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A second candidate joined the 
race for Student Association president 
Monday, casting himself in the role of 
the perennial outsider who will bring 
fresh perspectives to the organiza-
tion’s highest post. 

Junior Will Thompson said his lack 
of prior involvement with the SA would 
help – not hinder – his leadership and 
lobbying abilities as president. 

“I don’t have experience in the 
SA, but I feel like I’m fresh and have 
new ideas. I definitely think that the 
ideas I have are doable and substan-
tial,” he said.

If elected, he would create an alum-
ni networking website that would func-
tion like GWork to connect students 
with successful graduates in their fields. 
He believes that creating strong per-
sonal ties between alumni and students 
would also bolster graduates' financial 
support of the University.  Thompson 
joked “people love to talk about them-
selves and what they do,” and said GW 
wouldn’t have trouble finding former 
students to get involved.

He also pointed out that there are 
few research fellowships available for 
undergraduates. He said he would 
lobby deans and other University ad-
ministrators to expand opportunities 
for students outside classes, but could 
not specifically outline his plan.

“GW students have the desire and 
ideas to produce high quality research 
– they just need the funds,” Thompson, 
an international affairs major, said.

He has also committed to lower-
ing the financial burden of textbooks, 

'Outsider' vies for top SA seat

Delaney Walsh | hatchet PhOtOGRaPheR
Will Thompson lacks experience with the Student Association, but the presidential 
candidate thinks his fresh ideas will help him if elected as students' top lobbier.

CéCIle SChIlIS-GalleGo | hatChet PhotoGRaPheR
First-year law student Carly Sessions, center, along with other members of the Student 
Bar Association, prepares meals for a refugee camp in Kenya in Lisner Hall Saturday.

SA seeks new policies 
for graduate students

The Student Association’s finance 
committee is tackling concerns from 
graduate student groups who claim 
they were shortchanged by a new 
policy implemented this fall.

Student Association Finance 
Committee chair John Bennett, U-At 
Large, is working to mitigate a rule 
change that combined funding pools 
for graduate and undergraduate ac-
tivities, forcing graduate students to 
compete more broadly for funding 
and to pay for programming they say 
doesn’t benefit them.

In past years, the University's 
largest graduate organizations were 
automatically given 100 percent 
of their student fee contributions – 
which charges students of all levels 
$1.50 per credit hour with a 50-cent 
match from the University – and the 
fund was split among several hun-
dred groups with limited oversight 
from the Student Association. 

This year, their funding was left 
entirely to the discretion of the fi-
nance committee.

The policy dividing money raised 
by graduates and undergraduates 

Prescription pills don’t come cheap 
on the black market. In three months, 
Tim Rabolt burned through $10,000. 

His addiction to prescription pills 
and illicit drugs dominated his life 
– until last year when he made the 
choice to stop. 

Rabolt, now a freshman in the GW 
School of Business, is a student in re-
covery. He is not alone. 

Breton Novelli, a senior, started 
drinking when he was 13 years old. 
Since high school, he has tried opi-
ates, heroin, cocaine, crack-cocaine 

and methamphetamine. 
Both are among a group of about 

18 students in recovery who have ap-
proached Assistant Dean of Students 
Tara Pereira about their battles with 
addiction, looking for support. 

“It’s a population that I started be-
ing increasingly concerned about, be-
cause they’re coming here in recovery, 
and it’s like going from the frying pan 
to the fire,” Pereira said.

Thursday evening, for the first 
time, Pereira, who oversees the Uni-
versity’s behavioral and substance 
abuse prevention offices, will gather 
recovering students, with the hopes of 
developing a type of support network 

that has never existed at GW.
Pereira plans to use their feedback 

to begin regular on-campus meetings 
for addicts and to form a recovering 
student organization. She is also work-
ing with Housing Programs to des-
ignate clusters of rooms in residence 
halls for recovering addicts – a more 
stringent extension of GW’s existing 
sober living agreements.

A normal day
When he switched to a new high 

school in 2007, Rabolt joined the wres-
tling, baseball and football teams to 
make friends. When he still felt ex-
cluded, he gravitated toward a group 

of older kids who drank and smoked. 
He found himself using mari-

juana regularly. 
“I felt like I needed to have some-

thing in me to go out and dance, or go 
to a sports event or to have fun,” Rabolt 
said, adding that he believes he was 
born with an addictive personality. 

Rabolt began buying prescription 
drugs – mostly performance enhanc-
ers like Adderall – during his junior 
year of high school, using money he 
earned as a busboy at a restaurant near 
his Delaware home. 

“People think, because they’re pre-
scribed by a doctor, that they’re totally 
okay,” he said. “[Adderall abuse has] 

become a pandemic, because it just 
seems like it’s totally okay to do.”

Rabolt would lay out lines of 
crushed OxyContin – a prescription 
opiate meant to relieve severe pain 
– on his desk before bed so that it 
would be ready when he woke up 
in the morning.

“I needed the first fix just to feel 
normal,” he said. 

The windows of his car were tint-
ed, shielding him as he'd do another 
line in the high school parking lot. Af-
ter daydreaming during his first class, 
he’d make excuses to get back to his 

Unionized University Police offi-
cers will finish voting Monday evening 
to determine if members approve of a 
proposed contract with GW or if the 
roughly 85-member force will picket 
for the first time in its history.

The University’s contract with the 
International Union, Security, Police, 
Fire Professionals of America expired 
Dec. 31, and renewal negotiations 
over the past month have been tense, 
leading to a “bad deal,” Darrin Carter, 

president of the Local 294 branch of the 
union that the officers fall under, said.

The agreement hammered out 
in talks Thursday and Friday set-
tled on a 3-percent wage increase 
for the first year of a three-year con-
tract, but it opens up pay negotia-
tions for later years – according to 
a proposal obtained by The Hatchet 
– likely bringing union representa-
tives and the University back to the 
bargaining table in a year. 

Voting on the contract began Sat-
urday, Carter said, and will conclude 
Monday evening. Of the officers he 

has spoken with, Carter said 80 per-
cent dislike the deal, though he does 
not yet know which votes they placed 
in the ballot box.

The plan to picket if the deal 
does not receive a majority vote is 
not a bluff, Carter said, adding that 
the officers do not wish to strike and 
would hold the protests to share 
their message with the community 
and University leadership. 

In the event that more than half 
of the officers in the union reject the 
proposal, officers would continue 
working their scheduled shifts but still 

participate in the informational picket-
ing while off duty, passing out litera-
ture and forming a line outside UPD’s 
headquarters at the Woodhull House.

Guy Thomas, one of the union’s 
national directors, said officers have 
been given copies of the agreement 
and debriefed on its terms, and the 
next step is to wait for the voting 
period to close. 

“We’re letting each individual of-
ficer make their own individual deci-
sion,” Thomas said. “You can never 
predict these.”

University spokeswoman Michelle 

Sherrard declined to speculate on 
whether officers will accept the agree-
ment or the potential for picketing. 

“Both sides reached agreement Fri-
day evening after an extended period 
of good-faith negotiations,” a Univer-
sity statement provided by the Office 
of Media Relations read. 

Wages are not locked down for 
second and third years of the proposed 
contract, and if the agreement passed, 
the union would reopen talks after the 
first year’s fixed 3-percent pay increase 

UPD union to vote on contract agreement with University

University reaches out to recovering student addicts
left: fRanCIS RIVeRa | aSSIStant Photo edItoR, RIGht: MIChelle RattInGeR | SenIoR Photo edItoR

Senior Breton Novelli, left, has been sober for more than a year after struggling with substance abuse. Freshman Tim Rabolt, right, picked up yoga a few months ago, saying the practice helps add balance to his life.
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With help of administrator, more than a dozen students in recovery gather to form support network
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Study: Streetcars to add 
jobs, cut rider costs

IN BrIef
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former U.S. Principal Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense 
discusses nuclear policy
Attend ‘The Next Step for Arms Control’ event 
where security expert Jan Lodal will discuss 
his recent article in ‘Survival.’ 
1957 E St., Room 602 • 9 to 10:30 a.m.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
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aUDIO SlIDeShOw
Moot Court competition

GW Law students argued a case before 
Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan.

VIDeO
Ames Hall grand re-opening

The Mount Vernon Campus celebrated 
upgrades to its newest academic building.

VIDeO
Bokamoso

South African youth performed traditional 
dances Friday in the Marvin Center.

feBrUary

CeCIle SChIlIS-GalleGO | hatChet PhOtOGraPher 
Members of the U.S. Park Police, dressed in riot gear, secure the perimeter of McPherson Square, dismantling tents and signs as the ousted 
Occupy protesters watch from behind barricades Friday. The police, several of whom arrived on horseback, began the eviction at around 5:30 a.m. 
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The city’s planned streetcar system may 
cut residents’ transportation costs and draw 
in thousands of new jobs over the next de-
cade, a study released Jan. 26 by the D.C. Of-
fice of Planning found.

The review sought to “ensure that the 
city and its residents gain the greatest pos-
sible benefits from the new system, and 
that the overarching vision and goals for 
the District are furthered by the new sys-
tem,” according to the study.

The $1.5 billion network that will span 
the city’s eight wards could funnel in up to 
7,700 jobs, add up to $8 billion in real estate 
development and improve public health.

Early planning efforts for the streetcar 
project – designed to give residents more 
transportation options – began in 1997 with a 
District Department of Transportation public 
transit strategy study. 

The 37-mile system’s first stretch, down 
H Street and Benning Road in Northeast D.C., 
is slated to open in the summer of 2013 – after 
originally being projected for this spring.

“In fact, the scale of the District’s pro-
posed system and the history of many of the 
city’s main commercial corridors and neigh-
borhoods, which grew up around an earlier 
streetcar network, may actually help the Dis-
trict realize greater benefits from a streetcar 
system than some of these counterpart cit-
ies,” the study reads.

D.C. was home to a 200-mile streetcar 
network until 1962, when the city ended the 
service in favor of buses.

Along with alleviating congestion in cur-
rent public transportation options, the cars 
would improve access for more than 100,000 
city residents who do not own vehicles.

“The streetcar will link certain segments 
of neighborhoods that don’t have access to 
the Metro,” DDOT spokeswoman Monica 
Hernandez said. 

Rides will cost $1 – a cheaper trip com-
pared to Metro fare, which begins at $1.95, 
or $1.60 with a SmarTrip. The closest street-
car stops to campus would be on K Street 
and in Georgetown. 

While buses are cheaper to implement, 
the study notes, streetcars could generate less 
noise with “superior ride quality” than rail 
lines that accelerate and decelerate quickly.

–Brianna Gurciullo

traces of the trade: 
a Story from the Deep North 
Watch the screening of an Emmy-
nominated documentary that follows 
the filmmaker’s ancestors – the largest 
slave-trading family in U.S. history. 
Funger Hall, Room 103 • 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Martha’s Marathon auction
The annual housing auction includes options 
from Ivory Tower to The Dakota, as well 
as raffles for luxury hotels and signed 
sports merchandise. Tickets will be 
on sale all week. 
Marvin Center, Columbian Square • 9 p.m.

Carbon Democracy:  
Political Power in the age of Oil
Listen as Columbia University professor 
Timothy Mitchell showcases his new 
book on oil dependence.
1957 E St., Room 602 
• 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

86 7COrreCtION
In “Alumnus sets sights on Nevada 

congressional seat,” (p. 3, Feb. 2, 2012) The 
Hatchet incorrectly reported that Chris Ed-
wards was recalled to active duty in Iraq in 
2003 and planned a military base in the Horn 
of Africa. In fact, he was recalled to Bahrain 
and spent time at a base in the Middle East.



The GW haTcheT News February 6, 2012 w Page 3

The University's overall 
applications for the Class of 
2016 increased only slightly 
this year, preliminary data 
released Friday showed.

GW reported 21,600 total 
applications, compared to last 
year’s final count of 21,497, 
continuing a trend of plateau-
ing that began in 2009 and has 
reverberated this year at some 
colleges nationwide.

In a year when market 
basket schools have seen 
varying degrees of growth, 
the University’s 0.5-percent 
climb in admissions statistics 
fell in the middle of the pack.

Syracuse University’s 
numbers were the clos-
est match to GW’s, holding 
steady to last year’s figures, 
while Northwestern and Bos-
ton Universities saw moder-
ate increases. 

Princeton University saw 
its first decrease in applicants 
in eight years.

Scott Jaschik, editor and 
co-founder of the website 
Inside Higher Ed, said GW’s 
minimal growth was not a 
cause for alarm.

“If you look at the gen-
eral trends at most colleges, 
the general trend is going 
up over a period of years. So 
when you have a year where 
it’s essentially flat – which is 
this year – that’s just what 
happens,” Jaschik said.

Associate Vice President 
and Dean of Undergraduate 
Admissions Kathryn Napper 

said she expects these pre-
liminary numbers to fluctu-
ate only slightly as her office 
continues to process applica-
tions. About three-fourths of 
the places in the anticipated 
2,350-member incoming class 
remain open after Early Deci-
sion I binding acceptances. 

A range of factors could 
have played a role in GW’s 
tapering application growth, 
Napper said, citing the stag-
nant economy and dwindling 
high school graduation rates 
in key feeder states like New 
York and California. 

The end of the "baby 
boom echo," or children of 
the baby boomer generation 
born between 1982 and 1995, 
will contribute to the leveling 
off of college applications na-
tionwide. 

“People are just thinking 
more about the college deci-
sion and the college choice. 
They are putting more 
thought into the process of 
where they should apply,” 
Napper said.

Public universities are at-
tracting interest as a low-cost 
alternative to private colleg-
es, and GW's $75 application 
fee may have deterred less 
committed students from ap-
plying, Napper said.

GW’s rising selectivity – 
demonstrated by an admis-
sions rate that has dropped 
by more than 15 percentage 
points in the past decade – 
also deters applicants who 
no longer believe they will be 
admitted to the University, 
Napper said. u

Stef Gray, like many re-
cent graduates, is struggling 
to repay her college loans.

Gray, who took out fed-
eral student loans through 
lender corporation Sallie 
Mae while attending Hunter 
College in New York, had 
trouble finding a job after 

graduating last May and has 
since been paying the price. 

Sallie Mae charged Gray 
$150 every three months on 
federal loans, as it does for all 
unemployed students who 
are in forbearance, or taking 
a formal break from repay-
ment. The fee was not count-
ed toward paying down the 
balance of her loans.

Angered by the extra fee, 

Gray created a petition on 
Change.org, a social activ-
ism site, entitled, “Calling on 
Sallie Mae CEO Albert Lord 
to stop charging forbearance 
fees to unemployed students 
wishing to avoid default.” 
Her appeal was answered 
last week when the lending 
body said the charge will 
now work as a credit toward 
the loan payment due. 

Sallie Mae is the largest 
secondary market for stu-
dent loans in the country, 
meaning the company buys 
loans from original lend-
ers, like banks, which can 
use the capital from those 
transactions to offer loans 
to other borrowers. Sallie 
Mae had a total loan portfo-
lio of $35.8 billion last July, 
according to the Washing-
ton Business Journal. 

Associate Vice President 
for Student Financial As-
sistance Dan Small said it 
would not be uncommon for 
GW’s undergraduate stu-
dents to take out loans with 
Sallie Mae, but he declined to 
estimate how many students 
use the company. 

In the 2009 to 2010 aca-
demic year, GW students 
took out $31 million in stu-
dent loans with various 
companies, while their par-
ents signed for an additional 
$23 million in loans, accord-
ing to internal data. 

Gray amassed about 
$40,000 in debt with the finan-
cial company, which topped 
$65,000 in total expenses after 
interest payments.

The petition garnered 
more than 111,000 signa-
tures since November, and 
Feb. 2, Gray presented the 
signatures to Sallie Mae at 
its D.C. office.

“All I want is for Sallie 
Mae to offer the same provi-
sions for its private student 
loan debtors as it does free 
of charge for its federal stu-
dent loan debtors, and so do 
the 76,000 people standing 
with me who have signed 
my petition on Change.org,” 
Gray said in a speech before 
presenting the signatures to 
Sallie Mae. 

Shortly after receiving 
the petition, Sallie Mae an-
nounced the same day that it 

would revoke the fee, which 
the company’s spokeswoman 
Patricia Christel previously 
told The Hatchet was a “good 
faith deposit.” 

Gray criticized the finan-
cial company for calling the 
charge a "deposit."

“When you put down a 
deposit for something, that 
means that the money is go-
ing to come back to you. Like 
a deposit on your apartment 

– provided you don’t set your 
apartment on fire – it will 
come back to you. This is not 
a deposit,” she said.

In response to the petition, 
Sallie Mae will now credit the 
customer’s balance for the 
fees after resuming regular 
payments. Refunding the fee 
will begin retroactively, so the 
new policy will be applied to 
anyone who has incurred the 
fee since Jan. 1.

But Gray told the As-
sociated Press Friday that 
she was unsatisfied with the 
new credit policy and that 
she wants Sallie Mae to drop 
the charge altogether. She 
did not return requests for 
comment after Sallie Mae 
announced the new policy.

She hopes that her pe-
tition can start to change 
the national dialogue about 
student debt.

“Right now, the national 
dialogue focuses on blaming 
the victims for the student 
debt crisis,” Gray said. “The 
focus needs to be on the lend-
ers themselves and the laws 
that they shaped and the lack 
of consumer protection.” u

Unemployed and in debt, graduates demand fee relief

samuel kleiN | hatchet PhOtOGRaPheR 
Stef Gray, 23, greets reporters outside the office of lender Sallie Mae at 
701 Pennsylvania Ave. while delivering a petition against forbearance fees.

by maRy-elleN mciNtiRe
Hatchet Reporter

"All I want is for Sallie 
Mae to offer the same 

provisions for its 
private student loan 

debtors as it does free 
of charge for its federal 
student loan debtors..." 

Stef gray
Activist

GW sees stable  
application levels 
by kieRRaN PeteRseN
Hatchet Reporter
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It’s hard to avoid the chatter 
about student fees these days. 

Between daily com-
plaints from students about 

paying out-of-pocket costs, to 
the Student Association’s effort 
to bring the issue to the Board 
of Trustees, the issue is gaining 
prominence on campus. 

Some, like SA Executive Vice 
President Ted Costigan, believe 
that certain fees amount to a 
higher cost than the cost of the 
service it covers, such as the 
former 9 cent printing fee or 
the still-in-place $550 to $6,150 
study abroad fee. 

Making the community pay 
so many of these extra charges 
reduces student satisfaction for 
the University and damages its 
image. And while there is no 
easy solution to the fee issue, 
the University should make the 
distribution of fees more trans-
parent, and begin to find a long-
term solution for covering the 
cost of these charges.  

Extra fees cause anger and 
frustration for many, as stu-
dents and families often com-
plain of being nickel-and-dimed 
throughout their time at GW. It 
can be exasperating that these 
fees come in addition to one of 
the most expensive tuition costs 
in the country. 

But what is the University to 
do? Clearly administrators are 
in a bind. It is impossible to sim-
ply eliminate all fees, given that 
they are often necessary to cover 
certain services. It would be dif-
ficult for the University to hold 

science laboratories and provide 
students with sufficient learning 
tools if we didn’t pay a $60 fee 
covering that equipment. 

On the other hand, lumping 
fees into tuition will raise the 
sticker price of the University, 
something that makes adminis-
trators justifiably wary. And it 
would be difficult to fairly calcu-
late fees into students’ tuition, as 
some students end up needing 
more services than others.  

But the presence of fees for 
services such as $50 for technol-
ogy use or $160 for University 
Police Department presence at 
student organization events 
seems shocking.

Calling for a review of how 
to provide fee-requiring services 
in a more efficient manner is a 
good place to start. All across 
higher education, universities 
are attempting to operate with 
more efficiency to drive down 

soaring costs and expenses, an 
idea most recently championed 
by United States President Ba-
rack Obama in his State of the 
Union address. By operating 
more efficiently, universities can 
trim down budget fat and re-al-
locate resources. 

When the University em-
barks on a large capital fund-
raising campaign this June, why 
not recruit donations to cover 
the costs of some fees? Yes, do-
nating for fees is certainly not 
as appealing as funding a build-
ing or a scholarship, but a small 
amount of money will go a long 
way in covering some of these 
burdensome costs. 

But for the short term, the 
University should take the Stu-
dent Association's push for fee 
transparency seriously. Students 
should be provided with as com-
prehensive a list as possible of 
fees students might incur dur-
ing college. Allowing students 
and their families to understand 
where fees originate and why 
they are necessary will go a long 
way in establishing a bond of 
trust between the University and 
its students on this issue. 

The University needs to 
be transparent and engage the 
community regarding fees. Oth-
erwise it will be in danger of 
being seen as uncaring about a 
principal student concern. And 
that's a much tougher image is-
sue to address. 

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
political science, is the Hatchet’s 

contributing opinions editor.

The University is trying to 
make J Street a destina-
tion dining option for all 
students – not just those 

with Dining Dollars. The student 
dining venue improved on the va-
riety, healthiness, and most impor-
tantly, quality of the food offered 
there. But how does the University 
begin to change the reputation that 
J Street has among students?

If the University wants to truly 
improve J Street's appeal, it has 
to begin by convincing students, 
especially upperclassmen, to eat 
there – even though they don’t 
have to. To do so, the University 
should start having more events 
at J Street, such as all-you-can-eat 
buffets each week.

Establishing some J Street tra-
ditions will help make it a destina-
tion for students and perhaps re-
verse its negative reputation.

Freshmen like myself never 
experienced the storied horror of 
what J Street used to be. Today 
it’s something of a hangout spot: 
I sometimes meet friends there for 
dinner; I get a salad and do home-
work; I grab a coffee and run to my 
9:35 am class. I like J Street. Some-
times I even love it. 

A lot of upperclassmen, on the 
other hand, don’t. They remember 
the J Street that was more like a 
mall food court. And I’m not sure 
my freshman peers love it enough 
to return when they aren’t required 
to go there anymore.

A recent University-wide sur-
vey indicated that satisfaction with 
the revamped J Street is up by 11 
percent (however, they only pro-
vided the increase and declined to 
release overall satisfaction so this 
survey means little). But there’s 
more to be done if the newly over-
hauled J Street wants to endure as 
a go-to campus spot. 

Part of the issue lies in the fact 
that upperclassmen have other op-
tions. With kitchens and Colonial 
Cash, why bother eating at J Street 
when you can get cheaper food of 
similar or better quality?

The Mount Vernon Campus pro-
vides students with an option that 
might just bring the upperclassmen 
back. Every Sunday, the dining hall 
in West Hall holds a buffet, offer-
ing all-you-can-eat brunch options, 
such as eggs, waffles and salads. 
While it obviously caters more to 
students who live on the Vern, stu-
dents on Foggy Bottom are some-
times enticed to jump on the Vern 
Express to join them. 

After all, it takes Dining Dollars, 
it’s all-you-can-eat and it’s brunch. 
What more could you ask for?

J Street could use really use 
something like this. 

And by keeping it consistent, 
perhaps having it on a weekly ba-
sis like they do over at West Hall, 
J Street can have staying power in 
students’ minds. “J-Brunch” could 
become something of a tradition 
– wake up Sunday morning, head 
over to J Street, recap the weekend, 
eat pancakes. Or waffles. Whatev-
er you prefer.

Last semester, the J Street restau-
rant Thyme offered a Thanksgiving 
dinner and a crab night—attracting 
students who wouldn’t usually set 
foot into J Street. But events like 
these didn’t happen often enough. 
These sorts of events – nights when 
J Street offers special menu items or 
themed dinners – grab people’s at-
tention and draw them to J Street. 

Getting students, especially up-
perclassmen, to try J Street and start 
thinking about it differently, means 
J Street will become a competitive 
dining option and not just one that’s 
required. GW just has to work on 
getting upperclassmen with bad 
memories of the former J Street to 
try it, realize much has improved, 
and maybe even start coming back. 

But even more important is 
convincing current freshmen that 
the dining hall they enjoy today 
will still be worth their money 
when it’s no longer required.

–The writer, a freshman majoring 
in English, is a Hatchet columnist.

Last fall, the Residence Hall 
Association carefully consid-
ered whether or not to support 
the then-proposed housing 
cancellation fee, which has at-
tracted much attention since its 
announcement in The Hatchet 
("Housing to levy $350 fee for 
cancelled housing," Jan. 23, p. 
4). The policy, aimed at reduc-
ing a growing housing waitlist, 
underwent multiple levels of 
review before our organization 
ultimately decided to support 
the change.

The RHA recognizes that 
some may oppose this change. 
But members of the community 
should take the time to under-
stand how this change is actu-
ally a benefit to students living 
on campus before simply writ-
ing it off as “a hard-line tactic,” 
as Hatchet columnist Trent 
Hagan did ("Give students five 
days before charging for hous-

ing," Feb. 2, p. 4).
From historical data, it is 

clear that a significant number 
of students apply for on-cam-
pus housing with no intention 
of living on campus, and this 
creates challenges for the hun-
dreds of students who either 
know they want to live on cam-
pus – or need to because of fi-
nancial or other circumstances 
– by placing them on the wait-
list. The waitlist leads to stu-
dent ire and confusion, as many 
are often left without housing 
for weeks. By establishing this 
new policy, the University took 
a measured approach to priori-
tize students who want or need 
to live on campus, and the RHA 
supports that effort.

There are several ways to 
avoid the fee. If you apply for 
housing and cancel before as-
signments are announced, you 
do not incur a fee. If you wish 

to cancel after assignments are 
announced, you can avoid the 
fee by giving your assignment 
to a student on the waitlist. If 
you apply for housing and are 
placed on the waitlist, you may 
cancel without incurring a fee. 

The goal is to prevent some 
students' choices from having 
negative consequences on the 
choices of others. For this rea-
son, I predict that this policy 
will give more students their 
preferred housing assignments 
and minimize the size of the 
waitlist. Nevertheless, the RHA 
will closely monitor the effects 
of this policy and provide the 
University with feedback to 
ensure that the policy’s goal of 
making the housing selection 
process fairer is fulfilled.

Matthew Galewski
–The writer is the president of 

the Residence Hall Association.

Marissa Fretes 
Columnist

Give J Street 
meaningful 
traditions

Doug Cohen
Contributing Editor

The lasting cost of student fees

Take time to understand the new housing fee

Donald trump comes to campus
by Montana DeborStill waiting a  

student space plan
When students want a spot to meet 

up during the day, do some reading be-
tween classes or get together to recount 
the previous weekend night's debauch-
ery, they can only really choose among 
a few campus spots: Gelman Starbucks, 
Ivory Tower basement, the first floor of 
the Marvin Center or the single bench 
next to the GW Deli. 

Don't let the choices overwhelm 
you.

The University wants improve stu-
dent morale and foster a sense of life-
time Colonials pride with efforts such as 
forming the Center for Student Engage-
ment. But it is missing a simple solution 
that students have been calling for this 
year: a community space on campus.            

There aren’t too many more 
ways for the Student Association, 
the Marvin Center Governing Board 
and The Hatchet’s editorial board to 
say this: Students need a place for 
students where they can forge what 
will be the memories that make their 
college experience.

It is almost intuitive to expect that, 
on a college campus, students will have 
a university-oriented space to call their 
own. This space should include club 
meeting rooms and a lounge, a coffee 
shop or a relaxing area where students 
can hang out.

In the latest effort to develop a plan 
for community space, Marvin Center 
Governing Board chair Dylan Pyne is 
seeking to add new furniture to Colum-
bian Square to attract more students 
and turn the area into a student hub.

Pyne has previously asked for space 
on the fifth floor and the fourth floor, 
and now, because he is uncertain that 
any of those requests will be heard, he 
has been reduced to asking for couches. 

Students deserve more than couch-
es in a food court. 

Pyne’s efforts have come on the 
heels of persistent loss of student space 
on campus. First the University abrupt-
ly closed The Fishbowl in September, 
which was lamely counter-balanced by 
a few small meeting rooms in the base-
ment of the Marvin Center.

Then the Hippodrome, billiards 
area and WOW Café and Wingery were 
closed on the Marvin Center fifth floor. 
And student advocacy for a community 
space was clearly disregarded, as the en-
tire floor will be replaced by administra-
tive offices that students orgs might be 
able to use after 7 p.m. Even if that op-
tion works, that's a only meeting place 
for orgs to do work. What about a place 
for all students to relax and bond?

With a setup like that, how can 
we call the Marvin Center our stu-
dent union?

When students today look back 
on their college experiences, they 
likely won’t remember the Marvin 
Center as a place other than where 
they spent their freshman year’s din-
ing dollars. The University has had 
repeated chances to make it more 
than that, but it has instead failed to 
sufficiently take into account the stu-
dent leaders' advocacy on this issue. 

Now, campus space is almost gob-
bled up. Administration, please don’t 
ignore these last-ditch efforts to salvage 
any area for student space. 

Whether the University addresses it 
or not, students will not stop calling for 
community space on campus. The only 
difference is, in the future, the Univer-
sity might not have the square-footage 
to do something about it. 

Students are still left without that 
fundamental area that can serve as a 
hub for the entire campus. It is truly 
infuriating to see this eternal student 
complaint ignored despite persistent 
student advocacy. It is also insulting in 
light of the fact that there have been op-
portunities to fix this problem. 

When students look back on their 
time at the University, they could 
fondly remember how all of campus 
gathered together to study, hang out, 
hear different student performances 
and hold events.

But right now, alums will only re-
member how they stood closely packed 
together at the Gelman Starbucks.

Sure, the University attempted to 
revamp J Street by putting in Metro 
Diner and installing couches and 
chairs. But this effort did not go far 
enough, as it is hard to relax in be-
tween students eating their greasy 
burgers and fries. And the same is 
true for the basement of Ivory Tower.

Students aren’t asking for much 
in seeking a place to get together. 
All we really want is to be like many 
other colleges. 

As the possibility for student 
space diminishes, it has become in-
creasingly clear how out of touch the 
University is on this issue.

And all it has to do to fix that is tune 
into what students are saying. 

The University needs 
to be transparent and 

engage the community 
regarding fees.
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A government agency is 
pressuring colleges to pro-
vide a financial aid report 
card intended to clarify 
complex aid packages for 
prospective students.

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau released a 
mock-up for the proposed “Fi-
nancial Aid Shopping Sheet” 
Jan. 27 after gathering input 
from students, parents and 
educators since November. 

The drafted form show-
cases the cost of each school, 
the kind and amount of aid 
for which the student would 
qualify and the projected 
amount of loan repayment 

necessary after graduation. 
The template for each insti-
tution would be identical so 
that students applying to col-
lege will be able to compare 
aid packages more easily.

“We want people to know 
before they owe so that they 
can make good decisions,” 
the bureau’s private educa-
tion loan ombudsman Rohit 
Chopra said.

The average student debt at 
graduation for members of the 
nationwide Class of 2010 was 
$25,250 with a 9.1-percent un-
employment rate among grad-
uates, according to the Project 
on Student Debt. The average 
debt for GW students in the 
same graduating class topped 
$32,500, data from the advocacy 

organization showed. 
“This is a way to start a 

larger conversation about 
[the] affordability of college. 
We need to make it more clear 
what costs are going to look 
like over the course of col-
lege,” Chopra said. 

The University’s Associ-
ate Vice President of Financial 
Assistance Dan Small said 
the proposed form does not 
give enough credit to degrees 
earned at specific institu-
tions. Small believes that the 
reputation of an institution 
contributes to the value of a 
degree earned, which he said 
can be used as "collateral" in 
securing a job that could help 
pay off student debt. 

As Congress would need 

to approve the new regula-
tions, Small does not antici-
pate the changes will take ef-
fect until at least July 2013. 

The University will com-
ply if the form is mandated, 
Small said, but he warned 
that it could lead prospective 
students to compare packages 
from dissimilar schools. 

“A lot of things get so 
simplified that it gets blown 
out of proportion, because 
they’re trying to do something 
across the general public that 
doesn’t allow us to simplify it 
for our population,” he said. 

The form would “help 
some,” and could force ap-
plicants to become more edu-
cated about the financial aid 
process, Small said, but he 

thought other effects would 
be difficult to predict. 

“At this point, we have 
just started to review some 
of the data elements to de-
termine if we can present 
them in the way the federal 
government is proposing,” 
he said. “Given the proper 
leeway to prepare, we as-
sume we will be able to im-
plement the new policies.” 

A single template may 
not demonstrate the unique 
strengths of some universi-
ties’ packages, Director of 
Communications for the Na-
tional Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators 
Haley Chitty said. 

“Various institutions have 
different things that they want 

to highlight. It is important to 
provide some flexibility to al-
low institutions to customize 
the form to fit their institu-
tions,” he said. 

Chitty noted that the cost 
of attending college depends 
not only on which institution 
a prospective student choos-
es but also on the individu-
al’s financial circumstances 
while attending that institu-
tion. He added that “trying 
to distill all that information 
on a single sheet of paper is 
really difficult for institutes 
of higher education.” 

The “shopping list” 
aligns with President Ba-
rack Obama’s efforts to in-
crease college access and 
affordability. u

Form to clarify financial aid options for college applicants
by rachel getzeNberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

The four leading Repub-
lican presidential candidates 
advocate a hands-off fed-
eral approach to education 
and share many of the same 
finance-focused policy plat-
forms with few deviations 
from one another. 

After former Massachu-
setts Governor Mitt Romney 
bested Former Speaker of 
the House of Representatives 
Newt Gingrich by more than 
24 percentage points in the 
Nevada caucus Feb. 4 – beat-
ing out the other two leading 
candidates by 29 percent – the 
potential implications for col-
lege students remain unclear 
if the federal government is 
booted from education poli-
cy. 

While the debates thus 
far have largely focused on 
revitalizing the economy, 
the issue that will affect col-
lege students the most in this 
election is the affordability of 
higher education. Republi-
can candidates, for the most 
part, would like to see mar-
ket competition bring down 
costs, but none of the poten-
tial nominees have gone into 
detail on where they stand on 
federally sponsored college 
financial aid programs.

“They haven’t said a 
lot about college affordabil-
ity yet. They’ve mostly just 
weighed in around the mar-
gins,” Kelly Field, a senior 
reporter at the Chronicle of 
Higher Education, said.

The College Republicans 
will not endorse a candidate 
in the primaries, public re-
lations director for the GW 
College Republicans Chris 
Wassman said.

Three of the contenders 
have, at one point in their 
political careers, questioned 
the utility of the Department 
of Education as a regulatory 
body, but all four agree that 
education reform should lie 
in the hands of states, local 
governments or individual 
schools rather than the fed-
eral government. 

Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas, 
plans to eliminate the De-
partment of Education and 
several other agencies to cut 
$1 trillion in federal spend-
ing, according to his cam-
paign website. 

Romney said in the 1990s 
that the department should be 

scrapped, and former Penn-
sylvania Senator Rick Santo-
rum called it “unnecessary” 
in an interview last week with 
CNSnews.com, but neither is 
currently calling for complete 
elimination. Romney noted 
in 2007 that the Department 
of Education “can actually 
make a difference.” 

Under Gingrich’s plan, 
the only roles of the Depart-
ment of Education would 
be to “collect research and 
data” and to suggest option-
al, innovative practices to be 
adopted at the local level. 
But he has not explicitly dis-
cussed the implications of a 
more limited strategy on the 
department’s federal finan-
cial aid programs.

Field predicted that candi-
dates will begin to clarify their 
positions on college affordabil-
ity as November nears. 

Affordability
College access and af-

fordability have been in 
the spotlight this year, as 
tuition prices and student 
debt rise nationwide, but 
Republicans and Democrats 
are divided on who should 
be responsible for bringing 
down the soaring cost of 
higher education. 

Obama said in his State 
of the Union address that col-
leges and universities who 
fail to control costs will be 
penalized with less federal 
funding, a move that must be 
approved by Congress. 

Republican candidates 
promote a more limited role 
for the federal government in 
monitoring college expenses. 
Romney has explicitly said 
that market competition, es-
pecially among for-profit in-
stitutions, should be relied 

upon to bring costs down. 
Meanwhile, Gingrich – a 

former professor of history 
and geography at the Uni-
versity of West Georgia – be-
lieves there should be a col-
lege in every state that uses 
a locally funded work study 
program to allow students to 
graduate debt-free, according 
to his campaign website. 

Primary education
On primary school is-

sues, their proposed policies 
overlap in areas like charter 
schools and homeschooling. 

The field of candidates 
believes in parents’ right to 
choose where their children 
go to primary school – be it 
public, private or at home. All 
except for Ron Paul support 
voucher programs of some 
kind and charter schools to 
facilitate that choice. 

In his book “Liberty De-
fined,” Paul acknowledged 
“there are always a few who 
benefit from vouchers, tax 
credits, and charter schools.” 
However, he also writes that 
these practices give too much 
power to state governments. 

Tea Party candidate San-
torum, who alongside his 
wife, homeschooled their 
six children, has suggested 
that the time children spend 
with others close to their 
own age in the classroom 
is further from reality than 
homeschooling experiences, 
which involve more interac-
tion with adults.

“It’s amazing that so 
many kids turn out to be 
fairly normal, considering 
the weird socialization they 
get in public schools,” he 
wrote in his 2005 book “It 
Takes a Family.”

Paul’s campaign website 
calls him a “homeschooling 
champion” for introducing 
legislation to implement a 
$5,000-per-child tax credit 
for parents who homeschool 
their children.

Gingrich would imple-
ment a Pell grant system for 
all K-12 students to attend 
the school of their parents’ 
choosing and extend it to 
homeschooled students as 
well, possibly in the form 
of a tax deduction, accord-
ing to his website. The for-
mer speaker also suggests 
that homeschooled students 
should have equal access to 
government-funded extra-
curricular activities. u

Republican candidates tiptoe around education policy

courtesy of gage skidmore used uNder creative commoNs liceNse
Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, far right, has emerged as the frontrunner in the GOP primary contest, with decisive victories in Florida and 
Nevada over former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, right middle, Texas Rep. Ron Paul, left, and former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, far left.

by madeleiNe o'coNNor
Senior Staff Writer
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Tour
Colonial Williamsburg Boston

by AlexAndrA Tweedley | Hatchet Reporter

Under $500
Dates: March 10 through March 17 Dates: Five nights between March 10 and March 17Under $1500

For students looking for a cultural experience over 
spring break, Boston is a great city to visit. You can walk 
along the Freedom Trail, see the sights of the Boston Mas-
sacre or travel along the banks of Boston harbor. There are 
ample opportunities to participate in tours and see amaz-
ing historical landmarks, all for less than $1000. 

This spring break, try strolling along the streets where 
some of the nation's founding fathers once walked. Perhaps 
you'll return to the District with a new appreciation for  
historic cites.

Boston is one of the oldest 
cities in the U.S., and it is 
full of historical sites that 
commemorate the founding 
of our nation – perfect for 
touring on spring break. 

Travel

lodging

aCTiviTies

Flight – Roundtrip from Washington Reagan National Airport to 
Boston for $254 including taxes and fees (through Expedia.com).

Ramada Boston Hotel – Affordably priced, the hotel is 
located in a central area only four miles from historical 
downtown Boston. There is a complimentary shuttle ser-
vice between the hotel and the airport. Cost: $485 for five 
nights, including tax.  800 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston Duck Tour – Free with a Go Boston Card, this is an ef-
ficient way to see many historical landmarks, including Bun-
ker Hill and the State House. Your “ConDUCKtor” will give 
you great insight into Boston’s past. Tours run seven days a 
week, leaving every 30 minutes. Starting locations: Museum of 
Science located at 1 Science Park, Prudential Center at 53 Hunting-
ton Ave., New England Aquarium at 1 Central Wharf

Blue Man Group – For an evening activity, head to the Charles 
Playhouse for a multimedia performance by three talented 
men who are painted entirely blue. They are known for their 
rhythmic abilities. 74 Warrenton St.

Witch City Tour – Still thirsting for more history? On this day 
trip tour, you'll see the home of American writer Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, along with historic Salem and Pickering Wharf. 
Tours last from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Starts at Gray Line Boston 
Ticket Office, Transportation Bldg., Park Square on 16 S Charles St.

$254

$243*

$74

$768

ToTal
Excluding meals and
extra spending
* Individual costs 
based on splitting with 
one travel companion

Free

McGreevy’s – This Irish pub 
and sports bar, founded in 
1894, has been voted the best 
sports bar in town. Not only 
does it honor Boston sports, it 
also honors its Irish roots by 
carrying traditional favorites 
on its affordable menu, like 
Corned Beef and Bangers and 
Mash with Irish Sausages. 

911 Boylston St.

Union Oyster House – If 
you want traditional, fresh 
New England seafood in one 
of Boston's first restaurants, 
this is your place. Union 
Oyster House was founded 
in 1826 right on the Freedom 
Trail, and claims to have 
been one of President John F. 
Kennedy’s favorites. 

41 Union St.

Galleria Umberto – If you 
don't fancy seafood or pub fare, 
try the Galleria. Its pizzas have 
a fantastic reputation, and the 
calzones are delicious as well. 
Pizzas cost only $1.10, and cal-
zones are around $3 to $4. The 
Galleria Umberto offers Italian 
grub that is affordable, particu-
larly for college students. 

289 Hanover St. 

resTaUranT sUggesTions

exTra Go Boston Card – By purchasing a Go Boston card, you 
can enjoy five days of over 70 tours and landmarks for 
$154.99. This is the best way to maximize sightseeing.$156

$41

Williamsburg, Va., and the Historic Triangle (Williams-
burg, Yorktown and Jamestown) are popular due to their im-
portance in the American Revolution. Visiting is like stepping 
back in time, and every activity and tour offers an inside look 
into America’s founding. 

Nearby Yorktown is the site of the revolution’s most decisive 
battles and Jamestown was one of the first colonies. The Historic 
Triangle offers more than just monuments, they also provide an 
affordable and interactive experience, just hours away from D.C.

We live in the nation's 
capital, but D.C. is 
only one of the many 
historical cities in the 
mid-Atlantic region. 

Travel

lodging

aCTiviTies

By Train – Amtrak from Union Station will take three hours and 
45 minutes, totaling $58 round trip. Shuttles will take you from 
the train station to Colonial Williamsburg and to your hotel. 

The Governor’s Inn – This inn is centrally located and 
also has the best rates in Colonial Williamsburg. Maximize 
your trip by staying close to the sights. Cost: $320 total for 
five nights, not including tax. 506 North Henry St.

Jamestown Settlement – This is one of the most histori-
cally important sights. There are exhibits showing the 
significance of Jamestown as an English business venture, 
the relationship between the English and Native Ameri-
cans and more. There are also outdoor exhibits, such as 
recreations of English colonial ships, a colonial fort and a 
Powhatan village.  2110 Jamestown Road
Tavern Ghost Walk – For a fun evening, learn about the ghosts 
that haunt the taverns and other historical buildings. Times: 6:30 
p.m., 7 p.m, 8 p.m., 8:30 p.m, 9 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., one hour long

Starting location: Shield's Tavern, 422 East Duke of Gloucester St.

Civil War Tour – This new tour is set to start during spring 
break in remembrance of the Civil War. It will acknowledge the 
role of Williamsburg in the war by visiting relevant sites, and 
there will be actors dressed in Civil War uniforms discussing 
the war's personal impact. Details to be determined

$58

$160*

$12

Free

Christiana Campbell’s Tav-
ern – Yet another historical 
restaurant, this place claims to 
have been George Washing-
ton’s favorite tavern. Today, it 
still serves meals that he might 
have eaten back in the day. That 
should be enough for any GW 
Colonial to stop by. Reserva-
tions required after 6:30 p.m.

101 South Waller St.

Chowning’s Tavern – Founded 
in 1766, this historical tavern 
hosts night-time local wine and 
ale tasting, and serves tradi-
tional comfort foods, like its fa-
mous Brunswick Stew. Though 
pricey – in the $20 to $30 range 
– the experience is worth every 
penny. Reservations required 
for dinner, after 5 p.m. 

109 East Duke of Gloucester St.

Huzzah! BBQ Grille – If you 
are looking for more of a 21st 
century meal, it exists here. 
Huzzah! BBQ Grille has af-
fordable food, such as chick-
en wings, quesadillas or the 
pulled pork sandwich, for just 
$9. If you're looking for a more 
chill vibe with food familiar to 
college students, try Huzzah! 

113 Visitor Center Drive

resTaUranT sUggesTions

$12$323

ToTal
Excluding meals and 
extra spending
* Individual costs based 
on splitting with one 
travel companion

exTra Packaged ticket – An affordable way to thoroughly experi-
ence all of the area's history is through America’s Historic 
Triangle Ticket. For $81, this ticket gives the holder access to 
Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area sites and museums, as 
well as Jamestown and Yorktown sites, for seven days. $81

Party
atlantic City, n.J. Cancun, Mexico

by rAchel lee | Special Issues Editor

Under $500
Dates: March 10 through March 16 Dates: Five nights on the week of March 10Under $1500

PhoTos Used Under creATive commons

PhoTos Used Under creATive commons

Maybe you think the quintessential party destinations are 
overdone, or perhaps you already did them in high school, but 
this spring break, give Cancun another chance. 

It is one of those rare sunny destinations with a variety of 
activities, nighttime – and daytime – debauchery and truly pris-
tine beaches. For those looking to relax or enjoy typical beach 
activities, there are spas, snorkeling and tanning galore. In fact, 
Cancun is so popular for students that there are travel compa-
nies for students that feature it prominently. Check out this trip 
organized by StudentCity. 

At the end of the day, who 
doesn’t enjoy a sunny 
vacation partying alongside 
other youngsters? Cancun 
remains a top tropical party 
destination for a reason.

Travel & 
lodging 

ParTYing

Flight – Roundtrip airfare from the Washington area (DCA, 
DUL or BWI) is included, with fees and taxes covered. 
Oasis Cancun Resort – Five all-inclusive nights at Stu-
dentCity's headquarters hotel are included. You don't have 
to worry about paying for food or beverages while you're 
at the hotel, and there are eight restaurants to choose from. 
The hotel claims to have the biggest pool in Cancun, and it is 
located 10 minutes from the airport with a short taxi ride to 
shopping and nightlife.  Located on Boulevard Kukulkan.

CityPass – Why wait in line and pay cover charges if you don’t 
have to? If you are looking to splurge a little more, try getting Ci-
tyPass for VIP entrance into eight of Cancun’s biggest clubs and 
dance parties. Covers typically range from $30 to $60 anyway, 
so you may not be saving a ton of cash, but lines can sometimes 
take up to two hours of waiting. 

If you’ve only got five nights, you don’t want to spend part 
of each of them wishing you were partying.

$1,301

ToTal
Including meals and 
beverages, excluding 
extra spending money

$1,062 Based on four adult travelers per room. Two adults: $1,272 per person.

$239
or

$269
Gold-level CityPass – skip the line at the entrance to clubs, 
get VIP treatment
Platinum-level CityPass – VIP entrance to the clubs, plus 
attendance at a celebrity performance at The City (check 
events before booking)

rachel lee | special issues editor | rlee@gwhatchet.com

HatchetThe GW

Considered the gambling capital of the east coast, Atlantic 
City has a wealth of daytime activities and nighttime parties 
to choose from. No matter what your partying tastes, there is 
always a good time, from gambling and games to dance clubs 
and chill bars. If you stay on the boardwalk, you'll be within 
walking distance of shopping and watering holes that will keep 
you busy all week long. 

And when you're ready to go home, isn't a relaxing train 
ride better than flying coast to coast? 

For students on a budget 
and looking for an adult 
playground, Atlantic City 
is a convenient alternative 
to the pricier Vegas. 

Travel

gaMing

$403

ToTal

lodging

By Train – With two connecting trains through Amtrak and 
N.J. Transit, the total trip lasts three to four hours. The Atlan-
tic City train station has a convenient central location. The trip 
is $45 each way for the two train tickets.$90
Caesars Atlantic City Hotel Casino – The best way to ensure a 
fun time is to stay where the party is. It's a bit pricier than a cheap 
motel, but it is worth it for the extra amenities. There is a Roman-
inspired spa, the Circus Maximus Theater, a lot of bar options and 
most importantly, 145,000 square feet of casino. 

A deluxe room with two double beds is probably the most 
comfortable option. Cost: About $124 per night, $744 total for six 
nights, including tax. 2100 Pacific Ave.$248*

Excluding meals, 
drinks, extra spending
* Individual costs based 
on splitting with two 
travel companions 

Poker at the Trump Taj Mahal – If you're feeling lucky, or if you 
just want to play in the big leagues, try a game of classic Texas 
Hold'em in Donald Trump's luxurious Vegas-style casino.

If you don't like poker or don't feel like pressing your 
luck, there are other fun options in the Trump Taj. There 
are over 500 slot machines of dozens of varieties, all kinds 
of blackjack and other table games, and, of course, bars. 
There is a bar in the majestic lobby that is good place to 
begin or end the night, as well as the popular Casbah Club, 
the more chill Casbar downstairs and Eco Bar and Lounge. 
If you grow tired of Caesars, you could easily spend sever-
al nights at the Taj. Cost: Poker tournament buyout and entry 
starts at $65. 1000 Boardwalk at Virginia Ave.$65+

*All prices based on searches done Feb. 1 to Feb. 6.

Spring Break



Travel

lodging

acTiviTies
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Relax
virginia Beach, va. clearwater Beach, Fla.

by Meagan Murphy | Hatchet Reporter

The laid-back atmosphere of Virginia Beach, Va. makes it 
a top destination for relaxing and enjoying a week away from 
the city. Tourists are drawn to the city's famous 14 miles of 
beautiful public beaches. It's also a hot spot for oceanfront fes-
tivals and events throughout the year. Take a stroll through 
the more than 18,000 acres of state parks, and experience the 
diverse wildlife and unspoiled beaches. 

Virginia is full of history and stunning scenery, and Virgin-
ia Beach offers a relaxing retreat. If you're looking for some-
thing low-key, this nearby gem is the perfect trip.

Waterman’s Surfside Grille 
– For fresh seafood, Water-
man’s Surfside Grille is a 
great option. Located on the 
water, the restaurant has an 
outdoor patio and offers live 
music every Friday night. 
Waterman’s is open daily for 
lunch and dinner, and the 
prices are moderate. 

415 Atlantic Ave.

Schakolad Chocolate Fac-
tory – Visitors with a sweet 
tooth should check out the 
Schakolad Chocolate Facto-
ry. The signature European-
style chocolates are famous 
for their quality and unique-
ness. You can get your choco-
late fix for less than $10 here, 
so stop by for a treat. 

401 North Great Neck Road

Max & Erma’s – For American-
style dining and live music, 
head to Max & Erma's on the 
beach. Besides good food, Max 
& Erma’s supports conserva-
tion in the area as part of the 
Virginia Green partnership. 
Breakfast and lunch here are 
typically less than $10, and din-
ner is between $11 and $15.

1900 Pavilion Drive 

It may not be that far 
from D.C., but this spring 
break destination is 
completely different from 
the hustle and bustle of 
Foggy Bottom.

Under $500

Travel
lodging

Dates: March 10 through March 17

By bus – Greyhound bus service runs buses from D.C. for $78. 

Knights Inn and Suites – Lodging at the Knights Inn and 
Suites is available just half a block from the beach. Visi-
tors stay in two-room suites that are a convenient walking 
distance to shopping and restaurants. Cost: $44 per night,  
seven nights. $308 total including tax.  207 29th St.

acTiviTies Yoga class – Oceanfront Yoga offers classes on the Virgin-
ia beachfront. These classes range from beginner to ad-
vanced and are taught by certified yoga masters. Cost: $15 
for walk-in session.  Meet at 3316 Atlantic Ave., Suite 301

Spa treatment – Another calming way to pass the day is at 
the Flowering Almond Spa at the Founder’s Inn, which offers 
everything from facials to Swedish massages. Cost: Spa treat-
ments begin at $50 for a massage.  5641 Indian River Road

Time on the beach – Finally, for a relaxing and free attrac-
tion, look no further than the pristine beachfront. Walking 
on the public beaches is a great way to escape and unwind.

resTaUranT sUggesTions

$78

$308

$15

$50+

Free$451
ToTal
Excluding meals 
and extra spending

Dates: March 10 through March 17Under $1500

This area boasts clear waters, white sand beaches, and an 
easygoing atmosphere. Clearwater has all of the history, culture, 
and warm temperatures of Tampa, but without the crowds. 

The sunny disposition of residents and visitors may be 
due in part to the fact that in March, average temperatures 
are around 76 degrees Fahrenheit. In fact, this area holds the 
Guinness World Record for the longest consecutive ray of 
sunshine, continuing for 768 days straight. For sun, sand, 
and a great place to kick back and relax, Clearwater is the 
perfect east coast destination.

It’s hard to think of a better 
way to relax on spring 
break than on a beach, and 
Clearwater Beach, Fla. has 
some of the best beaches 
on the East Coast.

Flight – D.C. to Tampa costs $279, including all taxes and fees 
(through Orbitz). Factor in about $90 in cab fares for the week.

Comfort Suites – The Comfort Suites offer comfort and a 
place to relax, complete with access to the beach. A stay 
here includes a free shuttle service to the beach (three miles 
away), free hot breakfast and a pool. Cost: $890 for seven 
nights, including tax.  1941 Edgewater Drive

Nature park – A great, free day trip is to Clearwater’s Moccasin 
Lake Nature Park. This peaceful and secluded park includes a 
lake, upland forest, wetlands and various animals and plants na-
tive to Florida.  2750 Park Trail Lane

Sandpearl Spa – If a stroll in the woods doesn’t appeal, a massage 
at the Sandpearl Spa is a must. Their famous hot stone massage is 
sure to be a relaxing highlight of any trip to Clearwater. Cost: Hot 
stone massage, $195. Other services available. 500 Mandalay Ave.

Time on the beach – Lastly, no vacation to Clearwater would 
be complete without plenty of time spent at the beach. Visi-
tors can sit on the white sand and enjoy a low key day or 
walk along the beach’s famous Pier 60.

$369

$890

$195

Free$1454
ToTal
Excluding meals 
and extra spending

Free

Poppa’s BBQ – A great op-
tion on a budget is Poppa’s 
BBQ – you cannot beat the 
barbecue cuisine here. For 
a restaurant with prices un-
der $10, the quality of food 
is outstanding. Poppa’s is 
as good as it gets when it 
comes to delicious ribs and 
pulled pork. 

12211 49th St. N.

Clear Sky Beachside Café – 
A restaurant that has beach-
goers coming back again and 
again is the Clear Sky Beach-
side Café. This restaurant is 
a little more pricey, ranging 
from $10 to $26 for a meal. 
However, its beachside loca-
tion and great pizza, pasta 
and seafood are worth it. 

490 Mandalay Ave.

Casanova Restaurant & 
Lounge – For a fancier dining 
experience, Casanova Restau-
rant & Lounge is highly recom-
mended. Italian cuisine and 
friendly service are hallmarks 
of Casanova. The antipasti dish 
and Florentine steak are excel-
lent. This is the a top destination 
for a night out at the beach. 

811 Cleveland St.

Sport
West virginia Tour of arizona

by Madelyn StrauSS levy | Hatchet Reporter

Under $500
Dates: March 10 through March 17 Dates: March 10 through March 17Under $1500

Four hours from campus by car is the city of Elkins, W.Va., 
a quaint town with a thriving arts community and, nearby, a 
host of wilderness and water activities in the Monongahela 
National Forest and on the Cheat River. 

Take a leisurely drive to West Virginia by heading first to 
Luray, Va. – less than two hours from GW and home to the Lu-
ray Caverns. Here is the largest cave in the Eastern U.S., where 
you can observe amazingly bizarre rock formations. Then 
you can head out to Elkins, with a chance to see the beautiful 
Shenandoah Mountains on the way. 

West Virginia might not 
be your first idea for an 
exciting travel destination, 
but this spring break, try 
something new, fun and 
inexpensive.

By Car – Renting a car for the week from Enterprise Rent-a-Car 
(at the Georgetown Marriott) is about $150, not including gas. 

Cheat River Lodge – Near the river, all of the cozy rooms 
here have gorgeous views. Choose between a Kitchenette 
Suite (two queen beds and private bath) or The King Suite 
(king bed and private bath). Both have screened porches and 
hot tubs. Cost: $546 total for seven nights, including tax.
 Old Route 33, about five miles east of Elkins

$75*

$273*

$45+

$31

Free

resTaUranT sUggesTions

Travel

lodging

acTiviTies

resTaUranT sUggesTions

$424

ToTal
Excluding meals and 
extra spending
* Individual costs based 
on splitting with one 
travel companion. 

Mountain Biking – If you enjoy biking, travel about five 
minutes from the Cheat River Lodge to Monongahela Na-
tional Forest. A popular bike trail is Canaan Loop Road, 
which is about 18 miles long and covers much of the perim-
eter of Canaan Mountain. Cost: Rent from Joey’s Bike Shop at 
about $45 per day. 19 B Third Street
Explore caves – On your way to Elkins make your first 
stop at Luray Caverns for an activity that can take about 
two hours. See a variety of amazing rock formations in all 
kinds of colors and walk through the garden maze. Cost: 
$24 general admissions; $7 entrance to garden maze 970 U.S. 
Hwy 211 West  (Luray, Va.)
Hike and Explore – A quick 40-minute drive from the 
Cheat River Lodge is Backbone Mountain, home to two 
hiking trails – the 3.1-mile Canyon Rim Trail and the 4.1-
mile Limerock Trail. Be sure to hike up to West Virginia's 
first fire tower, built in 1922, to see breathtaking views of 
the Cheat River watershed, Blackwater Canyon and Ca-
naan Mountain. 

Both trails are accessible from a dirt road. You can get 
to the start of the Limerock Trail from Forest Service Road 
18, and Canyon Rim Trail is accessed from Canyon Rim 
Road. Call 304-478-2000 for information

Scottie’s of Elkins – Scot-
tie’s is a unique, inexpensive 
restaurant that offers excel-
lent home-cooked Ameri-
can food. Most importantly, 
breakfast is served all day. 
Have a hearty meal before 
you hit the trails, or satisfy 
your comfort and carb crav-
ings after an active day.

800 7th Street

Graceland Restaurant –  An-
other American option is this 
Victorian-mansion-turned-
beautiful-dining-room over-
looking Elkins. Popular dishes 
include the Crab Cake with 
Roasted Red Pepper Cream 
Sauce, the Chicken and Moz-
zarella Panini on ciabatta and 
the Strawberry Delight dessert. 

100 Campus Drive

Beander’s – In the heart of 
downtown Elkins, Beander’s 
has a friendly staff and prides 
itself on being a local favor-
ite. All entrees cost less than 
$10, and they have the best 
burgers in town. There is a 
happy hour from 4 to 7 p.m., 
live music over the weekend 
and a sports bar. 

314 Davis Avenue

This area is home to the country's most famous and gor-
geous rock formations. Where else can you find places like 
Horsethief Canyon, where thieves used to hide their horses? 

Fly into Phoenix, stay at a local hotel for several days 
and explore the metropolitan area (including nearby Scotts-
dale, Ariz.). Even near this city, there are several outdoor 
activities available. Then head north and explore Red Rock 
Country in Sedona, Ariz. and, of course, the otherworldly 
Grand Canyon. At 277 miles long, up to 18 miles wide and a 
mile deep, everybody should see the canyon at least once.

Offering more activities on 
land and water than you 
can imagine, Arizona also 
boasts temperate weather 
and some of the country’s 
most stunning geography.

Flight – Fly nonstop roundtrip between BWI Airport and 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport. Approximately 
$394 on U.S. Airways (through Kayak.com).

$20+

Travel

lodging

acTiviTies

$1034

ToTal
Excluding meals and 
extra spending
* Individual costs based 
on splitting with one 
travel companion. 

Horseback riding – In addition to activities like hiking and kayak-
ing, horseback riding is a must. It is a stress-free way to be active 
and see the sights. Arizona Horseback Rides takes you on rides in 
the Tonto National Forest. Cost: Rides range from $20 for a half hour to 
$163 for an entire day.  44029 N Spur Cross, Cave Creek, Ariz.

Car rental in Arizona – Rent a compact car for the week from 
one of several companies available. Pick up and drop off at the 
airport. Cost: Between $300 and $340 for the car, not including gas.

$394

$170*
PHOENIX: March 10, 11, 12
Comfort Inn Phoenix – This is a convenient,  affordable op-
tion, with an outdoor heated pool, television, refrigerator 
and microwave. Other options through Priceline.com are 
also reasonably priced. Cost: About $200 total for three nights, 
including tax. 5152 West Latham St. (I-10 at 51st Ave.) $100*
SEDONA: March 13, 14, 15
Southwest Inn – This boutique hotel is said to be one of Sedona's 
best. There are more inexpensive hotels at around $70 per night, 
but Southwest Inn is worth the extra comfort. Cost: About $390 for 
three nights, not including tax.  3250 State Route 89A, Sedona, Ariz.$195*
GRAND CANYON: March 16
Best Western Premier Grand Canyon Squire Inn – A comfort-
able place near the canyon that includes free breakfast. Cost: About 
$120 for one night, not including tax.  74 Highway 64, Grand Canyon$60*

Drive about two hours 
north, towards the 

canyon's south rim.

H

Drive about two to two 
and a half hours north 

to Sedona, Ariz.

H

PHoeniX

$30
Kayaking, other water sports – There are plenty of water 
sports, including jet skiing and fishing, but for lovers of 
kayaking, Phoenix is a great place. Cost: A kayak rental is $30 
for one day.  Arizona Outdoor Fun (Various locations)

PHoeniX

Hiking – Sedona, Ariz. is said to be the nation’s capital of one-day 
hikes, and boasts unique red rocks and gorgeous canyons. 

Start at The Hike House– 431 State Route 179, Sedona, Ariz.

sedona

Free

$40+
Mountain Biking – For a more fast-paced way to see the scenery, 
rent a bike from Sedona Bike & Bean, a local favorite. Cost: Rentals 
starting at $40 per day.  6020 Highway 179, Sedona, Ariz.

sedona

Hike the Grand Canyon – At Grand Canyon National Park, there 
are plenty of day hiking trips at varying lengths and times. The 
culmination of your trip is one of the most breathtaking sights in 
the country. Cost: Entering the canyon in a single-passenger car, 
$25. Entering on foot, bike or motorcycle, $12.$25

grand 
canYon

photoS uSed under Creative CoMMonS

photoS uSed under Creative CoMMonS
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BOTTOM
Events off the Foggy Bottom Campus

wizards gaMe
Verizon Center
Monday, 7 p.m.
$10 to $1,750

veronica falls
Black Cat
Wednesday, 8 p.m.
$10

MaTThew sanTos
Black Cat
Feb. 18

In 2006, Matthew 
Santos exploded onto 
the music scene with the 
help of one 
of my home-
town heroes, 
Lupe Fiasco. 
Offering up 
the hook on 
such tracks 
as “American Terrorist” 
and the ubiquitous “Su-
perstar,” Santos became 
known for his unique 
tone and slick Mohawk. 
His collaborations are 
undeniably impressive, 
but those who have not 
looked into his solo work 
are missing out. Santos’ 
debut album, “Matters of 
the Bittersweet” is a deep 
and soulful piece of work, 
and his 2010 release, “This 
Burning Ship of Fools,” 
is of equal quality, with 
a slightly more mature 
tone. But with his newest 
album, “Quickly Disap-
pearing,” Santos has re-
ally hit his stride. Featur-
ing a completely unique 
vocal tone, random scat 
breakdowns, Afro-Cuban 
influences and pitch-per-
fect harmonies, this is an 
album worth buying. 

Score: His work with Lupe 
was just the tip of the ice-
berg. If you liked the vocals 
then, you'll love them now.
Bore: Vocal tone may be 
too eclectic for some.

Mos def  (Yasiin BeY)  
The 9:30 Club
Feb. 20

He’s a literal legend, 
from the rap album “Black 
Star” to the 2003 film “The 

Italian Job.” 
One of the 
few rappers 
to truly cross 
over into the 
world of film 
and television, 

Mos Def – who asked to be 
referred to by his chosen 
name, Yasiin Bey, begin-
ning in 2012 – has garnered 
critical nominations in both 
disciplines, and managed 
to do so while maintain-
ing a critical outlook on the 
world. Bey recently signed 
with Kanye West’s G.O.O.D. 
Music label, meaning there 
is a lot more to come from 
him. Look for tracks from 
the duration of his career, 
as well as some solo takes 
on the collaborations with 
West that made him famous 
with mainstream listeners, 
including “Good Night” 
and “Lord Lord Lord." But 
the crown jewel of the show 
will be if and when Bey de-
cides to freestyle. Trust me, 
you won’t be disappointed. 
For further proof, just search 
for “Mos Def Freestyle” on 
YouTube.

Score: Freestyle, serious 
thoughts on today’s issues 
and a living legend of film 
and music.
Bore: Political discussion 
could get heated.

dave Barnes
Rock N Roll Hotel
March 22

Yes, Dave Barnes is a 
Christian rock artist. But 
so are a bunch of other 
performers whom you 
have probably enjoyed 
or seen live – or at least 
thought about seeing live. 
Don’t write a musician 
off simply because of his 
or her religious practices, 
because in doing so, you 
would miss out on this 
truly incredible perform-
er. Barnes skyrocketed to 
fame this year after Blake 
Shelton covered his dor-
mant hit, “God Gave Me 
You,” which led both art-
ists to receive Grammy 
nominations. Barnes will 
attend the Feb. 12 Grammy 
Awards ceremony, so tune 
in to see how it all works 
out. One month later, on 
March 13, his new album, 
“Stories to Tell,” drops on-
line and in stores. Barnes 
is known for his impecca-
ble sense of humor as well 
as his on-stage antics, and 
that makes this a show 
you don’t want to miss.

Score: Standout tracks 
include “Until You” and 
“God Gave Me You.” The 
new album features rock 
with a Southern, acoustic 
touch, and should be ma-
jestic live.
Bore: Somehow, artists 
defined as "Christian rock" 
tend to attract an older 
audience – not always the 
most active or party-going 
set.

Previewing upcoming local shows

The District Sound

Sam Smith

A grand ballroom is almost the last 
place one would expect to find the Uni-
versity’s austere security czar, a man who 
protected presidents before taking the helm 
as GW’s senior associate vice president for 
safety and security.

But Darrell Darnell will join other mem-
bers of GW’s top echelon of administrators 
for an evening of waltzing and jiving in 
GW’s first ever Dancing With GW competi-
tion Feb. 9.

 Inspired by the popular reality show 
“Dancing with Stars,” the competition 
pairs a member of the student organiza-
tion GW Ballroom with an administrator to 
participate in a dance number, ultimately 
having them compete for the top honor of 
the dancing queen – or king – of Foggy Bot-
tom.

Rehearsals began in mid-November 
with the pairs waltzing, whisking, spin-
ning and swaying – at times twice a week – 
to build an extensive repertoire of moves.

As the date of the competition quickly 
approaches, many couples are practicing 
every day for two hours or more.

 Securing practice space was often an is-
sue, and team members had to be flexible 
with dates and times. Despite all the hard 
work, the participants say they are anx-
iously and excitedly awaiting their dancing 
debut. 

 Couples are paired with a coach – a 
GW Ballroom alumna or local resident in-
terested in ballroom dancing. This coach 
offers feedback, helps with song choice and 
choreographs parts of the song.

 Kevin Liu, a first year law student at 
GW, is a mentor for two couples in the per-
formance. While an undergraduate student 
at the University of California, Berkeley, he 
took part in competitive Latin dancing. He 
saw advertisements for the event and of-
fered to help.

 “It’s a big time commitment, but it’s a 
great break from studying law,” Liu said. 
“In such a short amount of time, the couples 
have gotten much better. I’m so proud.”

Liu watched Thursday as one of the 

couples shuffled across the floor of a Mar 
vin Center dance studio, routinely restart-
ing the  music to adjust their movements.

Several of the participants, both stu-
dents and staff, have little to no dance 
background, but that only increases their 
desire to participate.

 “I think it’s a great opportunity for 
people to see us as more than just adminis-
trators,” Grace Henry, director of the Cen-
ter for Student Engagement, said. “It’s out 
of my comfort zone, but it’s a great experi-
ence.”

From a traditional waltz to a Bolly-
wood-infused dance number, the event fea-
tures an array of dance styles.  

 “There are teams that have worked the 
hardest and have great technique,” Etta Ian-
naccone, executive advisor to GW Ballroom 

and also a coordinator of the event, said. 
“Then there are teams that are more showy, 
so everyone has their own technique.”

 With just a few days left before the fi-
nal competition, board members are work-
ing to finalize last minute details and boost 
ticket sales, but many feel the lessons they 
have learned on the dance floor can relate 
to their lives out of their newly found spot-
light. 

 “I’ve learned that working with a team 
is hard,” Iannaccone said. “But once the 
pieces start falling into place, it’s worth it.”

 Tickets are available for $4 on the H 
Street Terrace from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Feb. 
7 or from 5 to 7 p.m. Feb. 9. Tickets can also 
be purchased at the Lisner Box Office for 
$5, payable by GWorld or through Ticket-
master. u

ToP: Michelle raTTinger | senior PhoTo ediTor  righT: elise aPelian | haTcheT sTaff PhoTograPher
Top: Second-year graduate student and GW Ballroom dancer Antonio Vargas Cornejo practices his 
routine with Grace Henry, a director for the Center for Student Engagement, in the Marvin Center 
dance studio Thursday. The teams, made of staff and student ballroom dancers, will perform 
Thursday at 8 p.m. for the 'Dancing with GW' event in Lisner Auditorium.  Right: Senior Associate 
Vice President for Safety and Security Darrell Darnell and President of GW Ballroom Babette Perez 
run through their routine in a Building J dance studio Friday.

by aMisha sisodiYa
Hatchet Reporter

matthew santos

dave barnes

faculty put on their 
dancing shoes

Staff compete for Dancing With GW title

PhoTo courTesY of lawrence suMulong

PhoTo courTesY of sTeven TaYlor
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neak into a corner of the li-
brary or head back to his car 
to get his next fix. Then came 
lunch – another line. The af-
ternoon was the same, until 
2:30 p.m. when school got out, 
at which point Tim would go 
home and smoke with friends 
or use by himself.

He hid the habit from his 
family. 

“Addicts are the most ma-
nipulative, sneaky people,” 
Rabolt said.

Novelli, too, justified the 
pills and looked for ways to 
fund his habit. He learned 
how to forge prescriptions us-
ing images online, obtaining 
large doses of OxyContin with 
refills. The pills sold for $80 
each, funding his addiction.  

“Junkies” and “dirty doc-
tors” fueled his habits, as 
Rabolt burned through his 
busboy paychecks and sav-
ings bonds, even selling his 
electronics and season tickets 
to the Phillies on the Internet. 

Rabolt turned to deal-
ing marijuana after he lost his 
job at a bar for smoking weed 
during a shift. Running out of 
money, Rabolt got desperate. 
He described the floor plans 
of his friends’ homes and their 
schedules to criminals he knew 
– setting them up to be robbed. 
He got a cut from the loot. 

“Somehow I never got 
arrested, never failed a drug 
test, no one ever caught me. I 
never got in trouble, nothing 
ever happened. There were 
no consequences externally. 
But inside, I wanted to die, be-
cause I was so miserable going 
through that same process ev-
ery day,” he said. “I knew I was 
gonna either die doing [pills] or 
die by trying to get more.”

Novelli, who had been ar-

rested several times, once for 
public intoxication, became 
addicted to heroin. 

“It was amazing. It was 
the best rush. It was like sex, 
but I wasn’t moving,” he said. 

Both spiraled deeper 
into addiction, Novelli dur-
ing college and Rabolt in 
high school. 

Novelli remembered giv-
ing a homeless man $5, “just to 
see what he could get” When 
the man came back with crack, 
the pair smoked it in a stair-
well of JBKO residence hall.

It was just one year ago 
when Rabolt sat at a Super-
bowl party, high, with girls on 
his lap, surrounded by other 
stoned people. 

“I felt like I was the only 
one in the room. I never felt 
more alone,” he said. 

Novelli took a break from 
GW during his sophomore 
year, and after a violent room-
mate conflict last year, he left 
during winter break of what 
should have been his senior 
year. He went into rehab in 
Texas. 

In recovery
Rabolt believes that divine 

intervention made him real-
ize he needed to quit pills, but 
being in a college atmosphere 
presents temptation after hav-
ing quit during high school, he 
said.  

Novelli, who faced his ad-
diction during college, said 
GW offers limited resources to 
students recovering from ad-
diction. 

“It’s kind of impossible for 
students in recovery here to 
come together,” Novelli said.

He and Rabolt are enthusi-
astic about starting on-campus 
meetings and a student orga-
nization, something Pereira 
said she hopes will begin this 
semester. 

“Students will come to 
campus with learning disabili-

ties, for example, and know 
that they’re going to seek out 
[Disability Support Services],” 
Pereira said. “I want students 
[in recovery] to come here and 
know as they’re walking in 
the door at [Colonial Inaugu-
ration], there are services here 
to help you.”

Rabolt goes to meetings for 
recovering addicts five times 
each week, mostly in Dupont 
Circle, Georgetown and Co-
lumbia Heights. Novelli goes 
about twice per week. 

The age range of other 
Foggy Bottom meeting par-
ticipants isn’t easily relatable 
to students, Novelli said. Put-
ting a student-aged meeting in 
place is a priority for Novelli 
before he graduates in May. 

“It’s hard going to meetings 
on Foggy Bottom with profes-
sionals, who are complaining 
about things like divorces and 
child custody and careers that 
they’ve lost when you can’t re-
ally relate to that when you’re 
a college student, and you’re 
complaining about your par-
ents and financial aid and your 
studies,” Novelli said. “It’s a 
totally different world.” 

Novelli has been clean for 
more than a year, and Robalt 
has for about 10 months. 

“I feel like an old man 
sometimes,” Novelli said of 
his decade-long battle with 
substance abuse. 

Now Novelli is looking 
for a job in communications. 
Rabolt wakes up by 7 a.m. ev-
ery day to work out. He goes 
to all of his classes and wants 
to join student groups.

“Addicts tend to have a 
lot of potential. It takes a lot 
of devotion to get high every 
day. If they can harness that, 
which I’m just starting to learn 
how to do, they can do great 
things,” Rabolt said. “When 
you lose absolutely every-
thing, you gain this ability to 
do absolutely anything.” u

was scrapped this year, Ben-
nett explained, because it had 
“allowed graduate students 
to benefit disproportionately 
from the pool of funding 
that the SA gets every year” 
by letting them keep money 
without competing for it like 
the 500-plus undergraduate 
organizations do.

But graduate students are 
concerned that their student 
fees now “end up subsidizing 
campus-wide programming 
that their constituents rarely at-
tend anyway,” like Fall Fest or 
Fountain Fling, Bennett said. 

The junior is collaborating 
with leaders from graduate 
groups and staff in the Center 
for Student Engagement to 
forge a compromise that will 
make the process more favor-
able for graduate groups. 

With the baseline, Ben-
nett said “graduate umbrella 
groups who interact mini-
mally with the SA could be 
assured some sort of finan-
cial certainty.” 

Bennett, who declared a bid 
for Student Association presi-
dent last week, said he hopes 
to implement a new policy that 
would guarantee a base level 
of funding for the many gradu-
ate student umbrella groups 
on campus, which are respon-
sible for the budgets of dozens 
of branch organizations. The 
move is likely to bring Bennett 
graduate support – which has 
proved to be a key voting bloc 
in past SA elections.

This year was the first 
in which organizations re-
ceived their funding up-front 
rather than applying for co-
sponsorships throughout the 
year, putting the onus on or-
ganizations to carefully allot 
money for events and opera-
tional costs.

Most graduate organiza-
tions were unaware of the 
changes to their funding pools 
or the allocation process in 
general, Bennett said, blaming 
last year’s senate for not pre-
paring student organizations 
for tighter budgets. 

“None of the people who 
sponsored or signed the bill 
last year bothered to tell [grad-
uate groups] what had taken 
place,” Bennett said. “So they 
were essentially left unaware 
of the changes, which prompt-
ed totally justifiable concern.”

The “underlying culture” 
of graduate groups has his-
torically kept them separate 
from the Student Association, 
Bennett said, though the body 
includes representation from 
graduate students. 

Last year’s finance commit-
tee included only three gradu-
ate students. Out of the 11 
members on this year’s finance 
committee, graduate students 
hold seven spots – a figure that 
had some worried about the 
group’s ability to fairly allocate 
the SA’s $950,000 budget to 
student organizations. 

Their heightened pres-
ence also means that graduate 
students could have a greater 
impact on changing finance 
policies. 

Graduate senators Bob 
Kickish, James Bonneau and 

Jake Chervinsky – members 
of the finance committee who 
served as senators when the 
policy changes were approved 
last spring – did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

The GW Student Bar As-
sociation, an umbrella group 
that oversees 60 law school 
organizations, received about 
$20,000 less in allocations this 
year compared to last year. 

“The biggest problem for 
us is that we are now forced to 
be stingier at the outset with re-
gard to student group budget 
requests. We’ve had to make 
tough decisions as a result,” 
Nicholas Nikic, the organiza-
tion’s president, said. u 

urging professors to consider 
costs when assigning read-
ings, and striving to make it 
easier for professors to dis-
tribute materials electronically 
through Blackboard. 

A former coordinator for 

Colonial Inauguration, Thomp-
son said he worked with ad-
ministrators and his team of 
student staff to plan four weeks 
of orientation activities for 
freshmen – a job that required 
him to “be an expert at every-
thing going on at GW.” 

He added that the experi-
ence taught him “how to work 
the system,” and prepared him 
to act as GW’s chief lobbyist. u

to “try to get the best wage 
increase we could for the of-
ficers.”

On average, police patrol 
officers at colleges and uni-
versities across the country 
earn $46,560 annually, accord-
ing to data from the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics published 
in May 2010. Security patrol 
officers at GW make about 
$42,000 annually, Carter said 
– about $21.41 an hour. 

A 3-percent wage hike 
would raise the hourly rate 
to $22.05 – still 34 cents low-
er than the national hourly 
mean wage.

The proposed contract 
does not include the union’s 
demand for a 5-cent raise for 
night differentials, or payment 
for work between 7 p.m. and 7 
a.m. That wage had stood at 75 
cents an hour for more than 15 
years, Carter and Thomas said.

The contract also includes 
provisions that would allow the 
University to cancel an officer’s 
leave in major emergencies and 
require him or her to show up 

to shifts they previously had 
approval to miss, unless the 
officer could show receipts or 
other proof that they spent at 
least $100 on a vacation. 

One officer whose leave 
was canceled during the holi-
day season, despite approval 
by supervisors, said he will 
vote against the proposed 
agreement because of the leave 
cancellation clause. He asked 
to remain anonymous because 
UPD officers are not autho-
rized to speak to the media.

“You should not have to 
worry and say, ‘Maybe I’ll be 
called in, maybe I won’t,’ if 
you have approved leave,” 
he said.

Another officer, who has 
heard that many of his col-
leagues are voting against the 
agreement, said he voted in 
favor of the proposal because 
it is reasonable. He added that 
the leave condition for receipts 
serves as a protection for of-
ficers who have spent a large 
sum on plane tickets.

"You have to give some-
thing to get some stuff," he 
said. "Sometimes you've got to 
understand where the people 
you work for are coming from. 
It's not all about you." u
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GWorld Merchants
&

Super Saver Coupons

Use your GWorld at these 
locations or cut out the 
appropriate coupon and 
save on purchases from 
area businesses.

Every Monday

SERVICES

Double Checkers 
Editing
Copy Editing and 
Proofreading for 
Academic Essays, 
Theses, and 
Dissertations.
New Year's 
Discounts on all 
services! 
Please visit www.
doublecheckers
editing.com for 
more information.

Research
I live in CA and 
need someone to 
copy some papers 
at the Smithsonian 
Institution Archives. 
I estimate about 4-6 
hours work. Can be 
done over a period 
of two months. 
I will pay for all 
expenses, as well 
as time. I will pay a 
portion up front.
If interested, 
please contact me 
at menkesman@
roadrunner.com
Email 
menkesman@
roadrunner.com

Phone: (202) 994-7079        
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

Online classified ads are available FREE to all GW students and 
faculty.  
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word beyond 
that.
• All classifieds should be placed online.  If you cannot access the internet, 
ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office.  An extra fee 
may apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover, as 
well as cash and check through our office.

ANSWER TO
PREVIOUS PUZZLE



Sports
Elizabeth Traynor
Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumbEr 
cruNch 5 The number of matches won by the men's 

and women's squash teams, collectively, 
to sweep their play over the weekend.

H
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mEN's baskETball  | UMASS 86, GW 75

Senior guard Tony Taylor could 
sum up GW’s loss Saturday in one 
word.

After dropping a heartbreak-
ing, tightly contested game to A-10 
powerhouse Xavier Wednesday, the 
stage was set for the Colonials to 
avenge that loss in Saturday’s match 
against Massachusetts. Instead, GW 
struggled to overcome the visitors, 
falling 86-75 for the Colonials’ (8-15) 
fourth-straight loss. 

Taylor could point to the source of 
the unraveling play instantly.

“Defense,” Taylor said. “We would 
come down and get a quick score, and 
then they would come down and hit a 
three. Or we’d turn the ball over, when 
we’re down seven, we would turn the 
ball over, and they would get an easy 
dunk. That’s what really kept us from 
closing that gap today.”

A major key to the night’s play 
wasn’t found on the box score, but 
was clearly visible on the court. Mas-
sachusetts boasts a strong, athletic ros-
ter, and before the season, head coach 
Derek Kellogg adjusted his game plan 
to fit the natural abilities his players 
brought to the court, tinkering with an 
offense and press defense that high-
lights the Minutemen’s skills.

Their athleticism was on full dis-
play in the Smith Center, with circling 
dribble routes winding their way 
around the waiting Colonials, and fast 
runs leaving GW in the dust. It was re-
ally those open looks that were GW’s 
undoing. The Colonials earned a slight 
40-38 edge in points in the paint – their 
highest point total in that category in 10 
games. But GW’s gritty scores couldn’t 
compete with the team's struggles to 
control play in transition.

“When you take bad shots, con-
tested jump shots, or get your shot 
blocked down your throat, that usu-
ally leads to dunks and layups. You 
don’t really have time to get back on 
defense,” Lonergan said.

An example of the Minutemen’s 
long-range success was found beyond 
the arc in the first half. Massachusetts 
shot 40 percent from three before 
halftime  while the Colonials didn’t net 
a single trey. GW closed the game with 
a 12.5-shooting percentage from three-
point range, echoing its lowest total of 
the season in that category.

“I thought we kind of overcame 
our defensive problems, and they shot 
55 percent from the field. And we’re 
2-for-16, after shooting, I think, 10-for-
20, for threes. In our own gym, from 
threes,” Lonergan said. 

“That’s not going to get it done,” 
he added.

Massachusetts put up the most 
points an opponent has scored against 
the Colonials this season, and it was 
GW’s defense that was to blame, Lon-
ergan said. In a cycle that’s become 
customary for the team amid defen-
sive struggles this season, the Colo-
nials tried multiple schemes to limit 
Massachusetts. GW switched from 
man configurations to a 1-3-1 zone, but 
nothing seemed to stick against the 
Minutemen’s 55.4-percent shooting.

The underlying problem was ef-
fort, Lonergan said. A far cry from the 
fast-paced, intense play against Xavier 
Wednesday night, the Colonials looked 
flat at times during Saturday's game. 
Listless, overly relaxed play opened 
holes in GW’s defense which the Min-
utemen were quick to exploit.

“They’re a predominately right-
hand team, they all like to go right 
– that’s all our scouting report was – 
and they beat us right the whole game. 
[Minuteman sophomore guard] Chaz 
Williams is tough to stay with, so we 
tried to play the 1-3-1, and they tore 
us apart and got open threes,” Loner-
gan said. “We did not play tough with 
the basketball. We coughed it up, or 
took a bad shot, and it lead to a dunk 
at the other end.”

As is often the case, the ripple ef-
fect of a lack of effort spread to the 
Colonials’ offense. Down the stretch, 
it seemed GW couldn’t catch a break. 
The team would score, and then Mas-
sachusetts would answer with a big-
ger basket. The Colonials would make 
a crucial stop, and then lack the ability 
to close the gap.

Many times, GW’s possessions 
were ruined by sloppy ball control. 
Massachusetts had eight steals and 
the Colonials had 14 turnovers on the 
night – blunders the Minutemen con-
verted into 17 points. The battle on the 
boards was dead even, at 33 apiece, 
but GW couldn’t back it up by hang-
ing onto the ball.

“We just cut corners all the time, 
and that hurts you against a good team. 
Their energy was better than ours, and 
we just have a lack of production at 

certain positions," Lonergan said.
Massachusetts brought a trap-

ping, pressing defense to the court; a 
few times the Colonials were forced 
to step out or travel. Once, sopho-
more forward Nemanja Mikic was 
forced to signal for a timeout, unable 
to inbound past a jumping Minute-
man. But, in Lonergan’s eyes, even 
the heavy defensive pressure cou-
pled with the fast tempo set by Mas-
sachusetts wasn’t wholly culpable 
for GW’s struggle for control.

“I thought the sloppy ball han-
dling was more a result of us being 
weak with the ball,” Lonergan said. “I 
don’t know. Just losing the ball. I wish 
I knew what it was. The turnovers 
against a team like that, that’s athletic, 
they lead to dunks. And layups. And 
that’s frustrating.”

With the Colonials struggling 
from long-range, it was Taylor who 
once again put the team on his back 
in an effort to carry his teammates to 
victory. He posted 26 points, a new 
season-high, adding four boards and 
five assists in an effort where he was, 
at times, clearly the hardest working, 
fastest player on the court. Junior 
forward David Pellom provided a 
spark of energy with his return to the 
lineup, adding nine points and pull-
ing down 10 rebounds.

Though junior guard Lasan Kro-
mah was dominant on the glass, 
grabbing eight rebounds, his five 
turnovers on the night contributed 
heavily to GW’s struggles. It was ju-
nior forward Dwayne Smith who put 
up a solid two-way effort for GW, es-
tablishing himself as the team’s grit-
tiest presence in the post. He netted 
16 points, a new season-high for the 
forward, and was essential in con-
taining Massachusetts big man red-
shirt senior center Sean Carter.

“I was trying to play him physi-
cally, because that’s a big emphasis on 
our team, to play strong. Coach Loner-
gan does a good job to motivate us to 
play strong in the post. So that was a 
big emphasis,” Smith said.

Smith picked up on Lonergan’s 
emphasis heading into the game, but it 
was clear the head coach didn’t think 
that focus extended across his entire 
roster. Frustrated by the back-to-back 
home losses, Lonergan was disap-
pointed as he surveyed his team’s per-

formance postgame.
“People can see from the stands. 

It’s no secret what went on out there. 
I wish I could figure it out. When you 
don’t have depth, you can’t really 
bench guys and it’s tough,” Lonergan 
said. “We’ve got to keep getting better. 
I’m happy Tony’s playing at a high lev-
el and Dwanye gave us what we need, 
some inside scoring. I don’t think we 
were very good defensively, as a team 
and individually tonight, and that cost 
us the game." u

Tiana Myers just wanted to 
get it over with. 

And so, during the very 
first possession of the Co-
lonials game against St. Bo-
naventure Saturday, the se-
nior guard drove in from the 
perimeter and knocked down 
a jumper from the elbow, be-
coming the 26th player in GW 
women’s basketball history to 
score 1,000 points.

“It was a huge sigh of re-
lief,” Myers said.  “Before the 
game, we were joking saying 
lets just get this point so we can 
get on with the game, but really, 
it was amazing.”

During the next whistle, the 
referee handed Myers the ball to 
keep as a memento of her out-
standing feat. It was a tangible 
reminder of her hard work that 
Myers said she always knew 
she could obtain.

“I have a lot of determina-
tion both on the court and in 
the classroom,” Myers said.  
“I think it just comes with my 
personality and always trying 
to be aggressive.”

Though this achievement 
will fall strictly under My-
ers name, she was persistent 
in thanking her fellow team-
mates. Perhaps thinking of the 
hard screens and perfect pass-
es along the way, Myers knew 
that her point total wouldn’t 
have been possible without 
the rest of the GW roster.

It’s an outlook familiar to 
those who watch the women’s 
basketball program closely. 
They’re a tight-knit group, one 
that plays for each other and 
continues to draw together, 
even in the face of an 80-69 loss 
to the Bonnies.

“I’m just really grateful to 
my teammates,” Myers said. 
“If I have to dedicate this to 
anyone, it would be them.  
They’ve been with me every 
step of the way.”

Coming into this season, 
the team’s primary goal cen-
tered around the postseason. 
The Colonials wanted to return 
to the A-10 tournament, and 
then hopefully advance on to 
the NCAA tournament.

Personal accomplishments 
weren’t at the forefront of My-
ers’ mind. Instead, she wanted 
to use her final season as a Co-
lonial in a way befitting the pro-
gram’s team-first identity.

“I wanted to finish off my 
career with my teammates 
strong and build a better re-
lationship with them,” Myers 

said.  “I told myself that if we 
could do that, everything else 
would take care of itself.”

Through the ups and 
downs of the past few seasons, 
Myers has been a key player 
for GW since she first took the 
court as a freshman.  Over her 
first three seasons as a Colonial, 
Myers averaged 9.7 points per 
game while shooting .370 from 
the floor.  She improved each 
year from behind the arc and 
at the free throw line, bring-
ing her averages up to .301 and 
.802, respectively. 

Through seasons charac-
terized by injury and disap-
pointing early exits from post-
season play, Myers remained a 
solid force for the team. With 
her consistent contributions 
and seasoned experience, she 
naturally transitioned into a 
leadership position with the 
Colonials. Still, Myers said, it’s 
a role that draws its strength 
from team unity.

“For me, I try to lead by 
action, but at the same time its 

very important learning to fol-
low,” Myers said. “My team-
mates bring things to the team 
that I don’t and they help me 
become a better player.  We just 
pick each other up.”

Head coach Mike Boze-
man, who took the reins of 
the program when Myers was 
a freshman, has watched the 
guard grow into the highly-
esteemed position she holds 
among GW’s ranks today. 
The source of her accomplish-
ments, Bozeman stressed, is 
her mental toughness.

One thousand points is a 
stand-alone accomplishment 
for any player. But Myers, 
Bozeman emphasized, brings a 
whole lot more to the court than 
her point total.

“Her substance is second to 
none and I really admire her for 
that," Bozeman said.  “She came 
to GW wanting to have a great 
career.  When things got tough, 
you didn’t hear her cry, or pout, 
or moan.  She would just say, 
'Coach, we can do it. ” u

FraNcis rivEra | assisTaNT phoTo EdiTor
Junior guard Lasan Kromah leaps over Massachusetts redshirt senior center 
Sean Carter for a layup Saturday during the Colonials' loss to the Minutemen.

Lack of effort causes Colonials to stumble at home
by ElizabETh TrayNor
Sports Editor

''

''

People can see from the 
stands. It's no secret 

what went on out there.

Mike lonergan
Head Coach

Men's basketball

Myers joins 1,000 career points list
by Nicholas oNg
Hatchet Reporter

FraNcis rivEra | assisTaNT phoTo EdiTor
Senior guard Tiana Myers practices her shooting technique with women's 
basketball head coach Mike Bozeman during a practice last Tuesday.
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Care about...J Street?

Make your voice heard.
Your concerns deserve answers

[
T H E  F I F T H  A N N U A L

February 21, 2012 w 7 p.m. Marvin Center Grand Ballroom

GW Student Media debate
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An independent student newspaper

demand them from your 
Student association candidates.
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