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Univ. strips three chapters of housing on Townhouse Row

ThunderSnow

francIs rIVera | contrIbutIng photo edItor
Above, two women partake in a snowball fight in Dupont Circle Wednesday night. The snowstorm dumped heavy, wet snow on the District and surrounding areas. In 
some places, the National Weather Service reported thundersnow, a rare kind of thunderstorm in which snow falls as the main precipitation, rather than rain.

University 
sees increase 
in undergrad 
applications

The University received a record 21,400 
applicants for the incoming Class of 2015, 
marking the third consecutive year that GW 
has seen an increase in applicants.

This year’s applicant pool represents a 
200-student increase from last year’s total 
of 21,200 freshman applications, Executive 
Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Kathryn 
Napper said. 

This 1 percent increase is 5 to 10 per-
centage points below the increases local and 

by gabrIeLLe Marush
Hatchet Staff Writer

Former Speaker of the House and 
potential 2012 presidential hopeful 
Newt Gingrich will face off against 
Howard Dean at the 
College Democrats and 
College Republicans’ co-
sponsored debate Feb. 1, 
after conservative activist 
Liz Cheney canceled her 
appearance.

Cheney cited the need 
to work with her father, 
former Vice President 
Dick Cheney, on his book 
titled “In My Time: A Per-
sonal and Political Mem-
oir,” as the reason for her 
cancellation. The book is 
tentatively scheduled for 
release in August.

CRs Chairman Jake 
Wolf said Gingrich was 
chosen to replace Cheney 
because of his noted pres-
ence in U.S. politics.

“We wanted an in-
dividual who is known 
for being an intellectual, 
very articulate and some-
one who is prominent in 
politics at this time,” Wolf 
said.

First elected in 1978, Gingrich, 
a Republican, served in the House 
of Representatives for nearly 20 
years. He eventually succeeded Dick 
Cheney as House minority whip in 
1989 and served as speaker of the 

House from 1995 until his resigna-
tion in 1999. Gingrich was noted for 
his “Contract with America,” which 
outlined Republican goals for the first 
100 days of the 104th Congress.

“Governor Dean and I always 
have great debates so I 
know from past experi-
ences I’ll need to be on my 
toes. I’m looking forward 
to the exchange of ideas 
and meeting students,” 
Gingrich said Wednesday. 

Neither Dean nor 
Cheney returned a request 
for comment. 

Dean and Cheney 
originally came as a pack-
age deal for $40,000, a cost 
that was in part covered 
by the Student Associa-
tion in its largest single al-
location last year.

Gingrich’s appear-
ance, however, will cost an 
additional $500 because of 
transportation costs, Wolf 
said. It has not yet been 
determined whether the 
additional cost will be 
split between the CDs and 
CRs, or come from anoth-
er source.

CDs President Josh 
Altman said he is looking forward to 
having a new debate challenger.

“I know that Howard Dean is 
more than prepared to debate our 
perspective and to reinforce our 
viewpoints as Democrats,” Altman 
said. u

Orthodox Jewish students and 
GW Law School officials are at-
tempting to strike a compromise for 
a final exam make-up schedule, after 
the law school scheduled final exams 
during Passover for the first time in 
14 years.

Passover – which is dependent 
on the Hebrew calendar – occurs this 
year during the two weeks in late 
April that the law school has des-
ignated for final exams. During the 
first and last two days of the eight-
day holiday, Orthodox Jews cannot 
engage in work – which includes 
writing, studying and using a com-
puter. 

University officials are working 
to provide enough make-up days for 
observant students, but some Ortho-
dox students still have objections to 
the schedule. 

Second-year law student Jeremy 
Rovinsky said he cannot write or 
study during the two days before his 
exam April 21, a test that he cannot 
make up because it is not a day the 
University lists as an official holiday. 

“We’re not going to change our 
religious observances, so our grades 
might suffer. That’s what it comes 
down to,” Rovinsky said. “If diver-
sity is about respecting other people 
and their beliefs, then they should 
respect the certain days and certain 
things that we need to do.”

Some Orthodox students said 
choosing classes that do not have 

exams on Passover, and negotiating 
make-up days with professors has 
caused headaches.

“Instead of taking classes I want-
ed to take, I took ones that weren’t 
on Passover. Three of them I’m only 
taking because their final didn’t fall 
on Passover,” Mitchell Eisenberger, 
who will graduate from the law 
school in May, said.

Law school officials said they 
have worked to follow the Univer-
sity’s policy regarding religious 
holidays, during which “observant 
students are to be afforded the cour-
tesy of absence without penalty... 
including permission to make up 
examinations,” according to a law 
school memo provided by Renee 
DeVigne, the associate dean for stu-
dent affairs. 

After the first week of the spring 
semester, students with exam con-
flicts were asked by the school to 
submit petitions. DeVigne said 
school officials are now reviewing 
potential make-up days. 

“We’re trying to come up with 
a system that’s clear to the students. 
We’re also putting the professors on 
notice, and [trying] to be understand-
ing about each case,” DeVigne said.

Administrators defended the 
exam schedule as merely a series of 
circumstances. The University’s May 
16 Commencement date and the 
American Bar Association’s require-
ment for a 13-week semester forced 
administrators’ hands on creating the 
academic calendar, DeVigne said. 

Despite accommodations, the 

exam calendar still has some Ortho-
dox students scratching their heads.

“I understand that it’s impossible 
to accommodate everyone,” Eisen-
berger said. “But to have the entire 
final period over the entire Passover, 
it’s inexcusable. I don’t understand 

how you make that mistake.”
Laura Levin-Dando, a first-year 

law student, described a “sense of 
camaraderie” among Orthodox stu-
dents who, with students from the 
Jewish Law Student Association, 
have lobbied administrators for ac-
commodations.

“Right now there are the most 
Orthodox students at the school, 
which is ironic because it coin-
cides with the problems we’re 
having,” Eisenberger said. 

Former GW Law School Dean 

Gingrich to replace 
Cheney in debate
by  andrea VIttorIo
Campus News Editor

"To have the entire 
final period over the 
entire Passover, it's 

inexcusable."

Mitchell eisenberger
Third-year Law Student

Newt Gingrich

Howard Dean

Finals schedule irks law students 
by cory weInberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

See LAW: Page B4
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Three Greek-life chapters each 
pled guilty to charges of hazing, pro-
viding alcohol to minors and under-
age consumption of alcohol, and will 
lose their townhouses on the pres-
tigious Townhouse Row at the end 
of the semester, a University official 
confirmed Wednesday night. 

Kappa Kappa Gamma, Pi Kappa 
Alpha and Sigma Phi Epsilon must 
vacate their University-owned town-
houses in May and have been placed 
on social and disciplinary probation 
until December 2012, Assistant Dean 
of Students and Director of Student 

Judicial Services Tara Pereira said.
Pereira said social probation 

prohibits these organizations from 
having alcohol at their events, but 
does not stop them from recruiting 
new members, or partaking in other 
Greek-life events, like philanthropy 
or intramural athletics. Disciplin-
ary probation affects each chapter's 
standing within the Greek-life com-
munity.

Although the University con-
firmed the sanctions against the three 
organizations, administrators still 
declined to comment on the activities 
that led to the investigations and sub-
sequent charges. 

Senior Associate Vice President 

and Dean of Students Peter Konwer-
ski called hazing of any kind “unac-
ceptable” and alluded to the type of 
actions that led to the hazing contro-
versy during the fall semester. 

"Alcohol related hazing is partic-
ularly unacceptable and dangerous," 
Konwerski said. "We have a strong, 
proud Greek community at GW, 
which is in the midst of some signifi-
cant reflection as they strive to make 
some important cultural changes as a 
result of these recent incidents."

In regards to the punishments, 
Pereira said violating the standards 
of probation could potentially lead to 
loss of recognition on campus for the 
three offending chapters.

Pereira said, however, the groups' 
probation sentences could potentially 
be reduced at a later point if the chap-
ters exhibit good behavior. 

“I am happy to roll back some 
timelines on those types of sanctions 
if they really show us from the start 
that this is a priority and they are go-
ing to come back to the values of their 
fraternal organizations,” Pereira said.

Director of Greek Life Christina 
Witkowicki said the decision to re-
move all three chapters from their 
townhouses was based in part on 
the specific incidents that led to the 
charges.

“There was some evidence that 
the townhouse was maybe a part of 

some of what these charges brought 
up,” she said. “Somehow the town-
house factored into that.”

Witkowicki said 30 members 
living together unsupervised could 
bring up both safety and liability con-
cerns.

“If a chapter isn’t doing what 
they’re supposed to do, maybe a 
townhouse isn’t what they need right 
now,” she said.

Witkowicki said all three chap-
ters will be eligible to reapply for 
Greek housing in the next housing 
allocation process, which will start in 
October.  

by MadeLeIne Morgenstern
Campus News Editor

See GREEKS: Page B4
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University extends 
2012 winter break

IN BrIef

H

represent!
Cheer for your favorite dance groups at 
GW as they show their skills on stage.
Lisner Auditorium 
• 6 to 8:30 p.m.

foggy Bottom Bonnaroo
Listen to four GW bands rock out 
at a free show. 
Mitchell Theater 
• 7 to 10:30 p.m.

Thursday Friday
Memorial service
Join the GW community at a memorial 
service for Eric Fatla, a GW Law School 
student who died over winter break.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 5 p.m.

National Portrait Gallery trip 
Visit the National Portrait Gallery 
with the LGBT Resource Center. 
Meet at Foggy Bottom Metro 
• 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday

ON the weB www.gwhatchet.com

aUdIO slIdeshOw
Dupont snowball fight

Students faced off in this year’s first 
major snowball fight.

vIdeO
March for Life 

Thousands took to the National Mall to 
protest a woman’s right to an abortion.

vIdeO
Relay for Life kickoff

GW marked the start of fundraising for 
the annual cancer awareness event.

JaNUary
28

MarIe McGOry | hatchet staff PhOtOGraPher
Ace Magazine released its February issue Tuesday, which calls for Kid Cudi to perform at Fall Fest 2011. Above, freshmen Betsega 
Awelachew, Mignotae Kebede and Tyler Lackey read the latest issue at the release party. 
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Winter break will be extended by 
seven days next year to accommodate 
the University-wide Commencement 
Ceremony in May.

The 2012 spring semester starts Jan. 
17, the day after Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, rather than the Monday before the 
holiday, like it did this year. 

University spokeswoman Jill Sankey 
said the switch is not to extend winter 
break, but rather to accommodate the 
scheduling of Commencement Week-
end.  

Sankey said Commencement al-
ways occurs the Sunday after Mother’s 
Day. Mother’s Day in 2011 occurs May 
8, making Commencement fall on May 
15. Mother’s Day in 2012, however, takes 
place May 13, pushing Commencement 
back one week to May 20, 2012. 

The University calendar must then 
allow time for a final exam block of eight 
days, along with 14 scheduled Monday 
classes, any designated make-up days 
and one reading day.

The schedule will revert back in 2013, 
when spring classes start Jan. 14.

Sankey added that in light of the cal-
endar change, the Center for Civic En-
gagement and Public Service is explor-
ing options for scheduling and planning 
activities for the MLK Day of Service in 
2012. 

–andrea vittorio

27 29@Follow us on Twitter
@gwhatchet

@2140G

Happy 21st 
Birthday to 
The Hatchet’s 
copy editor

ANNA
STORM
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Fraternity brothers 
removed from chapter

GW clarifies stance on enrollment caps

jordaN emoNt | coNtributiNg photo editor
Foggy Bottom and West End Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner Asher Corson confronted University officials last week about 
recent comments on student and employee caps, prompting a response from a top University official.

In a two-day scramble, the 
University has found classroom 
space for a biology professor 
threatening to go on strike due 
to “inadequate” teaching facili-
ties he was assigned to.

Biology professor David 
Morris sent an e-mail to his stu-
dents Monday evening threat-
ening to go on strike unless he 
was given a new lecture room 
for his introductory microbi-
ology course by Friday. Two 
weeks into the semester, he 
described his classroom as “to-
tally inadequate for a course of 
this nature – as the classroom 
lacked adequate electrical out-
lets and basic laboratory equip-
ment access.”

Columbian College Execu-
tive Associate Dean Roy Guen-
ther said the University was in 
contact with Morris to rectify 
the problem, following the e-
mail.

“The issues, which are typ-
ical of new construction, have 
been resolved,” Guenther said. 
“There will be no affect [sic] 
on Professor Morris’ classes, 
which will continue to meet as 
scheduled.”  

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said electri-
cal outlets in the room were 
repaired and Morris has now 
received a cart for his projector 
and a table to lecture from.

Morris could not be reached 
for comment.

Morris said he was origi-
nally assigned two different 

classrooms to teach two simul-
taneous microbiology sections.  
To rectify the problem, he said 
in the e-mail he was reassigned 
to the room in Smith Hall, but 
resorted to squatting in other 
classrooms as they became 
available.

“I feel that both myself and 
my students have been treated 
with an indifference that is not 
only staggeringly disrespectful 
but abhorrent for any institu-
tion of learning,” he wrote. 
“Thus, I feel that I can no lon-
ger teach this class or, indeed, 
any of my others... This is not a 
decision that I come by lightly, 
but the indifference of the ad-
ministrative powers gives me 
no alternative.”

Morris teaches three class-
es, which he listed off in the 
e-mail: two sections of microbi-
ology totaling 34 students, two 
sections of biotechnology total-
ing 30 students and cell biology 
with 70 students. He said the 
number of his students com-
prise more than half of GW’s 
biology majors.

“I am contracted to do the 
University’s business – for 
heaven’s sake give me the fa-
cilities to do so!” he wrote.

Morris, a tenured profes-
sor, has taught at GW for the 
last 23 years and received the 
Trachtenberg Prize for Teach-
ing in 2008.

Asifa Habib, a junior, said 
she chose to take cell biology 
with Morris because of his rep-
utation around campus, calling 
him “a great professor.”

“I feel like he’s just doing 
this for his students. He’s just 
trying to get an adequate room 
for a class we pay so much for,” 
Habib said.

Habib said Morris had 
contacted the University many 
times about the room, and that 
“he went to the extremes be-
cause nothing else worked.” 

Shreya Patil, a junior, said 
she was initially concerned 
when Morris said he would 
cancel the class, but said she 
supported his decision after 
learning his rationale.

“I think it is ridiculous 
that this situation even hap-
pened in the first place and 
even more so that it hasn’t 
been fixed yet,” she said in 
an e-mail. “It is understand-
able that mistakes in sched-
uling and assigning rooms 
can occur. However, if these 
mistakes occur then they 
should be fixed as soon as 
possible.” u

Full-time medical residents should 
be considered employees and will 
continue to have to pay Social Securi-
ty taxes, a Jan. 11 Supreme Court case 
ruled.

The case, Mayo Foundation v. 
United States, held that residents must 
continue to pay the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act tax, which funds 
Social Security, complying with a 2005 
decision by the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

The rules were challenged in four 
federal appeals courts before reach-

ing the Supreme Court, after the IRS 
issued new rules in 2005 that excluded 
students working as full-time employ-
ees from receiving tax exemptions.

The University has been paying its 
portion of the FICA taxes for medical 
residents since the IRS ruling, but if 
the Supreme Court reversed the rul-
ing, GW could have requested reim-
bursement of the employer’s portion 
of the tax. Residents also could have 
requested reimbursement of their por-
tion of the tax – which is up to 7.65 
percent of each resident’s wages, Jen-
nifer Lopez, director of GW’s Tax, 
Payroll and Benefits Administration 
Department, said. 

“GW’s position is that residents 
should be considered students,” Lo-
pez said, adding that there are about 
350 residents at GW who earn between 
$50,000 to $65,000 yearly.

The FICA tax on the salary is be-
tween $3,825 and $4,972.50 annually.

Lopez said the ruling will not af-
fect the duties, responsibilities or 
expectations the University sets for 
medical residents.

The Treasury Department con-
cluded that residents “who work long 
hours, serve as highly skilled profes-
sionals, and typically share some or all 
of the terms of employment of career 
employees,” should be regarded as 
full-time employees, Chief Justice John 
Roberts wrote in the court's opinion.

Ivy Baer, director and regulatory 
counsel of the Association of Ameri-
can Medical Colleges, said in an e-
mail the AAMC is disappointed with 
the court’s decision.

“Even though residents may be 
employees under the tax code, they 
are still learners in every other sense 
as they make their way through the 
training that eventually will enable 
them to practice medicine indepen-
dently,” Baer said. u

The University is pushing forward 
with plans for a new residence hall project 
colloquially known as the "superdorm," 
but administrators are still unsure if the 
project will be a superdorm at all.

The proposed development site 
represents the area currently occupied 
by Crawford, Schenley and the West 
End residence halls, but University offi-
cials have not decided if the new project 
will keep the buildings separate, or will 
move to combine them into one large 
structure, University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said.

Sherrard added at this time, nothing 
is set in stone with the project.

In September 2009, Alicia O’Neil, 
senior associate vice president for op-
erations, said the University planned 
to spend $300,000 on a feasibility study 

to determine if the buildings could be 
replaced or renovated, but the Univer-
sity did not return a request for further 
comment on the study. 

Sherrard declined to answer if this 
study occurred.

“There are not currently any active 
design or construction activities sur-
rounding this potential project,” Sherrard 
said. “While GW intends to pursue this 
project, a timeline has not been estab-
lished for moving forward.”

Sherrard said the University will 
need to develop a plan to accommodate 
student housing during construction 
when the project moves ahead, as the 
three residence halls currently house 
nearly 550 students, according to the 
GW Housing Programs website.

While nothing has been confirmed, 
Sherrard said the University intends 
to preserve the buildings’ facades for 
historic purposes, similar to what GW 
did with Lafayette Hall, which kept 
the outside of the building intact while 
completely renovating the interior. 

“The nature of the project is a re-
sult of GW’s commitment to retain the 
front portions of these buildings under 
the Historic Preservation Plan,” Sher-
rard said. u

As the University in-
vestigated and ultimately 
charged Sigma Phi Epsilon 
with hazing, about 30 rep-
resentatives from the frater-
nity’s national organization 
conducted “membership 
reviews” with each member 
of the chapter, suspending 
those who declined to par-
ticipate and making recom-
mendations about those 
who did not mesh with the 
fraternity’s ideals.

The interviews, which 
occurred two weeks ago, 
took an entire day as the 
representatives — part of 
the fraternity’s alumni ad-
visory board — met with 
all those who agreed to 
participate, a fraternity 
member familiar with the 
process said. About two or 
three alumni met with each 
member for discussions that 
lasted about 15 minutes.

An exact number of 
members who have left or 
been suspended as a result 
of these interviews is not 
known, although someone 
close to the process esti-
mated it was three fresh-
men, one sophomore and 
10 juniors. He added that 
eight seniors opted to apply 
for alumni status a semester 
early.  

Another member, who 
requested anonymity be-
cause he is not authorized 
to speak for the chapter, 
described the interviews 
as “conversations” that 
“strengthened our expecta-
tion of members.”

“We worked to make 
sure that everyone was ded-

icated and responsible and 
ready to move forward,” he 
said. 

He said each brother had 
Sigma Phi Epsilon’s loyalty 
oath recited to them and 
that an average conversation 
during the process revolved 
around GW’s heightened 
expectations of the Greek-
life system as a result of the 
hazing controversy.

The member interviewed 
said the one person directly 
involved in the hazing was 
expelled from the organiza-
tion.

“A member of our org 
made a very bad mistake, 
we want to make sure that 
will never happen again,” 
he said.

Those who did not inter-
view have been suspended, 
although they may still peti-
tion for alumni status upon 
graduation – something 
they would not be permit-
ted to do if they were per-
manently expelled from the 
fraternity.  

Sigma Phi Epsilon Presi-
dent Adam Kelsey declined 
to comment on current 
membership numbers.

A member of the frater-
nity who declined to partic-
ipate in a review said many 
members are upset with 
Nick Polk, the former presi-
dent of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
whose term recently ended.

“What could have been 
fixed internally he fixed 
externally," the suspended 
member said.

Neither Sigma Phi Ep-
silon’s national organiza-
tion nor Greek Life Direc-
tor Christina Witkowicki 
responded to requests for 
comment. u

by madeleiNe morgeNsterN
Campus News Editor

Reacting to neighbors' 
fears, the University released 
a letter last week maintain-
ing it is not lobbying District 
officials to remove campus 
population caps. 

Foggy Bottom and West 
End Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioner Asher Cor-
son questioned GW’s role in 
lifting population caps at 
last week’s ANC meeting, 
prompting Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer Lou 
Katz to write a letter address-
ing the concerns.

In the letter, Katz defend-
ed the University, saying the 
topic of GW’s employee caps 
was raised and discussed at 
a job summit held by D.C. 
Mayor Vincent Gray in De-
cember. He said, however, no 
lobbying or discussion of the 
issue has taken place with 
members of Gray’s adminis-
tration since.

“It was suggested by 
Commissioner Corson that 
as a follow-up to this forum 
that GW has been engaging 
with District officials to fur-
ther this issue. This is not the 
case,” Katz said. “GW has 
done no lobbying and has 
had no discussions regard-
ing this topic with members 
of the administration.”

Katz said the University 
is “not engaged in an attempt 
to circumvent its commit-
ments under the 2007 Foggy 
Bottom Campus Plan,” refer-
ring to GW’s 20-year devel-
opment plan which limits the 
number of students who can 
live and study on the Foggy 
Bottom Campus.

Corson cited a recent 
Hatchet article during the 
ANC meeting, which dis-
cussed the possibility of re-
moving population caps for 
D.C. colleges. 

Corson told University 
officials at the meeting he 
was confused by statements 
Knapp made in the article 
about GW hosting a future 
summit with civic and busi-
ness leaders and University 
experts to discuss opportuni-
ties for job creation for D.C. 
residents. 

“As far as I can see, you 
guys have 12,000 spaces 
for faculty, of which 6,815 
are full. The only cap I see 
you close to is the student 
enrollment cap, so I don’t 
understand how caps have 
anything to do with jobs... 
and I’m sorry I’m upset, but 
I am,” Corson said.

A Washington Examiner 
article reported in Decem-
ber that Gray was open to 
the idea of removing D.C. 
university student and em-
ployee population caps, but 
said he would need to look at 
the potential job growth that 
the abolishment of the caps 
could bring. 

Gray told the Examiner 
he would also need to look at 
the reasons for the caps, cit-

ing tensions between neigh-
bors of universities in the 
past. 

A spokeswoman for Gray 
couldn’t be reached to com-
ment for this story.

Ward 2 D.C. Coun-
cilmember Jack Evans said 
at the Foggy Bottom Associa-
tion meeting Tuesday night 
that he spoke to Gray about 
the issue following the Ex-
aminer’s article, advising 
him that removing popula-
tion caps was a bad idea.

“It sounded like the may-
or was interested in lifting 
the cap on students. I quickly 
went to Vince and said, ‘Are 
you out of your mind?’ We 
worked so hard to get [caps] 
in place, that’s the last thing 
we want to do,” Evans said. 

Evans added he hasn’t 
seen any lobbying on the is-
sue since the summit.  

University President Ste-
ven Knapp told The Hatchet 
in the same article Corson 
cited that he wasn't aware 
of further discussions about 
the removal of population 
caps, and the University 
hasn’t engaged in any lob-
bying on the issue. Knapp 
declined to comment in that 
story on whether he was for 
or against removing the caps 
in the campus plan, saying 
instead that he thought “any 
discussion about the future 
of the caps for GW and for 
all other D.C. universities 
should take place in the con-
text of a broader plan for the 
economic well-being of the 
District.” 

In an interview after re-
ceiving Katz’s letter, Corson 

said he is pleased with Katz’s 
response, adding that the 
speed of the response – the 
day after the ANC meeting – 
was encouraging. 

“Also, I think it’s im-
portant to have GW on the 
record,” Corson said about 
the University’s position on 
population caps.

Although Corson said 
he’s happy with the letter, 
he would have liked to see 
a response on University 
President Emeritus Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg’s role on 
Mayor Vincent Gray’s transi-
tion team. 

Trachtenberg was a mem-
ber of Gray’s transition team, 
where he focused on econom-
ics and job creation. Corson 
said he thinks Trachtenberg’s 
position on the transition 
team correlated with the dis-
cussion of population caps at 
GW, as the University grew 
dramatically over Trachten-
berg's nearly 20-year tenure.

“I was hoping that they 
would make it clear that Ste-
phen Joel Trachtenberg’s role 
on the transition [team] was 
in no way connected to the 
University,” Corson said. 

Trachtenberg said 
Wednesday that in his role 
as a professor, he’s just an 
observer on the population 
cap issue. He added that his 
job serving the mayor on the 
transition team was to ex-
plain the alternatives, as he is 
neutral on the issue.

He said he had a view 
on the issue of caps when 
he was president, but that it 
would be “inappropriate to 
opine” about it now. u
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QuotAbLe "Abortion is stupid."

–Cassie, a 13-year-old anti-abortion supporter, on her reason for attending the March for 
Life rally Monday. 
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Although GW is an impressive 
school with its own hospital, 
auditorium and state-of-the-art 

athletic center, one of the things it lacks 
is a true dining hall setting that students 
can rely on for good, cheap, affordable 
food, at anytime of the day. 

However, J Street has recently been 
doing impressive things to take the 
mantle as the head of GW cuisine.

I’ve heard 
it all the time: 
students com-
plaining about 
the money 
they are forced 
to spend at J Street and the terrible food 
that is overpriced and inedible. Yes, I’ll 
be the first to say it, in my time at GW 
there has not been good food at J Street, 
and it is certainly not worth the price. 
But J Street has made incredible strides 
in trying to satisfy the student body this 
semester. 

One major noticeable “reform” 
in J Street has been the lower prices 
that have been implemented since 
we returned to campus. With enor-
mous posters and signs, J Street and 
Sodexo are heavily promoting the 
first of, hopefully, many changes. And 
J Street’s choice to lower prices is a 
promising sign of diplomacy between 
Sodexo and the student body. 

J Street has also demonstrated it is 
willing to alleviate the concerns of the 
student body by consistently answering 
the comment cards left for the manage-
ment of J Street to read. By posting on 
the “Rants, Reviews, and Raves” board 
with positive feedback and possible so-
lutions, the management of J Street is 
trying to address students. They even 
leave direct contact information for stu-
dents to reach them and further voice 
their opinions.

Despite these attempts to change J 
Street into a high-quality eatery, there 
are of course still many things that need 
to be done. First, J Street needs to have 
extended hours allowing students who 
are jonesing for Chick-fil-A at 10 p.m. 
to be able to pick up food. Also, J Street 
should be open every day so students 
have the option to eat there on week-
ends. If J Street wants to be more wel-
coming to students, what better way 
than to open itself up to students seven 
days a week? Finally, J Street needs to 
work on improving the quality of the 
food as well. J Street needs to make food 
that is at least on par with what is found 
in other restaurants.

No, I don’t think slightly lower pric-
es and good customer service are going 
to bring students out of the woodwork. 
But we need J Street. It’s a centralized 
place where you can grab food on the 
go and know that you can get it quickly. 
It’s where you can eat with your friends. 
J Street is one of the only places on cam-
pus that can unite GW students for 
meals, studying and important events. J 
Street is the epicenter of GW and, in that 
sense, you can’t compare it to any other 
building on campus.

–The writer is a freshman majoring 
in political science.

Vern residents constantly 
have things to complain 
about, such as incon-

venient gym hours, limited 
dining options and the Vern 
Express. But the 
most oft-mentioned 
complaint I have 
encountered these 
days concerns Pack-
age Services. Along 
with a new semester 
comes hundreds of textbooks 
flooding GW, making Pack-
age Services an important part 
of life on the Vern. Located in 
the parking garage of the cam-
pus’ new West Hall, the MVC 
Package Services presents just 
one more stressor for students 
because it controls if and when 
students receive their textbooks 
and other packages. 

Last November, the Uni-
versity responded to many 
students’ needs by changing 
Package Services’ hours of 
operation to more reasonable 
times, showing the University 
is to some degree responsive 
to student feedback. The hours 
are 2 to 7 p.m. weekdays, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays and 
closed Sundays.  

These new and improved 
hours would typically work 
for the average Vern resident’s 
schedule, if Package Services 
would actually stick to them.

Some people on the Vern 
have experienced the frus-
tration of planning their day 
around picking up a package, 
only to find once they get there, 
no one is in the office to assist 
them. Even though Package 

Services increased its staffing 
so that it now has one full-time 
employee and two part-time 
employees, it is clear that there 
are still not enough people 

working to fulfill 
the needs of Vern 
residents – at least 
at a point in the se-
mester when there 
are so many pack-
ages that need 

to be distributed. The current 
employees are well-liked and 
do everything they can to help 
residents, but three employees 
are not enough to staff the of-
fice for the length of its hours 
of operation. It is not unreason-
able for students to expect to be 
able to pick up their packages 
during the posted hours of op-
eration, and yet often this is not 
an option.    

Additionally, the Univer-
sity should make it a higher 
priority to notify residents they 
have packages waiting for them 
as soon as the package arrives. 
As soon as a package is pro-
cessed, an e-mail will be sent 
to its recipient notifying him or 
her that a package is ready for 
pickup. Unfortunately, some-
times residents receive e-mails 
that they have a packages, 
but when they go to get them, 
they are told to come back the 
next day because the packages 
haven't been sorted for pickup 
yet. 

A problem that occurs more 
regularly, though, is packages 
sitting in the office for days be-
fore being processed. Students 
can sometimes wait a signifi-

cant amount of time before even 
getting an e-mail they have 
a package waiting for them. 
While I understand the appeal 
of getting a surprise Christmas 
present in mid-January, I feel 
that ultimately it would be bet-
ter for residents to receive their 
packages in a timelier fashion.

Since the University lim-
its the residents to a certain 
amount of time – seven days af-
ter receiving an e-mail notifica-
tion – in which to pick up pack-
ages, shouldn’t the University 
have some sort of steady time 
frame for notifying residents? 
The office is supposed to fol-
low same-day processing for 
express mail and 24 to 48-hour 
processing for first class and 
delivery confirmation pack-
ages, and yet students will tell 
you they have had to wait for 
days on packages for which 
they paid priority shipping.  

It seems the problems with 
Package Services could be fixed 
relatively easily if the Univer-
sity listened to Vern residents 
again and took the time to fol-
low through on implementing 
its solutions. Maybe the root 
of the problem is the drastic 
increase in residents living on 
the Vern this school year, and 
if that is the case, the Univer-
sity must figure out how to 
cater to the needs of all these 
students. Whatever the issue 
is, the University needs to ad-
dress it soon, because too many 
Vern residents are getting tired 
of not receiving their packages.

–The writer is a freshman 
majoring in women's studies. 

A good GW person doesn’t 
mind the 20 minute wait or 
a line out the door because 

drinking Starbucks shows that 
you are sophisticated, 
wealthy, totally hip 
and all-around sexy.” 

This is just one 
description of the av-
erage GW student, 
according to the web-
site, “Stuff GW People Like.” This 
website – created in December – 
has been one of the latest crazes to 
sweep campus. 

Its purpose has been to publi-
cize and satirize the various char-
acters at GW. I personally find the 
site’s descriptions to be an over-
whelmingly accurate description 
of the vast majority of the student 
body. 

This website’s purpose clearly 
is not to crudely bash our student 
body. Instead, it is an open forum 
for someone to poke fun at the vari-
ous superficialities and forms of ex-
pression by which students choose 
to identify themselves here at GW. 

Some may find the postings on 
this website to be insensitive and 
offensive. For example, assuming 

the greater student body has ter-
rible taste in music and pretends 
to be poor could understandably 
offend those who consider them-

selves to be music 
savvy and those who 
are actually struggling 
financially. 

The majority of 
the statements made 
on this website must 

be taken with a grain of salt due to 
their exaggerative and playful na-
ture, but they can also be used to 
examine how our student body is 
being evaluated by and portrayed 
to the public. The typical GW stu-
dent is a relatively superficial in-
dividual who lacks a true under-
standing of the world beyond his 
or her homogeneous upbringing, 
the site alleges. If this assumption 
is by and large true, or at least 
based on truth, then the issue our 
University should be addressing 
is the need for more widespread 
acceptance and embodiment of di-
versity at GW.  

And while this website is most-
ly clever, there are inaccuracies in 
its categorization of GW students. 
Many posts focus on our wealth 

and how we choose to flaunt it. 
Items such as a BlackBerry, a Long-
champ purse, Uggs, a Macbook 
Pro and the overpriced beverages 
of Starbucks are said to be some of 
the necessities of our student body. 
Since GW is one of the most expen-
sive schools in the country, it is to 
be expected there are members of 
the student body who are wealthier 
than the average student at other 
colleges. Walking down the Foggy 
Bottom streets, all of the items listed 
above can be seen in great quanti-
ties, thereby indicating the students 
here are generally better off finan-
cially than others. 

It is inaccurate, however, to la-
bel every person here as wealthy, 
or to say every student chooses to 
overtly flaunt his or her wealth. 
Even though GW is one of the most 
expensive schools in the country, it 
also offers an exceptional amount 
of financial aid. About 60 percent 
of students here are on some form 
of academic or financial scholarship 
and would not be able to afford to 
go here otherwise.  Therefore, in a 
way, “Stuff GW People Like” has 
done the students of GW who are 
not Longchamp-toting, Ugg-wear-

ing individuals a slight injustice by 
lumping them into this superficial 
category.   

These postings are funny, and 
do apply to many students here. But 
they raise the idea that we should 
pay even more attention to diversi-
fying ourselves and improving the 
image we are giving off. This could 
be a crucial step in strengthening 
our reputation not only among oth-
ers here in D.C., but among all col-
lege students around the country.  

While GW is a diverse school 
already, you have to admit the 
vast majority of the statements on 
this website apply to the students 
here. And though it is funny, this 
is not necessarily a good thing. So 
in the future, while you are stand-
ing in line at Starbucks wearing 
your “Gay for Today” T-shirt and 
BBMing about if you should go 
to a bar in Georgetown this week-
end, think about whether or not the 
statements on this website actually 
apply to GW students. You might 
find this says a great deal not only 
about our school, but about our ex-
perience here.

–The writer is a freshman  
majoring in journalism.

the solution presents a problem
by Lisa Fischer

J Street 
is making 

small strides

Eric Su

Opinions Writer

You've got mail?
Residents have problems with the Vern's Package Services

Paris Bienert

Opinions Writer

What to take from 'Stuff GW People Like'

Saige Saunig

Opinions Writer

Lift enrollment caps 
and let GW grow
Shortly before his inauguration, 

then-Mayor elect Vincent Gray told the 
Washington Examiner that he would be 
willing to nix the enrollment caps that 
regulate the student and staff popula-
tion for universities across D.C., if the 
policy change would benefit the Dis-
trict. 

While Gray was not making a hard-
and-fast campaign promise, the mayor 
was on to something – enrollment caps 
need to become a thing of the past.

Some members of Foggy Bottom 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
claim that a cap-free GW would lead 
to unbridled campus growth, allowing 
students and campus facilities to en-
croach upon residences. 

But the fact remains, Foggy Bottom 
is GW and GW is Foggy Bottom. These 
arbitrary caps have never, and never 
will, prevent Foggy Bottom and GW 
from merging into one. 

Almost every restaurant in the 
neighborhood accepts GWorld and 
wants GW students to patronize their 
establishments. Students live alongside 
residents, work in the neighborhood 
and give back to the community – just 
like full-time Foggy Bottom dwellers 
do. 

The issue of enrollment caps stem 
from the Foggy Bottom and Mount Ver-
non campus plans. Established in 2007 
for Foggy Bottom, the plan outlines 
GW’s enrollment limits, prohibiting 
GW from allowing more than 20,000 
full-time students onto campus at one 
time. The plan was developed to ap-
pease neighbors, it was a trade of sorts. 
GW would be allowed to build out-
wards and upwards, but would limit 
the number of people living or working 
on the downtown campus. The Mount 
Vernon plan functions in a similar 
way.

While we understand why long-
term Foggy Bottom residents may 
resent students for taking over their 
neighborhood, the University does not 
hurt the area. It provides an economic 
lifeblood. Foggy Bottom would not be 
as prosperous without GW.

University President Steven Knapp 
acknowledged that lifting limits on 
University enrollment will produce a 
symbiotic relationship between GW 
and D.C. – both will prosper if more 
students are allowed on campus.

In addition to how the University 
profits from increased enrollment, the 
adjacent economy will also benefit if 
GW is able to have more students living 
on its two residential campuses. Hav-
ing more students in Foggy Bottom and 
at the Mount Vernon Campus means 
more business for local establishments, 
and ultimately can provide more jobs 
for D.C. residents. Local leaders, who 
are more concerned with GW students 
dominating Foggy Bottom than how 
a cap-free campus would benefit the 
city, must understand that lifting en-
rollment caps will not lead to GW’s 
uninhibited expansion. GW will never 
become a state school, but it will also 
never cease to be a dominating force 
in Foggy Bottom. So, instead of having 
a enrollment cap limit our growth, let 
GW's own limits – living and study-
ing space – limit the University from 
growing. While this may lead to more 
students, the effect will not destroy the 
area the way many neighbors imagine.

GW should grow and work within 
its means, not those imposed upon it by 
a few neighborhood residents. We ask 
that Gray revisits his aside concerning 
enrollment caps and makes lifting these 
arbitrary limits a goal.

Putting SA duties 
first

Tuesday evening, a handful of stu-
dents arrived at the Marvin Center to 
discuss Student Association financial 
allocations with SA Finance Committee 
Chairman Chris Clark and the finance 
committee. Unfortunately for these 
students, Clark failed to inform the 
students that he canceled the regularly 
scheduled meeting. Instead, he was at 
McFadden’s Senior Night.

This isn’t promising behavior from 
someone whom people have mentioned 
as a prospective candidate for SA presi-
dent.

We expect more from Clark, a junior, 
who has a responsibility not only to the 
SA, but also to the orgs with which he 
works. This meeting may have been 
important to attendees – student orga-
nizations' funds are largely controlled 
by the SA – but Clark did not view it 
that way. Hopefully Clark will no lon-
ger shirk his responsibilities. 

The blog, though satirical, provides us with insight into the student body
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Thousands gathered on 
the National Mall for the 
March for Life rally Mon-
day, an annual event pro-
testing the legalization of 
abortion in the U.S.

Participants, including 
some GW students, rallied 
just days after the 38th anni-
versary of Roe v. Wade, the 
Supreme Court case that le-
galized abortions in the U.S. 
The 37th-annual demon-
stration, held between 4th 
and 7th streets on the Mall, 
featured speeches from reli-
gious leaders and members 
of Congress from both sides 
of the aisle. 

GW organizations Co-
lonials for Life, the Young 
America’s Foundation and 
the College Republicans 
were also in attendance.

Earlier in the morning, 
YAF placed white crosses 
in University Yard for its 
annual “Cemetery of Inno-
cents,” representing lives 
lost to abortions.

Michele Walk, president 
of the anti-abortion group 
Colonials for Life, explained 
that she “wasn’t your run-
of-the-mill pro-lifer.”

Walk said the debate 
over abortion “isn’t about 
religion, it’s a situation that 
affects thousands of women 
every day,” and that she 
believes some in the anti-
abortion community have 
“demonized” women who 
have abortions.

“We should be trying 
to help them, not judging 

them,” Walk said.
Walk said in order to 

reduce the number of abor-
tions, companies should 
incentivize women to keep 
their unborn children by 
providing them paid mater-
nity leave.

She added that her po-
sition comes from personal 
experience, after she wit-
nessed two friends deal 
with abortions – one who 
underwent the procedure 

and one who miscarried be-
forehand.

“I saw their anxiety, they 
couldn’t sleep, and these 
were people who were pro-
choice and became pro-life,” 
Walk said.

Participants on the Na-
tional Mall, ranging from 
young children to senior 
citizens, expressed varying 
anti-abortion messages.

“We are here to be the 
voices of those who don’t 

have a voice, the voices of 
the children who are abort-
ed,” sophomore Jimmy 
Owens of the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln said.

“Abortion is stupid,” 
said 13-year-old Cassie. 
This was Cassie’s third year 
attending the March for 
Life.

Just outside the Smithso-
nian Metro stop, a group of 
high school students from  
Fredericksburg, Va., were 

handing out free signs that 
read, “Face it... an abortion 
kills a person,” and others 
reading, “I am an abortion 
abolitionist,” to the crowds 
entering the National Mall. 
The signs were provided by 
the American Life League, 
a Catholic anti-abortion 
group.

Many brought home-
made signs. One read, “Born 
after 1973? You survived 
DEATH v. Wade.” 

Chris, a high school stu-
dent from New Jersey, said 
he thinks there should be 
more marches across the na-
tion, not just here in D.C. He 
went on to explain that his 
mother had an abortion a 
few years ago.

“I didn’t know what 
was happening at the time. I 
wish I could have gone back 
there and told her to stop 
and not to do it,” he said.

Few counterprotesters 
in support of a woman’s 
right to have an abortion 
were at the rally Monday. 
None of the abortion rights 
groups on campus, includ-
ing Voices for Choices, or 
the College Democrats, 
held counterprotests to the 
March for Life.

Although many at the 
rally called for Roe v. Wade 
to be overturned, Voices for 
Choices co-president and 
senior Kim Wollner said she 
couldn’t see the decision 
being overturned anytime 
soon.

“Whether you believe 
life begins at conception 
or not, there is very little 
ground to allow the govern-
ment to prevent a woman 
from making a choice about 
her own body,” Wollner 
said. u

Pre-leasing at The Av-
enue will begin in March, 
after most students apply 
for fall housing.

Information on the cost 
of apartments at The Av-
enue development – which 
range from studios to 
three-bedroom apartments 
– won’t be available until 
March, project manager 
Rich Ellis of Boston Proper-
ties said.

“Pricing will be known 
in March, and pre-leas-
ing will also be released 
in March, but the official 
opening is not till May,” El-
lis said.

The Avenue isn’t pre-
venting undergraduates 
from leasing apartments, 
unlike some other local 
apartment buildings, which 
set barriers to student ten-
ants by requiring proof of 
high income to sign off on 
a lease. 

“Even though the apart-
ment is in no affiliation with 
GW housing, the apartment 
is open to the community,” 
Ellis said.

Still, students who want 
to live in The Avenue will 
have to hope the build-
ing falls within their price 
range, or decide instead to 
apply for University hous-
ing or other apartments in 
the area.

The GW housing appli-
cation goes live Feb. 14-18 
for rising seniors and those 
participating

in the Focus On Fall 
Abroad Community pro-
gram, according to GW 
Housing Programs. 

The second housing 
round, for Housing Pro-
grams staff, Living Learn-
ing Community partici-
pants, Greek-letter housing 

and students seeking fall-
only license agreements, 
takes place Feb 21-25.

The general application 
period for all rising students 
is from Feb. 28 to March 4. 
The deadline for third and 
fourth-year students to can-
cel their housing with the 
University without a fee is 
April 4. 

While pricing isn’t yet 
known for The Avenue, 
studio apartments nearby 
can range from $1,865 to 
$2,280 per month at Equity 
Residential’s 2400 M Street 
building, and two-bedroom 
apartments can cost up to 
$4,755. The Statesman on 
F Street offers studios for 
about $1,750 to $1,900, and 
one-bedroom apartments 
can range from $1,947 to 
$2,444.

The two 12-story resi-
dential towers along Eye 
Street near the Foggy Bot-
tom Metro are connected 
and will have a total of 335 
apartments, a fitness center, 
a Wi-Fi-enabled communi-
ty room, a business center 
with work stations and a 
rooftop pool with Wi-Fi. 

Retail options under the 
buildings include Whole 
Foods Market, Roti Medi-
terranean Grill and Sweet-
green, among others.

Some students are al-
ready looking forward to 
the new apartments, but 
are unsure as to whether or 
not they will choose to live 
there because of the cost.

“I would want to live 
at the apartment because 
it’s convenient, it’s in front 
of the Metro and they have 
grocery stores,” said Nancy 
Osei, a junior and resident 
of 1959 E Street. “But at the 
same it will be very pric-
ey.”

Kamilah Weeks, a soph-
omore resident of Fulbright 
Hall, said she would want 
to live at The Avenue next 
year if the price is reason-
able. 

“But I would think it 
would be expensive be-
cause of its location,” she 
said. u

A hotly debated Foggy Bottom night-
club will learn its fate next week, when a 
city agency decides if the establishment 
can serve alcohol.

The Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board will hear cases both for and 
against the Shadow Room before deter-
mining if the nearly 3-year-old nightclub 
can retain its liquor license.

Wednesday’s hearing follows a 6-0 
vote against renewing the license by the 
Foggy Bottom and West End Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission last Octo-
ber, which cited noise and issues with 
crime at the club as reasons against the 
club's license renewal. A separate protest 
by residents was filed in the D.C. Court 
of Appeals against the club’s owners re-
ceiving a second liquor license for a new 
club to be located a floor below Shadow 
Room.

The commission’s vote was ceremo-
nial, as the group has no regulatory pow-
er, but agencies like the control board 
often take note of their decisions, as the 
ANC serves as a voice for the two neigh-
borhoods and can argue its position in 
front of agencies. 

The Shadow Room currently holds 
two liquor licenses, one for the up-
stairs level and one for the floor be-
low, which is set to house a second 
club called Sanctuary 21. The second 
license pushed the maximum capacity 
for both the two floors up by another 
125 patrons. 

ANC chair Rebecca Coder said she 
is confident the control board will agree 
with the ANC’s stance. 

“The ANC looks forward to present-
ing its case, and believes the ABC Board 
will concur and support our goal to 
limit the negative effects of the establish-
ment,” Coder said. 

Shadow Room’s owner Swaptak Das 
said claims about the club have been 
highly exaggerated, alleging that some 
commissioners have a “crusade” against 
his business. 

He said that despite some incidents, 
Shadow Room has never been accused of 
any wrongdoing by the Alcoholic Bever-
age Regulation Administration – the Dis-
trict’s regulating agency for businesses 
selling alcohol.

The ABC Board, a seven-member 

body under ABRA, will make its deci-
sion based on evidence provided by the 
ANC and other sources.

“I feel good going into [the hear-
ing],” Das said. “ABRA’s very fair, they 
investigate thoroughly and they give us 
due process.”  

There have been 22 incidents either 
in the club or on the block outside of it 
between January 2009 and Jan. 1 of this 
year, according to records from the ABC 
Board. 

Of the 22 reports, eight were simple 
assaults, three were misdemeanors – 
some of which were attacks on officers – 
three were sick people sent to the hospi-
tal, two were assaults with a dangerous 
weapon and two were fights outside of 
the establishment.

In 2010, the police responded seven 
times to the club, compared to 13 in 2009. 
This year, there have been two cases — a 
simple assault and a disorderly patron – 
both occurring Jan. 1.

Last fall a group of five residents, 
including ANC commissioner Flor-
ence Harmon, protested the fact that 
Shadow Room’s owners were granted 
a license for Sanctuary 21, citing loud 
noise and disruptive behavior from 
Shadow Room. The protest group was 
not officially connected with the ANC, 
but the group will be attending next 
week’s hearing.

Harmon and the other residents live 
a block away from the club at 1099 22nd 
St. NW, just off Washington Circle and 
not far from GW Hospital. 

A recent mediation meeting with Das 

and Harmon, who was representing the 
ANC, failed to settle the issue. Harmon 
said at last week’s ANC meeting the or-
ganization would like to see a reduction 
in the club’s capacity.

She said Shadow Room’s owners 
got a new liquor license for the lower 
level – planned to house Sanctuary 21 – 
after it had an “existing license for two 
floors.” 

“I was told by the mediator that I 
couldn’t bring that [second liquor li-
cense] up,” Harmon said.

“So we were at an impasse, and we 
departed. Now the owner has filed a mo-
tion to dismiss our protest on the basis 
that I wouldn’t mediate,” Harmon said 
at the meeting. 

Harmon declined to comment fur-
ther for this article.

Das said his daily employment of a 
police detail explains the high level of 
reported incidents. The police officers he 
employs must report all crimes that oc-
cur on the block, he said.

Shadow Room received increased 
attention late December, when an al-
leged brawl between two Wizards play-
ers broke out Christmas Eve. Das said 
Andray Blatche and JaVale McGee had 
started fighting outside the club, before 
they were broken up by police. Both 
Blatche and McGee were suspended for 
one game after the incident.

The Feb. 2 hearing will take place at 
the ABRA headquarters at 1250 U St. A 
time for the hearing will be announced 
when ABRA releases the agenda in the 
upcoming week. u

March for Life rally draws thousands of demonstrators

The avenue to begin 
pre-leasing in March

elise ApeliAN | hAtchet photogrApher
Pre-leasing for apartments at The Avenue begins in March, after the 
deadline for students to apply for fall housing at the University.

Application goes 
live after GW 
housing deadline
by bilikisu Adeyemi
Hatchet Reporter

area club up for liquor license renewal

hAtchet file photo
The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration will hear a case to determine the future of a 
liquor license for Shadow Room, a Foggy Bottom nightclub, next week.

Shadow Room's right  
to serve alcohol will be 
decided next week
by evAN koslof
Hatchet Reporter

gAbriellA demczuk | hAtchet photogrApher
The March for Life rally drew thousands of protesters to the National Mall Monday, including GW groups Colonials for Life, the Young 
America's Foundation and the College Republicans.

Protesters rally 
against legalized 
abortion 
by elise ApeliAN
Hatchet Reporter

simple AssAult
1/20/11 – 9:15 a.m. 
Location: Townhouse Row 
(Unit D) 
Case closed
University Police officers 
responded to a report of a 
student and another subject, 
the sibling of a GW student, 
arguing. The subject hit 
the student with her shoe 
and was barred from GW 
property. 
–Subject barred from campus

drug lAw violAtioN
1/20/11 – 7:15 p.m. 

Location: Philip Amsterdam 
Hall 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report 
of a violation of University 
policy. GW Housing 
Programs then conducted 
an administrative search 
that yielded 0.5 grams of 
marijuana. 

–Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

frAud
1/22/11 – 10:30 a.m. 
Location: Off campus 
Case closed
A student reported to UPD 
that his bank notified him of 
unauthorized charges to his 

credit card. 
–Referred to Metropolitan 

Police Department

liquor lAw violAtioN
1/22/11 – 12:40 a.m. 
Location: Townhouse Row 
(Unit A) 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report 
of a suspicious odor. GW 
Housing Programs conducted 
an administrative search and 
confiscated alcohol. 

–Referred to SJS 

1/22/11 – 1:25 a.m. 
Location: Munson Hall 
Case closed
Officers responded to a report 

of an intoxicated subject 
unaffiliated with GW in the 
lobby of the building. The 
subject was transported to 
GW Hospital and barred from 
campus. 
–Subject barred from campus

destructioN
1/23/11 – 10:56 p.m. 
Location: Thurston Hall 
Open case
UPD responded to a report of 
a fire extinguisher case that 
had the front cover shattered 
and was removed from the 
wall. 

–Open case

–Compiled by Sydney Green

CRIME LOG

"We are here to be 
the voices of those 
who don't have a 

voice, the voices of 
the children who are 

aborted."

jimmy owens
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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Culture This Week in 
GW History

36 yEars ago...
Two GW Package 
Services employees 
are fired for mail theft.

44 yEars ago...
The Hatchet begins to 
publish twice a week.
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Betsy Applebaum has had 28 
first days of school at GW.

The 71-year-old has been audit-
ing classes at the University since 
1983, adding up to well over a 100 
classes – but don’t ask her how 
many. She lost count long ago.

Applebaum said taking courses 
at her alma mater is a way of keep-
ing her mind sharp and staying in-
volved with the University.

“I’m probably the oldest living 
auditor they’ve got,” Applebaum 
joked. “Not really in age, but in 
terms of years I’ve been doing it.”

After receiving a master’s de-
gree in American studies in 1983, 
Applebaum began auditing classes 
at GW during her lunch hour while 
working at the Corcoran Gallery of 
Art. Applebaum now takes courses 
through the Alumni Course Audit 
Program, which allows GW alumni 
and Foggy Bottom residents over 
60 to return to the classroom and 
enroll in select courses on a not-
for-credit basis.

“I treat it just as if I was en-
rolled in the class,” she said. “I buy 
the books, I do all the readings and 

I go to as many classes as I can.”
Applebaum said she has count-

less notebooks filled with her notes 
from over 25 years of classes.

“My feeling is that if I know 
a little bit more than I did when I 
started, it’s been a good thing.” 

For alumni Applebaum and Jo-
seph Berl, auditing courses at GW 
is not just a way of enriching an 
education, but also re-establishing 
a connection and sense of belong-
ing to the University. 

After retiring from private 
practice as a lawyer in 2008, Berl 
was eager to return to the univer-
sity from which he graduated over 
40 years before.

“Originally, I thought of it as a 
way of structuring the week and 
structuring my time when I sud-
denly had a lot of my commitments 
disappear,” Berl, a GW Law School 
alumnus, said.

English professor Margaret 
Soltan has taught Berl in several 
courses and has welcomed alumni 
into her classroom almost every 
semester.

“For me, it’s always a pleasure 
that they can enrich class discus-
sion because of their deeper life 
experience,” Soltan said. “I think 

the alumni lend a note of greater 
seriousness to the class.”

Soltan believes the natural in-
clination to expand one’s intellec-
tual horizons keeps alumni return-
ing to her lectures.

“When you are seeing your 
life quiet down in many ways, this 
can be a type of reflection,” she 
said. “I also imagine that there is 
a broader draw about deepening 
your thought about life as you get 
older.”

Religion professor Robert Eisen 
said many older alumni return to 

campus hoping to feel the energy 
of a thriving intellectual environ-
ment.

“Sitting at home and reading 
books really does not give you the 
human interaction that is going 

to make it interesting and excit-
ing,” Eisen said. “These are smart 
adults who know that they could 
use the guidance of a professor 
who spends their lives studying 
these things.” u

ChurchKey
Where: 1337 14th St. NW 
Carded: Yes, at the door
Cover: None
Bar Bells: 

Damn it. It’s freaking cold. So why 
would I dare go review a bar that is, gasp, 
outside the 4-RIDE zone?! Blasphemy. But, 
I will and I did.
I have a soft spot for bars that have ironic 
names, kind of like the intersection of Gay 
and Church streets. So ChurchKey seems 
like a good place to go and get some beer. 
ChurchKey is a temple of beer (sorry, had 
to get the pun in), that is worth the pilgrim-
age to 14th Street and Rhode Island Avenue. 
With eight categories of beer from about 
30 countries and 50 artisan drafts, varying 
daily, and five hand-pumped, cask-condi-

tioned beers available at all times, this is a 
place for those who really love beer.

I’ve been here several times, and it is 
usually the place to go with your friends 
all gussied up in your sophisticated wear. 
Most of the patrons seem to have gradu-

ated college in the past five years, those 
well-dressed D.C. yuppies, the kind that 
think Logan Circle is trendy and hip (i.e. 
not Georgetown), but are scared to actu-
ally go to the trendy and hip places (i.e. H 
Street, NE). 

ChurchKey is situated on top of Birch & 
Barley, a restaurant managed by the same 
owners. The upper level is sleek and cool 
in a casual and understated way. A bar run-
ning from nearly one side of the restaurant 
to the other, lengthwise, is backed by gi-
ant refrigerators showcasing all the bot-
tled beer and one of the longest stretches 
of taps you’ve ever seen with all the bar's 
draughts. It is an impressive bar, to say the 
least. There are also plenty of booths and 
other types of seating around. 

The staff members at ChurchKey are 
prompt, attentive and know their stuff. 
They really love their beers and want you 
to as well. So when I tell them I like the 

girly, unpronounce-
able German beers, 
they’ll suggest a 
couple, maybe even 
offer to bring a taste 
of some, and I will 
love whatever they 
bring out. The prices, while 
not incredibly cheap, are not as 
expensive as you would think. The 
average draught beer is around $7 
or $8. This is a great opportunity to expand 
your horizons and treat beer like most peo-
ple treat wine – something to be cultivated, 
understood, savored and enjoyed. 

ChurchKey is the kind of place you’ll 
want to remember the next morning. It’s too 
loud and bustling for a date, but perfect for a 
night out with a group to taste some excellent 
beers, feeling sophisticated and “so D.C.” 
So venture outside the 4-RIDE zone and go 
praise the beer gods at ChurchKey. u

For the love of knowledge

annE WErnikoff | PHoTo EdiTor
GW alumnus Joseph Berl takes classes through the Alumni Course Audit Program. 
The program offers GW alumni the ability to audit courses on a not-for-credit basis.

Beer to rememberBAR
BELLE

by gaBriEl mullEr
Senior Staff Writer

PHoTo CourTEsy of dakoTa finE 
ChurchKey, located at 14th Street and Rhode Island 
Avenue, is a haven for beer lovers.

''

''

"My feeling is that 
if I know a little bit 

more than I did when 
I started, it's been a 

good thing."

Besty AppleBAum
Alumna
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Ditch those typical Spring Break plans for these lesser known but equally enjoyable getaways
Note to readers: All prices are for a trip departing the Washington D.C. area March 12 and returning March 19. 

Book a travel package that includes airfare and a five-
night stay at the luxury Crowne Plaza Hotel for $1,118. 
This Travelocity steal is a must! The hotel is a short 

drive from the Prague airport and an even shorter trip to the 
breathtaking Prague Castle. Dine in style across the city, enjoy-
ing traditional Czech dumplings and “Smažený Sýr,” a sinful 
fried cheese dish served with potatoes – both can be found at 
street vendors in the city’s Old Town Square. For dessert, Café 
Louvre has delicious confections like a pancake filled with 
cottage cheese and rum raisins, topped with hazelnuts. 

Fly and stay: American 
Airlines out of DCA to JFK, via Lon-
don Heathrow, to Prague; Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, $1,118

Eat: Café Louvre, 
Národní 22, Praha 1, 110 00 

For deals, check out: travel.
travelocity.com 

Instead of Paris, go to Prague 

The Gulf Coast boasts bright, sunny beaches 
made of mounds of soft white sand. The 
Perdido Beach Resort in Orange Beach, Ala., 

offers a private balcony and a beach view for just 
$183 a night. With room for four, that’s just $228 a 
person for the week. The resort’s four eateries, in-
door and outdoor pools and jacuzzis, and built-in 
pool bar guarantee a fantastic Spring Break. Grab a 
Delta Airlines flight from Dulles to Pensacola, Fla., 
for less than $200 a person, and then the Perdido 
Beach Resort is just a short drive from the airport.

Fly: Delta out of Dulles to Pensacola, Fla., less than $200

Stay: Perdido Beach Resort, $228 per person, traveling 
with four people

Eat: If you want to leave the resort, check out Tacky 
Jack’s Grill and Tavern, 27206 Safe Harbor Dr., Orange 
Beach, Ala., 36561

For deals, check out: www.perdidobeachresort.com

Instead of Cancun, go to the Gulf Coast 

Spring Break off the beaten path

Ditch the crowds in Miami and opt for a 
more relaxing vacation in Cocoa Beach, 
Fla. There are many rentable two-bed-

room units available for around $850 a week 
– for a group of six, that’s just $142 a person! 
And you can cut down on food costs by taking 
advantage of the full kitchen. Grab lunch, or 
just fruity drinks, at Coconuts On the Beach, 
a bar overlooking the surf. Cocoa Beach is just 
as busy and fun for classic Spring Break trip-
seekers, but is half the price of most Miami va-
cations. Hop on an AirTran flight out of Reagan 
International Airport and head to the Sunshine 
State for just $160 roundtrip.

Fly: AirTran out of DCA to Orlando, $160; 
roundtrip shuttle service between Orlando, 
Fla. and Cocoa Beach, Fla., $45

Stay: Vacation rental at Cocoa Beach Tow-
ers Resort, $142 per person, traveling with six 
people

Eat and drink: Coconuts On The Beach, 
2 Minutemen Cswy, Cocoa Beach, Fla., 32931

For deals, check out: www.vacation-
rentals.com, www.floridasunshineshuttle.com   

Instead of Miami Beach, go to Cocoa Beach 
by audreY SCagnelli
Hatchet Staff Writer

photoS CourteSY of pam nieSen
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1. Book now. Students should book their arrangements 
at least a month before their travel date.

2. Know what you’re getting. Familiarize yourself with 
your accommodations, ask questions and research where 
you’ll be staying.

3. Get travel insurance. Not only can travel insurance 
cover trip cancellations, it can also reimburse you for sto-
len baggage or assist you if you have a medical emer-
gency. 

4. Get a passport. Passports are required for interna-
tional travel, including the Caribbean and Mexico, and 
take four to six weeks to obtain.

This ski resort town is a hidden gem, and a great budget-
friendly alternative to Vail, Colo. The Christie Lodge is a free 
shuttle ride away from the slopes, and is filled with a cozy 

charm and great amenities. For a one-bedroom suite that sleeps 
five, you’ll pay $320 per person for the week. Enjoy free Wi-Fi, sau-
nas, hot tubs, an indoor pool, a movie rental office and ping pong 
tables. Grab a bite at one of the many eateries within walking dis-
tance from the lodge. Bob’s Place is open until 2 a.m. and cooks up 
a mean cheese steak, the locals boast. Be sure to grab a ski pass in 
the lodge lobby’s sports rental shop. 

Fly: United Airlines out of DCA to Vail and Eagle, Colo., $426

Stay: The Christie Lodge, $320 per person, traveling with five people 

Ski: Sports rental shop in the lobby of The Christie Lodge, four 
days skiing for $360, or three days for $276

Eat: Bob’s Place, 100 West Beaver Creek Blvd., Avon, Colo., 81620 

For deals, check out: www.christielodge.com

Instead of Vail, go to Beaver Creek

Some Spring Break tips from STA
Planning a vacation can be daunting 
with so many websites to consult, 
package deals to compare and friends 
to accommodate. And traveling on 
a budget can make things worse. 
The Hatchet sat down with Jennifer 
Apple, store manager with Student 
Travel Agency, to get a professional 
perspective on the best ways to save 
on Spring Break. 

by Suzanne abaza
Hatchet Staff Writer
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The number of drug violations re-
ported to the University Police Depart-
ment increased last fall and has been 
steadily climbing every fall for the past 
three years, UPD data show.

Last semester, there were 65 re-
ported drug law violations – a 25 per-
cent spike from fall 2009, when 52 drug 
violations were reported to UPD. The 
fall semester of 2008 saw 42 drug vio-
lations, UPD Captain of Investigations 
and Special Operations Mark Balazik 
said.

“Marijuana is the most commonly 
abused substance on college campus-
es other than alcohol,” Balazik said. 
“Marijuana is prevalent in D.C. and is 
easy to buy.”

Balazik also said the increase in re-
ported violations is directly related to 
the number of students who complain 
about the odor of marijuana smoke. He 
added that as a result of the jump in the 
number of reported violations, UPD of-

ficers have begun to self-initiate cases 
by patrolling residence halls. 

Balazik said other drugs besides 
marijuana have been reported.

UPD data shows thefts and robber-
ies increased 27 percent and 15 percent, 
respectively. Aside from alcohol and 
drug violations that occur within resi-
dence halls, the most recurring crime 
last semester was theft of unattended 
items, Balazik said.

The Marvin Center, Gelman Library 
and the Academic Center have seen the 
highest number of thefts, Balazik said, 
most frequently thefts of unattended 
items.

He added that robberies – when 
a suspect takes an item off of another 
subject's person – also increased.

“Robberies have become more 
profitable for the perpetrators in more 
recent years,” Balazik said. “This is 
because more people are carrying elec-
tronic devices on their person and the 
values of these devices have increased 
dramatically.”

Although data show increases in 

drug violations, thefts and robberies, 
crime overall is down.

Total crime reported to UPD de-
clined by 2 percent in fall 2010 com-
pared to fall 2009. The number of cases 
of crime reported went from 1,132 to 
1,113 last semester, from the start of 
July until the end of December. u

University officials ad-
dressed issues of design, sus-
tainability and parking re-
placement for the Science and 
Engineering Complex in a pre-
hearing statement to the D.C. 
Zoning Commission earlier 
this month.

The commission requested 
additional information on these 
points at a meeting in Decem-
ber, after GW filed an applica-
tion for approval to construct 
the complex.

Commissioner Michael 
Turnbull said in December he 
wants the University to offer 
more detailed drawings of the 
complex, and also requested 
more detail on the green roof 
features.

“It is a massive project and 
it does take up a lot of space and 
it would be nice to see a sample 
board with the colors of the 
materials and really get a better 
feel as to what is going on with 
this,” Turnbull said.

The commission will hold a 
public hearing March 24 where 
organizations and individuals 
interested in the project can of-
fer their support or disapproval 
for the project.

At the hearing, GW will 
present a revised set of plans for 
the SEC, illustrating an altered 
design for the building’s en-
trances and facades, according 
to the statement. 

The University also ex-
plained about 19 percent of the 
roof will be green and a chilled 
beam system, which uses water 
and less energy, will take the 
place of regular air condition-
ing.

Vice Chairman Konrad 
Schlater requested information 
on how GW plans to offset the 
loss of more than 1,000 park-
ing spots in December, as the 
SEC will sit where the current 
University Parking Garage is 
located at 22nd and H streets. 

In response, the Univer-
sity said the Square 103 under-
ground parking portion of the 
new Law Learning Center, the 
South Hall parking garage and 
spots at Square 54 will be suf-
ficient to replace the spots.

Before Square 103 is com-
pleted, GW plans to lease park-
ing spaces at the Kennedy Cen-
ter.

Chairman Anthony Hood 
questioned GW’s community 
outreach efforts, asking if the 
Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission has information on the 
project.

GW officials attend ANC 
meetings and presented the 
plans to the community, accord-
ing to the statement.

Initial construction prepa-
rations for the SEC began in 
November, when the Univer-
sity drilled three test pits on the 
parking garage.

GW has also filed for zon-
ing for Square 39, the future 
home of the School of Public 
Health and Health Services, and 
the underground Law Learning 
Center garage at Square 103.

A public hearing for zoning 
for the Law Learning Center ga-
rage will take place Feb. 3. u

Drug violations saw  
25 percent uptick in fall
by sydNey greeN
Hatchet Reporter
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Drug Violations During Fall University submits 
Sec zoning details

by priya aNaNd
Assistant News Editor

Zoning Commission 
to hold SEC public 
hearing March 24

Until then, Witkowicki said 
the University will be assess-
ing the chapters that were next 
in line when houses were last 
assigned in December 2009. 

Sigma Chi, which has an 
off-campus house as well as a 
floor in International House, 
has an agreement with the 
University for the next avail-
able townhouse. Sigma Chi 
President S.J. Tilden did not 
definitively say whether his 
fraternity would move into one 
of the vacated townhouses, but 
said it is something he would 
discuss with his advisers.

Witkowicki said her office 
will continue to provide sup-
port for the three chapters and 
will have a more visible pres-
ence at meetings and events 
for all Greek-life organizations 
on campus.

“Greek life, along with 
fraternity and sorority lead-
ers, will be implementing edu-
cational and developmental 
programming to help increase 
student awareness around is-
sues of alcohol and hazing,” 
she said. The programs will in-
clude stronger programming 
for new members focused on 
“developing methods of ac-
countability and self-gover-
nance.”

Pi Kappa Alpha President 
Michael Waterman issued a 
statement in response to the 
University’s sanctions.

“Our top priority as a 
Fraternity is the health and 
safety of our members and 
new members. Last fall, there 
was an unfortunate incident 
involving underage drinking 

that was not condoned by our 
Fraternity. However, we un-
derstand that the University 
holds student organizations 
accountable for the actions of 
its members and new mem-
bers. As a result, our Chapter 
is prepared to accept GW’s de-
cision and are excited to move 
forward as a positive and ac-
tive member of the GW com-
munity,” the statement read.

Sigma Phi Epsilon Presi-
dent Adam Kelsey also issued 
a statement addressing his 
chapter’s In Violation plea.

“The fraternity has made 
the decision to accept the sanc-
tions levied against it by the 
University in order to move 
forward from this issue and 
refocus our attention on the 
future of the chapter. We wish 
to spend the balance of the 
year working on our social 
and philanthropic goals, rather 
than be mired in an appeals 
process concerned with this 
isolated incident.”

Kappa Kappa Gamma 
President Bianca Timiraos did 
not return multiple requests for 
comment. Kappa Kappa Gam-
ma's National Vice President 
Beth Black said her organiza-
tion takes the issues very seri-
ously and is working with the 
chapter to “reaffirm Kappa’s 
longstanding commitment to 
values-based education and 
leadership.” 

“We are proud of our heri-
tage as a strong and viable 
partner in GWU’s Greek com-
munity and look forward to 
continuing our distinguished 
tradition,” Black said.

Representatives from the 
national organizations of Pi 
Kappa Alpha and Sigma Phi 
Epsilon did not return multiple 
requests for comment. u

comparable universities have 
reported.

Applications increased by 
6.8 percent at Georgetown Uni-
versity, 12 percent at American 
University, 11 percent at New 
York University, 10.5 percent at 
Northwestern University and 
9 percent at Boston University 
over the last year.

Napper said all 50 states 
were represented in the ap-
plicant pool, including D.C., 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands 
and Guam.

California – which saw a 
22 percent increase in appli-
cants – moved past New Jersey 
to become the second-most 
represented state behind New 
York. Napper did not return a 
request for comment on Cali-
fornia’s jump.

Napper added that a re-
cord 2,750 applications came 
from international students, 

representing more than 13 per-
cent of all freshman applicants. 
The international applicants 
are from 139 countries.

“We are very pleased by the 
interest from this dynamic and 
diverse student population who 
want to be members of the GW 
community,” Napper said.

Napper said it is too early 
to determine how selective the 
University will be for regular 
and Early Decision II appli-
cants as a result of the increase 
in applications, but said the 
University hopes to have a 
freshman class of 2,350 stu-
dents. The University accepts 
more students than there are 
spaces in the freshman class, 
and in the past has yielded a 
little more than one third of 
those accepted.

In December, the Univer-
sity accepted 532 Early Deci-
sion I applicants – whose ap-
plications to the University are 
binding – leaving slightly more 
than 1,800 spots open for the 
University’s target freshman 
class size. u

Frederick Lawrence, a fel-
low jew who regularly held a 
Seder for students on the first 
night of Passover, signed off 
on this semester’s academic 
schedule before departing the 

law school in December.
“Dean Lawrence was ob-

servant and would leave the 
law school on Fridays to walk 
home by sundown,” DeVigne 
said. “While he was dean, he 
was consulted routinely on all 
of our issues. You can imagine 
how careful the law school is 
on issues of religious obser-
vance.” u
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Phone: (202) 994-7079        
Fax: (202) 994-1309

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

Online classfied ads are available 
FREE to all GW students and faculty.  
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online 
posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 
words, and $.30 per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online.  If 
you cannot access the internet, ads may be 
placed via email, fax or in person at our 
office.  An extra fee may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express and Discover, as well as 
cash and check through our office.
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Models wanted for test-
ing digital photography 
and video. All body types, 
nationalities, ages over 18 
considered.  Pay $10/hour, 
call (571)319-9999.

Sitters Wanted. $12+ per 
hour. Register free for 
jobs near campus or home. 
www.student-sitters.com 



As the snow fell Wednesday 
night outside the Smith Center, 
things seemed to be snowballing 
on the women’s basketball team as 
the Colonials looked to snap their 
program-record, nine-game losing 
streak.

Early on, it looked as though the 
injury-plagued Colonials wouldn’t 
be able to keep pace with its Wednes-
day-night opponent, Duquesne. GW 
allowed the Dukes to go on a 13-2 
run midway through the first half, 
putting the Colonials in an 18-point 
hole early. GW went on a 10-3 run 
to close out the second half, but still 
trailed 35-24 at halftime.

Things didn’t go much better for 
the Colonials in the second half, as 
Duquesne built its lead to as high as 
18 points with just over 13 minutes 
to play. GW showed signs of life late 
though, using an 11-1 run over the 
final 5:35 to close the Dukes’ lead to 
five points with 40 seconds left, but 
it was too little, too late for the Colo-
nials, who extended their program-
worst losing streak to 10 games with 
a 61-53 loss.

Now, women’s basketball head 

coach Mike Bozeman said, the Co-
lonials (5-14, 0-5 Atlantic 10) find 
themselves in the difficult position 
of trying to regain their confidence 
as a team in the midst of the worst 
stretch the women’s basketball pro-
gram has ever seen. Games like the 
one against the Dukes Wednesday 
night, Bozeman said, will have to be 
building blocks as GW tries to redis-
cover its winning ways.

“We just have to be able to 
get that winning attitude and its 
tough when you are going through 
a stretch like we’re going through 
right now,” Bozeman said. “I’m 
saying, ‘Have a winning attitude,’ 
and we haven’t been winning. But 
that’s going to change. It’s not going 
to rain or snow, like it is outside, all 
the time.  I’m so fired up right now, I 
want to go right back to practice to-
night if I could.”

The Colonials struggled of-
fensively for the bulk of the night, 
shooting under 30 percent in both 
halves and 15 percent from behind 
the three-point line for the game. 
GW made its late comeback largely 
on the strength of defensive adjust-
ments that limited the Dukes to 20.8 
percent shooting from the field in 
the second half.

“I’m trying to preserve my 
‘pressing crew’ until the second 
half,” Bozeman said. “We get to the 
second half and we wanted to go 
more zone. But not just a passive 

zone, we wanted to do some more 
trapping out of the zone.”

The Colonials were led by soph-
omore Danni Jackson, who had 16 
points in the loss. Junior Tara Booker 
put up 10 points and grabbed 12 re-
bounds to record the second double-
double of her career. Junior Tiana 
Myers also had 10 points in the 
loss, but even with three players in 
double figures, the hole GW dug for 
itself early in the game proved to be 
too difficult to escape from with the 
late run.

“What you’re getting is a mas-
sive amount of effort that tries to 
overcome that 28.6 percent shoot-
ing,” Bozeman said. “So then we dig 
ourselves a hole. And the hole is so 
deep it’s hard to come out of.”

GW will get its next chance to 
snap its losing streak Saturday night 
in Philadelphia against La Salle. Tip-
off is set for 7 p.m.

"We are trying to develop that 
winning attitude and it’s hard when 
we are losing like we are.  We are 
coming together a lot,” Booker said 
after the loss. “Everyone on the 
bench is cheering for each other. We 
are fighting hard down the stretch, 
it's just we need to put it together for 
the whole 40 minutes.” u

CINCINNATI – Nobody expect-
ed it to be a close game. Xavier, at 
home, was not supposed to be an 
opponent against which a strug-
gling men’s basketball team would 
be able find its stride.

The Colonials headed to Cincin-
nati Wednesday against long odds, 
ready to take on a Xavier team that 
had gone 9-1 at the Cintas Center 
this season and was on a five-game 
winning streak. The Musketeers are 
an Atlantic 10 powerhouse, having 
earned trips to eight of the previous 
nine NCAA Tournaments.

GW, by contrast, came into the 
game riding a three-game losing 
streak that had stripped the Co-
lonials of any momentum they’d 
gained from their 3-0 start to con-
ference play. GW hadn’t beaten the 
Musketeers in any of the last five 
meetings and had lost 14 of the 16 
meetings between the two teams.

Unconcerned with what the 
game was supposed to be, GW 
played one of its best games of the 
season Wednesday night against the 
Musketeers, shooting 44.2 percent 
from the field and 55.6 percent from 
behind the three-point line. The Co-
lonials, who have struggled all sea-
son from the free throw line, shot 
94.7 percent from the charity stripe.

Despite being one of GW’s 
strongest efforts of the season, the 
Colonials’ best proved to be not 
quite good enough against the 
Musketeers, who earned the 81-74 
win after a back-and-forth game 
that featured 16 lead changes and 
14 ties.

After struggling recently to 
score with any consistency, the Co-
lonials (10-10, 3-10 A-10) matched 
Xavier nearly shot for shot, shoot-
ing 53.8 percent in the first half 
and putting up 40 points before 
halftime, the most points the Mus-
keteers have allowed in a half of 
basketball this season.

“I think number one, we made 

some changes with some things 
we did offensively. We also kind 
of changed our practice schedule 
a little bit, getting guys early in the 
morning, getting some shooting 

in,” head coach Karl Hobbs said. “I 
think it was mainly we came into 
this game extremely focused. And 
we really stayed committed to our 
game plan.”

The second half once again 
proved to be the undoing of the Co-
lonials, who shot almost 20 points 
worse in the second half than they 
did in the first. GW also struggled 
to keep tabs on Xavier’s top scorers, 
junior Tu Holloway and redshirt 
sophomore Mark Lyons, both of 
whom scored 22 points against the 
Colonials.

“What we wanted to try to do 
was limit the number of shots they 
try to get, which is extremely hard. 
I really thought those two guys 
played a terrific game,” Hobbs 
said. “The difficulty for us from a 
defensive standpoint, it’s very rare 
that you have to defend five guys. 
All those guys are very, very good 
offensive players.”

Beyond adjusting his team’s 
practice schedule, Hobbs also tin-
kered with his starting lineup, in-
serting junior forward Aaron Ware 
into the lineup in place of sopho-
more guard Bryan Bynes. The de-
cision proved to be a good one by 
Hobbs: Ware’s 14 points against 
the Musketeers were the second 
most on the team, behind junior 
guard Tony Taylor's 21-point per-
formance.

“It wasn’t really an adjustment,” 
Ware said of Hobbs' decision to start 
him. “Anything the team needs me 
to do, whether it’s start, come off the 
bench, I’m really willing to come 
into the game and do whatever it 
takes to win. It’s team first. It was 
nice to start, but at the end of the day, 
it’s about the team.”

The Colonials will return to Fog-
gy Bottom confident, but still riding 
a losing streak that now sits at four 
games. GW will try to get back on 
the winning track Saturday against 
Saint Louis, with tip-off set for 2 
p.m.

“It shows that we can play with 
anybody in the conference,” Ware 
said of the Colonials’ performance 
Wednesday night. “I think even 
with a losing effort, this was one of 
the best games we played all sea-
son, collectively.” u

Last word

"I'm so fired up right 
now, I want to go back 
to practice tonight if I 
could." 

–Mike Bozeman, women's 
basketball head coach, on the 
progress his team showed in its 61-
53 loss to Duquesne Wednesday 
night at the Smith Center. 

Men's and women's tennis 
picked near top of a-10

Sports
Elizabeth traynor
Contributing Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NuMbEr 
cruNch 10 The number of games the women's 

basketball team has lost in a row. The skid 
is the worst in program history.
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Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

MEN's basKEtbaLL   XAVIER 81, GW 74

Colonials come up short in Cincinnati
by ELIZabEth traYNor
Contributing Editor

ELIZabEth traYNor | hatchEt PhotoGraPhEr
Junior guard Tony Taylor had a team-high 21 points against Xavier Wednesday 
night. GW played one of its best games of the year but fell short, falling 81-74. 

woMEN's basKEtbaLL   duquEsnE 61, GW 53

Late run not enough for GW against Dukes
by Noah cohEN
Hatchet Staff Writer

Women’s Tennis
at Drexel
Philadelphia, Pa.
Friday, 1 p.m.

men’s BaskeTBall
vs. Saint Louis
Smith Center
Saturday, 2 p.m.

Women’s BaskeTBall
at La Salle
Philadelphia, Pa.
Saturday, 7 p.m.

men’s and Women’s 
sWimming
at Towson
Baltimore, Md.
Saturday, 1 p.m.

men’s Tennis
at Maryland
College Park, Md.
Saturday, 4 p.m.

gymnasTics
at Towson
Baltimore, Md.
Saturday, 4 p.m.

men’s and Women’s 
sWimming
vs. George Mason
Smith Center
Sunday, 12 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
at Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pa.
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

uPcoMING GaMEs

Injuries force five Colonials to watch from sidelines 

aNNE wErNIKoff | Photo EdItor
Freshman Chelisa Painter played 13 
minutes against the Dukes Wednes-
day night. The Colonials lost 61-53.

C o n c u s s i o n s 
have caused prob-
lems for Allums 
dating back to 
the guard's high 
school career as a 
soccer player. Al-
lums sustained 
two concussions 
this season, first 
against Coppin 
State Nov. 18 and 
against Miami 
Dec. 28, and will 
see a concussion 
specialist some-
time in the mid-
dle of next week. 

Nipe re-aggravated the 
same meniscus injury 
that sidelined her for 
most of last season dur-
ing GW’s season-open-
ing trip to Minneapolis 
for the Best Buy Classic.
The injury will keep her 
out for the rest of this 
season, a tough blow for 
the Colonials since The 
sophomore had been av-
eraging 32 minutes per 
game in the four games 
she played this season.

The Colonials freshman 
fractured her right foot 
in practice but tried to 
play through the injury, 
downplaying it to the 
GW coaching staff and 
medical team before an 
examination exposed 
the extent of the injury. 
Head coach Mike Boze-
man said the injury will 
keep her sidelined for 
six to eight weeks.

Aldridge separated her 
shoulder Jan. 19 against 
Dayton and hasn’t played 
since. The junior guard 
has had issues with 
shoulder separations over 
the course of her career, 
and lik ike many of her 
teammates, she will have 
her shoulder looked at by 
a specialist. Head coach 
Mike Bozeman said he 
wasn’t sure when she’d 
be available again.

Shipp’s knee has bothered 
her since the preseason, and 
the sophomore guard has 
played just 5 minutes all year. 
Head coach Mike Bozeman 
said she’ll see a knee special-
ist in the coming weeks, but 
he “can’t really expect her 
back,” this season.

Shi-Heria ShippKristin Aldridge

Erica ChandlerMegan Nipe

Kye Allums

For the third consecutive sea-
son, the men’s tennis team is pre-
dicted to finish first in the Atlan-
tic 10, while the women’s tennis 
team, coming off of its surprise 
run to the conference champion-
ships last season, is predicted to 
finish second in the A-10.

The men's tennis team will 
return all four of its all-confer-
ence selections from last sea-
son, including junior Ugur Ata-
lay and senior Eric Hannah and 
Chris Kushma, all of whom were 
named to the All-Atlantic 10 First 
Team last season. Senior Yan 
Levinski was named to the all-
conference second team.

The women's tennis team, 
which earned the fifth seed in 
the A-10 Tournament last season 
and rode it all the way to the Colo-
nials' first conference champion-
ship appearance since 1997, are 
led by 2010 Atlantic 10 Coach of 
the Year Dawn Buth. GW will also 
return junior Jacqueline Corba 
and sophomore Mimi Hamling, 
both of whom were named to 
the All-Atlantic 10 First Team last 
season, as well as sophomore 
Dorota Lysienia, who was an all-
conference second team selec-
tion last year.

Anne wernikoff | photo editor
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