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Arrests increase for
intent to sell drugs
by julie alderman
and matthew kwiecinski
Hatchet Staff Writers

francis rivera | PHOTO editor

''

Freshman Jaggar DeMarco laughs at political parodies with his aide, Renée Bow, in his Thurston Hall room. The New Jersey native
has worked with Disability Support Services for help in the classroom, but said he is looking to meet more of his peers.

Students with disabilities look to connect
by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor
An aide helps Jaggar DeMarco
get to class and put laundry away.
But on Friday nights, the freshman – who has muscular dystrophy and is confined to a wheelchair – is on his own.
He said his disability has limited him from meeting other students, and he often opts to stay in
his Thurston single at night.
“I would like to go out, but
most of the [fraternities] aren’t
accessible, and I’ve heard horror
stories with clubs denying people
in wheelchair entrances,” DeMarco said. He said he has been
to one fraternity party at a house
that has an accessible back patio.

DSS can only help with academics but there’s a lot
more stuff that encompasses having a disability.
JaggAr demarco
Freshman

Disability Support Services
has helped him adjust to academics with classroom and tutoring
services, but it does not focus on
the social transition to college,
which DeMarco said could have
helped him meet other students
and learn from their experiences.
“As great as DSS is, having
peers who are around your age

''

in similar circumstances, is much
easier,” DeMarco said. “DSS can
only help with academics, but
there’s a lot more stuff that encompasses having a disability.”
DeMarco hopes to launch a
support network for students
with disabilities next semester,
See DSS: Page 6

Metropolitan Police officers arrested a student Friday for possession with intent to sell marijuana
and possession of LSD – the sixth
arrest for intent to distribute drugs
this academic year.
Officers seized seven Ziploc
bags of marijuana, a personal supply of LSD and $687 in cash from a
Guthridge Hall room at about 3:48
a.m., according to police documents.
They also discovered a black and
silver scale, as well as empty Ziploc
bags and freezer lock bags in 19-yearold Connor O’Neill’s room.
Six of the seven students arrested for drugs in the first month
of school were busted for intent to
distribute, University Police Chief
Kevin Hay said. During the same
period last year, just one student out
of the five drug arrests was busted
for intent to sell, he said.
This year's busts also uncovered
harder drugs.
Two students were found with
cocaine and ecstasy in Munson Hall
Aug. 31. The other three students
this year were arrested for marijuana, and two were charged with
intent to sell. MPD also arrested a
former student Sept. 20 for possession with intent to sell heroin and
amphetamines, and for having an
unregistered rifle and ammunition.
Last year, four of the five arrests
in the first month of classes involved
marijuana at parks near campus. The
student arrested for intent to distribute was found in Mitchell Hall.
Hay said though the number of
arrests has increased, he does not
consider it unusual, because there
has been “less than one resident arrested for every thousand students”
living on campus.
Students are increasingly alerting UPD of their neighbors' alleged

drug use, Hay said, adding that students report seeing smoke or smelling marijuana in hallways or complain of loud music.
“Some students take offense to
drug use happening in their residence
halls. They don’t want to be around
it, and the students call GWPD,” Hay
said. “As these cases are reported, we
will take action.”
Officers patrolling residence halls
also look out for smoke and odor, he
said, but the force is not adjusting protocol as a result of the recent arrests.
Gabriel Slifka, director of the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, said most students who are
suspended or expelled are caught
with “illegal drugs, such as cocaine,
MDMA, hallucinogens, the possession of marijuana in significant quantities or multiple violations of the University’s drug policies.”
Thirteen drug arrests were made
in 2010 on the Foggy Bottom Campus, according to UPD data filed
with the Department of Education,
compared to the seven reported in the
past month. UPD must report statistics for the 2011 calendar year to the
department next month.
Slifka said the majority of drug
violations on campus are for small
quantities of marijuana and would
not typically result in suspension or
expulsion “unless there are particular aggravating circumstances such
as the distribution of marijuana to
other individuals.”
The office took an educationbased turn this year, outlining consequences for drug violations in a flow
chart. Students who receive violations
for illegal drugs must complete substance abuse education, and first-time
drug users could earn an administrative record and a $50 fine.
Slifka said the Family Education
Rights and Privacy Act barred him
from releasing what disciplinary
actions the office handed out for arrested students. u

SA calls on University to
cover more EMeRG costs
by kaya yurieff
Hatchet Staff Writer
The leader of the Student Association Finance Committee is
asking the University to put more
money toward EMeRG.
The student-run emergency
medical unit receives most of its
funds from the University, but
typically picks up a few thousand
dollars each year from the SA Finance Committee, which allocates
funds from student fees. But this
year, EMeRG requested about
$13,000 for new uniforms, $6,000
to lease a new Ford Explorer for
use on the Mount Vernon Campus and $800 for a new laptop for
record-keeping.
EMeRG received $8,000 from
the SA this year, a $3,000 hike
from last year. The funds are
meant to cover "non-essential"
expenses, while GW picks up its
necessary costs.

Alex Mizenko, the chair of the finance committee, said the costs should
not come out of students' pockets.
“I was shocked to find what
kind of things that EMeRG was
requesting,” Mizenko said. “I just
don’t think these are costs the students should be funding through
what is supposed to be a student
activity fee.”
Mizenko said the SA increased
its financial support for the student-run ambulance service to
show “commitment to student
health,” but said it would not be
sustainable to continue upping the
group's funding in future years.
The finance committee chair
said he was willing to support the
group’s programming, like its CPR
classes, but said the SA should not
pay for new members’ uniforms.
The finance committee has
given EMeRG between $6,000
See EMERG: Page 6

Francis Rivera | photo editor

D.C. Fire and EMS responded to a clothes dryer fire in The Dakota Sept. 10. An investigation completed this week revealed the
smoke detector did not sound in the fifth-floor room. The University said emergency systems in the building worked properly.

Report: Dakota smoke alarm failed to activate
City investigation details
fire cause after two weeks
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor

Hatchet file photo

The Emergency Medical Response Group, which receives funding from the
University and the Student Association, asked the SA for about $20,000 this year.

The smoke detector failed to
go off in the Dakota room where
a clothes dryer caught fire Sept.
10, causing $340,000 in property
damages, an investigation completed this week found.
An “undetermined failure” in
the dryer ’s heating system ignited the fire that sent one student
to GW Hospital for smoke inhalation and prompted more than 50
students to relocate for almost a

week, according to the D.C. Fire
and EMS report.
Junior Justin Solar, one of the
room’s residents who first saw
the fire, told fire officials that day
that he was in his fifth-floor room
when dark smoke started pouring
out of the dryer.
“He then closed the bedroom
doors and exited the apartment. He
stated that the smoke detector did
not alert,” according to the report.
The report deemed the fire accidental.
University
spokeswoman
Michelle Sherrard said a system
panel in the building showed that
all emergency systems, including
smoke detectors, fire alarms and
sprinklers, were able to activate

and function properly.
“Smoke detectors are tested
annually, and health and safety inspectors check residential rooms
four times a year,” she said. “The incident is still under investigation."
If a smoke detector is out of
order, a property owner is considered in violation of D.C.'s fire
code, Department of Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs spokesman Helder Gil said.
He added that the smoke may
not have been strong enough to
trigger the smoke alarm, which is
about 10 to 15 feet away from the
room's dryer.
But one out-of-order smoke
See FIRE: Page 6
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Snapshot

IN Brief

Avenue intersection
to add traffic light
One of Foggy Bottom’s busiest intersections will receive a traffic signal
by December.
The D.C. Department of Transportation will begin installing the signal
at 22nd and I streets, outside Whole
Foods Market, in the “next few weeks,”
project manager Asnake Negussie said
last week.
The traffic light will come one year
after nearly a dozen businesses and
hundreds of apartments opened at The
Avenue complex, sometimes backing
up traffic and crowding pedestrian
crossings.
Six light signals for drivers and two
for pedestrians will be installed, Negussie said at a neighborhood meeting.
University spokeswoman Michelle
Sherrard said the stoplight installation
was “not related to any specific incidents,” and plans were set in 2006 as part
of construction proposals for the area.
The project will cost $250,000 – a
price covered by the complex’s real estate firm Boston Properties under an
agreement with DDOT, Sherrard said.
Boston Properties signed onto a
$220 million lease with the University
to build The Avenue in 2008.
The D.C. Office of Planning said in
2005 that a traffic signal would be crucial
for the area, Jake Stroman, senior project
manager for Boston Properties, said.
Sherrard declined to comment on
whether setting up the stoplight would
affect Science and Engineering Hall
construction at the same intersection.
Pedestrian safety raised concern in
2011, when two students were struck
by vehicles on H Street.
The District sees about 650 cases
yearly in which a pedestrian is struck
by a vehicle, resulting in an average
of 15 pedestrian deaths, according to
DDOT’s website. Pedestrian crashes increased by about 24 percent from 2009
to 2010 – the last year for which data is
available.
The Student Association campaigned for an official campus safety
review last year, specifically looking
at H Street in front of Gelman Library.
DDOT said earlier this year that a full
assessment of the high-traffic intersection could not be completed until nearby construction was finished.
DDOT spokeswoman Monica Hernandez said no other stop lights are
planned for the Foggy Bottom Campus.

–Frankie Kane

shannon brown | hatchet staff PHOTOGRAPHER

The Kappa Alpha Order roasted a 50-pound pig in Kogan Plaza to kick off its recruitment Monday. The fraternity, which was brought to campus in
2008 and remains one of the smallest chapters at GW, has held the event annually to draw in new members. The pig was named Kevin Bacon.
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Tau Kappa Epsilon kicked off rush with
its annual car-smashing event Tuesday.

The Colonials took on the New Jersey
Institute of Technology Wednesday.

Leave the Foggy Bottom bubble and
take the Metro to Mt. Pleasant.

TKE Car Bash

Men’s Soccer vs. NJIT

SEPTEMBER
Thursday
Technology Town Hall

27

Talk technology on campus with the Division
of Information Technology and GW’s Chief
Information Officer David Steinour.
Marvin Center, Continental Ballroom
• 10 a.m. to noon

Friday

Metro Monopoly

28

Saturday

29

The Great Economics Debate

Earth, Wind & Fire

LGBT Alumni Reception

Hear from federal budget experts – former
U.S. senator Alan Simpson and former White
House chief of staff Erskine Bowles – in a
taping of ‘The Aaron Harber Show.’
Jack Morton Auditorium • 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Listen to the 1970s funk sounds
of Earth, Wind & Fire as they
headline Alumni Weekend.
Smith Center
• 8 p.m.

The GW LGBT Alumni Association and the
Lambda Law student organization will host
LGBT alumni over drinks and hors d’oeuvres.
M Street Bar & Grill
• 3 to 5 p.m.
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Admissions office launches 'Only at GW' website
by kierran petersen
Assistant News Editor
The Office of Undergraduate Admissions is latching onto
a catchphrase from the Twittersphere as it completes a sixmonth social media project.
The University launched
an “Only At GW” website
Wednesday – a flashy, interactive website using student
stories to link the GW experience with D.C.
The site allows prospective students to sort GW
headlines, tweets and stories
according to their interests,
such as Greek life, sustainability and media. It is partblog, part-chatroom with
bright designs and technicolor photos portraying campus
life, part of GW's massive rebranding campaign.
“Instead of trying to create a product that’s a fit, and
forcing that fit, we’re going to do something that’s
more organic, that’s already
in the culture of prospective
students,” Associate Vice
President for Undergraduate
Enrollment Marketing Deborah Snelgrove said. "We can
deliver a GW experience on
their own terms.”
The new website largely
repackages existing content,
features from GW Today and
the admissions office’s student blogs.
Its chat function connects students to an admissions representative – part
of the one-on-one “relationship building” that Associate
Vice President and Dean of
Admissions Kathryn Napper
said is key to attracting quality students.
Napper said she wants
prospective students to go on
the new website and think, “
‘I like what that girl is saying

about 'X,’ or ‘I like what that
video says about what’s happening on this front’; ‘I like
what the faculty is doing in
their research,' " even if they
cannot make a campus visit.
Napper said prospective
students can glean a better
understanding of the school
by hearing what real students are doing on and off
campus.
“One of the biggest sellers about the University is our
students, is what each student
experiences from academics to
social life,” Napper said.
It pitches the GW experience as one that includes internships on the Hill, trips to
Nationals games and paddleboating on the Potomac.
Last year, the office
stressed face-to-face communications, but this year
she said she wanted to boost
GW's online presence in correlation with GW's new logo
and branding campaign.
GW’s social media focus
echoes those of admissions
offices across the country
that are spending more on
online outreach, according to
a report by CUnet, a firm that
specializes in higher education marketing.
The study, released Sept.
20, reported that 84 percent
of institutions say traditional marketing approaches
– such as direct mail campaigns or print advertisements – are not enough.
Nearly 50 percent of those
schools said they plan to increase outreach through social media in the next year.
Napper said a large portion of GW's admissions
funds are going toward social media, but said travel for
admissions officers remains
the largest cost.
She said the office does

SCREEN SHOT

The admissions office's website, which lauched Wednesday, allows prospective students to browse GW photos, blogs and archives by their interests.

not track its cost of online
outreach.
Cam Cruickshank, founder of Enrollment Builders, an
enrollment managing con-

sultant firm, said the explosion of social media use by
higher education institutions
will “level the playing field”
for schools nationwide.

“It’s made it less about
how much marketing muscle
a company or college has,
and it’s more about how
good of a quality of the ser-

GW pulls in
largest grant
in its history

Researchers decode health care law
by juliana tamayo
Hatchet Reporter
As the Affordable Care
Act enters a critical phase
and government workers
pore over its regulations,
they are leaning on GW
public health researchers to
help put the controversial
law in place.
Health Reform GPS, a
website run by researchers in the School of Public
Health and Health Services,
is a “one-stop shop for Affordable Care Act implementation,” said Joel Teitelbaum, an associate professor
of health policy.
The website analyzes,
summarizes and highlights
key pieces of the “hundreds
and hundreds of pages” of
regulations.
He said as the clock ticks
on states’ decisions to set up
the insurance exchanges,
the latest step of the implementation of the health care
overhaul, they are increas-

ingly turning to the University for help.
States have until Nov.
16 to declare whether they
will set up their own insurance exchange – an online
marketplace where people
can compare plan prices –
or leave it up to the federal
government.
“When those regulations
come down, we’re responding to it on GPS by writing
about what the regulations
mean. Those are really the
laws that define specifically how the broad statutory provisions are going to
work,” Teitelbaum said.
He said the website has
tallied more than 300,000
separate hits since it started in 2010, and is gaining
steam from federal and
state legislative staff, administrative agencies and
nonprofits, as all eyes turn
to the exchange system.
Thirteen states, plus
D.C., have announced their
own exchanges so far. The

exchanges also provide
more affordable coverage
for people with incomes between 133 and 400 percent
above the poverty line.
Erick Carrera, a health
benefits exchange policy
analyst for Vermont, said
his office is using Health Reform GPS to help guide its
state-run exchange.
“I trust the researchers and think of the site
as a credible source. Since
I’m busy and don’t always
have time to read every
available policy, I frequently look to the Health Reform GPS for relevant and
timely summaries,” said
Carrera, a former public
health student at GW.
The project, funded by
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, is part of the
nearly $40 million in grants
that the health policy department earns each year, making
it the most research-heavy
department at the University, researchers say. u

vice or product is provided
and if the produce or service
deliver the value that the
customer was expecting,” he
said. u

by catherine barnao
Hatchet Staff Writer

michael boosalis | Hatchet photographer

Joel Teitelbaum, an associate professor of health policy, is
spearheading Health Reform GPS, a website that breaks down
each piece of the health care reform law for policymakers.
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The University secured Wednesday the largest research grant in its
history – $134 million to study diabetes drugs.
The record funding haul by John
Lachin, interim director of GW’s Biostatistics Center, is a strong sign for the
University as it aggresively looks to
build up its research profile.
The five-year award from the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases will involve
more than 40 clinical centers. Researchers will track the drugs' ability to lower
glucose levels on 6,000 patients, who
will begin testing in July.
The results will be presented in
2020, Lachin said.
Vice President for Research Leo
Chalupa called the grant "tremendously important" in finding better
treatment for those suffering from
diabetes, while boosting GW's academic prowess.
"An award of this magnitude will
increase the future ranking of GW
among the country's research universities," he said.
Lachin, a professor of biostatistics,
epidemiology and statistics, said in a
release that the project would meet a
“compelling need” for those coping
with the disease.
The University's researchers will
collaborate with Boston’s Massachusetts General Hospital, which ranked
third on U.S. News & World Report’s
list of the country’s elite hospitals for
diabetes and endocrinology this year.
"The total $134 million will be
counted as an award to GW, even
though most of that will be used to
pay the clinical centers and other researchers from other sites around the
country," Lachin said.
GW’s Biostatistics Center, which
performs clinical trials in Rockville,
Md., is one of the University’s most
successful research arms, and pulls in
about $50 million a year in grants. It
will coordinate all research and operations for the project.
The grant is renewable for up to
eight years.
GW researchers brought in $145
million last year, up 40 percent from
five years ago.
The University broke into the National Science Foundation’s top 100
research universities in April, coming
in at No. 99.
University spokeswoman Latarsha Gatlin said she did not know the
previous record for a single grant.
According to the National Institutes of Heath, Type 2 diabetes is the
No. 7 killer in the nation, affecting
nearly 8 percent of U.S. citizens and
becoming more and more prevalent
among young people as the percentage of obese Americans swells.
University researchers earned
other hefty grants earlier this month,
with public health professors pulling
in $24.5 million in a single day.
While the University is looking to
solidify its research reputation, it is also
relying on a surge in external grants to
help fund the $275 million Science and
Engineering Hall, which will open in
2015 and is expected to advance GW's
research operations. u
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“We need to find that love we had when we were 10 or 12 years old. Once we do,
we’ll come back and start winning games again.”
–Alejandro Almodovar, senior goaltender, on a difficult season.
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Weeks of waiting for counseling

Staff Editorial

by John Hayward

A message to the
new counseling
center director
As the number of students seeking mental health services has increased, many students have been
forced to wait weeks to receive
assistance. But such lengthy waits
put students' well-being at risk,
and that is concerning.
Administrators have acknowledged they have hired a new director for the University Counseling Center, and it is clear that the
new leader will have a great deal of
work to do to increase faith in the
center. Mental health should not be
taken lightly, and the long waiting
period indicates that the University
has not made mental health issues
a priority.
While the University has demonstrated some level of commitment to students’ mental health
by offering six free counseling
sessions, the long wait time at the
UCC is a tremendous problem for
those who seek assistance.
This year, Student Health Service has also seen a 40 percent
increase in psychiatric appointments. In just the first month of the
semester, 160 students scheduled
appointments – which makes it
disconcerting that some students
reported they waited several weeks
before seeing help.

Students should
never have to
wait days to see
a clinician, let
alone weeks.
Nationally, mental health issues
have increased by about 10 percent
over the last decade, according to a
2011 study from the American Psychological Association.
Mental health is as important
as physical health. It is just as integral to a positive student experience, as it impacts every facet of
an individual's life. If you are not
well, it can affect everything from
success in academics to having a
healthy social life. The University
should not accept sub par mental
health services.
If students are experiencing
long wait times for appointments,
the counseling center should look
to hire more staff. As it stands, the
counseling center has five staff psychologists, according to its website.
A staffing expansion could make
services more accessible for students in need. The cost of providing adequate mental health services should not be a concern – even if
it means hiring enough counselors
to keep up with demand. It is an
expense administrators should unflinchingly meet.
At this transitional time for
the UCC, it is imperative that the
University address student mental
health issues proactively. Interim
Director Mark Levine told The
Hatchet in a Sept. 24 article that
long wait times are “certainly not
something that has happened often.” But students reported a wait
time of three to four weeks and as
long as six weeks.
Students should never have
to wait days to see a clinician, let
alone weeks.
While the University cannot
be expected to be perfect in every
regard, caring for students should
never take the back burner. The
success of the University is at stake
if students’ emotional well-being is
at risk.
GW has an opportunity to become a national model for other
university health services. It should
be a place where students feel they
can not just grow intellectually, but
also feel secure emotionally.
Last fall, internal controversy
over poor leadership threatened
the success and reputation of the
counseling center.
A new director offers a chance
to start fresh. The key to student
success is strong mental health.
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Get your facts straight this election season

H

ere’s a fact: 83 percent
of Americans think
they aren’t getting the
facts they need to be
educated voters.
In a nation that seems largely
devoid of substantive debate, the
School of Media and Public Affairs is looking to heighten the
level of political discourse with
Face the Facts USA, a project that
provides one fact daily for 100
days before the Nov. 6 election.
Its website has information on
hot button political issues ranging
from education and health care to
taxes and national security.
But while Face the Facts USA
is an admirable attempt to educate and invigorate an increasingly apathetic electorate, facts do
not help if there is no context to
give them meaning. Facts in isolation might be beneficial for people who want to try out for “Jeopardy!,” but they will not help the
average voter on Election Day.
According to Face the Facts
USA, which takes information
from credible government and
research organizations, the tax
on cigarettes increased from 39
cents to $1.01 for a 20-cigarette

Justin
Peligri
Contributing
Editor
pack from 2009.
So what? Who supports the
tax hikes? Who doesn’t? What
does this mean as far as raising
federal revenue? What are the
benefits of taxes on cigarettes?
What are the drawbacks?
“I hope this project will
make people a little smarter, that
they find something that they
haven’t known before.” Frank
Sesno, SMPA director and chief
executive of Face the Facts USA,
told me. “So that then when
they hear the political debate, or
when they hear something that a
candidate says, they have information to superimpose on what
the candidate says.”
The project starts a conversation – and an important one,
at that. But there is still a lot of
work to do.
A recent HBO show, written

Letter to the editor

Delays in getting help can
cost lives and create liability
As the public interest
attorney who first outlined
legal theories under which
victims of the “Dark Knight”
shooting could sue Colorado
University for failing to appreciate and appropriately
treat student James Holmes,
and as one who has studied
other situations where universities were sued when
students with psychological
problems hurt themselves or
others, it is concerning that
GW students who experience emotional or psychological problems may have
to wait up to six weeks for
appointments.
My concern is not only
for the students, but also
about potential legal liability for GW if it is put on
notice of a problem by the
student’s call, and then unnecessarily delays providing appropriate assistance.
What is even more shocking
is that the delays probably
could be slashed by applying common sense.
“The office has seen 160
appointments so far this
year... But Levine said about
60 of this year ’s appointments have been ‘no shows,’
despite phone confirmations
– creating delays that keep
other students from getting
into the office faster,” The
Hatchet reported Sept. 24.

But there are simple techniques, used by others, to
limit “no shows."
The UCC could require
a student to come to the office 60 minutes prior to the
time of his or her actual appointment. Those 60 minutes could be used to fill
out paperwork and to read
over any educational documents. If the student fails
to arrive 60 minutes before
the appointment, the office
could call other students on
a wait list. Since many students live on or near campus, a one-hour alert could
provide an opportunity to
use that time slot. This technique is used by many hospitals, which often require
arrival two hours before a
scheduled operation.
These simple suggestions obviously just begin
to address the problem, and
additional actions probably should be taken by
GW – not only for the sake
of students who are wisely
trying to take the first step
in obtaining the help they
need – but also to reduce the
University’s potential legal
liability should a mentally
unstable student go on to
hurt himself or others.
John Banzhaf
–Professor of public interest
law in the GW Law School
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by renowned screenwriter Aaron
Sorkin, hits on this same idea.
In an early episode of The
Newsroom, character Mackenzie
MacHale, who produces a television show, talks about how,
when presenting the news, there
is one question we must answer:
“Is this information we need in
the voting booth?”
Another question she poses
is, “Is this information in historical context?”
I usually don't believe everything I see on television, but the
show makes a valid point.
Face the Facts USA needs to
make sure its information is presented alongside some context,
and it also needs to make sure
that it can help people make
more informed decisions. Otherwise, people are just left with a
bunch of ideas swirling around
in their brains.
To be fair, at the bottom of
each fact's page, there’s a section
labeled “What do others say?”
that links users to other websites
and articles about the various
issues Face the Facts USA covers. They also have a “Where do
the candidates stand?” box that

links to the presidential candidates’ campaign platforms. But
those are by no means central
focuses of the website.
Having an arsenal of facts
is better than not knowing anything at all – as is the case with
too many voters today.
But the initiative could include
a history about the trajectory of the
issues covered, or a fact-checking
mechanism through which dubious statements made by the candidates could be screened, helping
voters figure out which presidential hopeful most accurately aligns
with their views.
“We are so filled with assertion and accusation and allegation and distorted facts,” Sesno
told me, “that the public is justifiably angry.”
I share his frustrations. It is
discouraging that the news is
devoid of real substance. Face
the Facts USA is a great start,
but in a political race as important as this one, it falls short of
the finish line.
—The writer, a sophomore
majoring in political
communication, is The Hatchet’s
contributing opinions editor.

Let more courses count
for general requirements
Jacob
W
Garber

hen the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences
introduced new curriculum requirements last fall, the idea
was to ensure that all students
would graduate with certain skills,
while also giving them more options when selecting courses.
But despite recent additions to
the requirements, the list of courses that satisfy the general requirements, called GPAC, still seem
limited.
For example, I am planning to
take four semesters of French language, yet none of those courses
will fulfill the oral communication
requirement.
Under the rules, the only language department courses which
count toward this requirement are
German, Italian and Spanish.
Does this mean students in my
French class are not communicating orally?
When the University was mulling over a new general curriculum
for the Columbian College, administrators decided that lower-level
language courses do not give students the skills they want Colonials to receive.
But even with the courses added this fall, there are many leftover
classes that seem like they could
easily fulfill certain requirements.
Take for example, Spanish
department courses like "Latinos
in the U.S.,” “Spanish Language,
Culture, and Society” and “General Readings in Spanish Literature.” Each fulfills the global or

Columnist

cross-cultural GPAC requirement,
but somehow, the English department course “Latino Literature
and Culture,” does not.
Does this mean that, by taking
“Latino Literature and Culture,” a
student isn’t gaining a global or crosscultural perspective? Likely not.
Students can demonstrate the
same skill sets in many courses
that do not fall under the general
requirements, and the list of GPAC
courses should be expanded.
By only attributing these learning objectives to a narrow list of
GPAC courses, the Columbian College inadvertently diminishes the
merit of courses that are not included on the list.
Since last semester, the school
has added a number of classes to
the list. “Public Communication”
now counts toward the oral communication requirement. “French
Language, Culture, and Society II”
now fulfills the global or cross-cultural perspective requirement.
Although many new courses
were added to the list, there is still
room to grow.
A curriculum should encourage
students to take courses that most
interest them.
—The writer, a sophomore majoring
in English, is a Hatchet columnist.
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NYU opens D.C. campus
Competitor's
campus sits near
Foggy Bottom
by kierran petersen
Assistant News Editor
One of GW’s fiercest
admissions rivals opened a
D.C. study away program
Monday, opening its new
academic and residence hall
complex just 14 blocks from
Foggy Bottom.
New York University’s
newest off-site program, at
1307 L St., NW, gives students the chance to spend
up to three semesters in
the nation’s capital before
they return to the bustle of
America's largest city.
The newly constructed
building includes classrooms, dorm rooms, offices
and a 140-seat auditorium.
The program includes about
25 students this semester,
but NYU spokesman John
Beckman said the school's
enrollment could surpass
120 students per semester
in the next few years.
Like a study abroad program, NYU students who
live and take classes in D.C.
will pay the same price as
they do on its main campus.
Out of GW’s 14 market
basket schools, or similar
institutions, 11 have programs that allow students
to spend a semester in D.C.
But NYU is the first to build
a home within the Beltway.
To make use of the D.C.
location, Beckman said the
campus will focus on government and journalism – some
of GW’s strong suits academically – in addition to art.
Frank Sesno, director
of the School of Media and
Public Affairs, said NYU’s
decision to move to D.C.
“merely underscores” the
fact that GW’s location gives
students an advantage.

"We are a four-year experience. We have
better resources to take better advantage
of, as opposed to one building in the
middle of Washington D.C. that is a
one-semester or two-semester thing.”
kathryn napper

Associate Vice President and Dean of Admissions
“Our students keep getting better by nearly every
measure. So while it’s good
to have additional competition, we’re very confident
that we are now and will remain the go-to place for the
study of media and public
affairs in Washington and
beyond,” Sesno said.
John Sides, associate
professor of political science, said he thinks students
who want to be in D.C. will
still choose GW, because the
University gives them the
chance to live in the area for
four years, rather than just
the length of an internship.
In 2011, the most recent
National Research Council
ranking, GW’s political science program came in as
No. 24 compared to NYU’s
No. 5 ranking.
Kathryn Napper, associate vice president and dean
of admissions, said the new
campus would not be competition for the University,
even though many students
who apply to GW also apply to NYU.
“We have the 'pure
thing,' ” she said. “We are
a four-year experience. We
have better resources to
take better advantage of, as
opposed to one building in
the middle of Washington
D.C. that is a one-semester
or two-semester thing.”
Napper said she is always conscious of competition among colleges, but she

said the University has retained its popularity despite
other schools' programs
cropping up in the District.
NYU has built up its international reputation, with
study away programs on six
continents, Beckman said.
The school also has a
full-fledged campus in Abu
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and it is building one
in Shanghai.
GW has also been building up its international scope
– recently acquiring campus
space in Suzhou, China and
working on a four-year degree program that spans
D.C., China and France.
The construction for NYU's
study away building was
funded by a $10 million donation by an NYU alumnus
and owner of a real estate
company. The land, valued
at $5 million, was donated
by a shareholder in a government relations firm.
NYU ranked more than
20 spots higher than GW
in the U.S. News & World
Report this year, with GW
coming in at No. 51. It also
received double the number
of applications GW did.
The college's endowment has long dwarfed
GW's, though the admissions
rates remain similar. In 2011,
NYU’s endowment was valued at $2.7 billion while
GW’s peaked at $1.3 billion.
—Cory Weinberg
contributed to this report.

carolyn wallace | hatchet photographer

New York University's new study away building, located at 1307 L St., NW, includes classrooms, dorm
rooms, offices and a 140-seat auditorium. The program will specialize in arts, journalism and politics.

CRIME LOG

Simple Assault / Destruction /
Liquor Law Violation

Destruction

09/17/12 – 9 p.m.
Location: 20th Street and Pennsylvania
Avenue
Case closed

A female student reported to the University
Police Department that she had an altercation
with a pedestrian. As she drove past him, he
struck her side mirror, nearly tearing it off.

09/22/12 – 2:55 a.m.
Location: Mitchell Hall
Case closed

UPD responded to a complaint of an
intoxicated female student refusing to leave
a male student’s room. She had spilled wine
on his shirt and floor and was transported to
the hospital. Officers found out later she also
threw an air mattress at the male student.

–Referred for disciplinary action

–No identifiable suspect

Robbery Pick-Pocket/ Credit
Card Fraud
09/19/12 – 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: 2200 Pennsylvania Avenue
Case open

Unaffiliated female subject reported her
credit card was stolen while she was
waiting in line at Roti. She later noticed
fraudulent charges on her card.

–Case open

Destruction

09/22/12 – Midnight to 1 a.m.
Location: Thurston Hall
Case open

A female student reported to UPD that
someone tore down posters outside her door.

–Case open

Theft

9/22/12 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gelman Library
Case closed

A female unaffiliated with the University
reported that her purse was stolen in the
Gelman Starbucks. Her purse was later
found dumped behind a bench, with her
cash and credit cards missing.

–No suspects

09/23/12 – 10:35 a.m.
Location: 22nd and F streets
Case closed

A female reported to UPD that her wallet
was stolen out of her purse after she left it
unattended on a bench.

–No suspects or witnesses
–Compiled by Aaron Goodtree
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FIRE
from p. 1
alarm “is not an egregious
violation,” said Bruce Faust,
deputy fire chief and fire
marshal at D.C. Fire and

DSS
from p. 1
after the adjustment to college becomes smoother.
The University focuses
its disability services on academics and does not have
programs or organizations
geared toward easing the
social transition to college,
DSS Director Christy Willis
said.
The academically focused office has stepped up
its one-on-one support this
year, adding time management and writing tutoring,
Willis said. It also created
partnerships with the University Writing Program
and GW Law School this
fall and will launch a workforce recruitment program
for students with disabilities next month.
But as the office builds
up, Willis said its focus
will remain in the classroom. There are no guide
programs for disabled students, like the support systems that exist for veterans,
transfers, international students and freshmen.
“Certainly we play a
role in access to Universitysponsored events, but in
terms of social integration,
it’s not really our role,” Willis said. “We serve as a referral resource to needing

EMERG
from p. 1
and $8,000 in recent years.
But the SA cannot direct
specific expenditures for
any organizations it funds.
EMeRG typically transports about 30 students a
week to the hospital, saving students an $800 charge
for D.C. Fire and EMS's service.
EMeRG
coordinator
Stephen Gerber said the
University put forward the
funding for operational
costs, like $12,000 for a
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EMS.
He said if the entire system failed, or if a fire exit
was blocked, GW would
face an immediate fine.
Faust said in this case, city
inspectors would check
out the faulty detector, but
he said he did not know

whether they had visited
The Dakota yet.
“We have 20,000 buildings in this city to inspect
and 30 inspectors to do it,”
Faust said.
Another resident who
was interviewed “stated
that the dryer needed to be

run several cycles in order
to dry clothing," according
to the report.
Damage to the building
was “minor,” according to
the report, which indicated
$10,000 worth of belongings
in addition to the property
damages. The sprinkler sys-

tem, which also soaked
rooms on lower floors of
the building, helped control
most of the fire.
When fire officials investigated room 501, “a pile
of partially burned clothing
was found in [the] kitchen
with melted distorted plas-

tic dispersed throughout the
pile, and a dryer was located on the floor of the apartment hallway, which had
obviously been removed
from the laundry closet.”
The fire department responded to the call in under
three minutes. u

additional support outside
of the classroom.”

regular meetings. He said
Miller also pushed him to
advocate for student issues
even after his bid for Student Association executive
vice president failed.
“I would have benefited
from [a student guide program], but I think what’s
important is that students
seek out mentors who understand them. Tim understood what I needed and
understood me,” said BellKrasner, who is diagnosed
with a developmental disability called Non-Verbal
Learning Disorder. He graduated in 2008 and works for
President Barack Obama’s
re-election campaign.
A support group would
help many students meet
and share their experiences
if it worked similarly to the
other programs that focus
on individualized mentorship, he said.
Nationally, the number
of students with learning
disabilities seeking college
degrees has doubled in the
last decade, according to
a 2010 report by the Pope
Center for Higher Education Policy. The number of
GW students with disabilities – both mental and physical – has remained steady
in recent years.
About 750 students have
opted to receive services
from DSS, a figure that has
remained at relatively the

same level, Willis said.
There are about 40 mobility-impaired
students,
with three, including DeMarco, requiring a wheelchair. There are about 250
students who report mental
and psychological disabilities to GW, Willis said.
In 2011, the most recent
data available, there were
about 430 students with
learning disabilities, such
as ADD and ADHD.
Eight of GW’s 14 market
basket institutions, or similar schools, include social
components in their disability support offices, like
New York, Boston, Tulane
and Vanderbilt universities.
Thousands of students
at Washington University
in St. Louis participate in
the Cornerstone Center for
Advanced Learning, which
bridges academic tutoring and social networking
through peer mentors, according to the program’s
website. The program offers
leadership training, personal relationships and cultural programs for students
with disabilities as well as
for students who come from
low-income or first-generation college families.

es in community inclusion
for the disabled, and said
both mentally and physically disabled students need to
grow and feel accepted during college.
“The key thing for many
students with disabilities is
building relationships, but
it is harder for disabled students to get invited,” Gaventa said. “People see them
in terms of their disability
and not the shared interest
they have.”
He said some students
with disabilities would
benefit from a campus or
student-run social group,
while others would not
want to single themselves
out.
Sophomore Alexa Dectis, diagnosed with spinal
muscular atrophy, said she
has found support in the
GW Entertainment Society.
“When I look in the mirror, I don’t see a wheelchair,
so I don’t know if [a student organization] would
be something I would be
active in if it existed,” she
said.
She added that adapting
to life on campus was largely smooth, and that she is
able to go out with friends
by requesting wheelchairaccessible cabs and calls
clubs and bars beforehand
to determine if they are accessible.
Mobility-impaired stu-

dents cannot get into some
of the bars around Foggy
Bottom, like those at 19
and M streets, because they
are not compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities
Act, first passed in 1990.
Townhouses along F
and G streets, which house
Greek chapters and departments like anthropology
and American studies, are
not required to comply with
the act because they are historic buildings.
DSS
receives
about
$50,000 a year to update facilities in compliance with
the ADA, and Willis said
the fund is used to update
residential
rooms
with
handicap accessories, but
the amount is not typically
spent in full.
DeMarco said his nursing aide, Renée Bow, helps
him get around campus
and takes him out to lunch
around Foggy Bottom. She
also has helped him plan a
trip to the Lady Gaga concert in February.
“He never wants to get
out of the room, but I try to
get him out,” Bow, a nursing
student at Prince George’s
Community College, said.
DeMarco said the student organization he plans
to launch would help him
branch out. “Students going through the same thing
as you can be a much bigger
support,” DeMarco said. u

zations, which is nearing
500. Earlier this month, he
proposed the SA increase
student fees by $1 per credit
hour to double their existing budget.
Darrell Darnell, the senior associate vice president
of safety and security, said
uniforms are “non-essential
items” for EMeRG, and
said the University would
not purchase them for the
group.
“The University fully
supports EMeRG and believes it provides a vital
and important service that
enhances the safety of our
students and the GW com-

munity,” Darnell said.
Other student organization leaders, including coexecutive producer for the
Generic Theatre Company
Rachel Bell, called out the
SA for funding EMeRG's
extra expenses.
“EMeRG needs to be an
entity of the University that
is completely separate from
the Student Association,"
she said.
The SA's allocation decisions went out Monday, but
groups have until Oct. 1 to
appeal for additional funds.
The allocations bill will
reach the Senate floor Oct. 1
for approval. u

A community feel

Over the years, DSS has
fielded requests from parents who want their children to get more involved
on campus and asked the
office to step up programming with student interactions, most commonly when
their student is on the autism spectrum, Willis said.
Some of DSS programs
help students communicate
better and become more
independent, she said, in
addition to referring students to private-practice
life coaches across Foggy
Bottom.
Director of the Center
for Student Engagement
Tim Miller has also met with
four or five students on the
autism spectrum in the last
few years, helping them develop leadership skills and
campus connections.
The CSE has not created
specific programming for
disabled students, Miller
said, because many don’t
want to be defined by their
disabilities. He added that
even without a formal mentorship program, DSS maintains a “community and
family feel.”
One of Miller ’s former
mentees, Elliot Bell-Krasner, said Miller built up his
confidence through their
second ambulance and supplies, “without any trouble.”
Gerber said he does not
think EMeRG’s requests
were extraordinary, because
the group asked for funding
for the EMS Day showcase,
which takes place in Kogan
Plaza.
“Over the years, EMeRG
has increasingly been seen
as an essential service of the
University, and the University has graciously provided funding for our organization accordingly,” Gerber
said.
Student groups requested $3.3 million dollars this

A time for growth

Pediatrics professor at
the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey, Bill Gaventa, specializ-

"The University fully supports EMeRG and
believes it provides a vital and important
service that enhances the safety of our
students and the GW community."
Darrell darnell

Senior Associate Vice President
Office of Safety and Security
semester from the finance
committee, which had only
$940,000 dollars to give

out. Mizenko said he was
worried about the growing
number of student organi-

Sports

Number
crunch
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The men's golf team's place, of
16 teams, in the Hartford Hawk
Invitational Tuesday.

becky crowder | senior staff photographer

Men's basketball freshman Joe McDonald, center, walks through the Jefferson Memorial with other student-athletes. The memorial was one of the athletic department's stops on its annual Student Leadership Day.

Colonials head to the Mall for leadership development

by brennan murray
Hatchet Staff Writer
Second-year athletic director Patrick Nero’s top measure of success is
how well-prepared his student-athletes are for life after Foggy Bottom.
A newfound focus on crafting
leaders in the classroom and community has been a crucial piece of
the athletic department’s year-old
strategic plan. It is a push to increase
the well roundedness of student-athletes – a push Nero said was missing
prior to his arrival, and a movement
he hopes will motivate players to live
and compete with a greater sense of
purpose as Colonials and as members of their communities.
It was exemplified by Sunday’s
Student-Athlete Leadership Day, in
which the department headed to the
National Mall to continue building
programs that seek strength of character as their cornerstones.
“People perform better when
they are competing for a purpose.
And I think days like [Sunday] really

hit home for them in that they are representing something. They are representing a university, and they are representing a university that wants them
to be successful,” Nero said. “They
are getting closer to their teammates,
getting closer to other athletes.”
Coaches, nearly 450 studentathletes and other members of the
athletic department joined together
for the second annual leadership
day, one that preached a message
of respect, determination and commitment. Men’s soccer head coach
Craig Jones called the three terms,
which were emblazoned on the back
of shirts worn by all participants, the
“pillars of life as a Colonial” during
the day’s final speech.
Throughout the day, various
groups of athletes traveled to memorials on the National Mall, reflecting
on how their pillars were also demonstrated by respective figures in
American history.
The newly coined ideals of the
department strike a chord with various athletes, including women’s

cross country senior Juliana Stern.
Sidelined for two seasons after tearing a tendon in her knee, Stern said
determination is the perfect way to
describe her return to competition.
“I think it’s good that we get
these messages reinforced as athletes,” Stern said. “Determination
was something I had to realize I had
for me to become the student-athlete
that I am now.”
In tandem with preaching the new
core values to the Colonials, Nero and
his staff continue to seek to increase
the communication between various facets of the athletic community.
Sunday’s activities randomly split up
the student-athletes, as opposed to
grouping players by teams.
Coaches, too, participated in
the day's events, including problemsolving and team building activities
on the Mall. It was a tangible reminder of Nero’s message of a unified athletics identity.
For coaches who lead teams
that might not otherwise be at the
forefront of the department, build-

ing support and recognition among
fellow coaches and athletes is a key
step in raising the confidence and accountability of their own athletes.
Dawn Buth, the women’s tennis
head coach, said building a strong
support base within the athletic department is one of the best motivational tools for her team.
“Support in numbers and support in resources is critical,” Buth
said. “Knowing that when we’re
going out to play a tennis match on
the Vern and we’ve got players from
squash or from basketball coming
out to support us in the same way
that we support them is just a critical
part of how we feel valued.”
Nero said he is confident GW athletics can someday serve as a model for
collegiate sports programs throughout the nation, and those working for
him share that view. Men’s basketball
head coach Mike Lonergan said the
progress under Nero’s plan is already
tangible when examining recruitment
across the department.
“From a recruiting standpoint,

telling kids about some of the things
that have been initiated under Patrick
Nero’s leadership, I think that really
helps,” Lonergan said. “Sometimes a
17- or 18-year-old may not appreciate it, but I think the parents of these
kids really do. They want their kids
to be prepared for the real world.”
Nero, who meets with nearly
every prospective student-athlete before they enroll at GW, said character
is the first quality he looks for when
making his assessments, not talent.
His most important role as athletic director is to help build that
character, he said, and days like Sunday’s leadership-focused sessions
underline that intent.
“We would rather lose every
game with a bunch of student-athletes who have great character than
win and constantly have character
issues. For us it’s not worth it,” Nero
said. “If ultimately we want to be
judged by the type of students we
develop, then we have to make sure
that there’s that balance in their lives.
They have to want that as well.”u

Men's soccer | GW 1, NJIT 0

Left: Emily Hawthorne | Hatchet photographer, right: ashley lucas | contributing photo editor

Left: Sophomore Andri Alexandersson takes the ball down the field Wednesday, struggling to keep it away from a NJIT defender. Right: Junior Bailey Hinners heads the ball, defending a free kick Wednesday afternoon.

GW falls by single goal to the Highlanders

by brennan murray
Hatchet Staff Writer
Though a lack of risk-taking has
doomed the Colonials multiple times
this season, GW’s players have yet to
adhere to head coach Craig Jones’ “you
can’t win if you don’t shoot” advice.
After a tight 2-1 home loss to fellow Beltway team UMBC on Saturday,
the Colonials (3-5) looked to redeem
themselves with a non-conference victory Wednesday at the Mount Vernon
Campus. But more than a few cases
of offensive hesitation combined with
one major lapse on the defensive side
allowed the NJIT Highlanders to grab
a 1-0 victory, marking the third consecutive loss for GW.
“You expect to win every game.

You always want to win,” Jones said.
“Losing the way we lost today was
certainly disappointing.”
Time of possession was near
even throughout the first half, and
although both sides found shooting
opportunities in the opening minutes, the Colonials and Highlanders
settled into a groove shortly after,
firmly clamping down on their security in front of the net.
Typical of their play so far this
season, GW’s offense took just one
shot over the first 45 minutes of play.
NJIT, on the other hand, found more
success moving into the Colonials’
zone, striking for goal seven times
in the half and 15 on the day, compared to GW’s total of three. The Colonials’ lack of confidence in the box

is a trend that Jones said was baffling
to him, especially considering how
much time his team works on situational shooting during practices.
“I think we’ve done everything
short of bringing in a psychologist in
here to get us over that block,” Jones
said. “We’re the most unselfish team,
and we just want to pass to someone
else, I think. It’s strange.”
The shot discrepancy between
teams in the first half perhaps foreshadowed what was to come in the
second half. Though the two sides remained knotted at zero until the 83rd
minute, a late breakdown for the Colonials’ defense led to a Highlander
breakaway and score just seven minutes from the final whistle.
Senior goaltender Alejandro Alm-

odovar, who tallied seven saves on the
day, said that his team needs to start
having more fun on the field in order
to get back to their winning way.
“We’re here because we love soccer, and I think we’re losing it a little,”
he said. “We need to find that love we
had when we were 10 or 12 years old.
Once we do, we’ll come back and start
winning games again.”
Senior forward Seth Rudolph attributed the losing effort to a lack of
energy, both from the players on the
field and the supporting cast on the
sidelines. He also noted that despite
the closeness of the team, sometimes
that sense of unity deteriorates at inopportune moments during games.
“I’m just very disappointed. Especially at the end of the game we

just didn’t bring the energy to make it
happen. That was all 11 of us and the
guys on the bench,” Rudolph said.
“We have lapses where we just don’t
come together, and we have to figure
that out. That starts now.”
First on Jones’ list of areas of improvement is the attack. NJIT shot five
times as many times as the Colonials,
a glaring statistic no matter the opponent. GW’s consistency, too, is something Jones will look to improve upon,
so that crippling defensive breakdowns cease to occur in the future.
For now though, the coach needs
some time to reflect on the loss.
“On days like this you have to go
home and calm down a little bit before
you address the guys. You have to look
at the positive things,” Jones said. u
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Events off the Foggy Bottom Campus

SW Artsfest

Southwest Waterfront
Sept. 29
Free

H

gotye, missy higgins, jonti
Merriweather Post Pavilion
Sept. 30
$30

Photos By: albert liu, cameron lancaster, nicole barth, corey zagone, boting wu | hatchet photographers

The northern D.C. neighborhood Mt. Pleasant is a treasure trove of cheap eats, affordable shopping and authentic Latin American charm. Hop on the Metro and go exploring.

Metro Monopoly: A little Latin America
Destination: Mt. Pleasant, just two blocks ing on the wall and old men singing along and
west of the Columbia Heights Metro stop.
swaying to the Mexican corrido music, with
A journey along at least two Metro lines mid-day Coronas in hand.
from Foggy Bottom is required
While at Marleny’s you must
to reach this northern D.C.
order a pupusa ($1.75 each) – a
neighborhood.
thick, flat corn meal tortilla filled
Margaret Kahn
Just past the hustle and
with hot, melted cheese. Marbustle of Columbia Heights’ bigleny’s serves them with coleslaw
box stores sits a cozy residential
and tomato-based sauce. Two will
pueblo with a distinct Latin American feel. You easily fill you up for a mere $3.50. Pair them
will know you’ve arrived at Mt. Pleasant when with a cup of horchata ($2.50), a Mexican cinthe bus advertisements change to Spanish.
namon-infused milk drink, and you will have
While the neighborhood is rapidly gentri- the perfect cosmopolitan meal: cheap, filling
fying, and many Hispanic residents are moving and international. Next time, I plan on trying
to more affordable suburbs, this neighborhood the pupusas revueltas, which are stuffed with
still feels like little Latin America. Well-dressed meat, beans and cheese.
abuelitos on benches yelled Spanish catcalls my
After refueling at Marleny’s, I wandered
way as I walked by Byzantine-style churches farther down the road to Logan’s Antiques – a
and family-owned bodegas on every corner.
history buff’s dream destination. Surrounded
Hungry and lured by the promise of authen- by piles of African statues and old furniture, I
tic Salvadorian-Mexican-American fusion cui- discovered the not-for-sale collection, rife with
sine, my first stop was Marleny’s Restaurant.
African American memorabilia, ranging from
Memories of vacationing in Panama flood- “Darkie Toothpaste” to a 7-Eleven Obama ’08
ed back to me as I took in fútbol flags hang- cup. This brief look into the District’s past is

as good as you’ll get in any museum, and here
you can actually touch the artifacts.
Consider thrift shopping a varsity sport?
Frugalista is a neighborhood go-to for fairlypriced business and casual apparel organized
by brand. I picked up Banana Republic cardigan ($13) in perfect condition – a great score
for an upcoming interview.
Mt. Pleasant also offers free community
events. Outdoor Movies in Lamont Park shows
a classic 80’s film each Friday at 7:15 p.m. Last
weekend's showing of “The Princess Bride”
drew crowds of families, couples and hipsters
alike. If you can manage to get up early, head
to the Mt. Pleasant Farmers' Market, which
promises a bounty of fresh produce every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through Dec. 22.
For your next off-campus excursion,
head to Mt. Pleasant. Sample authentic Latin-American cuisine, shop without draining your wallet and take in the atmosphere.
When you return to Foggy Bottom, you will
feel worldlier – and for only the price of a
round-trip Metro ride. u
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MT. PLEASANT
Marleny's Restaurant
3201 Mt. Pleasant St., NW

Logan's Antiques
3118 Mt. Pleasant St., NW

Frugalista

3069 Mt. Pleasant St., NW
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Fourteenth Grade Players' annual Welcome Back One-Acts will take the stage Thursday at the
Dorothy Betts Marvin Theatre, after facing technical difficulties at the Lisner Downstage.

Darkness forces
plays out of Lisner
by Katie willard
Hatchet Reporter
The Fourteenth Grade
Players were stuck in darkness three days before opening night.
Facing a broken light
board at the Lisner Downstage – a small, blackbox theater in the auditorium's basement – just before their annual
Welcome Back One-Acts
would take the stage, the cast
and crew made a last-minute
move Tuesday to the Dorothy
Betts Marvin Theatre.
“It’s definitely exciting
to be in a new space. It’s going to be fun to just jump in,
and it’s basically do-or-die,
so it’s cool,” sophomore Emily Messing, who is directing
one of the three one-act plays
in this year’s production,
said.
Compared to the compact
downstage, the theater in the
Marvin Center is much larger, with stadium seating and
wider stage space.
Betts Theatre poses new
obstacles for the directors.
Shira Herald, one of the three
directors, said her one-act

show was planned with the
intimacy of the downstage in
mind, but she hopes her actors
can make it work. The sophomore was inspired to write
her one-act, "Way-station,"
after a six-hour bus trip. She
meets a newlywed woman,
and they form a friendship
with lasting effects.
“I do think it’s a show
where, as long as the actors
work extra hard to push and
engage the audience, it’s going to work in the larger setting,” she said. “I wanted to
write a play about someone
sitting on a bench the whole
time to see if I could take that
idea and make it interesting
to watch."
The second play, directed
by Messing, Jonathan Rand’s
"Check Please," showcases
a series of blind dates with
characters like a lonely mime,
a burlap-wearing hipster, a
4-year-old child and an unlucky hypochondriac. Each
date starts smoothly but takes
unexpected twists and turns.
The second play in this
year’s lineup, "This is a Play,"
takes a look into the life and
mind of an actor.

“I guess the easiest, yet
most complex way to say to
describe this play is 'This is
a Play' is a play about a play
within a play. So it’s like ‘playception,’ ” sophomore director Philip Anderson said.
Anderson said he was excited by the last-minute move
to Betts Theatre because it
will provide an opportunity
to make final adjustments
to his piece's in-the-moment
comedy scenes.
Despite a change in
venue, the tradition of Fourteenth Grade Players’ annual one-act plays remain.
The group has consistently
attracted new members
through the kickoff production, building the company
for the year ahead.
“There are a ton of freshmen or first-time ‘Fourteenth’
company participants, and
we’re just really excited to
bring in a bunch of new faces and spread the love, so to
speak,” senior Peter Guren,
artistic director of Fourteenth
Grade Players, said.
The Welcome Back OneActs will premiere Thursday
at 8 p.m. u

Classifieds

STUDENT
HOUSING
Fully furnished
studio w/views
of Georgetown
& Rosslyn. 24hr
security and
gym,$2,400/mo
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includes water,
trash, electric, gas,
cable, internet &
phone, no pets,
non-smoker, call
703-625-0289

JOBS
Research Assistant
Self-motivated
student needed to
assist with basic
research tasks such
as online research,
preparation of
bibliographies,
management of
electronic and
paper-based
filing systems,
correspondence
with other
researchers, etc.
$10/hour.
Email
jheffner@gwu.edu
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