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GW unfazed by
wider tuition trends

Top administrator confident GW will dodge
nationwide pattern of slumps in tuition revenue
by jasmine baker
Hatchet Reporter

elise Apelian | hatchet staff PHOTOGRAPHER

University Police Department officer Christopher Gearhart sets up a game of root beer pong, which officers play with students
in Thurston Hall. As the residence hall's adopted officer, Gearhart plans activities to engage students several times a semester.

Officers connect with campus

Adopt-an-officer program encourages interaction between UPD, community
by Jacqueline Drayer
Hatchet Staff Writer
Christopher Gearhart wants to
knock down the “us versus them”
barriers on campus.
Along with his policing duties,
the University Police Department
corporal helps foster a relationship
between his unit and the community
it serves by stopping over at Thurston Hall at least once a each week to
mingle with students as part of the
Adopt-an-Officer Program.
“Being able to put a friendly face
to our department makes us more approachable to the community,” Gearhart said. He joined UPD in 2001 and
has participated in the program for
about five years.
Adopt-an-Officer began in 1996
under former UPD Chief Dolores
Stafford as an alternative to “reactive”
policing, where officers respond to is-

sues after the fact, the department’s
current chief Kevin Hay said. With
increased familiarity between officers
and students, he hopes more individuals would feel comfortable reporting
suspicious activities or individuals on
campus before a crime occurs.
“What Adopt-an-Officer is, is
GW’s version of community policing,”
Hay said. “It’s a way to get out of the
squad cars and into the hallways.”
As the program evolved, it has
aligned with Hay’s focus on community policing as an added safety
measure by encouraging students,
staff and employees to remain vigilant. In a broad effort to enhance security, UPD began tightening access
to residence halls last semester while
calling for students to stay alert and
report suspicious individuals.
“We just want a better free flow
of information between officers
and the community they serve,”

Hay said. “Ultimately, the goal is
to reduce crime.”
The clampdown on residence hall
access came after two incidents of men
piggybacking into buildings, allegedly
attacking students in one case and attempting sexual assault in another.
Twelve officers have now opted
into the program. The department
collects data monthly from officers on
the number of visits made to their assigned hall, residents they spoke with
and events attended, like pizza parties
or root beer pong parties.
Pizza parties are a staple of the
initiative and attract crowds, Gearhart said. But he prefers an activity that connects sports fanaticism
with community outreach: making
signs as a basketball “pre-game.”
He admits socializing with cops
“doesn’t necessarily make it cool,” but

Total revenue for the
2011 fiscal year

Nearly one-fifth of private universities fear a decrease in net tuition
revenue as students opt to attend
$891.9 million
lower-cost public colleges, a report
released by a top financial rating
agency found this month.
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Last year, net tuition increased
As both public and private uni- more than $31 million, the largest
versities continue to struggle with chunk of an overall $35 million revthe financial implications of the reces- enue bump. At the same time, exsion, the Moody’s Investors Services penses increased $34 million – more
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Nationals aid Greeks after hazing charges
by catherine barnao
Hatchet Reporter
Greek chapters are moving past
last year’s batch of hazing charges
by strengthening relationships with
their national counterparts to better
educate their newest members on
chapter ethics and standards.
With spring recruitment nearing,
the University’s swelling number of
fraternities and sororities has taken
a more proactive stance toward addressing hazing – a development administrators and students credit to the
growing on-campus presence of national chapter representatives.
Senior Vice President of Student
and Academic Support Services Robert
Chernak said outreach to national organizations has made the largest mark in
thwarting hazing at local levels, where
an active approach to disciplining and
educating members has replaced the
hands-off standard of previous years.
“It took a long time for national
leadership to realize they had a role,”
Chernak said. “Nationals have a
vested interest in preserving integrity
of chapters. They’re now being very,
very cooperative. Ten years ago, nationals didn’t want to step in and get a
bad reputation.”
As broad-based movements to combat hazing spring up across the U.S., advocacy organizations have also stepped
up efforts to influence safer practices.
Many national chapters have begun requiring members to complete an online
course on alcohol consumption, hazing
and sexual assault.
Last week, the father of a Florida
A&M University student beaten to
death in November started a nationwide
anti-hazing campaign charging schools
to recognize, report and ultimately end
hazing on their campuses.
Nearly 75 percent of students
See GREEK: Page 5
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University President Steven Knapp's hand-picked team of administrators will
present updates on his top projects at a Board of Trustees meeting Feb. 10.

Officials gear up for
Board update on goals
by chelsea radler
Campus News Editor

ashley lucas | Hatchet Photographer

Greek chapters like Alpha Epsilon Phi, above, have increasingly looked to
national arms for guidance on alcohol education, hazing and sexual assault.

Administrators leading University President Steven Knapp's major
projects said they will devote the
coming months to implementing
ideas formed last semester.
In the fall, Knapp said a new academic strategic plan, a comprehensive fundraising campaign, a marketing overhaul and an evaluation of student career services topped his list of
priorities. Last semester was largely
spent organizing and planning how
to execute the president’s agenda, the
administrators said.
“I receive regular updates on
their progress and have been pleased
by the pace with which each of these
processes is proceeding,” Knapp, who
has taken a laissez-faire approach to
overseeing the vice presidents’ and
deans' efforts, said.
Administrators will provide formal updates on their progress at the
Feb. 10 meeting of the Board of Trustees before moving forward.
Knapp’s contract was extended

for an extra five years at the last
trustees meeting in October, giving
the University’s 16th president more
time to make his mark. In his first
four years, Knapp hired a team of
administrators who have aggressively pursued his key long-term priorities: increasing fundraising and advancing GW's academic reputation,
primarily through research.
Provost Steven Lerman is spearheading the effort to write a new
University-wide strategic plan,
which will outline academic goals
for the decade leading up to GW's
200th anniversary.
Last semester, the provost held a
series of brainstorming forums with
students, staff and academic departments to consider the educational
environment GW will face in the next
decade. Lerman said the group anticipated a handful of trends, ranging
from a tapering college-age population in America to economic growth
in developing countries and increased
global interconnectivity.
See BOARD: Page 5
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IN Brief

Applications submitted
for Clinton conference

Before she spends next year teaching
in Tanzania, senior Marisa Ranieri wants
her students to have access to books and
school supplies.
She hopes the college students, entrepreneurs and nonprofit leaders set to come to
Foggy Bottom for the Clinton Global Initiative
University conference in March will help catapult her distribution plan to reality.
“There’s a difference between having a
great idea and knowing how to implement
it, and CGI U helps students with great ideas
learn how to be successful in getting their initiative off of the ground,” Ranieri said.
Students worldwide are waiting to
learn of their chances to attend CGI U
after the extended application deadline
passed Monday.
The three-day conference that starts
March 30 will bring about 1,200 undergraduate and graduate students to D.C. to network and participate in workshops that will
look to tackle global issues.
On Jan. 19, former President Bill Clinton
announced that “Daily Show” host Jon Stewart would speak at the conference.
“There has already been significant interest among GW students about attending CGI
U because of the overall program and we believe the Jon Stewart announcement provides
that extra boost of excitement,” University
spokeswoman Candace Smith said.
Conference organizers declined to release
the number of applications they received in
total from GW, Smith said.
In their applications, students were required to make a “commitment to action” – a
promise to perform a measurable project that
targets an issue in human rights, education,
poverty, environment or public health.
Smith touted the school’s outreach to help
students interested in the conference, pointing
to information sessions on campus and online,
mass e-mails, newsletters and assistance at the
University Writing Center.
“I knew from the beginning that getting
into CGI U would be a long shot. However, in
three months, there’s a possibility I will be sitting in a GW classroom with President Clinton
discussing how one person can make a difference in the world,” Ranieri said.
GW students may also volunteer to do logistical work at the event, with an application
deadline of Feb. 10.

–Nicolas Diaz

CORRECTION

In “Midtown faces fine for underage
drinking,” (p. 2, Jan. 19, 2012) The Hatchet
incorrectly associated Max Lightman, who
previously worked for a different promotional
group called Synergy, with the Synergy involved in the Midtown case.

samuel klein | hatchet photographer

About two dozen U.S. Capitol Police officers walk to their posts three hours before the State of the Union Tuesday to secure the Capitol. Precautionary procedures
included putting up a decontamination unit outside the building, where President Barack Obama spoke at 9 p.m. in the House of Representatives chamber.
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March for Life

Pie Sisters

video

Hundreds of thousands of anti-abortion
activists gathered on the National Mall.

Three sisters were inspired by family
recipes to open a pie shop in Georgetown.

Sigma Chi presented a check to the
Children’s Miracle Network.
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Securing Russia and the 2014 Olympics Women and Gender Equality in Politics:
Sufian Zhemukhov, a visiting scholar in
Cambodia, East Timor, Vietnam

Lunch seminar with Ben
Tilghman

Russian and East European Studies, will
discuss why Russia is spending $2 billion –
double that of most countries – to secure the
next Winter Olympics.
1957 E St., Suite 412 • 4 to 5 p.m.

The seminar will honor and review
Ben Tilghman’s research on the art of
medieval Europe and his paper, ‘The
Enigmatic Nature of Things.’
Rome Hall, Room 771 • 12 p.m.

Join social poverty and gender specialist Endah
Agustiana for a discussion on political gender
progress and women’s leadership in Parliament
and local levels of government.
1957 E St., Room 602 • 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.

28

Saturday

Jeanne Robertson at Lisner
Outback Concerts features
Jeanne Robertson, humorist
and author, to entertain
the crowd Saturday. $34.50
for students.
Lisner Auditorium • 8 p.m.
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SA gives groups budget tips

Student orgs told to seek
co-sponsorships, grants
to supplement funding
by Emily Cirillo
Hatchet Reporter

Shannon Brown | Hatchet photographer

Students dress salads in J Street. A GW-run survey of 675 students found that students are 6 percent
more content with the quality of food and 10 percent more pleased with the menu options in J Street.

Satisfaction up for J Street
But University
declines to provide
vital survey data
by Gabrielle Marush
Contributing Editor
University officials this
week are touting increased
student approval of GW's
Sodexo-run dining options,
but aren't saying much in
defense of their claim.
Citing a University-sponsored survey released this
month, administrators say
students are 11 percent more
satisfied with the main dining option on campus and the
company that runs J Street a
semester after the venue's
overhaul this summer. But
University spokeswoman Jill
Sankey repeatedly refused to
provide additional information about the results, like
past approval ratings or even
the percentage of students
who favor the dining option
this semester.
The University's silence
on the matter makes it difficult to contextualize the
survey, leaving the extent to
which the J Street overhaul
has had an effect unclear.
The data was collected
through a voluntary online
survey conducted during
the fall semester by an outside company, hired by the
GW Dining Services. About
675 students participated.

Ben Leighton, chair of
the Student Dining Board,
said he did not have access to survey results, but
said overall the J Street revamp has been successful
at bringing students back
into J Street.
“Operationally,
there
is a larger, better selection
and something that GW
students have wanted for a
long time in J Street: a grill,”
Leighton said. “I think that
this is reflected in the significant increase in all of
those categories – people
realize that the dining facilities are improving.”
He added that the
amount of complaints received by the board declined coming into the fall
semester and again as the
organization targeted specific concerns. Aroma Indian Cuisine – provided by
Aroma Restaurant at 19th
and I Streets – replaced Italian venue Thyme after the
majority of students ranked
Indian cuisine first in the
latest survey.
J Street was torn apart
this summer, scrapping
venues like Chick-Fil-A and
Wendy’s. Three options –
the coffee and frozen yogurt
venue Freshens, the selfserve market and the Kosher
deli – remain from last year.
The Metro Diner attracts
upwards of 550 customers
daily, and the new Pesto
and the Asian offering Bamboo boast fresher foods and

"I would eat here as
often even if I didn't
have to."
Yehudah Abraham
Freshman

more options.
Students at the venue
Wednesday were split on
their satisfaction with the
amount and type of options
available, with some calling
to bring back fast food vendors while others praised
the addition of new venues.
Freshman Yehudah Abraham said she was pleased
with the options available.
“I would eat here as often even if I didn’t have to,”
Abraham said, referring
to the $750 of dining dollars freshmen are required
to spend at Sodexo venues
each semester.
“I don’t think [the
changes] made that much
of a difference to the quality
except for maybe the Metro
Diner,” sophomore Ellyse
Murphy said.
Freshman Michelle Ryngel said although she likes
the food she’s tried, she
hopes Sodexo begins listing
ingredients in dishes. She
avoids the buffet and most
other venues due to her
food allergies. u

Student leaders outlined
alternative ways to raise
money for second-semester
activities in a townhall Monday night, offering solutions
to groups that have already
spent their allocations.
More than 100 students
picked up tips for making the
most of grants, local business
partnerships and alumni networking in the Student Association’s finance-focused
event, which was part of a
heightened outreach campaign to help groups adjust
to this year’s overhauled allocation process.
“It was a way to educate
student orgs on ways to get
funding outside the SA,”
John Bennett, chair of the
SA Finance Committee said,
adding that he hopes groups
can adopt a “more self-sustaining revenue model, and
not have to be so dependent
on SA funding.”
About 85 percent of the
SA’s $950,000 budget was
doled out at the beginning
of the year, a significant increase from the 50-percent
allotment given out upfront
in past years. The SA Senate
approved a revamp of the
allocation process last April,
seeking to give organizations cash on hand earlier in
the year to cover large costs
like speaker contracts.
But getting used to the
SA’s revamped financial
process has been difficult
for some student groups.
After receiving $1,500
during fall allocations, the
Philippine Cultural Society
has struggled to keep pace
with its spending as it enters
the second half of the year,
forcing the group to turn
down recent opportunities
due to a lack of funding.
“I found it difficult to
plan things coming up that
we didn’t consider before,”
one of its members, sophomore Emmeline Ha, said.
When the group was
invited to sponsor a youth
leadership panel at the Embassy of the Philippines in
December, members had to

Zachary Krahmer | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Associate Dean of Students Tim Miller speaks at the Student Association's
first finance-focused townhall Monday night, where student leaders and
University staff shared strategies for drawing in extra funds for activities.

scramble for a co-sponsorship – grants from GW organizations to support specific events.
Ha said the group was
able to secure enough funds
from a Student Association cosponsorship to host the event
sometime this semester.
Midway through the
year, the SA co-sponsorship
pool has about $85,000 left.
When explaining this figure
earlier this month, Bennett
said he anticipates “many
groups will find that the
budget they came up with
months ago won’t quite cover all the programming that
they had intended to offer,”
but believes the SA’s budget
will cover most groups’ requests this spring.
Though SA funding has
steered away from giving
out sums throughout the
year under the new frontloaded allocations process,
Associate Dean of Students
Tim Miller urged student
groups to seek out other cosponsorships from across
the University.
Six internal organizations regularly give out
money to support campus
events, including the Mount
Vernon Programming Council, the Residence Hall Association and the Marvin Center Governing Board, which
has only spent about onefifth of its annual budget to
help fund student events in
the building it oversees.
Groups can also apply for
grants from the Student Dining Board, whose Sodexosupported funding pool doubled to $30,000 this year. The

Public Service Grant Commission, a program supporting social entrepreneurship,
also has $30,000 to give out
this year, and the winners of
GW’s phone drive – part of
the Clinton Global Initiative
University – can earn up to
$3,000.
Students can raise money in partnerships with area
businesses like Crepeaway
and FoBoGro, both of which
offer a percentage of store
earnings to groups that help
attract customers.
Aria
Varasteh,
vice
president of student activities for the SA, said he was
surprised by the high rate
of attendance at the finance
event, which he said shows
how hard organizations are
willing to work for their
funds. He lauded the event
as the SA’s most successful
townhall this year.
“Any time a representative from a co-sponsoring
organization provided figures as to how much money
they had left for the year, or
contact information, I could
hear the sound of pens on
paper,” Varasteh said.
The SA Finance Committee will complete its
mid-year review of student
organizations this weekend,
taking a holistic look at how
groups spent their money
last fall. Student groups
must submit detailed budgets for second-semester
spending and an itemized
list of all fall expenses by
Jan. 27. Groups who do not
comply will be fined at least
15 percent of their leftover
funds. u
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"To always assume that you plan for the world as it is today seems like a terrible mistake."
–Steven Lerman, University Provost, on University President Steven Knapp's future-focused
strategic plan the provost is spearheading.
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Staff Editorial

Keeping it real
with students

by Brian Tratner

The University unveiled a new
plan to create a smarter and more effective alcohol policy for graduate and
undergraduate students last week, an
overhaul to be commended for its innovative and student-oriented roots.
Spearheaded by Assistant Dean
of Students Tara Pereira, the revamp
includes potential goals, such as altering Responsible Alcohol Management guidelines for law students, revising the “reasonable person” standard for student organizations and
allowing cumbersome paperwork to
be submitted online.
What is most encouraging about
these changes, along with other recent
overhauls Pereira has overseen this
year, is the manner in which these reforms have been accomplished.
Pereira, with the support of
Dean of Students Peter Konwerski,
started and framed these reforms
based on feedback from students.
Not just Student Association leaders, but average students who otherwise would have gone unheard in
the University’s bureaucracy.
This model of frank and direct conversation with students is laudable,
and it should serve as an example of
how the University must approach its
students and its reforms.
Without hearing individual testimony and responses from students,
Pereira said she would not have been
able to grasp critical complaints and
concerns about certain alcohol, drug
and judicial policies.
Pereira not only reached out to
large and prominent student leaders
and organizations; she also made attempts to communicate and connect
with ordinary students. By doing
this, she was able to obtain a comprehensive view of student complaints and concerns.
Konwerski should also be recognized for not only allowing Pereira to
carry out her vision, but also for supporting this crucial type of studentadministrator interaction.
This appears to be a shift from
previous administrative policies in the
Dean of Students office, as Pereira has
finally been encouraged and allowed
to engage with students after Konwerski assumed his post in May 2010.

This model of frank and
direct conversation with
students is laudable, and it
should serve as an example
of how the University must
approach its students and
its reforms.
This form of communication can
be seen in other student-life initiatives
across campus. In particular, the new
Center for Student Engagement is seeking to work directly with individual
students in an exciting manner. Director of the CSE, Tim Miller, and his staff
have been interacting with students on
a personal level by touring dorms.
While each department in the
University is distinct, administrators dealing with students or student issues should heed these models of effective outreach.
High-level administrators should
always be sure to allow their staff to
fully engage with students to receive
the most informative portrait of students' views on any pertinent issues.
But what these open lines of communication with students represent
is the willingness of administrators
to be truly innovative.
And in GW's criticism shy administration, it is refreshing to see highlevel administrators take risks that
could have earned GW bad press, and
pursue those ideas anyway, because
it was what was best for students.
Each staffer, employee or administrator who has an idea to better student
life should be allowed to explore and
push for new programs, even if it ends
in failure, as the main goal of the University should always be making its
student body feel educated, safe and
satisfied with their time at GW.
Increased outreach is essential at a
University that students often criticize
for having a vast web of bureaucracy.
By working with students on important issues that will affect their campus
experience, opening networks of communication will clearly serve to benefit
both students and administration.
More effective policies and plans
will be formulated, and students will
feel that they have more of an active
stake in their University.
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Stick to your
semester
goals

State of the Union season at GW

D

rink more water,
eat healthier, go to
the gym more and
study more.
These are just a few of
the goals I set for myself
this semester. A more extensive list would include further challenging feats, such
as sleeping at least seven
hours every night and earning straight "A's."

Paris Bienert
Columnist

F

Personalizing political discussions

ew things are more invigorating than a fiery political
debate between two GW
students.
On this politically charged campus, conversations – and sometimes,
screaming matches – about controversial issues are ubiquitous. While
such intellectual interactions might
be worthwhile, these conversations
have an inherent problem. They are
often so abstract that they become
more like hyperbolic boxing matches
in which each debater is overly motivated to win the argument, rather
than exchanges of ideas.
I am guilty of enjoying such debates with friends about everything
from the need for a government
mandate for health insurance to the
justification for higher marginal tax
rates on the wealthiest Americans.
But my trip to Israel with GW Hillel
over winter break served as a necessary wake-up call for me. Political
debates, I realized, should be about
actual people and the implications
of policy on their lives.
We debate politics, war and
peace because we want to flex our
own persuasive muscles, but too often these duels never go anywhere.
Now I see why: Students rarely focus on the units affected by the issues they discuss. We should not debate in the abstract, but rather with
a focus on the impact that the issues
or policies we are discussing has on
individuals' livelihoods.

Phil Ensler
Columnist
The University is preparing to
enter an even more debate-laden
era; an election year is just beginning, and the political debate series
has been established. At this time,
we’re all going to find ourselves
talking the issues whether we want
to or not, wearing our political affiliations like badges and using our
extensive knowledge of given topics like weapons.
Prior to my trip, I engaged in
dialogues with friends and peers
about Middle East politics in wonky, political terms. We would argue
about armistice lines and whether
the Democrats or Republicans were
more pro-Israel.
But my travels led me to view
the conflict on a local, humane level.
My conversations with Israelis allowed me to see beyond the politics
and understand how tensions in the
region impacted their daily lives.
But now that I am back to the
GW bubble, it is tempting to revert
to old tendencies of trying to outduel peers and feel a sense of pride
from beating them in debate. But I
am mindful that, while it may be
important to talk about such topics
on campus, it would be wise to take

a deep breath and not feel the need
to triumph over someone else’s position merely because it is self-satisfying to do so.
This is not to say that every debate we have is to boost our egos. In
fact, many student organizations –
including those dedicated to Middle
Eastern peace – have very productive dialogues attempting to foster
mutual understanding of beliefs. I
admire their efforts to better educate themselves and the community
about different viewpoints.
But too often, such forums become contests for who can raise
their voices the loudest or make
the other side look the most foolish.
Such debates would be more useful
if participants were less concerned
with trying to out-perform one another and instead were more willing to genuinely listen to the other
side and ask questions to better understand his or her position.
By all means, debate health care
until you are ready to pull your hair
out. Stay up all night discussing a
two-state solution. But do not forget that at the root of the politics
and policy is something as personal
as a woman’s access and ability to
pay for a mammogram, or an Israeli
family’s fear of not seeing their children come home because of indiscriminate bombings.
–The writer, a senior majoring
in political science, is a Hatchet
columnist.

Letter to the editor

Give students an SA candidate worth voting for
If you haven’t already noticed,
Student Association elections are
just around the corner. Letters about
the Joint Elections Committee's
newly proposed goals dominate The
Hatchet’s opinions section, while the
news section contains juicy SA gossip like the apparent clash between
the president and the SA Senate.
Last week, the chair of the JEC,
Phil Gardner, reported there is
typically a 20-percent voter-participation rate at GW. Because of this
staggeringly low statistic, I commend the JEC's new goal to "get
out the vote." Encouraging voter
participation is essential in a democratic system of governance.
That said, I think the other new
goal – to put less emphasis on rule
violations – is a mistake.
Elections will always be unfair
without solid law enforcement. The
rules need to be enforced, because
students who choose campaign
managers, attend endorsement interviews, dig dirt up on their competitors and violate campaign rules

dominate the Student Association
presidential field. In other words, the
field is made up of students who take
winning the election too seriously.
Until the campaign field presents ordinary alternatives to student-elitists in the election who are
just running to play politics, the
Joint Elections Committee must
sternly enforce the rules. Indeed,
the only reason the JEC exists at all
is because these elections attract aspiring politicians.
If the JEC de-emphasizes rule
enforcement, it will underpin the
reason 80 percent of students don’t
vote to begin with: They detest the
candidate pool.
Here’s the good news: We can
change that pattern, because almost
anyone can run for SA president. All
someone needs is a passion to better our school. I was a candidate last
year, but I didn’t fit the fraternitybacked "career politician" mold. I
was a student seeking the attention
of other students who couldn't care
less about the people in student gov-
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ernment who don’t care about students in the first place.
The Hatchet's endorsement
for SA president described me as
having a "blatant lack of knowledge…regarding how the University operates." That may have
been correct, but how much does
that even matter?
You see, I don’t even know what
the phrase "how the University operates" means. Are there some topsecret methods GW administrators
use to make major decisions? Do
they not discuss, debate and decide
like everyone else? Is that not how
normal institutions work? Is that
not how we all operate in our everyday lives?
Elections will be what we
make them. Give us someone to
vote for, and we in the 80 percent
might just show up.
Josh Benjamin
–The writer, a senior, was a
presidential candidate during
the 2011 SA elections.

After a week and a half
of classes, I’m doing fairly well at living up to my
goals. But judging from past
experience, I know I should
expect to see these goals fly
out the window in the upcoming weeks.
It seems like everybody comes back to school
with newfound gusto after
weeks of relaxing over winter break. You feel like you
could take on the world and
accomplish anything. Living up to goals and having a
happy and healthy semester
seems like a piece of cake…
until it isn’t. After a couple
weeks pass and the grind of
the semester sets in, resolutions fall by the wayside.
Is there anyone who is
actually able to commit and
follow through on his or her
goals for an entire semester?
If such people do exist, I beg
them to share their secrets
with the rest of us pathetic
flakes. In the meantime, I’ll
be racking my brain for the
answer – that magical solution to complacency.
Maybe the way to be
most successful with new
semester goals is by accepting that it is impossible to
be perfect.

Maybe the way to
be most successful
with new semester
goals is by accepting
that it is impossible
to be perfect.
See, if I followed through
with all of my goals this semester, I would be a happy, well-rested, straight-A
student with a rockin’ bod
and plenty of spare time
for community service and
pleasure reading.
In other words, I would
be living a reality practically impossible for college
students.
Self-improvement is not
an all-or-nothing kind of
game. It is easy to think, “I
already ate a ton of chips,
so why bother going to the
gym?” or “I’m not going to
get a good grade anyway, so
why not go out instead of
study?” But just because you
fall through on one goal or
momentarily slip up, doesn’t
mean you should lose sight
of them altogether.
I am not suggesting we
should let our goals fall by
the wayside, because setting standards and expectations helps us improve who
we are. All I am suggesting
is this: We shouldn’t lose all
hope just because we can’t
live up to the lofty and unrealistic expectations we set.
So this semester, rather
than kicking yourself because you don’t get straight
"A’s," keep the image you
have created of the “perfect
you” and try a little bit every day to become more like
that person.
–The writer, a sophomore
majoring in international
affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.
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Park service defends occupiers, but will begin eviction
by Brianna Gurciullo
Hatchet Reporter
U.S. Park Police plan to
crack down on the Occupy
D.C. encampment that has
lingered in McPherson Square
for almost four months, the
leader of the National Park
Service said at a congressional hearing Tuesday.
Lawmakers grilled National Park Service Director Jonathan Jarvis during a two-hour
hearing called by the House
of Representatives Committee
on Oversight and Government
Reform to discuss “the decision-making process that has
allowed continued camping
in McPherson Square for more
than three months despite the
apparent illegality of it,” chairman of the subcommittee Rep.
Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., wrote in a
letter of invitation to witnesses.
Jarvis stood by his department’s decision to allow occupiers to stay in their tented village
since October as an exercise of
free speech, even with a rule
that bans camping – sleeping
or preparing to sleep in public
places – at the square.
Title 36 of the Code of
Federal Regulations lists a
provision that outlaws camping in parks not designated
for such activities without
explicit permission from the
National Park Service.
“The protesters – the demonstrators – exercising their

MOODY
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top priority at many colleges,
which are bracing for an overall slowdown in government
support and private gifts, the
Moody’s report found.
The third annual tuition
pricing survey reflects a review of 152 private universities
across the country. While GW
did not participate, neighboring Georgetown and American
Universities responded. Individual responses were not detailed in the report.
Moody’s preserved GW’s
stable A1 investment rating,
which is on par with market
basket schools, when it last
evaluated the University’s financial standing in August.
A1 is the firm's uppermedium score, indicating
that an institution is suitable
for investment.
The ratings firm projected
that nearly a quarter of private
universities rated at A1 or below will decrease their tuition
price per student in fiscal year
2012 to compete with public
universities’ lower tuition costs.
The Board of Trustees sets
tuition for the next fiscal year
at its annual February meeting.
For each of the last four years,
GW's tuition has inched up 3
percent, which totaled a $1,243
increase last year.
Katz, who is responsible
for recommending tuition increases to the board, declined

BOARD
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“To always assume that
you plan for the world as it
is today seems like a terrible
mistake,” Lerman said.
After spending a semester gathering information, the
steering committee will soon
roll out a handful of broad
themes for the final plan, such
as globalization.
Lerman estimated that the
final draft of the plan would
be unveiled at the board's next
meeting in October. The existing strategic plan was published in 2002 and took three
years to formulate.
To match the strategic
plan’s overarching vision for
GW’s future, a rebranding effort announced last summer
seeks to streamline the University’s visual message, also
coinciding with Knapp’s focus on public relations.
Last semester, administrators, deans and selected faculty,
along with staff and students
vetted initial ideas for a visual
marketing campaign, including a new logo that will be used
on all University materials.
“We are now in the process
of assessing and incorporating
all the feedback we have received,” Vice President for External Relations Lorraine Voles
said. “Our goal is to capture the
uniqueness of an education at
George Washington and highlight our research, academics
and vibrant student life."
Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations
Mike Morsberger, who is overseeing the University’s comprehensive fundraising campaign, also plans to use the
February board meeting as a
launching pad for initial ideas
conceived last semester.
Morsberger said the campaign will be woven into the
strategic and visual identity
plans this summer, although
its “quiet phase” will extend

First Amendment rights, have
the rights to be in McPherson
Square for 24 hours a day,”
Jarvis said. “The core of their
First Amendment activity is
that they occupy the site.”
He said protesters would
receive a warning before being
pushed out, unlike the midNovember clearing of Zuccotti
Park by New York City police.
David Barna, chief spokesman for the park service, said
the department waited to enforce the no-camping rule but
will now move forward to uphold the ban.
“We kind of wanted to see
where this would go, in terms
of how big a size or shape,”
he said. “But at the same time,
we’re getting a lot of input from
the local community – the people who work up there and live
up there – that they don’t think
it's appropriate.”
Barna added that those who
sleep at the park will receive
civil citations, similar to parking
tickets, but that the park service
will meet with protesters and
warn them ahead of time.
Jarvis contended to the
committee that the Occupy
D.C. protest is unique in nature,
because it is small in population
and similar to a vigil, and therefore is not required to seek out
explicit permission.
Protesters began camping
out at McPherson Square Oct.
1 to form Occupy D.C., an offshoot of the Occupy Wall Street
to comment on anticipated
pricing information until after
next month’s meeting.
Moody’s associate analyst
Paul Corcoran speculated that
more selective universities
would continue to see rising
tuition revenue.
Corcoran declined to
comment on GW specifically,
but said private institutions
that attract government research grants will remain financially strong.
Another Moody's report,
published Jan. 23 predicted
that universities that depend
on tuition "will continue to
face challenges in the next 12
to 18th months."
The allure of lower-cost
alternative to all but the most
elite universities will drive an
overall slowdown in net tutition growth in coming years,
analysts said in the report,
published in The Chronicle of
Higher Education.
Increasing research at the
University has been a priority in recent years, shifting
GW’s focus and resources
toward science and engineering programs.
“Schools with tougher acceptance rates will be able to
retain the pricing power and be
able to keep their enrollment
high,” Corcoran said. “However, schools that might struggle
going forward are universities
without high matriculation
rates, not prominent market
leaders. You’ll probably see
students looking for lower cost
alternatives.” u
another one to two years. The
fundraising goal will not be announced until the anticipated
public launch in 2014 or 2015.
Analysis of untapped donors and development priorities will shape the scope
of the campaign moving forward, Morsberger said, noting
record-breaking fundraising
during last year and the first
half of this fiscal year.
“We want to be counted
among the most elite universities in this country, and therefore the world,” he said.
Dean of Students Peter
Konwerski, in charge of efforts
to reevaluate student career
services, also said last semester was spent organizing ideas
for upping the chances of employment for GW’s graduates.
The overhaul will aim to better integrate University-wide
services and school-specific
centers – which have faced
student criticism in the past.
The Career Services Task
Force, launched in June 2010,
yielded a career services advisory council that has met
monthly since its formation in
November.
The council’s 16 members
– including leaders of all campus career centers and two
students – discuss trends in
college career advising, their
individual school’s best practices and potential Universitywide areas for career services
expansion, Executive Director
of University Initiatives Robert Snyder said.
Representatives formed
several teams to explore opportunities for growth, including expanding employer relations, setting student learning
outcomes and providing ongoing training to career services staff.
The revamped career services will aim to engage students sooner, “from here at CI
to here at Commencement,”
Konwerski said.
He will also present the
project’s progress to the Board
of Trustees next month. u

movement that began in New
York, against what demonstrators call "corporate greed and
corruption." While the movement gained thousands of supporters in New York, it saw a
much smaller pool of support
in the District.
“The evidence is clear,
at least in my judgment, that
sleeping, cooking and camping
are taking place in McPherson
Square, despite protestations
to the contrary and apparently despite the clear prohibition
against camping,” Gowdy
said at the hearing.
While the occupiers have
a right to be heard, chair of
the House oversight committee Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif.,
said at the hearing that Congress could not allow any
group to break the law and
set up camp simply because
they claim to be protesting.
Issa told Jarvis he “turned
a blind eye to four months of
law-breaking.”
The settlement of tents scattered across McPherson Square
was also scrutinized two weeks
ago when Mayor Vincent Gray
suggested the protesters shift
to Freedom Plaza, after the
city’s health agency raised concern regarding a “dangerous
rat infestation as well as the serious potential for communicable disease, hypothermia and
food-borne illness,” according
to the report. Freedom Plaza is
home to a separate, smaller en-
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D.C. resident John Zangas, who has been camping out at the Occupy stronghold in McPherson Square
since October, sorts through piles of donated and deserted clothes to recycle for other protestors.

campment with a permit that
runs until Feb. 28. The move
would also allow for a cleanup of the square.
Jarvis, hammered with
questions regarding the park’s
condition throughout the hearing, defended his policies at the
park, including trash pick-ups
three times daily.
Twenty-four-year-old Sara
Shaw, a California native who

made a home at one of the
about 30 tents sprawled across
McPherson Square and who
was involved in Occupy Wall
Street in New York, said she
was upset by the lack of protester representation at the public hearing. Rep. Danny Davis,
D-Ill., read Occupy D.C.'s statement for hearing records.
“I think it was quite representative of how our govern-

ment suppresses the voices
of those that they don’t really
want to hear,” Shaw said at the
park Tuesday evening.
If police attempt to evict or
relocate her out of McPherson
Square and into Freedom Plaza,
Shaw said she would resist, because she prefers her present
location – between the White
House and K Street, near lobbyist firms and a seat of power. u

Arab Spring draws academic attention
by Cory Weinberg
Assistant News Editor
When uprisings began
steamrolling through Arab
countries about one year ago,
revolutionaries saw the opportunity to transform the region’s politics and society.
But the excitement from
Tahrir Square has reverberated halfway around the world
to create another kind of opportunity for policy experts
and scholars studying the
region: to re-engage students
and the public in Middle
Eastern affairs.
“If you go back a couple
years [before the Arab Spring],
there was a certain sense of
repetition – boredom – the
same issues being discussed
again and again and again,”
Marc Lynch, associate professor of political science and international affairs and director
of GW's Institute for Middle
East Studies, said. “Now there
is a wider range of issues that
people care about. They actually care about Tunisian domestic politics.”
Since the first spark of reform hit Tunisia in December
2010 and surged into Egypt
last January, Lynch said he noticed a mobilization of related
programs like the Project on

CRIME LOG
Robbery

1/18/12 – 9:20 a.m.
Location: 700 block of 21st
Street
Case closed

A local resident reported to
Metropolitan Police Department
officers that he was walking from
his apartment to the grocery
store when he was robbed at
gunpoint. The suspect asked
the victim for directions before
demanding his wallet. MPD
notified the University Police
Department after responding to
the scene.
–Referred to MPD
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nationwide involved in a social
fraternity or sorority experience
hazing – defined as humiliation, degradation, abuse or endangerment – according to a
2008 report from the National
Study of Student Hazing.
Four chapters at GW have
been charged with hazing since
last spring, spurring student
leaders to seek national guidance to cope with social probation and loss of University
housing, which prohibits organizations from having alcohol
at their events. Ten sororities
and 16 fraternities are chartered
at GW.

UPD
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it gives students a substitute
activity to drinking.
“I think that opens up
doors for them, for friendships,” he said.
Over the years, house staff
and officers have made strides
in improving communication to
coordinate their events to boost
student attendance, Gearhart
said. About 500 students – or
about half of Thurston Hall –
have adopted him, and he said

Middle East Political Science –
housed at GW and funded by a
recent $2 million Carnegie Corporation grant – and his popular blog on ForeignPolicy.com.
His website traffic skyrocketed, media requests flurried, event crowds overflowed
and the White House called
him for policy advice.
All of the attention, Lynch
said, gave him and his colleagues a platform to educate,
and was a springboard for true
experts to have a voice.
“Too often the public debate about the Middle East has
been poorly served,” he said.
“For a lot of the war on terror
after 9/11, people who know
nothing about Islam or about
the region – have never lived
there, don’t speak the language
– were treated as experts. I think
that had a really distorting effect about how Americans and
American policy understood
what’s going on.”
Policy experts were caught
off guard by the rapid toppling
of revolutionary dominoes,
but they quickly looked to academics to track down trends
in communication and culture
that stirred the uprisings. Now,
those academics are putting
more pieces together – from
the cause of continued bloodshed in Syria to the Muslim

Harassment

1/16/12 – Multiple times
Location: Off campus
Case closed

A student reported to UPD that
another student with whom
he was previously friends was
verbally harassing him.
–Referred for
disciplinary action

1/17/12 – Multiple times
Location: Off campus
Case closed

A student reported to UPD that
her ex-boyfriend, a student who
is studying abroad, sent her and
her friends threatening e-mails.
–Referred for
disciplinary action

Brotherhood-backed party's
recent victories in Egyptian
parliamentary elections.
Lynch’s book “The Arab
Uprising,” set to be released
March 27, will also try to add
a unique stamp to the Middle
East buzz, which has yet to
spawn comprehensive books
on the topic. The book will
focus on the interconnectedness of the region and what
consequences the last year of
unrest will hold.
“The questions that nonspecialists and specialists are
asking are, for once, not that
different: 'Why is this happening now?,' 'What are likely
outcomes?,'”
international
affairs and political science
professor Nathan Brown, who
also works in the Institute for
Middle East Studies, said.
Brown said he has been
surprised by the support
American students have
demonstrated since the Arab
Spring, as revolutionary images captivated the classroom
and the country. A survey
by Hart Associates last April
showed that 73 percent of college students in the U.S. were
following the Arab uprisings.
“This is the first time in
my lifetime that a group of
Middle Easterners demonstrating are seen to be the
1/20/12 – Unknown time
Location: Off campus
Case closed

A student reported to UPD that
a subject unaffiliated with the
University texted her a nude
photo.
–Referred to MPD

Voyeurism

1/22/12 – 3:20 a.m.
Location:
Francis Scott Key Hall
Open case

A woman visiting a student
reported to UPD officers that
while the she was showering,
another non-GW guest took a
picture of her with his phone.
–Open case

good guys in many Americans’ eyes,” Brown said.
The Arab Spring has also
emphasized the Elliott School
of
International
Affairs’
strength in Middle East studies, Lynch said. The school was
listed as the ninth-best undergraduate international relations program in the country
by researchers at the College
of William and Mary Jan. 3,
which cited the school’s number of experts in the region.
Sophomore international
affairs major Marielle Velander is taking Lynch’s Middle
East survey class this semester – the first undergraduate
course he has taught since the
Arab Spring began.
“You get a sense that all
eyes are turned on the Middle East and, by focusing on
the Middle East, you’re able
to understand what is going
on in the news. I’ll feel like
I understand it on a deeper
level,” she said.
As questions linger, Lynch
hopes to use the uncertainty as
a learning tool, leaving his syllabus open for the potential of
breaking news in the region.
“People can tell that
they’re living through world
historical times,” Lynch
said. “It’s nice that you don’t
know how it ends.” u

Sexual Abuse

1/22/12 – 3:04 p.m.
Location: University Mall
Case closed

A complainant unaffiliated
with GW reported to UPD
that a subject hugged her
and grabbed her behind.
UPD officers swept the
area, stopped a subject
who met the description
and notified MPD. MPD
officers investigated the
individual, but he was not
arrested.
–Subject barred
from campus

–Compiled by
Jacqueline Drayer

An ongoing investigation
of Alpha Epsilon Phi for allegations of hazing and underage
drinking remains the only incident this academic year.
Junior Daniel Gil, president
of the Inter-Fraternity Council,
said the fraternities that faced
hazing charges made “marked
improvements” in reducing
risks and educating new members.
Interaction with nationals has allowed GW’s chapters
“to identify possible problem
chapters and address the issues
before anything becomes out of
hand,” Gil added.
A national representative
of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity said when the organization learns about an instance of
hazing, it will work with that

chapter and its university more
vigilantly to address the charges, but declined to provide specifics.
“When there’s hazing going on, we want to do our best
to see that it stops. If that means
working with university administrations, that’s what we’re
going to do,” Justin True, the
fraternity’s associate director of
communications and marketing for Pi Kappa Alpha, said.
Pi Kappa Alpha lost its
place on townhouse row last
spring due to hazing charges.
Two other chapters, Kappa
Kappa Gamma and Sigma Phi
Epsilon also lost their spots due
to hazing and substance abuse
charges, respectively.
Director of the Center for
Student Engagement Tim Mill-

er attributes the widening scope
of national chapters to the rising
popularity – and revenue bases
– of Greek life across the country. This boost in funding, he
said, has been directed toward
the expansion of training initiatives including chapter leadership, officer transition, goal setting and problem solving.
“To focus on hazing is to
leave out the vast majority of all
programming done on behalf
of our members,” Miller, who
is also the associate dean of students, said.
The heightened focus on
national branches has also allowed Greeks at GW to better
understand the values of their
individual chapters, Marta Cofone, president of the GW Panhellenic Association said. u

it becomes difficult to engage
others during the night shift –
when students are studying,
doing homework or “things
they shouldn’t be doing.”
UPD Master Patrol Officer
Stephen Gerber said officers
serve as a main point of contact
for students in times of need.
Students he met at Adopt-anOfficer events have later approached him out of uniform,
he added.
“Since it is impossible to
know what crimes may have
been prevented if it were not
for the program, you cannot
quantitatively describe the im-

pact the program has on safety
at GW,” he said. “I do think the
program has increased student
body’s willingness to report incidents to [UPD].”
Adopted officers often
work with house staff to coordinate events, Gerber said,
adding that officers who attend
an event while off-duty might
in some cases be paid overtime. The department typically
gauges student involvement in
the program through surveys
in the spring.
UPD special officer Angela Galli, who also participates in the program and was

adopted by Guthridge Hall,
said officers meet house staff
each summer at a luncheon to
brainstorm ideas for activities,
from self-defense training to
anti-smoking dinners – strategies she said she prefers to simply approaching students in a
residence hall.
“I’ve really enjoyed being
a part of the Adopt-an-Officer
program, getting to know the
students and letting the students get to know that I’m a real
person, not just someone trying
to stop their fun,” Galli said.
-Priya Anand contributed to
this report
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sockets records showcase Chinese new year parade

BOTTOM

Black Cat
Saturday, 9 p.m.
Events off the Foggy Bottom Campus $12

6th and 8th H streets, NW
Sunday, 2 p.m.
Free

Three sisters, a whole lot of pie

by shazreh khan
Hatchet Reporter
A slice of pie is moving in on the cute
cupcake.
Pie Sisters, opened Jan. 5, offers a fresh alternative to the cupcake-dominated scene in
D.C. Located across from the Key Bridge, the
shop offers traditional-sized pies and cuppies
– their own version of mini pies.
The all-female trio of owners – and the
bakery’s namesake – sisters Allison, Erin and
Cat Blakely, each bring a breadth of culinary
experience. Erin took culinary classes and Allison worked at a bakery in New York. Erin
explained that the sisters grew up with a tradition of baking pies with their mother.
“We grew up doing this, we loved baking and we thought it was a natural thing to
do...we were all involved in it when we were
younger...it was an entrepreneurial type of
thing that we always dreamed of,” Erin said.
With their own shop, the sisters wanted
to put a unique spin on the traditional notion
of pies by creating their own cuppies and
switching up conventional recipes.
“Our recipes are a mix, I would say.
Some we got from our mom, some from
our grandmom and some from my mom’s
friend in college. I think pie is very traditional...it’s interesting getting ideas from
different people and having our own take
on the recipe,” Erin said.
The shop itself is also something they
hold close. Allison describes finding wood
from a farm in North Carolina, bringing
in things they care about and a focus on
creating a "homey" place as important creative concepts.
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Top: Fresh baked goodies tempt customers who enter the Pie Sisters shop. Bottom: Erin Blakely
recently opened Pie Sisters with her two sisters Allison and Cat. Erin says that the three sisters enjoyed
baking together as children, and are now bringing their baking skills to a hungry Georgetown crowd.

The pies range from the traditionally
sweet apple and pecan to decadent coconut
cream and chocolate pecan. They also have
savory flavors like chicken pot pie and sweet
potato. Each pie is homemade, which the sisters feel adds a special taste.
The sisters, natives of Great Falls, Va.,
chose Georgetown for their shop’s location

because of the connection they felt with the
community and the urban environment.
“We love Georgetown. We love the
vibe of it. There’s such a mix of people
here. You have the students; you have the
old Georgetown community. We grew up
going to church at St. John’s, so we grew
up in the area. It plays into the tradition of

where we come from,” Erin said.
Despite their new-kid-on-the-block status, the pie shop has already garnered an
enthusiastic response from the community
and its devoted customers – some of who are
crossovers from the shop’s online-only days.
And when it comes to competing with the
cupcake? Erin said pies have no competition.
“No one’s really doing what we’re doing.
Our cupcakes are much more labor-intensive.
It’s a different option, considering there are
hundreds of cupcake shops. We don’t see it as
competition,” Erin said.
The sisters have gone beyond pie to use
their sweet creations as the official dessert
sponsors of “A WINNter Affair,” the proceeds of which will go to The Children’s Inn
at National Institutes of Health.
“The crucial part of our whole business
was to be part of the community, give back
to the community, meet people in our community and support local businesses in the
area. It’s not just about the company, but
what the company can also do for the community,” Erin said.
All three sisters share the work of both the
financial and creative sides of their business
with their own specialties. Erin, who has experience in fashion, prefers the creative side,
while Allison, with a background in finance
tackles the number-crunching, business aspect. The youngest sister, Cat, recently back
from Iraq after working for a government
contracting position, works for the Department of State. Despite a hectic schedule, she
comes in the morning to help out in the shop
and returns in the evening to close.
Pie Sisters is located on 3423 M St.,
NW. u

Tickets to a cheap and easy night

>>

Woolly Mammoth
Theatre Company

by melissa turley | Features Editor

W

hile not quite Broadway prices, D.C.
theater tickets can put a serious dent 641 D St., NW
The eclectic Woolly Mamin the collegiate budget. Thankfully, many
moth Theatre offers perennial
District thespian hot spots offer young the- $20 tickets to any performance
for theatergoers under the age
atergoers discounts on select showings.
of 30, available a week before

Washington National Opera
The John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts

the show's first performance.
The group also typically offers
“Pay-What-You-Can” tickets
for the first one or two performances of every show, only
sold that evening, two hours
before the curtain goes up.

Generation O at the Washington National Opera is the selfproclaimed “premier young professional arts-lover program”
in the District. Members can choose at least three operas from a
limited selection for 50 percent off regular ticket prices and are
also eligible to receive exclusive discounts via email and free
attendance at lectures.

Round House
Theatre Bethesda

2700 F St., NW

>>

4545 East West Hwy,
Bethesda, Md.

Bethesda’s Round House
offers $10 weekday and $15
weekend admission to savings
savvy guests under the age of
30. They also offer all patrons
$10 Tuesday tickets for side orchestra and side balcony seating at selected performances.
The next discount event is a
production of “Next Fall” on
both Feb. 14 and 21.

Ford’s Theatre
511 10 St., NW

The historic Ford’s Theatre
features a limited number of
discount tickets for patrons under 35 years old at select per610 F St., NW
formances, the next of which is
“Necessary Sacrifices,” which
Young Prose Nights at the Shakespeare Theatre Company focuses on the encounters beinvites guests between 21 and 35 years old to enjoy a pre or tween former President Abrapost show happy hour as well as a play for under $30. The next ham Lincoln and abolitionist
nights are Wednesday Feb. 8 and Wednesday Feb. 15 featuring and former slave Frederick
Shakespeare’s “The Two Gentlemen of Verona.”
Douglass, on Jan. 24 and 26.

The Shakespeare Theatre Company

The John
F. Kennedy
Center for the
Performing Arts
2700 F St., NW

>>

The Kennedy Center ’s
Millennium Stage features
a free show everyday, offering a broad range of performances ranging from the
Children of Uganda Choir
to Mike Flaherty’s Dixieland
Direct Jazz Band, both of
which will be featured later
this month. Past performers
include rapper K’naan and
rockers OK Go.
The Kennedy Center
also offers discounts and
the occasional free ticket
for guests between the ages

of 18 and 30 through their
"MyTix" ticket program.
Current deals include $10
tickets to National Symphony Orchestra performances.

TOP: Michael boosalis |
Hatchet Photographer
BOTTOM: HATCHET FILE PHOTO
LEFT: HATCHET FILE PHOTO
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Endless food, drinks and music
The Hamilton’s slogan is “Eat, Drink,
Listen.” And the newly opened, refined,
yet chic jazz house is the perfect place to
do just that.
The five-week-old club never closes; offering breakfast, brunch, lunch, dinner and
late-night options all under one roof – a
rarity in the District.
And this late-night food oasis has the
best after-midnight menu I’ve
ever seen.
Jennie Krems
From
midnight to 6 a.m.
hungry
night
owls can dine on sliders with grilled onions, pickles and American cheese ($12),
milkshakes ($7), chicken and biscuits ($15)
and “The Big Hot Weiner,” ($8) a hot dog
slathered with chili, mustard and onions.
Our waitress told us that the restaurant,
a member of the larger, well-established
Clyde’s Restaurant Group, has been busier
than expected for late-night dining, especially on weekends.
The restaurant layout also offers maximum entertainment value. The main floor
of the restaurant seats 800 people and has
two bars. The dining rooms are furnished
with leather booths and wood paneling, accented with paintings and statues of birds
everywhere. It sounds odd, but somehow
it works to give The Hamilton an old-fashioned charm. And while our party was, at
first, a bit skeptical about the fowl-themed
paintings and bronze statues, but we were
more than won over by the food.
There is also an extremely unique concert space on the first floor. The famous
gospel singer Mavis Staples – the same
singer who wowed folk legend Bob Dylan
and even rejected his marriage proposal –
already graced the stage Jan. 19. Later this
month local blues band The Tommyhawks
are scheduled to perform Jan. 27, as well as
unique folk-pop-rock group The Dreamscapes Project Jan. 28 and big-band group
The Natty Beaux Feb. 2.
Our three-person party started with the
District Wings ($7), which have a mumbo
sweet-and-sour sauce and come with delicious fries, the Maitake Tempura ($6), the
Fire Cracker sushi rolls ($12) and spicy tuna
rolls ($6). We followed our appetizers with
the filet mignon ($19 5 oz./$25 8oz.) on the
waitress’ recommendation, the Grass-Fed
Piedmont Ridge Farm Beef Hamburger
($10) and the jumbo lump crab cakes ($17
single/$26 double).
Everything received rave reviews and we
almost didn’t have room for dessert, but we
opted to share the Chocolate St. Louis Gooey
Cake ($8), which is a chocolate lover's dream.
The dessert list has 12 items, including
The Hamilton Split ($17), a banana split
with candied bacon, and even a dessert beer.
Keeping to the local, homemade theme, the
restaurant even has its own Hamilton-blend
coffee. Our waitress was friendly and knowledgeable, although it did seem that the entire staff was still getting used to maneuvering the 37,000 square-foot restaurant.

In total, the restaurant was a $24 million
investment, our waitress explained. She also
explained that the establishment prides itself
on small craft drinks, local, grass-fed beef
from Piedmont Ridge Farm in Maryland,
organic pinot grigio, all natural, humanely
raised meat and poultry, local draught beers
and even Sidea water, which is made through
an environmentally friendly Naturizzata purification system S.I.D.E.A. Italia – it tastes much
better than regular tap water and is free.
With four bars, an awesome concert
venue, three chefs, delicious food and a
great drink list, not to mention the location
and hours, I will definitely return to The
Hamilton very soon.
The Hamilton is located at 600 14th St.,
NW. u

G Street Food
1706 G St., NW

zach krahmer | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Chicken banh mi ($7.95) is a traditional Vietnamese sandwich made with lemongrass and ginger
marinated chicken, pickled daikon and carrot, cucumber, cilantro, fresh jalapenos and mayos.

Bringing international street food
to America's capital

After returning to campus following a the Mediterranean ($7.75), a vegetarian treat
month of gluttonous home cooking, I was of grilled Portobello mushrooms, red pepdetermined to find an alternative to monoto- per, asparagus, with hummus and provolone
nous college dining.
served on foccacia, G Street Food offers the
I found my answer just a few blocks from experience of global cuisine without having
campus at G Street Food.
to leave Foggy Bottom.
The large, cafeteria-style
A recent addition to the
lunch spot offers a daily menu
multinational offerings, the
of international street food,
Thai tuna salad ($7.75) offers
while its location near a numa magnificent twist to the unRoxanne Goldberg
ber of government buildings
inspiring chicken of the sea.
draws crowds of hungry proCurry and jalapeño peppers
fessionals during the lunchliven the dish and result in an
time rush hour.
acute explosion of flavor. Bean sprouts top it
Though I’m not the hardest person to all off and tame the spice just enough to leave
please, I found G Street Food’s dishes sensa- you begging for more. The dish can be served
tional in taste. Served on simple paper plates, as a salad or on saj – a delicate, traditionally
the food is the main focus of every G Street Mediterranean flatbread.
experience. I did overhear someone behind
Some of the most authentic dishes can
me in line complaining that the menu is not be found in the menu’s Around the Globe
an adequate representation of genuine street section. The chicken quesadilla ($7.95) uses
food, but the selection incorporates enough perfectly spiced chicken and a refreshingly
variety to please me.
flavorful homemade pico de gallo that reAfter perusing the varied menu and minded me of bona fide Tex-Mex fare from
making the ever-difficult decision, orders back home in Arizona.
are placed at a counter where you can
watch the friendly chefs prepare your gourmet treat, just as you would at a traditional
street vendor.
The lively buzz produces a delightful,
contemporary atmosphere, and dishes are
quickly whipped up, making G Street Food
ideal for either a quick lunch break or a leisurely meal with friends.
Named one of the best sandwich shops
in the area by The Washington Post, G Street
Food crafts delectable sandwiches priced
from $6.45 to $7.95, each with its own global theme. From the traditional Vietnamese
chicken banh mi ($7.95), made with lemongrass and ginger marinated chicken, pickled
zach krahmer | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER
daikon and carrot, cucumber, cilantro, fresh G Street Foods co-owner Janice Choi serves a cup
jalapeño and mayo served on a baguette, to of coffee to caffeine-craving patrons Monday.

avra bassov | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Top: The open-faced BBQ brisket comes with mac and cheese, coleslaw, fried onions and Texas
toast ($9). Bottom left: The Fire Dragon roll ($13), is made with spicy tuna, eel, avocado, smelt roe
and scallions. Bottom right: The expansive dining area offers the District a new 24/7 dining option.
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JOBS
Sitters Wanted. $12+ per hour.
Register free for jobs near campus or
home. www.student-sitters.com

The GW Hatchet

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Get Ready for
The GW Hatchet's

Need Work???WE'RE HIRING!!!!
Are you a smart, organized selfstarter looking for part-time work
to compliment your studies? Look
no further. We are a boutique
telecommunications law firm with a
Fortune 500 client list looking for a few
bright undergrads to fill several parttime administrative openings in our file
room. Create your own set schedule,
10-20 hrs per week. Send your
resume and cover letter to Denise P.
Marcelin via email (dmarcelin@lb3law.
com) or fax (202.223.0833)
Email dmarcelin@lb3law.com

n
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E

Feb. 6

Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
Online classified ads are available FREE to all
GW students and faculty.
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30
per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot
access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in
person at our office. An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express
and Discover, as well as cash and check through our office.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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46.3

Elizabeth Traynor
Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

H

The men's basketball shooting
percentage from the floor during their
Wednesday match against La Salle.

men's basketball | la salle 78, gw 63

Defense stalls as men’s basketball team falls to La Salle
by elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
La Salle’s four-guard offense
wasn’t a setup GW had faced before.
Still, head coach Mike Lonergan and the Colonials felt prepared. They had a strong scouting report, sophomore forward
Nemanja Mikic said, one they had
utilized to its fullest potential in
the days of practice leading up to
the team’s trip to Philadelphia.
On top of that, GW was riding a
three-game win streak, one highlighted by the emergence of a
sound, commanding defense.
The Colonials took the court
against the Explorers Wednesday
and jumped out to a quick 12-4
lead. But then, the team that, prior
to the game, was in second place
in the A-10 in both scoring defense
and three-point defense, faltered.
It was a defensive skid that
neither Lonergan nor Mikic could
explain – one that saw the Colonials (8-12, 3-3 A-10) drop another
league road contest, falling to La
Salle 78-63.
“We wanted it to be fast-paced
because we didn’t think they had
a lot of depth. We knew their starters were very, very good,” Lonergan said. “I just thought, from the
beginning, we did not have good
defensive effort overall. A couple
guys came to play for us, but some
of our better players really did not
play well defensively tonight, for
whatever reason. I wish I could
figure it out.”
The Explorers took to the court
starting sophomore guards Tyreek
Duren and Sam Mills, junior guard
Ramon Galloway and senior guard
Earl Pettis. It made for a lethal offensive combination, the Colonials
bested by driving cuts and pickand-rolls that stopped GW’s players in their tracks.
La Salle narrowly bested the
Colonials on the boards, earning a 27-26 advantage, but it was
pure shooting that cemented the
victory. The game was effectively
won in the first half, when the Explorers shot 72.4 percent from the
floor, and went 75 percent from
three-point range. Undefeated
at home for the season, La Salle
headed into the match leading the
Atlantic 10 in three-point shooting and used it to decisively pull
ahead of GW.
“I just think there’s no energy
from certain players, for whatever
reason. We’ve changed the lineups, done a lot of things and we
were coming off three league wins
in a row, so the same lineup was
out there tonight, and just didn’t
get the job done. And the game
was basically over at halftime,”
Lonergan said.
The main thorn in the Colonials’ side was Galloway, who set
a new career high with 28 points
on the night. His effortless threepoint shots were highlighted by
lightning-fast points on fast breaks,
contributing to a 13-8 Explorers

francis rivera | assistant Photo Editor

Junior guard Lasan Kromah makes a shot from just within the arc during the Colonial's game against La Salle Wednesday
evening in the Tom Gola Arena. The Colonials ultimately fell to the Explorers 78-63 after narrowly besting GW on the boards.

advantage in that category.
Stymied by La Salle’s hot
hand, GW used a number of defenses, looking to pull itself out
of a hole. Beginning in the Colonials’ basic man-to-man front, the
team tried a 1-3-1 zone, but found
itself beaten on the wing by La
Salle’s quick-moving guards. The
Colonials went into the full-court
press, but didn’t have the energy
to sustain – or even begin – the

attack needed to shut down the
Explorers. La Salle quickly spread
the Colonials thin, exposing holes
for open drives.
The difference maker in the
defense tonight, Lonergan said,
was GW’s effort. Too often, the
Colonials were beaten to the ball,
or didn’t get back fast enough
to stop La Salle after sloppy ball
handling, allowing them 22 points
off 14 Colonials turnovers.

“We’re starting, basically, four
guards ourselves right now, and
they start four guards, but we knew
we were going to have trouble at certain positions to guard them off the
dribble. But we actually had trouble
even with our better defenders just
guarding at all,” Lonergan said.
“Just no effort. No intensity, it was
like a lay-up line out there. They really lit us up in the first half”
Perhaps the missing source of

energy was junior David Pellom.
Sidelined by a left knee injury in
practices leading up to Wednesday’s match, the forward spent
the game sitting on the bench clad
in team garb, the first to stand and
slap his teammates’ hands as they
exited the court at timeouts. Pellom’s status will be re-evaluated
in the days leading up to the Jan.
28 contest at Fordham, but his absence tonight sucked some of the
life out of the listless Colonials,
Lonergan said.
“It would have given us more
energy,” Lonergan said. “I think
Dave gets some of his teammates up, and I thought besides
[junior guard] Bryan Bynes, we
just didn’t have a lot of energy.
[Graduate student forward] Jabari
[Edwards] gave us a little bit of a
spurt, too.”
The team posted a 46.3-shooting percentage from the floor, supplementing that with 38.5-percent
shooting from downtown. GW
grabbed a 14-6 edge in secondchance points, the offense paced
by Mikic, who netted 13 points.
Junior forward Dwanye Smith was
next, adding 11 points, followed by
junior guard Lasan Kromah, who
posted 10 points, pulled down five
boards and grabbed four steals.
Bynes and Edwards added six and
eight points, respectively.
Still, it was an offensive effort
that wasn’t quite enough to overcome La Salle’s explosion. Senior
guard Tony Taylor, the offensive
catalyst in the Colonials’ two victories over the Explorers last season,
often fell victim to La Salle doubleteams, adding just seven points
and five rebounds. As the Explorers’ lead grew, so did GW’s impatience, with the team rushing shots
and taking aim off of bad looks.
To be faced with a points hole as
big as La Salle created, in the face
of what Lonergan called a “pretty
good” first half offensive effort,
was maddening, Mikic said.
“In the first half, I think we
were like [at one point] 66 percent
from the field, which is pretty
good. We should be going into
the locker room all happy, but
the next thing you know, they’re
shooting 70-something percent
from the field,” Mikic said. “It’s
hard to win against a team that’s
shooting such a high field goal
percentage.”
The play all went back to effort, Lonergan said. The breakdown in defense, faltering amid
La Salle’s energetic play, failing to
capitalize on relatively strong offense – it could all be traced back
to a lack of energy.
Even after identifying the
source of the failing, Lonergan
still couldn’t put his finger on
what had changed in GW’s defensive front Wednesday night. When
questioned, neither could Mikic.
“I have no idea. I guess we’ll
have to find out in the film session,” Mikic said. u

Women's basketball | gw 68, saint louis 58

Depleted Colonial bench bests St. Louis with 10-point victory
by brennan murray
Hatchet Reporter
With only one uniformed
player left on the bench at tipoff,
the starting five Colonials knew
they had to leave everything on
the court to come away with a victory against St. Louis.
Following a blowout loss to
conference rival Duquesne last
Saturday, GW (10-10) entered the
Smith Center tonight looking to
bounce back and earn its second
conference win against A-10 opponent St. Louis. And though a
limited roster plagued the Colonials in Pittsburgh, the six available players for GW were able to
join together and overcome that
same lack of depth against the Billikens for a 68-58 victory.
“We know that everyone
thinks we’re depleted right now.
They want to come at us and come
in here with confidence,” head
coach Mike Bozeman said. “But
we’re in attack mode. We aren’t
working on a hope theory. We’re
working on a wish-you-wouldmake-a-mistake theory.”
The Colonials’ first half play
was dominated by high energy
on both sides of the court. Coming out firing, GW hit three of its
first four shots, serving as an indication of the aggressive offensive
play that would follow. But after
drawing three early fouls and giving up some easy buckets on the
defensive end, the Colonials found
themselves struggling to keep up
with St. Louis’ shooting effort,
eventually going down by nine
points with 5:15 left in the half.
The intensity GW had at the
opening of the game returned to
the Colonials for good with just
over six minutes to play in the
half. Led by senior guard Tiana
Myers, the Colonials began what

would be an impressive 20-5 scoring run, during which GW was
nearly perfect from the field, hitting nine of 12 shots. Myers alone
contributed 10 points during this
frame, six of them coming by way
of the three-ball, and ended the
half with 20 points.
Myers’ 20 first half points
broke her season high, and her
continued success from the floor
in the second half allowed her to
tie her career high of 24 points,
a feat she first accomplished last
year at Dayton. Her performance,
Myers believes, was inspired from
a team discussion that occurred
earlier this week.
“We had a meeting earlier this
week in practice and you know,
we basically said that we need
to step out of our comfort zones
and let go of some things. For me,
it was to let my guard down and
open up to my teammates,” Myers
said. “I think that translated to the
game. I fought for my teammates,
and they fought for me.”
Junior guard Danni Jackson
was also convinced of the positive impact the meeting had on the
team, which she said was an outpouring of feelings that provoked
the type of honest discussion needed to draw the team together.
“It was very emotional, and
everyone got what they wanted
to say out,” Jackson said. “I think
that was the key, and now we feel
more comfortable with each other
and now we are playing with and
for each other.”
Though the Colonials entered
halftime with a mere five-point
lead, as the second half began,
it was clear that their aggressive
play was too much for St. Louis
to handle. Propelled by the momentum gained from the late
first-half scoring spurt, Myers
and senior forward Tara Booker

samuel klein | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Junior guard Danni Jackson maneuvers past two Saint Louis defenders during Wednesday's game in the Smith Center.

started things off with two immediate field goals. By the end of the
game, Myers, Booker and Jackson
all landed in double figures, with
24, 15 and 15 points, respectively.
GW’s strong offense was supported by an equally commanding defense, forcing 12 St. Louis
turnovers, nine of them coming
via steals. It was a defensive effort
categorized by awareness and grit,
an effort that played just as large
a role in GW’s 68-58 victory as the
team's offensive success did.

Bozeman, proud of his team’s
ability to contain the Billikens’
scoring chances, couldn’t hold back
his emotion when describing its
second-half resilience and effort.
“I challenged these guys because
in the first half we gave up 34 points.
So I told them I didn’t want them to
give up more than 20 points in the
second half,” Bozeman explained.
“And they only gave up 24 points.
What more can a coach ask for?”
The positive effect of this win,
Bozeman believes, will give the Co-

lonials the inspiration to keep winning games, no matter how many
players are available to play.
“We’re going to get the same
energy and the same effort and the
same focus when we come here on
Saturday,” said Bozeman. “One of
the better teams in the conference
is coming in here. I’m looking forward to it and I know the girls are
looking forward to it too,” he said.
The Colonials are back in action Saturday at the Smith Center
to host Dayton at 2 p.m. u
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