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SA receives
Guide to the Candidates tentative
'yes' for grad
fee removal

The Hatchet's

On March 9 and 10, students can vote for the next leaders of the Student
Association. The Hatchet has compiled a guide to help you get to know the candidates.
u See pages 6 and 7

Fee elimination would
begin with Class of 2012
by amanda d'ambra
Hatchet Staff Writer

michelle rattinger | PHOTO editor

The University made significant steps
toward removing the $100 graduation fee
charged to graduating seniors, after student leaders spent the year lobbying for
the fee’s removal.
Student Association President Jason
Lifton said top administrators committed to move forward with a budget that
doesn't include the graduation fee starting for the Class of 2012, pending final approval of the University’s budget from the
Board of Trustees.
Lifton said the SA spent the past year
working to convince GW's leadership that
the fee, which has long been a target of
student complaints, was a burden to students.
“With all the discussions we had with
Board of Trustees members and administrators, this seemed to be a silly fee, it
didn’t make sense,” Lifton said. “Once we
built up credibility with all the different
offices involved, we got everyone together
to say that this fee is a bad idea, and how
can we solve it.”
The fee, instituted in 1999 by the
Board of Trustees, was imposed to
cover the high cost of graduating on the
Ellipse. Commencement ceremonies
no longer take place at that location but
spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said the
See GRAD: Page 8

Sophomore DJ Sigworth, center, claims a spot for Student Association executive vice presidential candidate Amanda Galonek during campaign postering Friday.

GW launches pilot program for degree-auditing system
by andrea vittorio
Campus News Editor
Undergraduate students in two
schools within the University will be
the first to use a new online degreeauditing system designed to help
students track their progress toward
graduation.
DegreeMAP – the new online
advising system – launches Monday

in two pilot programs for undergraduate students in the GW School
of Business and the School of Engineering and Applied Science.
“Because of the transformative nature of making this kind of
information so readily available to
students and their advisors, we felt
it prudent to begin the implementation with two pilot schools to work
out any issues with the system and

to get feedback from students and
advisors,” Doug McKenna, an associate in the registrar’s office who
heads the degree-audit program,
said.
McKenna said the pilot schools
were selected based on their curricula.
“The School of Business and the
School of Engineering and Applied
Science both have fairly structured

curricula but with enough flexibility
in ways students can fulfill requirements that it is a meaningful pilot
for the system,” McKenna said.
Doug Guthrie, dean of the business school, said the automation
of the degree-auditing process will
remove the possibility of human
error and ensure consistency in the
application of degree requirements.
He added that the system is meant

Vying for 'tiger blood'
For the last decade, politics has been
the fairly unwavering theme in GW’s
choice for Commencement speaker.
But a group of students want to go in
a new direction for next year’s keynote
Commencement address, and are seeking
bad boy Charlie Sheen to offer his advice
to the Class of 2012.
The Facebook group, “Charlie Sheen
for Commencement Speaker GWU 2012”
has drawn more than 1,500 fans since its
debut last week. And, despite the campaign's sudden success, the three students who launched the campaign are
maintaining their anonymity, even as
their efforts have tugged GW into Sheen’s
media spotlight.
Sheen – the former star of the CBS
television show “Two and a Half Men” –
set off a media firestorm after his erratic
behavior led to the show’s shutdown.
His quips about “tiger blood,” "winning" and “warlocks” have amused the
masses, while his history of drug abuse
and domestic violence has brought
scorn.
The group’s creators said in a statement that his free-spirited focus on “winning” is an inspiration in an era of recession and unemployment.
“He is an unemployed winner. And
unless the job market miraculously picks

up, we too will be unemployed winners,”
the statement said.
Whether the group’s creators are satirical or serious, they have gravitated toward the idea that Sheen speaks for this
generation of college students.
“Why not hear from a man who has
known both the sweet tastes of success
and sour bite of failure? His methods of
delivery may be somewhat unconventional, but it’s precisely that which grabs
the attentions of our attention-deficient
generation,” they said.
Another group of students is even
advocating for students to write Charlie
Sheen's name in for Student Association
president.
Students clamoring for Sheen to speak
also connect with his bad-boy antics.
“As silly as it may sound, I think that
a lot of college students – GW students in
particular – find Sheen to be very relatable. He is trying to figure out his work
life while dealing with family and societal pressures, and uses partying as an
escape,” junior and Facebook fan of the
group John Neville said.
Although their campaign may have
some students shaking their heads, the
creators say its popularity is positive for
GW.
“This social media rally is truly a testament to the GWU school spirit, to the
buff and blue blood that courses through
our veins,” the creators said. “We are a

Presidential
hopeful receives
two infractions
by jamie blynn
Hatchet Staff Writer

used under a creative commons license

A group of students wants the embattled Charlie
Sheen to speak at Commencement in 2012.

campus united by beliefs, values and
goals and together we stand behind a
common cause: Charlie Sheen for Commencement Speaker GWU 2012.”
Not everyone is united behind the
cause, though.
“I think [Sheen] is an idiot, but people
think it’s funny,” freshman Sarah Willis
said. “They support it because they know
it’s never going to happen.”
While the media focus has been a
peak in the celebrity’s breakdown and

GW clinches
fifth seed with
Senior-Day win
Men's basketball
now heads to the
A-10 tournament.

• Page 11

See SHEEN: Page 8

Two Student Association candidates received
two campaign violations respectively Thursday night,
putting them four violations
away from removal from
the ballot even before the
campaign period officially
began.
The Joint Elections Committee – the body that oversees SA elections – handed
down SA presidential candidate Kwasi Agyeman two
penalties for sending unsolicited e-mails to student
organization leaders, and
for including his reasons for
running for SA president in
the e-mail. Both are violations of the SA's election
charter, and the committee
voted unanimously to dole
out the violations.

The JEC also found Daniel Ceisler – a candidate for a
CCAS senate seat – guilty of
unsolicited electronic communication via Facebook.
Ceisler’s friend invited
Facebook friends to an event
to vote for Ceisler on March
9 and 10. According to the
charter, only the candidate
may invite friends to an
event on Facebook. The JEC
gave Ceisler two penalties.
By JEC rules, if a candidate accrues six penalties he
or she will be removed from
the ballot.
“It’s a fun exercise for aspiring bureaucrats,” Ceisler
said. “I think they did their
best to give me a fair process,
but if people get thrown off
the ballot for things like this
than it’s truly unfair.”
Agyeman did not return
requests for comment.
The JEC tried six Student
Association candidates for
election violations altogether, acquitting four of the candidates in the group.
SA presidential hopefuls Jason Kaplan and John
See SA: Page 8
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Two SA candidates
receive violations

Students want Sheen for Commencement
by Cory Weinberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

to be supplemental to the in-person
advising the school offers.
“It is very important to note
that DegreeMAP does not replace
academic advising – academic advisors are the authoritative source of
whether or not students are meeting
their degree requirements,” Guthrie
said.

More than a numbers game

Columnist Doug Cohen says several factors contribute to
a diverse and dynamic campus. • Page 4

Career Center
targets CCAS
majors

Riding to raise cancer awareness

University looks to help
prepare liberal arts
majors for job search.

CULTURE

Senior Chris Lipinski will ride his bike across the
country this summer in memory of his mother. • Page 9

• Page 5

GW ends Greek investigations

University investigations into Delta Gamma and
Pi Kappa Phi are wrapping up, but more chapters
could be examined. • Page 3

Arts, humanities to face funding cuts

Federal budget cuts threaten college programs.

• Page 12
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IN Brief

ACLU may sue over
Metro bag searches
The American Civil Liberties Union is
mulling legal action against the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority over the
authority’s bag searches.
WMATA implemented the bag-check policy in December, sparking controversy among
riders and the civil liberties group. After requesting meetings and writing a letter to the
WMATA board, the ACLU is now’ considering judicial action.
“It would appear that the ACLU is on a
collision course with WMATA and its coalition,” Johnny Barnes, executive director of the
D.C. chapter of the ACLU, said.
Metro spokeswoman Angela Gates said
WMATA reached out to the organization
Thursday, indicating it would participate in
a meeting with the group. Gates declined to
comment further on the potential lawsuit.
Barnes said the ACLU finds the bagsearch policy to be expensive and ineffective,
and said it is likely unconstitutional.
“The court does not look favorably upon
suspicion-less searches,” Barnes said, citing the Fourth Amendment and warrantless
searches without probable cause.
Public rail systems in New York City and
Boston have similar random bag-search programs. Courts have upheld the security measure in a New York City case.
The civil liberties group’s broader campaign against the bag-search policy includes
distributing information to the public. A District-wide forum will also take place to discuss
the policy with security and law experts.
Barnes said WMATA could use funds
more effectively by hiring more police officers
and increasing lighting in stations, adding the
measure is more of a showpiece that does not
actually beef up security.

–Asthaa Chaturvedi

jhila Farzaneh |hatchet photographer

Senior John Russell practices tight-rope walking in Veterans Memorial Park – next to the GW Deli – Friday afternoon. Russell walks on his
tight rope to practice balancing his body.
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Student Association postering

Women’s water polo

Video

Students rose before dawn to poster for
their SA candidate of choice.

The Colonials took on the
University of Maryland at the Smith Center.

The College Republicans tested their
marksmanship over the weekend.

CRs trip to the shooting range

Corrections
In "GW files response to buyout lawsuit" (Feb. 28, pg. 1), The Hatchet incorrectly reported that the amount offered by
the severance package for a faculty member hired between August 1979 and July
1986 was one and one-fifth the 2009 base
academic-year salary. In fact, the package
offered one and one-half the 2009 base academic-year salary.
Based of incorrect information from
the Student Association Fiance Committee,
The Hatchet reported in “Student Association reclaims $36,000 in funds from student
organizations,” (March 1, 2011 pg. 1) that
the Panhellenic Council lost funding during the allocation process.

March
Monday
Hatchet-SA debate

7

Watch the candidates for Student Association
president and executive vice president field
questions on their plans for next year.
Jack Morton Auditorium •
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Tuesday

8

Wednesday

9

Career and internship fair

International Women’s Day vigil

“Planet Forward” live taping

Connect with employers from
different career fields at a job and
internship fair.
Marvin Center •
1 to 5 p.m.

GW Amnesty International is hosting a
candlelight vigil to raise awareness for
violence against women.
Kogan Plaza •
6:30 to 8 p.m.

Attend the live taping of a “Planet
Forward” PBS special on innovations
in energy.
Jack Morton Auditorium •
6:15 to 8 p.m.
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Councilmember: Allow pharmacists to prescribe birth control
by jade polay
Hatchet Reporter
A D.C. councilmember introduced a bill last month that could
make it easier for women in the
District to gain access to birth
control.
At-Large
Councilmember
David A. Catania’s bill hopes to
eliminate barriers some women
may face in obtaining birth control pills by enabling them to get
contraception over-the-counter.
Women in the District would
only have to consult with their
pharmacists before obtaining
contraception, rather than seeing
a doctor and undergoing other
check-ups, which can be pricey
depending on a woman’s insurance and finances.
Licensed pharmacists could
provide “hormonal birth control
without a prescription only when
certified to do so by the Board
of Pharmacy and only pursuant
to protocols established by the
Boards of Pharmacy and Medicine,” the bill states.
It is unclear as to whether this
change could affect the cost of

anne wernikoff | PHOTO editor

A D.C. councilmember's bill proposes that the District grant women access to birth
control from a pharmacist without a doctor's prescription.

contraception.
Some anti-abortion groups,
like the American Life League, are
opposing the legislation supported by Planned Parenthood.
The bill doesn’t currently in-

clude any age requirements or
restrictions on allowing pharmacists to prescribe birth control, but
regulations would be imposed if
the bill is passed.
Director of GW's Student

GW ends Greek investigations
by Lauren French
Editor in Chief
As the University wraps
up its open cases against two
Greek-life chapters, a top administrator warned Friday
that further investigations into
GW’s 41 social chapters are
forthcoming.
Delta Gamma will “likely
not go through a judicial process,” and Pi Kappa Phi has
been sanctioned for its nonhazing related charges, Tara
Pereira, assistant dean of students and director of Student
Judicial Services, said. Delta
Gamma has been under investigation since last November
for hazing allegations.
“We’re wrapping up Delta
Gamma in a non-judicial way
in the next few days,” Pereira
said, adding that as the University was looking into the sorority’s charges, SJS did not find
substantial reasons to merit a
judicial process.
Delta Gamma president
Ricci Poormon did not return a
request for comment.
The University has continually declined to elaborate
on Pi Kappa Phi’s charges and

Pereira repeatedly declined
to name the chapter’s specific
sanctions Friday, saying only
that the sanctions “were more
in line with social probation
and education.”
“When chapters make a
mistake that hurts or harms a
member, I’m more willing to
share that information,” Pereira said. “But when a chapter
makes a mistake that is internal
only, I’m less likely to share.”
Pi Kappa Phi President
Matthew Calardo did not return a request for comment.
As SJS wraps up the two
open cases, the body is preparing to launch new investigations into an undetermined
number of chapters. Pereira
said she doesn't know how
many chapters would be fully
investigated as her staff has
been focusing on closing the
five cases that cropped up this
fall.
“After spring break we will
have decided what the larger
investigations will be, if any,
and what the one-time infractions were,” Pereira said.
As of Friday, Pereria said
none of the chapters were facing hazing charges and all of

the charges are “minor.”
Director of Greek Life
Christina Witkowicki declined
to comment on the number of
investigations.
The news of further investigations continues a 6-month
saga where an unprecedented
number of chapters have been
under investigation. Kappa
Kappa Gamma, Pi Kappa Alpha and Sigma Phi Epsilon
were formally charged with
counts of hazing, providing alcohol to minors and underage
consumption of alcohol in January. The three chapters were
put on social and disciplinary
probation and were stripped
of their townhouses on Townhouse Row. Phi Kappa Psi,
Phi Sigma Sigma and Sigma
Chi will move into the vacated
townhouses.
With the housing announcement late last month,
Student Activities Center Executive Director Tim Miller
said housing leases will now
run for 3 years instead of 2, and
chapters will be able to continually add time to their leases
“barring serious incidents or
the chapter choosing to not release the facility.” u

Health Service Dr. Isabel Goldenberg and SHS Associate Director
Susan Haney said GW students
can obtain birth control from SHS
through a “very simple” process.
Goldenberg and Haney said in
a joint statement that students can
make an appointment with SHS
if they are interested in getting a
birth control prescription.
“Visits are free of charge for
participants in our health insurance plan,” the statement said.
Testing may be necessary, but
in most cases the patient will receive a prescription for her selected birth control method.
“The visit for the contraception is a good opportunity to
check for hypertension, sexually
transmitted infections and to offer
counseling in healthy life styles,”
Goldenberg and Haney said.
Because the Pharmacy Access
Amendment Act of 2011 would
not require a patient to get a physician’s approval, women may
not have to undergo other lengthy
procedures or routine tests which
are usually performed during
such OB-GYN visits.
Goldenberg said last fall SHS

didn’t have statistics on how
many students use birth control.
“The students in the student
health plan have a co-payment
of $25, $35 or $50 per prescription. Many oral contraceptives are
generics, and will cost $25 [per]
month,” Goldenberg said.
Prescription
birth
control
could eventually become free if a
panel of experts determines that
prescription birth control counts
as preventive care under the new
health care law.
Under an amendment authored by Sen. Barbara Mikulski,
D-Md., to the health care reform
bill in 2009, women would be provided with free access to preventive care.
The Department of Health and
Human Services has until August
2011 to decide what counts as preventive medicine.
Catania’s bill was introduced
to the council and referred to the
health committee. As with all
other D.C. legislation, if the bill
is passed by the council and approved by the mayor, it will still
face a 30-day congressional review
period before becoming law. u
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"I think [Sheen] is an idiot, but people think it’s funny."
–Sarah Willis, a freshman, on the Charlie Sheen for Commencement Speaker GWU 2012
movement.
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Staff Editorial

Be at the basketball
game Tuesday

To all current GW students, Tuesday night’s men’s basketball game is
the biggest game of your GW careers.
Students and alumni used to line
up for lengthy amounts of time before
Smith Center employees even opened
the doors. But that was years ago. This
year, that culture, and the support Colonials showed for their teams, may
resurface on campus once again. Even
if you don’t typically go to basketball
games, you don’t want to miss the game
Tuesday night.
After a very successful game Saturday, GW enters the week with the opportunity to see its team play in the first
round of the Atlantic 10 Tournament.
Besides being a very close and very
exciting game, the win Saturday gave
the Colonials their 10th conference win.
This is a milestone GW hasn’t reached
since winning the conference tournament in 2006-2007. The game was also
notable because the student section was
full to near capacity.

To all current GW students,
Tuesday night's men's
basketball game is the biggest
of your GW careers.
Clearly, this marks an important
time for our most prominent sports
team, and for our University as a
whole. Over the past 2 years, the Sports
Marketing Department has increased
its efforts to build up school spirit and
communication about the basketball
program. Whether you are finding cutouts of Joseph Katuka across campus
or know alumni who take advantage
of one of the season ticket programs
geared toward recent graduates, these
programs have made strides in building up support for the team.
But this marketing is not promoting
a losing team at this point in the season.
By placing fifth in the A-10 standings,
the Colonials also negated the predictions that GW would finish 10th in the
conference. People predicted the Colonials would not place well even before
the team lost preseason all-conference
third-team guard Lasan Kromah to a
season-ending foot injury. But the team
has come back against those odds.
If GW wins Tuesday, we encourage
students to kick off their spring breaks
by showing support for the Colonials in
Atlantic City. You can sign up now for
a free bus ride from D.C. to New Jersey, and will gain free admission into
the game. This service also has the welcome option of transporting you home
after the game, with busses running
everywhere from Boston to D.C. If you
sign up and the Colonials lose Tuesday,
that’s no problem – you can still take
advantage of the free bus ride home
Friday night.
Even if you are not a basketball fan,
this is a notable time on campus. GW’s
men’s basketball team is giving our
campus a reason to build up community spirit behind a program that has not
seen the same success in recent years.
This marks the most significant game
in the season, and possibly your time at
GW so far, and you want to be there.

More transparency in
disciplinary process

When a student organization or large
community on campus faces sanctions for
breaking GW policy, the lack of information about what occurred and what purpose the punishment serves is disheartening.
The disciplinary action that Pi Kappa
Phi now faces may fit a crime, but we do
not know what that crime was. The perpetuating trend of administrators handing down decisions without providing
reasoning or justification for the punishments to the public illustrates a gaping
lack of transparency in the process. We
reiterate our call for more information regarding why prominent organizations on
campus face disciplinary action, and the
reasons behind administrators' decisions.

CORRECTION
In the Letter to the Editor “Clarifications with the GSPM director search”
(March 3, pg. 4), The Hatchet incorrectly
referred to the Graduate School of Political Management as the Graduate School
for Political Management.
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More than a
numbers game

The art of the third wheel
Being the single one out can come with perks

A

third wheel, according to Urban
Rule #4: Share your crazy singleDictionary, is, “one who deters life stories
the socialization of a couple, perCome prepared with some crazy
haps when being invited out of pity or unattached life epics for your next
through a feeling of duty.”
third-wheeling occasion. Couples are
This is dead wrong. Much more coupled up, which means they likely
goes into being a third wheel
have fewer wild stories
than pity and obligation for
than you do. Whether they
the odd one out. In fact, the
deny it or not, one reason
third wheel role is one to
they bring you along is to
take on with pride – an art
momentarily live vicariousform which you can make
ly through your hot mess
all your own.
of a single life while they
Though I joke a lot
pretend to pity you. For exabout how GW has as many
ample, after you finish tellKelsey Rohwer ing the story about how a
couples as Charlie Sheen
has brain cells, I currently
40-year-old creeper bought
find myself in a seemingly
you a drink at Blackfinn SaColumnist
rare position. In my top tier
loon because you knew all
of six girl friends, each and
the words to a Justin Bieber
every one has a boyfriend.
song, they will look at you with sad
As a result, I third wheel often, eyes and say, “Oh, don’t worry. You’ll
and I have, sadly, perfected the act. So find someone.”
whether you share my couples conunDeep down, they wish that kind of
drum or just want to see your love- shit still happened to them.
obsessed best friend again, heed my
Rule #5: Allot time for couple
advice and follow the cardinal rules, cuteness
because you will need to master the art
They are going to want to show
of the third wheel.
off and make it seem like being in a
Rule #1: Never ask to be invited – couple is the greatest thing since Gallet the couple come to you.
lery in Ivory announced it would
Asking to be a third wheel is the stay open until 2 a.m. Do not make
gravest crime a single person can com- disgusted faces during this time. Just
mit. Do not be desperate, be desir- smile and say things like, “you guys...
able. Be charming and witty, and they too cute.”
will bring you into their couple’s time.
While you might think that you’re
Rule #2: Never confuse third only entertaining your couple friends
wheeling with an actual date.
when you third-wheel it, they’re not
You are there because the couple al- the only ones who benefit – there are
lowed you to be. Respect that. At the perks for being a third wheel, too. Sure,
end of the meal always offer to pay for female third wheels occasionally get
yourself. Don’t flirt (except maybe with drinks and cabs paid for, but there’s an
the waiter). Keep your hands to your- even bigger reward – for both girls and
self, and avoid all under-the-table foot guys.
contact. Do make eye contact, though,
The largest incentive to refine the
but not in a creepy way. If alcohol is art of third wheeling is that the couples
present, limit yourself; you can go cra- will share their other single friends with
zy after you ditch the married couple.
you, exclaiming, “We know this guy/
Rule #3: Rein in the chitchat and girl who would be perfect for you, he/
unleash the banter.
she is so funny!” This basically transThird wheels are brought along to lates to, “Thanks for hanging out with
entertain. They don’t care that your us, now here’s my super hot friend for
dad is coming to visit Monday or that you to make out with.”
you got a B on your midterm. They can
See, if third wheels were paid, a
small talk with anyone, but – as a per- couple’s other single friends would be
son who they both see as platonic and their form of currency.
non-threatening – they can only be sarAnd payday is sweet.
castic and joke with you. I recommend
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in
brushing up on “The O.C.” episodes. journalism, is a Hatchet
No one can banter like Seth Cohen.
columnist.

by Colleen Psomas

O

Several factors contribute to a
diverse and dynamic campus

O

ver the past year, at- only manner to achieve
tempts to diversify what every college should
campus have been at strive for, which is diverthe forefront of the Univer- sity of thought. We need to
sity’s goals and aspirations. refocus our efforts regardAmong the steps the Uni- ing diversity so that our
versity has taken to promote discussion will consider the
diversity have been the cre- wide range of talents and
ation of a Council on Diver- experiences that prospecsity and Inclusion and, most tive students can add to the
recently, the installation of a University. GW’s utmost
provost for diversity.
concern should be cultivatI have no quarrel with ing a campus that produces
the objective of increas- the highest form of intellecing diversity on
tual stimulus
campus — it is
and
curiosan important and
ity. We should
essential aim for
be concerned
any college camwith gathering
pus. We must
a wide range of
leave
school
judgments that
prepared to enwill push our
counter a world
beliefs about
Doug Cohen
that is becoming
the world to
increasingly hetthe limit, and
erogeneous. The
question our
Columnist
means by which
preconceived
the University
notions about
is attempting to attain this our community and world.
end, however, is misguided Racial diversity is a large
and needs further re-exam- part of this, for it adds perination.
spective and new forms of
The discussion of di- understanding to the entire
versity on campus has been University. Yet we must
framed in a context that fo- ensure that we don’t blind
cuses heavily on particular ourselves to other elements
racial statistics. We have that will improve the overall
constantly been bombarded quality and diversity of our
with facts such as GW is 56 school.
percent white, compared
Characteristics such as
to 45 percent for New York geography, class, ideology
University or 43 percent of and religion all play a role in
Boston University, or that constructing a dynamic and
our faculty is 2 percent more world-class campus, and all
diverse than the national av- contribute to the diversity of
erage.
thought. For example, my
It often seems that calls experience at GW would
for diversity are solely based further be enriched if I met
upon the hope of being able someone who wasn’t from
to state that statistically, we New Jersey, California or
have the same amount of New York, or someone who
white and minority students doesn’t have access to tons
as NYU or BU.
of money. We cannot forget
While the racial make- that the factors that expand
up of a campus is extremely the limits of our knowledge
important, it should not be can absolutely include asmanufactured. Changing pects of race, but do not nethe racial composition of cessitate it.
a campus takes time, and
My purpose is not to
it should be a natural pro- belittle minorities or malign
cess, not a reactionary move their importance. Having
against the rankings of The racial diversity is invaluable
Chronicle of Higher Educa- and is essential to every sintion. Diversity will forever gle college campus. I only
be an ongoing process, not ask that as the University
one that can be attempted continues its quest to diverovernight. The objective of sify campus, it takes a step
diversity is one that should back and examines all of the
be grounded in a real desire factors that contribute to the
to enrich campus, and not vibrant nature of any school.
just to diversify for the sake Diversity must be sought
of diversity.
for the right reasons and
Specifically, our ob- accomplished in the correct
session with statistics has manner, or nobody will benshaped our discourse re- efit in the end.
garding diversity in a nar–The writer, a sophomore
row manner. We forget that majoring in political science, is
such numbers are not the
a Hatchet columnist.

In honor of International Women's Day

ne in four women report surviving rape or
attempted rape during
their college careers, according
to the U.S. Department of Justice.
For many women, such statistics are shocking and unnerving. Every 2 minutes, someone
in the U.S. is sexually assaulted.
Roughly 73 percent of rape victims know their assailants. Despite the problem, 60 percent of
sexual assaults go unreported.
So what would you do if you
were sexually assaulted?
Sexual assault is defined in
GW’s Code of Student Conduct
as, "inflicting any sexual invasion (including but not limited
to sexual intercourse) upon any
person without that person’s
consent." It is listed as “prohibited conduct,” which is subject to disciplinary action and
sanctions. Yet while GW policy
explicitly outlines standards
of punishment for offenders, it
fails to ensure adequate services
to victims to deal with the aftermath of sexual assault.
When an individual believes
he or she has been sexually assaulted, the standard method to

confirm the fact is through the
collection of physical evidence
often called a rape kit. Rape kits
are protocol followed in order
to streamline city services deployed in the wake of a sexual
assault — including medical
care, police investigation and
rape crisis counseling. They do
not require the victim to press
criminal charges, and can be
used for personal closure or to
maintain the option of criminal
proceedings in the future.
In D.C., the Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner program is the
only of its kind to comprehensively deal with sexual assault
by streamlining access to all
necessary services, including
specially trained nurses, up-todate equipment, free prophylactic medication and access to
victim’s advocates and law enforcement.
On Foggy Bottom, no such
program exists. If GW students go to GW Medical Center requesting rape kits from a
SANE nurse, they will be sent
to Washington Hospital Center
— the only hospital in D.C. to
host the program. In special circumstances, a SANE nurse can
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be dispatched to GW Hospital,
leaving victims to wait a potentially lengthy period of time to
receive services. If a victim encounters an uninformed nurse
or residents, he or she will not
be offered the same care, potentially leading to the faulty collection of evidence and the need
for victims to undergo multiple
examinations and tell their story
to multiple medical professionals, revictimizing them in the
process.
With March 8 marking International Women’s Day, the unavailability of rape kits reflects a
need to address violence against
women in our own backyards.
Rape is a human rights violation
that is overwhelmingly targeted
at women. Both international
and domestic law recognize rape
as a crime and require effective
victim protection and the investigation of sexual assault. While
we recognize it is the state’s responsibility to implement such
measures, in the absence of effective state institutions, we believe that GW must make an increased effort toward securing
concrete services for victims of
sexual assault.

If sexual assault occurs,
students at GW, as well as the
women of the Foggy Bottom
area, should feel they can go
to the GW Hospital or the Student Health Service for effective
services. It is unacceptable that
women should be unable to immediately access comprehensive
services for sexual assault in the
comfort of their own university.
The University should consider
the health of its own female students a priority.
With the support of undergraduate, graduate and law
students, a campaign to demand rape kits at the SHS will
be launched by GW Amnesty
International tomorrow, on International Women’s Day, with
a candlelight vigil and an online petition which we hope
will receive unprecedented support. Women’s rights are human
rights. Join us.
–GW Amnesty International,
GW Law ACLU, GW Law Feminist
Forum, GW Law Students for Reproductive Justice, GW Students Against
Sexual Assault, Delta Phi Epsilon
Foreign Service Sorority, ONE GW,
Alpha Epsilon Phi, Alpha Kappa
Alpha, Human Rights Law Society
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The Career Center, located in Old Main on F Street, began a 10-week series of e-mails last week to reach out
to liberal arts majors and help them narrow their diverse interests in order to find jobs after graduation.

Career Center targets CCAS
majors for job preparedness
by matt kwiecinski
Hatchet Reporter
To aid graduating seniors in liberal arts programs prepare for the workforce, the Career Center will
provide weekly targeted
resources to students in the
Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences leading up to
graduation.
The Career Center regularly offers job-search support for seniors during the
spring semester, but beginning this year, students
in CCAS will receive a 10week series of e-mails highlighting special services and
programs.
“We wanted to focus
outreach this year to liberal
arts students, who due to
the nature of their diverse
majors and interests, may
find it challenging to figure
out how to transition their
transferable skills into a
career since they are not in
specialized fields such as
business or finance,” Jeffrey
Dagley,
communications
coordinator for the Career
Center, said.
The e-mails will provide
CCAS seniors with informa-

"It's part of an initiative to further help
prepare graduating seniors for the
transition from GW to the world of work."
jeffrey dagley

Coordinator
Career Center Communications
tion on networking events,
support groups and consultations hosted by the Career
Center from March to May.
“This is the first year
the Career Center has done
this,” Dagley said. “It’s part
of an initiative to further
help prepare graduating seniors for the transition from
GW to the world of work.”
The pilot e-mail sent out
last week provided CCAS
students with information regarding the Spring
2011 Career and Internship
Fair taking place March 8,
as well as information on
meeting with a career consultant to begin a startup
plan for after college.
“We’ve also created a
program this semester, Senior Job Search Group, that
is held every other week

during the semester and
features topics of interest
to graduating seniors,” Dagley said.
Students in the job
search groups will receive
help in identifying their
strengths, learning how to
market to employers, conducting good interviews,
developing resumes targeted to a variety of employers
and preparing for the career
fair.
“For some events, such
as the career fair, once a
student RSVPs, the [Career]
Center follows up with emails weekly to students
with tips about how to prepare for the career fair,”
Anne Scammon, director of
career learning and experience in the Career Center,
said. u
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Kwasi Agyeman
Age: 20
Year: Junior
Major: History
Hometown: Brooklyn, N.Y.

Embarrassing freshman
year moment:
I came to CI with everything I owned in my car
because I thought it was
freshman move-in day.

F

or Kwasi Agyeman, running for the Student Association is about bringing
transparency to the SA, as
well as a greater focus on
“micro-level” issues.
If elected, he said he
won't focus all his time on
big issues like renovating
Gelman Library or overhauling J Street dining — subjects that have been greatly
discussed within the SA in
recent years.
Instead, Agyeman said
the SA needs to concentrate
on the smaller issues that affect students, like ensuring
there are enough computers
and chairs in Gelman.
As an SA outsider, Agyeman said he decided to run
to represent “the average
student” who he said has
never been involved with

the SA but still wants to give
his or her input.
“It’s time for one of us to
step up,” Agyeman said.
Agyeman said he would
promote SA transparency
from the very start of his
term through a “State of the
University” address, introducing all current members
of the organization and the
issues they intend to tackle.
Agyeman said he hopes to
organize this event again in
the spring to detail the status
of projects.
He added that the SA’s
financial process also needs
reform. He wants student
organizations that have
been active on campus for
at least 10 years to be given
special “legacy” budgets,
based on their budgets from
prior years. Agyeman said

J

osh Benjamin wants to be
Student Association president for the simple reason
that he is “just a student” who
understands the general sentiments of the student body.
“I have always thought
that people who choose to run
for SA president are not really
representative of the student
body,” Benjamin said. “I am
just a normal student and I
want to actually create a better working environment for
student orgs, the SA and the
student body as a whole."
Benjamin – co-executive
of the student theater company 14th Grade Players – said
a bad experience with the SA
prompted his desire to run.
“That’s what kicked it
off, I was fed up with what
I thought was favoritism to-

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to:
“Like a G6” by the Far
East Movement
Platform: centralize all
academic tutoring in one
location; create “legacy”
funding for older student
organizations; host twiceannual SA “State of the
University”
he intends to allocate funds
to organizations that have
shown they're capable of
putting on events, ensuring that funding for annual
events will not be a problem.
“It creates financial confidence for longstanding organizations,” Agyeman said,
adding the organizations
would also be able to apply
for additional funding if necessary.
Agyeman said GW also
needs to be more unified,
and he wants to bring the entire campus together with a
special “Buff and Blue Block
Party” to celebrate and generate a sense of school pride.
“Students deserve this,”
Agyeman said. “We can
make this happen.”

–Sarah Ferris

Jason Kaplan

Age: 20
Year: Junior
Major: Poli Comm
Hometown: New York City

J

ason Kaplan is running for
Student Association president to bring the SA back in
touch with the student body.
He wants to be a champion for student concerns – but
he wants to make clear that the
SA president is not a policymaker, and real change takes
time.
“[Students] know the
president’s role is to be an advocate... [but] students understand that we’re just here for 1
year,” Kaplan said.
To counteract the yearly
SA turnover rate Kaplan said
impedes results, he would
bring everyday students and
student leaders into meetings with top University administrators to be consistent
and more personal voices for
change.
“If you bring the student

leaders who are having a
problem to the actual administrator,” you are more likely to
get results, Kaplan said.
Chief among his policy
goals for next year is to end
counseling fees at the University Counseling Center, an issue
he described as his “passion.”
He said the $50 fee for individual counseling is “ridiculous,"
and worries the UCC’s fees
will drive students away and
discourage them from getting
the help they need.
“It’s a real issue. It’s bigger
than J Street, it’s bigger than
4-RIDE,” he said.
Also on his platform is improving Gelman Library. He
said the steps toward getting
the first floor renovated are a
good start but not enough.
“I will talk to the Board
of Trustees and say listen,

thank you so much for the first
floor... but it’s not enough, and
the students are not going to
be happy with this,” Kaplan
said. “We’re not going have
a new Gelman Library by the
time we graduate, so we have
to worry about the future generation.”
Lastly, Kaplan said he
wants to focus on “diversity
and inclusion” on campus.
“Racism is not gone. It’s
still much alive on campus —
black, Hispanic, gay, Jewish
– it’s here during our generation and we’re not letting it be
ignored,” he said. “I want to
literally have a conversation
with everyone, I want to bring
people together. I can’t tell you
that I have the solutions to this
issue, it needs to come from
everyone.”

–Madeleine Morgenstern

Caleb Raymond
Age: 20
Year: Junior
Major: Sociology
Hometown: Boca Raton,
Fla.

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to:
“Like a G6” by the Far East
Movement

Embarrassing freshman
year moment:
Getting EMeRGed at the
Rocky Horror Picture
Show.

Embarrassing
freshman year moment:
Raymond could not think
of an embarrassing moment.

Platform: increase funding for student orgs; increase advocacy for students; increase efficiency
for the University

mond said he would be able to
hit the ground running from
day one.
“I’ve worked with the administration, I know how to
talk to them, and I know who is
the most receptive,” Raymond
said. “I know how to work the
system to get things done faster
than candidates who have never experienced it.”
As president of the Colonial
Brass – the University’s band –
Raymond said he recognizes
both sides of the SA-student organization relationship and has
gained perspective on how the
SA should work with students.
If elected, Raymond intends to
tackle funding problems student organizations face, which
he said is the biggest problem
on campus.
“If organizations have

problems paying for programming, the SA should be giving
them more money. It is the SA’s
responsibility to have funding
for them, and if there is not
enough, it is the SA’s responsibility to seek more funding
through grants and innovation,” Raymond said.
Raymond added he would
like to increase communication
among student organizations
through monthly meetings
with organization leaders.
“I want to shift the focus
onto the current student and
what they would like to see
change,” Raymond said. “Students don’t care about the SA
right now, and it is time to
bring them back in... all they
have to do is care and see that
we care about them.”

wards fraternities and political organizations,” he said.
In addition to ending
what he said he sees as SA
favoritism toward certain
student organizations, Benjamin said he plans to make the
organization’s
proceedings
more transparent through
regular e-mails to the student
body about meetings and decisions.
“I have no clue what the
SA does on a week-to-week
basis. I can’t find their constitution or their minutes online,” Benjamin said, adding
he intends to revamp the SA
website to aid in communication with students.
If elected, Benjamin said
he wants to give student organizations more credit for their
work. He intends to get rid of

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to:
“I Want You Back” by the
Jackson 5
Platform: transparency;
sending SA senators to
student org meetings;
making the SA more representative of the student
body
the requirement that organizations put the SA’s logo on
posters for events with an SA
co-sponsorship.
“The SA does not need
credit,” Benjamin said. “They
are here to help.”
Benjamin said his lack
of past SA experience is not
a disadvantage for his campaign.
“I think that if I was looking to be a politician and get
things done politically in the
SA, then yeah, that would
hurt me. But that is not what
I am looking to do,” Benjamin
said. “I am looking to just be
a student trying to help other
students and I think that that
is a pretty simple job. It’s a lot
to do, but I think any student
can do it.”

–Rachel Getzenberg

F

or Caleb Raymond, it’s
about bringing true advocacy to the Student Association.
The former SA senator
– who chose not to seek reelection last year after growing disenchantment with the
body’s ineffectiveness and
endless internal dealings – said
after taking a step back from
the organization, he wants to
recommit to being a true voice
for students.
“The SA is here to represent the student body. Focusing on internal reform defeats
that purpose,” Raymond said.
“I want to find ways to mend
the school and make the community come together for a
stronger campus.”
As someone with previous experience in the SA, Ray-

Chris CLARK

Age: 21
Year: Junior
Major: Finance
Hometown: Syracuse,
N.Y.

wo-year Student Association Senate veteran Chris
Clark knows the importance of
experience when dealing with
the SA.
“My experience has given
me the intangibles that no other
candidate has,” Clark said. “I
not only know the inner workings of the SA, but I also understand them. I’ve seen firsthand
what works, and I know how
these things can work better for
a successful future.”
Clark said his year spent as
chair of the SA Senate Finance
Committee made him one of
the few people on campus who
fully understands the financial
process for student orgs.
“There are candidates

Embarrassing freshman
year moment:
I went to see David Plouffe
speak and my cell phone
went off to the sound of Stewie from “Family Guy” yelling,
“Mom! Mom! Mommy!”

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to:
I really think he should do
an interpretation of “Circle
of Life” from the “Lion King”
because he is the king
Platform: eliminate University Counseling Center
fees; lower printing costs
in Gelman; improve diversity on campus

Josh Benjamin
Age: 20
Year: Junior
Major: Political science
Hometown: Woodbridge,
Conn.

T
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Embarrassing freshman
year moment:
During big-little week I
sang “Sweet Caroline” to
a girl named Caroline in
promising changes in funding
and in the process itself that are
not tangible,” Clark said. “I’ve
worked to reform the financial
process so that the next chair
who comes in does not have to
start from scratch. I know how
things work and how to accomplish goals.”
If elected, Clark intends to
advocate for more study space
on campus and to make the
University “more affordable”
by making textbooks available
electronically in Gelman Library.
Clark’s focal point is to create George’s List, modeled after
the website Craigslist, where
students can sell old textbooks,
furniture, concert tickets and

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to:
“Teach me how to Dougie”
by Cali Swag District

pass down apartments.
“What’s unique about
George’s List is [it's] exclusive
to GW. Every student needs
their NetID and password to
access it. Students actually
know who they’re selling to,”
Clark said.
Clark admitted the SA has
lacked efficiency in previous
years, but he intends to change
the setbacks.
“The SA is too concerned
with reforming its internal
problems, we need more structure,” he said. “At the end of
my term, I’m not going to say,
‘We’ve made progress,’ because
students will be able to see the
actual tangible results.”

–Jamie Blynn

Phil Gardner
Age: 19
Year: Sophomore
Major: Political science
and history
Hometown: Tacoma,
Wash.
Embarrassing
freshman year moment:
We once locked one of
my roommates in a Thurston closet by putting
two dressers in front of

John RICHARDSON

front of about 100 people.

Platform: expand study
space; eliminate fees; create George’s List

the doors and then left
for 7-Eleven. We came
back to two UPD officers
screaming at us about
false imprisonment.
Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to: “Born
This Way” by Lady Gaga
Platform: abolish the SA;
replace it with an elected
group of “student advocates”

–Jamie Blynn

S

tudent Association outsider John Richardson is
not worried about his lack
of experience in his campaign for the presidency.
Richardson said a major
factor that sets him apart
from his opponents is that
he is not an institutionalized candidate, and can improve issues students care
about rather than deal with
internal proceedings.
“Any inexperience I
may have, I’ve been making
up for by meeting with student organization leaders
and administration,” Richardson said. “I don’t need
to know the parliamentary
proceedings because the

A

mong the seven candidates
running for Student Association president, one is running on a very unique platform
– to get rid of the SA entirely.
Phil Gardner launched his
Abolish the SA campaign in
January, citing the SA’s “cycle
of failure” in accomplishing
anything significant since it was
instituted in the 1970s. He announced in February he would
run for SA president to use the
position to eliminate the organization and start from scratch.
Gardner said his campaign
is centered on one specific objective: If elected, he will ask the
University’s highest governing

Age: 20
Year: Sophomore
Major: Business economics and public policy
Hometown: Portland,
Maine
Embarrassing freshman
year moment:
I face planted in a Funger
lecture halls on my way to
the front of the room.

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to:
“Bootylicious” by Destiny’s Child
Platform: on-campus job
recruiting; create an office of student outreach;
remain committed to financial aid

[SA] president should not
need to worry about internal issues.”
To improve communication both within the SA
Senate and with the rest of
the student body, Richardson said he will create an
office of student outreach
that will reach out to student organizations and attend their general body
meetings.
“We need to know what
the SA can do for any organization, what issues they
face, and how we can be
of assistance,” Richardson
said.
Richardson said he is
also seeking the SA presi-

dency to help make the job
search for students easier.
He said the University’s
on-campus job recruiting
programs need revamping
and if elected he intends
to help GW make students
more aware of the resources offered to them.
“The current SA has laid
the groundwork for a lot of
reform, including Gelman
Library,” Richardson said.
“I’m not going to tell you
that I’m going to fix everything, because the president cannot do that alone,
but I will continue to push
the University in the right
direction.”

body, the Board of Trustees, to
revoke the SA’s charter. In its
place, he will institute a system of “student advocates” –
elected students who will work
with GW administrators to get
the reforms students want. He
said he views the student advocates as “lobbyists” who won't
be mired in the current SA’s bureaucracy.
“The election is meant to
serve as a de facto referendum
on the Student Association,”
Gardner said. “I truly have no
desire to serve as a traditional
president.”
Gardner insisted that if
elected, he would not accept the

University’s $15,000 scholarship. Once the student advocate
system is in place, he will step
down.
“I’m doing this because I
care about fixing Gelman, dining at this University is still
overpriced, there’s constant
complaints about residence
halls where you can’t get reliable Internet,” Gardner said.
“I’m not going to promise to fix
those things. My only promise
is we’re going to get rid of the
system and allow others who
really want to spend their time
doing that the ability to do
that.”

–Jamie Blynn

–Madeleine Morgenstern

SA Guide

The GW Hatchet

March 7, 2011 w Page 7

for SA EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT:
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Samantha Free

Ted costigan
Age: 21
Year: Junior
Major: Political
communication
Hometown: Reading, Mass.

Embarrassing freshman
year moment: The Red
Sox losing game seven
to the Devil Rays in the
American League Championship Series.

Age: 21
Year: Junior
Major: Sociology
Hometown: Stamford,
Conn.

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to: “Under
Pressure” by Queen
Platform: reduce printing
costs; increase Gelman
Library’s operational budget; make it known to administrators that students
are not picking up the bill
for unwanted programs

Embarrassing freshman
year moment: During
peak traffic hours, I faceplanted in front of the Hippo statue while waving to
friends across the street.
They all saw it.

Amanda Galonek
Age: 20
Year: Sophomore
Major: Political science
Hometown: Sturbridge,
Mass.

and was absolutely mortified. I was talking about it
recently with Sen. Brown
and he said, “Oh that was
you? I heard about that!”

Embarrassing freshman
year moment: I intern for
Sen. Scott Brown, R-Mass.,
and one day I was walking
his dogs for him and they decided to go to the bathroom
on the metal detectors. I
had to clean it up myself

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to: “Whip
My Hair” by Willow Smith

Next song University
President Steven Knapp
should dance to: “Teach
Me How to Dougie” by Cali
Swag District
Platform: online tracking
system for student org reimbursements; implement
course auditing for the
Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences; increase
campus-wide communication on student issues

Zahin Hasan
Age: 20
Year: Junior
Major: Biomedical engineering
Hometown: Elkridge,
Md.

Embarrassing
freshman year moment:
I lived in Hensley and the
first weekend of school
we busted out the Nintendo 64 and were play-

Platform: improve GWireless; revamp CourseRank;
increase funding for Gelman
Library

ing Mario when a senior
called UPD on us.
Next song President
Steven Knapp should
dance to: “Everytime We
Touch” by Cascada
Platform: more study
space; fix student organization financial process;
reform merit scholarship
criteria

Aria varasteh
Age: 20
Year: Junior
Major: History and international affairs
Hometown: Wellesley
Hills, Mass.
Embarrassing freshman
year moment: Being told
by a junior that it wasn’t
cool to have your GWorld
lanyard sticking out of
your pocket. He literally
pushed it back into my

pocket. I have not used a
lanyard since.
Next song University President Steven Knapp should
dance to: “Hold It Against
Me” by Britney Spears
Platform: re-evaluating SA
and SAC financing protocol; exploring alternatives
for GW’s performing arts
groups; increased collaboration between student organizations and Greek life

go to: www.gwhatchet.com

for the full profiles of the SA
executive vice presidential
candidates.

No single issue tops candidate platforms this year
by jamie blynn
Hatchet Staff Writer
The most consistent thing about
this year’s batch of platforms for
Student
Association
president
and executive vice president is the
inconsistency.
Last
year,
nearly
every
candidate running for SA president
and executive vice president said
they would make Student Judicial
Services reform a priority. J Street
dining and Gelman Library also

topped
candidates’
platforms
as perennial targets of student
complaints.
With this year’s 12-candidate
pool, the issues are as varied as
those seeking the positions.
Some candidates are running
their campaigns on ensuring
adequate funding for student
organizations,
others
are
determined to eliminate various
fees, including printing and the
University Counseling Center, and
still others are pledging to advocate

for those traditional bedrock SA
issues: dining and the library.
Current EVP Rob Maxim said he
thinks the lack of a trending issue is
a good thing for the student body.
"It gives voters an option as to
what they want to see next year,"
Maxim said. "It brings us to the
stage where we're getting original
ideas and moving into new and
innovative projects."
SA
presidential
candidate
Chris Clark said there is no single
hot-button topic this year because

there are more candidates to bring
attention to a wider variety of
issues. Last year, six candidates ran
for the SA’s top two spots – two for
president and four for executive
vice president – compared with
seven for president and five for EVP
this year.
Caleb Raymond, also a candidate
for SA president, disagreed, saying
he does not think any big new issues
have come up.
"You may not see a large, over–
arching view because there haven’t

been huge issues that have bothered
the entire student body," Raymond
said.
Executive vice presidential
candidate Amanda Galonek said
she thinks there has been partial
platform cohesion on Gelman
Library and fee reduction, even
though both areas are broad.
"It seems like everyone has their
own platforms because everyone
wants to offer the students tangible
things by the end of their terms,"
Galonek said. u

file photos

From left: Former Student Association presidents Julie Bindelglass, Nicole Capp and Vishal Aswani. Each former president said the years they each spent leading the SA gave them valuable experience
and professional insights that have carried over into their post-presidential lives.

Former SA presidents: Where are they now?
Three past leaders thrive after leading the Student Association

by rachel getzenberg
Hatchet Reporter
Student Association presidents can dominate campus headlines during their years in office,
but little is heard from them after
their terms expire. The Hatchet
caught up with GW’s past three
student body presidents to see
how they fared after leaving Marvin Center 424.

Nicole Capp, 2007-2008
Former SA President Nicole
Capp said her year helming the
Student Association in many ways
shaped the ways she interacts with
people in her professional life.
Capp, who was SA president
during her junior year, graduated
in 2009 and now works as an analyst at the management consulting
firm Accenture in Minneapolis.

“[Being SA president] gave me
experience in leading and managing large teams of people and also
projects, which honestly is exactly what I am doing now,” Capp
said.
Living in Minnesota is a far
cry from the 4 years Capp spent in
the District.
“I am a Northeast girl, born
and raised,” she said, “I thought
I’d shake it up a little.”
Reflecting on her term as president, which she called “the best
decision” she made at GW, Capp
said it was sometimes difficult to
balance her SA responsibilities
with her schoolwork.
“You want to have as much
influence as possible, but you are
also just a student and your primary responsibility is to succeed
academically,” Capp said. “You
have to keep things in perspective, you are a student first.”

Vishal Aswani, 2008-2009
Since graduating from GW last
year, Vishal Aswani hasn’t strayed
far from the nation’s capital.
As an IT specialist and engineer at IBM Global Business Services in Arlington, Va., Aswani
said he gained valuable experience from his year as SA president, even though he was accused
of paranoid and elusive behavior.
“Everybody makes mistakes in
everything,” he said. “The biggest
thing is taking the lesson learned
from it and being able to apply it
to future situations.”
Chief among those, Aswani
said, is the importance of ensuring everyone on a team knows he
or she is appreciated.
Aswani was SA president during the 4th year out of a 5-year program in the School of Engineering
and Applied Science. He said he’s

enjoying his time at IBM and being in the SA gave him confidence and
practice for the working world.
Aswani said he likes knowing he’s
part of a legacy of past SA presidents.
“For anybody to say they were
president of a student body, especially
at an institution like GW, carries weight
that even 30 or 40 years down the road,
the notion that you gave back to your
undergraduate school, it is something
that words can’t even describe,” he
said.

Julie Bindelglass, 2009-2010
Last year ’s SA President Julie Bindelglass is still a fixture on
campus. A junior during her term,
she is graduating this May.
“[I’m a] second semester senior,
considering all of my options after
graduation,” Bindelglass said.
A communications major, Bindelglass wrote her thesis, had an

internship at the Newseum and
otherwise spent the year strictly
as an observer of the organization
she previously headed.
“I had an opportunity to really
enjoy senior year and get to experience a lot of the college experience I didn’t have as part of the
SA,” Bindelglass said.
Bindelglass said she has enjoyed the break from SA responsibilities after spending her first
3 years at GW heavily involved
with the organization. She was
appointed to the SA Senate as a
second semester freshman and
served as the SA Senate Finance
chair her sophomore year.
“Senior year is tough, you have
to think about what’s coming after
graduation... a lot of that would
have also been overwhelming. I
got the best of both worlds."
–Madeleine Morgenstern
contributed to this report
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GRAD
from p. 1
fee covers "the costs associated
with Commencement week
celebrations and ceremonies,
including diplomas, diploma
covers, mailing costs and
hoods for doctoral degree
recipients."
The policy switch still
needs approval from GW's
highest governing body so
details on how the University
will cover the ceremonies' costs
are unknown. One possibility
is working the fee into tuition

AUDIT
from p. 1
The audit system is expected
to improve advising by freeing
advisers from focusing primarily on graduation requirements
and instead creating time for
giving students more guidance
on choosing a major or a certain
class to fulfill a requirement.
“With the ability to ‘map’
their degree progress on-demand, students can spend more
time with their advisor talking
more about learning outcomes
and academic goal setting and
allow the majority of our time
to be spent focusing on what
we call developmental advising,” Guthrie said.
GW signed a contract to begin using the online program in
January 2010 after several years

SA
from p. 1

Richardson, and executive vice
presidential candidates Amanda Galonek and Ted Costigan
were all tried and acquitted for
distributing campaign materials before the official campaign
period began.
JEC Chief Investigator Willard Applefeld alleged that the
four candidates were given an
unfair advantage because they
were each featured in a Feb. 17

SHEEN
from p. 1
his bizarre rise to infamy, it
has also brought Sheen’s history of violence against women back to the surface.
“We’re goading him on

so students pay the cost over 4
years instead of as a lump sum
before graduation.
"We don't have additional
information for you at this
time as eliminating the fee
is part of our ongoing budget discussions," University
spokeswoman Candace Smith
said. "We'll have more information to provide after the
Board considers next fiscal
year's budget in May."
Junior Dianora Biagioni
said she thinks eliminating the
graduation fee will boost morale among her class.
“I think it’s great,” she
said. “It will bring the class

closer together because no
one will have to worry about
the fee. Especially for families
where money is an issue or
they have more than one child
graduating, that will be really
helpful.”
Lifton gave ultimate credit
to Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz and
Provost Steven Lerman.
“We are incredibly excited
about this,” Lifton said. “It absolutely would not have happened if the different administrators that were involved did
not all play into this... They
were really the vital component
in getting this to work.” u

of complaints by students frustrated with the University’s advising system, especially within
the Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences.
To improve advising services, the University set up a
monthly advisory committee
of students and professors from
each undergraduate school to
gather recommendations for
improvement. CCAS also doubled its advising staff last year,
though advisers in the school
said the services were underused.
DegreeMAP, the name GW
has given to online software
created by DegreeWorks, will
use recently renumbered course
codes to monitor students’ individual progress toward graduation via GWeb. Advisers will
be able to access the degreetracking information for their
advisees.

Under the program, students can also run “What If...”
audits with their advisers to explore the requirements for different programs of study without changing majors.
University Registrar Elizabeth Amundson said in January 2010 the initial cost of the
servers and software was approximately $88,000, with an
estimated annual maintenance
cost of just over $10,000, plus
additional costs for staff to support the program.
McKenna said the costs
have not changed.
The online auditing system will go live for additional
undergraduate schools and
programs on a rolling basis beginning summer 2011. Graduate, professional and doctoral
programs will begin using the
system after gathering feedback
from the pilot program. u

Hatchet article detailing their
candidacies and respective platforms before the campaign period began
JEC Chair Galen Petruso
said the committee determined
The Hatchet was not “explicitly
or tacitly authorized to act on
behalf of the candidates,” making the violations unwarranted.
“The committee believed
by a preponderance of the evidence that the reporter was acting on behalf of the Hatchet and
not for any specific candidate,”
Petruso said.

Galonek — the chair of the
SA Rules Committee who was
vocal earlier this semester about
curbing the JEC’s power — said
she was satisfied with the JEC’s
overall decision.
“I’m pleased to see that we
were able to work with the JEC
to resolve this matter in a timely
fashion,” Galonek said. “I think
this decision sets a good precedent for the way in which future JEC hearings will be handled this campaign season.”
The election will be held
Wednesday and Thursday. u

by giving him attention and
making it seem like we approve,” junior Pragya Nandini said. “It’s funny, but if
it actually happened, I’d be
completely embarrassed.”
When asked what the
University thinks of welcoming Sheen as the keynote
speaker in 2012, University

spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard skirted the question,
only saying, "We're excited to
have New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg as our
Commencement
speaker."
Bloomberg is slated to speak
at GW's 2011 Universitywide Commencement ceremony. u
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This Week in
GW History

2 years ago...

Christian Ewing
Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com

JEC removes
presidential candidate
from runoff election.

H

10 years ago...

School of Media and
Public Affairs officially
opens new building.

Riding to raise
cancer awareness

I could at least feel like
I'm doing something,
trying to fight cancer...

''

Chris Lipinski
Senior

“My plan was actually really similar
to 4K’s plan... when I heard about the
program, because they already have an
established system, I felt that I could do
more with them than establishing my
own plan,” Lipinski said.
While Lipinski gave up working
with Capital Funk after his mother
passed away, he now hopes to finish his
degree in political science and possibly
spend a year or two teaching English
in China. Lipinski also hopes that programs like 4K spread to GW.
“I think that programs that involve
a time commitment like this as well as a
physical challenge like this really give
me a kind of appreciation for what the
struggle with cancer is like, so I have
a big hope that this kind of spreads to
GW,” Lipinski said. u

ELise Apelian | Hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Don Baker, played by Caldwell Butler, center, fights with Ralph Austin, played by Arjun Awasthi, right, in Leonard Gershe's "Butterflies are Free," directed by Elizabeth Hay and put on by Forbidden Planet Productions this past weekend.

Acting without sight

''

For senior Chris Lipinski, the Johns
Hopkins 4K bike race across the country is more than just a fundraiser – it’s
a way of raising awareness of the trials
that cancer patients have to face.
After losing his mother to a long
battle with lung cancer, Lipinski decided to organize his own bike ride in
order to raise money for the American
Cancer Society.
“I didn’t want to have to suffer the
loss without doing anything about it,”
Lipinski said.
While he is the only GW student
involved in the 4K, the race resonates
with him because it was founded by
college students.
“[4K for Cancer] originated from
Johns Hopkins and 10 years ago, a
group of college students who had
been directly affected by cancer just decided to bike across the country,” Lipinski said.
The ride lasts for 68 days – Lipinski will act as a rider for the first twothirds of the trip doing community service until it gets to the final leg, when
he will be responsible for the logistics
of the ride.
“We stop in small towns and provide cancer screenings for people, or
we’ll talk with families or with cancer
patients that are dealing with the harshest of cancers,” Lipinski said. “Another
thing we just started doing is each rider
will adopt three to five cancer patients
and they’ll talk to them before, during
and after the ride.”
As a leg leader for the final segment
of the race, Lipinski has worked with
his co-leader to schedule and coordinate the travel days in that particular
region.
“That was a way of actually doing
something about the situation,” Lipinski said. “I could at least feel like I’m
doing something, trying to fight cancer,
whereas I felt like I really couldn’t do
anything while my mom was suffering
with it.”
The 4,000-mile pledge has proven
easier for Lipinski to be involved in af-

ter realizing how much went into planning a bike ride of his own.
While he had coordinated a ride
from New York City to the tip of Long
Island with friends and had been successful in raising money for the American Cancer Society, Lipinski wanted to
plan a ride across the nation.
But his dreams of coordinating organizations and celebrities to sign on
to the event proved more cumbersome
than the senior had originally thought –
it was then that a friend told him about
the 4K race.

''

by caroline bowman
Features Editor

Student theater portrays life of the blind
by Kendra Poole
Hatchet Reporter
Forbidden Planet Productions decided to recreate more
than just the real world setting
in this weekend’s “Butterflies
are Free” – the theater org decided to recreate what it’s like
in the world for the blind.
Under the direction of Elizabeth Hay, Forbidden Planet
Productions opened Leonard
Gershe’s “Butterflies Are Free”
this weekend, a story about the
blind Don Baker, the challenges he faces and his emerging
independence.
After spending most of his
childhood coddled by an overprotective mother, Don leaves
home and leases a New York
City apartment. He is caught
off-guard when the rambunctious Jill Tanner moves in next
door and shows an interest in
him. With only four characters,
including Mrs. Baker, Don’s
uppity mother, and Ralph, Jill’s
ritzy beau, the play is what
Hay called “a character-driven
show.”
“You have to create each
individual personality,” Hay
said, commenting she was
proud of her actors and all they
had accomplished. After seeing
it performed in a scene study
class at HB Studio in New York
City, Hay said she selected this
script because the characters
are so well-developed.
“The main point of the
show is how even with a disability everyone has a complete heart and can think and
feel the same,” sophomore Arjun Awasthi, who plays Ralph,
said.
Awasthi pointed out that
the play, which opened on Lisner Downstage, deals with all

different sorts of disabilities:
“Don with his blindness, Jill
with her escapism, Mrs. Baker
with her dependencies and, to
an extent, Ralph with his conceitedness.”
After FPP was unable to
get the rights for John Logan’s play “Red,” “Butterflies Are Free” had to be cast
and rehearsed in a little over
a month, giving sophomore
Caldwell Butler, who plays
Don, a limited amount of time
to learn to act without sight.
“Doing things that are detailed while blind is very challenging,” Butler said.
Because the other characters are sighted and Don is
not, Butler said he had to learn
to respond to the other actors
in a completely different manner.
“I didn’t look in anyone’s
face directly the whole time,”
Butler said. “I had to gauge
things off their voice like a
blind person would.”
During the rehearsal process, Hay, a former Hatchet
reporter, insisted Butler wear a
blindfold to get a better feel for
a sightless environment.
“Even if I had gotten used
to the space, I would be knocking myself around. With us,
our process is visualize, approach and touch, but for blind
people it’s the opposite,” Butler said, noting the task became
all the more difficult when the
rehearsal space kept changing.
Junior John Goben, the
technical director for FPP and
the set designer for the show,
conceptualized a blind person’s world in order to create
the set.
“The most challenging part
was creating an environment
that a blind person would be

able to live in,” Goben said.
The other characters gave
their actors new experiences as
well.
“Jill is endearing with her
attempts to connect with ev-

The most challenging
part was creating an
environment that a
blind person would
be able to live in.

''

John Goben

Technical Director

eryone and everything, her
ditziness and her constant
questioning,” said Eve Kenneally, who plays Jill.
Constantly
bouncing
around the set and prodding
into everyone’s business, Jill
embodies the free-spirited,
more confident person Don
hopes to be. Ralph, on the other
hand, represents all Don wants
to avoid.
Ralph strolls into the plot in
the play’s second half, flaunting a flashy '70s-era T-shirt and
a wide, pompous smile, riling
up the audience with many
laughs.
“What I love about Ralph is
that he is the opposite of who I
am as a person,” Awasthi said.
“He is loud, brash, abrasive
and rude, and yet all of what
he is has been created by me
and comes from somewhere
within me.” u

Let's talk
about

SEX
The truth about faking it

@

Marie Mcgrory | Hatchet Staff PHOTOGRApher

Senior Chris Lipinski will bike from 70 to 100 miles each day during Johns Hopkins'
4K ride across the nation to raise awareness for cancer this summer.

Follow us
on Twitter
@gwhatchet
@2140G
@hatchetsports

Faking it is the ultimate deception, the sense of accomplishment and normalcy.
naked lie, the pinnacle of bedroom theatrics.
Beyond the obvious downside of not cumThe suspicion has a habit of lingering in the ing, faking it can be detrimental to a relationafterglow. For women, it’s their little secret. ship. You wouldn’t want your genitals caught
For men, the proof is in the pudin anything, especially a lie. No
ding. A study, conducted at the
matter how repetitive, it rings
University of Kansas last year,
true that open communication is
Harrison Levitan
on the practice of faking orgasms
the key to a successful relationproduced some surprising reship. If your partner isn’t getting
sults that could leave both men
you there, tell him or her. It’s
and women curious as to the
easier than trying to pull off the
legitimacy of their sexual partner’s “O” mo- goofy contortion of an O-face.
ment – especially for those who are in relaBoth men and women display separate
tionships.
hallmarks when faking an orgasm. Women
Roughly one in every two women and tend to act out climax by breathing harder
one in every four men have faked it. Those and moaning excessively. Men are more likely
numbers shouldn’t be anything too scandal- to directly lie about cuming or falsely praise
ous in comparison to other revelations. The their partners after the performance.
truly startling statistic refers to the context in
The trend of both sexes, however, is the
which sexual treachery occurs. When it comes assurance of initiation. Statistically, you can
down to falsifying an orgasm you are over- rest assured that your partner had an orgasm
whelmingly more likely to do it with a boy- if the suspected faker initiated the sex. A mere
friend or girlfriend. Fifty-three percent of the 13 percent of men and an even smaller 6 permale fakes and a staggering 78 percent of the cent of women who faked it did it when they
female fakes happened during sex with their were the instigator.
significant other.
As long as impatience, laziness and faThis has little to do with the higher quan- tigue exist there will be the need to fake it.
tity of sex had while in a relationship and
The vast majority of fake orgasms occur
more to do with motive. Second only to gener- simply because an individual wants the sex
ally wanting sex to end, the number one rea- to end. For the sake of self-confidence, I hope
son people listed for having a phony climax is that it isn’t too hard to pull off an Oscar-worto avoid insulting their partner or to foster a thy performance. u
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IN Brief
Baseball losing streak at
seven straight after sweep
The Colonials were swept by Iona
this weekend, dropping three-straight
games to the Gaels at home and extending their losing streak to seven.
Friday’s game saw GW (2-9) fall
to a 6-0 deficit. Unable to mount
a comeback, the Colonials scored
only one run in the 6-1 loss, leaving
nine runners on base throughout
play.
Due to Sunday’s forecasted inclement weather, GW played a doubleheader against Iona Saturday,
and dropped both games to allow
the Gaels to complete the sweep.
The Colonials earned a 2-0 lead in
the first inning of game one, but were
unable to maintain their momentum.
Iona rallied for a 6-3 victory, despite
GW senior Joe Richardson striking
out seven.
The Colonials again lost a lead in
the second game of the doubleheader, surrendering their 2-1 advantage
in the seventh inning. Senior pitcher
Bobby Lucas struck out seven for GW
in the second game, but gave up a
two-run single that allowed Iona the
3-2 win.
GW next hosts Maryland Baltimore County Wednesday, March 9,
at 2:30 p.m.

Gymnastics places second
GW scored a season-high for the
third week in a row, 194.100, taking
second place in a three-team meet
against host No. 26 Kentucky and
Bowling Green.
Senior Leslie Delima continued
her outstanding season, finishing in
third place overall in the all-around
with a 39.00. Delima also tied for
second place on the floor exercise
(9.850) and balance beam (9.800).
Sophomore Kayla Carto and
freshman Kiera Kenney also performed well. Carto scored a seasonhigh 38.675 in the all-around, earning fourth place overall. Kenney also
scored a season-high 9.850 on the
uneven bars to take fourth in that
category.
The Colonials have their final regular season home meet of the season Friday, March 11, when they host
East Atlantic Gymnastics League rival
Maryland at 7 p.m.

Softball wins two vs. Army
GW swept Army in a doubleheader Saturday, winning with complete
victories from junior pitchers Kara
Clauss and Heidi Penna.
In the first game, the Colonials (53), were up by five before the Black
Knights tied it in the fifth inning. In
the bottom of the seventh, senior
third baseman Katie Terrazas led off
the inning with a base hit, eventually
scoring off a wild pitch for the 6-5 GW
victory.
The Colonials jumped onto the
board in the second game, scoring
three runs in the first inning. In the
second, freshman catcher Chelsea
Curcio sent freshman infielder Lacey
Cook home, before scoring herself
on an Army error. Penna tossed a nohitter into the fifth inning, striking out
six Army batters and allowing just two
runs in GW’s 6-2 victory.
The Colonials and the Black
Knights were scheduled to play another doubleheader Sunday, but that
was canceled due to rain, and no
make-up has been scheduled. The
Colonials next travel to Hampton Tuesday, March 8, for a doubleheader. The
first game is scheduled to start at 12
p.m., and the second at 2 p.m.

Last word
"Hopefully we can write a great
story with a beautiful ending."
–Karl Hobbs, men's basketball
head coach, on what his team hopes
to accomplish in the Atlantic 10
Tournament.

6.2

Elizabeth Traynor
Contributing Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com
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The number of blocks men's basketball
senior center Jabari Edwards averages
per 40 minutes of play.

men's basketball GW 60, Dayton 58

GW clinches fifth seed with Senior-Day win
by louis nelson
Sports Editor
By the time junior guard Tony Taylor stepped
to the foul line with 10 seconds left in the game
Saturday, the fate of the men’s basketball team
had been sealed. The dominoes around the Atlantic 10 had fallen and regardless of whether
or not the Colonials won or lost, they would be
the fifth seed in the conference tournament and
would face Saint Joseph’s Tuesday in the tournament’s first round. By virtue of Rhode Island's
loss Saturday, GW’s postseason schedule was
already set, only Taylor didn’t know it.
All Taylor knew was that after leading by seven with 3 minutes left, the Colonials had missed
four crucial free throws and allowed the Flyers to
go on a 9-2 run that tied the game at 58 with under
1 minute to play.
It was the kind of situation that, 2 months
ago, might have forced the Colonials to crumble
under the pressure of the moment, but Saturday
afternoon against Dayton, Taylor stepped to the
free-throw line and coolly drained both shots, tangible proof of the maturation process he and his
teammates have gone through over the course of
this season.
“I was really nervous,” Taylor admitted with
a smile on his face after GW’s 60-58 win over the
Flyers. “We got into a huddle and my teammates
helped me out. They pushed me through it. They
all just said, ‘Tone, you do this all the time. You
make free throws,’ and so that just gave me the
confidence to just step up, relax, and just shoot the
shot.”
Senior center Jabari Edwards punctuated
Taylor’s free throws with an exclamation point
10 seconds later, blocking Dayton senior Chris
Wright’s attempt at a game-tying layup as time
expired. It was a fitting end for Edwards who,
after being honored in Saturday’s Senior Day
festivities before the game, had five blocks and
was a defensive force underneath the basket.
The fans, too, were a force to be reckoned with
Saturday. While Dayton fans filled up significant
portions of the upper sections of the Smith Center, the stadium’s student section, which at times
this season has been less than half full, was filled
nearly to capacity.
“I thought the students, the fans were just terrific. I mean this was as good of a game in terms
of the students [as we’ve had this season], and
then the players, I thought our guys really fed off
of that. It gave them a tremendous amount of energy,” Hobbs said. “And how about the students
getting on those officials? I mean, I loved that
more than anything else.”
While the high-energy crowd ultimately
wound up lifting the Colonials at points during
Saturday’s game, early on Hobbs said he had to
try to rein in his team’s emotions as it tried to settle into a rhythm against the Flyers.
“I thought we just needed to settle down.
We kept telling the guys on every timeout, ‘Settle
down, settle down. This game is 40 minutes, we’re

anne wernikoff | PHOTO editor

Junior guard Tony Taylor celebrates after his team's 60-58 win over Dayton Saturday afternoon. The Colonials will
take on Saint Joseph's at the Smith Center in the first round of the Atlantic 10 Tournament Tuesday night.

A-10 Tournament first round
vs. St. Joseph's, #12 seed
Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Charles E. Smith Center
TV: CBS College Sports Network
gonna have to really grind this game out,’” Hobbs
said. “It’s like we were trying to throw a knockout
punch and try to end the game in like the first 10
minutes of the game.”
Taylor was the leading scorer Saturday for the
Colonials with 17 points, but he had help from
three other GW players who scored in double figures against the Flyers. Sophomore David Pellom
posted 16 points and seven rebounds in the win,
and sophomore Dwayne Smith scored 11. Junior
Aaron Ware rounded out the top scorers for GW
with 10 points.
The win gave the Colonials (17-13, 10-6 A-10)
their 10th conference win, a milestone GW hasn’t
reached since winning the conference tournament
in 2006-2007. By finishing in fifth place in the A-10
standings, the Colonials also proved wrong the
conference’s preseason coach’s poll, which predicted GW to finish 10th in the conference even
before the team lost preseason all-conference
third-team guard Lasan Kromah to a season-ending foot injury.
With Kromah out, the Colonials struggled
early in the season to develop a new offensive

identity without their top returning scorer from
last season. GW stumbled through its non-conference schedule, losing to teams like Navy, Hampton and UNC-Wilmington and shooting worse
than 40 percent from the floor in six of its first
eight games.
GW began to find its stride once conference
play began and opened its A-10 schedule 3-0 for
the first time since the 2005-2006 season. Since
then, the Colonials have quietly gained steam
over the course of conference play and have won
five of their last six games. With the team set to
host a first-round game in the A-10 tournament
for the first time in school history Tuesday night,
the Colonials are undeniably hot and are playing,
Hobbs said, with a chip on their shoulders.
“They haven’t gotten their just due and right
now, they’re playing for a little respect as well,
because when things were a little down, a lot of
people had sort of given up on these guys, but
the most important thing, they never gave up on
each other, they never gave up on me as a basketball coach, I never gave up on them as players,”
Hobbs said. “The beauty of this thing is that, we
still have, hopefully, some more games to play,
and this story hasn’t been finished yet. Hopefully
we can write a great story with a beautiful ending.”
Next up for GW is a first-round A-10 tournament game Tuesday night against Saint Joseph’s.
The game will be televised by CBS College Sports
Network and will tip-off at 7 p.m. u

Late-bloomer Edwards is a force for GW
by elizabeth traynor
Contributing Editor

Dayton had possession in the final seconds of Saturday’s game, just
two points behind, charging down
the court with potential to tie - or
win - the game with its next basket.
GW senior center Jabari Edwards
wasn’t worried. He knew what the
Flyers were going to do next.
“I knew what was going to
happen, I knew the guy was going
to drive to the basket,” Edwards
said. “The point guard for Dayton,
his game is really attacking the basket. And once we saw him come
off the screen, I knew he was... I
knew somebody was going to try
to go up and get a foul. I just stood
straight up, I jumped and got the
block.”
Edwards slammed down the
shot attempt, his fifth block of the
night, sending the ball careening to
the court. His play cemented GW’s
victory and was a perfect way to cap
off Senior Day for Edwards and his
teammate, center Joseph Katuka.
Prior to the game, Edwards was
honored on the court as part of the
Senior Day festivities, joined by his
mother, sister and aunt, as well as
three friends: former men’s basketball guard Travis King, former GW
basketball manager Darcy Jones and
frequent Colonials ball boy Jeremy
Wayne.
The game-ending block, Edwards’ fifth of the game, was a fitting end to a late-season resurgence
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Senior center Jabari Edwards was honored during Saturday's Senior Day
festivities. Edwards has been a defensive force for GW since returning from injury.

for the senior after undergoing arthroscopic knee surgery and missing
the bulk of the team’s games early in
the season. Since making his return,
Edwards has been a dominant force
underneath the basket on defense
for the Colonials.
When he is on the floor, Edwards blocks 21.2 percent of opponents’ two-point attempts, a full
three percentage points better than
the national leader in the category,
but because Edwards has not played
in more than 40 percent of the team’s
minutes this season, he is not eligible
to rank amongst the national leaders
in any statistical category. Among

players who have played in at least
15 games, Edwards is fourth in the
country in blocks per 40 minutes
with 6.2.
“I think it starts in practice, what
coach tells us always helps, and I just
use my athleticism to get over and
block shots,” Edwards said, adding,
“That’s what I do best.”
This season, Edwards leads the
team in blocked shots with 35 rejections. He’s put up at least four blocks
in five out of the last six games, including a career-high six against La
Salle. It was the most blocks by a Colonial in a single game since November 8, 2008, when former Colonial

Damian Hollis recorded five against
Binghamton.
His increased defensive presence has been invaluable for GW,
contributing both to creating more
offensive opportunities for the Colonials and shutting down their
opponents in the paint. It’s a role
Edwards’ teammates and coaches
appreciate, earning him a standing ovation from head coach Karl
Hobbs, junior guard Tony Taylor
and junior forward Aaron Ware as
Edwards arrived late to the press
conference Saturday after GW’s 6058 win.
“We’re pressing more, we’re
putting more pressure on the ball,
we’re almost forcing teams to drive
the ball to the basket. And as you
can see, the guys have so much confidence, they know that when a guy
goes by them, they know that [senior
center] Joe [Katuka] [and] Jabari are
going to be there,” Hobbs said. “It’s
really allowing us to pressure teams
more.”
As the Colonials head into Atlantic 10 championship play, they'll
continue to lean on Edwards defensively. It’s a challenge he welcomes,
a chance to finish his senior season
in a commanding role, the same way
he finished his regular season play
Saturday.
"It felt great, I really felt like I
was a part of college basketball,” Edwards said. “I’ve made a lot of good
friends since I’ve been here, met a
lot of people at the University, and
it was good to really go out the right
way.” u

Terps top GW with late goals
by KATIE STOLER
Hatchet Reporter
For three quarters Friday night,
the women’s water polo team
matched 20th-ranked Marlyand
nearly goal for goal. Down just 8-7
after three quarters, the Colonials
were in a position to win their home
opener against a local rival, but
instead it was the Terrapins who
seized control of the fourth quarter,
scoring a pair of unanswered goals
to put GW away and earn the 10-7
victory.
The Colonials (2-5) managed
to keep pace with Maryland for
most of the first quarter Friday
before allowing the Terrapins to
open up a 5-3 lead. GW scored
the second quarter’s only goal to
make the score 5-4 heading into
halftime.
Both teams scored three goals

in the third quarter and GW actually managed to pull even with
Maryland with 17 seconds left in
the third on junior Allison Peotter’s second goal of the game. The
Terrapins responded with a goal of
their own 6 seconds later though to
retake the lead headed into the final
period.
“We didn’t let up,” Peotter said.
“We knew this was coming and we
practiced it in practice.”
In the fourth quarter though,
Maryland locked down on the Colonials defensively, keeping GW off
the scoreboard. After three quarters
that featured four ties and two lead
changes, the Terrapins pulled away
late, scoring twice in the final quarter to earn the win.
Colonials head coach Scott Reed
said that while his team was well
prepared for Friday’s game, the Terrapins were able to escape Foggy

Bottom with a win thanks largely to
their halftime adjustments.
In addition to Peotter’s two
goals, juniors Monica Hanson and
Megan Walker also each scored two
goals, and freshman Katherine Berry added an additional goal in the
third period. Peotter, Hanson and
Walker share the title of top scorer
of the season so far with 12 goals
each. Senior goalie Charlotte Schou
registered 11 saves on the night.
After falling Friday, the Colonials dropped two more games
Saturday afternoon, falling to Hartwick 10-8 in the early game and
Princeton 11-4 later that afternoon.
Peotter was once again the top performer for the Colonials, scoring
three goals against Hartwick.
The Colonials will be busy on
the West Coast over spring break,
beginning a week from Tuesday
with a game against Cal State-

Francis rivera | contributing PHOTO editor

Junior Monica Hanson scored two
goals against Maryland Friday night.

Monterey Bay at 5:30 p.m. GW
won’t be back in the Smith Center
until March 25 when it faces Salem
International at 7 p.m. u
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D.C. avoids government shutdown
by clara pak
Hatchet Reporter

hatchet file photo

A pedestrian path will be built connecting the Kennedy Center's
terrace with the Potomac Parkway Trail along the riverfront.

Kennedy Center
to revamp terrace
by jeff richards
Hatchet Staff Writer
The Kennedy Center is
in the final stages of a plan to
renovate its riverfront terrace
for pedestrians and visitors,
after soliciting feedback from
residents last month.
The Potomac River Pedestrian Access Improvement Project calls for a direct pedestrian
route to be built later this year
between the performing arts
venue’s terrace and the Rock
Creek and Potomac Parkway
trail, so visitors will be able to
access the area along the river.
For now, “physical barriers
and safety concerns currently
discourage pedestrian traffic
between these two resources,”
according to information provided by the National Park
Service, Federal Highway Administration and the D.C. Department of Transportation.
Jack Van Dop, a senior
technical specialist for the Federal Highway Administration,
said the design calls for two
stairways and two elevators to
be built on the east side of the
building, facing the Potomac.
Because Rock Creek Parkway is between the building
and riverfront, the stairways
will be built over the road, extending from the center’s terrace.
Development of the plan
began in 2003 and a design was
submitted and approved by
the U.S. Commission of Fine
Arts and the National Capital
Planning Commission in 2007.
The next step is for the Federal Highway Administration

– part of the U.S. Department
of Transportation – to submit
the final design to these commissions.
“An environmental assessment is currently being done
on this final plan, and it should
be finished by June or July of
this year,” Van Dop said.
Although the total cost
of the construction is not yet
known, “the funds are coming
from the federal government,
with a small piece from the
District government,” Van Dop
said.
The addition to the center is
expected to be complete within
the next year or so.
“It’s hoped that construction would start in the latter
part of 2011 and construction
would probably take a year or
year and a half,” Van Dop said.
He noted that the construction was unlikely to disrupt
parkway traffic. A goal of the
project is to also minimize disruption to the Kennedy Center
or users of the park’s trail during the renovations.
The Kennedy Center hosted a public scoping meeting
Feb. 22 in order to gauge public
reaction to the project and to
answer questions. The public
has until March 14 to comment
on the project.
Although there were only
about 10 people in attendance
at the Kennedy Center meeting
last month, “there didn’t seem
to be any opposition,” Van Dop
said.
“There were some questions and [the project] seemed
to be supported by the people
in attendance,” he said. u

The federal government
escaped a seemingly imminent shutdown last week
with the passage of a 2-week
budget measure that enables
the government to keep operating through March 18.
The
Republican-led
House passed a 2-week extension of the resolution with
$4 billion in cuts to the budget Feb. 28. The Senate adopted the measure March 2,
and President Barack Obama
signed the bill into law that
day. The federal shutdown
would have shuttered D.C.’s
government as well.
Since no formal budget
was ever signed for the current fiscal year ending Sept.
30, Congress had adopted a
resolution to extend previous spending levels until
March 4.
There’s still a chance
for a shutdown despite the
stop-gap. Congress has until March 18 to resolve the
issues, and if both parties
don’t come to an agreement,
a shutdown is imminent.
The effects of a shutdown
– not felt since 1995 – might
be felt in D.C. through closed

Smithsonian Institution museums and furloughed workers.
“A lot of D.C. residents
work for the government
in some capacity, and if the
government shut down, they
would be out of work for that
time,” said Stuart Kasdin, an
assistant professor in the Trachtenberg School of Public
Policy and Public Administration.
“D.C. gets fiscal transfers from the federal government, and the city wouldn’t
get them if the government
shut down,” he said.
D.C.’s delegate in Congress, Eleanor Holmes Norton, said in a statement to the
House Committee on Rules
Feb. 28 that though the District raises and manages its
own $8 billion budget, Congress appropriates the local
funds to D.C.
“Under both the current
short-term continuing resolution and this joint resolution, the District’s authority
to spend its local funds expires when these resolutions
do,” she said.
Norton initially proposed
an amendment to the resolution Feb. 28 to allow D.C. to
spend its local funds for the

Feb. 28
House passed
2-week budget
extension

Avoiding a
government shutdown
March 2
Senate adopted
measure; Obama
signed it into law

The path Congress is
taking to avoid the first
federal government
shutdown since 1995.

March 18
Deadline for
Congress to adopt
a formal budget

Graphic by cory weinberg

remainder of the fiscal year
in the event of a shutdown.
That amendment was
voted out, leaving the door
open to the possibility of a
District government shutdown if Congress fails to
pass an appropriations bill
by March 18.
“The Congress may
want to play chicken with
the federal budget, but
the city cannot afford this
game,” Norton said Tuesday in a news release. Norton’s office declined to comment further.
The Senate approved an-

other measure Tuesday that
would prevent members of
Congress and the president
from receiving salaries in the
event of a federal government shutdown.
The last time there was
a federal government shutdown was during the Clinton administration when
the houses of Congress
were divided by party lines
as well.
“There were actually
two that year [1995]. The
first one lasted 5 days and
the second one went up to
21 days,” Kasdin said. u

Arts, humanities face funding cuts
Federal budget
cuts threaten
college programs

Effects of potentional budget cuts
to NEA and NEH
13 percent of
combined NEA and NEH
budget is12proposed to be
cut in 2012.

by andrea vittorio
Campus News Editor
With budget cuts on the
table for national endowments
to the arts and humanities,
scholars in the field are turning to alternate sources of support for college programs and
research.
The National Endowment
for the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Humanities together face $22 million
in budget cuts in President Barack Obama’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2012. The potential 13 percent drop in each
endowment has encouraged
arts and humanities scholars at
the University to seek funding

GW 2010 research funding
From the NEA: $41,835
From the NEH: $92,000
Graphic by cory weinberg

from private sources.
Geralyn Schulz, associate
dean for research in the Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences, said a cut in national
funding could limit the work
of faculty and students.
“A number of our centers
and institutes are supported in
part by funding from the NEH
and this could be in danger
given the potential cuts to the
budget that are currently being discussed,” Schulz said.
“Several faculty have also had
fellowships from the NEH and
if funding is cut, the number of
such fellowships would likely
be affected, thus reducing the
availability of such fellowships.”
GW received $41,835 in
funding from the NEA and
$92,000 from the NEH in fiscal
year 2010 to support research,
according to data from each organization. In the last 5 years,
GW has received an average
of about $26,000 from the NEA
and $208,000 from the NEH.
“Any decrease in the NEH
grants is going to have an immediate impact on what is possible for humanities scholars

to do as far as their humanities research goes,” said Jeffrey
Cohen, a professor of English
and director of the Medieval
and Early Modern Studies Institute.
Cohen said that funding
for research in the humanities
is different from science funding in the way faculty members garner financial support.
“Where science funding
usually funds something
at the University itself and
can bring money to the University, humanities funding
tends to be something that
a university gives to the humanities. It creates a space
for them where collaborative research can happen in
order for scholars to then go
out and get funding for their
own projects,” he said.
When humanities funding
of any kind gets cut, Cohen
said scholars have to compete
for increasingly scarce resources, often through private channels. Cohen said private sources like the American Council
of Learned Societies are receiving a record number of grant
applications because of the

federal funding shortfall.
“The net result of it is that
lots of very, very good projects wind up not getting the
funding that they deserve,” he
said.
Cohen added that when it
comes to humanities, GW has
a lot to be proud of.
The CCAS has partnerships with several D.C. arts
and humanities entities, such
as the Folger Shakespeare Library, the Smithsonian Institution, the Shakespeare Theatre
Company and most recently
the Phillips Collection. The
college also runs a number of
world-renowned arts and humanities centers and institutes.
As a vocal supporter of the
arts and humanities, University President Steven Knapp
recently launched a University-wide arts initiative to propel
GW to national prominence in
the arts.
After a faculty review process assessing the strengths
and weaknesses of GW’s arts
programs, an external committee of experts will visit campus
to provide input.
“The arts and humanities
are an essential part of the liberal arts, which are integral to
a GW education,” Schulz said.
Cohen said the proposed
budget cuts represent a value
struggle more than a dollarand-cents struggle.
“I think that when humanities funding is on the line, it
really comes down to what our
values are as a society,” Cohen
said. “And if we’re willing to
rally to fund the humanities
and rescue the humanities
from the budget cuts, I think
what we’re saying is we value
the kind of inquiry, thinking
and research that humanities
gives us.” u
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GWMarketplace

www.gwmarketplace.com
Sitters Wanted. $12+ per
jobs
hour. Register free for jobs
near campus or home. www.
Models wanted for test
student-sitters.com
ing digital photography and
video. All body types, na- On-call waiters and bartendtionalities, ages over 18 con- ers needed evenings/weeksidered. Pay $10/hour, call ends.
(571)319-9999.
Applicants should possess
professionalism, good pre-
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(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

sentation and communication skills, and desire to provide a positive experience
for the client.
Rates start at $16/hour. A
standard black tuxedo is required.
Visit www.catering.com for
the Independent Contractor
Data Sheet ("Contact Us"

then "Employment"). Email
to hr@catering.com or fax to
703-519-8221.
Windows Catering Company has established a national reputation for exceptional food, creativity, and
presentation combined with
outstanding service. Windows provides full-service

catering, party planning, and
event management services
for social events, wedding
receptions, and corporate
entertaining.

GWorld Merchants &
Super Saver Coupons

Every Monday - The GW Hatchet

Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on
purchases from area businesses.

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS SPECIAL PROMOTION, CONACT YOUR SALES REP OR CALL (202) 994-7682
DEADLINE FOR MERCHANTS PAGE: Prior Thursday, 4pm

Call NOW!! - Limited Number of Participants - Call NOW!!
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