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remembers Eric 
Fatla
The deceased law 
student was honored 
in a ceremony Friday. 
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Colonials' 
losing streak 
extends to 11
Women's basketball 
falls to La Salle 
Saturday.  
• Page 10

SPORTS NEWS

Obtaining a 4-RIDE may be-
come easier in the coming months, 
as the University works to finalize 
a contract to automate the shuttle 
service.

The automated service will 
allow students to request rides 
online or through a PDA – in ad-
dition to calling in. Those who re-
quest a ride will also receive text 
message notifications with esti-
mated arrival times if the new au-
tomation system is put in place. 

University officials hope the 
system will be installed before the 
end of the semester. 

Darrell Darnell – senior as-
sociate vice president for safety 
and security who's been heading 

up the discussion – said a GPS 
tracker will monitor vans, and 
dispatchers will use the mapping 
system to send vehicles based on 
their location.

Updating the technology will 
cost $30,000, Darnell said. The cost 
includes purchasing and installing 
the GW-customized equipment. 

Darnell said the goal is to 
pick up students with a reduced 
response time of 15 minutes 
within receiving their ride re-
quests, he said, but arrival time 
estimates will be provided via 
text in case there is a high vol-
ume of calls.

He added the automated sys-
tem “will hopefully make 4-RIDE 
a more user-friendly and efficient 
program for students and for 
[University Police Department].”

On average weeknights, 
4-RIDE shuttles about 350 riders, 
with about 400 using the service 
weekend nights.

Darnell added he estimates 
the new system will be imple-
mented within 90 days of the con-

tract period, but a start date has 
not yet been decided.

“It will start off as a pilot pro-
gram and we will solicit input 
from students in making adjust-
ments and improvements to the 
system,” Darnell said. u

Part-time Italian-language professor Di-
ego Fasolini is set to appear in federal court 
Tuesday, allowing his counsel to update the 
court on the progress of the professor’s plea 
agreement with the U.S. Attorney's Office. 

Fasolini, 42, his lawyer, Shawn Moore, 
and the U.S. Attorney prosecuting the case, 
David Kent, have been attempting to settle 
the case without a trial since the middle of 
November, but have yet to strike a deal. 

Fasolini was arrested in October after 
police found more than 100,000 images 
of child pornography on an external hard 
drive that Fasolini handed over to Student 

The University Honors Program 
will begin accepting rising sopho-
mores next fall, a reversal of a two-
year policy that barred everyone but 
incoming freshmen from entering the 
selective program. 

Admitted sophomores will be 
enrolled in an extensive catch-up 
course, but administrators said the 
new students – who have until Feb. 
25 to apply – will be on track to com-
plete the heavy workload. There are 
15 spots open for next fall.

The policy switch was made after 
extensive discussions between honors 
program faculty, students and other 
University officials, Executive Direc-
tor of the University Honors Program 
Maria Frawley said. 

“I’ve heard from various people 
in the admissions office and the dean 
of freshmen’s office about how de-
sirable it would be for students who 
choose GW to have a second chance 
at applying to the honors program,” 
Frawley said. “Either because they 
didn’t realize they had to apply at the 
point of their initial application or be-
cause they opted not to and regretted 
their decision.”

When the program adopted a rig-
orous new curriculum in 2007, ad-
mission was restricted to incoming 
freshmen because of a requirement 
mandating that a certain number of 
honors courses be completed by the 
end of sophomore year. 

“It’s going to be more competitive 
to get in as a rising sophomore,” Jar-
ed Meyer, the program’s communica-
tions coordinator, said. “They have a 
narrower window.”

More men accepted bids during 
the Interfraternity Council’s spring 
rush this year, even as two of the 
largest fraternities on campus sat 
out of rush activities.

The participating 14 chapters 
welcomed 111 new members after 
last week’s rush process, a slight in-
crease from the 100 men who joined 
last spring.

Interfraternity Council Presi-
dent Frank Gervasio said the turn-
out was a nice surprise, particularly 
because Pi Kappa Alpha and Sigma 
Phi Epsilon voluntarily chose not to 
participate in rush. Both organiza-

tions pled guilty to hazing charges 
last week.

Beta Theta Pi and Delta Tau Del-
ta, which only returned to campus 
in 2008, each gave out 15 bids – a 
rather large number for spring rush, 
which historically sees a smaller 
response than its fall counterpart. 
Beta has older roots on campus, but 
had been a relatively small chapter 
in recent years until it doubled its 
size in the fall by taking a whopping 
33-member pledge class. The spring 
haul continues the organization's 
rapid expansion.

“The heat was on to get the guys 
we want in four [rush] events,” 
President Nick Cantilo said. “Every-
one is just extremely excited. We’re 

seeing really great things happen, 
we’ve been talking for a long time 
about taking these kinds of numbers 
and showing everyone that Beta is a 
very serious chapter.”

Sigma Chi gave out 17 bids, the 
highest number of any IFC frater-
nity. Zeta Beta Tau and Pi Kappa Phi 
each gave out 10. Pi Kappa Phi is 
currently under investigation by the 
University, although officials have 
declined to comment on the nature 
of the allegations.

Partially in response to the re-
cent investigations, Gervasio said 
the IFC emphasized three main rules 
to ensure a smooth rush process.

Witnessing a revolution

Surrounded by a mass of pro-
testers in Cairo’s Tahrir Square, 
first-year graduate student Cory 
Ellis gripped his camera as wa-
ter cannons doused thousands of 
Egyptians on the first day of po-
litical protests last Tuesday.

Ellis was looking to document 
the revolution unfolding in Egypt, 
but his role as a bystander was 
transformed when police threw 
tear gas canisters into the crowd.

“I was basically suffocating 
after I came out of it. Tear gas isn’t 
an instant pain, it creeps up on 
you. You can run away from tear 
gas, but it’s still on you,” said El-
lis, who is in the Middle East stud-
ies graduate program.

Ellis said a group of Egyptians 
carried him to an alleyway, giv-
ing him smelling salts to keep him 
conscious.

“The Egyptian people saved 
my ass. They really helped me,” 
Ellis said. “They told me to go 
back to my country and tell the 
world."

Unrest has engulfed the coun-
try since Jan. 25, threatening Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak’s 30-year 
hold on the nation and making 
Egypt the epicenter of Middle 
East uprisings that have swept 
the region from Tunisia to Yemen 
this month.

The protests, fueled by social 
media before Facebook and Twit-
ter was shuttered by the govern-
ment Friday, are in response to 
Egypt's high poverty and unem-
ployment rates, as well as torture 
and corruption allegations against 
Mubarak's regime.

For many of the 14 GW stu-

dents who have watched their se-
mester abroad turn into a firsthand 
account of historic upheaval, the 
demonstrations mean lockdown 
in their apartment complexes on 
the outskirts of Cairo.

University spokeswoman 
Candace Smith said GW students 
are being advised to “remain in 
place,” while GW and program 
administrators in the country de-
velop a plan to bring the students 
home.

“Program administrators are 
working to identify options to 
bring our students back to the 
United States safely and as quick-

ly as possible,” 
Smith said.

The State 
Department re-
duced its diplo-
matic presence 
in Egypt Sunday, 

authorizing the voluntary de-
parture of dependents of diplo-
mats and non-essential workers, 
various media outlets reported. 
Neighboring Georgetown Uni-
versity is currently attempting 
to evacuate the students from its 
university out of the country.

Internet access was shut down 
in the country Friday, but GW is 
able to connect with students 
through landline telephones, 
Smith said. 

“We have advised our stu-
dents to take precautions to en-
sure their continued safety, in-
cluding avoiding demonstrations 

and staying in close contact with 
their parents and program admin-
istrators,” Smith said.

Though he was advised by 
program organizers to stay away 
from the protests and police, ju-
nior Ian Goldin also took to the 
streets last Tuesday as an observ-
er, but tried to avoid danger.

“I took cover that first day 
behind the pillar to take a photo-
graph of a demonstration and an 
Egyptian walking by me told me 
not to be afraid. I thought that was 
pretty powerful and symbolic for 
an Egyptian to tell an American in 
English not to be afraid,” Goldin 
said.

Goldin said he “stayed a safe 
distance” away from the riots, but 
could not pass up the opportunity 
to watch the riots unfold.

PHOTOs cOurTesy Of Ian gOldIn
Students studying abroad in Egypt have been advised to remain in place while GW and program coordinators develop a 
plan to bring them home. Protests errupted last Tuesday and escalted over the weekend.

As protests persist, University works to bring 14 students in Egypt home 

Honors 
program 
to admit 
sophomores

elIse aPelIan | HaTcHeT PHOTOgraPHer
Students will be able to request rides online, through a PDA or by calling in 
after 4-RIDE's shuttle services are automated this semester.

University finalizing 
4-RIDE automation
by lIanna HaVel
Hatchet Reporter

H
Watch as demonstrators protest 
outside the White House in 
support of Egypt's revolution.
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Spring rush numbers increase

Plea deal  
imminent in 
child porn case

"I took cover that first day behind the pillar to take a photograph of a demonstration and an Egyptian 
walking by me told me not to be afraid.”

Ian goldIn
Junior
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Cabinet officials to unveil 
dietary guidelines at GW

IN BrIef

H

raaja Yoga Club meeting
Relax after the first month back 
at school with yoga and free 
vegetarian food. 
GW Hillel 
• 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Dean-Gingrich debate
Watch potential 2012 Republican presidential 
candidate Newt Gingrich face off against 
Democrat Howard Dean at a College 
Democrats-College Republicans debate. 
Lisner Auditorium Center • 7:30 p.m.

Monday
The Kalb report
Listen to the New York Times’ executive 
editor and Washington bureau chief detail 
the activities of a newsroom with legendary 
journalist Marvin Kalb. 
The National Press Club • 8 to 9:15 p.m.

Women’s foreign Policy Group fair 
Senior level women in the international 
relations field will offer advice on 
landing internships and jobs. 
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom 
• 6 to 9 p.m.

WednesdayTuesday

ON The WeB www.gwhatchet.com

auDIO slIDeshOW
Egypt protests in D.C.

GW students and others gathered in 
D.C. in support of those in Egypt.

auDIO slIDeshOW
Foggy Bottom Bonnaroo

A group of GW bands played a show in 
the Mitchell Hall Theater Friday night.

auDIO slIDeshOW
Remembering Eric Fatla

Family, friends and staff gathered to 
remember the deceased law student. 

jaNuarY – feBruarY

GaBrIella DemCzuK | haTCheT PhOTOGraPher
Demonstrators at the White House Saturday voiced support for the revolution unfolding in Egypt. The protesters, holding Egyptian flags and anti-Muba-
rak signs, came out as the violence against the protesters in Cairo escalated over the weekend. 
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Two secretaries from the Obama ad-
ministration will be on campus Monday 
to unveil the government’s freshest rec-
ommendations for healthy eating.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
and Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius will 
outline the 2010 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans at the Jack Morton Auditori-
um, but the presentation of the updated 
food pyramid is expected to be met with 
protests for a simplified system. 

Unsatisfied with government ac-
tion on obesity, a group of doctors and 
dieticians have launched a campaign 
demanding a healthy alternative to the 
Department of Agriculture’s confusing 
MyPyramid – a pyramid diagram that 
outlines the amount and types of food 
Americans should consume in order to 
lead a healthy lifestyle. 

The doctors, led by Neal Barnard, 
M.D., president of the Physicians Com-
mittee for Responsible Medicine, pro-
tested outside the White House last 
week and sent letters to President Barack 
Obama and Vilsack calling on them to re-
place MyPyramid with the Power Plate. 

The plate-shaped graphic – devel-
oped by the PCRM – is divided into four 
food groups: fruits, vegetables, grains, 
and legumes. PCRM members say the 
color-coded plate is easier to understand 
than the redesigned pyramid.

Sebelius and Vilsack will announce 
the new guidelines, which outline ways 
to promote health and reduce the risk of 
obesity through nutritional and physical 
activity guidelines, at Jan. 31 at 10 a.m.

UPD is prepared to provide addi-
tional security for the event if necessary, 
University spokeswoman Candace Smith 
said.

–andrea Vittorio

231 1
Happy 22nd 

Birthday to The 
Hatchet’s metro 

news editor

AMY
D’ONOFRIO
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The School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences received 
more than 14,500 applications 
this year, continuing a decade-
long increase in students seek-
ing admission to the school.

The number of first-round 
applications submitted to the 
school rose by almost 500 ap-
plications to 14,649, while 
secondary applications rose 
to 10,616. The school received 
10,589 secondary applications 
last year. 

The highly competitive 
application process for the 
University’s medical school 
involves a preliminary Ameri-
can Medical College Applica-
tion Service application and 
a secondary application  dis-
tributed by GW's admissions 
office.

The numbers represent a 
3.4 percent increase in first-
round applications. Medical 

school applications increased 
nationwide at an average of 
2.5 percent.

Applications to GW’s 
medical school have been on 
the rise since at least 2000. 

“I would assume that this 
trend is due to a number of 
factors that include economic 
conditions,” Director of GW 
Medical School Admissions 
Ava Flores said. 

With just 177 available 
spots, the school can accept 
about 1 percent of this year’s 
applicants. 

To accommodate the 
growing number of appli-
cants, 15 new medical schools 
have applied for preliminary 
accreditation in the U.S. as of 
October 2010. The number of 
medical school graduates is 
also expected to increase by 
7,000 students per year over 
the next decade, according to 
a report from the Association 
of American Medical Col-
leges. u

University Police De-
partment officers appre-
hended two subjects after 
they allegedly attempted to 
steal thousands of dollars' 
worth of property from 
students’ rooms in Mitchell 
Hall Thursday night.

Both suspects – who are 
unaffiliated with GW – en-
tered Mitchell at about 6 
p.m., following behind stu-
dents who were entering the 
building. The suspects then 
entered unlocked rooms 
and attempted to steal 
more than $3,200 worth of 
electronics, jewelry, bags 
and purses, according to a 
news release.

At about 6:20 p.m., a 
female student left her 
residence hall room door 
unlocked while she visited 
the 7-Eleven store adjacent 
to the dorm, according to 
police reports. When she 
returned, the suspect was 

in her room and holding 
her property – a MacBook 
Pro laptop and a Burberry 
watch. 

The student stood in 
front of her doorway, block-
ing the suspect’s path, and 
called for help, but the sus-
pect fled down the stairs. 
UPD officers caught him in 
the lobby, holding the stu-
dent's laptop charger and 
watch, according to the re-
lease.

The suspect is described 
as a bald, black 58-year-old 
male suspect, at 5 feet 9 
inches. No names were pro-
vided in the Metropolitan 
Police report. 

The second suspect, a 
black 39-year-old female, 
was holding an elevator 
for the male suspect, and 
was later arrested by a 
UPD officer a block away 
from Mitchell at 19th and 
F streets, according to the 
reports.

After the suspects were 
caught, Metropolitan Police 

Department officers asked 
a student, who previously 
reported a missing laptop, 
to identify the recovered 
property, according to the 
reports. Her laptop was re-
covered.

Officers also found a 
debit or credit card in the 
female suspect’s sock, ac-
cording to the reports.

The total number of 
rooms the burglars actually 
entered is still unknown, 
according to the release.

“This incident is a re-
minder to students to be 

vigilant about entering and 
exiting residence halls and 
avoid[ing] assisting un-
known persons entering 
the building,” UPD Chief 
Kevin Hay said in the re-
lease.

Campus thefts like these 
are on the rise. Last year, the 
number of reported thefts 
on campus inched 2 percent 
higher than the year before, 
reaching 404 thefts by De-
cember. In comparison to 
previous fall terms, last 
semester saw a 27 percent 
spike in thefts. u

by priya aNaNd
Assistant News Editor

The company tasked with 
running J Street and Pelham 
Commons unveiled plans for 
a “Meatless Monday” – an 
initiative to have a vegetar-
ian-based entrée on the din-
ing halls' menus each week.

Sodexo hopes to have the 
program running in each of 
the 650 college campuses it 
caters by the fall, according 
to its website, and several 
dozen colleges are already 
participating, including 
nearby George Mason Uni-
versity. A  Sodexo official 
said GW  is still mulling 
over whether or not to par-
ticipate.

“It’s something that we’re 
talking about right now,” Sam 
Ramos, the general manager 

of Sodexo services at GW, 
said. “We are discussing it.”

The switch would only 
affect the Sodexo-run areas 
of J Street – not the outside 
contractors – and would not 
eliminate all meats from the 
dining areas. The company 
would instead offer one veg-
etarian entrée along side the 
regular fare.

Melissa Eddison, presi-
dent of the Food Justice Al-
liance, said the University 
should give the new option 
a try.

“I think it would be a 
good opportunity for stu-
dents to explore new experi-
ences,” Eddison said. “They 
should embrace Meatless 
Monday and try and be cre-
ative with their choices of 
food.”

Other students agreed 
that bringing more vegetar-
ian options to campus would 
be a good idea.

“I think it’s a good thing, 
especially for students who 
have J Street money and want 
healthier choices,” Michelle 
Joseph, a senior, said. u

Medical school 
sees app increase
by daNielle soliNski
Hatchet Reporter

FraNCis riVera | CoNTriBUTiNG pHoTo ediTor
The company that runs J Street and Pelham Commons plans to offer a 
vegetarian-based meal each week at its subsidiaries around the country.

by asHley larkiN
Hatchet Reporter

Sodexo launches 
'Meatless Monday'
University may 
sign on to weekly 
vegetarian option

UPD nabs alleged Mitchell Hall thieves
"This incident is a reminder to students 

to be vigilant about... assisting unknown 
persons entering the building."

kevin hay
Chief

University Police Department

Expected acceptance 
rate for the School of 
Medicine and Health 

Scinces for the  
2011- 2012 academic 

year.

The medical school can 
accept about 1 percent 

of its applicants.

GrapHiC By Cory weiNBerG               soUrCe: sCHool oF MediCiNe aNd HealTH sCieNCes

Multimedia Reporters 
Wanted

Learn to produce the videos, web content 
and audio slideshows that are the cutting 

edge of journalism.

Email web@gwhatchet.com
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H
QuotAbLe "The Egyptian people saved my ass. They really helped me."

–Cory Ellis, a graduate student studying in Cairo, on the Egyptians who carried him away 
from a cloud of tear gas. 
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StAff editoriAL

While a canceled meeting and miscom-
munication is irresponsible and a poor de-
cision, the Jan. 27, staff editorial, “Putting 
SA Duties First” made an irresponsible 
claim that Student Association Finance 
Chair Chris Clark intentionally and ma-
liciously decided to skip a meeting with 
students.

This is untrue and should be correct-
ed.

What should be addressed is that Clark 
has completely turned the [SA] Finance 
Committee around from what it was last 
year. The Finance Committee has com-
municated more effectively and allocated 

fairly and quickly to deserving student or-
ganizations. 

What happened last Tuesday was 
wrong, but the entire Finance Committee 
is at fault, not just Clark. But remember, we 
are all just students, and we need to stop 
taking things so seriously. What students 
seem to forget is that leaders in the SA and 
other student orgs do have appointments 
and responsibilities outside of their lead-
ership roles. We all have the same desire 
to manage academics and extracurriculars, 
but that’s not always the case. So in fol-
lowing the instructions of one of the online 
comments to the staff editorial, I’m urging 
everyone to relax and let the kid, or any-
one else, have a beer.

Travis Holler
–The writer is the vice chair of the SA 

Finance Committee.

I was a bit surprised by the decision Stu-
dent Judicial Services reached at the 
conclusion of its investigation into the 

Greek-life community’s numerous allega-
tions of hazing. Surprised, I think, and a 
little bit confused.

To be fair, this could all be my fault. You 
see, my personal belief was that when GW 
said it has “zero tolerance” for hazing, it 
meant that organizations that were found to 
have hazed would not be allowed on cam-
pus. As it is now, those organizations were 
found to have hazed and, hey, they’re still 
here!

So maybe it isn’t a “zero-tolerance” 
thing. Maybe it’s a “little-bit-of-tolerance” 
thing. Someone put that in the brochures.

I can’t comment on the factual nature of 
the complaints that were filed. I don’t know 
the negotiations, which occurred between 
GW, the national fraternities and 
the chapters involved. All I know 
for sure is the following: At some 
point, hazing was alleged. GW 
looked into the allegations, and 
found that hazing had occurred. 
Then, GW issued a reprimand, 
the consequences of which did 
not include the accused organiza-
tions being removed from cam-
pus.

How ridiculous is this? Haz-
ing is the worst thing a fraternity or sorority 
can do. GW claims to have no tolerance for 
the act. Dean of Students Peter Konwerski 
called the behavior “unacceptable.” Perhaps 
I’m missing something here, but it certainly 
looks like it’s been accepted. 

How else are we supposed to read this 
decision? GW found evidence of hazing, 
and GW allowed the organizations to con-
tinue to exist. I’d say that’s at least a sliver 
of acceptance.  

This is a weasely and regrettably tep-
id response from our administration. Oh, 
they’re on social probation! And they can’t 
live in their buildings! Oh, the humanity!

Supporters of the University’s decision 
will undoubtedly proclaim the punishment 
fits the crime. This was just the work of a 
few bad apples gone too far, they’ll say. 

Spare me. This is what we always hear from 
those who think their only crime was get-
ting caught.

It is the responsibility of the administra-
tion to create and maintain a set of rules and 
severe punishments for breaking those rules. 
It is the responsibility of the administration 
to ensure there is a severe disincentive for 
Greek-life organizations to engage in hazing 
activities. And it is, above all, the responsi-
bility of the administration to foster an en-

vironment where students know 
their university takes hazing seri-
ously. In the University's decision, 
the student body was failed on all 
three counts.

GW must make an effort to find 
and punish hazing anywhere it ex-
ists – and not just in the Greek-life 
community. Of course, prosecution 
requires some measure of proof 
and, so often, we hear allegations 
without anything to back them up. 

That’s why it’s so disappointing that in this 
case, when the University obviously had 
enough evidence to prove that hazing oc-
curred, it still declined to make the right call.

We are all extremely lucky that, in this 
case, there was no lasting damage. Students 
elsewhere have died from hazing, and I’m 
grateful we didn’t experience anything on 
that level of tragedy. But if GW was actually 
serious about preventing hazing, there was 
a clear decision to be made. It chose instead 
to shirk that responsibility and make a deci-
sion sure to satisfy no one but the organi-
zations, which got away with hazing. In the 
future, we must hope for a firmer constitu-
tion.

–The writer, a senior major in political 
science, is a Hatchet columnist and member of 

the Sigma Chi fraternity. 

Crimes and weak punishments

Logan Dobson 

Columnist

Letter to the editor

An irresponsible claim 
against Chris Clark

Maybe it isn’t a “zero-tolerance” 
thing. Maybe it’s a “little -bit-of-

tolerance” thing.

Sometimes it seems as though there is a 
gap between the needs of the student 
body and the actions of the University 

administration. From the major on-campus 
issues we think require principal priority 
(see: Gelman Library) to the less substan-
tial but still gripe-worthy inconveniences 
(see: GWireless 
timeouts), the im-
portance of having 
a student-to-admin-
istration messenger 
is great. 

GW’s best-kept 
secret is that the 
Student Association 
is tasked with that 
exact role. 

An SA senator 
cannot guarantee 
free printing on 
campus. An SA sen-
ator cannot single-
handedly resolve the alcohol amnesty pol-
icy’s inconsistencies. A member of the SA 
will not, because of his or her own power, 
make the food in J Street taste better.

But he or she can ask the administra-
tion to do so. In fact, that is one of the only 
substantive responsibilities we vest in SA 
members with our votes. 

The SA is the student lobbying arm of 
the University. Its members have access 
to hard-to-reach administrators and their 
harder-to-find time. At these meetings, ef-
fective SA members can solicit improve-
ments or inform the campus higher-ups 
of student concerns. The SA is the student 
body’s conduit — it is required to have a 
keen understanding of concerns, cull stu-
dent suggestions and rally for or on our be-
half in appointments with administrators.

But if the upcoming SA election looks 
anything like those of the past, candi-
dates won’t tell you that. In fact, dear vot-
ers, they might instead advertise that if 
you help elect them, you will in turn find 
SmarTrip on your GWorld.  

The SA does not wield that kind of 
power. 

Its responsibility on campus is to sin-
gularly serve as a liaison between the 
greater student body and the University 
administration. SA hopefuls are aware 
of that, and those who are not are mis-
guided about the powers of their desired 
positions.

Campaign websites often inconspicu-
ously disappear from the Web after elec-
tions conclude so that SA candidates can’t 
be held accountable by the student body. 
The revolving-door organization thrives 
on the fact that the student body quickly 
forgets that SA members cannot make 
good on their campaign promises.

As elections creep closer, those prom-
ises will dominate campaign platforms. 
Freshmen are particular targets of this 
false advertising, as they are guaranteed 
improved dining by almost every candi-
date. But the SA cannot improve dining. 
What it can do is solicit improved dining 
from the administration. Candidates who 
know that freshmen comprise a huge po-
tential electorate and are swayed by only 
a few key issues, will exploit that easy 
vote anyway. 

SA candidates have always told pro-
spective voters they will do things that 
they can’t. It’s politics. But when they do, 
they are lying to the student body. Candi-
dates should be honest in their platforms 
and not make commitments they know 
very well they cannot keep.  

Next month, when the time comes for 
you to cast a vote for SA senators and ex-
ecutives, choose the candidate who is hon-
est with his or her limitations. Vote for the 
person who knows that he or she is a lob-
byist, not a lawmaker, and promises to be 
the best possible student voice. Go with 
the candidate who has done his or her re-
search and knows a great deal about the 
important issues. It won’t sound sexy, but 
it will be sensible. 

I emphasize this because too few stu-
dents understand what it means to be an 
SA member and so are disappointed by 
the lack of substantive changes it can ef-
fect. The actual objective of the SA is a 
critical element of the campus, but it’s 
different from the politician’s promise. It 
is our job to vote for the student who we 
believe can best curate our concerns and 
advocate on our behalf. 

An SA that devotes its short time in 
office to collaborating and creating the 
best possible lobbying strategy is needed 
now. That is what the voter should expect 
from a candidate. No more, no less.

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in 
journalism, is The Hatchet's contributing 

opinions editor.

Choose the 
candid SA 
candidate You may remember hearing that a 

friend of a friend knew of a fraternity 
member who died after drinking too 
much. Or that your roommate found 
out that multiple sororities forced their 
pledges to do cocaine. Or that this one 
fraternity pledge’s heart stopped for 2 
minutes, and he was later revived – only 
to go back to his game of beer pong.

These stories are blatant rumors. 
But they have dominated conversations 
across campus for the past few months. 
We hoped that when the University an-
nounced punishments for Greek-life 
organizations after investigating alle-
gations of hazing, University officials 
would also release specific details sur-
rounding these crimes.

But this did not happen.
Instead, months after the rumors 

originally surfaced, the majority of stu-
dents still don’t actually know what 
happened last semester. What incidents 
compelled the University to investi-
gate these chapters? Do the punish-
ments these chapters received fit their 
crimes? 

Administrators involved in the in-
vestigations – Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents and Director of Student Judicial 
Services Tara Pereira, Director of the 
Student Activities Center Tim Miller 
and Greek-life Director Christina Wit-
kowicki – need to release more details 
about the hazing. It is not enough to al-
lude to the fact that the hazing was al-
cohol-related. Details including where 
the hazing took place, how many mem-
bers were involved and, most impor-
tantly, what occurred, need to reach the 
student body.

If the University is to hold the guilty 
chapters accountable and deter simi-
lar incidents of hazing in the future, 
administrators should not keep quiet 
about what occurred. Students have a 
right to know more about these inci-
dents of hazing.

The University has a responsibility 
to uphold its policy of zero-tolerance 
for hazing. Losing a house is of course a 
serious punishment for what we would 
assume to be a serious hazing infrac-
tion. But another facet of any zero-
tolerance policy should be to publicize 
the crimes. The added pressure of orga-
nizations’ actions going public should 
force students to stop before partaking 
in anything that would be considered 
hazing. 

If the University makes the details 
of hazing infractions public, it will 
quash the rumor mill. It will provide 
more insight into the process by which 
administrators arrived at the punish-
ments for these crimes. It would benefit 
all student organizations on campus be-
cause they would have a better under-
standing of the consequences for the ac-
tions of what may be a few individuals. 
It would also fundamentally share this 
information with those who deserve to 
know it – the student body.

This has been a lengthy process that 
has spanned two semesters so far, and 
now that the University has announced 
the repercussions of hazing, it is disap-
pointing it did not share what actually 
occurred. But this situation can be recti-
fied, and the University has a respon-
sibility to release this information im-
mediately.

Make hazing details 
less hazy

Last Thursday, the editorial board of 
The Hatchet made a mistake when pub-
lishing, “Putting SA duties first,” (Jan. 
27, 2011, pg. 4). For that mistake, we are 
sorry.

We maintain our original and in-
tended opinion. Chris Clark is a seri-
ous contender for Student Association 
president; he should have thought about 
the student organization leaders that 
were coming to the meeting and notified 
them beforehand of his alternate plans. 
The job of SA president is taxing, non-
stop and involves having a vigilant eye 
for detail. Clark must be able to show his 
ability to handle those strains before as-
suming office.

That being said, our staff editorial 
mistakenly gave the impression that 
Clark canceled the meeting so he could 
go to McFadden’s. This is untrue, and 
we apologize for the error. In the future, 
the editorial board pledges to be more 
careful. In preparing to write this edito-
rial, the ed board contacted Clark and 
sourced its facts from people outside of 
The Hatchet. We had two sources con-
firming this happened – in line with the 
most basic rule of journalism. We still, 
however, failed to adequately convey 
what we knew into an accurate staff edi-
torial. 

Correcting 'Putting SA 
duties first'

Annu 
Subramanian 

Contributing  
Editor

These elected students 
are primarily liasons
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Almost one-third of the full-
time professors in the School of 
Media and Public Affairs are ei-
ther retiring or leaving for sabbati-
cal beginning next fall, forcing the 
school to hire new faculty.

Four long-serving professors – 
Kim Gross, Kerric Harvey, Albert 
May and Patricia Phalen – will be 
leaving in either the upcoming fall 
or spring semesters for sabbatical, 
while three other professors will 
retire from SMPA next year.

On average, three of the 
school’s full-time faculty members 
are away on sabbatical during any 
given year, SMPA’s Communica-
tions Director Samara Sit said. 
Next year, seven faculty members 
will leave, but only three will be 
away during each semester be-
cause of alternating sabbatical 
schedules, in addition to the pro-
fessors retiring. Sit declined to 

comment on the professors who 
would be retiring. 

Despite their absence, all of 
the core classes taught by these 
professors will still be offered, Sit 
said. 

On her yearlong sabbatical, 
Gross, who is the associate direc-

tor of SMPA, will continue her 
research on media framing and 
emotion. After already publishing 
several papers and performing ex-
perimental work in relation to her 
studies, Gross will examine how 
the media frames stories and ap-
peals to human emotion, as well 

as how media framing shapes 
public opinion.

May will take sabbatical for 
the fall semester only. He will con-
duct a research project focusing 
on how Congress and the federal 
government utilize social media.

Phalen will conduct research at 
the Media Management and Trans-
formation Center at Jönköping 
University in Sweden during her 
sabbatical next year. Phalen will 
give seminars for doctoral students 
and collaborate on research proj-
ects with professors at the center 
who study current questions about 
media and technology. 

“The idea is to bring the expe-
riences and research into the class-
room when we get back so that 
our students benefit from the time 
we spend away from campus,” 
Phalen said.

Phalen received the invitation 
to study at the center last year 
during the World Media Econom-
ics and Management Conference 
in Bogota, Colombia.

Full-time faculty members are 
eligible for sabbatical after teach-
ing for seven years. 

Sit said the school is unable to 
comment at this time on the hiring 
process. u

Student ANC members fight for student, campus rights

student assaulted in 
Georgetown

A junior was allegedly assaulted 
Tuesday evening after visiting two bars 
in Georgetown, according to Metropoli-
tan Police Department documents.

The student was assaulted at the 900 
block of 23rd Street, according to an MPD 
report, and sustained a laceration to the 
back of his head, “abrasions” to both 
knees and a “knot” on his forehead. 

University Police Department Chief 
Kevin Hay said the student was at Mc-
Fadden’s Restaurant and Saloon just off 
campus and Third Edition, a George-
town bar, earlier that night.

“The victim could not remember any 
details of the assault other than it hap-
pened somewhere in Georgetown,” ac-
cording to an e-mail sent out to an MPD 
community listserv. 

The victim arrived at his room cov-
ered in blood at about 10 p.m. and told 
his roommate he was “jumped some-
where in Georgetown.” He was subse-
quently transported to GW Hospital, ac-
cording to the e-mail.

There are currently no suspects 
for the assault but the case is open, ac-
cording to the report. The victim did 
not respond to a request for comment.  

–Laura shuey-Kostelac

One-third of full-time 
faculty to retire, 
take sabbatical
by meGaN moore
Hatchet Reporter

With ongoing battles at 
Georgetown and American 
universities over campus ex-
pansion, two undergradu-
ate students are in the mix as 
elected officials, trying to make 
a better name for students in 
often-strained university and 
community relations.

Georgetown University 
sophomore Jake Sticka and 
American University fresh-
man Deon Jones were elected 
last fall to serve on their respec-
tive Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions. GW – which 
is continuing to implement 
a 20-year campus plan – has 
no student representative to 
voice student opinions on its 
ANC.

Sticka and Jones, both 19, 
said they want to give students 
a voice at ANC meetings, 
where neighbors often vilify 
students as loud, rowdy and 
a nuisance to the neighbor-
hood. Recently, a neighbor in 
Georgetown said Georgetown 
University has turned the area 

into a “student ghetto.”
“I think a lot of the rhetoric 

that we hear from neighbors is 
that students aren’t part of the 
community,” Sticka said. “I 
don’t think that’s fair at all.”

Both Sticka and Jones said 
they are supportive of their 
respective university campus 
plans, and made it clear that 
administrators don’t influence 
their decisions on the ANC. 

“For me what it’s really 
about is representing student 
interests,” Sticka said. 

When it comes to repre-
senting students and neigh-
bors, Jones said he sees him-
self as being “right in the 
middle.” 

He said he understands 
the neighbors who don’t want 
to lose value in their property. 

“I think as far as expansion, 
the good outweighs the bad,” 
Jones said of AU’s campus 
plan. He said the development 
of AU can help increase the 
university’s national appeal. 

Jones said his campaign 
helped bring awareness to the 
ANC, and he plans to tackle 
issues like noise violations.

“We’re here for four years 
and it really becomes your 
home,” Jones said of D.C. col-
lege students and why their 
voices should be represented 
on the neighborhood comis-
sions.

Even if students are repre-
sented on the ANC, Sticka said 
students' voices are diluted by 
the way ANC districts are ger-
rymandered. Single-member 
districts of ANCs typically 
represent about 2,000 people, 
though Sticka said his district 
– ANC 2E – includes 6,000 stu-

dents. His seat, however, has 
been safely held by a George-
town University student since 
1996.

At AU, Jones represents 
the southern half of his cam-
pus and residential area, 
while another commissioner 
represents the north side. 
GW’s Mount Vernon Campus 
is represented by a different 
member of ANC 3D as well.

In Foggy Bottom, GW’s 
campus is split among three 
single-member districts out 
of the six in ANC 2A, none of 
which are represented by GW 
students. While Sticka and 
Jones advocate for student 
desires at their local neighbor-
hood meetings, in Foggy Bot-
tom few GW students, if any, 
are in attendance when neigh-
bors bring up problems with 
student behavior or other is-
sues.

Asher Corson, a current 
commissioner of ANC 2A and 
Foggy Bottom Association 
president, was GW’s last stu-
dent to serve on the ANC. He 
was first elected in 2006 dur-
ing his senior year.

Though he’s an alumnus, 
Corson oftentimes sides with 
residents against GW initia-
tives. Despite his position 
against the University in some 
instances, he said he is support-
ive of student participation.

“I think it would be great 
to see [students] at ANC 
meetings,” he said. “I think 
students are only given GW’s 
perspective... it’s an oppor-
tunity to hear the neighbor-
hood’s perspective on issues.”

While students don’t often 
voice their opinions at ANC 
meetings, GW officials have a 
continuing dialogue with the 
ANC over implementation of 
campus plans. Recent projects 
under discussion include the 
new Science and Engineering 
Complex and Law Learning 
Center.

The University also holds 
its own public meetings with 
residents in a group known as 
FRIENDS. When the Univer-
sity was attempting to pass 
its 20-year campus plan, it 
started a student-run group 
to help voice student approval 
over projects without students 

needing to be elected officials. 
The group – Campaign GW – 
is still in operation today.

Britany Waddell, director 
of Community Relations, said 
everyone in the GW commu-
nity is encouraged to attend 
these meetings, and students 
are encouraged to be engaged 
members of the community.

She said off-campus is-
sues “can best be addressed 
through open dialogue with 
all interested and involved 
parties, including students 
and neighborhood groups.”

AU will present a draft of 
its campus plan to Jones’ ANC 
Feb. 2. There will be an op-
portunity for public comment 
for the plan Feb. 9. On Feb. 22, 
Jones and the other commis-
sioner representing part of AU, 
Tom Smith, will have a town-
hall meeting about the plan. 

The next step for Sticka’s 
ANC is working on an internal 
report addressing the campus 
plan, and Sticka said at its Feb. 
28 meeting the ANC is expect-
ed to pass a resolution about 
the plan that will be sent to the 
Board of Zoning. u

by amy d'oNofrio
Metro News Editor

SMPa to lose seven professors next year

"I think a lot of the 
rhetoric that we 

hear from neighbors 
is that students 

aren't part of the 
community."

Jake sticka
ANC Commissioner 

fraNcis rivera | coNtributiNG photo editor
With four professors leaving for sabbatical and three professors retiring begin-
ning next fall, the School of Media and Public Affairs must hire new faculty.
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GW is lobbying to up the num-
ber of beds in two townhouses on 
campus currently used for soror-
ity housing.

University officials are also 
seeking to amend the 20-year cam-
pus plan in order to enable GW to 
use a third townhouse as space for 
the GW Law School.

The Foggy Bottom and West 

End Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission proposed no objec-
tion to the amendment, and GW 
must now file an application for 
the amendment to the D.C. Zon-
ing Commission.

The two F Street townhouses 
would be for residential, campus 
life or athletic use. 

University spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard said the amend-
ment will allow the houses to in-
clude additional on-campus beds 
“beyond what is permitted as a 
matter of right [and/or] provide 
related program and meeting 
space for student organizations 
and activities.” 

University spokeswoman 
Candace Smith said the town-

houses have up to six residents 
each, and there aren’t any plans 
for additional renovations for the 
properties, which aren’t connect-
ed inside.

“The leases are assigned as 
part of the [Greek-life] housing 
assignment,” Smith said.

Sherrard said allocations for 
housing for Greek-life organiza-
tions are reviewed when lease 
terms expire.

As for the G Street townhouse, 
Sherrard said GW plans to reno-
vate and join 2000, 2002 and 2004 
G St. into a single building for 
the Law School. The addition will 
“create space efficiency and also 
add interior handicap accessibil-
ity.”

Exteriors of the townhouses 
will remain under the stipulations 
of the Historic Preservation Plan in 
the campus plan, Sherrard added. 

She said a “minor modifica-
tion” will be made to GW’s al-
ready approved development 
plan in conjunction with the pro-
posed amendment. 

At a Jan. 19 ANC meeting, GW 
officials presented the proposed 
amendment, and the ANC voted 
5-0 to pass a motion for no objec-
tion to the proposal. The commis-
sion wasn’t in favor of allowing 
the University to have more flex-
ibility when it came to future ac-
quisitions, however.

ANC chair Rebecca Coder 
said  the ANC “did not support 

providing open-ended acquisition 
of properties within the campus, 
which was the other part of the 
request.”

Coder added, “I didn’t feel 
we had enough of an understand-
ing of what this open-ended on-
campus acquisition strategy meant 
nor where these properties were 
located.” 

Some neighbors suggested that 
off-campus fraternities be housed 
in the F Street townhouses current-
ly occupied by Phi Sigma Sigma.

“There seems to be a prefer-
ence from [Greek-life] organiza-
tions and residential neighbors 
for an on-campus solution near 
other [Greek-life] organizations,” 
Coder said. u

University seeks to amend Foggy Bottom Campus Plan
GW looks to up the 
number of beds in two 
sorority townhouses
by jeff richards
Hatchet Staff Writer

Residents protest new Watergate trees

The historic Water-
gate complex, perhaps best 
known for a 1972 break-in 
that led to President Rich-
ard Nixon’s resignation, 
now faces a seemingly less 
dramatic dilemma: the in-
stallment of sycamore trees 
that may threaten the scenic 
views and pricey property 
values of the residence. 

Later this week, the Na-
tional Capital Planning Com-
mission will decide whether 
to keep nine newly planted 
trees, interspersed along 
the recently completed path 
that stretches between the 
Thompson Boat Center and 

the Kennedy Center, in front 
of the Watergate.

Some residents fear the 
new trees will obstruct their 
Potomac River views and 
voiced their concerns ear-
lier this month at a National 
Capital Planning Commis-
sion meeting regarding the 
positioning of the new trees.

The National Park Ser-
vice, while listening to 
neighborhood concerns 
about the trees, is standing 
behind the planting of the 
sycamores.

“The main purpose of 
these sycamore trees is for 
historical accuracy. The 
trees’ root system will also 
provide some added ben-
efits, including the preven-
tion of soil erosion,” park 
service spokesman Bill Line 
said. 

He added this plan is not 
entirely new. 

“There has been a plan 
that dates back to the 1930s 
that shows and demon-

strates that there have been 
large sycamore trees in this 
location. The National Park 
Service is making every ef-
fort to be historically accu-
rate to what has been there,” 
Line said.

Yet not all residents 
share the same sentiment 
expressed by Line and the 
park service. 

“Sycamores grow slowly 
and they are deciduous, so 
you will still be able to see 
the river all winter and fall,” 
a male resident of Water-
gate’s East building, who 
wished to remain anony-
mous, said. “But many of 
my neighbors are quite 
upset. They believe it will 
greatly devalue our prop-
erty, and as a resident of 
a higher floor, I hear fears 
from my neighbors that their 
views will be completely ob-
structed.”

The park service’s plans 
for Phase III of the George-
town Waterfront Park de-

velopment include a resur-
faced asphalt bikeway, a 
new asphalt-tile pedestrian 
promenade, new tree plant-
ings and other site enhance-
ments, along with the syca-
more trees.

Caroline Simon, an up-
per-floor resident of the Wa-
tergate, voiced support for 
the cherry tree option.

“If I had to vote, I would 
put more cherry blossom 
trees. They’re so beautiful in 
the spring,” Simon said.

Stephen Staudigl, a 
spokesman for the National 
Capital Planning Commis-
sion, said last month seven 
residents testified on the is-
sue and others submitted 
comments.

“We anticipate that 
members of the public will 
once again weigh-in regard-
ing this project during our 
February meeting,” he said.

The National Capital 
Planning Commission’s 
meeting is set for Feb. 3. u

by michael schumpp
Hatchet Reporter

Napolitano announces 
alert system at GW

gabriella demczuk | hatchet phOtOgrapher
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano formally 
announced a new, two-tiered alert system in a speech Thursday.

U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security Janet Napoli-
tano formally announced 
the color-coded national se-
curity alert system currently 
utilized by the country will 
be replaced with a new, 
two-tiered alert system.

Outlined in the first-ever 
“State of America’s Home-
land Security” address, Na-
politano said the new system 
will alert those potentially 
affected by a threat, and la-
bel that threat as elevated or 
immanent.

Napolitano, speaking 
in the Jack Morton Audito-
rium, also said a joint effort 
among the government and 
the public is essential to pro-
tect American soil.

“The kinds of threats we 
now face demonstrate that 
our homeland security is a 
shared responsibility and 
that only a whole nation ap-
proach will bring us to the 
level of security and resilien-
cy we require,” Napolitano 
said.

She emphasized the “If 
You See Something, Say 
Something” and “Suspi-
cious Activity Reporting” 
campaigns, saying it is ev-
eryone’s responsibility to 
spot potentially dangerous 
activity. 

“The threats we face to-
day are real, they are persis-
tent and they are evolving 

rapidly,” she said, specifical-
ly referencing threats from 
Al Qaeda, Yemen, Arabian 
Peninsula and homegrown 
terrorism.

Napolitano and the 
Obama administration have 
been increasingly forced to 
look inward when attempt-
ing to prevent terrorism. In 
the last three years, there has 
been more attention given to 
U.S. citizens who have joined 
with terrorist organizations 
abroad. The secretary said 
two dozen U.S. citizens have 
been arrested on terror-relat-
ed charges within the past 
two years.

“The arrests of an in-
creasing number of U.S. 
persons on terror-related 
charges in the last two years 
means that we must work 
beyond that [foreign] para-
digm,” she said. “The hard 
work of securing the U.S. 
homeland stretches from 
the mountains of Afghani-
stan, Pakistan and other far-
off places, all the way back 
to the main streets of our 
smallest hometowns,” she 
said.

Napolitano used her 
platform to tell students the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, National Guard, 
law enforcement and intel-
ligence need their help.

“We want a new genera-
tion of Americans to join the 
fight against a new genera-
tion of threats,” she said. u

by reid daveNpOrt
Hatchet Staff Writer

The GW community 
gathered to celebrate the life 
of Eric Fatla – a first-year law 
student who passed away 
late December – Friday eve-
ning in the Jack Morton Au-
ditorium.

Fatla, 26, died after fall-
ing down a two-story flight 
of stairs Christmas Eve while 
in Chicago visiting his fam-
ily during winter break. His 
father, Ed Fatla, found him at 
the bottom of the stairs at the 
Union League Club where 
they were dining, after he ex-
ited to go to the restroom.

University President Ste-
ven Knapp, Fatla’s parents 
and a group of friends and 
classmates attended the me-
morial – an opportunity they 
used to reflect on quirks, ac-
complishments and memo-
ries they have of Fatla.

Jonathan Turley, one of 
Fatla’s professors, said dur-
ing the service the University 
feels a deep loss over Fatla's 
death.

“Every time I leave the 
law school, I see the spot 
where Eric and I would stop 
and talk, and I miss those 
spots and I miss Eric. This 
was a 26-year-old man, and 
look at the concentric circles 
of relations that he left,” Tur-
ley said.

After graduating from Il-
linois Wesleyan University, 
Fatla moved to D.C. and 
worked for Rep. Jerry Weller, 
R-Ill., and later for the lob-
bying and consulting firm, 
New World Group LLC. Last 
fall was his first semester at 

GW.
“It may be hard for the 

family to see how small a 
community George Wash-
ington is, but I think you’re 
getting an idea,” Turley said. 
“We’re a community that has 
circles. Circles are very im-
portant in academics.”

Saul Hernandez shared 
stories of Fatla’s more en-
dearing, unique qualities, 
drawing laughter from Fat-
la’s family and friends as he 
recalled Fatla’s sense of style 
and reverence for cooking 
and fine wines.

“To be quite honest, I 
didn’t quite know what to 
make of Eric,” Hernandez 
said. “He talked about chess 
and told me about his exten-
sive knowledge of Japanese, 
and he did all this without 
irony, as we met at a keg par-
ty, after all.”

Hernandez said Fatla 
was not cocky or abrasive – 
just impressive.

Before the service, attend-
ees were greeted with a slide-
show of photographs of Fatla 
accompanied by a mix of Bob 
Dylan melodies. The Promis-
sory Notes, GW Law School’s 
only a cappella group, per-
formed two songs during the 
memorial, including Dylan’s 
“Forever Young.”

“I saw this program was 
very heavy on Bob Dylan 
content, so it seems that ev-
eryone knew that Bob Dylan 
was Eric’s favorite musician 
and likely his favorite person 
in the world,” Mark Ritacco, 
one of Fatla's friends, said.

Ritacco said he had the 
distinct privilege and honor 
of taking Fatla to his first Bob 

Dylan concert, where the art-
ist played “Forever Young.”

“You should have seen 
him. It was like taking a kid 
to see Santa Clause,” Ritacco 
said. “He’ll always be forever 

young to me, unjaded by the 
rigors of this town, and the 
world, but with just so much 
unaccomplished, and maybe 
that’s the saddest thing of 
all.” u

Univ. remembers deceased law student
by marielle mONdON
Senior Staff Writer

fraNcis rivera | cONtributiNg phOtO editOr
Family, friends and professors gathered Friday evening to remember 
first-year law student Eric Fatla, who passed away late December.

Residents say trees 
will block views of 
the Potomac River

“I didn’t come to Egypt 
to take classes. I can take 
classes at GW. I went 5,000 
miles away from home to ex-
perience another part of the 
world and immerse myself in 
the culture,” he said. “I major 
in international affairs, so I 
want to experience interna-
tional affairs. I didn’t want to 
let the chance to witness his-
tory slip by me.”

Some students in Egypt 
thought venturing out into 
the protests was too great a 
risk, not only for their safe-
ty but also for their role as 
Americans.

“We represent America 
no matter what we do,” Lau-
ren Kardos, a junior, said. 

Kardos said the diplomat-
ic consequences of an Ameri-
can student being seriously 
hurt or killed in a protest 
would be too significant.

“It’s not our place because 
it’s not our fight. If you were 
to get hurt protesting, you 
would cause so much more 
damage for the country. It 
would cause more problems 
than it would help,” Kardos 
said. “You can show solidar-
ity by hanging signs or bring-
ing food to your Egyptian 
friends after they come in 
from protesting.”

Program directors told 
students to expect protests 
Jan. 25, a day the government 

designated as a holiday to 
celebrate a police force that 
Egyptians view as abusive.

“We’d been coached the 
whole time how to react. We 
know that police will chase af-
ter us and smash our cameras 
if we try to use it. We’ve been 
taught what to do, what not to 
do, what to take pictures of. 
We’ve been barred from going 
to the protests,” Kardos said.

While the students ex-
pected the protests, they did 
not anticipate the govern-
ment shutdown of Internet 
and cell phone services that 
began Friday, disconnecting 
them from friends and family 
and introducing them to the 
world of authoritarianism. 

“You understand intellec-
tually when you live in Egypt 

that it’s not the United States. 
You don’t carry your rights 
and privileges with you in 
your luggage. But once Twit-
ter and Facebook went down, 
it was sort of a slap in the face 
and you understood what it 
was like to live in a place with 
not as many rights,” Goldin 
said Thursday in a Skype in-
terview. 

As the protests continue, 
uncertainty pervades.

“I was thinking while 
I was at the protest: I don’t 
know the milestone for suc-
cess. That’s why these pro-
tests might go on for more 
days, or even weeks,” Ellis 
said. “I think the general sen-
timent is that if they keep try-
ing, then something’s going 
to give.” u

Students will be expected 
to maintain a 3.40 GPA, take 
at least 12 credits per semes-
ter and complete a special 
curriculum. The program 
currently accepts about 125 
students per freshman class 
and has a total of nearly 400 

students, Frawley said. 
Several freshmen already 

in the honors program said 
they have friends who are 
now interested in applying 
because they’ve seen how 
their peers have benefited 
from it. 

“[The change in admis-
sions policy] allows more 
kids who now see what it’s 
like to apply,” freshman hon-

ors student Glen Forster said. 
“And I think it lets kids who 
have done well their first 
semester show that they are 
worthy and would do well in 
the honors program.”

Anna Korman, another 
freshman, said she was un-
sure about applying to the 
program as part of her initial 
application to GW.

“I didn’t want to apply 

because I wasn’t sure that I 
was interested in the com-
ponents of it,” she said. “But 
now that I’ve been here... I 
live on the honors floor so 
I know a lot of the honors 
kids and they love the pro-
gram and only tell me good 
things about it. Hearing that 
from them has made me re-
ally interested in being a 
part of it.”  u

Fraternities were not al-
lowed to try to prevent stu-
dents from attending rush 
events with other frater-
nities or hold events past 
10 p.m.; no drugs or alco-
hol were permitted at any 
events or around potential 

new members, and no fra-
ternity members were per-
mitted to “trash talk” other 
Greek-life organizations 
on campus, according to 
the rules.

Violating any of the 
rules could have potential-
ly led to loss of rush privi-
leges in the fall. Gervasio 
said no violations were re-
ported.   u

Technology Services for 
repair. 

Moore said in a Decem-
ber hearing that a plea deal 
will benefit Fasolini, as 
the Italian-national would 
“likely lose” if the case 
went to trial.

Moore has previously 
declined to comment on 
the nature of the plea deal 
and it is unknown if Tues-
day’s hearing will bring 
the affair to a close.

Fasolini has been living 
under electronic surveil-
lance since Nov. 12, when 
he was released from jail 

under the condition that 
he does not access “child 
porn or porn of any kind,” 
Magistrate Judge Alan Kay 
ruled. 

It would be “ugly 
and fatuitous for you to in 
any way log onto any of 
those sites, which you now 
know are prohibited,” Kay 
told Fasolini during the 
Nov. 12 hearing.

Fasolini is currently sus-
pended from the Universi-
ty pending the outcome of 
the case. He was fired from 
George Mason University 
– where he taught Italian 
– shortly after news of his 
arrest broke.

Fasolini will appear 
in District Court Feb. 1, at 
1:45 p.m. u
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Culture This Week in 
GW History

23 yEars ago...
GW Superdance raises 
$19,846 for Muscular 
Dystrophy Association.

21 yEars ago...
GW begins 
mandatory 
recycling program. 
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While GW bands don’t always 
take the spotlight on campus, the 
Student Musicians Coalition set the 
stage for four student bands Friday at 
Mitchell Hall Theater. 

Buzz about the event, colloqui-
ally called “Foggy Bottom Bonna-
roo,” grew as the four bands signed 
on to the bill - representing a range of 
genres. 

The show started late with Sam 
Fox-Hartin, a philosophy major whose 
folk-inspired sound is only amplified 
by his harmonica, guitar and plaid 
shirt. The senior came down from 
the stage into a crowd of close friends 
who screamed his name as he sang 
heartfelt songs and quipped with the 
crowd that alternatively stood and sat 
in an intimate half-circle around him. 

“It’s really, really nice having your 
friends come out and showing sup-
port,” Fox-Hartin said. “No one’s be-
ing an asshole.”

Fox-Hartin’s songs varied be-
tween the upbeat — a cover of Wee-
zer’s “Buddy Holly” that got the 
audience singing — and softer songs 
where Fox-Hartin crooned, “Every-

thing that’s cold and wrong is what’s 
taking me back home.” 

Que Crivella blasted onto the 
stage next removing all trace of the 
singer-songwriter that preceded it, as 
the crowd got bigger, closer and cra-
zier. 

The crowd grew larger and more 
raucous with every song as the crazi-

est members of the audience filled the 
small space between the band and the 

audience. The set ended with a crowd 
unable to make up its mind, scream-
ing both for another song and for The 
Harpies’ highly anticipated final per-
formance of the night. 

It was clear The Harpies were in-
fluenced by the surroundings. While 
the band's sound is a mesh of different 
genres, its songs held a reverence for 
the group’s environment. One song 
was even dedicated to “the homeless 
guy on Pennsylvania Avenue with the 
red cap and the beard.” 

The Harpies and the opening per-
formances proved that the music scene 
at GW has potential and support.

“We all know a lot of guys in these 
bands,” Brett Harrison, who came to 
support his friend Youssef Bishara, 
The Seedheads’ drummer, said. “It’s 
not really a community, but there’s 
a ton of potential — look how many 
people we have here tonight.”

The show ended with a joint effort 
from the members of all four sets do-
ing a cover of The Kingsmen’s “Louie, 
Louie.” During the song, University 
Police Department officers respond-
ed to a noise complaint and came to 
shut down the event, but allowed the 
bands to finish up upon learning the 
show was almost over. 

The night drew to a close as both 
The Seedheads and The Harpies 
stressed their hope to produce more 
events like Foggy Bottom Bonnaroo in 

the future to help cultivate 
the GW music scene. The 
event’s audience shared the 
sentiment. 

“Everybody came out 
of the woodwork,” fresh-
man Jordan Morrisey said. 
“It’s not exactly what peo-

ple would expect, but is definitely 
something that should exist.” u

While students planned for yet anoth-
er Thursday night, six GW dance teams 
brought the Lisner Auditorium stage to 
life with six unique dance forms for Class 
Council’s third annual dance competition, 
REPRESENT. 

GW Raas, GW Ballroom, Capital Funk, 
GW Chamak, Balance and GW Bhangra 
performed for an ecstatic audience and a 
panel of judges for the chance to win a $300 
cash prize and the right to call themselves 
the best GW dance group. 

Excitement and palpable energy were 
understatements both on and off stage as 
the audience cheered for its favorite dance 
crews as they showcased their diversity 
and talent.  

Capital Funk and GW Raas presented 
an incredible showcase of passion and ex-
pertise within their own dance genres, but 
their energy was unmatched by the night’s 
Best Overall Performance winner, GW 
Bhangra. 

The team captain, Guneet Sodhi, said it 
was an incredible feeling to perform.

“It was so nerve-wracking just before 
the event with us, and we even messed up 
a bit during the performance,” Sodhi said. 

Bhangra is an energetic dance originat-
ing from Punjab, India. Screaming “hadip-
pa,” a traditional Punjabi expression of joy 
and excitement, GW Bhangra amazed the 
audience with brightly colored costumes, 

complex formations, dance props and a 
great deal of energy.  

“We’re just really honored and happy 
with this, because we really put in our all 
and danced our hearts out, so it’s great to 

be appreciated for it,” Sodhi said. 
Bhangra’s captain also claimed the indi-

vidual component of the competition where 
representatives from each team showcased 
their unique dance forms for the crowd's 
approval.

Capital Funk swept the rest of the cat-
egories including Best Individual Perfor-
mance and Best Choreography. 

“The competition was tough,” captain 
of Capital Funk, Jonathan Chien, said. “I 
also feel it’s kind of difficult to judge such 
different genres because the groups are all 
so diverse and have something different to 
bring to the stage.”

Chien also said it was great to perform 
at Lisner Auditorium and found Capital 
Funk’s fans energizing and motivating. 

“We’re just so honored to have such a 
great following, especially since we’re the 
only hip-hop dance group,” Chien said. 

The event was co-sponsored by Pro-
gram Board and won Program Board’s 
Event of the Year at the GW Excellence 

Awards last year. Class Council president 
Kenny Cobbs was proud of the turnout, de-
spite the weather. 

“I was expecting it to be kind of low, 
but I’m really glad that the GW student 
body decided to come out and experience 
it,” Cobbs said. “Our organization general-
ly looks to promote community and I think 
this is the best way to do it.”

After GW Raas won REPRESENT last 
year, captain Urvi Patel said it’s always such 
a good feeling to perform in front of GW 
when so many competitions are off campus. 

“Tonight was competition as always,” 
Patel said. “Every team just brings it.” u

by hyaCinth masCarEnhas
Hatchet Reporter

FranCis rivEra | ContriButing Photo Editor
Class Council's third annual dance competition, REPRESENT, showcased six GW dance teams' unique 
dance forms in a head-to-head performance for the title of GW's best dance team of 2011.

''
''

We're just really honored 
and happy with this, because 

we really put in our all and 
danced our hearts out.

Guneet Sodhi 
Captain

GW Bhangra

Buff and blue Bonnaroo fosters growing music scene

by haylEy BurgEss
Hatchet Reporter

ElisE aPElian | hatChEt PhotograPhEr
Four student bands took the Mitchell Hall Theater stage Friday as part of the Student Musicians Coalition's Foggy Bottom 
Bonnaroo. The Harpies wrapped up the night as UPD officers came to shut down the performance due to a noise complaint. ''

''

Everybody came out of 
the woodwork. It's not 
exactly what people 

would expect, but it's 
definitely something 

that should exist.

Jordan MorriSey
Freshman

FranCis rivEra | ContriButing Photo Editor
Capital Funk's hip-hop performance, left, won them the Best Individual Performance and Best Choreography awards, while GW Bhangra, right, won Best Overall Performance with its unique dance style from Punjab, 

Dancing with  
Colonials 

GW Bhangra takes home top prize 

Student Musicians Coalition hosts music event for student bands

H
Listen as four bands rock 
Mitchell Hall's theatre during 
the Foggy Bottom Bonnaroo

www.gwhatchet.com
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 Every Monday - The GW Hatchet 
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on 

purchases from area businesses.

Super Saver Coupons

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS SPECIAL PROMOTION, CONACT YOUR SALES REP OR CALL (202) 994-7682
DEADLINE FOR MERCHANTS PAGE: Prior Thursday, 4pm
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**Models wanted for testing digital photography and video. 
All body types, nationalities, ages over 18 considered.  Pay 
$10/hour, call (571)319-9999.

**Sitters Wanted. $12+ per hour. Register free for jobs 
near campus or home. www.student-sitters.com 



Billed as a swimming contest 
between George Washington and 
George Mason, Senior Day Sun-
day at the Charles E. Smith Cen-
ter became more of a celebration 
than an intense competition.

Before the meet began, the 
four seniors from the men’s and 
women’s teams were honored by 
their teammates, who lined up 
in pairs and, facing one another, 
used their outstretched arms to 
form a human tunnel. Their grad-
uating teammates — Andrew 
Maguire, Sarah Beggs, Paola Leor 
and Noelle Miesfeld — passed 
through to a chorus of applause, 
and collected bouquets of flowers 
at the opposite end.

“Throughout the whole sea-
son they’ve just been like the mo-
tor of the team,” women’s swim-
ming assistant coach Lauren Fuchs 
said of the senior class. “They’re 
the ones who hold everyone to-
gether when everyone’s dropping 
out tired. There’s only a few and 
they’ve done the work of 10.”

Men’s assistant coach Shea 
Manning believes both the men’s 
and women’s swimmers form a 
“close-knit” group which thrives 
on its solidarity.

“We really look at it as one 
team,” Manning said. “I think 
the guys still look up to the three 
women. And the underclassmen 
women look up to Andrew as 
well. If the guys are swimming 
good, that’s going to inspire the 
women. And vice versa, too."

“The group is never going 
to be like this again,” Manning 
said, emphasizing Senior Day as 
an opportunity for the team to 
compete together one last time, 
while gearing up for the Atlantic 
10 Championship.

The home meet was the Co-
lonials’ first since October at the 
renovated Smith Center, and 
even though the men’s team lost 
132-127 and the women’s team 
fell 132-126, the meet was not 
without bright spots for the Co-
lonials.

The women’s team was led 
by Leor, who won the 50 and 

100-yard freestyle as well as the 
100-yard butterfly. Leor was also 
a member of the Colonials’ first 
place 200-yard freestyle relay. 
The Miami native wrapped up 
her GW career with three school 
records, including the 50-yard 
freestyle, 100-yard freestyle and 
the 200-yard individual medley. 

She was also named the women’s 
swimming MVP in each of her 
three previous seasons.

On the men’s side, GW took 
the top three spots in the 50-yard 
freestyle, with junior Marshall 
Seedorff, freshman Niccolo Wil-
son and sophomore Luke Quim-
by finishing in first, second and 

third, respectively.
“It was a positive note for us, I 

think,” Fuchs said. “As they went 
through the meet and realized 
that they have the ability to fight 
and stay even with them, they 
just got even more confident.”

Former GW swim coach Carl 
Cox, who watched from the stands 
as the Colonials competed, added 
a familiar presence to the already 
festive atmosphere. Cox coached 
the men’s and women’s swim 
teams from 1976-89, and was in-
ducted into the GW Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 1997. Dan Rhinehart, 
GW’s current head coach, greeted 
Cox’s small grandchildren, who 
accompanied him to the meet, 
with gold GW swim caps.

“[I’m] trying to influence 
their future,” Rhinehart said.

After splitting their meet 
Saturday afternoon by topping 
Howard but falling to Towson 
and then falling to George Mason 
Sunday, the Colonials will now 
enter their taper period, when 
they will rest in preparation for 
the A-10 Championship meet, 
which begins Feb. 23, and is host-
ed by St. Bonaventure in Buffalo, 
N.Y. u

Sports Number 
cruNch

January 31, 2011 w Page 9

IN brIef

Last word

elizabeth traynor
Contributing Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com HLouis Nelson

Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

Patriots defeat Colonials on Senior Day

marIe mcgrory | hatchet staff photographer
After falling to George Mason Sunday afternoon, the men's and women's swim 
teams will begin their taper period, during which they will begin resting for the 
Atlantic 10 Championship in Buffalo, N.Y., beginning Feb. 23.

by joe goLdberg
Hatchet Reporter

The men’s tennis team fell to 
Maryland Saturday, losing 6-1 in Col-
lege Park, Md.

The Terrapins dominated the 
doubles matches, sweeping the Co-
lonials to earn the doubles point. 

Senior Richard Blumenfeld and 
Viktor Svensson fought hard against 
Maryland, but ultimately fell 8-5 as 
Svensson battled through an injury. 

The Colonials entered singles 
matches down 1-0, and were ulti-
mately unable to overcome Mary-
land’s strong start. GW senior Chris-
topher Kushma earned the team’s 
lone victory, earning a three-set 
victory in the number four singles 
match against Maryland sophomore 
Sergio Wyss, who defeated Kushma 
last season.

The Colonials are now preparing 
for their three upcoming weekend 
matches, taking on Old Dominion 
Friday, Feb. 4, James Madison Sat-
urday, Feb. 5, and ending the week-
end Sunday against East Carolina. 
All three matches are set to begin at 
2 p.m.

terrapins top men's tennis 
handily on the road

13 The number of points and rebounds 
sophomore forward Dwayne Smith had 
Saturday afternoon against Saint Louis.

"The girls are playing hard. I 
know it's hard for GW nation 
to see the women's program 
going through this right 
here."

–Mike Bozeman, women's basketball 
head coach, on his team's struggles this 
season. The Colonials are in the midst of a 
program-worst 11-game losing streak.



 Dwayne Smith’s contribu-
tions on the court are not always 
glamorous. But the sophomore 
guard wouldn’t have it any other 
way. 

“I do take pride in that,” 
Smith said after his team’s 52-46 
win over Saint Louis Saturday 
afternoon. “I love doing the dirty 
work, I love getting rebounds 
and loose balls and stuff, because 
coaches praise that, so in return, 
you know, I get praise.”

Smith’s game Saturday was 
a perfect example of the double 
threat the sophomore has become 
for the Colonials. He was a force 
to be reckoned with on offense, 
scoring 13 points against the 
Billikens, second only to junior 
guard Tony Taylor’s 19. Smith 

also grabbed a game-high 13 re-
bounds Saturday and blocked 
three Saint Louis shots, both of 
which were career-highs for the 
Toronto native.

“He’s been shooting the ball 
extremely well,” men’s basket-
ball head coach Karl Hobbs said 
after the game. “[He’s] been real-
ly taking some really good shots, 
really taking pressure off Tony 
from the scoring standpoint. And 
that’s just part of him expanding 
his game.” 

Becoming a dual threat on the 
court is a role Smith has adjusted 
to quickly. He’s an offensive 
leader for the Colonials, averag-
ing 9.9 points a game, the second 
most on the team, and leads GW 
in offensive rebounds.

As valuable as his scoring 
has become for the occasionally 
offensively challenged Colonials, 
Smith has been equally effective 
on the defensive end for GW. 
He’s second on the team in steals 
with 17 and third in blocks with 
15. His overall rebounds-per-
game average of five is third best 
on the team, behind senior center 
Joseph Katuka and sophomore 

forward David Pellom.  
“The coaches are just really 

doing a good job in motivating 
me, like my ups and downs,” 
Smith said. “Coach Hobbs and 
[associate head coach Roland] 
Houston especially, just more so 
with the rebounding, and push-
ing me to rebound more, and 
that’s helped us and helped the 
team.”

Smith’s increased production 
across statistical categories has 
been valuable to the Colonials, 
who have gone 8-4 in games in 
which Smith scores 10 or more 
points. Against Saint Louis Satur-
day, it was Smith who hit a pair 
of free throws with 7:18 left in the 
game to give the Colonials the 
lead they would keep for the re-
mainder of the game, and it was 
Smith who time and time again 
hit the floor diving for loose balls 
and out-jumped taller Billiken 
players for rebounds.

“The main thing we’ve been 
focusing on with Dwayne is just 
him getting more rebounds,” 
Hobbs said. “We really believe 
that he has the ability to be one of 
the top rebounders in this league. 

I think after the St. Bonaventure 
game, he had one rebound; I 
think he really understood that 
he’s a much better player than 
that. I think the thing is that he 
understands that in order for us 
to win he has to be a consistent 
rebounder.”

Smith, too, understands the 
importance of his skills to GW’s 
performance, explaining after 
Saturday’s win why it is he en-
joys being the player who han-
dles the Colonials’ dirty work.

“It helps us win,” Smith said, 
adding, “I’ll do anything so that 
we can win.” u

Offense has been a problem 
for the men’s basketball team this 
season, especially in the second 
half. The Colonials came into Sat-
urday afternoon’s game against 
Saint Louis riding a four-game los-
ing streak during which the team 
hadn’t once outscored its oppo-
nent in the second half.

But things changed for the Co-
lonials in Saturday's game against 
the Billikens. GW rode a 14-1 sec-
ond-half run to turn a five-point 
deficit into an 8-point lead with 
3:32 left to play in the game. While 
it was far from perfect basketball, 
it was the kind of second-half run 
that opponents have used to beat 
the Colonials over the course of 
the season. But once the game was 
over, men’s basketball head coach 
Karl Hobbs didn’t seem interested 
in talking about his team’s offen-
sive outburst.

“I’d rather talk about just how 
good our defense was, particularly 
in the second half,” Hobbs said af-
ter watching his team win 52-46. “I 
thought that, for me, it’s all about 
playing a certain way, it’s all about 
us executing, and more important-
ly executing our game plan. Our 
game plan today was to put pres-
sure on the ball.”

GW limited the Billikens to 
just 17 second-half points, the few-
est points scored in a half by any 
Colonials (11-10, 4-3 Atlantic 10) 
opponent this season. Saint Louis 
shot just 28 percent in the second 
half, and the two Billikens players 
the Colonials targeted on defense, 
junior guard Kyle Cassity and 
sophomore forward Cody Ellis, 
were held to just 12 points.

Once he did get around to talk-
ing about his team’s offense, Hobbs 
pointed to a number of big plays 
he said shifted the momentum in 
GW’s favor, including one series 
in which sophomore forward Da-
vid Pellom stole a Saint Louis in-
bounds pass and fed the ball to 
freshman forward Nemanja Mikic, 

who hit a three from the right cor-
ner to cap the Colonials’ 14-1 run 
and give GW its largest lead of the 
game at 8.

“We made some key shots,” 
Hobbs said. “And we got a terrific 
steal. When we got the steal, Pel-
lom had the presence of mind to 
find Nemanja for the big three. I 
thought that play was huge. It gave 
us the cushion that we needed.”

Other offensive contributors 
included junior guard Tony Tay-
lor, who had 19 points, and sopho-
more forward Dwayne Smith, who 
recorded his second career double-
double with 13 points and 13 re-
bounds, the latter of which was a 
career high. Smith also had three 
blocks against Saint Louis, which 
was also a career best for him.

Taylor’s 19-point performance 
was the junior’s second-straight 
scoring outburst, after struggling 
on the offensive end during the 
Colonials’ four-game losing streak. 

Taylor scored 21 points Wednes-
day night against Xavier and said 
his rediscovered offensive prowess 
has emerged from a combination 
of practice and coaching.

“I think I’m hitting more 
shots,” Taylor said with a hint of 
sarcasm in his voice when asked 
what had changed for him offen-
sively in the last two games. “I 
think that we’ve been in the gym a 
countless amount of hours and just 
working extra on our shooting and 
passing and just our rhythm offen-
sively, and also defensively. Coach 
has been doing a great job of get-
ting me focused and not worrying 
about the last shot but taking the 
next one.”

The Colonials win also came 
on the heels of one of the team’s 
strongest performances of the 
season in a 81-74 road loss last 
Wednesday against conference-
leading Xavier. Despite suffering 
the loss against the Musketeers, 
Taylor said his team got a boost of 
confidence from playing one of the 
Atlantic 10's perennial powers as 
close as it did.

“Building off of Xavier, that 
gave us a little bit of momentum, 
because we knew we could play 
with a team like that, first in the 
league, and that should mean that 
we can play with anybody,” Taylor 
said.

With its losing skid now of-
ficially snapped at four, the Colo-
nials will look to regain their form 
from the beginning of A-10 play, 
which GW opened 3-0 for the first 
time since 2005-2006. To say the 
Colonials, who have now had two 
separate four-game losing streaks 
sandwiched between a stretch 
in which GW won eight of nine 

games, have been streaky would 
be fair, but it’s a trait Hobbs said 
he hopes his team can outgrow 
quickly.

“The real challenge for us at 
this point is to play consistently, 
is to get everybody playing con-
sistently. So if a guy’s gonna get 
five rebounds, we want five re-
bounds a game. We don’t want a 
guy to get two rebounds, the next 
game he gets eight rebounds, 
the next game he gets three re-
bounds,” Hobbs said. “That’s all 
we’ve been talking about, be-

cause I’m a true believer, and I’ve 
said this countless times, consis-
tency is a true measure of success. 
So that’s what we’re fighting right 
now with this team, is to play at 
a certain level consistently, indi-
vidually as well as a team. That’s 
gonna be the challenge for us for 
the rest of the season.”

Next up for the Colonials is a 
road date Wednesday night against 
Duquesne, one of just two teams 
in the A-10 with an undefeated 
conference record. Tip-off in Pitts-
burgh is set for 7 p.m. u

The stage seemed set for the women’s 
basketball team to snap its losing streak 
Saturday night. Up by four with just under 
4 minutes to go in the game, the Colonials 
were poised to earn their first victory in 10 
games after snatching the lead away from 
La Salle with a 16-4 run.

But just as quickly as GW had taken the 
lead, the team’s fatigue caught up with the 
players and the Explorers quickly overpow-
ered the undermanned Colonials, defeating 
GW 73-64 and extending the Colonials’ los-
ing streak to 11.

In spite of adding another tally to a los-
ing streak that is already the longest in pro-
gram history, Saturday night’s contest was 
not without impressive efforts from GW 
(5-15, 0-6 Atlantic 10) players. Junior Tiana 
Myers recorded her first career double-dou-
ble, posting 23 points and a career-high 12 
rebounds against La Salle. She scored 8 of 
her 23 points in GW’s 16-4 run late in the 
second half, which gave the team a brief 
lead over the Explorers.

“She’s showing the grit that I need five 
players to play like that all of the time,” 

head coach Mike Bozeman said. “There 
were five spurts where all the players were 
playing like that and then we had our lulls. 
Part of that is the fatigue.”

Sophomore guard Danni Jackson also 
played well against the Explorers, scoring 
13 points, grabbing five rebounds and dish-
ing out four assists Saturday night. But Jack-
son’s high-energy style of play combined 
with her 38 minutes on the court against La 
Salle meant that one of GW’s best offensive 
weapons was running on fumes late in the 
game.

“Jackson was playing tired, and I had 
nowhere else to go for that,” Bozeman said. 
“If I had another sub, I would have taken 
Danni out. What that does is render her in-
effective for four-minute spurts.”

At the beginning of the game, GW 
struggled to break La Salle’s press defense, 
but after some adjustments, the Colonials 
managed to develop an offensive rhythm, 
maintaining pace with La Salle and taking 

the lead for a good portion of the game. 
The Colonials went 26-of-66 from the floor, 

shooting 39.4 percent throughout the game.
“[We] just wanted to attack the middle 

and keep the ball from the trapping areas, 
we found that it was easier for us to hound 
it that way,” Bozeman said. “I thought we 
did well in the second half, it was just too 
late.”

The Colonials especially struggled de-
fensively to stop the Explorers from going 
on extended scoring runs, including runs at 
the end of both halves that proved to be the 
difference in the game. La Salle also scored a 
significant portion of its points from behind 
the three-point line, something Bozeman 
said was a surprise to him since his scouting 
report on the Explorers said La Salle typi-
cally struggles to shoot from long range.

“At times, we were just defending the 
three very, very poorly. Particularly in the 
first half,” Bozeman said, adding that in 
the scouting report, “[La Salle] just didn’t 
shoot the three ball that well, so our defen-
sive strategy was to invite them to take a 
three.”

GW will return to the Smith Center 
Wednesday night, Feb. 2, to host Rhode Is-
land at 7 p.m. As Bozeman traveled home 
with his team, he praised the determination 
the wounded Colonials continue to show, 
despite the loss.

“The girls are playing hard. I know it’s 
hard for GW nation to see the women’s 
program going through this right here,” 
Bozeman said. “The girls are fighting hard, 
we just have to grind it through and hope 
to get some of these players back on the 
court.” u

Michelle rattinger | PhOtO editOr
Sophomore forward David Pellom scored 6 points, two of which came off a one-handed 

ally-oop dunk. Pellom also grabbed three rebounds and had two steals in the win.

GW tops Billikens to snap skid

by lOuis nelsOn
Sports Editor

Late La Salle run extends Colonials losing streak to 11

by elizabeth traynOr
Contributing Editor

Men's basketball   GW 52, Saint LouiS 46

wOMen's basketball   La SaLLe 73, GW 64
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Smith, Taylor lead 
Colonials to fourth 
Atlantic 10 victory

"I'd rather talk about just 
how good our defense 
was, particularly in the 

second half."

Karl hobbs
Head Coach

Men's Basketball

Smith takes pride in doing 'dirty work' for men's basketball

by elizabeth traynOr
Contributing Editor

Michelle rattinger | PhOtO editOr
Sophomore forward Dwayne Smith set career highs 
Saturday in rebounds with 13, and blocks, with three.

Sophomore forward 
is second on team 
in points, steals

"I love doing the dirty 
work, I love getting 

rebounds and loose 
balls and stuff."

Dwayne smith
Forward

Men's Basketball

hatchet file PhOtO
Junior center Sara Mostafa had 11 points against the 
Explorers Saturday night, all of which came in the first 
half. GW is in the midst of an 11-game losing streak.

"I thought we did well in the 
second half, it was just too late."

miKe bozeman
Head Coach

Women's Basketball

Short bench leaves GW 
fatigued in final minutes 
against the Explorers.
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