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Sexual assault policy
reassessed for clarity

Administrator draws up guidelines to elucidate rights
of victims and perpetrators in sexual assault cases
by jeremy diamond
Hatchet Reporter

marie mcgrory | hatchet staff photographer

The Wong Chinese Boxing Association performs the Chinese Lion Dance after firecrackers closed out D.C.'s annual
Chinese New Year celebration Sunday, which shut down H Street below the Friendship Arch in Chinatown.

The University will formalize its
sexual assault policy over the next
year to better align GW’s approach
with heightened federal standards
for investigating sexual assault on
college campuses.
A more precise distinction between sexual assault and other violent offenses in the code of student
conduct will demonstrate GW’s zero
tolerance policy for sexual assault
and clarify existing rights of those
involved, Assistant Dean of Students
Tara Pereira said.
Pereira estimated that the clarified definition will be added to the
Guide to Student Rights and Responsibilities in the fall and will be
expanded into a stand-alone policy
the following semester.
“[The policy] will be much
more explanatory so you don’t
have to dig for days to find this in-

formation, so that it’s much more
readily available to the campus
community,” Pereira said.
The new policy will make explicit the rights of both the victim and
the alleged perpetrator and increase
training for University staff to more
clearly comply with the “Dear Colleague” letter released by the Department of Education’s Office for Civil
Rights in April 2011.
In the letter, institutions of higher
education were asked to make the
publication of a sexual assault policy
a top priority. It also explained the
sexual assault provisions of Title IX,
which mandates that no person can
be discriminated against based on
sex – including harassment and sexual assault – at universities that receive federal funding, or else the university may be held liable in court.
“We believe our sexual harassment policy, which also applies to
See POLICY: Page 5

Alumnus battles for council seat
by danielle telson
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Junior Kaiya Lyons prints in Gelman Library. Printing prices will drop from 9 cents
to 7 cents per page this week because of Student Association lobbying.

SA to pressure trustees
for fee accountability
by kaya yurieff and sarah ferris
Hatchet Reporters
GW’s top student leaders will
take their fight against fees straight to
the top next week.
The Student Association executive team will urge members of the
Board of Trustees – the University's
highest governing body – to provide
reasoning for all costs tacked onto
tuition, after completing a monthslong probe into campus fees.
Student Association President
John Richardson and Executive Vice
President Ted Costigan called upon
the students in their fee-hunting commission to take a more proactive role
in identifying and potentially eliminating unnecessary expenses instead
of waiting for administrators to provide them. Richardson said staff in
University President Steven Knapp’s
office reached out to be part of the

process last fall, offering to “send requests” to academic and student life
departments to volunteer fee information, but as of early January, he
said the office made little progress.
To finish the project, the dozenmember fee task force compiled a
formal report independently. It was
completed Jan. 28 but Richardson
and Costigan said they were still
reviewing the findings and declined
to share specific figures.
Richardson said he plans to
present the task force’s findings to
the Board of Trustees’ Student Affairs committee at its Feb. 10 meeting, where the body will set tuition
for next year. He will also push the
Board to support listing out all costs
on tuition e-bills and any additional
fees by next fall to allow for “community oversight” on University
See FEES: Page 5

It’s been two decades since
alumnus Max Skolnik left the University, but his passion for education has not let up.
As a Democratic candidate for a
seat on the D.C. Council representing Ward 4 – the northernmost part
of the city, including Fort Totten,
Petworth and Takoma – Skolnik
hopes to have a hand in mending
the city’s struggling school system
if voters usher him through April’s
primary election.
“I just believe in my heart, with
every fiber of my being, that unless
we get this right, unless we fix this
educational challenge, honestly we
will never be a great city again,” the
2002 Elliott School of International
Affairs graduate said.
A recent report commissioned
by Mayor Vincent Gray’s office
and released Jan. 26 recommended the shutdown or turnaround
of three dozen public schools citywide. It also found that 67 percent
of students within D.C.’s public
school system live in households
with incomes that fall under the
federal poverty line.
“To me, it’s not fair that you have
to win a lottery to put your kids in
a charter school, or you have to win
the real lottery to put your kids in
private school,” Skolnik said. “Real
folks don’t have access to high quality public education.”
Skolnik is campaigning on a
platform of fixing the city’s schools
so that they offer “all the needs of
a child from cradle to career,” by
adding a year-round youth employment program, increasing
anti-bullying efforts and enhancing the quality of after-care programs. He points to his experience
at Kid Power, a D.C. nonprofit he
founded upon graduation to boost
literacy rates, as a testament of his

shannon brown | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Alumnus Max Skolnik, right, greets Ward 4 resident Gregory Alston as he canvasses
Saturday afternoon in the Takoma neighborhood for a seat on the D.C. Council.

leadership on youth issues.
Kid Power also includes a
“CookieTime” bakery operated
by middle school students in a
partnership with the bakery chain
CakeLove to help them gain financial and food preparation skills. A
“VeggieTime” program focuses on
nutrition and urban gardening.
After spending a portion of his
childhood living in Mexico, Skolnik
came to GW to indulge his fascination with the Spanish language and
Latin American history and culture.
He also spent a summer during his
college years in Chile.
"I was intensely interested in
the ways that countries heal after
dictatorships," Skolnik said, adding
that GW was an "amazing place to
conduct this research."
His drive to champion youth issues took root during a service trip
to Cuba, where he helped children
develop original plays from scratch,
while studying at the University.
“I came back to the States totally

mesmerized and just totally knew
that this was my passion and this is
what I wanted to do with my life,”
Skolnik said, adding that GW prepared him for that route by reinforcing traits like discipline, patience
and compassion in his work.
He served on the Southwest
Waterfront Advisory Neighborhood Commission from 2004 to
2008 and now sits on the DC Alliance of Youth Advocates, a coalition
to promote youth development.
The New York native said, during his time in local politics, he noticed serious flaws with education
and ethics in city government.
“I’ve run an organization. I
know what it’s like to be a small
businessperson. I know what it’s
like to make payroll,” Skolnik said.
“I understand those concerns from
a development perspective.”
While incumbent Muriel Bowser has the home-field advantage,
See ALUMNUS: Page 5

GW Law School to host four Supreme Court justices
by cory weinberg
Assistant News Editor
Four Supreme Court justices and
three European human rights judges
will visit the GW Law School in March
to discuss the judicial system’s role in
protecting civil and political rights.
Justices Samuel Alito, Stephen Breyer, Anthony Kennedy and Sonia Sotomayor will join judges from the European Court of Human Rights as well as
legal scholars for a workshop and series
of panel discussions March 1 hosted by
GW and the Department of State.
“We hope the workshop will enable
Justices from the United States to meet
and exchange ideas with their European counterparts and vice versa and also
gain important insight by interacting
See LAW: Page 5

Courtesy of the Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States

Supreme Court Justices Samuel Alito, Stephen Breyer, Anthony Kennedy and Sonia Sotomayor, from left to right, will visit campus March 1 alongside European judges.
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IN Brief

Zoning hearing set for
museum construction
The University will make its case for
the GW Museum at a public hearing April
5 to gain city approval for the project.
Construction on the $22 million project linking the cross-town Textile Museum
with a collection of historical D.C. artifacts
donated to GW last year, is set to begin by
late summer, pending approval from the
D.C. Zoning Commission.
West End Citizens Association secretary Barbara Kahlow said the group plans
to testify at the hearing in opposition to the
museum project out of concern for the level
of traffic it would bring to 21st Street.
Senior Associate Vice President for
Operations Alicia Knight said GW conducted a traffic study, and “the amount
of activity is not something that our consultants or the University think will be
problematic at all.”
GW filed its initial application to the
zoning commission with sketches and
plans Nov. 2 and submitted further details on the project in a pre-hearing statement Jan. 20.
Plans to transform the University Police
Department’s headquarters at the Woodhull House into a museum were unveiled
last February, after collector and real estate
developer Albert H. Small donated his personal cache of historical city relics to GW.
His $5 million donation will facilitate renovations to turn the space into a gallery.
UPD will relocate to the Academic
Center, a move Senior Associate Vice
President of Safety and Security Darrell
Darnell said he expects to happen this
spring or early this summer.
In July, University President Steven
Knapp announced the partnership with the
Textile Museum, at S and 23rd streets, calling it a testament to GW’s commitment to
its “role as a vibrant center for artistic discovery and discourse.”
Knight projected that construction
on the museum will be completed by
spring 2014.
The four-story museum with two
below-ground floors will have a main
entrance on 21st Street, with a second entrance on G Street at the Woodhull House,
according to the zoning documents. It will
also include a gift shop.
The museums will not charge for admission.

–Frankie Kane

CORRECTION
In “Satisfaction up for J Street,” (p. 3,
Jan. 26, 2012) The Hatchet incorrectly referred to Yehudah Abraham, a male student, as “she.”
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Participants in the White House Hockey club enjoy the unusually warm weather Sunday afternoon while playing a pick-up game in front of
the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Senior Seth Libby, the center player in black, joined the hockey group just last summer.
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Advance Auto Parts’ monster truck show
rolled into the Verizon Center Friday.

D.C. celebrated the start of the Year of
the Dragon in Chinatown Sunday.

The Colonials fell to the Rams during
Saturday’s away game in New York City.

Monster Jam

Chinese New Year celebration

January – February
Monday
Film screening and
award presentation

30

D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray and SnagFilms
will screen the post-prison documentary
“Released to Life,” produced by GW’s
documentary institute.
Marvin Center Amphitheater • 1 to 2 p.m.

Tuesday

31

Men’s basketball versus Fordham

Wednesday

1

A discussion on U.S. leadership with
Department of State’s Jake Sullivan

Reflections from the former
president of Spain

The Key to Peace:
A conversation on Jerusalem

The Elliott School of International Affairs
will host State Department Director of
Policy Planning Jake Sullivan to discuss
U.S. leadership in the 21st century.
1957 E St., Room 602 • 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Former President of Spain José María Aznar will
reflect on his time as leader, discussing the 2004
Madrid terrorist attacks and his decision to deploy
troops to Iraq and Afghanistan. RSVP online.
1957 E St., City View Room • 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Students will discuss Jerusalem
with one of the world’s leading
experts, Israeli attorney and
author Daniel Seidemann.
GW Hillel, 2300 H St. • 6 to 7 p.m.
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SA senator seeks to reverse decision to cut gym hours
by ian redman
Hatchet Reporter
A student leader is pushing back against a new policy at the Lerner Health and
Wellness Center that cuts
late-night workout hours.
Complaints from students cropped up early this
semester after the gym began
kicking patrons out at 11:30
p.m., an hour and a half earlier than in past years.
While the gym’s official
11:30 closing time remains
the same, the previously lax
approach to clearing exercisers from the building has
been replaced this semester
with a firmer rule designed
to make the center ’s operations more efficient.
Now with a “hard-close”
at 11:30 p.m., all those working out or staffing the gym
will be required to leave.
Student
Association
Senator Josh Goldstein, UCCAS, plans to meet with
Associate Athletic Director
Andre Julien next week to

attempt to forge a compromise on the hours.
Goldstein said he hopes
“to make a solution that
works for everyone,” adding anecdotally that the 11
p.m. to midnight time frame
was popular for many students. He decided to take
on the issue after hearing
about 10 complaints from
students that the new hours
restricted their ability to fit
exercise into their school
and work schedules.
But a spokesperson
for the Athletics and Recreation Department said,
after a review of the building’s operations last fall,
staff learned that the gym
was infrequently used after
11:30 p.m.
Brian Sereno, executive
director for athletics communications, described the
review as an “ongoing assessment of our efficiencies.”
“To ensure peak efficiency and staffing during the
hours the center is used, we
decided to close operations

at 11:30 p.m.,” he said. “The
expenditures to operate the
facility as compared to the
relatively low number of
users after 11:30 p.m. does
not justify staying open any
later.”
Sereno declined to provide an estimate of how
much money would be
saved by stopping operations earlier in the evenings, but emphasized that
the new policy was geared
toward “efficiency of financial and human resources
– not strictly about saving
money.”
Sophomore and Lerner
Health and Wellness employee Nike John estimated
about 15 or 20 students per
night had utilized the facilities during the late-night
hours. John, who sometimes
works the closing shift at the
gym, said she turned away
upset students who didn’t
know about the change.
The gym at West Hall
will remain open 24 hours a
day by the end of January,

Mount Vernon Campus Life
announced last week in its
weekly newsletter. Students

can access the facility by
tapping a GWorld.
The gym – much small-

er than its Foggy Bottom
counterpart – opened last
fall. u

and programs is part of the
organization’s
“concerted
effort to not look or feel all
that different” to students.
The most visible change
can be seen in student life
operations, where different
parts of the CSE are now
more tightly connected than
before – a link that Miller
said facilitates stronger communication among formerly
distinct departments. The
CSE brings together staff
from across the Dean of
Freshmen Office, the Guide
to Personal Success program,
the Student Activities Center,
Mount Vernon Campus Life
and Housing Programs.
To support more programming, Student and Academic Support Services will
make its case for added financial support for the branches
it oversees, including CSE, at
February’s Board of Trustees
meeting, Robert Chernak, senior vice president and head
of SASS, said earlier this
month. Chernak declined
to comment on whether the
CSE’s current budget was
lower than operationally necessary but said “there have
been deficiencies in some of
our departments.”

Miller added that the
teams will face a challenge in
integrating the six principles
into their class-based services, because few colleges
across the country operate
under similar models. For every university consolidating
student resources, the team
found another school breaking them apart, he said.
“We couldn’t find this
model at many other places, so we’re breaking new
ground,” Miller said. “It’s
both good and scary.”
The CSE’s emphasis on
student transitions is one
example of a common goal
between class years. Miller
explained that freshmen,
study abroad students and
students entering the job
market all go through major adjustments in their lifestyles that require support.
The Third and Fourth
Year Experience team has
begun working with the
Office for Study Abroad to
further develop existing
activities to help students
segue back to campus, such
as welcome back events for
members of GW’s Focus on
Fall Abroad Community.
Vernon Williams, direc-

tor of the team, said last semester’s information gathering “helped us prioritize
and fine tune other areas”
and, based on the results,
the group will put an emphasis on service opportunities, career exploration and
graduate school preparation
as it continues its programming in the spring.
Alongside career services staff, Williams’ team hosted a gap-year event Jan. 26
for graduating seniors considering taking time off before entering the workforce.
The group is also planning
to hold graduate and professional education seminars
in conjunction with Kaplan
Test Prep this spring.
A major focus for the
CSE is bringing attention to
GW’s budding graduate student body, a population that
University President Steven Knapp has highlighted
throughout his tenure. From
2007 to 2010, the number
of students seeking graduate degrees has climbed by
about 4 percent.
Andrew Goretsky, director of the Graduate, Distance
and Professional Student Experience, said his department

will coordinate more social
programming, after learning
from graduate students on
Foggy Bottom and the Virginia Science and Technology
Campus that they lacked opportunities to meet students
outside of their school.
The team is also working
on a centralized website that
will function like a virtual
Colonial Central for off-campus students, offering virtual
office hours for students unable to meet in person.
“[Graduate,
distance
and professional] students
are coming from all over the
D.C. metro area and many
are taking classes virtually
from around the world,”
Goretsky said. “This will increase our accessibility and
ability to connect with the
GDP population.
The first year team, led
by Jeffrey Llewellyn, will
bolster
its
traditionally
strong support for freshmen by connecting students
to internship, research and
fellowship
opportunities
around campus with the
help of the Center for Undergraduate
Fellowships
and Research and the GW
Career Center. u

zach krahmer | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

The Lerner Health and Wellness Center has enforced a 'hard close' at 11:30 p.m. this semester, when the
gym must be cleared of exercisers and employees. In the past, students could work out as late as 1 a.m.

Student life leaders outline strategy for supporting class years
by delaney walsh
Hatchet Reporter
The University’s refashioned student life arm has
developed broad themes to
steer programming for its
four class-year-focused teams
over the next semester.
Since the launch of the
student services umbrella organization last fall, the Center for Student Engagement’s
four teams spent months
gauging the needs of their
specific populations – freshmen, sophomores, juniors
and seniors, and graduate
and off-campus students.
This spring, leaders in the
center will begin gradually
aligning each class year’s
services and programs into
six central goals that were
informed by a Universitywide research phase last fall
that included focus groups,
surveys and conversations
with students.
The themes, designed
to standardize CSE policies
across class years, are transitions, personal improvement, community building,
residential experience, extracurricular
engagement
and leadership develop-

hatchet file photo

Tim Miller

ment. This framework will
help the teams ensure they
are offering support to the
many areas of student development, the center’s director, Tim Miller, said.
“Everything from now
on will reflect these six
things,” Miller, who is also
the associate dean of students, said. “These are what
students need across every
single year.”
While he does not want
to drastically alter services
mid-year, Miller said the
gradual rollout of services
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"I learned something from the head coach in New England: 'Everybody's good.'"
–Mike Bozeman, women's basketball head coach, quoting Patriots head coach Bill
Belichick, in reference to the Colonials' loss at Dayton Saturday.
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Staff Editorial

Don't pass
up pass/
fail classes

Shit GW people say

Thumbs Up/
Thumbs Down

by Lisa Fischer

The Hatchet’s wrap up of
GW’s ups and downs.

T

here are few things
more frustrating in collegiate life than constructing your class
schedule.

GSPM's new director

The search for a new
director of the Graduate School of Political Management was
a year-long drama,
characterized by a
disillusioned
faculty
who sought involvement in the decision. Then-Dean of
the College of Professional Studies
Kathleen Burke had originally required that the director hold a terminal degree, a rule that also drew
complaints from faculty and led to
the rejection of some potentially
strong GSPM leaders. Overall, the
hiring process was one mired by
poor leadership that was allegedly
untrue to the essence of the school.
This saga has finally come to a
close with the hire of former Congressman Mark Kennedy, R-Minn.,
and we wish him well as the director of the prestigious and first-ofits kind school.

Columnist

Early bedtime for HelWell

It’s a new year, and we’re still
telling ourselves that
we’ll be hitting HelWell
often to finally get in
shape. But students,
who often juggle internships and student
organizations along with
classes, are busy during the
day, and they should still be able to
access the gym after hours. The fact
that Lerner Health and Wellness
Center will now close right at 11:30
p.m. is frustrating for our healthconcious contingent – particularly
when several other schools offer
24-hour access to their gyms.

UPD security in dorms

University Police
officers are now
stationed in some
upperclassman
residence halls at
night, a reassuring
new policy in light of
recent events of non-University affiliated people entering residence
halls by piggybacking. But this
policy remains inconsistent; often
UPD officers are nowhere to be
seen at night in a few of the residence halls. Indeed, placing UPD
officers every night in some of the
upperclassman residence halls is a
major undertaking, but it is worrisome that after launching this
initiative, the officers are still so
often missing from their stations.
The piggybacking incidents led to
some dangerous results – a man allegedly entered City Hall last year
and attempted to sexually assault
a female student – so this service
is clearly one that is necessary for
student safety. Hopefully the University will take measures to ensure more consistent coverage for
the officers in these halls.

Collegiate Readership
Program and Printing costs

The Student Association has provided
students with two excellent
cost-saving
services this semester: four weeks of
complimentary
New
York Times issues in the
Marvin Center and reduced-cost
printing – down from 9 cents to 7
cents – in Gelman and Eckles libraries. The Collegiate Readership
Program, which ended this year,
might not be revived in its full
form, but allowing students the
ability to pick up free copies of the
Times is an important service. Both
of these are major achievements for
the SA and demonstrate the power
of continued lobbying on behalf of
student concerns. Now we can really say that the SA gave students
their two cents.

The Super Bowl

It’s Super Bowl
Week, and we’re excited to spend Sunday watching football and consuming
massive amounts of
beer and pizza. But
the Boston and New York fans who
dominate campus are particularly
obnoxious this year, and we secretly
wish Tebow had gone all the way.
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Patrick Rochelle

Celebrate black history at GW

F

ew black people at GW
can avoid what I call
those ill-fated “black moments,” whether it’s a racially insensitive remark from a
peer or a missing GWorld.
See, I can still remember the
look of skepticism on my fellow
City Hall resident’s face as I tried
to explain to her I was a student
who lost his GWorld and needed
to get into his residence hall. She
thought I was just another person on the street auditioning for
a role in the newest crime alert.
Black people still face adversity that many Americans refuse to acknowledge, especially
within the echelons of academia.
At GW, racism is an ever-present
elephant in the room.
But students of all races
need to know that the black
community is one with pride.
And this February, the black
community will share that pride
and history with the greater
community through the annual
Black Heritage Celebration. This
year ’s theme, Bleeding Black,
speaks to that pride in the black
experience. These events are
not exclusive to black people,
and as members of this diverse
community, it is imperative that
all students take time from the

Samuel Collins
Columnist
quick pace of college life to attend at least one event. Despite
cultural differences within the
black community, our sense of
responsibility to our families
and the rest of the global black
community brings us together.
It’s hard to understand how
there is still a level of ignorance
that allowed a GW Patriot writer in 2008 to criticize the Student Association for allocating
funds to the Black Heritage Celebration or prompted the Young
America’s Foundation to hold
an anti-affirmative action bake
sale last spring.
These instances only prove
that the entire community has
work to do before GW is truly a
campus without hate. This generation of young and educated
black people has provided ample
opportunities for the student
body to create an honest forum
for discussion and sharing knowledge, especially in “Real Conversations,” an event series with
different topics often co-hosted
by the Student Activities Center

(now known as the Center for
Student Engagement) and black
organizations. Yet despite these
opportunities for dialogue, that
discussion has rarely involved
people who are not black, other
than members of the panel.

... as members of this
diverse community, it is
imperative all students
take time from the quick
pace of college life to
attend at least one
event.
All that can easily change this
February. No matter your racial or
ethnic background, celebrate black
history with GW’s black community. Immerse yourself in the
culture, and learn about a history
often overlooked. This is a critical
step in building a more progressive and truly inclusive campus.
–The writer, a master’s student
in the Trachtenberg School of Public
Policy and Public Administration, is
a Hatchet columnist.

A transformative year for the UCC

A new semester is under
way, and the dedicated staff at
the University Counseling Center wants students to know we
are deeply committed to their
well being, and we are here to
assist them 24 hours a day.
As you might know, we
recently engaged several students, faculty and staff on a
review committee focusing on
the UCC’s clinical services, outreach and prevention efforts and
operations. Early feedback from
committee members has been
extremely positive and productive, and it has strengthened
UCC ties across campus. These
developing and newly enhanced
partnerships will lead to an even
broader campus-wide approach
to mental health interventions,
education and prevention.
We have been taking steps
to make the UCC an even better
place for students. Thanks to the
feedback from committee mem-

Mark Levine
Op-Ed
bers over the last several weeks,
we have accomplished many
things, including re-designing
our lobby to be more welcoming and provide more privacy;
streamlining our outreach programming request process; designing a client assessment survey and updating our website to
facilitate student feedback.
In addition, we have organized a group-counseling program that makes for easier referrals and participation, recruited
and hired more staff to meet the
growing needs of the center and
increased the number of advisors for the Active Minds student organization. We have also
established a Twitter account,

@GWBeWell, to publicize health
and wellness information. Finally, we have designed an update
to our referral management system to better connect students
with community mental health
resources when necessary.
Additionally, we have been
taking steps – and will continue
to everyday – to make the UCC
an even better place for staff
members. We recently added a
new staff psychologist, Dr. Mai
Kindaichi, and we will have
two new staff members joining
our team in February. We are in
the early stages of our national
search for a new center director.
It is going to be a transformative year for us at the UCC,
and we are already off to a good
start. We look forward to sharing additional updates with you
throughout the semester.
–The writer is the senior
associate dean of students and the
UCC's interim director.

As I sat in my room this
holiday break, tweaking my
schedule for spring semester and scanning a long list of
open courses, I had a familiar
epiphany: There are a number
of economics and science classes that I would like to take but
won’t, as they might hurt my
GPA.
The truth is, the University’s current pass/fail policy
has students running scared
when it should be encouraging and inviting them to experiment academically. All too
often, students are given no incentives to take academic risks.
This should not be the case. As
a solution, the provost’s office
should encourage students to
take intellectual risks by expanding the current policy to
allow all students to take two
general curriculum requirements pass/fail.
As the policy currently
stands, many schools allow upperclassmen to take their electives pass/fail. But despite this
option, pass/fail is still not a
popular or integral part of the
university’s academic community or culture.
It should be.
While it makes sense that
the pass/fail policy be used for
electives, schools should extend this option to the general
curriculum requirements. Take
for example, a student in the
Columbian College who needs
to fulfill a science or math GCR.
Students might decide to take a
more challenging chemistry or
calculus course if they had reassurance that their hard work
would be evaluated on a pass/
fail basis.
Often a student’s undergraduate education feels like
a long list of requirements and
years devoted to bolstering
one’s GPA. But let’s not forget
that the real purpose of college
is to give students a chance to
obtain a broad based education.
One’s years as an undergraduate should be a time when students are encouraged to step
outside of their comfort zones
and take academic risks.
Of course, extending GW’s
pass/fail option would create opportunities for students
to slack off. With 10,000 undergraduates, some would
undoubtedly try to abuse the
system. To combat this problem, the University should insist that all students who elect
to take a GCR pass/fail gain
approval from their academic
advisors.
Providing students more
freedom to shape and cultivate
their own education will allow
them to take intellectual and
academic risks that they might
not have previously thought
possible. This kind of academic
personalization will give students the chance to capitalize
on the value of their college experience and to broaden their
undergraduate education.
As much as I’d like to take
an economics class, I won’t.
And that’s a shame.
–The writer, a junior
majoring in English, is a
Hatchet columnist.

Lowering the burden of an extra student fee

After several months of research, proposals and negotiations,
we in the Student Association are
proud to announce that printing
prices at both the Gelman and
Eckles libraries will be decreased.
Starting this week, you will see
prices drop to 7 cents per page.
This will save the student
body between $40,000 and

Ted Costigan
Op-Ed
$60,000 annually.
We were able to compromise
with Siggins to institute a fair
price for printing in our libraries,
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a cost that is now equal to what
GW Law School students pay to
print. We are appreciative of both
Siggins and Provost Steven Lerman’s continued support of this
critical concern of student body.
Our main goal in this initiative was to lower the burden of
extra fees on students. Tuition
alone is a substantial cost for fam-

ilies, and we are committed to reducing fees that aren't eligible for
financial aid. Printing is a practical requirement vital to academic
success, and we are satisfied that
this favorable adjustment creates
a fair deal for students.
–The writer is the executive
vice president of the
Student Association.
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Fed chairman to lecture undergrads
by Kelly Quinn
Hatchet Reporter
The application process
to gain entrance into a class
featuring four guest lectures
from Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke has yet to
be determined, a University
spokesperson said.
Thirty students will ultimately be allowed to enroll
in the GW School of Busi-

ness course, which will begin
March 20, University spokeswoman Jill Sankey said.
“It’d be hard to imagine
a more important time for
the Fed chairman to speak at
GW,” Arthur Wilmarth, executive director of the GW-based
think tank Center for Law,
Economics and Finance, said.
“We’ve gone through a major financial crisis that’s not
yet over. Students will benefit

greatly from hearing the insight on the role of the Fed.”
The lectures will be part
of a 1.5-credit undergraduate class dubbed “Reflections
of the Federal Reserve and its
Place in Today’s Economy,”
which will be taught over seven weeks by Timothy Fort, a
professor of business ethics.
Bernanke will deliver lectures March 20, 22, 27 and 29
about the history of the Federal Reserve – which oversees
the country’s money supply
and promotes stability in the
economy – and its role in the
2008 financial crisis. The lectures will be streamed live on
the Fed’s website.
Fort, who is also the business school’s interim associate
dean of undergraduate programs, said the school’s former dean Susan Phillips was
“the matchmaker” in bringing
the central bank leader to GW.
“[Bernanke had] apparently expressed an interest
in an academic setting where
he could explain how the
Fed works,” Fort said. “Dean
Phillips suggested that the
Fed staff contact me to see
if we could figure out something, and over a few weeks
of very constructive brainstorming we developed the
plan we have now.”
Phillips, who left the deanship in 2010, sat on the Federal
Reserve Board of Governors,
the Fed’s highest decision-making body, from 1991 to 1998.
A
Federal
Reserve
spokesperson, who was not
authorized to speak with media, deferred details about
the course to GW, but said
the move falls in line with
Bernanke’s past teaching experience as chair of Princeton

University’s economics department from 1996 to 2002.
Bernanke was appointed
as head of the Federal Reserve
in 2006 by President George W.
Bush and reappointed by President Barack Obama in 2010.
Bernanke’s public outreach has climbed in recent
years as he tries to push back
against critics who scrutinize
the Federal Reserve for a lack
of transparency. He took questions at the National Press
Club last February, and participated in a townhall with
military families in November,
but has yet to lecture at a university as chairman.
“There’s a great deal of
mystery that has surrounded
the Fed and its operation,” Wilmarth said. “With all the criticism that’s been leveled at the
Fed – whether they’ve done
too much or not enough in intervening to stabilize the markets – Bernanke has realized
the Fed has to be more interactive in the public sphere.”
After Bernanke teaches
the first four classes, other
speakers will delve deeper
into “issues pertaining to central banking and international
banking,” Fort said.
Senior Melanie Hoffman,
who is double majoring in
marketing and international
business and plans to apply
for the course, said its small
class size and subject matter
added to its appeal.
“If [Bernanke] wasn’t
teaching, I’d still consider
registering, but you don’t always have the opportunity
to learn something from the
expert,” Hoffman said. “The
prestige is attractive, but I already have an interest in that
field to begin with.” u

and a master of laws degree.
“The rationale for it is, if
you look at the key drivers for
America’s economic future,
clearly one of them is health
care,” Berman, who stepped
into the deanship in June, said.
“I want GW to be a major national player on the intersection between law and policy.”
The Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, championed by President Barack
Obama and derided by Republicans in Congress, has
faced legal criticism for its
individual mandate, which
requires people to pay a small
fine if they do not purchase
health insurance.
Students will need to know
the ins and outs of health laws,

Berman said, as the individual
mandate’s constitutionality is
challenged and health insurers face stricter oversight.
“What I’m focusing on is:
How are we going to design
the health care system? How
are we going to make sure
hospitals are funded? How is
Medicare going forth? What
happens with the affordable care act?” Berman said.
“Whether the act gets struck
down or not, more attention
will be paid to health care over
the coming years.”
Berman said the donor
for the program wanted to
remain anonymous and had
no prior affiliation to the University. Another $5 million to
$10 million will need to be

fundraised over the next 10
months to get the program
underway, he added.
Health law and policy professor Sara Rosenbaum and
law professor Sonia Suter will
help design the program.
“Such a program would
provide our students with
opportunities to meet and
work with practitioners and
policymakers in this area,”
Suter said. “Those kinds of
experiences would enrich the
classroom experience, expose
students to a wider range of
issues in this vast and growing area and enable them to
develop contacts during their
legal education that will be
invaluable when they look for
jobs upon graduation.” u

develop an online learning
tool for staff that will help
them to identify and respond to sexual harassment
and violence on campus.
Last academic year,
three students were found
guilty of sexual assault –
the most in three years.
“Sexual assault is the
most serious and common
crime that faces colleges
and universities across the
country,” Daniel Carter,
a consultant and expert
on campus security, said.
Many students who are
victims of sexual offenses
do not report the crime, he
said.
One in every six American women, 80 percent of
whom are under the age of
30, are victims of rape or
attempted rape, according
to statistics from the Rape,
Abuse and Incest National
Network.
A sexual assault task
force was created in fall
2010 to address the issue
of sexual crimes at the University. The resulting committee formed to craft the
new policy is comprised of
students, faculty, staff and
the University’s legal team.

According to the current
Code of Student Conduct,
sexual assault is defined as
“inflicting any sexual invasion (including but not limited to sexual intercourse)
upon any person...without
the person’s consent.”
The more comprehensive definition in the code
will encourage victims of
sexual assault to report the
crimes by making them
more aware of their exact
rights, but will not change
the sanctions perpetrators
face, Pereira said.
“Sexual assault is not
like any other assault,”
sophomore Jane Markowitz, executive vice president
of Students Against Sexual
Assault, said. “There’s
more to it than punching
someone in the face.”
In addition to amending the Guide to Student
Rights and Responsibilities, the University plans to
compile an online resource
center for simplified and
more visible information
about coping with and reporting sexual assault, as
well as procedures for victims, alleged perpetrators,
staff and faculty.

“Without the 'Dear Colleague' letter, colleges and
universities were sweeping these things under the
rug,” Pereira said.
Staff in Pereira’s office
compiled research of other
universities that recently
revamped their sexual assault policies, noting that
the guidelines of Skidmore
College and Iowa State
University will likely inform the comprehensive
stand-alone sexual assault
policy.
Though the new document will not be released
until next year, Pereira said
she has already formulated
an initial draft.
“The 'Dear Colleague'
letter is so all-encompassing of so many pieces
that there are 100 moving
parts,” Pereira said. “This
is legal compliance, so we
need to get this right.”
The policy comes as
Pereira also reevaluates the
University’s alcohol policy
and months after she overhauled Student Judicial
Services into two offices
that handle student behavioral offenses based on severity. u

between Supreme Court justices and judges from the European Court of Human Rights.
The European Court of
Human Rights, based in
Strasbourg, France, is the
judicial arm of the European Convention on Human
Rights and is not part of the
European Union.
British Prime Minister
David Cameron criticized the
court last week for overruling
cases that had been settled by
the court systems of individual
countries. The court can rule on
whether countries violated the
requirements of the 1953 European Convention of Human

Rights and has overturned national court decisions.
The judges and justices will
discuss freedom of expression
and issues related to territorial
jurisdiction of the courts.
The Supreme Court justices will come to campus
during a busy term for the
nation’s highest court, which
will hear cases in March on
the 2011 health care reform
law and Arizona’s controversial illegal immigration law.
The law school also saw
Justice Clarence Thomas coteach a constitutional law
seminar last semester, Justice
Antonin Scalia speak at a law

school symposium in November and will see Justice
Elena Kagan preside over the
Jacob Burns Van Vleck Constitutional Law Moot Court
Competition Thursday.
“That’s an amazing year –
almost every Supreme Court
Justice will have been on this
campus just this school year,
and I dare say that no other
school can make that claim,”
Berman said.
The school is setting up a
registration process to issue
student tickets but will have
limited seats available in the
Jacob Burns Moot Courtroom,
Karamanian said. u

proposal to offer voters a ballot initiative in November to
ban corporate contributions
to city political campaigns,
charging that Bowser’s camp
accepts funds from business
developers and he would not.
The alumnus earned an
endorsement from the GW
College Democrats, who organized an event to knock on
doors Saturday on his behalf.

The group’s communications
director Shiah Shahmohammadi, said the CDs have not
endorsed any other city candidates this year.
“We’ve made a decision
to focus solely on Max’s
campaign to maximize our
impact on that race,” Shahmohammadi said.
Skolnik, who said he was
humbled by the endorse-

ment, attributes his commitment to the community to
his growth at GW.
“I just learned so much
about who I was, and my
place in the world and what
I was excited about,” he
said. “My time at GW really kind of defined me in
a really profound way, and
in the process, I fell in love
with D.C. as well.” u

Courtesy of The Federal Reserve

Ben Bernanke, who has served as chairman of the Federal Reserve
since 2006, will give four lectures to an undergraduate business class in
March. Thirty students will be able to enroll after an application process.

Law school adds health care program
by Matthew Kwiecinski
Hatchet Staff Writer
The GW Law School will
launch a health law and policy
program this fall that looks to
address the future of the health
care industry, after receiving
a $1 million donation in November, the school’s dean announced Friday.
As the debate over the
2010 health care reform law
heads to the Supreme Court
in March, Dean Paul Schiff
Berman said the school
wants to ramp up its focus
on the area to keep up with
the demand for lawyers to
help shape health care. The
donation will go toward creating a juris doctor degree

POLICY
from p. 1
sexual violence, complies
with Title IX,” Vice Provost
for Diversity and Inclusion
Terri Harris Reed, who also
serves as Title IX coordinator, said. “However, in 2011
the Department of Education issued additional guidance on this subject, which
we are reviewing carefully
to determine what changes
and additions we might
productively make in our
policy.”
GW’s revised policy will
explicitly state the right of
complainants to be present
throughout the hearing, notified of the hearing’s outcome and appeal the ruling
if they choose.
“These things were already part of our process,
they just weren’t explained
well in our writing,” Pereira said.
Reed said her role in enhancing staff education and
training would create “an
environment that does not
tolerate incidents of sexual
assault.” She is working to

LAW
from p. 1
with legal scholars and lawyers,” Associate Dean for International and Comparative
Legal Studies Susan Karamanian said.
The meeting would highlight the law school’s growing
international human rights
program, which includes a law
clinic that brings cases to U.S.
and international courts.
Law school dean Paul
Schiff Berman said he believes
this is the first formal meeting

ALUMNUS
from p. 1
Skolnik said he “knew it was
going to be a battle” and is
running a “very smart campaign and a very professional
campaign.” Bowser has held
the council seat since 2007.
Skolnik backed a recent

hatchet file photo

President Barack Obama issued an executive order to trim visa processing
time, making U.S. colleges more accessible to foreign students.

Obama loosens
visa requirements
by Rachel Getzenberg
Hatchet Staff Writer
International
students
will face fewer barriers to
studying in the United States
because of a recent effort by
President Barack Obama to
simplify visa applications.
An executive order issued
Jan. 19 is designed to encourage
travel and tourism in the U.S.
and spark economic growth for
American businesses.
“Every year, tens of millions of tourists from all over
the world come and visit
America. And the more folks
who visit America, the more
Americans we get back to
work,” Obama said.
The changes – which aim
to cut backend waiting time
for visa applicants – mark the
easing of more stringent restrictions imposed on the student visa process after Sept.
11, 2001, director of GW’s
International Services Office
Greg Leonard said.
“The more multicultural
the GW student body, the better the University can prepare
its students to live and thrive
in an increasingly multicultural
world,” he said.
Universities
nationwide,
including GW, have ramped up
efforts in recent years to attract
more international students –
who generally pay full tuition
– while American students increasingly demonstrate higher
need for financial aid in the face
of the recession.
International student enrollment in the U.S. increased
5 percent to reach more than
723,000 students in the 2010 to
2011 academic year, according
to the most recent Open Doors
report by the Institute of International Education.
Foreign students still make
up less than 4 percent of all college enrollments – representing
a largely untapped market for

FEES
from p. 1
charges.
“If the whole community can see how much exactly
they’re being charged – services
are a big part of it – then it democratizes the process of advocacy,’ ” Richardson said.
University spokeswoman
Candace Smith said the board
considers factors suggested by
administrators when setting tuition, but declined to say what
those factors were.
In the four years of
Knapp’s tenure, tuition increases have been limited to 3
percent or less annually.
Members of the fee commission, which includes senators
and cabinet members, sought
out fees from GW Housing Programs, Student Health Services,
the Office of the Registrar, Student Technology Services, the
Office for Study Abroad and the
University Police Department.
The students encountered resistance, Costigan said, because
“some departments are reluctant to give us those numbers.”
Earlier this month, Costigan
said he asked the University’s
budget office whether certain
programs – like study abroad –
were designed to raise revenue
through fees instead of just covering costs. As of this week, he
hasn’t received a response.
Study abroad fees range
from $550 to $6,150, depending
on the program and its housing options. Other targeted fees

American universities.
“Streamlining our processes and procedures and making
them more user-friendly for
students and visitors will save
them time and money and encourage them to choose the
United States as their higher
education destination,” President and CEO of the Institute
of International Education Allan Goodman said.
The executive order tasked
the departments with interviewing 80 percent of non-immigrant visa applicants within
three weeks of submission, expediting the overall process.
Obama also charged the
Departments of State and
Homeland Security to expand
the Visa Waiver Program,
which allows travelers from 36
pre-approved countries, including the United Kingdom and
Japan, to enter the U.S. without
a visa for stays of fewer than 90
days. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton nominated Taiwan to
join the waiver program in
conjunction with Obama’s executive order, according to the
White House release.
Last semester, more than
2,500 international students
were enrolled in undergraduate
and graduate programs at the
University – a figure Leonard
said he hopes to see grow. International students represent
12 percent of GW’s total student
population, according to data
from The Office of Institutional
Research and Planning.
“In many programs, the
goal is to have an appropriate
balance of U.S. and international students to best prepare
all students to function professionally in an environment
that is increasingly global in
nature,” Leonard said.
This academic year, the
largest populations of international students at GW are from
China, South Korea and India,
internal data show. u
range from the $35 registration
fees for the off-campus programs to the $200 to $600 employers must pay for a table at
the Career Fair.
Senator and chair of the SA
Finance Committee John Bennett, U-At Large, called for GW
officials to consider footing the
bill for required University Police Department presence at student events with large crowds
or alcohol. Groups must pay
$160 per officer, but as Bennett
pointed out, “Individual student orgs are not the ones that
signed the contract with UPD.
They shouldn’t have to pay it.”
In a recent victory for lowering student costs, Costigan
negotiated a 22-percent reduction in printing fees for Gelman
and Eckles libraries in talks with
University Librarian Jack Siggins, delivering on one of his top
campaign goals. Students will
pay 7 cents, instead of 9 cents,
per page – a cost that matches
fees at the Himmelfarb Library
and Tompkins Hall – when the
deal is finalized this week.
Costigan said Knapp and
Provost Steven Lerman supported efforts to increase fee
transparency so that students
could receive financial aid for
additional charges, but the administrators brought up concerns about raising tuition.
Richardson acknowledged
that they would not find every
fee, but said they would update
the list as new fees and charges
arose, relying on students and
staff across the University to
“let us know when we miss
one.” u

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

Executive Vice President Ted Costigan, left, and SA President John
Richardson set out last May to eliminate or reduce fees for students.
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D

.C. is not short on shopping options, but second-hand stores offer
a welcome alternative to pricey Georgetown boutiques and Pentagon City Mall.
From designer Dupont finds to eclectic
Georgetown threads, the District offers
often hidden gems of clothing deals.

1516 Wisconsin Ave., NW

Secondhand Rose is a
quintessential consignment
store. With a well-stocked
room full of discounted
clothing and accessories, Secondhand Rose has eclectic
pieces at reasonable prices.
Down the hall, another room
features a mixture of vintage
and modern pieces with an
abundance of professional
clothing. Bargain seekers
may have to do some digging
to find their sizes, but you’re
likely to walk away with
classic pieces that can stay in
your wardrobe for years to
come. From a Victorian green
silk dress ($88) to Jimmy
Choo bright pink heels ($88)
to a Jill Stuart top ($58), Secondhand Rose has something
for every fashionista.

Second Time Around
3289 M St., NW

Located in the heart of Georgetown, Second Time Around
is part of a national upscale consignment chain that originated near Boston. If you’re on a budget, the store has plenty
of shopping steals, like an Ann Taylor Loft little black dress
($19) and a J.Crew silver cashmere sweater ($39). For those
looking for more upscale items, Second Time Around has an
abundance of designer products, like a white Ralph Lauren
sweater ($249). The store also has a large selection of evening
gowns and cocktail dresses for a special night out.

Sort-of-Vintage
Clothing

Located in the heart of Georgetown’s shopping district, Annie Creamcheese is the shoppers’ solution for designer labels, without designer
prices. From a 1980s blue floral Yves Saint Laurent dress ($209) to wear
to class, to a black leather skirt by Byblos ($72) for a night out, the store
features an impressive selection of products to match any girl’s taste. The
store is famous for its vintage and bohemian clothing – like a black and
gold sparkly dress from the '60s ($32) – but also contains many everyday
essentials, like a Derek Heart navy cardigan ($26).

As you browse through
the racks of clothes at
Sort-of-Vintage Clothing,
you’ll find vivid prints
and statement pieces, including floral jumpsuits
and long, multicolored
skirts. While there, I found
a navy Brooks Brothers
sweater ($45) and a United
Colors of Benetton forest
green pleated mini skirt
($30). Be prepared to stay
awhile at Sort-of-Vintage
Clothing, as you'll want to
spend time trying on the
store's unique pieces. The
store even carries more
upscale, formal products at great prices, like
an Adrianna Papell coral
tiered dress ($65).
TOP AND LEFT: shannon brown |
hatchet photographer
RIGHT: arva bossov |
hatchet photographer

FUEL PIZZA
1606 K St., NW

ashley lucas | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

FUEL Pizza, a new service-station-themed eatery near 16th and K streets, NW, offers hungry patrons
seasoned variations on wings and pizza, like the classic pepperoni slice.

Fueling up on a
new slice of pie

There’s a new District spot providing a
As someone not accustomed to eating
heavy dose of quality American food that wings, I was unsure as I followed Current’s
separates itself from all the other burger and suggestion to order nine Hot Honey BBQ
pizza joints because of its quality New York wings ($7.79). Despite my reservations, the
City-inspired dough.
honey provided the right amount of sweetness
As I walked into the newest addition to to counteract the heat. Wings come in a single
the FUEL Pizza chain at 1606 K St., I got the with nine wings, a double ($14.79) with 18 or a
feeling of a small-town diner where every- homerun ($34.79) with 45.
one knows each other – emphasized by the
The service-station-themed pizza shop
employees' banter both with one another and also offers salads including a spinach and bawith customers.
con option ($5.99) with carrots,
Describing the restaurant’s
tomatoes, red onion and bleu
environment as “up-beat – fast –
cheese, topped off with balsamic
Caylin Acosta
but casual and comfortable,” Zach
vinaigrette. Garlic knots are anCurrent, one of the restaurant’s
other doughy option, and are
three partners and manager at the
especially tasty when dipped in
new D.C. location, says that FUEL Pizza, which marinara sauce. Fuel offers three for $1.49, six
opened Jan. 18, exudes a “New York attitude.” for $2.89 and 13 for $4.99.
A combination full-service restaurant and fast
Current bid me adieu with an oh-so-casual
food joint, customers order at the front counter, fist bump (earning him and FUEL major points).
but have their food delivered by peppy servers.
When I asked him what he would like customBelieving that attention to detail is the ers to walk away thinking after dining at FUEL
mark of good pizza, Current guarantees hand- Pizza, he responded, “Let’s go back.”
stretched dough and sauce made daily with the
He took the words right out of my mouth. u
freshest, highest-quality ingredients.
I decided to go for a pepperoni slice ($2.99)
to see how well FUEL does a simple staple.
The crust was soft and perfectly doughy, accompanied by a savory sauce that was not
I got the feeling of a small-town
too spicy or bland.
diner where everyone knos
The diverse American menu offers pizza,
wings, salads and subs – enough variety to
each other – emphasized as the
keep a large group happy. FUEL also gives
customers the opportunity to make a custom
employees were bantering both
pizza with various crust, sauce, cheese, meat
and vegetable options.
with one another and with the
The restaurant's extensive wings menu is
one that should not be overlooked. Customers
customers.
can order traditional or boneless wings covered
in any one of 13 different sauces ranging from
mild buffalo to “#!^%@< HOT!”

Secondi

1702 Connecticut Ave., NW
Secondi is grouped into categories of pants, tops, sweaters, outerwear and dresses, and from there, it is further arranged by size and color. The tags provide the original date the product went on sale. From a J.Crew black and white speckled wool skirt
($38) to a Besty Johnson teal cocktail dress ($258), Secondi covers consignment clothing needs of women on any budget.

>>

>>

1728 Connecticut Ave., NW

3279 M St., NW

Black Cat
Wednesday, 8 p.m.
$15

Secondhand Rose

by amisha sisodiya | Hatchet Reporter

Annie Creamcheese
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GWMarketplace

www.gwmarketplace.com

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

Every Monday
Use your GWorld at these
locations or cut out the
appropriate coupon and
save on purchases from
area businesses.

JOBS

Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309

Sitters Wanted. $12+ per hour. Register
free for jobs near campus or home. www.
student-sitters.com

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com

NATIVE CHINESE SPEAKING MOTHER'S
HELPER SOUGHT
Seeking NATIVE CHINESE SPEAKING
mother's helper for two Shanghai resident
American children during summer vacation.
Great travel/housing provided. July - most
of August. Chinese tutoring and light
houseowork desired. For more information
call 202-302-5511.
Email sam.g.williamson@gmail.com

Online classified ads are

Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

available FREE to all GW students
and faculty.
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25
words, and $.30 per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online.
If you cannot access the internet, ads
may be placed via email, fax or in
person at our office. An extra fee may
apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard,
American Express and Discover, as well
as cash and check through our office.
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Sports Editor
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The number of points senior guard
Tiana Myers needs to score to reach
1,000 career points as a Colonial.

Mikic seeks to increase skill set under new system
by elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
NEW YORK – If you ask Nemanja Mikic,
he probably wouldn’t say that the best
part of his game against Fordham Saturday afternoon was the four three-pointers he drained.
They were sweet shots, carving
through the air, some passing through
the net without so much as brushing the
rim. But they left Mikic unimpressed.
If you asked Mikic, he probably
wouldn’t highlight any portion of his
game as being particularly outstanding, a
combination of his quiet, humble nature
and his remaining distaste for GW’s 63-58
loss to the Rams. Looking past the final
score and examining the forward's aggressive performance in the game, there
were signs of an increasingly heads-up
play the sophomore has been bringing to
the court this season – pointing to a rapidly developing skill set.
“I just pretty much try hard. Just become better, a better defensive player,” Mikic said. “Just a better player in general.”
Against Fordham, Mikic was dominant at the glass, pulling down a teamhigh seven boards, including six defensive rebounds that clearly point to the
time he and GW’s coaching staff have
spent working on developing his game.
Last season, Mikic averaged 2.7 rebounds
per game, a benchmark he's echoed this
season. His presence in the paint is tangible, highlighted by a more aggressive
nature that often sees the forward swiftly
applying heavy pressure as soon as his
opponent touches the ball.
Last season, Mikic was known as a
hot-handed three-point shooter, pacing
all Division I freshmen in three-point
shooting percentage. But as scouting reports caught up with him, he found himself increasingly limited from long range.
Mikic worked to develop a more varied
offensive attack, pushing himself to become a dangerous shooter from all areas
of the floor. This year, the demands of
a new system have pushed the forward
to focus instead on his defense, working
to fill the role envisioned by new head
coach Mike Lonergan.
Lonergan builds his teams around
the post. He emphasizes the importance
of being dominant on the glass to execute an offensive attack, and demands
his team shut down an opponent’s attack
with commanding control of defensive

rebounds. One of the most important
statistics in a game, Lonergan believes,
is the other team's shooting percentage
– a statistic GW can limit by flexing its
muscles on defensive boards.
Faced with a new coaching style, the
Colonials have struggled to implement
Lonergan's defense-first method, highlighted by a seven-game slide in December and four straight A-10 road losses.
Sitting in Fordham’s press room after
dropping yet another game away from
the Smith Center, Lonergan was frustrated by his team’s performance, but he
identified Mikic's play as a bright spot.
The forward's defensive growth is exactly what Lonergan wants to see from the
rest of his team.
“I’m also looking with Nemanja and
guys to the future, and Nemanja’s the
one guy that’s showing improvement. I
mean the last eight games, I’d say he’s
really become a pretty good defender,
when a few months ago he was probably our worst defender,” Lonergan said.
“And he’s started to score, which is nice,
because we need his scoring.”
Mikic’s scoring is still perhaps the
most visible part of his game, his reputation preceding him to the court. Saturday's game marked his third-straight
in double-digits, and Mikic said he's
focused on furthering his skills at both
ends of the court. Mikic wants to be a
true threat on the court striving, he said,
“to be a better basketball player.” As his
performance improves, Mikic takes the
court with a greater confidence, using
pump-fakes and pick-and-rolls to beat
defenders, and setting up chances for his
teammates with increasing ease.
“Nemanja’s at that level, but we have to
get everybody back,” Lonergan said. “We
have to get everybody to a higher level.”
Late in the first half against Fordham,
Mikic zipped a hard pass to junior forward Dwayne Smith, who spun, dribbled
and drove in for a layup. It was a play
crafted by Mikic, who glimpsed an opening and set his teammate up to score.
It was an unselfish move from a player
exhibiting an eye for the game. And if you
ask Mikic, that was probably one of the best
parts of his play Saturday afternoon. u
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Sophomore forward Nemanja Mikic sinks a
three-point shot during GW's game at Fordham
Saturday, part of an impressive performance that
saw him net 12 points and pull down seven boards.

men's basketball | Fordham 63, Gw 58

women's basketball | dayton 74, Gw 56

Colonials' late rally falls short against Rams
by elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
NEW YORK – As his shot ricocheted
into a scramble for the rebound, senior
guard Tony Taylor sank to the floor.
Just seconds before, Taylor had
pulled up for a crucial open three,
releasing an arching ball without
tearing his eyes away from the net.
The shot clanged off the rim, and
with four seconds left, Taylor knew
the game was over.
He dropped to a crouch, head
in his hands, getting back up only to
bend over again. It was a gut-wrenching miss, the kind that forces the bottom to drop out of a player’s stomach.
Junior guard Lasan Kromah walked
across the court, pulling his captain
back to his feet with a steadying hand
on Taylor's shoulder.
“Coach drew up a great play,
gave me the ball and I just thought
I was going to make it,” Taylor said.
“It just hurt me a lot. I just missed the
shot that could have tied the game
up and gone to overtime.”
Taylor’s shot was the final salvo in
a rally that started after a media timeout with just under six minutes to play.
Down seven, the Colonials (8-13) returned to the court to embark on a 7-0
run, tying the game at 51 off junior forward Dwayne Smith’s driving layup.
“I think we just realized that there
was five, six minutes left and we have
to bring our best effort and play as hard
as we can and try to get a run,” sophomore forward Nemanja Mikic said.
The teams traded baskets, tying
once more at 53 and then again at 55.
But a slew of late fouls sent Fordham
to the line for valuable points, and the
Colonials were stuffed on their last
chances of the game.
When the buzzer sounded on the
five-point defeat, GW exited the court
dropping its fourth straight A-10 road
game, yet to win a league match away
from the Smith Center this season.
“I thought we were going to be a little better in the first half. I didn’t expect
to be down, chasing them the whole
game,” head coach Mike Lonergan said.
“They did a good job. We battled all the
way back. It takes a lot of energy to take
the lead, and then they come right back
down and just drive on us and get a
three-point play out of it.”
There were pockets of strong defense from the Colonials Saturday afternoon, highlighted by an aggressive
man-to-man effort that GW switched
into after starting the day in a fullcourt press. On a few possessions,
junior guard Bryan Bynes forced his
man to backtrack to the halfcourt
mark. On others, the Rams couldn’t
get around the Colonials for open
looks and were forced to hand the ball
over as the shot clock sounded.
GW’s pressure translated into
sloppy play from Fordham, who
turned it over 21 times and allowed
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the Colonials to snag 10 steals on the
day. GW converted those turnovers
into 33 points, but it wasn’t enough to
cement a victory.
“We’ve got to get other guys to understand that defense and rebounding
are really what is going to win games.
And effort. And we gave effort today,
we’ve just got to put the ball in the
basket, too. I’m disappointed for Tony,
because he’s from here, and he played
today,” Lonergan said. “I’m his biggest
critic at times. He’s our best player – he
should be one of the best players in
the league – but today he played. And
that’s what you’re supposed to do.”
It was another game where lackluster shooting doomed the Colonials, who shot just 33.3 percent from
the floor on the game. The team had
slightly better luck from beyond the
arc – shooting 45 percent from the perimeter, but stepping outside the arc
alone couldn’t make up for 19-of-57
shooting, a continuation of GW’s tendencies to go cold on the road.
Playing his last collegiate game in
his home state, Taylor was the team’s
most successful shooter, adding 17
points and dishing out seven assists.
His offensive dominance was so clear,
Lonergan said, that the game plan became one the Colonials are familiar
with: Get it to Taylor.
“At halftime, he had two shots. I
thought he played very well, he had
a couple assists. And truthfully, he
would have had more assists, guys
dropping balls, missing layups. I look,
somebody’s 0-for-5, somebody’s 2-for7, you know, you’ve got to be selfish.
He looked like he had it today,” Lonergan said. “I said, ‘You’ve got to take at
least 10 shots in the second half.’ ”
Taylor wasn’t the only Colonial to

hit double-digits: Kromah put up 13
points, pulling down four boards, and
Mikic netted 12, sinking four threepointers that were crucial to keeping
GW in the game. More telling for Lonergan, though, was Mikic’s team-high
seven rebounds. Though a sign of the
forward’s defensive improvement, the
head coach allowed, it also spoke to
the Rams’ dominance in the post.
Rebounding is the cornerstone of
Lonergan’s game plan, and when the
team is successful, its players trace victories back to one key aspect: beating
an opponent on the boards. But it was
Fordham who exerted its might under
the net Saturday, besting the Colonials
in rebounds 44-24. The Rams tightly
controlled the low post and kept GW
to just 20 points in the paint, holding
the team to six in the first half.
“Missing layups and getting killed
on the boards is really the story of the
game,” Lonergan said. “I don’t know,
we just have to get tougher as a team,
especially on the road. But it’s really
hard to even stay in a game when
you’re not battling in there. That’s the
whole game.”
Though the furious rally put
forth late by the Colonials kept the
score close, the Rams’ shooting was
far and above that of GW, posting a
46.8 shooting percentage on the game.
When it came down to the wire, Lonergan said, Fordham just played harder. His team didn’t hold a lead until
the final minutes of the game, and it
scored just five points off the bench
over 40 minutes of play.
It was a game that could have
vaulted the Colonials to the top of the
A-10 standings, but instead they left
with a narrow defeat that visibly deflated the team as it exited the court.
“I feel terrible,” Taylor said. “You
know, we lost. That was my only goal
of the game, to get a win in front of the
home crowd. And we just came up
short today.” u

francis rivera | assistant photo editor

Senior guard Tony Taylor crouches down after missing a three-point attempt in the
final seconds of the game as junior guard Lasan Kromah walks to comfort him.
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Senior guard Tiana Myers charges around Dayton defenders Saturday afternoon.
Myers scored 12 points on the loss – one of only six players to suit up for GW.

GW struggles to overcome
depleted bench vs. Flyers
by noah cohen
Hatchet Staff Writer
Head coach Mike Bozeman is
known for his candid quotes. It was
ironic, then, that he chose to borrow
a phrase from arguably one of the
least quotable figures in sports to
describe the challenges his team
faces with its depleted roster.
“I learned something from the
head coach in New England: ‘Everybody’s good,’ ” Bozeman said with
a chuckle, referring to Patriots head
coach Bill Belichick.
Bozeman’s teams have struggled with injuries for the past
three seasons, as one-by-one his
players were forced to the sidelines in their warm-up gear by a
series of ailments that are classified as freak coincidences at best.
The Colonials were able to dress
only six players for Saturday’s game
against Dayton, the same number
that took the court against Saint Louis Wednesday. But unlike the gutsy
win over the Billikens, the Colonials
(10-11) couldn’t grab a victory over
the Flyers, falling 74-56 Saturday afternoon at the Smith Center.
GW fell behind early in the game,
trailing 16-4 just over six minutes
into the contest. The team couldn’t
recover from the early hole, working
all game to overcome its slow start.
“I think the energy was fine. The
execution and how we started off
from the beginning of the game,” junior point guard Danni Jackson said.
“We just dug ourselves deep, and we
couldn’t get out of it.”
Usually the team’s offensive
firepower, Jackson struggled from
the field Saturday, shooting just
3-for-18. She finished the game
with nine points, seven rebounds
and five assists, but with the bench
down to one player, the junior’s

most impressive stat was her 40
minutes of playing time.
That high amount of playing time isn’t ideal, and Bozeman
knows his team needs to capitalize
on the minutes in the game when
players are the most rested. Learning to build on those crucial moments, he said, is key in adjusting
to the depleted roster.
“What we were talking about in
the locker room after the game was
the start of the game and the start
of both halves,” Bozeman said. “We
have to get better in those five-minute spurts in order for us to stay or to
capitalize on our quickness and our
abilities against these teams.”
The Colonials were outscored by
12 in the paint and bested by 12 on
the boards. GW had no answer for
Dayton’s dominant presence under
the net, particularly guard Andrea
Hoover, who dropped 22 points and
grabbed eight rebounds for the Flyers, pushing Dayton to its 44.3-percent shooting from the field.
Senior forward/guard Tara
Booker lead the team in points, netting 13, and in rebounds, pulling
down nine. Junior forward Megan
Nipe and senior guard Tiana Myers
each added 12 points – Myers falling one point shy of reaching the
1,000-point mark for her career, and
freshman guard Chakecia Miller
added 10 points of her own. The Colonials closed the day shooting 31.3
percent, unable to capitalize on 19
Dayton turnovers.
The Colonials next head to St.
Bonaventure Feb. 4, with tip set for 1
p.m., and the team isn’t ready to give
up quite yet, Jackson said.
“I think we need to just keep
going to the hot hand. We have a
lot of shooters on the team, especially with these six, everyone can
score,” Jackson said.u
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