
The University Police De-
partment is cracking down on 
who can enter residence halls 
across campus.

UPD is “evaluating security in 
residence halls” and placing a great-
er emphasis on tightening access to 
buildings, Chief Kevin Hay said. 
The emphasis on stemming inci-
dents of piggybacking – when an in-
dividual follows a building resident 
inside – comes a month after a man 
trailed into City Hall and attempted 
to sexually assault a female student.

Increasing the level of control of 
access to residence halls has been a 
top priority for Hay since he arrived 
at GW in August 2010, and the force 
is now looking at the issue, he said.

Officers posted in Ivory Tow-
er’s lobby Saturday night required 
individuals who did not live in the 
building to call their hosts to escort 
them inside. 

Guards are already stationed 

in freshman residence halls on the 
Foggy Bottom Campus, where 
students must sign guests in at a 
front desk.

Freshmen in residence halls on 
the Mount Vernon Campus are not 
required to sign nonresidents in.

The man who followed a female 

student into a City Hall stairwell 
Sept. 10 tried to forcefully sexually 
assault her upon reaching the sec-
ond floor.

“The female student fought him 
off and screamed causing him to 
flee the area,” according to a Safety 
and Security Alert the University 

sent out that day.
The student reported to UPD 

that she did not know the suspect. 
“We encourage students to re-

main vigilant about their surround-
ings and do not let anyone they 
do not know follow them into the 
buildings,” Hay said then. u
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The University is in the exploratory 
phase of a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign, which will span years and 
aim to increase development across all 
facets of the institution. 

The campaign will incorporate all 
schools and departments, although 
goals and a timeline will not be an-
nounced until the end of the fiscal 
year in June. 

“Our sense of urgency has never 
been greater,” Vice President for Devel-
opment Mike Morsberger said, noting 
the groundbreaking for the Science and 
Engineering Hall next week. 

The University raised a record 
$113.5 million last year, a figure 
Morsberger said he hopes to surpass 
by 5 to 10 percent this year. Formal 
development goals for the current 
year will be set at next week’s Board 
of Trustees meeting. 

Deans, trustees and administrators 
will organize the University’s priorities, 
lay out a timeline and identify top do-
nor prospects during the “quiet phase” 
of the campaign.

The last comprehensive campaign, 
which ended in 2003, spanned 11 years 
and raised $552 million. 

The campaign will emphasize 
alumni engagement and large gift 
procurement. 

About 10 percent of alumni 
give to the University annually, an 
amount similar to peer institutions, 
but Morsberger hopes to see an in-
crease in coming years.

“We can do better than that,” he 
said. “There’s so many people whose 
doors we haven’t knocked on yet.”

The University sees about 10 gifts 
of $1 million or more annually, a num-
ber it hopes will rise. 

“Moving forward, we’re going to 
have to count on even more than that,” 
Morsberger said. 

The overarching strategy of devel-
oping personal connections with donors 

Student Association executives 
will lead a commission this fall to 
audit student fees, following up 
on campaign goals to combat the 
escalating costs of college. 

Student Association President 
John Richardson said the joint 
committee of students and staff 
would hold the University ac-
countable for costs such as print-
ing, study abroad, on-campus 
employer recruitment and class-
room technology.

Printing costs 9 cents per page, 
and study abroad fees range from 
$550 to $6,150, depending on the 
program and its housing options. 
Registration fees for the off-campus 
programs tack on $35 to student 
bills each semester. Employers must 
pay between $200 and $600 for a ta-
ble at the Career Fair and students 
in some schools, like the College of 
Professional Studies, pay $50 per 
year for technology fees.   

Affordability has been a focus 
for Student Association leaders in 
recent years. Last year, SA Presi-
dent Jason Lifton and Executive 
Vice President Rob Maxim knocked 
out the $100 graduation fee after a 
yearlong lobbying effort.

Cost of attendance has also 
been a central focus of University 
President Steven Knapp’s tenure. 
Despite dropping off the Forbes’s 
top 10 list of priciest colleges last 
year, the University’s reputation 
as one the nation’s most expen-
sive schools remains. 

After the task force compiles 
a list of fees, members will create 

recommendations based on each 
fee’s “reasonability metric” – the 
cost of the fee compared to the 
true cost of the service. 

“The library continues to tell 
us it costs 9 cents [per page] to 
print, but I don’t believe them,” 
he said.

Last year, Senator Charlie Ry-
bak, U-At large, sought to push 
down printing costs to 4 cents 
per page. His proposal, the "GW 
Gutenberg Plan," after Johannes 
Gutenberg, the inventor of the 
first printing press with move-
able type, said it costs the school 
just over 3 cents to print a page.

Executive Vice President Ted 
Costigan blames the University 
for passing on the brunt of bud-
get cuts to students. 

“The problem at GW is that 
the library is already strapped for 
cash, as it has not received an op-

erational budget increase in seven 
years,” Costigan said, adding that 
the additional printing expense can 
set students back more than $100 
per semester – which amounts to 
more than 1,000 printed pages.

Identifying all student fees 
will be a slow process. No time-
line has been set for the project, 
and it is likely next year’s SA 
leaders will inherit the commis-
sion before recommendations are 
completed, Richardson said.

“Fees originate from all over 
the University by all different 
departments – academic, non-
academic, housing, facilities,” 
Richardson said. “It’s going to 
take some time to figure out all 
the stuff students pay for.”

The committee, comprised 
of about a dozen members, will 

The Office of the Vice President for Re-
search offered more than $2 million in an 
internal funding competition among fac-
ulty for fiscal year 2011, as part of a long-
term push to strengthen the quality and 
quantity of research at GW.

The financial boost is just one piece 
of a broad plan to expand research efforts 
across the institution and raise its stature 
in higher education through targeted hir-
ing of research-ready faculty, deliberate 
financial investments and an expansion of 
undergraduate research programs.

In this year’s design of the Univer-
sity’s strategic plan outlining academic 
goals over the next decade, Provost 
Steven Lerman expects to emphasize 
research – alongside teaching and ser-
vice – as one of three pillars for improv-
ing GW’s standing.

“This is going to take a different form 
for each area or discipline,” Lerman said. 

Intensive fundraising campaign planned

Financial 
pledges 
bolster  
research

UPD to 
monitor 
residence 
hall access

elIse apelIan | hatchet phOtOGRapheR
Security guards are permanently stationed in freshman residence halls across campus, like Thurston Hall. 
Police Chief Kevin Hay said the unit is now looking at increasing its control over who enters all residence halls.

Delaney Walsh | hatchet phOtOGRapheR
Junior Lexi Nowell prints from a computer in Gelman Library. The 9 cent cost to 
print has drawn ire from student leaders who want to slash that price.

The University has signed on to 
the Billion Dollar Green Challenge 
with a pledge of millions in eco-
friendly investment over the next 
two years.

The 33 “founding circle” uni-
versities – including GW, Harvard, 
Stanford and Dartmouth – commit-
ted $65 million to green revolving 
funds before the program launched 
Tuesday. A revolving fund invests 
in sustainability initiatives to re-
duce energy consumption, rein-
vesting energy cost savings into 
future green projects.

The challenge, organized by 
the Sustainable Endowments In-
stitute, encourages universities 
and non-profit organizations to 

invest a total of at least $1 billion 
in green revolving funds.

“This is really a low-risk invest-
ment that is going directly back in 
to the school's capital. We believe 
that these commitments are the best 
way to create sustainability initia-
tives,” Soshana Blank, a research 
fellow with the institute, said.

The University committed $2 
million to its Green Campus Fund 
last spring, which counts toward 
the challenge. Half of that fund has 
already been allocated to projects, 
like providing occupancy sensors 
for lights, chilled water connec-
tions, boiler replacements and vari-
able speed drive fans on campus.

Those projects have saved 
$115,000 in energy expenses and 

MIchael BOOsalIs | hatchet phOtOGRapheR
The Environmental Protection Agency provided funding and support for 
the 10-school $1 Billion Green Challenge. The program launched Tuesday.

GW pledges $1 million 
in green investments 
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Alumnus appointed to 
White House board

IN BrIef

H

reel Affirmations presents ‘Dirty Girl’
As part of National Coming Out Week, the 
LGBT Resource Center is co-hosting the 
screening of “Dirty Girl,” a movie about a 
girl and her gay friend set in the 1980s.
Lisner Auditorium • 7 p.m.

Octoberfest
Students and parents can carve pumpkins, 
make fall decorations and enjoy free food from 
the Mount Vernon Programming Council and 
the Office of the Dean of Students.
Mount Vernon Campus Quad • 2 to 5 p.m.

Thursday Friday
Truckapalooza
More than 20 food trucks will 
be parked on H street, offering 
everything from cupcakes and 
macaroni cheese to kabobs and curry.
University Yard • 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

La fiestasa
The Latino Heritage Celebration’s finale will 
feature a live band, Latino food and traditional 
dances like the salsa, merengue and bachata. 
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom  
• 8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Saturday

ON THe WeB www.gwhatchet.com

vIDeO
Literacy Week

Pi Beta Phi sponsored a philanthropy 
week with Teach for America.

vIDeO
Congressman John Yarmuth 

The Kentucky representative discussed 
money and politics with the CDs.

vIDeO
Tent City in University Yard

Amnesty International held its annual 
homelessness awareness event.

OcTOBer

cécILe ScHILIS-GALLeGO | HATcHeT PHOTOGrAPHer
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano and former secretaries Tom Ridge and Michael Chertoff discussed national security in the digital era 
Tuesday in the Jack Morton Auditorium. Professor Thad Allen moderated the panel, hosted by the University’s Homeland Security Policy Institute.
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A GW Law School alumnus and for-
mer adjunct professor will chair a Pres-
idential Emergency Board designed to 
resolve an ongoing dispute between 
major freight rail carriers and their 
unions.

President Barack Obama appointed 
Ira Jaffe and four other members to the 
board last week after more than a year 
of unresolved contract negotiations 
between freight carriers and the 11 
unions representing about 92,000 rail-
way workers.

“It is public service of the highest 
level for individuals in my profession,” 
Jaffe said. “It is an honor to serve with 
such distinguished colleagues to at-
tempt to resolve the pending dispute.”

The board has 30 days to issue a 
report to the president regarding the 
dispute. 

The 1977 graduate served as an ad-
junct professor at the law school from 
1981 until 1984, teaching courses in la-
bor law, collective bargaining and labor 
arbitration as well as agency and part-
nership. 

Jaffe has presided over more than 
4,000 cases regarding industrial labor 
disputes, both in the public and private 
sectors, and has served on three for-
mer presidential emergency boards. He 
also serves on 60 permanent arbitration 
boards dealing with labor issues.

–Matthew Kwiecinski

1513 14

gwhatchetH

@gwhatchet  
@hatchetsports

+ Follow

Join the 
conversation. 



The GW haTcheT News October 13, 2011 w Page A3 

Incidents of academic dis-
honesty at the University have 
increased over the past sev-
eral years, mirroring a national 
trend of web-driven copying. 

A study released this 
month by the Pew Center for 
Research and the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, report-
ed that 55 percent of college 
presidents saw increases in 
plagiarism in papers over the 
past 10 years. 

Academic dishonesty – 
which includes plagiarism 
and cheating – increased sub-
stantially since the Office of 
Academic Integrity’s establish-
ment in 1996, the office's direc-
tor Timothy Terpstra said. 

“It’s as keen of a problem 
as has ever been,” he said.

The office’s case load has 
increased 10 percent since 
2005, Terpstra said. 

Last academic year, 100 
cases of alleged academic 
dishonesty were reported to 
the office, he said. Although 
cheating continued to rise at 
the University last year, plagia-

rism dropped 10 percent in the 
2010-2011 academic year.

The overall number of cas-
es – about one third of which 
are cheating – was similar to 
the year before, despite the 
shift away from plagiarism.

Only five cases were re-

ported in the first six weeks 
of this semester, Terpstra said, 
noting there are usually be-
tween 10 and 15 cases after 
midterms and 20 after finals.

About 86 students were 
charged with violating the 
Code of Academic Integrity 

during the 2009-2010 academic 
year, an 8.5-percent drop from 
the 94 students charged in in 
the 2006-2007 academic year.

The national survey is 
based on interviews with 
1,055 presidents of two- and 
four-year private and public 

institutions. The vast major-
ity of respondents attributed 
the increase to the Internet, 
Kimberly Parker, a represen-
tative at the Pew Center for 
Research, said. 

“I would assume that 
someone will try to develop 
tools to prevent this kind of 
thing,” Parker said. “It’s go-
ing to be hard when everyone 
has access to the Internet in 
their hand.”

The Office of Academic 
Integrity increasingly encour-
ages the use of plagiarism de-
tection software in the class-
room – including SafeAssign, 
a program run by Blackboard 
– and by adopting a modified 
honor code.

First-year University Writ-
ing courses and Writing Cen-
ter resources serve to educate 
students about citation rules 
and preventing plagiarism, 
Terpstra said. 

Online courses, increas-
ingly popular at the Univer-
sity, have a higher risk of inci-
dents of academic dishonesty, 
he said.

“We’re very concerned 
about [online classes].” Terp-

stra said. “The concern is, how 
do you really know the person 
taking the course is really that 
person?”

Terpstra estimated that the 
Office of Academic Integrity 
handles between five and 10 
cases concerning cheating in 
online courses annually. 

While the Internet may 
facilitate dishonesty, it also 
makes identifying plagiarism 
easier, especially as professors 
become more dexterous on-
line, Terpstra said.

“Because of the Internet, 
we are catching more,” Terp-
stra said. u

J Street not up to stan-
dards? Smoke clouding the 
air? 

Take it online with the 
Student Association’s new 
forum for grievances, where 
students can add issues to 
the SA's agenda at any time 
of the day.

The Student Association 
created the digital discus-
sion board for users to post 
campus concerns they want 
prioritized by the SA. Since 
G-Voice was launched last 
Wednesday, site visitors have 
cast 327 votes on 12 user-
submitted posts.

The top concerns in-
clude adding lights to the 
Mount Vernon Campus ath-
letic fields, restoring the free 
newspaper program and pro-
hibiting smoking on campus. 
As of Oct. 12, users cast 87, 
66 and 33 votes respectively 
for each issue.

Visitors to the website, 
distinguished by their com-
puters' IP addresses, can cast 
up to three votes per pro-
posal and a total of 15 at one 
time. Users can submit an 
unlimited number of issues.

“The voting feature al-
lows us to know what are 
the issues on campus in real 
time, but also what’s the or-
der of importance of these 
issues,” SA President John 
Richardson said. 

He looked to the Uni-
versity of Virginia’s student 
government forum, Speak 
Up UVA, as a model. Both 
GW's and UVA's websites are 
hosted by the online agency 
UserVoice. 

Senator Michael Ames-
quita, GSEHD, who posted 
about the need for a bike rack 
outside Gelman Library, said 
G-Voice gives students an 
outlet to voice their concerns 
while pinpointing issues for 
administrators to target.

“Using G-Voice could 

only add to the leverage 
when approaching GW ad-
ministration,” Amesquita 
said. "It is another way for 
SA to be in touch with the 
needs and demands of our 
student body.”

Voting chances will be re-
cycled as issues are complet-
ed or removed from the site. 
Richardson and Executive 
Vice President Ted Costigan 
will moderate the forum, de-
leting vague or inappropri-
ate posts. 

Richardson said the 
team plans to organize is-
sues by categories including 
housing, Gelman Library 
and community building to 
make the site more naviga-
ble for students. 

Moderators are able to 
mark when the SA begins 
tackling an issue, such as 
the College Readership Pro-
gram. The free paper ser-
vice, which brought about 
140,000 newspapers to cam-
pus last year, fell to budget 

cuts this fall. Students in the 
SA have led the fight to re-
store the daily deliveries.

A moderator on the site 
commented on the post that 
progress is already under-

way to provide discounted 
subscriptions to the New 
York Times online. 

He said, as students con-
tinue to learn about G-Voice, 
the site will become a more 

powerful tool. 
“We’re really trying to make 

sure this is something people 
know about and see as an ef-
fective channel to get things 
done,” Richardson said. u

fraNcis rivera | assistaNt PHOtO editOr
A campaign to install bike racks outside of Gelman Library is topping a list of student concerns on G-Voice. 
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Upswing in academic dishonesty driven by online plagiarism

Student issues go digital

by dOrOtHy wHite
Hatchet Reporter incidents of academic dishonesty at Gw in 2010-2011
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ONliNe classes

62%
33%

5%

sOurce: Office fOr academic iNteGrity

G-Voice launches as SA's student complaint forum

"The concern is, how 
do you really know 

the person taking the 
[online] course is 

really that person?"

timothy terpestra
Director

Office of Academic Integrity
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"If I find love in another man, God is making straight that path. I am receiving his 
blessing from that."  
–Damian Legacy, co-founder of Dignity GW, on his religion and sexuality.
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There's no doubt that it’s difficult 
for the average student to get in touch 
with an administrator. 

This gap between students and 
University higher-ups is breached 
by student leaders and a select few 
others, but for the most part, stu-
dents and administrators operate 
in separate spheres on campus and 
rarely, if ever, meet.

But a new facet of the Center for 
Student Engagement is changing that 
paradigm, and it is an excellent oppor-
tunity for both students and adminis-
trators to improve the community.

Administrators in the office of 
the Center for Student Engagement, 
including the Associate Dean of Stu-
dents and the center’s director, Tim 
Miller and Greek Life Director Christi-
na Witkowicki, will be available for an 
hour every business day to meet with 
students who schedule meetings with 
them online.

This is a laudable step for the Cen-
ter for Student Engagement and it 
seems to be a move that will decrease 
some of the red tape that exists between 
students and the administration. 

Students who take advantage of 
these appointments with administra-
tors can come to them with concerns 
ranging from personal issues to hous-
ing irks to those pertaining to student 
organizations. Hopefully these con-
versations help better engage students 
and improve their campus experience. 

This sort of access to Univer-
sity higher-ups might help connect 
more students to administration and 
hopefully students who wouldn’t 
otherwise have this sort of dialogue 
with administrators will be able to 
better voice their own concerns and 
compliments.

It’s already October. And while that means 
for most students it’s time to start prepar-
ing for midterms, for others it means the 

deadline for spring semester study abroad 
applications is fast approaching. 

But, as a campus four blocks 
from the White House, steps from 
the National Mall and a Metro 
ride away from both the Li-
brary of Congress and the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, I can’t help 
but think about how GW is a des-
tination in and of itself. 

Study abroad is not as necessary as the 
University and campus culture makes it 
seem; there is enough to do at GW and in 
D.C. to easily fill four years.

Students at GW live in one of the politi-
cal and cultural capitals of the world, and 
yet nearly half of all undergraduates leave 
at some point during their college careers to 
study abroad.

One reason going abroad is so popular at 
GW is due to the University’s strong mes-
sage that it is part of a student’s college ex-
perience. 

But that hasn’t always been the case. 
In 1997, only 324 students went abroad, 

but 10 years later that figure jumped to 1,651, 

according to the Office of Study Abroad.
But why does this institution place so 

much emphasis on its abroad programs 
when this city – and by extension, this cam-

pus – is already a playground of 
opportunities?

For many students from oth-
er colleges and universities, D.C. 
is the place they come to spend 
their semester abroad. And who 
could blame them when there is 
so much to do and take advan-

tage of right here in the District?
A lot of students go abroad thinking it is 

their last chance in life to travel and explore 
the world. But this assumption is both na-
ïve and untrue. If anything, you’ll find more 
time – and dare I say money – at your dis-
posal to travel later in life.

Aside from the fact that students who 
decide to stay in D.C. benefit from the seem-
ingly endless possibilities of internships, 
let’s not forget that students who go abroad 
miss out on the vibrant campus life GW of-
fers. In the past few years, there have been all 
sorts of wonderful surprises, like Girl Talk at 
this year’s Fall Fest, a week long apocalyp-
tic snowstorm, annual cherry blossoms in 
the spring and the frequent storming of the 

White House and National Mall for rallies 
and speeches.

These are aspects of campus life that 
other colleges and universities – as well as 
study abroad programs, for that matter – 
can’t offer their students. 

Coincidentally, many students return 
to GW thinking they are on track to gradu-
ate when in reality they’re not. Students 
sometimes return to campus to find that the 
courses they took abroad do not count to-
wards their graduation requirements or did 
not adequately prepare them for the upper-
level courses the take upon returning.

Study abroad often doesn’t offer the 
courses GW does. Students in the School of 
Media and Public Affairs and the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science also have 
trouble going abroad, as those kinds of spe-
cialized courses are difficult to transfer cred-
its for.

Now, I’m not saying don't study abroad. 
But the truth is, there is much this city has to 
offer for college students.  

A big reason we came to GW is to be in 
D.C. And this city has a wealth of opportuni-
ties that can't be found anywhere else. 

Be careful not to waste it. 
–The writer is a junior majoring in English.

better 
opportunities for 

engagement

This week, the University re-
leased a series of flow charts that 
standardize and elucidate the 
punishments a student can expect 
based on what he or she is caught 
doing. This is an excellent move 
by the University to better explain 
consequences of alcohol violations, 
and it demonstrates that adminis-
tration is responsive to student 
concerns in this respect.

Now, students will be more in-
formed about the consequences of 
their actions.

Students have not always had 
a clear picture of the University’s 
judicial processes, and this chart is 
a promising step to remedy much 
of the confusion some feel. It is 
also an important step in terms of 
transparency: Now, both students 
and the judicial system will be held 
accountable as actions and conse-
quences are more standardized.

But it is important to note that 
the implementation of this flow 
chart does not institutionalize these 
consequences to the point of rigid-
ity. An infinite number of extenu-
ating circumstances and possible 
events require that the University 
still have the flexibility to consider 
issues on a case-by-case basis. 

This step marks a promising 
move by the University to provide 
students with more clarity in the 
judicial process, and it shows that 
the University has been receptive 
to student concerns. 

increased clarity in 
the judicial process

Patrick Rochelle

Writer

Make D.C. your study abroad destination

A sustainable future for research at GW
Editor's note: This is the first column in a 
two-part series on the future of research at GW. 
Next week, the writer will discuss the balance 
between teaching and research.

WITH THE GROUND BREAKING ON 
the new Science and Engineering Hall 

set to begin next week, the University has 
launched a new phase in science and engi-
neering research. 

This drive toward science and engineer-
ing research will affect every student and fac-
ulty member at the University in the future. 

These plans have been in the works for 
years, but they intensified when the Board of 
Trustees made research its priority with the 
hiring of University President Steven Knapp 
in 2007. 

To account for the difficulties facing re-
search universities, I propose that the Univer-
sity look toward a research model that was 
proven successful at Vanderbilt University. 

By following this model, hopefully the 
University will become a research institution 
in a responsible manner that does not dam-
age the future of the institution. 

A shrinking pool of federal money
Federal grant money is the most impor-

tant source of research funding for higher 
education. Yet in 2009, these funds accounted 
for only 59 percent of science and engineer-
ing obligations to universities, a six-percent 
drop from 2005. 

And the situation could become more 
dire, as government agency budgets may be 
cut while the government looks to continue 
to reduce its deficit. 

As a result, universities are pouring in 
more of their own resources to attract ex-
ternal funding. Of the 100 universities that 
received the most federal science and engi-
neering research money in 1999, 27 of them 
at least doubled their institutional spending 
on such research over the past decade, ac-
cording to a report in The Chronicle of High-
er Education.

Yet nearly half of these schools still tumbled 
in the federal funding rankings. 

Universities have been forced to 
devote significantly more funding 
to research, but these big invest-
ments don’t always achieve their 
full potential, creating a resource 
drain at schools. 

One alternative to depleting a 
school’s own resources could be 
forging industry partnerships. 

GW received only $3 million 
from corporate partnerships in 2009, 
according to the National Science 
Foundation, hardly enough to keep 
our research endeavors thriving. 

The University is also seeking to 
recruit premier research faculty to 
bring in grants. Yet universities nationwide 
lose between 2.1 and 3.8 billion annually on 
un-reimbursed grant costs, according to the 
American Association of Universities. So 
even with top faculty, there is a good chance 
the University can still lose money. 

GW's research dilemma 
The University is ratcheting up its sci-

ence and engineering research programs at 
a time when the race for money and prestige 
has intensified like never before. 

There is a danger in investing in science 
and engineering programs right now, and it 
could potentially be harmful for the future 
of the University. 

Gone are the days of seemingly endless 
money for research universities – the pool is 
shrinking, and only the most innovative and 
adaptive will be able to survive. 

This gives rise to a number of questions: 

What are the costs of attempting to run with 
the best? 

How does the University avoid a potential 
resource drain at this institution? 

Will other programs become shortchanged 
because of GW’s drive toward research? 

There is no one solution. But 
there is one model that I believe 
the University should look to-
ward for guidance. 

A model for success 
Almost 10 years ago, Vander-

bilt University put a $100 million 
discretionary endowment fund 
toward an Academic Venture 
Capital Fund. 

Using the money in the Aca-
demic Venture Capital Fund, 
Vanderbilt opened a large-scale 
internal grant competition 
amongst faculty to vie for fund-
ing. Eventually, 11 main research 

initiatives were chosen and Vanderbilt ear-
marked resources toward these projects for 
significant investment. 

GW should implement these key ideas.
This spring, the University will unveil a 

strategic plan that will identify eight to 10 
key research areas that the University will 
focus on in the future. 

Whichever key research initiatives the 
University decides to focus on, there must 
be a significant and defined amount of re-
sources and funding for these areas. Then, 
a widespread, competitive process amongst 
faculty should be implemented to determine 
which specific research projects will be un-
dertaken for each area.

This will provide the University with a sol-
id foundation in a few particular research areas, 
which will create a stable base for the future. 

Allowing professors to compete with one an-
other will help to en sure that the research projects 

identified will be successful and worthwhile. 
Investing strategically and internally 

throughout the University will give us direc-
tion for our funding, which will allow the 
University to plan the use of our precious 
resources more effectively and efficiently. 

Without strong central guidance from the 
University and a strategic allotment of our 
funds, there is a risk of using our resources 
in an erratic and unproductive manner. 

This move is critical for protecting funding 
and resources for the vast array of programs 
across the University, including the humanities. 

Without a plan to tactically invest in 
some specific areas, our worst fears of bud-
get cutting for other departments and pro-
grams might be realized. 

Will implementing what I am suggesting be 
taking a leap of faith? It very well may be. 

But given the uncertainty surrounding 
research universities, we must take the nec-
essary measures to prepare ourselves for the  
University's long-term future.  

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
political science, is The Hatchet's 

contributing opinions editor.

Doug Cohen

Contributing 
Editor

Gone are the days of seemingly 
endless money for research 

universities – the pond is 
shrinking, and only the most 

innovative and adaptive will be 
able to survive.

Now both students and 
the judicial system will 
be held accountable 

as actions and 
consequences are more 

standardized.

To remain competitive, the University must invest strategically

Hopefully these 
conversations help better 

engage students and 
improve their  campus 

experience.
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An alumnus will likely 
be named a commissioner to 
Foggy Bottom’s flagship neigh-
borhood group, after he runs 
an unopposed race to fill a seat 
left vacant after a Foggy Bot-
tom commissioner resigned 
Aug. 30.

Under D.C. Board of Elec-
tions and Ethics rules, can-
didates who run unopposed 
to fill a vacant ANC position 
are “deemed” commissioners 
and assume the role after be-
ing sworn in by a D.C. Council 
member.

Oct. 13 ends the “challenge 
period” for an individual to 
contest alumnus' Graham Gal-
ka, 26, candidacy. 

Galka graduated from the 
Elliott School of International 
Affairs in 2008. 

“I think Foggy Bottom is a 
great place to work, study and 
live,” he said. 

He said he sees three main 
communities within Foggy 

Bottom – educational, profes-
sional and residential – and 
thinks he would serve constit-
uents well because he has been 
a part of each community at 
some point.

Galka said being an alum-
nus is "only one piece of value I 
bring to the ANC," adding that 
he equally weighs his role as a 
businessman and community 
resident in his experiences.

He opened Relaxed Tan-
ning & Day Spa, located on F 
Street, as a sophomore with 
alumnus and local business-
man Kris Hart, and left the 
company just before earning 
his degree. Now, Galka works 
at The Advisory Board Com-
pany, a global research, health 
care technology and consulting 
firm near 24th and M streets.

He said he ran to bring a 
“unique perspective” to the 
commission and community, 
with the promise to act with 
community’s best interests in 
mind. He said he also hopes to 
bridge the communication gap 
between constituents and com-

missioners to change the "us 
versus them" mentality. He de-
clined to share further goals.

Each of the six single-
member districts within the 
area has a commissioner who 
represents its smaller con-
stituency on the Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission.

The position to represent 
Columbia Plaza opened up 
when former ANC commis-
sioner Eric Malinen retired in 
late August after joining the 
commission in 2008. 

ANC contenders typically 
do not fundraise, but they 
are required to file a financial 
statement to the Office of the 
Advisory Neighborhood Com-
missions, detailing accepted 
contributions and expenditures 
within 60 days of filling a vacant 
seat. There is a $25 cap on dona-
tions to an ANC candidate. 

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said the 
University "is proud of the 
achievements of our individual 
alumni," but does not endorse 
candidates in ANC races. u

by samaNtha stoNe
Hatchet Staff Writer

jordaN emoNt | assistaNt photo editor
Graham Galka, who lives in Columbia Plaza, filed paperwork with the D.C. Board of Elections and 
Ethics to represent the building for the Advisory Neighborhood Commission. The alumnus is running 
in an unopposed race, likely making him the next ANC commissioner by default.

Alumnus to take vacant ANC seat without opposition



A CVS stands today in place of 
the small art house theater where the 
first Reel Affirmations film festival 
took place 20 years ago. 

The stigma of sexually permeat-
ed the festival's inaugural year. Pa-
trons of the Reel Affirmations film 
festival, a non-profit, all-volunteer 
celebration of LGBT film, were hesi-
tant to add their names to the orga-
nization’s mailing list. 

People went to the early screen-
ings and tried not to be noticed, Larry 
Guillmette, chairman of the Film Fes-
tival Coordinating Committee and 
longtime volunteer, said.

This was before the passing of 
marriage equality laws, before al-
lowing gays to serve openly in the 
military and even before GW had 
an LGBT student organization or re-
source center. 

“We had just gone through a 
decade of AIDS devastating a com-
munity, killing thousands of peo-
ple,” Guillmette said. “The main 
objective was to bring more positive 
and affirming images of folks to the 
community itself and to the greater 
community in general.” 

While Guillmette describes the 
District as an accepting and LGBT-
friendly city, he reminds students that 
not every small town radiates such a 
tolerant message.

“You don’t realize it’s not the 
same as it is here,” Guillmette said. 

Guillmette, who attended GW 
from 1979 until 1983, described small-
er audiences in the 90s, and as a con-
sequence of the pre-Internet era, less 
access to films. 

With an increase in technology 
bringing worldwide access to niche 
films, Guillmete says LGBT cinema 
became a more lucrative arena, lead-
ing to more recognized straight actors 
playing gay roles. 

Despite Hollywood warming up 
to LGBT-themed movies, Reel Affir-
mations aims to showcase films that 
are not widely available to the public. 

“We won’t screen something 
that’s been screened in Washington 
previously or that is commercially 
available,” Guillmette said. “You’ve 
got to see it with us.” 

The 9-day festival sets up camp 
across the city, screening films at vari-
ous locations including Lisner Audi-
torium, the Marvin Center, the SMPA 
building, the Atlas Performing Arts 

Center in the H Street corridor, West 
End Cinema, the FHI Globe Theater, 
U.S. Navy Memorial Theater, the 
Goethe-Institut and at the French and 
Israeli embassies.

The festival is organized by 
One in Ten, a D.C.-based producer 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender arts events. 

In planning the festival, Guill-
mette has revisited his roots, work-
ing with Associate Director of In-
clusion Initiatives and Director of 
the GW LGBT Resource Center, 
Timothy Kane. 

“It’s been wonderful to be back 
on campus,” Guillmette said. “Never 
in a million years did I think I would 

be doing something like this.”
The festival also incorporates 

a community service aspect to its 
long list of events. This year, it 
has chosen to partner with univer-
sity LGBT resource centers to raise 
money and donations to expand 
their media libraries.

Kane explained the film festival 

collaboration was the “perfect oppor-
tunity” for a partnership, as it coincid-
ed with National Coming Out Week.

“The GW LGBT Resource Center 
is doing all we can to create partner-
ships across campus with academic 
and administrative departments, as 
well as with community partners fo-
cused on celebrating and supporting 
the LGBT community,” Kane said.   

The festival opened with a panel 
discussion, “Out of the Closet and 
Onto the Screen: A Generation of 
Queer Film” at Lisner Auditorium 
Wednesday evening. The panel fea-
tured prominent figures from behind 
the camera and on center stage in the 
LGBT community. The discussion fo-
cused on LGBT film’s history, from 
the first gay scene in 1895 to the glam-
orized and hyped stereotype it holds 
in Hollywood today.

“We’ve gone from gay bash-
ing to like exotic sort of worship…
it’s become this attractive, alluring 
thing. I think it’s a good thing. It 
might be a little exploitive, but it's 
better than gay bashing,” Bradley 
Bell, the writer and actor in the new 
web series “Husbands” said. 

“You can’t just confine people to 
those little boxes,” Ronnie Kroell of 
Bravo’s "Make Me a Supermodel" 
and June 2010 Playgirl Cover Model 
said, referring to not only sexuality 
but also to race and ethnicities. “We 
all share very vulnerable, beautiful 
human spirits.”

While showcasing over 85 films 
from more than 23 countries, the 
festival allows guests special offers, 
including a six-pack voucher deal, 
“because everyone wants a six-pack, 
or so I’m told,” said Guillmette.

The discount offers a six-pack of 
tickets for $60, a $12 dollar discount off 
the regular price admission of $12. u

Melissa Turley
Features Editor
mturley@gwhatchet.com

Josh Perlman
Contributing Editor
jperlman@gwhatchet.com HCultureOctober 13, 2011 w Page A6 Get off your

BOTTOM
Events off the Foggy Bottom Campus

EgyPT fEsT 
The Yards Park 
Saturday 
Free 

TasTE of gEorgETown
Wisconsin Ave. & M St. 
Saturday 
$3+ per ticket

Teaism offers real ethnic food, 
real fast, for a price that won’t burn a 
hole in your pocket. 

With a casual din-
ing atmosphere, the 
restaurant welcomes 
you to the cashier first. 
Place your order, and 
then find your table. 
Within minutes, your 
number is called and you are en-
joying a warm bowl of Thai chick-
en curry or udon noodle soup.

For a price similar to Panera’s, 
you can expect to find much more 
than a sandwich or a cup of soup. 
From bento boxes to various hot and 
cold noodle dishes, to sandwiches 
and kebabs, this restaurant has all 
things Asian inspired, including the 
afternoon tea menu. 

I sampled three very different 
dishes and the famous Thai style 
bubble tea, for $3.15, sweetened with 
milk. I ordered the salmon bento box 
for $9.25, complete with chilled teri-
yaki salmon, a cucumber-ginger sal-
ad, edamame and steamed rice. The 
salmon, while very flavorful, was 
a little too chilled for my liking. It 
wasn’t as soft and buttery as a tradi-
tional salmon dish, and I could tell it 
had been sitting in a fridge for quite 
some time. The cucumber salad was 
light and refreshing, and the rice was 

topped with a flavorful combination 
of seaweed, sesame seeds and pow-
dered ginger.

Next, I tried my 
friend’s Korean bar-
beque beef with spicy 
cabbage and brown 
rice, for $11. The beef 
was especially tender 
and juicy, as if it had 

been braised all day. The spicy cab-
bage tasted very authentic. It was 
crisp yet soft, sweet yet acidic. I 
also tasted the Thai chicken curry, 
$9, and was impressed that, despite 
having been sitting out on our table 
while we sampled other dishes, it 
was still at the perfect temperature. 
Tender chicken floated in a bath of 
coconut milk-based yellow curry, 
crunchy jicama, carrots and green 
beans. The combination of flavor 
and texture was exceptional. The 
sticky rice was more of an after-
thought, but I didn’t think the dish 
needed anything to supplement. 
I definitely enjoyed the curry the 
most, and I wish I had ordered it as 
my main course. 

The calm atmosphere and dim 
lighting mixed with the sweet smell 
of a variety of freshly baked oat cook-
ies is welcoming no matter the time 
of day, and the array of meal options 
is sure to satisfy any customer. 

One in three adults in the 
District are functionally illiterate. 
Only one out of 13 students who 
grow up in a low-income commu-
nity will graduate from college.

Teach for America and the 
Pi Beta Phi sorority have teamed 
up to facilitate the first annual lit-
eracy week to combat these hard-
hitting statistics.

Pi Beta Phi member Alanna 
Murphy has worked in D.C. public 
schools as a tutor with Jumpstart.

“I once worked with a little 
girl whose name began with the 
letter C. She knew how to write 
her name, but would still iden-
tify the letter 'C' as her name and 
would go as far as to get mad at 
other children with C’s for steal-
ing her name,” Murphy said. 

 “Later in the year, after 
much practice and explaining, 
we got her to realize that C was 
only a part of her name, and 
that it is in fact a common letter 
for other names and that C can 
be used in many ways,” Mur-
phy said.

Murphy explained that the 
overall goal of Jumpstart is to 

help students achieve self-ac-
tualization in the classroom by 
giving them choices, indepen-
dence and raising their confi-
dence levels. 

Pi Beta Phi and Teach for 
America co-hosted a five-person 
panel Wednesday evening, “Too 
Important to Fail.” Each speaker 
represented a different sector of 
the economy, including profes-
sors, a medical school resident, a 
senior consultant with Booz Al-
len, a public policy advocate and 
a special assistant to the Africa 
Affairs Bureau at USAID. 

The panelists also offered a 
unique perspective when dis-
cussing education and literacy in 
America, having all been former 
teachers with Teach for America. 

“You understand once you 
become a teacher,” said Eric 
Sokolove, an alumnus who, af-
ter finishing his two-year teach-
ing experience at Teach For 
America, decided to become a 
lifelong teacher.

This year, Teach for America 
placed over 9,200 teachers in 
42 regions across the country, 
bringing a wealth of education 
experience to the strong part-
nership with Pi Beta Phi.

“One of the premier educa-
tion centers in this country, GW 
offers great education opportu-
nities,” said Anthony Buatti, a 
campus recruiter for Teach for 
America.

A former third grade teach-
er in Phoenix, Buatti explained 
why it is important to inform 
about educational issues in D.C.

“We want Colonials to get 
into classrooms and teach. This 
will help close the illiteracy 
gap,” Buatti said. 

Pi Beta Phi's first-ever liter-
acy week began with a bake sale 
Monday to raise money for the 
sorority’s literacy-centered phi-
lanthropy, First Book, and for a 
local elementary school.  

Thursday, Pi Beta Phi will 
hold a special screening of “Wait-
ing for Superman,” a documen-
tary that chronicles the struggles 
of several students as they navi-
gate the public education system 
in the United States.

Pi Beta Phi has set a dona-
tion goal from the week’s events 
at $500, the proceeds of which 
will go toward providing for 
classroom expenses or special 
projects like a computer lab in a 
local D.C. school. u

Lauren Katz

siErra schwarTz | haTchET PhoTograPhEr
Teaism offers unique cuisine like chicken Thai curry and sticky rice at its three locations 
throughout the District in Lafayette Park, Dupont Circle and Penn Quarter.

Tasting tea and 
ethnic delicacies 

Teaism aT Penn QuarTer
400 8th St. NW

MichEllE raTTingEr | sEnior PhoTo EdiTor
Sophomore Paige Spangler, far left, senior Erika Strehl, left,  junior Emma Sakson, right, and senior Caroline Quat, far right, wear 
black to raise awareness of America's dropout rates. The event was part of Pi Beta Phi and Teach for America's Literacy Week.

by Enni aigboMian
Hatchet Reporter

Boosting literacy word by word

by MElissa TUrlEy and 
roXannE goldbErg
Hatchet Reporters

reeling in 20 years of lgbT cinema

francis rivEra | assisTanT PhoTo EdiTor 
Bob Mondello, NPR's arts critic, discussed the history of cinematic portrayals of gay characters, mentioning movies such as 
"Basic Instinct" and "Philadelphia." The panel, which included Michelle Clunie from "Queer as Folk" and Ronnie Kroell from 
"Make Me a Supermodel," came together Thursday evening to hold a discussion the night before Reel Affirmations' opening night.

'dirTy girl'
Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. – Lisner Auditorium

'i aM'
Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. – GW Doc B-7

'Pariah'
Oct. 15 at 8 p.m. – Atlas Performing Arts Center

'Pariah' PhoTo coUrTEsy of focUs fEaTUrEs, 'i aM' PhoTo coUrTEsy of rEEl affirMaTions, 'dirTy girl' PhoTo coUrTEsy of ThE wEinsTEin coMPany

Teach for America and Phi Beta Phi join forces
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October 14
Lewis Cotlow Student 
Research Conference 
 2 to 5 p.m.

Join the department of anthropol-
ogy as it holds its annual Lewis 
N. Cotlow Anthropology Student 
Research Conference to tout 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents who received grants for their 
first-hand field research during 
summer 2011. A reception will im-
mediately follow the conference.

1957 E St., Room TBD

Eckles Prize Award Reception  
        3 p.m.

Come celebrate with the winners 
and finalists of the 2011 Eckles 
Prize for Freshman Research Excel-
lence. Enjoy light refreshments as 
you watch and discuss the win-
ning research projects.

Mount Vernon Campus, Eckles Library

Women’s soccer vs. Dayton 
 4 p.m.

Take in the charming scenes 
of D.C. as the Vern Express 

transports you to the Mount 
Vernon Campus to cheer on our 
women’s soccer team as the Co-
lonials play Dayton. All games 
are free, and buff and blue attire 
is appreciated. 

Mount Vernon Athletic Complex

Eye Street Massage Therapy
3 to 7 p.m.

Looking to de-stress? Relax 
with a 15-minute seated mas-
sage, which combines Swedish, 
deep tissue and pressure point 
techniques to help make your 
weekend even more enjoyable.

Marvin Center, 3rd floor

Selections of classes from 
"GW's Best"  
 4 to 4:50 p.m.

Julie Ryan: Secrets and spice
Professor Julie Ryan will 
explain the history and founda-
tions of cryptography, the art 
and study of writing or solving 
codes and describe how it is 
used and misused in e-com-
merce. 

Marvin Center, Room 307

Jo Spear: The arms trade in the 
21st century
Come learn about the relation-
ship between the state and 
defense firms in a globalized 
international arms market, and 
see how things have changed 
since the Cold War.

Marvin Center, Room 308 

GW Volleyball vs. Fordham and 
Colonials Invasion 
 6 p.m.

See the newly renovated Smith 
Center while supporting the 
volleyball team free of charge 
as it battles Fordham. Don’t 
leave after the game, because 
Colonials Invasion, a stimulat-
ing spirit event to kick off the 
season, will be starting im-
mediately afterward. So stay a 
while, and meet the GW men’s 
and women’s basketball teams, 
listen to live music and enjoy 
giveaways. Box Office opens at 
5:00 p.m.

Charles E. Smith Center

Acapellapalooza
8:30 to 10:30 p.m. and 9 to 11 p.m. 
Come enjoy the voices of GW's 
a cappella groups in the an-
nual charity concert sponsored 
by the GW Troubadors. Pro-
ceeds will help benefit Miri-
am’s Kitchen, which provides 
free, homemade meal support 
services to more than 4,000 
homeless men and women 
each year. 

Marvin Center Continental Ballroom and 
Marvin Center Amphitheatre

October 15
Dean’s Breakfasts 

8:30 to 9:45 a.m.
Meet the dean and invited faculty 
members of your child’s school. 

Columbian College of Arts and Sciences: 
Marvin Center Columbian Square

Elliott School of International Affairs: 
1957 E St., 2nd Floor Atrium

School of Business:
Duques Hall, 1st Floor

School of Engineering and Applied Science: 
Tompkins Hall

School of Public Health and Health Services:
Marvin Center, Room 310

Walking the spirit of black 
Foggy Bottom
 Noon to 2 p.m.

Embark on a one-mile-long tour to 
see the best of African American 
history in D.C. Visit 33 sites in and 
around the Foggy Bottom Campus. 
Led by Assistant Vice President for 
D.C. Relations, Bernard Demczuk, 
you can learn about the impact and 
significance of African Americans 
in the capital. RSVP by calling 202-
994-5465.

Departing from the Marvin Center GW 
Bookstore, ground floor

2011 Colonials Weekend  
Keepsake Photo 
 Noon to 4 p.m.

Stop by to take computer portraits 
and a digital video with your 
family, so you can all remember 
Colonials Weekend 2011. 

Marvin Center, 1st Floor Lobby

October 16
Colonials Weekend jazz brunch

9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Experience the wonderful duo of 
food and live jazz music, hosted 
by GW’s radio station WRGW. 
Cost: Adults - $25, Children 12 
years and under - $12.95

Marvin Center

Sunday brunch at the  
Mount Vernon Campus  
 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

You better be hungry on Sunday 
morning, because the Mount 
Vernon Campus is continuing 
the tradition of an all-you-can-
eat buffet, including assorted 
beverages, scrambled eggs, 
pancakes, French toast, breakfast 
potatoes, lunch entrees, break-
fast meats, pizza, a salad bar and 
omelets. Cost: $7.25 per person, 
and an additional $1.50 for made-
to-order omelets

Mount Vernon Campus Pelham Commons, 
West Hall

9th annual Foggy Bottom and West 
End neighborhood block party

1 to 4 p.m.
Join FRIENDS, a community group 
whose purpose is to promote 
positive dialogue between GW 
and its neighbors, and over 
100 booths from local D.C. 
businesses, restaurants, groups 
and institutions for a fun-filled 
afternoon.

Eye Street Mall

COLONIALS WEEKEND 

Schedule 
highlights{ }by Chelsea dern | Hatchet Reporter

20 11
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Colonials Weekend is the 
perfect opportunity for 

you to get off your bottom 
and show your family 

how well you know D.C. 
The Hatchet’s cheat sheet 

will help you seem like quite 
the Washingtonian, and give 

you an inside scoop on the 
lesser-known details of the District. 

Read up so you can be the tour 
guide this weekend.

–Ana Cvetkovic

Located east of the Capitol Building, Eastern Mar-
ket encompasses a hub of rainbow-colored townhous-
es, 59 city parks and its namesake – a historic market 
frequented by locals and tourists alike. 

Completed in 1873, Capitol Hill’s Eastern Market 
served as a center for commerce until 2007 when it was 
damaged in a fire. Later that year, the historic site was 
rebuilt and has been serving local shoppers ever since.

On weekdays, the indoor market’s permanent ven-
dors sell baked goods, cheeses and fresh flowers. On 
weekends, visitors enjoy a farmer’s market. Sundays are 
a treat for arts and crafts junkies, with the weekly flea 
market. Eastern Market is a must-see location to get a 
sense of Washington beyond the politics.

With such a centralized location, only a stone's throw 
from Capitol Hill and within walking distance of the Mall, 
there is no reason to miss out on this neighborhood.

With its reputation as a commercial center of Wash-
ington in the 1920s, to the riots and violence of late 1960s 
following the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Columbia Heights has had a tumultuous past. 

Known now for its new retail development, with 
stores like Target, Best Buy and Bed Bath and Beyond, 
Columbia Heights has all the basics you need for dorm 
life, and is only a Metro ride away. 

If you find yourself in Columbia Heights in the early 
hours of the morning and don’t feel like going home yet, 
don’t worry. You can go to Bloombars (3222 11th St., NW), a 
nonprofit performance space, which shows a movie once a 
month from 2:30 to 6:00 a.m., after the bar shuts down. 

The next Sunrise Cinema showing will be Sunday, 
Nov. 6 at 2:30 a.m. Places like Bloombars are what 
make Columbia Heights feel like a community in an 
otherwise hectic city. 

Established in 1890, the park has over 25 miles of 
trails and offers locations for boat and bike rentals as 
well as the opportunity for golfing or horseback riding. 
The trails are perfect for a short stroll or day hike. Paths 
through the park connect prime shopping and eating lo-
cations, such as Georgetown and Bethesda, Md.

Besides being known for its outdoors-y side, the area 
is also home to several boutiques that have earned their 
own reputations with their artistic wares. Stores such as 
Wake Up Little Suzie, Vintage No. 5 and Carbon have all 
gained respectability, and provide a fun day for anyone 
looking to do some shopping.

Whether you’re browsing the shops or meandering 
along a scenic trail, the area promises not to disappoint 
in terms of sights and adventures. For locals, this is the 
place for a day of relaxation and enjoyment away from 
the normal bustle of the city.

path less
traveled{ } Explore new areas

Rock cReek PaRkway columbia HeigHts easteRn maRket
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the eastern market neighborhood is a 
gem next to the crown jewel of the Capitol 

that should not be overlooked. 

Rock creek Park is like an oasis for nature lovers in 
the middle of the city, extending 12 miles 

from the Potomac River to the border of maryland.

columbia Heights is a vibrantly diverse community, and 
has recently re-emerged on the District scene as a popular 

residential area, especially for young professionals. 

by emily sChamberger | Hatchet Reporter by luCy emery | Hatchet Reporter by ana CvetkoviC | Hatchet Reporter
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Rock cReek natuRe centeR anD PlanetaRium 
This educational and interactive center has shows that 

are perfect for children. Saturdays and Sundays, there are 
shows for kids 5 and up at 1 p.m., and for ages 7 and up, the 
show is at 4 p.m. Tickets are free for pick-up. 
Hours: Wednesday to Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  5200 Glover Road, NW

PeiRce mill in Rock cReek PaRk 
This historic landmark is holding a heritage festival 

Saturday, Oct. 15th to celebrate its re-opening. Artists, 
craftspeople and historians will be dressed in 19th century 
apparel, and will demonstrate what daily life was like for 
people of that period. 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The intersection of Tilden Road and Beach Drive, NW

wake uP little suzie 
This neighborhood gem is a large boutique that con-

tains a wide assortment of goods. Everything from jewelry 
to ceramics can be seen in this store.
Hours: Monday through Friday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sunday 12 a.m. to 5 p.m. 3409 Connecticut Ave., NW

sticky FingeRs bakeRy
Columbia Heights isn’t just for shopaholics, but for food-

ies too. It is home to Sticky Fingers Bakery, a vegan bakery that 
was voted Best Bakery and Best Vegan Restaurant by Wash-
ington City Paper readers in 2010. Though all the food is veg-
an, non-vegans and vegans alike can find tasty treats here. 
Hours: Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 1370 Park Road, NW

tHeateRs
Columbia Heights is also home to two unique theater ex-

periences. GALA (formerly the iconic Tivoli Theatre) captivates 
audiences with plays in both English and Spanish. Rorschach 
Theatre is a small venue featuring plays that rival bigger pro-
duction companies. Currently showing at the Rorschach The-
atre is "After the Quake," a play adapted from the short stories 
of Haruki Murakami, showing Oct. 10 through Nov. 6.
Rorschach theatre gala  theatre
Hours: Thursday through Saturday 8 p.m. Hours vary
Sunday 3 p.m.   1333 H St., NE  3333 14th St., NW

Room 11
Room 11, a wine bar 

that seats an intimate 15 
guests, is another favorite 
of many D.C. locals. Al-
though the bar is frequent-
ly packed, once you get 
into this warm and cozy at-
mosphere, you won’t want 
to leave.
Hours: Sunday through Thursday 
5 p.m. to 1 a.m., Friday and 
Saturday 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.
3234 11th St., NW

tHe maRket
Come any day of the week – except Monday when it 

is closed – for the permanent produce, cheese and meat 
stalls, or on the weekends for the outdoor farmer's mar-
ket and flea market. Enjoy “Music in the Yard," featuring 
everything from jazz to acoustic rock, at the flea market 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.
MARkET:
Hours: Tuesday through Friday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed Monday
Location: 225 7th St., SE (between North Carolina Avenue and 
C Street, SE) 
FLEA MARkET:
Hours: 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Hine School Yard, 
7th and C streets, NE

baRRacks Row
This up-and-com-

ing area is comprised of 
five blocks that feature 
a variety of shops and 
dining venues ranging 
in price and flavors. 
Students, come back 
next September to at-
tend the annual Fall 
Festival – a day of tra-
ditions, including food 
and music. 
Location: 8th Street from 
Pennsylvania Avenue, SE to 
M Street, SE

insiDeR tiPs:

Like what you taste 
at Sticky Fingers? 
You can enjoy it at 
home soon: Look for 
the recipe book coming 
out in February 2012. 

U Street is not a far 
trek. 
If you happen to be in 
the neighborhood, it is 
well worth a visit.

insiDeR tiPs:
Famished from shopping? 
Head over to Market Lunch 
(located in Eastern Market’s 
South Hall) and try the fa-
mous crab cakes, or check out 
brunch on a Saturday – try the 
buckwheat blueberry waffles. 
Hours and location: see 
"Eastern Market"

Picnic after food shopping
Located about five blocks 
northeast of Eastern Market, 
Lincoln Park is ideal for a picnic 
al fresco after you've finished 
your food shopping. Its seven 
acres make it the largest of four 
major parks in Capitol Hill.
Hours: 5 a.m. to midnight
Location: East Capitol Street, NE 
and 11th Street, SE 

Can’t find that 
gift you’ve been 
searching for? 
Wake Up Little Suzie 
is worth a peek – 
you’re sure to find 
something, even for 
the people in your 
life who are hardest 
to shop for. 

Why not try biking? 
There’s more than one way 
to get around in nature. Big 
Wheel Bikes is a rental shop 
in Georgetown, right on the 
edge of the Mount Vernon 
Trail in Rock Creek Park. 
Open Tuesday through Friday 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
and Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
1034 33rd St., NW

insiDeR tiPs: 

top and bottom left and top middle: file photos
top right: miChelle rattinger | senior photo editor

bottom right: photo Courtesy of d.C. united



Originally developed in the late 19th century in response 
to the rapid demand for housing, U Street soon became a pre-
dominately African American neighborhood, rich in culture 
and art. In the 1990s, U Street was revitalized, following a 
period of decline, and turned into a thriving, diverse commu-
nity with new dining, entertainment venues and homes. 

Today U Street is known for its ethnic food and shopping 
but the nightlife is what really makes this area buzz. When 
you walk the Corridor – as the main street is called – you’ll 
find laid-back bars, cool concert halls and unique storefronts.

Jazz has a special place in the heart of U Street, once being 
home to Duke Ellington and a performing ground for Billie 
Holiday and Louis Armstrong at the Lincoln Theatre, still a 
working venue thanks to careful preservation. 

Music still thrives in the neighborhood today. Nestled 
nearby is the 9:30 Club, which was named “top club” by the 
Billboard Magazine Touring Awards in both 2007 and 2009. 
This is a small venue hosting big names like Bob Dylan and 
Adele.

Whether you want a sophisticated night at a trendy 
restaurant or bar, or to let loose at a nightclub, you can 
find it all here.

The Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium stands in 
front of you, the iconic home of the D.C. United soccer 
team.

The stadium is located in the midst of a residential 
neighborhood, and was first preceded by the construc-
tion of the D.C. Armory in 1941, which is now home to 
the D.C. Rollergirls.

The stadium was not built until 1961, and was origi-
nally home to the Washington Redskins, the Washington 
Senators and the Nationals after that. D.C. United held 
its first game there in 1996 and has gone on to win four 
Major League Soccer championship cups.

The main focus of the Armory-Stadium Metro stop is 
the stadium, but the area still plays host to several scenic 
parks that are well worth the trip. There are two parks that 
are within walking distance of the Metro, Lincoln Park 
and the Congressional Cemetery, which are local gather-
ing spots for joggers, dog walkers and history buffs.

U Street

Armory– StAdiUm

D

E

by Lucy EmEry | Hatchet Reporter

Upon exiting the U Street metro station, you’ll find yourself 
in a culturally vibrant and active area. Here is one example 

of a living, breathing D.C. neighborhood. 
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BUSBoyS And PoetS 
If you are looking for place that not only serves food, but 

food for thought, then head to this neighborhood gem. Bus-
boys and Poets describes itself as a gathering place “where 
racial and cultural connections are consciously uplifted...a 
place to take a deliberate pause and feed your mind, body 
and soul.”
Hours: Monday through Thursday 8 to 2 a.m., Friday 8 to 2 a.m., 
Saturday 9 to 2 a.m., Sunday 9 a.m to midnight
14th and V streets, NW

VintAge SHoPPing
Looking for an edgy and unique wardrobe? Then the 

vintage shopping in this neighborhood is a must, with pop-
ular stores like Junction, Dr. K Vintage and Rock it Again. 

JuNCTION
Hours: Wednesday 3 to 7 p.m., Thursday through Saturday noon 
to 7 p.m., Sunday noon to 5 p.m., closed Monday and Tuesday
1510 u St., NW

DR. K VINTAge
Hours: Monday through Sunday 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
1534 u St., NW

ROCK IT AgAIN 
Hours: Monday through 
Thursday noon to 7:30 p.m., 
Friday noon to 7 p.m., Sunday 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
1528 u St., NW

Ben’S CHili Bowl 
One great place to get 

your foodie fix in the District is Ben’s Chili Bowl, which 
boasts the best chili dogs in the area. This eatery isn’t 
just a local secret; celebrities like Bill Cosby, Bono and 
even President Barack Obama have indulged here. And 
don’t fear, vegetarians – there is also great veggie chili. 
Hours: Monday through Thursday 6 to 2 a.m., Friday 6 to 4 a.m., 
Saturday 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
1213 u St., NW

inSider tiPS:
This is one of the best 
areas of town if you’re 
in the mood for Ethio-
pian food or jazz 
restaurants and bars 
– there are so many, it’s 
hard to pick a favorite! 
When it’s breakfast 
time at Ben’s Chili 
Bowl, you can still get 
a chili dog, or anything 
else off the main menu.

by EmiLy SchambErgEr | Hatchet Reporter

Stepping off the Armory-Stadium metro stop on game 
day, you'll hear the roar of 40,000 fans cheering. 

d.C. United gAme
What better way to experience this neighborhood than 

watching a game at RFK Stadium? D.C. United face Chicago 
Fire Saturday, Oct. 15 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets range from $23 to $46. 

linColn PArk 
Weary of being packed shoulder to shoulder with 

crazed fans? Take a breath of fresh air at this quaint 
park near Armory-Stadium. Pierre L’Enfant created it in 
his original designs for the city, along with many other 
parks. 
east Capitol Street, Ne and 11th Street, Ne

CongreSSionAl Cemetery 
This is one of D.C.’s first cemeteries, boasting some of 

D.C.’s more memorable citizens. It is open to the public for 
tours and exploration. Presidents John Quincy Adams, Wil-
liam H. Harrison and Zachary Taylor have headstones to 
look for.
Open during daylight hours. There is an 11 a.m. introductory tour 
and a 1 p.m. Civil War tour Saturday, Oct. 15.
1801 e St., Se

inSiderS tiPS:
Get a free scarf
The first 5,000 fans to arrive 
at the D.C. United game 
Oct. 15 will receive a free 
D.C. United scarf.

Relax
Before the game, Lin-

coln Park is a great spot to 
lay down a blanket. Enjoy 
the fall weather and watch 
locals in the park or fans 
prepping for the game.
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Tour the District in 
style{ }

by hyacinth maScarEnhaS | Hatchet Staff Writer

Exploring the nation’s capital is a must-do during Colonials Weekend and 
there is no shortage of ways to travel through the 63 square miles. 

Sitting on the open-top deck of a bright red dou-
ble-decker bus is one of the more traditional ways to 
see D.C. This hop-on, hop-off bus tour allows you to 
soak in the sights, culture and history of the capital at 
your own pace, with three different routes to choose 
from. From the White House and the U.S. Capitol to 
Georgetown and the National Cathedral, these buses 
run at regular intervals every 15 minutes in central 
areas and every 30 minutes on the extended routes. 
The tour also includes a free, serene 50-minute cruise 
along the Potomac River. 
location: Tour kiosk at union Station 
time: Departs every 20 to 30 minutes from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. daily
Price:  For 24 hours, Adults $31.50, Children (ages 4-12) 
$16.20. For 48 hours, Adults $36, Children $18
Contact info: Reserve online to save 10 percent at 
www.bigbustours.com or call 877-332-8689 for more 
information

Let’s face it – touring around the city takes 
time and energy. Why not cover an entire day’s 
worth of touring within three hours, buzzing 
around the city on an unbelievably cool Segway 
tour? After a quick training session, take your 
new skills to the streets, and glide through the 
National Mall, seeing the Botanical gardens, 
the White House, the Capitol building and the 
J. Edgar Hoover Building. Including this quick, 
trendy tour as a part of your weekend will en-
sure that you have plenty of time to check out 
more of the city than you planned. 
location: 14th and I streets, NW
time: 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. daily
Price: $65 to $80 (must be over 16)
Contact info: Reserve online at 
www.capitalsegway.com or call 1-800-979-3370. 
Special and students rates may be available, call 
202-682-1980

What better way to spend a gorgeous 
weekend than biking through the refined at-
mosphere of Old Town Alexandria? Discov-
er the charm of this area by biking through 
the countless boutiques, mouth-watering 
restaurants, antique shops and contempo-
rary art galleries on a Sunday morning. This 
guided tour highlights various sites often 
visited by “George Washington, Robert E. 
Lee, and Thomas Jefferson including Christ 
Church, Gadsby’s Tavern and the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial,” according 
to the company's website. 
location: 1 Wales Alley, Alexandria, Va.
time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Price: Adults - $40 (must be over 13)
Contact info: Reserve by calling 1-866-736-8224 
or online at www.bikeandroll.com

Get a glimpse of the history and sacrifice 
of America’s patriots and war heroes, both 
humble and well known, with the only au-
thorized mobile tour through the Arlington 
National Cemetery. This tour includes the 
Women in Military Service for America me-
morial, the Kennedy gravesites, the Tomb 
of the Unknowns and the Robert E. Lee me-
morial. Catch the last tour, which departs 
30 minutes prior to the Cemetery's close to 
watch the Changing of the Guard.  
location: Arlington Cemetery Visitors Center
time: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; cemetery hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Oct. through March)
Price: Adults - $8.50; Children (ages 3–11) - $4.25
Contact info: Tickets may be purchased only 
at the ticket booth inside the visitors center. For 
more information, call 202-554–5100.

Celebrate the historic dedication of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. with this elegant, civil rights 
inspired cruise along the Potomac River. With 
live entertainment and narration from the Civil 
Rights era in the background, deliciously fresh 
cuisine and an amazing riverside view of D.C., 
this could be the perfect weekend getaway to re-
lax, enjoy and experience. 
location: gangplank Marina, 6th and 
Water streets, SW 
Board: 10:45 a.m. 
Cruise: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Price: Adults  - $59.90, 
Children (ages 3-12) - $29.95
Contact: Reserve by calling 866-306-2469 or 
online at www.odysseycruises.com/washingtondc

BIg BuS TOuRS

MARTIN LuThER KINg, JR. 
MEMORIAL CELEBRATION 
 BRuNCh CRuISE

D.C. ghOST TOuR

hISTORIC OLD TOwN 
BIKE TOuR wITh  

BIKE AND ROLL

Jordan Emont | aSSiStant Photo Editor
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ELiSE aPELin | PhotograPhEr titLE

céciLE SchiLiS-gaLLEgo | hatchEt PhotograPhEr

dELanEy waLSh | hatchEt PhotograPhEr

nichoLaS ruSSELL | hatchEt PhotograPhEr

CApITAL SEgwAy

ARLINgTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERy TOuR

Fancy yourself a ghost hunter? Expe-
rience the darker side of the District with 
a lantern-lit tour through the “crimes of 
passion, duels and assassinations” that 
haunt the city’s history. Take a nightly 
tour with a Victorian-clad tour guide to 
learn more about the ghosts of St. John's 
Church, rumors of Lincoln’s ghost in the 
White House and possible hotel polter-
geists. Not recommended for those who 
are nightmare-prone. 
location: In front of the Dolley Madison 
House, 1520 H St., NW
time: 8 p.m. nightly 
Price: Adult - $15 (ages 12 and up), 
Child - $8 (ages 7-11)
Contact: Reserve online at 
www.dcghosttours.com or call 888-844-3999
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When Colonials Weekend rolls around each year, the D.C. population 
seems to double in size. Here’s a handy guide on how to avoid the 
overwhelming crowds at the District’s main attractions.

Home to an impressive collection 
of European and contemporary art, the 
Corcoran is one of the largest private 
museums in the District. The beautiful 
1897 Beaux-Arts-style building houses a 
brilliant Harlem Renaissance exhibit col-
lected from the Corcoran’s own school of 
design. Afterward, relax in Rawlins Park 
– its flowing pond full of goldfish makes 
it one of D.C.’s most charming retreats. 

Adults - $10, students and seniors (62+) - $8, 
free for children under 12 

Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday and Friday 
through Sunday. Open until 9 p.m. Thursday. 

500 17th St. NW

For all those history buffs, take a 
breather from dining and shopping 
in Georgetown and check out this 
historic federal house, constructed in 
1798. It has been improved, renovated 
and added on to in stages since it was 
purchased by Mildred and Robert 
Woods Bliss in 1920. Take a humorous 
tour and leave with some fun facts. 
Did you know that residents used to 
pass around the chamber pot after a 
formal meal so gentlemen could take 
a group pee? 

Adults  - $5, children and students free 
Hours: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday

2715 Q St. NW

If you're looking for a more 
international experience, be-
yond the patriotism of the Na-
tional Mall, look no further than 
Embassy Row. You can travel the 
globe in a matter of minutes. Just 
stroll north along Massachusetts 
Avenue from Dupont Circle and 
explore the elegant mansions 
that house over 50 embassies. 
Don’t miss the four-acre British 
Embassy, called “the queen of 
the row.” This is a perfect way 
to remember that you're in an 
international city.  

Massachusetts Avenue – 
addresses vary

Metro – Dupont Circle 

With rotating hands-on exhibits, this 
museum is perfect for younger siblings. 
Check out the new "Animal Grossology" 
exhibit and explore the digestive tract of a 
cow. Enjoy the companion exhibit, “Weird 
But True,” featuring the wackiest and to-
tally true facts about the animal world.

Adults - $8, students, military and seniors  - $6, 
children ages 5 to 12 - $4

Entrance to photography exhibitions is free
Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, last entry at 5:30 p.m.

1145 17th St., NW 
Metro – Farragut North

Instead of typical 
activities{ }

...try these
,

by Samantha Zeldin | Hatchet Reporter

Instead of visiting the more mainstream National Gallery of Art, visit the 

CorCoran  
Gallery of art.

file photo

The grounds are home to many hidden 
memorial treasures. At the end of Memo-
rial drive, the first site you’ll see is the 
Women in Military Service for America 
Memorial. Explore the graveyard a 
bit more and you will a l s o 
find the Confeder-
ate Monument, the 
Challenger Memo-
rial and the Nurses 
Memorial. The Iwo 
Jima Memorial, lo-
cated at the cem-
etery’s northern end, 
displays the iconic 
raising of the flag 
over Mt. Suribachi.

Metro – Arlington 
Cemetery pooja miStry | hatchet photographer

Instead of visiting the Washington Monument, which 
is closed due to earthquake damage, 
check out the array of memorials 
throughout Arlington National 
Cemetery, especially the 

Iwo JIma memorIal.

Didn’t plan for a White House tour? Instead, see another kind of residence: 

Dumbarton 
House.

Instead of taking a stroll along the 

National Mall, take a 

walking tour of

embassy row. 

michael BooSaliS | hatchet photographer

Located on the Tidal Ba-
sin’s west bank, the FDR 
memorial is made up of four 
red-granite rooms that nar-
rate Roosevelt's presidency 
through the Great Depression 
to his infamous New Deal 
plan and World War II. The 
best view is at night, when the 
reflected marble shimmers in 
the still Tidal Basin. 

Metro – Smithsonian file photo

Instead of exploring the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural 
History, check out the 

natIonal  
GeoGrapHIC museum. 

delaney walSh | hatchet reporter

Shana fegginS | hatchet photographer
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Colonial Invasion then & now{ }

file photo 
Left: Then-senior Chris Monroe starts off the men's basketball 2002-2003 season with a dunk.  
Right: Junior Jessica Smith entertains at Midnight Madness before the basketball players are introduced 
for the start of the season. The 2002 Midnight Madness was the last before the tradition transformed into  
Colonials Invasion. The earlier ceremony is meant to boost attendance for Foggy Bottom neighbors.

hatchet file photoS
Left: Sophomore Sevara Mallyn, center, and the members of the First Ladies perform for the crowd 
at last year's Colonials Invasion. Right: Senior guard Michael Conward, right, and junior guard Bryan 
Bynes, left, laugh as they entertain parents and students as emcees. Last year, members of the men's 
and women's teams preformed separate choreographed dances with glow sticks and tuxedos.

Big George wants you on Fri-
day night.

Spirit will come alive with the 
Colonials Invasion Friday, follow-
ing the 6 p.m. GW vs. Fordham vol-
leyball game in the Charles E. Smith 
Center. The annual event marks the 
official start of the basketball sea-
son, as teams are barred by NCAA 
rules from practicing before a des-
ignated Friday in October, which 
changes from year to year. 

A switch from previous years, 
the roughly 45-minute long event 
was planned by GW Sports Mar-
keting, instead of the GW Spirit 
program this year. 

Both housed under Creative 

Management, the two entities 
have collaborated on events like 
Colonials Invasion since the Sports 
Marketing office was created in 
2009. Last year, Sports Marketing 
took control for the planning, Mat-
thew Ackermann, assistant direc-
tor for sports marketing and pro-
motions, said.

The event will be filled with 
special effects, including “videos, 
fog, special lighting and more” 
Ackermann said. He declined to 
comment on the cost of the event.

The highlight of the night will 
be the Buff and Blue Games, a 
scrimmage where the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams go 
head to head. Men’s basketball 
coach Mike Lonergan will coach 
the buff team, and women’s bas-

ketball coach Mike Bozeman will 
coach the blue team.

This Colonials Invasion will be 
the first for Lonergan and Athletic 
Director Patrick Nero, as well as 
for the community in the renovat-
ed Smith Center.

“I hope that it will build some 
excitement for our team amongst 
the student body and get them in-
volved in the Colonial Army to get 
as much support as we can for the 
season,” Lonergan said.

Colonials Invasion is GW's in-
novation on the Midnight Mad-
ness commonly held by other 
universities nationwide, in which 
teams are debuted at midnight on 
the first official practice day of the 
season.

In 2002, GW’s last Midnight 

Madness event, named “Xtreme 
Madness,” drew upwards of 5,000 
fans. The teams were introduced 
shortly after midnight on the first 
official practice day, but the event 
garnered criticism for its increased 
focus on entertainment acts and 
decreased attention to basketball.

The following year, the first 
ever Colonials Invasion, Oct. 23, 
2003, drew 1,100 fans, according to 
University officials that year. 

“It starts at an earlier time to 
accommodate all of our fans, in-
cluding students, parents, faculty, 
staff, Foggy Bottom residents, fam-
ilies and the general Washington, 
D.C. community,” Lonergan said.

This year, there is an effort to 
bring the event back to an athletic 
focus. 

"With the addition of the GW 
volleyball game, we've headed 
in a direction where it's all about 
highlighting our student-athletes 
and less about bringing in outside 
performance groups or acts," Ack-
ermann said. 

In past years, a few special or 
quirky performances have graced 
the courts for the Invasion. Uni-
versity President Steven Knapp 
played the drums in a performance 
with senior basketball player Tra-
vis King in 2009. The first non-Uni-
versity entertainment was in 2004, 
when the Harlem Globetrotters 
performed. 

In  2007, New York rapper Fab-
olous performed for the crowds. 
He was the first musical guest at a 
Colonials Invasion. u

by rachel lee
Special Issues Editor

''

Already seen the Lincoln Memorial?  Drop by the 
franklIn Delano 

roosevelt
memorIal, or the 
newest addition, the 

martIn lutHer 
kInG Jr. 

memorIal.
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Attendance at Alumni 
Weekend increased only 
slightly this year, after the 
program boasted years of 
double digit growth.

This year 2,622 alumni, 
current students, parents and 
friends attended program-
ming – only a 4-percent in-
crease from last year, accord-
ing to an estimate released 
Oct. 12. From 2005, when 400 
people took part, until 2010, 
the average increase in atten-
dance each year was 51 per-
cent. The Office of Alumni Re-
lations does not keep a count 
just alumni participation. 

 Social media and targeted 
e-mails were used to drum 
up excitement for the week-
end this year, efforts the Vice 
President of Alumni Relations 
Adrienne Rulnick said the of-
fice is still developing.

To increase participation 
at next year’s weekend event, 
the office intends to start the 
reunion planning committee 
process sooner and to increase 
alumni programming during 
the year. 

“We are happy with the 
turnout,” Rulnick said. “The at-
tendance is going to continue to 
increase, just not as much.” 

She attributed the turnout 
to the weekend gathering fall-
ing early in the year and added 
that the trend of increasing at-
tendance was not sustainable. 
This is the third year that alum-
ni weekend, which began Sept. 
15, was a separate event from 
Colonials Weekend.    Alumni 
activities this year will include 
a trip to The Washington Ballet 
and student-alumni speed net-
working nights.

Involved alumni sup-
port fundraising and are a 
resource to current students, 
Rulnick said. 

“Alumni who are en-
gaged are better donors,” 
said Rulnick, “But we also 
would like to celebrate alum-
ni. Engaged alumni are a gift 
back to the University.”

Last year, alumni giving 
amounted to $28 million, not in-

cluding gifts from family foun-
dations of alumni, according to 
the Office of Development.

“We are always looking to 
increase the number of alum-
ni giving back to their alma 
mater,” David Garofalo, the 
senior director of communica-
tions for the Office of Devel-
opment, said.

Vice President of Devel-
opment Mike Morsberger 
called the September event 
a "winner."

Six reunions – both by year 
and activity – took place dur-
ing the weekend this year, two 
more than last year. 

Alumni Weekend also in-
cluded a Chuck Brown concert, 
a Taste of GW event and events 
aimed specifically at former 
student athletes and Student 
Association presidents.

“We were disappointed 
that the turnout to our reunion 
was very low,” Shannon Max-
well, a member of the Class of 
1991 who organized the 20th 
reunion, said. “Most of the 
reunion turnouts were low. 
Those who went had a great 
time, though.” 

The five-year reunion 
had a stronger turnout, Carrie 
Warick, a member of the Class 
of 2006, said.

"I thought that the five-
year reunion went really well. 
We were very excited with the 
turnout," she said. u

The Department of Edu-
cation is proposing a crack 
down on the quality of teacher 
education programs through 
a series of proposed changes 
that would allow more fed-
eral oversight in the evalua-
tion of college programs that 
prepare educators. 

Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan outlined several poten-
tial reforms Sept. 30, which in-
clude requiring teacher-training 
programs to thoroughly report 
on the performance and job 
placement of their graduates 
as well as the retention rate of 
their graduates’ students. 

If the reforms are passed, 
the government will look to-
ward students’ performances 
on standardized tests as anoth-
er way to evaluate the quality of 
their teachers. 

The plan also targets an 
increase in teacher diversity, 
allotting $40 million from the 
Department of Education to 

teacher-preparation programs 
focusing on minority students. 

Sarah Gast, a spokesper-
son for the Department of 
Education, said the teacher 
education reforms are “very 
comprehensive in providing 
both spending and structural 
reforms in making teacher 
programs more accountable. 
Ultimately, the reforms aim 
to provide students with the 
best education possible.” 

Certain aspects of the re-
form plan are still up for debate, 
with teachers’ unions question-
ing the reliance on students’ 
standardized test scores as a 
means of educator evaluation. 

Though Graduate School 
of Education and Human 
Development Dean Michael 
Feuer thinks the federal plan 
“sets in motion a renewed fo-
cus on teacher preparation,” 
he said it is still too early to 
tell how the proposed chang-
es might affect GW and other 
teacher education programs 
across the nation. 

“It is certainly important 

for schools of education to con-
tinue to focus on improvement 
and innovation in the prepara-
tion and professional develop-
ment of teachers,” Feuer said. 

The graduate school of ed-
ucation, ranked No. 35 nation-
ally for schools of education by 
U.S. News and World Report, 
currently prepares its graduates 

for going into classrooms by fo-
cusing on measures needed for 
a teaching license, Feuer said.

"Each program that leads 
to teacher licensure incorpo-
rates key performance-based 
assessments which are integral 
to meeting the licensure re-
quirements and provide solid 
evidence of our candidates' 

abilities to effectively imple-
ment student-centered teaching 
practices," Feuer said. 

The dean did not provide 
details of the school's assess-
ment practices.

“We have been working to 
create more formal methods to 
track the success of our gradu-
ates,” he explained.  

GSEHD graduate Matthew 
Tosiello, who was named 2011 
Teacher of the Year by Arling-
ton County Public Schools, said 
the proposed changes show 
“we are at a crossroads in pub-
lic education.”

“It is clear that gradu-
ate education for teachers 
needs to be improved,” the 
2008 graduate said. “Today’s 
teachers face a very different 
environment compared with 
even 10 or 20 years ago.”

Tosiello added, however, 
that increased federal regula-
tion “may not yield the most 
effective results,” instead favor-
ing a solution that comes from 
inside schools.

“I believe that now is the 

time for schools and accredita-
tion agencies to look inward, 
create a plan, seek public in-
put and lead the discussion on 
teacher preparation rather than 
react to a federal statute or pro-
posal,” Tosiello said.

As part of the reforms, the 
TEACH Grant program, which 
provided $110 million in finan-
cial aid to 37,000 students in 
need at teachers’ colleges last 
year, would be eliminated to 
make room for a scholarship 
program dedicated to ensuring 
higher standards for teacher 
training and licenses. 

In its place, a $185-million 
Presidential Teaching Fellows 
program would grant scholar-
ships to high-performing stu-
dents in their last year of study at 
top teacher training programs. 

The University received 
$97,378 from the TEACH 
Grant program for the 2010-
2011 academic year. The De-
partment of Education will 
work with Congress to intro-
duce and pass the bill in the 
coming months, Gast said. u

by Liza Dee
Hatchet Reporter

eLise apeLiaN | hatchet phOtOGRapheR
Alumnus Matthew Tosiello was the named Arlington County Public Schools' 
Teacher of the Year. He teaches third grade at Randolph Elementary.

CRIME LOG
DRuG Law ViOLatiON
10/06/11 – Time unknown 
Location: Constitution 
Garden 
Case closed
The U.S. Park Police told the 
University Police Department 
that three students were arrested 
for possession of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia. 

–Closed by arrest

LewD acts
10/07/11 – 4:30 to 5:15 a.m. 
Location: Madison Hall 
Case closed
A female student reported to 
UPD that a male student was 
masturbating in the laundry 
room. UPD found the subject 
nearby on campus.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

FaLse FiRe aLaRm
10/08/11 – 1:50 a.m. to 
1:53 a.m. 
Location: International House 
Open Case
An unknown subject pulled a 
fire alarm. UPD responded, 
but found no evidence of fire.

–Open case

haRassmeNt
10/09/11 – 2:22 a.m. 
Location: Ivory Tower 
Case closed
A student reported to UPD 
that her ex-girlfriend, another 
student, was harassing her.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

theFt
10/08/11 – 11:30 p.m. 
Location: 20th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Case closed
A student and her father 
reported to UPD that their 
bike, which was secured to 
their vehicle, but later found 
it was missing.
–Referred to Metropolitan 

Police Department 

FRauD
10/02/11 – 8:45 p.m. 
Location: Public property 
on campus 
Case closed
A female student reported 
to UPD that another female 
subject approached her 
asking to borrow money for 
a cab. The subject never 
repaid the student as 
promised.

–No identifiable subjects

10/10/11 – Multiple times 
Location: Various locations 
Case closed
A female student reported 
to UPD that she lost her 
GWorld, and multiple 
charges were subsequently 
made on the card. UPD 
traced the card to a subject, 
a female student, who 
agreed to reimburse the 
card owner.

–Open case

–Compiled by 
Jacqueline Drayer

Dept. of Education calls for stricter teacher evaluation

by RacheL GetzeNbeRG
Hatchet Staff Writer

alumni Weekend 
turnout plateaus

NichOLas RusseLL | hatchet phOtOGRapheR
Events during the year and calls 
from Colonial Connection help 
keep alumni engaged with GW.
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will not change, Morsberger 
said. 

The fundraising cam-
paign comes on the heels of 
an overhaul of the Univer-
sity’s strategic and commu-
nication plans. 

“So three of my vice pres-
idents this year are involved 
in big planning operations,” 
University President Steven 
Knapp said. “It’s great to 
have those all happening at 

the same time so that they 
can cross-fertilize and really 
make sure that we come out 
with a strong united strate-
gic vision.” 

The four largest recipients 
of development money – stu-
dent aid, faculty, programs 
and facilities – will remain 
the same, Morsberger said, 
adding that faculty recruit-
ment and research will be 
fundraising priorities moving 
forward. 

“Our 200th anniversary, 
our bicentennial, is in 2021,” 
Morsberger said. “That’s not 
lost on us.”  u

“But overall, we see the re-
search at the University as 
likely to grow over time, and 
we want to encourage that in 
ways that build the reputation 
of our faculty and quality of 
students.”

University President Ste-
ven Knapp has championed 
research as one of his top goals 
during his five-year tenure, 
committing $5.4 million to in-
frastructure projects and to the 
hiring of a vice president to 
oversee research in 2008.

As the University plays 
catch-up with its market bas-
ket institutions to improve its 
No. 92 position in the National 
Science Foundation’s 2009 re-
search rankings, administra-
tors point to faculty and stu-
dent-led initiatives as the key 
to building on a well-devel-
oped administrative structure.

By hiring grant-garnering 
faculty from top universities 
that already foster a research 
culture, Lerman looks to in-
centivize a similar mindset at 
GW. 

University spokesperson 
Michelle Sherrard declined to 
provide data on the total funds 
spent to hire new faculty in the 
last year.

The University's research 
push will be funded by a com-
bination of external grants, 
internal cost-sharing and a 
portion of the Innovation Task 
Force’s fundraising – a Uni-
versity-wide cost savings and 
philanthropic initiative that 
aims to eventually raise $60 
million per year.

All of the task force’s re-
sources will be devoted to aca-
demics, which Lerman defines 
as “anything that fits in either 
the teaching mission or the re-
search mission.” 

Saved resources can go 
down two avenues, either 
staying in individual schools 
or rerouting to the provost’s 
office. Lerman and Executive 
Vice President and Treasurer 
Lou Katz reallocate the saved 
money toward academic 
needs as it becomes available 
with input from deans, the 
provost’s senior staff, Knapp 
and Vice President for Re-
search Leo Chalupa. 

It’s difficult to estimate 
the overall cost of becoming 
a top-tier research institution, 
Chalupa said, because of the 
returns on investment that 
appear through indirect costs 
– the overhead fees associated 
with research grants – and 
fundraising surges inspired by 
a rising research profile.

“And then there’s this in-
tangible component of raising 
the value of the brand for peo-
ple who graduate,” he said. 

In GW’s annual research 
expenditures report to the 
National Science Foundation 
for fiscal year 2009, the most 
recent data available, about 6 
percent of the University’s re-
search costs were covered by 
internal resources and 94 per-
cent were funded by external 
resources.

Chalupa said the Univer-
sity currently brings in more 
money from indirect costs, 
in the form of federal reim-
bursements for infrastructure 
expenses, than it spends on 
research. 

In fiscal year 2009, the Uni-
versity's research and devel-
opment expenditures totaled 
nearly $100 million, accord-
ing to data from the National 
Science Foundation. Of that 
amount, almost $90 million 
came from federal sources, 
while about $6 million was 
funded internally.

Besides the intramural re-
search funding competitions, 
other internal financial re-
sources available for research 
include school or college-level 
competitions, cost-sharing 
of sponsored projects and a 
handful of other more limited 
opportunities, Gina Lohr, spe-
cial assistant to the vice presi-
dent for research, said.

By adding a new posi-
tion of assistant vice president 
for corporate research, Cha-
lupa strives to bolster external 
funding sources as well.

“We have to be very care-
ful in how money is invested,” 
he said. “Some investments 
will pay things back pretty 
quickly and others don’t.”

The $275-million Science 
and Engineering Hall – a proj-
ect that was in the works be-
fore Knapp’s tenure began – is 
expected to enhance research 

by offering more physical 
space for innovation.

The visible commitment to 
research, will, in turn, encour-
age more outside funders to 
donate to GW, Chalupa said. 

“People want to be associ-
ated with places where there’s 
excellent research, because 
they’re giving their money to 
people who are pushing for-
ward knowledge,” he said. 

While donations to the 
University most often fund 
student aid, faculty compen-
sation, programming and fa-
cilities, Vice President of De-
velopment Mike Morsberger 
said, “Something like research 
falls into every one of those 
four categories.” 

“The Science and Engi-
neering Hall will address re-
search. Some of these faculty 
appointments will be in re-
search. We want more under-
graduates and graduate stu-
dents to do research. And we 
have programs in research,” 
Morsberger said. 

Last year, Chalupa told The 
Hatchet he hopes to make GW 
a top-80 research institution 
by 2015. The NSF’s 2010 rank-
ings, which will be released 
later this fall, will include the 
humanities and other social 
sciences for the first time in a 
change that may earn the Uni-
versity a higher spot. 

As one of his personal 
goals toward raising the Uni-
versity’s research profile, 
Lerman seeks to increase op-
portunities for undergraduate 
research. 

This academic year, the 
provost committed an addi-
tional $100,000 to undergradu-
ate research programs, with 
$30,000 going toward students 
and the remaining $70,000 
serving as matching funds for 
faculty. 

Though some of the Uni-
versity’s schools maintain 
their own funding pools for 
undergraduate research, the fi-
nancial commitment from the 
provost’s office and a $30,000 
boost from the research office 
will allow the program to ex-
pand.

Lerman, who has been 
involved in undergraduate 
research as both a student and 
a professor, said bringing stu-
dents into the research realm 
makes them more involved 
the quest for knowledge.

“When you’re in a class-
room, it’s generally assumed 
that the professor knows the 
answer and you have to figure 
it out or learn it from the pro-
fessor. When you do research, 
by its very nature, you don’t 
even know the answer,” Ler-
man said, adding that research 
projects allow for a deeper 
working relationship between 
faculty and students.

In achieving the institu-
tional goal, Lerman also hopes 
to widen the range of student 
involvement in research – not 
just in science labs. 

“Research is in every disci-
pline. It’s just different in each 
one,” Lerman said. “My hope 
is whatever students’ passions 
are, they’ll have some oppor-
tunities to try it out.” 

Chemistry professor 
Houston Miller, who oversees 
several student-run studies 
ranging from nanotechnology 
to combustion chemistry with-
in his Corcoran Hall basement 
lab, said student investment 
in projects makes their work 
more worthwhile.

Beginning last fall, Miller 
led a class for honors students 
simulating an algae biofuel 
company. About a dozen stu-
dents worked for a year to 
grow, extract and refine algae 
into a marketable fuel source.

“They came into it: ‘Let 
me find a course to put a check 
mark next to my science re-
quirement and move on,’ and 
now they’re hooked,” he said. 
“They’re in here all the time.”

Sophomore Paul Organ, 
an economics major, said he 
chose to continue the project 
this semester as a faculty-men-
tored research course – along 
with seven other non-science 
students – because he liked be-
ing able to use a different part 
of his brain.

“We’re not really science-y 
people,” he said. “But it’s re-
ally fun for one or two hours 
a week to be able to do some 
real hard science, to do some 
crazy experiments and work 
in a lab.”

Organ and his peers look 
to establish an undergradu-
ate research fair within the 
University Honors Program 
as a way to showcase student 
work. u
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avoided 1,000 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide equivalent 
emissions so far, Sophie 
Waskow, project facilitator 
in the Office of Sustainabil-
ity, said.

“For universities with 
existing revolving efficien-
cy funds, the goal of The 
Challenge is to help inspire 
leadership in the field, and 
to contribute to case stud-
ies and research on the effi-
cacy of our funds,” Waskow 
said.

The Challenge requires 
each participating univer-
sity to invest $1 million or 

1 percent of its endowment 
– whichever is less – a stan-
dard the University already 
meets. Waskow said the 
University is continuing 
to look at other opportu-
nities for energy efficiency 
financing, adding that the 
fund is modeled to grow 
naturally as savings funnel 
back into it.

As a founding circle 
institution, the University 
will have immediate ac-
cess to the Green Revolv-
ing Investment Tracking 
System, which will allow it 
to organize its investments 
and contribute to research.  
The challenge also encour-
ages participants to share 
and provide technical as-
sistance.

“We saw that a lot of 
universities were develop-
ing green revolving funds 
to finance sustainabil-
ity projects,” Blank said. 
“The mechanism was be-
ing under-utilized in many 
situations, but those that 
were using green revolving 
funds were seeing great re-
turns.”

The Challenge received 
funding from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency’s Green Power 
Partnership, David Rock-
efeller Fund and the John 
Merck Fund.

“Part of the reason we 
got involved was so, in the 
course of our conversations 
with our higher education 
partners, we can say that 

one of the tools and re-
sources that is available is a 
green revolving fund, and 
point them to the resources 
to do this,” Blaine Collison, 
director of the EPA Green 
Power Partnership, said. 
“GW is well ahead of the 
curve and is already deep-
ly engaged in assessing its 
opportunities. I think GW 
serves as a really bright, 
shining example of what’s 
possible.”

Since University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp created 
the Presidential Task Force 
on Sustainability in 2007, 
the University has imple-
mented a greater number 
of eco-friendly programs 
and climbed in green col-
lege rankings. u

be finalized by the end 
of this week, and the first 
meeting will take place by 
the end of October, Rich-
ardson said.

The power to actually elim-
inate fees lies with the Board 
of Trustees, which will receive 
the group’s final recommenda-
tions, Richardson said. 

Richardson and Costi-
gan invited five students 
to join the committee and 
are working with the Of-
fice of the President to seek 

out staff volunteers. Their 
goal is to bring in repre-
sentatives from the Student 
Accounts Office who are 
already familiar with many 
of the student fees.

Sophomore Noah Resnick 
said he joined the commission 
because he wants to protect 
students and their families 

from excessive fees. 
“It’s unfair to the stu-

dent body. The University 
has a responsibility to limit 
hidden fees, especially be-
cause of the tough econom-
ic times we’re in,” Resnick 
said. “My guess is a lot of 
the fees are unfair and un-
necessary.” u
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Head men's basketball coach 
Mike Lonergan responded Tues-
day to talk of the Colonial Ath-
letic Association inviting GW to its 
ranks by stating that the Atlantic 
10 is a better fit for the Colonials, 
Rivals.com reported.

The Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion's move is a sign of the grow-
ing instability in collegiate sports 
conferences, highlighted by the 
departures of Pittsburgh, Syracuse 
and Texas Christian University from 
the Big East. Despite the talk, Lon-
ergan believes the A-10 is a better 
home for GW, pointing to its historic 
advantage over the CAA in placing 
teams in the NCAA tournament.

"I have great respect for the 
CAA, but I'm really happy where we 
are," Lonergan told Rivals.com. "If 
you look in the past 15 years, the 
Atlantic 10 is probably averaging 
three bids a year, and many years 
the CAA only got one bid or two bids. 
Obviously with George Mason, VCU, 
it's gotten a lot of positive publicity, 
but I really like the A-10. It's one of 
the reasons I took this job. And with 
the league tournament going to the 
Barclay's Center in Brooklyn in two 
years, I only see the A-10 getting 
stronger. I think that's going to be a 
big positive for our conference."

The Times reported that Stu-
art Rabinowitz, president of CAA 
member Hofstra University, and 
the president of the CAA Council of 
Presidents and Chancellors, con-
tacted GW, as well as A-10 rivals 
Charlotte, Richmond and Boston 
University, to “gauge informally their 
interest in joining the C.A.A.” The ar-
ticle also stated that the Atlantic 10 
is reaching out to different universi-
ties about joining the league, includ-
ing District-rival George Mason and 
upcoming BB&T Classic opponent 
Virginia Commonwealth University, 
both currently CAA members.

Both moves are results of the on-
going shift within conferences, with 
the outcome hinging on the actions 
of the Big East as it looks to answer 
its recent departures. Should that 
league recruit Atlantic 10 members 
to round out its numbers, the A-10 
will likely either add new members 
or see universities depart for other 
conferences. Whatever the out-
come, Lonergan is sure of GW's 
ability to maintain its position within 
collegiate sports.

"I'm happy we're a great aca-
demic school in a big media mar-
ket," Lonergan said. "I'm hoping no 
matter what happens we're attrac-
tive, so if something did happen, 
we'd have some other options. But 
I'm really happy in the A-10, so I'm 
hoping nothing changes."

Lonergan reinforces desire 
to stay in Atlantic 10

IN BrIef

LAst word
"We're heading to having 
one or two nationally 
ranked doubles teams 
as well as one or two 
nationally ranked singles 
players." 

–Greg Munoz, men's tennis 
head coach, on his team stepping 
up its play in the fall 2011 season.

Sports
elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
cruNch 27 The number of strikeouts Bobby Lucas, Jr., 

had for the Washington Nationals'  
rookie league team this summer.
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The idea of attending college 
in America wasn’t freshman Fran-
cisco Dias’ priority.

The Lisbon, Portugal native 
wanted to become a professional 
tennis player – not a Colonial. But 
when he was offered a spot with the 
defending Atlantic 10 champions, it 
was one he couldn’t turn down. 

“I did not think I was going to 
college in the beginning, because 
I wanted to go to the pro levels. 
When the opportunity came, I 
knew I couldn’t turn it down,” 
Dias said. “It was prestige, and it 
was such a new opportunity.”

GW’s offer got Dias thinking 
stateside. He reached out to friends 
and relatives living in the District, 
asking for their opinions about 
GW. Though he never once visited 
Foggy Bottom, Dias was impressed 
enough by what he read and heard 
to enroll. 

Head coach Greg Munoz first 
saw Dias competing against a top-
ranked American opponent in the 
Orange Bowl International Cham-
pionships, one of the most presti-
gious international junior events in 
the U.S., and was impressed with 
his play. When Munoz noticed 
Dias' impressive power, command-
ing serve and “perfect volleys," he 
knew he wanted to bring that play 
to Foggy Bottom. So he sold Dias 
on GW, emphasizing the team’s 
academic and athletic successes.

 “I explained it more, do you 

want to be part of a team that 
wants to be already established 
and its history speaks for itself, or 
do you want to be part of some-
thing new and make the history?” 
Munoz said. 

It was a big decision for the first 
of five children introduced to tennis. 
Dias was given a racket at 4 years 
old by his grandfather, who fell in 
love with the sport at the age of 40. 
He wanted his grandson to earn the 
sport from an earlier age, so he en-
rolled Dias in tennis school. 

Dias put more time and effort 
into honing his skills, continually 
striving to be a stronger competitor. 
When he was 14, Dias started to be-
lieve he had the potential to go pro-
fessional, so he joined Clube Escola 
Tenis Oeiras, a more competitive 
team, one that matched him to in-
ternational opponents. At a young 
age, Dias began to travel alone to 
competitions, a scenario that pre-
pared him for life at GW – and one 
he says made his transition from 
Lisbon to Foggy Bottom easy.

“The transition is not really 
hard. I traveled a lot by myself 
when I was 14,” Dias said. “I’m so 
used to being alone and taking care 
of myself.”

Dias comes to GW with an im-
pressive resume. He’s ranked the 
No. 8 tennis player in Portugal, and 
was recently ranked No. 945 by the 
Association of Tennis Professionals. 
He’s the only player in Portugal’s 
history to own four ATP rankings 
by the age of 17, and only the third 
Colonial in program history to earn 

an ATP ranking.
His ranking as the 10th rated 

newcomer in the nation by the In-
tercollegiate Tennis Association 
makes Dias one of the most highly-
touted recruits to suit up for the 
Colonials. But his accolades don’t 
come with nerves or pressure, he 
said, just an increase in drive. And 
it’s a boon for Munoz, who calls 
Dias a recruit he can build a pro-
gram around. Though the fresh-
man is still adjusting to playing on 
hard courts rather than clay courts, 
Munoz calls him the “next genera-
tion recruit,” that will help shape 
the Colonials for years to come.

“The goal is to build around 
him, because he’s 900 in the world, 
well I want him to be in the top 600 
by the time he graduates,” Munoz 
said. “The goal is to be able to at-
tract others.”

Dias is currently making the 
tournament circuit with the Colo-
nials for their fall season, recently 
making waves with GW at the 
ITA/D’Novo All-American Cham-

pionships, where teammates junior 
Alexander van Gils and sophomore 
Ulrik Thomsen were picked as the 
first alternates in doubles play. His 
experience at GW has been positive 
so far, Dias said, mainly due to the 
bonds he’s forming with his team-
mates, who have embraced their 
new member.

Munoz is already seeing the 
signs of a leader in Dias. He fits in 
well with the team, transitioning 
easily onto Foggy Bottom. The rest 
of the team is already stepping up 
their play around him, Munoz said, 
pushing themselves to be better.

“With Francisco’s arrival, the 
entire team has stepped up to com-
pete with him, not against him,” 
Munoz said. “They’ve raised their 
level to his, and he’s got a lot of eyes 
on him, but a lot of other guys are 
doing well. We’re headed to hav-
ing two nationally ranked doubles 
teams as well as one or two nation-
ally ranked singles player.” 

–Elizabeth Traynor contributed to 
this report.

Baseball is not life and death for 
Bobby Lucas, Jr.

The former Colonials southpaw 
breezed through his first season as 
a relief pitcher on the Washington 
Nationals’ rookie league team this 
summer, nabbing the team’s top 
pitching award and racking up sta-
tistics that raised scouts’ eyebrows. 

But after a six-week peek into 
life as a minor leaguer on the sun-
soaked baseball diamonds of Viera, 
Fla., Lucas’ offseason is unlike that 
of most major league prospects. 

Instead of spending autumn 
and winter in professional instruc-
tional leagues or prestigious work-
out facilities, Lucas is back at GW.

“I don’t think that my entire 
life is riding on one pitch,” Lucas 
said. “I knew I was coming back to 
school, and that I was finishing a 
master's. I knew that my life with-
out baseball was still progressing.” 

He is working toward his mas-

ter’s degree in human and organi-
zational learning, an anomaly in 
a sport where most players jump 
into the professional ranks before 
finishing any kind of degree. But 
Lucas’ decision to pad his creden-
tials outside of baseball is actually 
bolstering his confidence on the 
mound, he said.

Knowing he wants to break 
into consulting if his baseball ca-
reer fizzles allows Lucas to throw 
his knee-buckling slider without 
fear, he said.

“For a lot of guys who are in 
the minor leagues, this is it. But I 
feel like I have a pretty solid plan 
B,” he said. 

In Florida’s Gulf Coast 
League – the bottom level of 
teams’ minor leagues systems – 
Lucas came into his own. 

As a Colonial last spring, he 
racked up strikeouts, but wasn’t 
always able to solve Atlantic 10 hit-
ters. After signing with the Nation-
als as their 27th round draft pick in 
June, he harnessed his pitch com-
mand and saw results.

“There’s a lot of confidence that 
comes along with [being drafted], 
and it translates on the mound 
and in practice. You walk with a 
little different swagger,” Lucas said. 
“You have that confidence to throw 
the ball in the zone, and to throw 
any pitch in any count.”

Colonials head coach Steve 
Mrowka said Lucas' demeanor and 
performance blossomed midway 
through last season, the year after 
he came off of elbow surgery.

"He was getting fully healthy 
and reaching his full potential, and 
he was getting in great shape. He 
got confidence and was locating his 
pitches better," Mrowka said.

Under the microscope of pro-
fessional baseball, where Lucas said 
coaches, scouts and team coordina-
tors jot down every errant throw 
and attitude outburst, making a 
good impression is crucial. 

But Lucas’ impressive perfor-
mance, where he compiled a 1.69 
earned run average and fired 29 
strikeouts in 21 innings, helped him 
earn the Nationals’ faith, which he 
plans on working hard to maintain.

“I try to look at my season as 
if I got lucky. It keeps me sane 
and humble that I need to keep 
working,” he said.

He cut his summer season short 
by two weeks in order to return to 
Foggy Bottom to train for his two 
on-campus jobs – mentoring juniors 
and seniors as a graduate fellow in 
Ivory Tower and working for the 
baseball team as an athletic depart-
ment administrator. 

And he will not fly to Flori-
da for spring training until late 
April, two weeks after the minor 
league teams have already begun 
their seasons.

“It definitely isn’t ideal, but the 
Nationals were very understand-
ing in letting me do it. They didn’t 
make me feel uncomfortable about 
it or give me an ultimatum,” Lucas 
said. “They said they understand, 
and it helped at the time that I was 
pitching well. Doing this was a lot 

easier than if I had a 10.00 ERA.”
Lucas will likely pitch for one of 

the Nationals’ Single A teams next 
season in Auburn, N.Y. or Hager-
stown, Md. Nationals coaches and 
team coordinators did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Although he pitched under 
no bright lights or majestic sta-
diums during his minor league 
summer, he still got a glimpse of 
the major leagues. 

He rubbed elbows – both of 
which were now healthy after un-
dergoing surgery in his undergrad-
uate career – with Washington’s 
big-league star Stephen Strasburg, 
who sat only a few lockers down 
from Lucas while the right-handed 
fireballer was rehabbing from re-
constructive elbow surgery.

“I’m not saying that we’re 
the same pitcher at all but it gave 
me a sense that I could make it 
if I worked hard enough and if 
things work out,” Lucas said. 
“He’s normal. I saw him out at 
WalMart one day.”

Lucas hopes to eventually share 
a spot on the Nationals pitching staff 
with Strasburg and pitch alongside 
fellow GW alumni – relievers Pat 
Lehman and Josh Wilkie – who are 
surging through Washington’s mi-
nor league system. 

“This could change my life in 
a very positive way if it all works 
out. But if it doesn’t, I’ll fall on my 
feet and I’ll be fine,” Lucas said. 
“I think I have the talent and the 
potential to be in the big leagues. 
Will I? To be determined.” u

frANcIs rIverA | AssIstANt photo edItor
Graduate student Bobby Lucas, Jr., balances school and work for the GW baseball team while still rising in the Washington Nationals' system.

by cory weINBerg
Hatchet Staff Writer

frANcIs rIverA | AssIstANt photo edItor
Freshman Francisco Dias, from Lisbon, Portugal, prepares to send a volley 
to the other side of the tennis court at the Mount Vernon Campus. 

by sophIA omuemu
Hatchet Reporter

'Next generation' 
takes to court for GW

A pitcher's field of dreams beyond baseball
Lucas, Jr. pursues offseason grad degree after dominant minor league debut season

ERA
Innings
Walks
Strikeouts
Opp. Avg.

BoBBy LucAs, Jr.
GCL Nats
2011 totals

GW 
2011 totals

1.69
21.1

15
29

.187

5.27
71.2

47
95

.248

upcomINg gAmes
Women's soccer
vs. Dayton
Mount Vernon Campus
Friday at 4 p.m.

Volleyball
vs. Fordham
Smith Center
Friday at 6 p.m.



Sitters Wanted. $12+ per 
hour. Register free for jobs 
near campus or home. www.
student-sitters.com 

PART-TIME AFTERNOON 
LEGAL ASSISTANT for 
highly-rated civil liberties 
lawyer.
Highly-rated civil liberties /trial 
lawyer seeks a part-time legal 
assistant to join longtime full-
time legal assistant. Strong 
pay & benefits; a superb 
experience. Please only 
apply after fully reading http://
katzjustice.com/jobs.htm .

The GW haTcheT CLASSIFIEDS October 13, 2011 w Page B9

GWMarketplace

Phone: (202) 994-7079        
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

Online classfied ads are available 
FREE to all GW students and faculty.  
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online 
posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, 
and $.30 per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online.  If you 
cannot access the internet, ads may be placed 
via email, fax or in person at our office.  An 
extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express and Discover, as well as cash and check 
through our office.

NEED EXTRA CASH?
Make money by referring 
users and signing up local 
restaurants and stores 
to Delivery.com. Go to 
delivery.com/partners to join 
for free and start earning 
today!

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

gwhatchetH @gwhatchet   
@hatchetsports

+ Follow

CAMPUS LIFE

JOBS
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