Center for the then 
25th-ranked Spiders in their 74-70 win 
over the Colonials, and 21 points in the 
Smith Center in Richmond’s first game 
against GW last season, a 62-57 Spider 
win.

“The games with GW, as kind of 
a fan, have been our favorite, because 
they’ve been so competitive,” Rich-
mond head coach Chris Mooney said. 
“Kevin’s been the main difference. We 
have a guy who’s the best player in the 
league, or one of the best players in the 
league, to have the ball at the end of 
the game and make decisions, not turn 
the ball over and make shots. For this 
particular series, I think that’s been the 
difference.”

RICHMOND, Va. While GW may 
have opened its Atlantic 10 schedule 
with three-straight wins for the first 
time since 2005-2006, the Colonials’ red-
hot start may have been deceiving. Two 
of GW’s three wins came against Ford-
ham and Saint Joseph’s, teams picked 
in the preseason to finish below the 
Colonials in the A-10 standings. GW’s 
other A-10 win came against La Salle, 
picked to finish ninth in the conference, 
just one spot ahead of GW.

The true test of this GW team should 
begin in the coming weeks as the Colo-
nials start to take on some of the better 
teams in the A-10. After facing St. Bo-
naventure Saturday, the Colonials will 
travel to Cincinnati next week to take 
on perennial conference power Xavier 
on the road, a team GW hasn’t beaten 
since it went undefeated in conference 
play during the 2005-2006 season.

The Colonials will also take on Saint 
Louis, a team that GW beat in overtime 
last season at the Smith Center. GW will 
also take on Duquesne Feb. 2 on the road 
and Richmond again, this time at home.

GW will wrap up its season with 
perhaps the toughest stretch of its 
schedule. The Colonials will play home 
games against Temple, picked to fin-
ish first in the conference in preseason 
polls, and Dayton, picked to finish 
fourth, in two of its final three games, 
with a road date against Rhode Island 
sandwiched in between.

–Louis Nelson

Anderson continues
to bedevil Colonials

GW moving into meat
of A-10 schedule

by LouIS NeLSoN
Sports Editor

upcomING GameS

Men's BasketBall
vs. St. Bonaventure
Smith Center
Saturday, 2 p.m.

WoMen's BasketBall
vs. Fordham
Bronx, N.Y.
Saturday, 1 p.m.

Men's BasketBall
vs. Xavier
Cincinnati, Ohio
Wednesday, 7 p.m.

WoMen's BasketBall
vs. Duquesne
Smith Center
Saturday, 7 p.m.
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