An independent student newspaper • Serving the GW community since 1904

Thursday
March 28, 2013

Vol. 109 • Iss. 50

Hatchet
The GW

Www.Gwhatchet.com

Storming the court for marriage
Students rally outside
Supreme Court during
same-sex marriage cases
by brianna gurciullo
Assistant News Editor

BOTTOM LEFT: erica christian | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER, bottom RIGHT: jordan emont | photo editor, TOP: corey zagone | hatchet photographer

Top: Alex Rangel flew to D.C. from Austin, Texas to be with same-sex marriage supporters at the Supreme Court this week. Bottom left: Fred Anguera and Reed Davis kiss Tuesday during
oral arguments on California's Proposition 8, which could determine whether gay couples have a constitutional right to marry. Bottom right: The cases drew hundreds of onlookers.

Hundreds stood steps away
from the nation’s most powerful
decision-makers as they heard oral
arguments surrounding same-sex
marriage – a top issue for young
Americans and many GW students.
Students carried signs, chanted and called on the nine justices
Tuesday and Wednesday to strike
down California’s Proposition 8,
which banned same-sex marriage
in a 2008 referendum, and the 1996
Defense of Marriage Act that prohibits federal rights for same-sex
couples.
Dozens of College Democrats
and Allied in Pride members rallied alongside activists from across
the country, including some who
camped out on the cold, wet pavement overnight.
"This is a historic event and I
wouldn't miss it for the world,"
said sophomore Tessa Bay, who
joined more than 100 others to sleep
on tarps near the court Monday
night. "I came from a Republican
household, and though I was never
against gay marriage, GW's liberal
campus really opened my eyes."
Legal experts expect the justices to strike down Proposition
8 narrowly, instead of making a
sweeping ruling in favor of gay
relationships. Analysts also said
justices' questions during oral argument show that they could rule
the Defense of Marriage Act unconstitutional, though decisions
will come out in June.
Same-sex marriage supporters
gathered before speakers for the
Human Rights Campaign’s rally
Tuesday morning, and the crowd
appeared calm until some participants in the right-wing March for
Marriage began arriving from the
National Mall. The crowd split as
police officers lined either side of
the road, and a stream of marchers
made their way down First Street
chanting “one woman, one man”
and “Jesus is the way.”
Those in favor of same-sex
marriage spilled over the curb as
some ran from the speakers’ podium to clash with the opposition.
Demonstrators
surrounded
See SCOTUS: Page 5

Student force behind
D.C. drug amnesty law
by jeremy diamond
Contributing Editor
Near collapse. Stuck inside
his run-down home in Washington state, Jason felt the walls
closing in as his father ’s heroin
addiction threatened to ruin both
of their lives.
As a senior in high school, he
moved into his best friend's spare
room at college. Five years later,
that friend, GW graduate student
Kellen Russoniello, began drafting a progressive drug policy to
reduce fatal overdoses in D.C.
The legislation went into effect
last week.
Russoniello said the time he
spent at his childhood friend Jason's home – watching his father
laying on the couch in crippling
withdrawal – shaped the policy.
He remembered when the father,
Francis, pawned Jason's guitar
and video games, chasing his
next fix.
“I basically watched him destroy himself and almost take
my best friend with him,” Russoniello, a law and public health
student, said. “[Jason] needed to
get out – he needed to have a different starting point.”
Under the new law, D.C. residents can dial 911 to prevent a
potentially fatal overdose without the fear of prosecution for
simple drug possession, possession of drug paraphernalia or
underage drinking. D.C. joins a
list of 10 states with similar good
samaritan laws.
Seventy-nine people died
from accidental drug overdoses
in 2010, accounting for 26 percent
of all accidental deaths in the
District, according to the Office

"It’s great that the
legislation passed, but
it’s not going to do much
unless people know
about it."
kellen russoniello
Graduate Student

of the Chief Medical Examiner. It
is D.C.'s second-leading cause of
accidental death.
Student drug users who dial
911 will also receive immunity
from arrest by Metropolitan Police Department officers, but
could still face disciplinary sanctions – including suspension or
expulsion – at the University.
Disciplinary offices will take
into account a student’s emergency call into account when
deciding whether to pursue
disciplinary action, University
spokeswoman Jill Sankey said.
GW will review the newly enacted D.C. legislation to determine
if it will change University policies, Sankey said.
Russoniello, who serves on
the Board of Directors of Students
for Sensible Drug Policy, said his
team has only won half the battle
by getting the law. They are gearing up, alongside a coalition of
national and local groups, for a
massive campaign to promote
the law.
“It’s great that the legislation
passed, but it’s not going to do
See AMNESTY: Page 3
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Members of the Colonials celebrate in their locker room after defeating Dayton March 9. The win, which came in overtime off senior
forward Isaiah Armwood's tip dunk, cemented GW's bid in the A-10 tournament, where it fell in the first round to Massachusetts.

Lonergan, GW continue to carve identity
by elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
The Colonials’ bus was easy to
pick out on a cold February night as
it traveled back to D.C. from Richmond, Va.
As it drove on the highway on the
way back to the Smith Center, streetlights and passing cars illuminated its
white sides and large GW logos. But
it wasn't until you looked inside the
windows that anything seemed particularly noticable.

The entire bus, from players to
coaching staff, was watching tape of
the game the team had played just
hours before.
“My thing is, I would tell them,
‘play hard,’ ” head coach Mike Lonergan said. “It solves a lot of problems.”
That amount of preparation was
necessary this year, as the Colonials
squared off against a deep and dangerous Atlantic 10 lineup.
The 16-team league was at all-time
heights, and made even reaching postseason play more challenging when

the conference’s tournament didn’t
readjust accordingly.
The A-10 will undergo another
metamorphosis next year, losing four
teams but adding George Mason,
GW’s Orange Line neighbor. It leaves
the league with 13 total teams, which
will also require adjusting scheduling
to a 16- or 18-game schedule. Lonergan and athletic director Patrick Nero
have a clear preference.
“I like the 16-game schedule,”
See BASKETBALL: Page 8
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Snapshot

IN Brief

GW to help strategize
for area’s retail growth

–Brianna Gurciullo

ben lim | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Sophomore Zohra Roy wore a top made out of duct tape and a skirt lined with crushed soda cans as she strutted down a makeshift runway Wednesday in the Marvin
Center. She was one of about 10 students who turned out at Green GW’s Trashion Show competing for a chance to display their design in Columbian Square.

QUOTABLE

''

The University has teamed up with local business and community organizations
to collaborate on Foggy Bottom’s retail development over the next five years.
Greg Snyder, treasurer for the Foggy
Bottom Association who helped ink the
agreement, said the partnership aims to
support current businesses in the area
and attract new retailers that complement
existing ones based on neighbors’ preferences.
“We’ve just agreed to try to work together,” Snyder said. “We’ll develop more
concrete plans to support existing business
and attract more stores in the future.”
He said he wanted GW to join the
partnership in particular because the University owns academic and commercial
buildings with street-level retail, such as
the block of shops along Pennsylvania
Avenue. The University also plans to rent
out space in multiple buildings now under
construction.
The partners will host workshops for
start-ups and businesses that want to expand, research where certain services are
lacking in the area and work with local
government agencies.
“GW has a history of working with
neighbors on a variety of initiatives and
we welcome opportunities to collaborate on areas of shared interest,” Senior
Associate Vice President for Operations
Alicia Knight, who signed the agreement
on behalf of the University, wrote in an
email.
GW, the FBA and the Washington
Circle Business Association – a nonprofit
that strives to develop business in the
Foggy Bottom and West End neighborhood – signed the agreement in February. The Penzance Companies, which
own the Watergate buildings, are also a
member.
Snyder said the group would ask other
large businesses and real estate companies
to join over time.
A 2010 survey by the FBA found that
residents largely disapproved of large
chain stores.
“There was a definite preference to
having the kind of retailers that would
support residents’ day-to-day needs,”
such as full-service grocery stores and reasonably priced restaurants, Snyder said.
The partnership does not set binding
obligations, and has ruled out financial
contributions as a requirement for membership.

''

I see drug use as an addiction – as a medical issue. I don’t think we should send folks to jail for
this issue, and if folks are fearing arrest in calling – I want to erase that.
–Breana Uhrig, GW alumna, on a newly passed D.C. good samaritan law she helped draft.
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Austerity and the Euro Crisis

Bhangra on the Block

Cherry Blossom Festival

Hear from a Johns Hopkins professor
about the struggle to solve the
European debt crisis.
1957 E St., Suite 412 • Noon

Get pumped for Bhangra Blowout
with music, games and performances
in celebration of South Asian culture.
University Yard • Noon

Head to the monuments to check
out cherry blossom trees as part
of the three-week festival.
Tidal Basin • All day
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D.C. to grant amnesty for drug overdose calls Fewer upperclassmen

apply for campus housing

from p. 1
much unless people know
about it,” Russoniello said.
Russoniello, who hopes
to partner with city organizations, clinics and the
D.C. Department of Health,
plans to organize informational sessions and distribute wallet cards laying out
residents’ rights under the
law.
He said he has earned
$4,500 in grants from the
GW Public Service Grant
Commission, a student-run
fund that supports service
projects. More than $2,000
went toward advertising,
and Monday, the commission awarded him another
$2,400 for the education
campaign.
Breana Uhrig, a recent
public health graduate,
teamed up with Russoniello in 2011, after they met
at a rally marking the 40th
anniversary of the “War
on Drugs.” Uhrig, now a
research associate in the
School of Public Health
and Health Services, discovered that she and Russoniello shared a passion
for drug policy reform
while they were collaborating on crack cocaine
sentencing reform.
“I see drug use as an
addiction – as a medical
issue,” she said. “I don’t
think we should send folks
to jail for this issue, and if
folks are fearing arrest in
calling – I wanted to erase
that.”
The pair met with D.C.
Council Chairman Phil
Mendelson, who quickly
threw his support behind
them, in 2012.
The D.C. Council ultimately struck many provisions from Russoniello’s
draft – including protection
from arrest for outstanding warrants and eviction
from public housing – but
he and his coalition fought
to create the nation's first
drug policy to require an
educational public awareness component.
It also protects indi-

by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor
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Kellen Russoniello, a public health and law student, worked with several GW graduate students, including
Breanna Uhrig, to craft D.C.'s drug amnesty policy – a law that just 10 states have enacted across the country.

viduals under 25 years
old who seek medical attention for young people
older than 16 who could be
overly intoxicated. The age
limit was created to ensure
parents are vigilant in preventing parties involving
alcohol.
Uhrig and six students
in associate professor Caroline Sparks’ health advocacy class researched
substance abuse and drug
overdose statistics for a
policy brief that introduced
the bill to the council.
Now graduates, the former classmates have maintained ties with groups that
helped lobby for the legislation, such as the Drug
Policy Alliance, Helping
Individual Prostitutes Survive and Bread for the City,
and have secured their
support for the educational
campaign.
GW
students
also
tapped Grant Smith, a policy manager for the Drug
Policy Alliance, in August
2011 to support their efforts. Smith testified in
favor of the bill before the

D.C. Council’s judiciary
committee less than a year
later alongside Russoniello, Uhrig and another public health student Sheila
Moen.
“It means that residents
of the District of Columbia
will – once they are notified
that the law has protections
– they will know their own
lives and the lives of their
families and friends mean
more than the desire to arrest people for drug use,”
Smith said.
The law also requires
the D.C. mayor ’s office
to compile and analyze
data on drug overdoses,
emergency calls and police arrests at the scene of
overdoses. Uhrig said the
provision will help measure the law’s impact and
boost outreach.
A 2011 University of
Washington study reported
that 88 percent of opiate
users aware of the good
samaritan law in that state
were likely to call for help.
More students have
called the University Police Department or EMeRG

since GW became one of
more than 90 universities
nationwide to develop a
good samaritan policy, offering disciplinary amnesty
to students who seek help
for over-intoxicated friends
even if they are underage
and have been drinking.
Over the last three years,
the number of student calls
rose to 33 percent, from 22
percent, of EMeRG’s alcohol-related transports.
The University policy
shift away from sanctions
and toward education came
after sophomore Laura Treanor died from alcohol poisoning in 2009.
The education coalition
will target universities in
the District, but Russoniello said the group’s primary
focus is on city wards that
report disproportionately
more overdoses.
“I can give someone a
copy of this and say, ‘This
law has passed, these are
your rights and don't fear
calling – you can save a
life,’ ” Uhrig said.
–Brianna Gurciullo
contributed to this report.

All upperclassmen applicants for campus housing
nabbed a spot in residence halls
next fall, the first time in nearly
a decade that juniors and seniors stayed off the waitlist.
The University must still
place about 120 rising sophomores – who are required to live
on campus – into rooms. That
figure is about the same as past
years, and all will receive housing assignments by the summer, Director of GW Housing
Programs Seth Weinshel said.
Weinshel said he thought
fewer upperclassmen signed up
for housing anticipating a housing crunch because GW will
close two sophomore residence
halls this summer to prepare
for the “superdorm." Last year,
about 350 students opted for the
waitlist – all of whom were given housing by the end of May,
Weinshel said. In 2011, the waitlist included 700 students.
Sophomores will be shuffled into Philip Amsterdam
Hall, which previously housed
mostly juniors, and quads in
several sophomore buildings
that were previously triples
after the University shutters
Crawford, The Schenley and
The West End.
With fewer upperclassmen
living on campus, two nearby apartment buildings, The
Statesman and The President
Condominium, reported an increase in student applicants this
year. An employee of the Letterman House Condominiums,
which houses about 65 percent
students each
year, said it
has not yet
seen an increase,
but
said most student applications stream
in closer to
the summer.
The University also
saw twice as
many
students request

fall-only housing, tallying 280
applications this year. This is
the first year that GW allowed
students to leave their housing
in the spring – the more popular
season for study abroad.
Weinshel said last-minute
study abroad decisions are
among the most common reasons students cancel housing
assignments.
But Weinshel said he does
not expect many students to
ditch housing assignments.
Last year, the office implemented a steep $700 fine for
students who dropped their
assignments a month or more
after the deadline to deter
them from seeing campus
housing as a fallback.
“We still anticipate a high
occupancy rate like we have in
previous years,” Weinshel said.
“When students want housing,
we’ll continue to provide them
housing.”
He said that because he
does not expect many students
to take their names off the list,
he doesn't think rooms around
campus will go empty next fall.
“The fact that there are fewer people on the waitlist will not
negatively impact us. The fees,
regardless of where the funding
goes, are meant to be a deterrent,” he said.
Weinshel said he did not
think housing prices, which
went up about 3 percent this
year, similar to past years' increases, were a factor in students' decisions because it they
are less than the housing market’s yearly inflation.
–Colleen Murphy contributed
to this report.

Opinions

Patrick Rochelle
Opinions Editor
prochelle@gwhatchet.com

Thumbs Up/
Thumbs Down
The Hatchet’s monthly wrapup of GW’s ups and downs.
@fakeStevenknapp's run

Since 2010, the @fakeStevenknapp Twitter account has
skewered and satirized administrators and students.
But last week, 2010 alumnus Hunter Patterson announced that he would retire
the account. We’ll miss the candid, snarky
quips and jabs. It's no exaggeration when
we say we felt closer to him than the real
University President Steven Knapp. RIP
@fakeStevenknapp. You will be missed.

Men’s basketball season

The men’s basketball season
ended with a narrow loss to the
University of Massachusetts
at Brooklyn's Barclay's Center for the Atlantic 10 tournament. And while the postseason ended just as it started,
GW has a lot to look forward to next season, with young Colonial talent and local rival George Mason's addition to the
A-10. Here’s to many exciting games and
match-ups next season. #RaiseHigh

Student Association election

GW might be known as a politically active school, but when it
comes to Student Association
elections, turnout has historically been abysmal. This
year, a record 4,855 ballots
were cast. While that number
still only accounts for a small
fraction of the student body, the higher
participation rate is encouraging and
hopefully an indication of future student
involvement in campus politics. With this
reassuring momentum, The Hatchet’s editorial board looks forward to seeing what
President-elect Julia Susuni and Executive
Vice President-elect Kostas Skordalos accomplish over the course of the next year.

The funding model for the cross-continental undergraduate program that will
line GW with universities in France and China (p. 5).

The marriage debate isn't over yet

I

f you were to look at the
Supreme Court from a distance, you might not notice
it’s under construction. But
if you get close enough, you’ll
see that the scaffolding covering the exterior of the building is
masked by a mere picture of the
real thing.
The physical changes the
court is undergoing are fitting,
though, given the social and cultural upheavals present on the
court’s steps when I was there
Tuesday morning.
It was loud outside as masses on both sides of the marriage
equality debate protested outside
the courtroom, while inside, lawyers and justices heard oral arguments on Hollingsworth v. Perry.
The case, which concerns
the same-sex marriage ban in
California, Proposition 8, could
have sweeping effects. In fact,
the national media has branded
this court case – as well as the
arguments on Wednesday over
the constitutionality of the Defense of Marriage Act – as the
be-all-end-all of the American
LGBT rights movement.
These cases are tremendously important in the scope of
LGBT rights. But the decision the
nine justices hand down in June
may not create the sea change
activists are hoping for.
Millions of people across
the country struggle with – and
sometimes actively oppose –
marriage equality and gay rights
in general. But regardless of the
court's ruling, people’s minds
can't be changed overnight.
The court cases have drawn
media attention on a national
scale. But true change happens
most effectively when it's on the
local level through a strong grassroots effort. Legal changes are
essential, but so are the cultural
ones that take years to solidify.
And even though it will

Justin
Peligri
Contributing
Editor
take time, that reality shouldn't
discourage us. It should inspire
activists to work even harder.
Let me be clear: Marriage

The decision the nine
justices hand
down in June may
not create the sea
change activists are
hoping for.
equality is an essential issue.
LGBT rights are the civil rights
of the modern era, and were the
Supreme Court to uphold flawed
measures like Prop 8 and DOMA,
it would hold back progress and
perpetuate oppression.
And yet, the justices expressed skepticism Tuesday
about their future ruling on
Prop 8.
“If the issue is letting the
states experiment and letting the
society have more time to figure
out its direction, why is taking a
case now the answer?” Associate
Justice Sonia Sotomayor asked.
And Justice Anthony Kennedy, who some say will be the deciding vote, questioned whether
or not the court should have taken the case in the first place.
It’s frustrating to hear that
even liberal-leaning justices
might be reluctant to rule on
Prop 8. But perhaps their hesi-

tation is an important wake-up
call for the LGBT-rights movement.
Slowly but surely, across the
nation, people are understanding the value in expanding marriage rights. In November's election alone, three states joined
the growing list – which now includes nine states and the District
– to legalize same-sex marriage.
And in the past two weeks,
prominent Democrats like former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Sen. Claire McCaskill,
D-Mo., announced support for
the movement. Even other politicians, like Sen. Rob Portman, ROhio, have come out in favor of
equal marriage rights under the
law, locking in their footing on
the right side of history.
But the issue of LGBT rights
is still emotionally charged. At
the rally, representatives from
the National Organization for
Marriage and the infamous
Westboro Baptist Church walked
through the street shouting “one
man, one woman,” and holding red, eerily Medieval-looking
tapestries bearing the words
“tradition, family, property."
Clearly, there are millions of
people across the nation that still
need to be convinced. And maybe
some never will. But even though
striking down old legislation can
only help the cause, it’s not the
only step that should be taken.
Controversy
surrounding
the marriage equality debate still
looms large.
In the same way that the Supreme Court building's facade can
try to hide the construction underneath, rulings in favor of marriage
equality will merely give the impression that the underlying issue
has been completely resolved.
–The writer, a sophomore
majoring in political
communication, is The Hatchet’s
contributing opinions editor.

Gelman Library

It’s a running campus joke to
refer to Gelman Library as
"GelHell." But that joke took
on new meaning this month
when consultants sounded
alarms that Gelman resources
are subpar for a research library.
Despite the fact that the library is
undergoing major renovations, including a new entrance from Kogan Plaza,
and additions to the first and second
floors, the library is in desperate need of
more funding for collections and staffing.
As the University completes a review of
the library this year, administrators must
make Gelman a priority.

Cricket, cricket
by Jesse Gurney

CARE Network

More than 81 percent of faculty surveyed by Hatchet
reporters this month said
they did not know about the
University’s CARE network,
a program that allows individuals to anonymously report the
names of students who appear to be struggling emotionally, financially, academically or personally. The network is intended
to be a resource to identify students who
could be falling through the cracks, and it
is alarming that few faculty are comfortable using it. GW should actively inform
professors about the network, as they are
the primary link to students.

E

Tailor freshman advising to interests

veryone knows about the
$275 million Science and
Engineering Hall project. The massive hole at
22 and H streets is nearly impossible to miss.
But there's a less obvious
perk that engineering students
already enjoy: functional academic advising.
The School of Engineering
and Applied Science assigns
academic advisers to students
based on their declared or anticipated majors. The University should provide students in
the Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences from day one with
an adviser who is knowledgeable of the student's specific
area of interest and also aware
of the departments' academic
requirements.
Academic advising is a perennial issue at GW, one administrators have repeatedly
attempted to tackle by throwing money and resources at the
problem. In the past few years,
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Writer
GW has established an online
audit system to help students
track their graduation requirements. And now, the University is considering cross-training
academic advisers so that faculty can know more about departments and schools outside
their expertise.
Yet CCAS – which houses a
diverse group of majors and the
largest percentage of the University’s students – assigns freshmen
advisers according to last names.
While this may be the simplest way to pair students and
advisers, it is not the most effective. Students would benefit from
a system where each freshman is
matched with an adviser who
specializes in an area the student
finds interesting, as is the case
with engineering students.

The problem is compounded by the fact that
many freshmen often feel as though they don't
have an adviser who can give substantive
suggestions.
Columbian College advisers
are frequently criticized for being unaware of the major and
minor requirements within different programs. Under the current system, a freshman's adviser is often someone from a field
completely unrelated to his or
her academic interests.
It’s easy for anyone to get
lost freshman year. But the problem is compounded by the fact
that many freshmen often feel as
though they don’t have an adviser who can give substantive
suggestions tailored to their academic interests.
Since students would not arrive at GW enrolled in a specific
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school under a new admissions
model described in the University's 10-year strategic plan, it
would be necessary for each
student to have someone who
could tailor academic advice to
their interests.
This isn't a problem in all of
GW's colleges. The GW School
of Business, for example, has a
limited number of majors, so the
advisers can provide accurate
and functional advice.
Without an adviser who is
knowledgeable about students'
academic interests, it is impossible to guide freshmen effectively.
–The writer is a sophomore
majoring in finance.

A step up from
student space

A

lot of elements made this year’s Student Association election notable.
With 4,855 ballots cast, the election saw a record student voter
turnout. Julia Susuni will be the fourth-ever
female SA president in its nearly 40-year history. The two highest student lobbyists each
won the race by a wide margin. And who
could forget the satirical SA presidential bid
by textile museum-loving monarchist “King”
Hugo Scheckter?

Annu
Subramanian
Senior Columnist
But despite these factors, nothing is more
pivotal about these past few weeks than the
fact that the elected second-in-command
placed sexual assault awareness as his capstone platform point.
In 2011, there were 16 reported sexual assaults on GW’s campus, up from 11 in 2010,
according to Department of Education statistics. And that number is flawed: the vast
majority of sexual assaults go unreported.
Studies have found that nearly 20 percent of
women who attend a college or university
are victims of sexual assault.
Executive Vice President-elect Kostas
Skordalos focused his candidacy on broadening sexual assault awareness and improving
the University's sexual assault policies. And
considering Skordalos’s experience lobbying
on behalf of victims of sexual assault throughout his GW career – he is co-president of the
student organization Men of Strength – he
clearly possesses the passion and credentials
to follow through with his goals.
It is refreshing – and frankly, long overdue – to see this campus issue top a candidate’s platform.
But this past SA election shouldn't be the
only time we focus on sexual assault awareness.
Let 2013 be the first year of many to
make sexual assault awareness a priority. Let
this campaign serve as a message to the University that this issue requires student input.
And let 2014 be the year candidates for both
SA president and EVP to stop comparing student space plans and instead speak to how
they will focus on heightening sexual assault
awareness.
As visible leaders on campus, SA officials
would be able to lobby and speak on behalf
of the entire student body with regards to
sexual assault issues. It would send a powerful message to the community if the chief
student lobbyists made this their focus.
The University has been in the process
of updating its sexual assault policy since
it released an initial plan in the fall, which
was troubling for a range of reasons. To start,
the plan added a 180-day time window for
students to file to take disciplinary action
against their attackers. While the University is now working to extend the statute of
limitations to one and a half years, Skordalos
said he hopes to further extend this statute of
limitations.
The University already offers quite a
few resources for victims of sexual assault,
including counseling and medical attention.
However, simply raising awareness about
those resources just isn’t enough. SA leaders
should foster a community where victims
feel comfortable reporting attacks and getting the help they need to heal.
The executive pair could also use SA finances and backing to create events that call
attention to sexual assault on campus. Sexual
assault awareness and justice groups should
not be the only ones to give this cause visibility; it is a campus-wide issue that deserves
more attention than it currently receives.
And given the SA's resources and connections to administrators, it could likely
accomplish more than any single student
organization could handle on its own. We
must expect leaders to constantly question
our conventional wisdom about safety and
sexual assault. Advocacy for this cause is not
a one-time or short-lived act. If SA leaders are
really ambitious, they should lobby the GW
Hospital to finally get much-needed rape
kits, which are only available in D.C. at the
Washington Hospital Center.
Skordalos stressed that he wants to widen student understanding of the issue. This
is admirable, and this is crucial. But this is a
task that requires years of focus and effort
from SA leaders.
And as for the student space plans that
might get scrapped in place of this cause?
Well, I think Skordalos answered it best
during his endorsement hearing with The
Hatchet's editorial board.
“If it’s affecting one person in this community, it’s affecting the entire community,"
he said. "And if a goal of ours is building community, as I believe it is for GW – strengthening our community – we have to make sure
people feel safe here.”
And that thought should rake in votes
every year.
–The writer, a senior majoring in
journalism, is a Hatchet senior columnist.
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CRIME LOG
Drug Law Violation
Francis Scott Key Hall
03/16/13 – 1:22 a.m.
Case closed

The University Police
Department received a
report of a suspicious
odor and conducted an
administrative search. The
search yielded alcohol,
drug paraphernalia
and several ounces of
marijuana. One male
student was arrested and
charged with possession
with intent to distribute.

–Subject arrested

Unlawful Entry
Mitchell Hall (7-Eleven)
03/20/13 – 7:50 a.m.
Case closed

UPD received a report of a
man, who was previously
barred from campus,
harassing store patrons.
He was arrested.

–Subject arrested

Liquor Law Violation
2100 block of H Street
03/24/13 – 2:15 a.m.
Case closed

UPD responded to a
report of an intoxicated
man who refused to exit
a 4-RIDE shuttle. On
assessment, he was found
to be unaffiliated with the
University and transported
to the hospital and barred
from campus.

–Subject barred from
campus

Drug Law
Violation/Liquor
Law Violation/
Receiving Stolen
Property
Thurston Hall
03/24/13 – 5:23 p.m.
Case closed

UPD received a report of
a suspicious odor. The
subsequent administrative
search yielded 1.6 grams
of marijuana, alcohol
and a stolen sign from
American University.

–Referred for disciplinary
action
–Compiled by Aaron
Goodtree
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Top officials to scrutinize global undergraduate program
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor
After more than a year
of planning, administrators
will consider next month
whether to go through with
a much-hyped global program that would split undergraduates’ four years
across three continents.
The Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences program, which would take
students from D.C. to China
and France, could elevate
the University’s international reputation.
The University’s president and provost will weigh
factors such as revenue projections, financial aid, housing and student interest in
mid-April before moving
forward – a flagship goal
for dean Peg Barratt in her
final year.
The program would
launch in fall 2014. Some
competitor schools have
beaten GW in terms of international expansion by
adding campuses across the
continents.
Barratt, who will step
down in June, said earlier
this year that GW would
recruit an initial cohort of

SCOTUS
from p. 1
the marchers for marriage,
calling for the separation of
church and state and chanting, "Gay, straight, black,
white – marriage is a civil
right.”
Speakers included Lt.
Col. Linda Campbell, the first
American woman approved
to be buried alongside her
wife, who died in December,
at Willamette National Cemetery.
"We tried very, very hard
to grow old together before
death did us part," Campbell,
who was legally married in
Canada in 1994, said.
Nick Gumas, president
of Allied in Pride, took the
stage for 30 seconds Tuesday
– which he said gave him the
opportunity to voice the nation’s college-aged generation's support of same-sex
marriage. Allied in Pride,
GW's largest LGBT organi-

up to 50 economics and
political science majors for
the Class of 2018 for the degree program. She has spent
more than a year traveling,
negotiating and planning
the initiative.
The program’s future
may be shaky because it
puts GW close to the District-imposed student enrollment cap, Columbian
College Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies Dan
Ullman said Tuesday.
“It’s one of the things [to
work around],” Ullman said.
“We’re not launching anything we don’t think is going to work. We’re going to
blend them into the campus,
but we’ve got to do some
planning for the caps.”
Students would spend
two years in D.C., and then
spend two years at Sciences
Po in France and Renmin
University in China, respectively.
Barratt has tried to lift
the program over hurdles,
traveling to China in November and December. But
questions remain, she said
in an interview last month.
“Part of it is financial,”
Barratt said. “Can we make
a go of it? Will it be the ex-

perience we want students
to have? Can we figure out
how to deal with the cap of
not bringing more students
into Foggy Bottom?”
One school has already
executed how to launch a
complicated,
cross-continental program. University
of Southern California, a
peer school, will launch a
business program next fall
that will take students to
Los Angeles, Hong Kong
and Milan. Another peer
school, New York University, has propped up campuses and programs in the
United Arab Emirates and
China.
And officials at GW are
feeling the pressure to globalize. GW planned to double its number of foreign
undergraduate
students
over the next decade in its
near-final strategic plan this
year.
“These programs are
becoming commonplace at
other universities so this is
just GWU keeping up with
the competition (which is
what we should be doing)
rather than a high-risk innovation,” economics professor Anthony Yezer said
in an email.

"Our nation is not only ready for marriage
equality, it demands it."
Nick gumas
President
Allied in Pride

zation, aims to create a supportive environment on campus.
“Our nation is not only
ready for marriage equality,
it demands it,” he said.
Last November, 52 percent of more than 600 students surveyed by The
Hatchet said they were liberal or very liberal, compared
to 13 percent of students who
said they were conservative
or very conservative.
About 30 percent of respondents ranked social issues, like gay marriage and
abortion, as their most top
concern while deciding between presidential candidates Mitt Romney and Barack Obama.

The national nonprofit
Campus Pride gave GW an
overall rating of 4.5 out of
five stars in 2011 for its resources for the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
community.
The oral arguments at
the high court came a week
after a Washington Post-ABC
News poll found a record 58
percent of Americans support marriage rights for gay
couples.
Laws on same-sex marriage are patchwork across
the country and banned on
the federal level. Gay couples can marry in nine states
and in D.C., which legalized
same-sex marriage in 2009.
Thirty-one states prohibit

But universities still face
heavy challenges to set up
these programs, said John
Douglass, a senior research
fellow at University of California at Berkeley’s Center for
Studies in Higher Education.
He said administrators
should make sure the program’s rewards match the
work put into it, especially
if it enrolls few students.
He added that several international programs have
lagged because of unsustainable funding models.
“There’s a lot of institutional energy and finances
put into these efforts,” like
coordinating faculty assignments, student marketing
and building relationships
internationally, he said.
“There are some real positives to these kinds of programs, but they’re logistically significant and it’s not
clear what the funding model is and their longevity."
The University has adjusted the program over the
past year and a half. Initially, the GW School of Business was going to launch it
for its majors by fall 2013,
but the Columbian College
took the planning reins this
fall and pitched it for eco-

nomics majors, adding a
political science component
to broaden its appeal.
GW will look to hire a
handful of French and Chinese professors to teach
abroad and ask some current faculty to spend time
in those countries, economics department chair Barry
Chiswick said.
"The emphasis will be
on meeting GW's standards
so that the courses will be of
the same high quality as the
courses in Foggy Bottom,"
Chiswick said.
Students will learn in
Foggy Bottom, though administrators initially considered housing them off
campus or in Arlington, Va.
classrooms.
“We came to realize that
students would feel cheated
in such a program and they
would miss out on something GW students look forward to," Ullman said.
In 2011, when GW
launched a Master of Science in finance program
that takes business students
to China one year and D.C.
the next, it opted to put the
Chinese graduate students
in Virginia-based classrooms. u

same-sex marriage in their
constitutions.
If the court strikes down
the Defense of Marriage Act,
which defines marriage as
the union of a man and a
woman, same-sex couples
will be entitled to federal
benefits that previously applied only to a husband and
wife. But that decision would
not require states that have
banned same-sex marriage
to allow it.
Charles Cooper, an attorney representing those in
favor of Proposition 8, told
justices Tuesday that the legalization of same-sex marriage would shift the “purpose of marriage” away from
raising children and redirect
it toward “the emotional
needs and desires of adults.”
“Traditional marriage has
been around for thousands
of years. Same-sex marriage
is very new,” Justice Samuel
Alito said Tuesday. “So there
isn’t a lot of data about its effect. And it may turn out to
be a good thing. It may turn

out not to be a good thing, as
the supporters of Proposition
8 apparently believe.”
Some GW supporters
baked brownies to hand out
to those standing outside
the court, bundled in hats
and scarves. Demonstrators
could not hear the discussion
inside, but most stayed energized.
Students from the School
Without Walls, a public high
school on campus, have built
up their Gay-Straight Alliance chapter over the last
year and organized a candlelight vigil across from the
Supreme Court Monday evening.
“Even though I can’t
get married now because I
am too young and have a
lot to think about, I want to
know that if some day I find
the woman of my dreams,
I will be allowed to marry
her,” Anna Tsai, the student
group’s president, said.
–Chloé Sorvino, Allison
Kowalski and Colleen Murphy
contributed to this report.
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HATCHET RECIPES

Get off your

BOTTOM

punk karaoke
Black Cat
March 29
$8

H

DJ ?UESTLOVE

Howard Theatre
March 30
$17.50 to $22.50

Bites and Booze

Follow these simple recipes to add just the right amount of flavor to any celebration.
Rose-Scented Tarragon Wine Spritzer
No beverage goes better with steak than a glass of red wine, the base of my wine
spritzer. To bring out the tarragon flavor of the béarnaise in the accompanying recipe,
make tarragon simple syrup as a sweetener. Scenting it with my secret ingredient,
rosewater, lends a delicate floral bouquet to the wine. For the finishing touch, lighten it
with club soda to allow the new flavors to come through. Make this wine spritzer for your
friends, and they’ll beg you to divulge your secrets.

jordan emont | photo editor

Ingredients

Directions

Makes 2 cocktails

In a medium-size saucepan, dissolve the sugar into
the water along with the rosewater and de-stemmed
tarragon. Add an ice cube to cool it down and set it
aside in a bowl.
To a wine glass, add one shot of simple syrup and fill
the glass halfway up with wine. Add two shots of sparkling water and stir.
Garnish with a sprig of tarragon, a lime wedge to
squeeze into the drink) and serve.

1 shot sugar
2 shots water
3 sprigs fresh tarragon (two destemmed and one for garnish)
3 tbsp rosewater
Cabernet Sauvignon, or your favorite
red wine
2 shots sparkling water
1 lime wedge

Steak Béarnaise
Set the finest table you can, splurge on a bottle of red wine and craft this recipe for steak béarnaise to host a steak-out that would please
even the haughtiest Frenchman. Although a bit complicated to make – this is French cooking, after all – this steak béarnaise, accompanied
by a béarnaise sauce made with tarragon vinegar, white wine and lemon, boasts a delicious interior that is pink throughout.

Directions

Ingredients
Béarnaise Sauce

Béarnaise Sauce

Steak and Asparagus

Ingredients:
2 sticks salted butter
1/4 cup tarragon vinegar
1/4 cup white wine
fresh black pepper
1 small shallot, minced
3 egg yolks
Kosher salt

Melt the butter over low heat and skim off the white
milk solids, leaving behind a clear, clarified butter.
In a small sauté pan, combine the vinegar, white
wine, pepper and shallots. Cook over medium heat
until most of the liquid evaporates.
Remove from heat and add an ice cube to cool
down the liquid. Drain it through a fine mesh
strainer and into a metal bowl. Whisk in egg yolks
vigorously.
Put the bowl over a saucepan of simmering water
only. Drizzle in the clarified butter while whisking so
it slowly emulsifies. Be careful: If the yolks get too
hot, they may curdle.

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit.
Season the steaks well with salt and black pepper and lightly oil them.
Heat a cast-iron grill pan or metal pan on high.
Sear for about four minutes on each side, rotating 45 degrees halfway through to achieve perfect grill marks.
In a baking dish, bake the steaks for about 15
minutes until they are perfectly pink throughout.
Cut the fibrous ends of the asparagus and discard. Boil the rest of the asparagus in very salty
water until tender.

Steak and Asparagus
3 thick sirloin steaks
salt
fresh black pepper
olive oil
1 bunch of asparagus

–Scott Figatner

jordan emont | photo editor
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News media is transforming
more often and more rapidly
than ever before
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student on this campus
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The number of rookie of the week
nods men's tennis freshman Danil
Zelenkov's earned this season.

A year of firsts for the Colonials under Jonathan Tsipis
by brennan murray
Hatchet Staff Writer
When GW recruited graduate student forward Tara
Booker in 2008, she remembers watching in awe as her
future team soared to impressive heights.
After tallying a 12-2 Atlantic 10 record, the 2007-08
Colonials earned a trip to the
NCAA tournament. Once
there, they made quick work
of Auburn, then Cal, and ultimately ended their season
as a member of the coveted
Sweet Sixteen.
“I remember watching
and thinking, ‘This is what I
want,’ ” Booker said.
GW has not reached the
Big Dance or even the A-10
semifinals since that season.
But rookie head coach Jonathan Tsipis made strides this
year in returning the onceprolific program to its former
glory.
For the first time since
2009, the Colonials posted a
winning record. And for the
first time since 2008, they
grabbed a victory in the A-10
tournament. The win was a
special moment for the graduate student players especially,
who had never experienced
such heights since reaching
Foggy Bottom.
“I was very specific with
one goal, and that was, could
we get better on a daily basis,
as the season progressed,”
Tsipis said. “If we weren’t becoming better, we were going
in the other direction.”
Implementing a new strategy that called for a defensive-minded squad instead
of the previously offensefocused one, Tsipis changed
the culture of GW basketball
to fit his own personality to
cultivate what he called a
“championship culture.”
Despite a steep learning
curve due to the new game
plan and intense off-the-court
conditioning push, the Colonials responded to their new

hatchet filE photo

Senior guard Danni Jackson charges down the court against St. Bonaventure this season. Jackson paced the Colonials in scoring over the year.

coach’s call. Not only did
they consistently improve
throughout the season. They
never stopped battling in the
face of growing pains.
Despite
some
tough
stretches, GW ultimately accumulated nearly double last
year’s conference win total.
“I feel like throughout
the years I’d been here it was
kind of like a let down after
let down,” Booker said. “This
year just shows how far coach
Tsipis has taken the team and
is going to take us in the future.”
Along with an overhaul of
GW’s on-the-court makeup,
Tsipis brought his team closer
as a family. It was a team that
showed itself to be a close-

"To say I get a grade at the end of one
season isn't what I'm looking for."
jonathan tsipis
Head Coach
Women's Basketball

knit community early, when
members of the Colonials
climbed aboard a bus in July
to console their head coach at
his mother’s funeral service.
Throughout the season,
Tsipis led through open communication, which, in turn,
allowed his players to better understand their respective roles on the team. Senior

forward Megan Nipe, one of
GW’s clutch role players this
year, said it also encouraged
the formation of stronger connections between upperclassmen and younger players.
Nipe, who averaged six
points per game last year, became the poster child for Tsipis’s new strategy. By the end
of what turned out to be her

best effort yet, she finished
with a markedly improved
average of 10 points per
game, just 0.1 behind firstplace senior Danni Jackson
on the team’s leaderboard.
“The old system, I guess
I had a harder time understanding it,” Nipe said. “With
this new system, I thought it
would be a challenge to pick
up, but it really clicked for
me. And when it clicked for
me, I was able to help it click
for other people as well.”
Booker said she couldn’t
think of a single Colonial who
didn’t buy into Tsipis' strategy. One of the most prominent
examples of a team member
accepting Tsipis’s new look
was graduate student center

BASKETBALL
from p. 1
Lonergan said. “To beat the
best, you have to play the best,
and we really like to play a very
good non-conference schedule.
Our strength of schedule is 90th
in the country.”
“Sixteen gives us a good
balance,” Nero agreed. “Obviously, the Atlantic 10 is going to
be incredibly competitive again,
so we know we’re going to have
16 tough games there.”
Though the Colonials may
not have a concrete understanding of what their schedule will
look like, their head coach is already thinking of his roster. This
year, he said, GW’s new players
made the veterans better, and
vice versa.
It’s a relationship he’s hoping to see continue next year.
Certain holes in GW’s play need
to be filled through recruiting,
but the team is also at its best
when veteran players display
peak performances.
Freshmen Kethan Savage
and Patricio Garino, Joe McDonald and Kevin Larsen made
waves for the Colonials this season as the "freshman four." But
even with that in mind, Lonergan is considering revamping
next year’s starting lineup. He’d
like to see Lasan Kromah start
in his final year, and thinks the
senior guard could join pieces
from this year’s starting five.
“We decided to bring Lasan off the bench [this season],”
Lonergan said. “I thought it was
good for [freshman forward]
Kethan [Savage], because if Kethan wasn’t playing great, we
could always bring Lasan in. It’s
hard to bring a freshman off the
bench – if he’s not playing well,
then you don’t have anybody
else. I give Lasan credit – we
talked a lot about that, and he
was willing to accept that role
for the team. And he was still
playing starter minutes.”
Returning
calculations
aside, Lonergan is realistic that
he will need to answer some of
the team's challenges through
recruiting. The Colonials’ glaring shooting struggles crippled
the team at times this season,
particularly down the stretch,
when GW lost four of its last
five games, forcing a win-and-in
situation in its last home game.
The team’s incoming recruits will afford its head coach
the chance to shuffle the lineups. The starters could depend
on the matchup, Lonergan said.
McDonald could switch to the
two at times, joining Garino in
jamming the wings.

Sara Mostafa. Mostafa, who
has been a dominant paint
presence in much of her fiveyear career with GW, played
many of her minutes this year
off the bench.
Unselfish play was a paramount piece of the puzzle for
the Colonials this year. For veterans like Mostafa and Booker,
though, making sacrifices was
just a small price to pay for
winning an A-10 tournament
game in Philadelphia.
“The way coach Tsipis
plays is with team basketball,” Booker said. “I was extremely happy he was able to
coach me in my last year of
college. I wish it came a little
earlier.”
But when asked how he
would assess his own individual performance this season, Tsipis refrained from
giving a definite answer.
After all, upon agreeing
to head the GW squad last
April, he never viewed his
coaching role as having a definite endpoint.
“I would say ‘incomplete’
because despite all of the
things that we have accomplished, we are still building
more,” Tsipis said. “We talked about doing it the right
way here, doing it for the
long haul. To say I get a grade
at the end of one season isn’t
what I’m looking for.”
But consistent progress is
something he is looking for.
And as he looks at a roster
that could return three of its
seniors from this season, Tsipis is confident his program
will enjoy another season of
firsts – perhaps even an A-10
quarterfinal win.
Though he likes where
GW is at right now, he craves
the future even more.
“I think when people talk
about GW women’s basketball right now, they know
that great things are in store
and progress is being made,”
Tsipis said. “And we like that
challenge of being able to
continue that progress." u
“I think we have a guard
coming in that – I can’t talk
about it – but that has a great
chance to start,” Lonergan said.
“I think we’ll have more ability
to score. We struggled to score at
times. And that’s because we’re
bringing in a couple of guys that
can shoot the ball better – open
things up.”
Improved shooting, too,
would have been crucial in
pulling out victories in tight
games against powerhouse foes
– of which there were so many,
from Kansas State to Temple
and Saint Louis to Butler – that
at times, they seemed to blend
together.
Those wins will come, Lonergan said. He said he hopes the
bounces will start to go GW’s
way as the culture of the team
shifts to one determined to
power its way to victory.
Shades of that culture are
already evident, Lonergan and
Nero agreed. The head coach
credits much of that to senior
forward Isaiah Armwood, who
exemplified the coach’s desired
hustle and heads-up play at
many times this season.
“He plays so hard,” Lonergan said. “I give him a lot of
credit. He rebounds, he plays
hard, he practices hard, too.
And he worked on his game.
His elbow jumper, when he got
here – his 15-foot jumper – was
not a very good shot.”
The shift can be seen in other
places, too, Nero said. The fan
base is reinvigorated and packed
the Smith Center for some games
this season. When the team took
the court in the Barclays Center
for the first round of tournament
action, the GW student section
was full and deafening. Massachusetts’ section of the stands
was empty.
From the seats to the court,
Nero said, the fire was there.
“I see that effort. That effort,
every night, was there. They
were dying at the end,” Nero
said. “If we look back and saw
that we didn’t see improvement, that we weren’t competitive, that I didn’t see hope, then
I’d get nervous.”
GW ended with a 13-17
overall record this season, only
a slight increase from last year’s
10-21 campaign. It wasn’t the result he wanted, but records can
be misleading, Lonergan said.
And while GW’s 2012-13
season might be officially in
the books, Lonergan isn’t quite
ready to turn away. Like during
the post-game bus rides back to
the District, he doesn’t see any
time for a break.
“I text our guys, I tell them
that we’re close,” Lonergan
said. u

