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BACK TO THE WHITE HOUSE
president wins four more years • students CHEER along
pennsylvania avenue • NINE gw alumni elected to congress

zachary krahmer | senior staff PHOTOGRAPHER

Thousands flooded the area in front of the White House's North Lawn Tuesday as news outlets projected a second term for President Barack Obama. Some students poured champagne, climbed trees
and cheered, 'Four more years' and 'U.S.A.' The Secret Service tried to control the mobs and back individuals off the White House gates.

VOTED IN SUPPORT OF

by sarah ferris
Senior News Editor

same-sex marriage

When President Barack Obama begins
his second term in January, he will have four
years to deliver on campaign promises made
this fall, facing the same partisan political
backdrop as his first term.
To sway young people, Obama stumped
on jobs and college affordability – issues
that higher education and economic experts
warned would be difficult to make good on
without bipartisan support.
Obama touted his reform of federal loans
– cutting out banks as the middlemen between
colleges and students – and the expansion of
Pell Grants as his biggest higher education
successes. He also lobbied Congress to prevent
federal student loan rate from doubling to 6.2
percent, using the tagline, "Don't double my
rate." And the president also promised to con-
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for more election night coverage, see pages 3 & 5
tinue growing the financial aid pool and take
further action against rising college costs.
But Iris Comens Rotberg, a research professor of education policy in the Graduate School
of Education and Human Development, said
Obama’s higher education priorities, particularly federal grants, will require additional
funding from Congress to stay afloat – and
cross-aisle support.
“[Obama] certainly has put forward in the

campaign what he’d like to do, but whether it's
doable is another question,” she said, pointing
to budget constraints and mandatory budget
cuts. “The hope is that [federal aid] won’t be
cut way back. It’s unclear what will happen."
House Republicans retained control of
the chamber with 233 seats over the Democrat’s 193 seats.
The “status quo” election will likely lead
to two more years of stalemate, political sci-

ence professor Sarah Binder said.
“We’re really in the same place we were
yesterday,” Binder, who is also a senior fellow
with the Brookings Institute, said. She added
that polarized branches would continue to
wage budget battles over how to cut spending
and trim from the mounting deficit.
That gridlock could make it tougher for
Obama to address the rising cost of college
attendance. He will have to work with both
chambers of Congress to reach a deal on the
looming fiscal cliff, which would spur $600
million in spending cuts and tax breaks by
Jan. 2. Obama faced two budget crises in his
first term, both ending with brinkmanship
and last-minute deals.
Mark Kantrowitz, founder and publisher
of the college affordability website FinAid.org,
said education programs will be a target for
See OBAMA: Page 6

Students
take to the
streets in
celebration

Maryland
approves
same-sex
marriage

by cory weinberg and
catherine barnao
Hatchet Staff Writers

by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor

Four years later, students
dashed again down Pennsylvania
Avenue and across 17th Street to
revel in the reelection of President
Barack Obama.
The anxious waiting game as
Obama racked up electoral votes
broke into a rowdy after-party in
front of the White House – a GW
and D.C. tradition.
News outlets announced an
Obama win against Republican challenger Mitt Romney at about 11:15
p.m., after the president clinched
Ohio. The news was the starting
gun for the swarm of students to
head four blocks east.
Horns honked and cheers of
"four more years" and "U.S.A."
could be heard for blocks as the
thick crowd piled to the edge of
Lafayette Park.
Sophomore David Harvey

others clutched beer cans and even
pulled out joints. People scaled trees
and waved American and LGBT
pride flags – a liberal victory march
in a blue city close to several leftleaning universities.
Freshman Tyler Varian said the

When alumna Cayo Gamber
legally adopted her partner’s
daughter, she had to explain to
the 7-year-old why her moms
weren’t married.
Twelve years later, the Maryland couple’s now-19-year-old
daughter, Blake, is helping her
parents plan their wedding. The
state approved same-sex marriage
through a narrow 52 percent in a
referendum Tuesday.
Gamber, a professor of university writing and women’s studies,
will wed her 25-year partner, Sera
Morgan, next year. The couple
met while earning doctorate degrees from GW and plan to file
marriage paperwork on Jan. 1, the
day the law takes effect.
“We’ve always been a family together, and at last, we’re going to be

See STUDENTS: Page 6

See MARYLAND: Page 5
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Students dashed down Pennsylvania Avenue at about 11:15 p.m., cheering for another four years for the Obama administation.

said his joy was buoyed by a personal connection he felt with the
president.
“My mother’s a single mother,
and it’s great to have someone who
knows what it’s like to be struggling
to put food on the table,” he said.
“It’s huge. It’s really big.”
A sea of stretched arms raised

iPhones to snap photos and mark
the moment GW students cherish:
witnessing a presidential election
in the nation's capital. For about
an hour, the area outside the
White House beared more resemblance to a dorm room party than
a tourist attraction.
Some poured champagne while
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Inaugural Ball tickets
sell out within 24 hours
Tickets for the University’s Inaugural Ball
sold out Tuesday, just minutes after President
Barack Obama was reelected and less than 24
hours after sales opened up.
All 5,500 tickets were purchased by
11:51 p.m., University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said.
The sixth-ever ball, the largest in GW
history, will take place Jan. 21 at the extravagant Omni Shoreham Hotel near
Woodley Park.
Election Day got off to an early start for
hundreds of students, who staked out the
Marvin Center as early as 4 a.m. to snag Inaugural Ball tickets for $100 each – the steepest
price tag yet for the event.
Non-student tickets sold for $150. In
2008, tickets sold for $85 on Election Day
and $75 in 2004.
Sherrard did not return a request for
comment about the breakdown of the different types of tickets sold.
By the time sales opened at 6:30 a.m.,
a line of about 300 students snaked around
the building’s first floor and down to the
lower level by the bookstore. The first students in line, most of them freshmen, said
they sat bundled-up outside for two hours
until the building opened.
Dozens of students were in line at about
4:30 a.m., mostly sitting and chatting with
friends or using laptops. As 6:30 a.m. approached, excitement grew, and students
played songs like “We are the Champions.”
Kathryn Bugg, executive director of University events, said Tuesday that GW would
likely sell tickets throughout the day, moving
to the third floor during the watch parties.
“We are expecting to sell out by the end
of the day again, though there are more tickets this time, so we’ll see. There’s a lot of
buzz this year,” she said.
This year, the University opened up
sales for all of its tickets on Election Day. In
2008, GW only offered 4,000 tickets on the
first day of sales, releasing an additional
1,200 two weeks later.
“It’s a great once-in-a-GW-student’s-lifetime experience, so if you’re going to go, this is
your shot to go,” Peter Konwerski, senior associate provost and dean of student affairs, said.
He added that each of the seven ballrooms would have a different musical
theme, from pop music to more traditional
big band music.
Freshman Jessika Eglin stood in line at 6:30
a.m. Tuesday and said she would enjoy the
ball regardless of who took office.
“It really doesn’t matter to most of us who
wins the election,” Eglin said. “This is an experience, and who else gets to say they attended
an inaugural ball in Washington, D.C.?”

–McKinley Kant and Chloe Sorvino

becky crowder | senior staff photographer

The GW College Democrats, top, erupt into applause Tuesday as CNN projects President Barack Obama’s reelection. In a room next door, the GW College Republicans
watch as Fox News projects blue states and an Obama lead. Republicans also watched candidates like Sen. Scott Brown, R-Mass., and former Gov. George Allen fall.
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Hundreds of students charged to the White House after the
president was reelected.

Supporters watched voters across four states back
same-sex marriage.
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Two students win seats in neighborhood government
by matthew kwiecinski
Metro News Editor
At least two students
landed seats on the neighborhood’s top governing group
Tuesday, with two more still
awaiting their results.
Juniors Patrick Kennedy
and Jackson Carnes won seats
on the Foggy Bottom and West
End Advisory Neighborhood
Commission, a group that operates as a liaison between local residents and city agencies.
Kennedy ousted 10-year
incumbent David Lehrman,
a 66-year-old longtime Foggy
Bottom resident. Out of 136
votes cast for the district, 96
went to Kennedy and 38 to
Lehrman, with two write-in
votes cast. Carnes ran unopposed and earned 90 votes.
“It’s been very gratifying
to have won. It’s been an amazing experience all throughout,”
Kennedy said, adding that
he appreciated support from

across the district.
Carnes, who campaigned
alongside Kennedy on Election Day, said he is “very excited” for the next two years
and that he was glad to see the
voter turnout Tuesday.
Two other students –
freshman Jevin Hodge and
sophomore Peter Sacco –
ran as write-in candidates.
Sacco’s sought-after district
tallied 22 votes. Hodge ran
against an incumbent commissioner who also ran as
a write-in candidate. The
district, which includes the
Mount Vernon Campus,
counted 168 votes.
The Board of Elections
does not release the winners
of write-in campaigns until 10
days following the election.
Out of the city’s 40 Advisory Neighborhood Commission’s, each is divided
into about eight to 10 single
member districts with an
elected representative. The

positions are typically held
by working adults.
Five other students around
the city also ran for positions
on their respective commissions. Georgetown University
student Peter Prindiville and
American University student
Joe Wisniewski both won their
districts, while AU student Nicole Goines lost her election.
Georgetown’s
Craig
Cassey and American's Rory
Slatko also both ran write-in
campaigns.
The Foggy Bottom and
West End Advisory Neighborhood Commission will hold
at least two students and two
alumni out of its eight seats
after the group’s transition
in January. If Sacco is elected,
he would become the group’s
third student.
Lehrman went into surgery Wednesday morning for
back complications and did
not return a request for comment Tuesday. u

jordan emont | PHOTO editor

Junior Jackson Carnes talks to voters outside the School Without Walls polling station Tuesday. He is one of two GW
students to be elected to the Foggy Bottom and West End Advisory Neighborhood Commission since 2006.

Democrats, Republicans watch election results filter in
by Chris Hebdon, allison
wedwaldt, rachael gerendasy
and kirstie murr
Hatchet Reporters

Across the District leading
up the Election Night results,
top Republican and Democratic leaders rallied their parties for a decision that would
define their strategies for the
next half-decade.
The Republican National
Convention official watch
party attracted a crowd of
more than 3,000. Party crusaders waved American
flags and sang along to classics like “Old Time Rock and
Roll” and “Life is a Highway” as Fox News’ Election
Night coverage blared on a
screen behind the stage.
Co-chairwoman of the
RNC Sharon Day gave a fiery
and patriotic speech in the
Ronald Reagan building, comparing the 2012 ticket to the
conservative icon for whom
the building was named.
“We will celebrate together an America that once again
represents that shining city
on a hill that Ronald Reagan
so fondly talked about,” Day
said. “Together we will elect
Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan,
and beginning today, they will
lead us to a better America.”
Shortly before 11:30 p.m.
when Fox News called the
election for Obama, the music died off as the Republican
spirit dropped.
RNC Chairman Reince
Preibus was scheduled to
speak about five minutes before Obama was declared the
winner, and Preibus never
took the stage. The entire
ballroom cleared out within
half an hour.
Cross-town at the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee
party,
Democrats chatted to eased
their nerves as results trickled
in. Young professionals and
older party stalwarts congregated around two large televisions, cheering and booing
as more polls across the countries closed and projections
were announced.
After
several
states
had already been called for
President Barack Obama,
Speaker of the House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif., took the stage and
heightened the Democrat's
fight to preserve the middle
class, which she called "the
backbone" of democracy.
“We are fighting for Dem-

ocrats, we are fighting for the
American dream, building ladders of opportunity for people
who work hard, play by the
rules and take responsibility,”
Pelosi said. “Team USA: It's
for the American dream, it's
for Medicare, it's for seniors
instead of millionaires, as the
Ryan budget would propose."
Around the same time at
the Republican camp, Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, addressed his
Republican base.
He said if Romney was
elected, he would “bring jobs
home and let our economy
grow,” but stressed that members of Congress needed to focus on bipartisanship over the
next four years.
“Listen, we stand ready to
work with any willing partner, Democrat or Republican
or otherwise, who share the
commitment to getting those
things done,” Boehner said.
He praised the House
for bipartisan successes, de-

Top and left: margaret rajic | Hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER; right: freddo Lin | Hatchet staff photographer

Top: Republican National Committee watch party attendees sipped cocktails while waiting for poll results. Bottom left: Speaker
of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, called the Republican majority the 'primary line of defense.' Bottom right: Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee chair Steve Israel addressed an eager Democratic crowd.

spite criticism from national
media. But, in the end, he
vowed to fight for limited
government oversight.
“Our House majority
has been the primary line
of defense against a govern-

ment that spends too much,
taxes too much and certainly borrows too much,”
Boehner said.
But as the results began to
come in, just one party reacted
with jubilance.

Republican
attendee
Thomas Boyer said he retained
hope for Romney even after
Ohio was called in Obama’s
favor, adding that he was worried about the next four years.
“Romney fought a good

campaign, but Obama has a
large support base," Boyer
said after the election was
called on the big screen. "I’m
not giving up hope yet but I
am disappointed things ended up this way." u

be well-grounded in what he’s
talking about, and I think that
he is an honest man.”
Evans, a Georgetown resident, has frequently mentioned
the possibility of a mayoral
run, most recently at a DC Students Speak meeting Oct. 23.
Evans lost a bid for the office to
Anthony Williams in 1998.
Another
neighbor,
78-year-old John Buckley,
said he would like to see Evans run for mayor.
“He seems like a competent individual, he seems like
a decent man. That’s always
been important to me, if someone seems decent. It makes up
for a lot,” Buckley said.
He added that the city has
suffered enough from the actions of Mayor Vincent Gray,
who is under federal investigation for secretly funneling upwards of $650,000 into a “shadow campaign” he ran in 2010.
“D.C. could do much better with a mayor who, from the
start, will do the right thing,”
Buckley said.
Doxie McCoy, a spokeswoman for Gray’s office, said
Evans and Gray “worked well”
together while Gray served as
chairman of the council from
2007 to 2011, and now, during
Gray’s mayoral tenure.

Evans worked his way up
the city government chain,
serving as chair of the Dupont Circle Advisory Neighborhood Commission – his
first elected D.C. position –
from 1989 to 1990, where he
oversaw local issues like traffic and liquor licenses.
The 58-year-old holds degrees in economics and law,
and works for Patton Boggs
law firm. He previously practiced law at the Security Exchange Commission.
Fellow incumbents Muriel Bowser, Yvette Alexander and Marion Barry also
won reelection Tuesday for
wards 4, 7 and 8, respectively. Council chair Phil
Mendelson, who took the
group’s top position June
13 in a special election after
former chair Kwame Brown
resigned in a scandal, reclaimed the spot Tuesday.
He beat his opponent, Calvin Gurley, by more than
92,000 votes.
David Grosso defeated
four-year council member Michael Brown for an at-large
seat – the first time a challenger
has snagged a seat from an incumbent since 2004.
–Matthew Kwiecinski
contributed to this report

Evans coasts in unopposed election for sixth council term
by brianna gurciullo
Hatchet Staff Writer
Ward 2 D.C. Council member Jack Evans earned nearly
97 percent of the vote Tueday,
sealing an expected sixth term.
Elected in 1991, the council member virtually locked in
his victory in November, when
his sole opponent dropped out
of the race, and again in April,
when he clinched the primary.
As finance chair, Evans
has been a key voice as the
council has had to overcome
budget shortfalls and pull out
of the recession. He has partnered with council members
like Jim Graham of Ward 1
on bills like Omnibus Public Safety Amendment Act
of 2006, which allowed police officers to be tougher on
crimes like prostitution, and
possession of drugs or weapons. He has also helped balance the city budget for the
past decade and has backed
key construction projects like
the Verizon Center and Nationals Park.
Graham, who is serving
his fourth term on the body,
said Evans' ability to run year
after year and gain nearly
all of the votes showed that
he had a strong following

hatchet file photo

Ward 2 D.C. Council member Jack Evans speaks to local residents at a FRIENDS community group
meeting at GW Hospital March. He joined the council in 1991.

in his district. He joked that
the council needed to track
down the voters who wrote
in other candidates.
Evans' winning record
"speaks volumes for the support he’s received for himself

in his own ward... He’s a remarkable achiever with real
staying power, and he’s not
outworn his welcome by any
means," Graham said.
Doris Trone, an alumna
who voted at the School

Without Walls Tuesday, said
she approved of Evans' job on
the council.
“I think that he’s served
this ward very well,” Trone, 84,
said. “I mean, when I listen to
him on the council, he seems to
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"I'll go to the White House then drink myself to sleep."
–Michael Viviano, a freshman history major, jokes about former Gov. Mitt Romney's
failed bid for the presidency.
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Staff Editorial

Extinguish the
smoking ban
It is often hard to tell where
our campus ends and the city
begins.
And in March, the director of the Office of Sustainability admitted on NPR’s Kojo
Nnamdi Show that it would be
hard for GW to ban something
so common – water bottles – for
exactly that reason.
“Being an urban campus, it’s
really integrated into the city,
into Washington, D.C.” Meghan
Chapple-Brown said. “It just
wasn’t realistic. And we know
people are coming and going off
our campus all the time.”
The same is true of the smoking ban that GW plans to put into
effect in September 2013, forbidding smoking within 25 feet of all
University buildings and in common spaces like Kogan Plaza and
University Yard.
It is unreasonable to expect
the ban to be successful on a campus where many people unaffiliated with the University pass
through on a daily basis.
Other colleges in the area, like
Georgetown and the University
of Maryland, have initiated similar bans. But these schools have
clearly defined campus boundaries, making regulation far easier.
Although a Student Association referendum to create a
smoke-free barrier around campus buildings was approved by
a 66 percent vote in the spring,
only 20 percent of students actually cast a ballot in the first place.
That hardly serves as a mandate
representative of the student
body and should not be considered students' call for a smokefree campus.
After the ban is implemented, students who smoke on
campus will be referred to the
Office of Student Rights and
Responsibilities.

The five stages of election-watching I'm not in
the first
Doug Cohen
T
grade
anymore
he year-and-a-half-long
presidential
campaign
finally came to an end
Tuesday.
Watching the election was unlike any other night, as each hour
brought a different set of emotions and feelings. Let’s call them
the five stages of presidential
election watching.
The first stage is excited nervousness. Although the polls in
the first swing states didn’t close
until 7 p.m., I was glued to the TV
at about 5:30 p.m. I hadn't felt this
nervous since last year’s Super
Bowl, when I watched in agony
as the Patriots lost. Much like that
game, I was too nervous to take a
nap beforehand.
The excited apprehension continued into the early hours of the
election. Refreshing the New York
Times homepage to see the countyby-county results of swing states
was excruciating, but CNN kept
things entertaining with its interactive TV screens. I’m pretty sure they
at least tried to hologram Ronald
Reagan into the studio at one point.
The next stage was boredom.
That part started at around 8:30
p.m. I began to forget that this election actually mattered, and really
just wanted Brian Williams, Rachel
Maddow, Wolf Blitzer and Brett

Senior Columnist

Baier to stop talking. I think everyone would be happy if Bill Clinton
just told us a story while we were
waiting for the results – a PG-rated
story, of course.
Around 9:45 p.m., things entered the "this gets real" stage. A
couple of big Senate races were
called, and my Facebook news
feed was filled with statuses that
said "ELIZABETH WARREN!!!!!!!"
Democrats on Facebook were beginning to exude some serious
confidence. I began to break into
a cold sweat again, but I couldn't
even imagine how Chris Matthews was feeling. I called my
grandparents to see how their old
Jewish friends voted in Florida.
Hopefully, they all remembered
it’s 2012 – not 1972.
At 10:30 p.m., vote totals started
to climb very high in Virginia and
Florida, and all of the major swing
states began to tally votes. I still
wouldn’t have minded Bill Clinton
telling me a story at that point.
And then, around 11:15 p.m.,
the networks began to call Ohio for

Obama returns to the District
by John Hayward

It is unreasonable
to expect the ban
to be successful on
a campus where
many people
unaffiliated with
the University pass
through on a
daily basis.
The ban will not only be difficult to police, but it will also be
a chore for University Police officers to monitor. Their job is to
ensure the safety of all students
and faculty on campus – not to
concern themselves with regulating students' every move.
While the University has
a vested interest in regulating
what goes on inside Universityowned buildings, it should not
have control over whether or not
students can smoke on campus.
Students are adults and are well
aware that it is harmful. They
have the right to choose whether
or not to smoke.
This seems more like a policy
to appease non-smokers than it is
to help those who are addicted to
nicotine quit smoking. It does not
solve the problem or get to the
root of the issue.
In the end, a ban will do
little to help curb students’ addictions to cigarettes, and they
will likely look for ways to circumvent it. It doesn’t focus on
the real issue, which should be
to help students quit.
GW has demonstrated a commitment to student health and
wellness in past years. They already offer a “Student Health
Quit Smoking Program,” which
helps students construct a timeline for quitting and offers group
sessions for those committed
to putting an end to their habit.
Instead of instituting a cigarette
ban to encourage students not to
smoke on campus, the University
should look for ways to enhance
the cessation programs they already have in place.
As it is now, the policy merely
forces them to leave campus.
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Obama. Some girls started screaming outside, and I heard faint
groans from the 100 Republicans
on campus, which were quickly
drowned out by everyone else.
For Obama supporters, this
stage was euphoria. I walked
quickly to the White House, where
there was screaming, tree-climbing,
cigar-smoking and beer drinking.
Admittedly, I was pretty excited for those moments at the White
House, because it was an opportunity to totally forget politics. I have
been cynical about this campaign
and how it offered no reprieve
from all the bickering, yelling and
screaming. And I’m unsure how
the country will fare in the next
four years and beyond.
But what I personally needed
was a time to step away from the
pundits and negativity. It was a relief to enter that stage of reflection,
when I think both sides of the aisle
could appreciate a president who
made history just four years ago,
and will have the ability to continue to carve out his path.
That stage of reflection was an
extremely liberating feeling, and I
think it is one that the entire country could use.
—The writer, a senior majoring in
political science, is a Hatchet
senior columnist.

It wasn't just any other day

O

Justin
Peligri

Contributing
Editor
lofty goals to launch the country
out of tough economic turmoil
and relieve the rising deficit.
And so, to many, it’s unsettling that after Election Day, everything will seemingly remain
the same. The House of Representatives is still controlled by the
Republicans. The Senate is still
led by the Democrats. And the
man who won the White House
in 2008 was granted another four
years. At least on a superficial
level, not much has changed.
But just because nothing is
different on paper doesn’t mean
our political world isn’t changing.
It doesn’t mean that the months
some GW students spent knocking on doors, making phone calls
and traveling to swing states was
a waste of time. It doesn’t mean
that our votes don’t count.
The U.S. made huge strides
Tuesday. Equal rights were secured
and history was made through
referenda in three states that legalized marriage equality along
with the election of Tammy Bald-
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Columnist

Last month, the Board of
Trustees approved plans to
ban smoking within 25 feet
of all University building entrances and in all campus public spaces.And starting next
September, GW will become a
smoke-free campus.
As a non-smoker, I am excited about the prospects of
walking into Gelman Library
without passing through a fog
of secondhand smoke. But extending this ban to all public
areas effectively banishes the
sizable population of smokers
from campus.
Does smoking cause cancer?
Yes. Is second-hand smoke bad
for my health? Yes. But does
that mean I have the right to tell
people they can’t smoke near
me? No. The desire to have a
smoke-free campus does not
outweigh a person's right to
smoke a cigarette.
The fact is, if you’re standing
near a smoker, it’s really easy to
just walk a few feet away.
The University has every
right to limit where people
smoke on campus. But it should
compromise with students by
providing a designated smoking area that students and others can use.

The desire to have a
smoke-free campus
does not outweigh
a person's right to
smoke a cigarette.

Get those kids off
my lawn!

n Wednesday morning,
I woke up at the same
time I always do.
I went to my 8 a.m.
class, and my professor went
over a chapter in the textbook.
Students rushed through Kogan
Plaza listening to their iPods and
checking their Twitter feeds. The
line at the Starbucks at Gelman
Library was nearly out the door.
It was just like any other
day. It seemed like nothing had
changed.
But the night before, the nation reelected its 44th president.
For many, the news of a definitive
winner came earlier than expected, after the race was complicated
by a hurricane preventing voters
from getting to the polls as well as
rigged electronic ballots that could
have drastically changed results.
It was a bitter campaign season
that made many Americans question their morals and values and
wonder whether all the money
spent on political action committees and negative advertisements
could have been better used.
For many students living in
the District, it is mind-boggling
that months, and even years, of
campaigning have finally come
to a seemingly abrupt close.
Throughout the summer and
fall, both candidates spoke of their

B

ack
in
elementary
school, we had hall
monitors who yelled at
students for running in
the hallways between classes. It
seems GW has taken a page out
of their handbook.

win, the Senate’s first openly gay
member. In California, a proposition was passed to bolster funding
for the state's education system.
And record numbers of Asian voters turned out to the polls to exercise their civic responsibility. This
election affirms that this country
is making progress.
And yes, while the president
won by a significant margin in the
electoral college, the popular vote
was staggeringly close. Obama’s
reelection is far from a national
mandate. But as divided as we
are as a nation, and as cynical as
many voters might be right now,
there’s one thing we can all learn:
Things may seem stagnant, hopeless or mundane. But they’re not.
They can’t be. And anyone who is
disappointed about the way the
election went this week should be
assuaged by the realization that
in a few short years, we get to do
this all over again.
But until then, insisting that
nothing has changed after this
election is to deny that anything
positive has been gained.
Every day, though we may not
realize it, we move in a new direction. We’re making progress.
—The writer, a sophomore majoring
in political communication, is The
Hatchet's contributing
opinions editor.

Universities are supposed
to be inclusive communities.
This ban will marginalize a
large group of students and
potentially create a culture of
exclusion.
The new initiative will also
be extremely difficult to enforce,
especially in our urban setting.
With the huge number of visitors
who come to campus every day,
the ban will be nearly impossible to maintain. Not to mention, it would be a waste of the
University Police Department's
time and effort to have to monitor students and campus visitors
for something so trivial.
In this day and age, people
know cigarettes are harmful.
And for those who don’t, warnings on cigarette ads and packs
inform consumers of the dangers. Getting rid of areas on
campus where students and
faculty can smoke won’t force
them to quit; it’ll just make them
find other places to go.
Personally, I hate smoking. And I understand why the
University wants to encourage
students to quit. But it has to
realize that by pushing students off campus, it is alienating smokers.
Keep entrances to buildings
smoke-free so non-smokers
aren’t forced to breathe secondhand smoke. But don’t discriminate against smokers.
I’m not in first grade anymore. I know that cigarettes
are bad. But it shouldn’t be the
University’s job to tell me how
to behave.
—The writer, a junior majoring in
international affairs, is a Hatchet
columnist.
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CRIME LOG
Disorderly Conduct
/Liquor Law
Violation
10/28/12 – 3:15 a.m.
Location: 23rd and H
streets
Case closed

University Police officers
stopped two male students
for sobriety tests, which
they both failed. One of
the subjects attempted
to run before officers
apprehended him.

–Referred for disciplinary
action

10/30/12 – 12:35 a.m.
Location: 23rd and H
streets
Case closed

UPD responded to a report
of an intoxicated female
student being carried by
one male and two female
students. The students
attempted to interfere with
the assessment of the
intoxicated female. The one
male student resisted the
officers and was detained
and transported to the
hospital for intoxication
treatment.

–Referred for disciplinary
action

Unlawful Entry

10/30/12 – 3:20 a.m.
Location: Marvin Center
Case closed

UPD officers observed
two male subjects not
affiliated with the University
sleeping on the couches in
Columbian Square.

–Subjects barred from
campus

10/30/12 – 6:15 a.m.
Location: Gelman Library
Starbucks
Case closed

A Starbucks employee
called when the store was
closed during the storm to
see if he needed to come
in to work the next day.
An intruder answered the
phone and demanded the
employee come in and
make them coffee. The
employee then reported the
incident to the police, who
removed the three subjects.

–Subjects barred from
campus

11/01/12 – 6:05 p.m.
Location: Duques Hall
Case closed

UPD encountered a
disoriented male subject
unaffiliated with the
University who appeared
disheveled and smelled of
alcohol. He claimed he was
looking for coffee.

–Subject barred from
campus

Disorderly Conduct

10/31/12 – 1:47 a.m.
Location: 900 block of 24th
Street
Case Closed

UPD and Metropolitan
Police officers observed an
unaffiliated male subject
urinating in public.

–Subject arrested

Simple Assault

10/31/12 – 10:30 p.m.
Location: Lerner Health &
Wellness Center
Case closed

A staff member reported
that a fight had a occurred
between two male students
during a soccer game.

–Referred for disciplinary
action

DUI/Hit and Run

11/04/12 – 3:02 a.m.
Location: 800 block of New
Hampshire Avenue
Case closed

UPD and MPD officers
responded to a multi-vehicle
accident near Washington
Circle. The driver at fault,
who had been drinking, was
arrested while trying to flee
the scene on foot.

–Subject arrested

Lewd acts

10/28/12 – 1:47 a.m.
Location: The West End
Case closed

Two nude students were
discovered having sex in the
basement lounge.

–Referred for disciplinary
action

Receiving Stolen
Property

10/28/12 – 11 a.m.
Location: 2300 block of I
Street
Case closed

A student who had earlier
reported her bike stolen
arranged to meet with the
seller through Craigslist.
UPD and MPD stood by and
arrested the subject when
he showed up with the bike.

–Subject arrested

–Compiled by Aaron
Goodtree
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For Republican students, a disappointing night
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor
Freshman Sam Goldstein
stood 15 feet from the White
House gate, where three men
climbed a tree next to him
and shouted a message that
made him uneasy: “Four
more years.”
Goldstein, an ardent social conservative who voted
for Republican presidential
hopeful Mitt Romney, said
he’s afraid that those four
years will mean more setbacks for the issues he cares
about, like preserving religious liberty and blocking
same-sex marriage.
But he marched to the
White House after Fox News
called at about 11:30 p.m.
that President Barack Obama
sealed up 270 electoral votes
to clinch a second term.
“I’m not here to enjoy it.
Just to witness it,” Goldstein
said, admitting that he was
heavily outnumbered at 1600
Pennsylvania Ave.
Before some ventured to
the White House, conservative students gathered in the
Marvin Center’s Continental
Ballroom. As Romney’s chances dwindled and broadcasters
called more states blue, the enthusiasm fizzled. In particular,
Republican Senate candidates
like Connecticut's Linda McMahon, Massachusett's Scott
Brown and Virginia's George
Allen that many in the room
campaigned for fell hard.
Most of the College Republicans’ executive board
spent the election’s final days
in Massachusetts campaigning for Brown, who lost by
seven points to the liberal icon
Elizabeth Warren.
At the White House, when
Goldstein spotted sophomore
Aria Marrogi, who gripped
a Romney-Ryan poster and
draped an American flag
around her shoulders, the two
GW Catholics embraced.
“I needed that hug,”
Goldstein, an international affairs major, said.
Marrogi was looking for

becky crowder | senior staff photographer

From left to right, sophomore Aria Marrogi, freshman Michael Viviano and freshman Kelli-Ann Sottile are let down when Fox News broadcasters announce
a trove of states, including Ohio, handing their electoral votes for President Barack Obama, who clinched the election just before 11:30 p.m.

safety in numbers, too. As she
carried her sign advertising
the Republican presidential
ticket, White House revelers
flipped her off. One girl later
shouted, “Shut up and go the
fuck home.”
Most people didn’t care
that there were Romney supporters though and focused
squarely on celebration. But
the sweep of hostility dispirited Marrogi.
“I might talk a lot of smack
but I at least respect Democrats’ opinions,” she said.
Marrogi and Goldstein
described themselves as “extreme social conservatives."
Marrogi said she thinks
Romney’s Mormonism may
have capped some Christian voters’ enthusiasm. She
added that nominating Rick
Santorum in 2016 would be

Republicans’ next best shot at
the White House.
According to exit polls nationwide, most voters pinned
their decision on which candidate would help spur the
economy. The same was true
at the College Republicans
watch party, where conservative students buzzed earlier in the night about what an
Obama loss could mean.
“I’ll have a better chance
of getting a job if Romney is
elected. The progress Obama
has made so far is next to nothing,” freshman Will Rodenberg said. “I have doubts on
where I’ll be financially. I’ll be
disappointed if he loses, but
I’ll be among friends.”
Michael Viviano, a freshman history major, said as
Romney’s chances were thinning that even though Obama’s

reelection would mean more
“gridlock,” he would still
watch the celebrations.
“I’ll go to the White
House then drink myself to
sleep,” he said.
Goldstein, who is from
Hampstead, Md., said at the
White House that he was
mostly concerned about the
“HHS mandate,” the Obama
administration’s new rule that
requires insurers and employers to include coverage for
contraception.
He said he “tried to get
friends and family to vote
against” the Maryland gay
marriage amendment, which
called unpopular in the state.
Maryland approved the
ballot initiative about an hour
after the presidential election
was called.
Romney voters stood in

the vast minority at GW, with
about 68 of students saying
they supported Obama, according to a Hatchet poll last
week of 602 students.
“It’s frustrating being at
a school where most everyone disagrees with you,”
Goldstein said.
And the sad reminders kept
coming at the White House:
“My mom just texted me, ‘Oh,
Obama won,’ ” Goldstein said.
“Thanks, I know mom.”
As more people streamed
down Pennsylvania Avenue, Goldstein and Marrogi
walked back to the Foggy
Bottom Campus against the
sea of cheer. Marrogi still
had two chapters of her history textbook to read, and
the group would finish their
night with a bowl of soup in
the Newman Center. u

The move could also set
up a duel between states and
the federal government, which
plans to enforce federal law.
Jonathan Turley, a professor of
public interest law, said it will
test the Obama administration’s aggressive enforcement
of the law.
“The Obama administration pulled back on the issue
when courting votes from
liberals during the election.
This was one of a number of
complaints against Obama,”
Turley said.
A day after the election,
he said, Attorney General Eric
Holder's staff said it would
continue the same policies from
before – seen as a continuation
of the federal crackdown.

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper pointed to the federal
ban and advised residents to
not "break out the Cheetos or
Goldfish too quickly."
Colorado’s Amendment
64, which passed with 53 percent, strips away criminal
penalties for marijuana use by
anyone over the age of 21. It
also allows adults to grow up
to six marijuana plants in their
homes, but does not outline
regulations for the industry.
Washington’s
Initiative
502 would also regulate the
sale and distribution of cannabis, charging the state’s liquor
agency with handing out licenses to marijuana farmers.
Both legalize possession
of one ounce of marijuana

for private use.
Phil Gardner, a senior
from University Place, Wash.,
said the state’s “history of
supporting personal liberties” made it no surprise that
it would lead the way with
marijuana legalization.
“The deal with the marijuana initiative here was there
was never organized opposition to it,” said Gardner, who
took a semester off to work in
Washington state politics.
“It was a very one-sided
conversation. Because of that,
it never got a lot of media attention because there was
never any good conflict to
write about.”
Instead, the state was
mostly focused on its gover-

nor’s race and marriage equality amendment that passed,
Gardner added.
The two ballot approvals could signify a watershed
moment for legalization supporters. According to a Gallup poll last year, 50 percent
of voters approve of making
marijuana legal, with 46 percent opposed.
The sentiment around the
country was more mixed. Oregon voted down a proposal to
legalize recreational marijuana
use. Massachusetts approved
a measure to allow medical
marijuana use, while Arkansas
voted one down.
Seventeen states and
D.C. allow the use of medical
marijuana. u

Colorado, Washington first to legalize marijuana
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor

Colorado and Washington state voted to legalize the
possession and sale of marijuana for recreational use
Tuesday, becoming the first
states to defy the federal ban
on the substance.
The two ballot initiatives
push forward a cause long
fought by legalization advocates, who liken the ban to
the prohibition of alcohol and
point to the drug's economic
and health benefits.
It’s also a rebuke of the decades-long federal crackdown
on cannabis, which the Justice
Department has called a "dangerous drug."

MARYLAND
from p. 1
recognized as a family. I am
just so proud of Maryland. I
just feel so welcomed,” Gamber said.
Maryland was one of three
states to sign off on same-sex
marriage through popular
vote this election cycle, which
has been called the biggest
national display of LGBT
support in history. A total of
52 percent of the state voted
in favor of marriage equality
– a close call that kept the decision from being announced
until after midnight.
Gamber said Tuesday
was one of the happiest days
of her life, calling it a “day of
completion.”
“It has just been so odd
that I have a daughter but not
a legal partner,” Gamber said.
When their daughter
heard the news, she messaged her moms “the two
most beautiful people I know
will finally be married.”
Gamber said she and
Morgan were best friends for
two years in graduate school
before they fell in love.
“We both have a great
sense of humor about our own
faults. We take great joy in
one another. She always sees
me at my best, even when I’m
at my worst,” she said.
For the couple, the fight for
equality has spanned decades.
They moved from Virginia to
Maryland when Blake was 4
years old because of Virginia’s
laws that called same-sex couples unfit to parent.
“It became really tough.
It was so important that the
state couldn’t take her away,
which they would have if
they had found her with us,”
Gamber said. “If I went to the
hospital with her, I needed to
be able to make decisions.”
A total of nine states and
D.C. now allow gay marriage.
Maryland and Washing-

ASHLEY LUCAS | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Supporters at the Human Rights Campaign's Election Night watch party awaited results for gay marriage referendums across the country.

ton state legislatures passed
same-sex marriage laws this
year, prompting political
pushback and ballot referendums. Before Tuesday, gay
marriage initiatives failed to
receive voter support more
than 30 times.
Maine’s law passed with
support from 53 percent of voters – after voters there repealed
a state’s same-sex marriage
law through another statewide
vote. A fourth state, Minnesota,
nixed a proposition that would
have banned gay marriage,
signaling another win for the
LGBT community.
Freshman Eric Wolfert,
who worked with Marylanders for Marriage Equality this

fall to promote the initiative,
said he was overjoyed when
the referendum passed Tuesday. The close margin meant
that dozens of weekends of
door-knocking and phone
calls were worth it, he said.
“It’s absolutely phenomenal. We really helped
win this,” Wolfert said. He
while walking back from
White House celebrations,
he scrolled through Facebook and learned the measure passed.
Thirty states, including
Virginia and Florida, ban
same sex marriage.
President of Allied in
Pride Nick Gumas said he
and the LGBT community on

campus are ecstatic.
“It’s a big deal for us. It
just shows the general progress of society moving forward on the issue,” Gumas
said. “I think it is issues like
these [that] our generation
views as obvious."
He added that another
important victory on Election
Night was Tammy Baldwin’s
win of a Wisconsin Senate
seat. Baldwin will become the
first openly gay senator.
When hearing the election
results, Gamber said she felt
overwhelmed that the state
finally acknowledged her and
her partner's love.
Gamber said she and her
partner could have filed pa-

perwork for state benefits before the law, but. “We really
wanted to wait for Maryland
to approve it. It feels like I am
really and truly someone who
is from Maryland now."
She said her daughter’s
friends sent congratulatory text
messages to the couple when
they heard the news. The couple is planning for hundreds of
guests to attend the wedding,
which will feature a live band
and home-cooked food.
“We just want to dance.
We’re all ready from the big
party,” she said. "It’s just
this really overwhelming
sense of ‘at last, here we
are. At last.’ We are truly all
a family.” u
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OBAMA
from p. 1
policy makers looking to dodge
sequestration. He called increasing the interest rate – which
would save the government
about $6 million annually –
rather than cutting Pell Grants,
“the lesser of two evils.”
He said Obama could
still follow through on his
promises to address college
affordability
by
mandating that universities disclose
more information about their
students’ success post-graduation, like employment and
student loan statistics.
Senior Associate Provost
and Dean of Students Peter
Konwerski said college affordability, along with jobs
and diversity, were key issues
for students at GW.
“For anybody who thinks
about sticker price of GW, it’s
important to know what’s the
impact of this election,” he said.
“It’s an example of more transparency. People want to know
what’s its going to cost for me?
What’s the investment going to
take for me and my parents?”
–Catherine Barnao and
Chloe Sorvino contributed to
this report.

STUDENTS
from p. 1
view from atop a tree was one
he'd never forget.
"When the opportunity
to climb a tree in front of the
White House on election night
presents itself, you don't pass
it up," he said.
The Secret Service erected
temporary fences to keep the
crowd at bay. At least one man
was arrested by the Metropolitan Police Department at
12:35 a.m. for fighting along
the White House fence.
Before the White House
surge, the College Republicans and College Democrats
piled into ballrooms in the
Marvin Center. Divided into
viewing rooms based on political parties, many Obama
backers couldn’t restrain
their animation as more states
closed their polls.
Junior Shiah Shahmohammadi, vice president
of College Democrats, said
the group – which traveled
to campaign in Ohio, North
Carolina and Virginia – had
“a personal stake in the places
we’ve invested our time and
effort, sweat.”
“Once we win, I think
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this room is going to be pretty
electric,” she said.
The mood was more
laid-back at Tonic Restaurant, where students and
professors from the Graduate School of Political Management mingled, and partisanship stayed at bay. Adults
dressed in suits sipped cocktails at the first-floor bar and
in front of third-floor televisions, where cable channels
were lined up across the
room. The corner TV showing
Fox News drew few viewers
throughout the night.
In the Marvin Center,
Spencer Dixon, a junior and
president of the CDs, marveled at the high turnout,
which forced them to remove a blow-up wrestling
pit that the group set up at
the night’s outset.
At about 11:15 p.m., when
Obama’s electoral count hit
262 – eight shy of securing the
White House – Dixon spoke
to the crowd. During his remarks, CNN broadcasted
Romney’s victory in Missouri,
which was met with boos.
“The news can’t all be
good, people,” Dixon said.
“Soon, it will be.”
–Will Emmons, Asha
Omelian and Adam Silverman
contributed to this report.

TOp and middle: zachary krahmer and gabriella demczuk | senior staff photographers; Bottom: jordan emont | photo editor

Students rallied at the White House Tuesday night, climbing trees and crowding the gates.
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motion city soundtrack
9:30 Club
Nov. 8
$22

H

Czech Christmas Market

Embassy of the Czech Republic
Nov. 9 to 10
Free

Inspiration sells on urban street wear

by Amisha sisodiya
Hatchet Reporter
Junior Jane Fenterstock
found a new way to enjoy New
York's graffiti: by wearing it.
She said the urban street
art of Manhattan, N.Y. inspired her to start her company, Two Comma Kid, in
2009 when she was a high
school sophomore. Now,
that art is printed across Tshirts and hats.
“Urban art in general
was such an unconfined
form of art I had never really
seen before. It opened up a
new way of communicating
a message,” Fensterstock
said. “It was daring and rebellious but had a purpose.”
The junior majoring in
American studies now runs
the company entirely from
her residence hall room,
waking up at 7:30 a.m. to
check online sales. Her
website sells sweatshirts, Tshirts, hats and accessories,
among other products.
Fensterstock labels the
brand “motivational apparel.” The company’s name
comes from the two commas
in "$1,000,000."
"It is meant to embody
the class of young people
with big dreams and big ambitions that is emerging now
in our generation more so
than ever before," she said.
Two Comma Kid sells
apparel and accessories for
men and women, with prices
ranging from $10 to $40. One
popular T-shirt that sells for
$24 features an artistic redesign of the dollar bill with

Jordan Emont | Photo editor

Junior Jane Fensterstock runs the urban streetwear company Two Comma Kid from her residence hall room. Inspired by the graffiti
of Manhattan, N.Y.'s Lower East Side, she started the company in high school.

the phrase “Wealth is more
than money,” and a sold-out
$23 hat reads “Self Made.”
Fensterstock runs the
entire business by her self
— from the design of the apparel, to the production and
shipment, to the social media
marketing. Her mom serves

as the production manager.
“In a way, this is a selfserving business,” Fensterstock said. “What I produce
inspires others, and that inspires me.”
The company is active
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, creating an adver-

tising space for giveaways,
contests, upcoming events
to boost the company’s customer base.
Two Comma Kid has
over 3,000 likes on Facebook. Customers often comment on specific products
and ideas they would like

to see come to life, Fensterstock said.
Her brand made it onto
Karmaloop, "the world’s
largest online retailer of
streetwear," according to
its website, which features
brands such as Betsey Johnson and Vans. She said the

distributor has been a tremendous source of exposure and
has helped generate revenue.
But Fensterstock has not yet
made any profits, with all incoming money going toward
producing new items.
Fensterstock has no
shortage of ideas for new
products. Her struggle, she
said, is finding the time to
balance being a student with
being an entrepreneur.
“Most parents are worried about their kids going
out past curfew. Mine always
told me not to get sued,” she
joked, discussing the legal
responsibilities that come
with running a business.
Given more time and
resources, Fensterstock said
she would like to expand the
production line, with more
consistent new releases and
a wider customer base.
“Hopefully, she grows
organically,” said D.J. Saul,
Fensterstock’s mentor and
chief marketing officer at iStrategyLabs. Saul graduated
from GW in 2008.
Though she was initially hesitant as to how GW's
community would receive
an urban streetwear brand,
Fensterstock said the response has been positive.
Max Walker met her during his freshman year when
they lived on the same floor of
Crawford Hall. He now serves
as model for Fensterstock’s
apparel on her website.
“I noticed her sneakers," Walker said. "And she
talked to me about her fashion line and asked for some
advice." u

Metro Monopoly: An underground world
In Crystal City, it feels like nothing has
changed since 1976.
I was intrigued by the mall’s promise of a
world of living, shopping, working and eating
without ever setting foot outside. After traveling
five stops from Foggy Bottom on the blue line,
I stepped off the Metro into what looked like a
small-scale airport, with overhead signs pointing
to landmarks to ensure you don’t get lost.
Crystal City was built to look old. It reminded
me of the 500-year-old Grand Bazaar in Turkey,
with its 61 covered streets and 3,000-plus shops.
It feels like a giant antique building, with its fake
cobblestones and painted windows – but with the
addition of food court staples, like Dunkin' Donuts and Sbarro. My mom remembers this mall
from her days at GW, and it seems like nothing
has changed since it opened.

Margaret Kahn
Everything you need to live is here. In a
span of 30 seconds, I passed the Village Cobbler and the Relaxation Station, where stressed
patrons received acupressure. This pathway
led to a stock trader’s club and a dry cleaner.
Further along, medical and dental offices sit
across from one another. A clinical psychologist’s office is down the hall.
Interior pedestrian concourses connect
five shopping areas that span more than 10 city
blocks. These elevated and underground passages also connect to 17 hotels, apartment complexes
and office buildings. The unique array of stores is
kitschy and oddly specialized, including Puppet
Heaven and Ship’s Hatch. This is not a place to
look for fashionable clothing. You won’t find current brands like Gap or H&M. You will, however,
find a Dress Barn.
One highlight of the mall is the Northern
Virginia Art Center. Paintings of lavender
fields, sailboats and the Georgetown waterfront greet visitors.
Broadcast junkies can take a peek at the PBS
Headquarters, where you can pay homage to Big
Bird. Visitors can choose from three sweaters and
take a picture with a wooden-cutout of childhood
icon Mr. Rogers. But the food options are slim.
The novelty of Crystal City can only last so
long before you begin feeling trapped. If you
feel unsettled being underground for so long,
you can look from behind a glass at the interior
pedestrian concourse.
Though Pentagon City may be the place to
go for a more conventional, lively shopping experience, instead of staying in on a cold, winter
day, make your way underground and take a
journey to Crystal City.
The passages are winding, so I would suggest
leaving a trail of bread crumbs. u

TITLE DEED

CRYSTAL CITY
Crystal City Shops
Northern Virginia Art
Center
PBS Headquarters
2100 Crystal Drive
Arlington, Va.

Scott Figatner | Hatchet photographer

Crystal City was built in the 1970s as an underground space filled with everything urbanites might need. It is home to numerous chain stores and
restaurants, such as California Tortilla, pictured above.
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The women's volleyball team's
current rank in league standings,
tied with Temple.

Colonial debuts in the weekend's
exhibition games
Freshman forward

Senior forward

Anjaleace White

21
Rebounds:

Minutes:

5

Points:

Isaiah Armwood

33Points:
7
Rebounds:
16
Steals: 3

8

Minutes:

Freshman forward

Patricio Garino

Minutes:

25Rebounds:

Points:

5

10Assists:

4

photos by jordan emont | photo editor

Twins splash in the pool for GW's swimming team
by Josh solomon
Hatchet Reporter
They are sprinters. Their race
times are almost identical. Their
work ethic is strong. They both
like to make people laugh.
But Sloan and Sydney Saunders, the twin sisters who compete on the women’s swim team,
said they don't like to be grouped
together as one. The juniors each
have their own personalities and
their own goals – and a desire to
beat each other.
“We are just naturally competitive with each other,” Sydney
Saunders said. “It pushes each of
us to do better.”
Both of the sisters are standouts
for the Colonials, and they often
take to the pool for the same races.
In GW’s first dual meet win of the
season last Saturday, Sloan Saunders captured the top slot in the
50-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
freestyle. Sydney Saunders grabbed
the third- and second-place finishes,
respectively, in those two races.
Sloan Saunders, who is 2 inches taller than her sister at 5-foot-6,
serves as co-captain of GW’s squad.
Though head coach Dan Rhinehart
was quick to laud her brand of
leadership, he acknowledged that
Sydney Saunders, too, could have
easily assumed the position.
“I look at both of them – very
strong, very focused individuals that help our team,” Rhinehart
said. “It could have easily gone the
other way.”
And the Saunders twins almost
did not suit up together for the Co-
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Twin sisters Sloan Saunders, left, and Sydney Saunders, right, pause in the Smith Center pool. The juniors both compete
for GW's women's swimming team and share the free as their event- fostering a healthy level of sibling competition.

lonials at all: The sisters, who hail
from Danville, Calif., didn’t originally aspire to attend college together, Sloan Saunders said. Sloan
was sold on GW after visiting the
campus, but Rhinehart said Sydney
Saunders always had her heart set
on being a Colonial.

Though both sisters knew they
wanted to swim at the collegiate
level, their aspirations for the future differ, with Sydney Saunders
majoring in civil engineering and
Sloan Saunders in exercise science.
Growing up, the sisters added, Sydney Saunders wanted to take to the

stage, rather than the pool.
“It makes no sense. She never
took a dance class. Well – she sang
in choir,” Sloan Saunders said, gently teasing her sister. “But she never
took an acting class.”
“It was a dream, you know, we
all dream when we’re young,” Syd-

ney said, laughing, and exposing
the comfortable humor that characterizes their relationship. That ease,
the twins said, helps to keep the rest
of the Colonials in good spirits, a
contribution which is a top priority
for the Saunders sisters.
The twins have two other goals:
to place in the top five in the Atlantic 10 championships in February
and to earn a team GPA of 3.3. It’s
the presence of these team-focused
ideals that Rhinehart said makes
the Saunders sisters integral additions to his roster.
“They have presented themselves as very strong, very positive
and very forthcoming,” Rhinehart
said. “We talk about the fact that
we have a bit of a family orientation, and that just adds to it.”
Sloan and Sydney Saunders’
“sister act” may have confused
teammates and staff in their early
freshman season, but they have
now emerged as individuals.
Rhinehart said their strong bond
as sisters and teammates is clearly
visible, but their unique identities
are what truly shine through in
the pool.
Besides, Sloan Saunders said,
foremost on her mine when at a
race is – what else – defeating her
sister.
“I think it was worse when
we were younger. We were really,
really competitive but more of to
the point where we would cry if
the other one would beat us. So if
Sydney would beat me I would be
devastated,” Sloan Saunders said,
laughing. “But now it’s just like,
‘Aw darn,’ and then I move on.”u

