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BOSTON MARATHON TRAGEDY

Student runners safe but shaken

Www.Gwhatchet.com

Counseling
center frees
up staff for
walk-ins

samuel klein | Contributing photo editor

by sarah ferris
Senior News Editor

Alumna helps lead
marathon investigation
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor
A GW Law School alumna
and Massachusetts’ chief federal prosecutor is working on the
country’s most-watched investigation this week, as details of
Monday’s bombing at the Boston
Marathon begin to roll in.
U.S. Attorney for the District
of Massachusetts Carmen Ortiz
will help lead the investigation
into Monday’s bombings.
“Rest assured, we are bringing all the necessary resources to
assist in this matter and that we
will conduct all that we can with
all of our law enforcement partners,” Ortiz said at a press conference. “I ask for your patience
and your understanding as we
continue to pursue leads, gather
evidence to get to the bottom of
who did this and why.”
The Boston Globe reported
Wednesday afternoon that officials spotted on tape an image of
who they believe to be a suspect
in the bombing.
Ortiz, who is the first Latina
and woman to hold her position,
was nominated by President Barack Obama in 2009.
She spoke at the law school’s
graduation ceremony last year
after she was deemed “Bostonian of the Year” by The Boston
Globe.
The 57-year-old, known for
being a tough prosecutor, said
the attack also brought out the
best in bystanders and emergency responders.
“What happened yesterday
was a terrible tragedy, but it
was amazing to see how people
helped one another, running toward the blast to help those in
greater need,” Ortiz said. u

Marathoners pledge to rebound after chaos
by Chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor
The first bomb went off the same minute senior Sarah Joyce crossed the Boston
Marathon’s finish line.
When the second blast shot shrapnel
into the air, Joyce was about 100 feet away.
She was safe, but shaken.
The bombs killed three and injured
more than 180, spraying shrapnel into the
crowd. Joyce didn’t turn back towards the
chaotic Copley Square. Instead, the American studies major froze, unsure which direction was safe.
A runner next to her from Harvard University began crossing himself over and

over and a woman next to her hyperventilated. Smoke hovered over them all.
Still in shock, Joyce recalled silently
hobbling away slowly, after a long training
season that was tough on her knees.
“When I finished [the race], I was
about to cry I was so happy,” Joyce said
about her first marathon. “But it sucked
the happiness out of it and it should be a
really happy event. It doesn’t deserve to
scare people. If anything, it should inspire
people because they can’t take the positive
out of an event like this.”
She wouldn’t have been so close to
the blasts if at she hadn’t decided to push
See BOSTON: Page 7

Walk-in appointments at the
University Counseling Center
jumped 42 percent this spring,
an increase its new director said
helps students as they wait to
be assigned to a counselor or in
emergency situations.
A total of 262 walk-in appointments were recorded this spring,
compared to 76 walk-ins made in
spring 2012.
UCC director Silvio Weisner
said while students had not been
turned away in the past if they
walked in with an urgent need,
the center could now see walkins for 20 or 30-minute sessions
within about an hour.
The two counselors now on
duty for walk-ins and phone
assessments during business
hours comprise a major piece
of its new director’s plan to increase access. The change comes
after students last fall reported
waiting up to one month for an
in-person session.
Weisner said almost 90 percent of students waited fewer
than three weeks to be assigned to
a counselor, after an initial assessment, so far this academic year.
He added that since he arrived
at the counseling center in September, most students had their first
session – an initial assessment that
See UCC: Page 7

Data helps
shape
next steps
at GW
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor

The Student Association fielded 40 percent fewer funding appeals from student organizations this year after allocating about
$800,000, but maintained funding cuts for
GW’s two largest Greek life groups.
The appeals committee granted 32 of
the 36 requests for more funding, giving
out an additional total of about $30,000.
The Interfraternity Council and Panhellenic Association, whose appeals were
denied despite successful petitions in recent years, have already planned how to
offset the funding cuts. Fraternity leaders
said they would double chapters’ semesterly dues to the IFC, while sorority leaders are proposing to slash spending at recruitment events.

Six years ago, University officials flagged a glaring weakness
in an accreditation self-study:
The data they collected to measure academic progress often
went to waste, failing to prompt
any real change.
Now, with a response to that
report due June 1, administrators are trying to improve the
University’s previously lackluster assessment practices as
accreditors push for proof of
success and colleges nationwide
focus on the numbers.
They are adopting a “Moneyball” approach to decisionmaking – increasing oversight
of academic assessment, rewarding departments that make
data-based changes and studying applicants to shape admissions practices.
“There’s always been a lot of
data, but we just haven’t used all
the data,” said Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and
Planning Forrest Maltzman, who
chaired that accreditation study
and now serves as the provost's
second-in-command.
Since the 2007 self-study
conducted for the Middle States
Commission on Higher Education, the University has collected
data from each of its schools on
how students are learning, based
on yearly department-level reviews of senior papers and capstone courses.
The University then created
the Office of Academic Assessment and Planning in 2008, but

See APPEALS: Page 7

See DATA: Page 5

left: photo courtesy of Daniel Mordarski, right: photo courtesy of Jacqueline Wilkins

Left: Senior Daniel Mordarski, left, left the course before the blasts. Right: Physician assistant student
Jacqueline Wilkins has run 14 marathons, and said the bombing would not deter her from running more.

SA denies Greek life funding appeals
by chloé sorvino and jeremy diamond
News Editors
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Snapshot

IN Brief

University pushes to
fund unpaid internships

–Anuyha Bobba

correction
In “Sodexo to report local, humanely
treated food,” (p. 2, April 11, 2013) The
Hatchet incorrectly reported that Sodexo
committed to purchasing 20 percent of
humanely treated or organic food by
2020. While this is the goal of the Real
Food Calculator, each university will decide how much to buy on its own. We
regret this error.

cameron lancaster | hatchet staff PHOTOGRAPHER

Freshman Hugh Mansfield of Sons of Pitch sings a solo as part of the ‘Backstreet Boys Medley’ on the Lisner Auditorium stage Wednesday
evening. The group was one of seven performers at the Battle of the A Capella Groups, a competition won by the GW Vibes.

QUOTABLE

''

About 150 students are competing to
have GW fund their unpaid internships
this summer, but the University has yet
to announce the number of grants available.
With unpaid internships in the national spotlight, selected students will
each receive a check ranging from $1,000
to $3,000 based on their financial need
and the type of internship, Assistant
Provost for University Career Services
Rachel Brown said. Applications for the
grants, called “Knowledge in Action,”
were due Monday.
Brown declined to say how much had
been fundraised so far, adding that the
University Career Center is continuing
to market the internship grant program
to potential donors. Fundraising efforts
have targeted parents and alumni.
Brown said she is content with the
number of students who applied.
The office is hoping to win an
alumnus-sponsored cash challenge that
awards $20,000 to the GW department
or program that tallies the most online
votes, which Brown said would help bolster the fund for future grants.
The GW Career Center was in the
No. 2 slot for the challenge Tuesday, with
about a week of voting to go. The firstplace winner will earn $20,000, which
could fund up to 20 unpaid internships.
Each student’s application includes a
proposed budget, which lays out projected travel, housing and meal costs. The
applications will be vetted three times
by members of the University’s Career
Services Advisory Council.
Peer institutions like New York University target students looking to gain
experience in fields that typically don’t
have the funds to pay interns, like public service and the arts, giving out $1,000
during fall, spring and summer semesters.

''

If anything, it should inspire people, because they
can’t take the positive out of an event like this.

–Sarah Joyce, GW senior, on finishing the Boston Marathon about a minute before it was bombed.
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Race and the Race for the Presidency

5th Annual Mix-Off

The Future of Global Health

Join journalists and experts in American politics,
including political strategists Donna Brazile and
Jim Margolis, as they discuss the role of race in
the 2012 election.
Media and Public Affairs Building • 1:30 p.m.

Compete in the University’s annual
mix-off and enjoy free mocktails and
barbecue sponsored by the Center
for Alcohol and other Drug Education.
Kogan Plaza • 5 p.m.

Listen to a panel of global health
experts in a discussion on the future
of global health in a dynamic world.
Marvin Center, Room 404
• Noon

Sunday

21

The Spring Charity Soccer
Classic
Head out to the National Mall for a
five-on-five soccer tournament and
compete for the charity of your choice.
Smith Center • 10:30 a.m.
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Eased rules would
help online growth
States expected to slowly adopt less
stringent regulations on online programs
by McKinley Kant
Hatchet Reporter

samuel klein | contributing photo editor

Students waited for their orders Wednesday at J Street's Metro Diner. University officials said freshmen will have to spend $100 more next
year as part of the new mandatory dining plan. The move came after parents complained that students' meal budgets were insufficient.

Freshmen to get more Colonial Cash
by jeremy diamond
Contributing Editor
The freshman mandatory dining plan will increase
starting next fall for the first
time in five years, after parents called the current plan
insufficient.
Freshmen will pay an
extra $100 in Colonial Cash,
amounting to a total of
$3,500 for their meal plan
next year, Director of Campus Support Services Nancy
Haaga said Wednesday.
Students can also choose
a costlier Dining Dollar plan
and earn free money from
the University to spend at
on-campus Sodexo-run venues. Students who purchase
between $100 and $500 receive an additional $10 to
$100 through GW's first voluntary dining plan.
For example, students
who choose the most expensive plan will pay $500 and,
in turn, receive $600 worth
of Dining Dollars that can

be used at J Street and GDub Java, along with Pelham Commons and ZeBi on
the Mount Vernon Campus.
Freshmen already pay for
$700 worth of Dining Dollars each semester.
“We made an effort to try
and bump up [the required
plan] a little bit, while at
the same time introducing
the voluntary plan,” Haaga
said. “So we think it’s a nice
mix.”
Haaga said the move
was based on feedback from
the University’s Parents' Association Advisory Council
over the last several years.
She said the increased
plans will help students
keep up with the costs of
inflation as area businesses
raise their prices.
Some GWorld partners
have also said they inflate
their prices to afford the 8 to
10 percent commission fee
and the 10-cent swipe fee to
the University. Major credit
cards charge between 2 and

5 percent in surcharges.
Rodney Johnson, executive director of the office
of parent services, said the
decision was a step in the
right direction to give students the meal plan they
need. He said he has fielded
a high volume of calls from
parents who said the freshman dining plan fell short.
“I’m glad we added $100
to the meal plan,” Johnson
said, adding that “$3,500 is
not enough, to be quite hon est. In my opinion, it’s just
not enough money for the
average student.”
Johnson said he thinks
the freshman plan will increase again next year.
The pricier dining plan
will benefit students receiving financial assistance,
because their scholarships
and loans will cover an increased total cost of attendance, Haaga said.
While the University
has nothing proposed to
increase dining plans for

upperclassmen living on
campus, the voluntary dining plans will be available
to all students throughout
the year.
The University stopped
requiring sophomores to
purchase J Street dining
plans in 2011, after years of
student complaints. Sophomores now pay $2,500 each
academic year for GWorld
money that can be used
at venues around campus. That meal plan drops
to $2,000 for juniors and
$1,000 for seniors. Students
who live off campus are not
required to purchase the
plans.
The University has made
multiple changes to its dining services in recent years,
looking to attract more students to the Sodexo-run venues. In the last two years,
the University has scrapped
vendors from J Street, such
as Wendy's and Chick-fil-A,
and revamped its marketing
efforts to boost sales. u

State government leaders will likely move toward
easing regulations for online
programs, a step that would
help GW continue to grow
its burgeoning digital offerings.
State government officials will meet in Indianapolis this week to discuss how
to roll back patchwork regulations that higher education leaders say have slowed
universities’ efforts to add
online programs that appeal
to professional students and
bring in tuition.
A group of state and
education leaders, including former U.S. Secretary
of Education Richard Riley,
proposed ways to streamline the rules and lower fees,
which can total $10,000 per
state.
Paul Schiff Berman,
GW’s vice provost for online education and academic innovation, said the
University may have been
prevented from enrolling
students in online programs
if they lived in states with
strict rules. The Office of the
General Counsel is tracking
where online students reside
to understand the scope of
the issue, Berman said.
“It is very important
to us that there be more
streamlined ways to comply
with [Department of Education] and state requirements,
as we expect the growth
in online programs to continue,” he said. “Anything
that would streamline this
process would be welcome
from our perspective.”
Under a proposal by one
distance education regulatory body, states that enroll
students in online university
programs elsewhere would
not be able to regulate programs in those states. Instead, the programs would
be regulated by their home
state.

But the process of getting every state on board
will likely be “long and
drawn out” over several
months, said Crady deGolian, director of the Council
of State Governments’ National Center for Interstate
Compacts.
He said in a phone interview from the national
conference that state leaders are eager to increase
access to online programs,
but are looking to ensure
that enough regulation is in
place for consumer protection. That focus is increasing
as the Department of Education keeps a closer eye on
for-profit universities’ online programs.
“Admittedly, there is a
delicate balance between
accessibility and regulation
and making sure stringentenough policies and practices are in place to make sure
states and institutions will
be comfortable participating,” deGolian said.
The potential changes
come as GW tries to broaden
its appeal to online graduate students, releasing new
digital programs in business
and public health this year.
GW also appointed Berman as the University’s first
high-level administrator in
charge of online learning.
GW’s online programs
have earned recognition as
some of the top digital graduate offerings in the U.S. In
January, GW's online education and nursing programs
were each listed within the
top 20 in their respective
categories by U.S. News &
World Report. The school’s
online MBA was No. 45 on
the online graduate program
ranking.
The strategy to bulk up
online education is also padding GW’s tuition revenue,
as its on-campus offerings
are limited by a District-imposed enrollment cap.
–Cory Weinberg
contributed to this report.

Arts take in $2.5 million gift
Double alumnus
funds student theatre,
scholarships and art
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor

erica christian | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Student Association Executive Vice President Kostas Skordalos introduced a resolution that would have
increased resources to fight against sexual assault. The majority of senators chose not to vote on the bill.

Sexual assault bill defeated in SA
by chloe sorvino and
brianna gurciullo
New Editors
The Student Association Senate rejected the first
piece of legislation backed
by its newly elected leader
Monday, which looked to
step up awareness of sexual
assault around campus.
The majority of the
group – about two dozen
senators – abstained from
voting on the resolution,
which was put forth by Sen.
Shashwat Gauntam, SoB-G,
and supported by incoming
SA executive vice president
Kostas Skordalos, who was
elected on a platform largely centered on sexual assault prevention.
It specifically called for
employee training on how to
handle incidences of sexual assault, a campus-wide awareness campaign and a wider
time frame to file allegations
of sexual assault – three issues
that GW's Deputy Title IX
Coordinator Tara Pereira has
already announced that GW
plans to tackle.
The majority of senators,
including Sen. Nick Gumas, CCAS-U, said the bill
lacked concrete language
and specific goals. Gumas,
who is also the president of
Allied in Pride, said passing
Skordalos’ resolution would
cause the senate to “lose legitimacy,” and noted that the

senate should pass a more
thorough bill about the issue
in the future.
Gumas and Sen. Omeed
Firouzi, CCAS-U, will join
Skordalos in crafting a
“more comprehensive” bill
this week. Gumas said they
hope it will pass the senate
this year.
“Kostas
thankfully
made this a salient issue. If
we’re going to get this involved in debate, I would
like to have all the research
laid out and not just a resolution saying sexual assault
is bad,” Gumas, a sophomore, said. “I want concrete
steps. I want more specifics.
It pains me to not be drastically in support of this, but
I just can’t.”
Along with helping Gumas and Firouzi pen the
new bill, Skordalos said
he will spend the summer
completing more research
and meeting with administrators including Pereira.
“It’s something that affects everybody,” Skordalos
said. “I think the majority
of the senators know that it
needed to get done.”
Pereira announced in
October that GW would
launch a website detailing the University’s
new sexual assault policy. The website, called
HAVEN, is expected to
launch this spring and is designed to inform both vic-

tims and students accused
of sexual assault about support services around GW.
Pereira also said in January that GW plans to extend the time frame during
which a student can take
action against an alleged
perpetrator to one and a
half years, from the current
180-day policy.
The University already
trains faculty and staff on
how to respond when a
victim of sexual assault
comes forward about his or
her experience. Employees
who are most likely to act
as first responders – such as
Center for Student Engagement, house, athletics and
Greek life staff – must also
participate in 90-minute
training sessions.
Outgoing executive vice
president Abby Bergren
used her final minutes with
senators to criticize them
for not passing the resolution, calling it a “wasted
opportunity” to support
student groups.
“If you guys wanted
more information, look it
up. Ask these questions before these meetings,” Bergren said. “When students
are passionate about an issue, they try to gather all
the tools at their disposal
to advocate for them, and
this is one of them. This is
something we could have
done.” u

A $2.5 million gift from
a double alumnus will help
fund MainStage productions, add scholarships for
theater students and hand
GW a $200,000 art collection,
the University announced
Wednesday.
The planned gift from
65-year-old Marc Albert – a
D.C. bankruptcy lawyer and
1973 GW Law School graduate – will help bolster the
University’s theater, dance
and fine arts programs as
GW looks to push forward a
broader arts initiative.
“There’s no reason why
we can’t compete with others.
This is a great theater city,” he
said. “This is an opportunity
for us to attract more talented
actors, and any support I can
give, I’d be delighted.”
Albert, who also earned
his bachelor’s degree from
GW in 1970, said in an interview that he hopes the gift
spurs more philanthropy for
the University’s art programs.
He has been consistently involved in the programs by
producing student shows like

“Sweeney Todd,” “Hair” and
“The Merchant of Venice.”
The University has increasingly looked toward
donations left in wills to add
to GW’s growing donor base.
Those types of gifts grew by
56 percent last year, as the
University brought in $23.5
million from 81 donations
that mature when donors die.
Part of Albert’s gift will
help fund one undergraduate
scholarship per year for a theater major or minor.
Albert, a lawyer at the
firm Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP, said he also donated
to help ensure his nearly
$200,000 art collection was in
good hands. His late partner,
alumnus Michael Green, who
died in 1987, painted some of
the pieces in the collection.
“He was one of the finest Washington art school
painters. He was a painter’s
painter,” Albert said. “I was
getting more concerned as I
was turning 65 [with] what I
was going to do with my artwork and how I want to treat
my property.”
Albert has kept strong ties
with GW, especially with the
Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences. He sits on its
council of arts and sciences,
helping to interview the college’s dean candidates.
His gift also jumpstarts an
arts initiative Columbian College is beginning to roll out,

"This is an
opportunity for us to
attract more
talented actors, and
any support I can
give I'd be delighted."
Marc Albert
Donor

which focuses on expanding performance and gallery
space and increasing arts departments’ visibility on campus.
The University recently
partnered with D.C.'s flagship
theater, Arena Stage, to fund
and house student-produced
performances that explore
different aspects of the Civil
War. It is also adding artistsin-residence next year.
“The Arts Initiative is an
ongoing multiyear effort to
place GW at the forefront of
creative and cultural activity
in the nation’s capital,” Columbian College Dean Peg
Barratt said in a release. “The
long-term vision is to further
showcase our arts profile and
make GW the venue for cultural education, research and
performance.” u

Hatchet file photo

MainStage productions like 'Hair,' which are put on by the Department of Theater and Dance, will benefit
from a $2.5 million gift from double alumnus Marc Albert. His gift will also help fund scholarships.
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Staff Editorial

We will mourn
together
The first explosion went off at
about 2:50 p.m. Monday.
Then there was a second blast.
Reports of injuries followed. Pictures taken from iPhones and security cameras showed, in real time,
the chaos that ensued at the finish
line.
Students at GW were far away
from the tragic events up the coast
in Boston. But there was a sense of
close connection, even from hundreds of miles away, as we watched
the rush of Tweets and Facebook
posts throughout the afternoon
and into the night.
The University community
learned about the catastrophe minute-by-minute, watching from the
District. And despite the distance,
we felt a sense of attachment to the
events and the victims, trying to
make sense of the chaos.
Whether you have family in
Boston or friends who were at the
marathon Monday afternoon, all
Americans – and even members
of the international community –
were touched by this event. And
when the effects of the tragedy
came to the District as the White
House heightened security, the
chill on campus was that much
more palpable.

Students at GW who
struggle with the
ramifications of the
bombings should
know that they
can find comfort
and security at the
University Counseling
Center.
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hen I was a sophomore in high
school, my Spanish teacher would
blame any mistake I made
– mispronouncing a word, arriving late to class, fudging my
homework – on the mere fact
that I was a sophomore.
“You’re in your sophomore
slump,” she would remind
me, as if my shortcomings in
learning a language directly
correlated with my secondyear status.
But now, as I finish my
sophomore year in college and
look back at my time as an undergraduate thus far, I finally
realize that my teacher might
have had a point. Strangely, I
didn't find the clarity I thought
I would in college.
Sophomore year is a transitional time. A second-year student is neither just beginning
nor almost finished. My position between those landmarks
has left me thinking a lot about
what it means to be a college
student.
But I have more questions
now than when I started.
I’ve picked my major, but
have I chosen the most marketable one? I love my friends, but
what if I had met a different
group of people? What if I stuck
with my original plan and went
to a small liberal arts college in
the Pennsylvania cornfields or
the New York Catskills?
And sometimes, I question
the very questions themselves.
Should I spend so much
time reflecting? Isn’t that, in

Contributing
Editor

and of itself, a poor use of seconds and minutes?
As college students, we all
have high expectations about
how our time should be spent.
We’ve convinced ourselves that
any free minute should be devoted to an internship, and that
if we don’t take a full course
load, we must have a workstudy job. And if we spend a
Saturday night doing anything
other than drinking at a fraternity party or meeting a potential future spouse at a club, then
we’ve wasted a social opportunity.
That’s the conventional
wisdom. But because these expectations are so tremendous,
it’s quite often that they are
never fully achieved.
As a resident of JBKO Hall,
I thought that over the course
of the year, I’d witness a massive hole in the ground outside
my window slowly but surely
turn into the largest academic
building on campus.
I was apprehensive that
loud, early morning construction at the site of the
future Science and Engineering Hall would cut my sleep
schedule short, but I tried to
assuage my concerns, thinking optimistically that at least
I would have an interesting

perspective on the state of the
construction project.
But we all know that only
minor visible strides were
made. There’s still nothing
there but a massive hole in the
ground.
Granted, the project isn’t
slated for completion until
2015, but my unrealistically
high expectations led me to
believe there would be more
tangible progress. I thought
there would be monumental
changes I’d be able to observe
this year.
High expectations are
great, because setting goals
is, of course, the first step toward achieving them. But it
doesn’t mean that we will get
anywhere near mission accomplished. And it certainly
doesn’t mean we will walk
away from every experience
knowing where we’ve been
and where we must go next.
So if there’s one thing I’ve
learned this April, as I prepare
to move from my second year
to my third year as an undergraduate, it is to accept that an
overflow of questions is okay.
There’s nothing wrong
with not quite knowing what
remains to be achieved. In fact,
not knowing is the norm.
So call it the sophomore
slump if you want, but something tells me that these questions will last beyond just one
academic year.
–The writer, a sophomore
majoring in political
communication, is The Hatchet’s
contributing opinions editor.

President Knapp considers online education
by Jesse Gurney

Tuesday and Wednesday, news
outlets reported that letters sent
to both President Barack Obama
and lawmakers on Capitol Hill
contained ricin, a poisonous substance.
Three people were killed at the
Boston Marathon, and the number
of injuries climbs as authorities
learn more. How do you respond
to tragedies that, though located in
a single city, rock an entire nation?
Students at GW who struggle
with the ramifications of the bombings should know that they can
find comfort and security at the
University Counseling Center.
And in the coming days and
weeks, students, faculty and administrators should be especially
vigilant and take advantage of the
CARE network, through which they
can identify students who might be
struggling emotionally.
The unfortunate events in Boston were an act of terror. The perpetrators were trying to instill fear
in the hearts of all Americans.
There’s no way to go back and
change what happened. But the
American people, especially in
Boston, will rebound.
In a press briefing Tuesday afternoon, President Barack Obama
described the resilience of the
American public.
“What the world saw yesterday
in the aftermath of the explosions
were stories of heroism and kindness, and generosity and love,” he
said. “Exhausted runners who kept
running to the nearest hospital to
give blood, and those who stayed
to tend to the wounded, some tearing off their own clothes to make
tourniquets. The first responders who ran into the chaos to save
lives.”
As the days pass, we hope intelligence officials will begin to piece
the details together in pursuit of
justice so families and friends will
begin to find closure.
In the meantime, we will find
solace in one another. We will
mourn together.
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More than just the sophomore slump Gelman needs a
Justin
library
lobbyist
Peligri
W

I

W

ithin the next week, the University plans to announce
a new librarian for Gelman
Library, after the former
leader stepped down last summer.

Patrick
Rochelle

Opinions Editor
Gelman is a campus centerpiece. It’s
the crossroads of all academic pursuits
at GW for thousands of students, faculty
and administrators every day.
But despite its location at the heart
of campus and the critical role it plays
in students' and professors' lives, consultants said in March that Gelman is
lacking when it comes to resources and
staff.
To most of us, this isn't news. Gelman
has a long history of being underfunded.
The library’s budget has remained stagnant at $4 million for the past decade.
During midterms and final exams,
it's nearly impossible to find a place to
sit and study at Gelman. Last week, the
library closed twice because temperatures reached unbearable levels after
the cooling system broke. Students have
come to jokingly refer to it as "GelHell."
It’s a joke, but truth wears a smile.
And on top of that, the consultants
said this semester that Gelman barely
counts as a research library, so it isn't
even a functional academic facility.
So that's why it’s essential that the
library’s new leader assumes the role
of Gelman’s chief lobbyist, making sure
that these issues are resolved.
The University invested $16 million
for renovations to the first and second
floors of the aging building, which will
include a new entrance from Kogan Plaza. But these changes are largely going
to be cosmetic.
At a time when GW is investing hundreds of millions of dollars in projects
like the $275 million Science and Engineering Hall, a new School of Public
Health and Health Services building
and the GW Museum, it’s shocking that
Gelman has been put on the back burner.
Old, uncomfortable furniture. A lack
of space to study. Cracked ceilings. The
list of complaints was endless. And it
still is.
Now, GW is about to name its new
chief librarian. This person should see
his or her role not only as the leader of
the library, but also as a chief advocate
for the student body.
GW students are fortunate to have
the National Archives and the Folger
Shakespeare Library near campus. Provost Steven Lerman said in March that
because of the University's close proximity to these libraries, GW has hesitated
to invest in Gelman.
A college cannot neglect its own library just because there are others across
the city.
A library is the most basic element
of any college campus. It’s the starting
point for research and academic pursuits. And if GW has any hopes of elevating its stature, the library has to at
least be up to par.
–The writer, a senior majoring in
English, is The Hatchet’s opinions editor.

A tech innovation that degrades learning

n a joint effort, Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology rolled out
a piece of software this month
that would provide instant feedback
on essays and gives students the opportunity to correct their answers for
more credit.
Some in the higher education
and tech worlds have touted it as an
educational boon, saving professors
and students time and grunt work.
EdX expects plenty of universities
to catch on to aspects of the program
and follow in the footsteps of some of
its partners like Georgetown University and University of Texas, which
have already launched free online
courses through the venture.
And while GW administrators
say they have no immediate plans
to adopt the software, they admit the
technology is intriguing. But they
should continue to tread lightly on
rocky technological terrain.
The edX software would degrade
the classroom experience, replacing
valid, personal faculty feedback with
tips from computers.
The note of caution is key, es-

Dan Grover
Columnist
pecially as the University rightfully
looks toward innovation. The University recently appointed its first
vice provost for online education
and academic innovation, handing the job to former law dean Paul
Schiff Berman. It’s also expanded its
base of online graduate programs
and made them more interactive.
With such a push toward online
education recently, it seems logical
– albeit frightening – that edX's essay-grading software is a realm that
could be explored.
“My
immediate
personal
thought is that it potentially is a great
learning tool,” Associate Provost and
Director of the Teaching and Learning Collaborative Denis Cioffi said in
an email. "If a student could see how
to improve an essay immediately,
redrafts might be much more attractive, and rapid improvement might
occur.”
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Using technology to enhance
the classroom experience is, of
course, vital. Students learn better
with visual components, like PowerPoint presentations and YouTube videos, to augment lectures.
And there’s something to be said
about making college-level classes
affordable for the masses through
online education.
But when considering ways to
offer some academic options online,
computer-graded essays should remain off-limits. After all, it’s hard to
imagine how a machine could grade
something as subjective as a paper.
Essays by their very nature
are subjective, argument-based
and difficult to quantify. And unlike a standardized test or a math
problem, there isn’t necessarily
a right answer. What’s troubling
about edX’s invention is that it assumes you can plug in a formula
for the perfect essay, but that simply isn’t the case.
Computers can tell you if you
have a run-on sentence or a misspelling, but they can’t help improve the
ideas of an argument or thesis. That’s

where teachers come in. A professor’s purpose is to provide meaningful feedback to students and help
them develop their argument.
When I’m writing a paper, I often
bring it to the professor and we edit
my work together. It triggers a dialogue about my progress and gives
me ways to improve the draft.
I fear that edX’s invention would
render this important step in the
learning process virtually obsolete.
Professors would lose relevance, as
there would be no need for them to
give students feedback.
GW, like many other institutions,
has a comprehensive writing program that, in theory, relies heavily on
one-on-one conversations. The writing courses are intentionally small,
which gives students the ability to
work closely with their professors.
No computer can replace that.
Technology is an important part
of higher education, and it should
be. But we should be wary of what it
might replace.
–The writer, a freshman
majoring in English, is a Hatchet
columnist.
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Media school launches hunger project, offers travel grants
by Mary ellen mcintire
Hatchet Staff Writer
The School of Media and
Public Affairs will offer grants
for at least two students to
travel across Africa this summer as part of a project targeting worldwide hunger.
The trip is part of a
larger initiative by Planet
Forward, a sustainabilityfocused media project run
by SMPA. Its latest endeavor, called Feed the Planet,
will bring top political and
business leaders together
to highlight innovations in
food production, said Frank
Sesno, director of SMPA and
creator of Planet Forward.
Students will be accompanied by a professional
backpack producer on a trip
that will likely last about
two weeks, before returning to D.C. to produce the
videos. The trip is currently
funded by foundations, individuals and other companies, though Sesno said
he is seeking more funding
and hopes to add another
production team.
The videos will be showcased as part of a Planet
Forward event this November, which will also feature
a major keynote speaker
and videos from Sesno’s
multimedia reporting class
this fall.
It will be one of four
events this summer and fall
bringing together top decisionmakers to collaborate
across disciplines on issues
such as food and technology, public-private partnerships and the changing
nature of farms, tastes and
nutrition, Sesno said.
“The idea is to bring together innovators and decisionmakers so that we can
celebrate the innovators,

CRIME LOG
Simple Assault/
Liquor Law
Violation
Public property on
campus
4/12/13 – 4:30 p.m.
Case closed

The University Police
Department received
a report that two male
students had been in a
physical confrontation
with a Vern Express
driver. The students
claimed that the driver
would not allow them on
the bus, but the driver
said it was because
they were intoxicated.
Both parties accused
the other of initiating a
physical confrontation.
No injuries were
sustained, but one
student was transported
to the hospital for
intoxication.

–Referred for
disciplinary action

Assault on a
Police Officer/
Liquor Law
Violation
Thurston Hall
04/13/13 – 12:51 a.m.
Case closed

UPD responded to a
report of an intoxicated
male subject who was
unaffiliated with the
University. While he
was being evaluated by
EMeRG staff, he grabbed
a female EMT and
refused to let go.

–Subject barred from
campus

THEFT
Ivory Tower
4/14/13 – 10:07 p.m.
Case closed

A student left a suitcase
outside her room on
the upper floor of Ivory
Tower. She walked away
from the suitcase, and
when she returned, the
suitcase was missing.

–No identifiable suspect

THEFT/CREDIT CARD
FRAUD
Duques Hall
4/15/13 – 10:45 a.m. to
noon
Case closed

A staff member reported
that she left her
belongings unattended
and then noticed her
wallet was missing. She
subsequently discovered
charges on her credit
card.

–Referred to MPD

–Compiled by Aaron
Goodtree

Courtesy of Dan Reed

Planet Forward founder Frank Sesno, also the director of the School of Media and Public Affairs, addressed a packed audience in the Jack Morton auditorium. Planet Forward is a
sustainability-focused media project, which recently announced a project geared at combating hunger worldwide. It follows the University's recent focus on hunger-related issues.

the innovations themselves
and replicate best practices,” Sesno said.
University
President
Steven Knapp hosted the
first event April 3 that connected faculty, the head of
the U.S. Agency for International Development and the
director of the U.S. World
Food Program at his F Street
home.
The Africa trip, which
will be fully financed for

those accepted, is the second fellowship offered by
SMPA this year for undergraduates. The school offers the SMPA-Pulitzer
Center on Crisis Reporting
fellowship to one student
to investigate an underreported news story abroad
every year. The ManheimSterling award, named for
two SMPA professors who
retired last year, was also
awarded to two students

this year.
“We’re not fielding correspondents to do a standup in front of somebody
who’s working in the field,”
Sesno said. “We want to
hear from the people telling
their stories. And that’s, to
me, one of the exciting and
empowering things about
this sort of ‘smart food revolution.’ Everyone can tell
their own story.”
He said that the ideas

brought forward could help
global hunger, an issue GW
has focused more on lately.
The initiative comes after the University dished out
over $200,000 on research
proposals related to food and
nutrition and lured famous
chef José Andrés to teach an
undergraduate class on food
this semester.
The initiative also tries
to take root as more people
nationwide focus on food

issues.
“Right now, one of the
things we do and do very
well is we export food. We
can do more of that,” Sesno
said. “How do we navigate
the debate over GMOs and
labeling and all these other
things? Our focus is not going to be to wallow in the
debate over those things,
but to really try to highlight
those new things that are
happening.” u

Knapp testifies before Congress
to defend liberal arts funding
by Mary ellen mcintire
Hatchet Staff Writer
University
President
Steven Knapp urged Congress Wednesday to increase
funding for the humanities,
stressing the significance of
research dollars in these areas.
Knapp, a former professor of English literature,
testified before a House Appropriations subcommittee
and defended funding for
the National Endowment for
the Humanities – a federal
agency that is one of the nation's largest benefactors of
humanities programs.
The agency has allocated
more than $1 million to GW
initiatives in recent years.
“Without support from
the NEH, universities like
ours would not have the resources they need to sustain
their role in enabling our
citizens to understand our
nation’s history, to cherish
its core values or to strive together to realize our shared
aspirations,” Knapp said.
Echoing President Barack

DATA
from p. 1
administrators say they are
still looking to do more, like
incentivize academic departments to overhaul courses if
they find their teaching isn’t
working.
And now that the provost’s office oversees GW’s
student life arm, those offices
will undergo reviews, just
like academic departments.
“I just think there’s this
natural tendency that unless you do that periodically,
you tend to make decisions
on assumptions,” Provost
Steven Lerman said. “We’re
doing that in many different parts of the organization,
asking, 'How do you know
what works and what doesn’t
work?' ”
Administrators and accreditors are pressing faculty
for open data, which has been
a game changer, said Dan
Ullman, Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences associate dean of undergraduate
students and a mathematics
professor. He said it's helped
by requiring departments to
report more information to
dean’s offices.
“In the old model, faculty
were king of their fiefdom
in the classroom. They got
to assess their students, give
their grades, determine what
they wanted to teach the students,” Ullman said. “Now
we’re saying, we have a communal responsibility to teach
the students.”

Obama, Knapp asked members of Congress to approve
a $154 million budget for the
next fiscal year.
The National Endowment for the Humanities typically grants about $40 million each year to universities,
museums, libraries and other
cultural institutions to fund
independent research and
projects tied to the humanities. The organization has
seen significant budget cuts
over the past few years, and
chairman Jim Leach said in
February that awards would
be constrained due to the
federal sequestration.
The
agency
helped
fund the $710,000 Eleanor
Roosevelt Papers at GW,
Knapp said in his testimony.
The Eleanor Roosevelt project, which has hosted 130
student volunteers, has published historical records related to the former first lady.
GW also received $330,000 to
fund the First Federal Congress project.
Knapp has staunchly
advocated for the humanities at the University and be-

Creating a culture of
assessment
Data collection is becoming more mandatory as accreditors rapidly raise their
expectations to prove they are
helping students learn, said
Cheryl Beil, GW’s associate
provost for academic planning and assessment.
She is heading the University’s required five-year checkup with its accreditor, the
Middle States Commission on
Higher Education, which will
be made public in the fall.
“It used to be, you wrote up
a report, and it was fine,” Beil
said. “They’ve really ramped
up the assessment piece, and
its assessment of student learning outcomes, but it’s also institutional assessment.”
The University’s arts and
sciences, business and education schools all added positions to oversee assessment
and data collection. GW has
also given out $50,000 in the
last four years for departments
to revamp assessment.
Beil said the University
has made significant strides
since that 2007 report, which
said that GW needed to shift
from a “culture of data collection and investment to a
culture of assessment and renewal.”
Those attempts were underway when administrators
caught the admissions office
in a decade-long practice of
inflating freshman profile
statistics. Maltzman said he
caught the mistake when he
reviewed admissions office
data last summer.

yond the campus' perimeter.
Knapp launched a University-wide initiative to promote
the arts at the University in
2011. He has stood up for
other humanities benefactors, defending funding for
research in the field before
the National Humanities Association in 2009.
Last month, Knapp gave
the opening address at the
2013 meeting of the National
Humanities Alliance. He is
also a member of the Commission on the Humanities
and Social Sciences.
Knapp also discussed the
practical benefits of studying
the humanities, pointing to
the 9/11 Commission Report,
which demonstrated the nation's limited knowledge of
foreign cultures.
“They are, to begin with,
essential to national security,
and there is little doubt that
the nation’s security would
be strengthened if our citizens and their leaders were
better informed about the
Hatchet File Photo
languages and beliefs of our University President Steven Knapp, a former professor of English literature,
allies as well as our adversar- defended humanities funding on Capitol Hill Wednesday. He spoke on beies,” Knapp said. u
half of an organization that has awarded GW more than $1 million in grants.
The error, which administrators maintain was not
intentional, kicked GW out of
the U.S. News & World Report
top colleges ranking for one
year. The Office of Academic
Planning and Assessment,
which Beil heads, now oversees data collection instead of
the admissions office.
Beil said Lerman and
Maltzman have made the difference toward a culture shift.
“I’ve been collecting data
here on students since 1984,
and I’ve seen a number of administrators. Forrest and Steve
Lerman are data-driven people, so they really care about
data and are using the data,”
Beil said. “Partly, it reflects a
national trend, but it’s also the
people who are there.”
Former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who retired in 2007 after
leading GW for 19 years, said
his administration was built
on a mix of numbers and gut.
He said while “even back in
the day we used data to make
decisions,” he was skeptical
that it would prove to be a
cure-all.
“What you’re looking for
is balance,” he said. “I don’t
have patience for people who
say we’re just doing what the
numbers dictate. You always
have to bring an intellectual,
cognitive, human component
to making decisions.”
But the data angle is also
sharpest, administrators say,
as they focus more on the
science of admissions and
enrollment
management.
The University hired its first
enrollment chief last month,

cementing its commitment to
more than just marketing GW
to applicants, but also to shaping a class that’s academically
stronger and more diverse.
Lerman and Maltzman
said now they are polling, surveying and separating students
into control groups. As the
University hosts more events
for accepted students this year,
the University is tracking to
see if those students wind up
in Foggy Bottom.
If admitted students check
off that they intend to study
a certain field – whether it is
physics or accounting – they
may get an email from a department chair offering to
answer questions. The move
is calculated, Maltzman said,
and aimed at understanding
how well administrators’ constant tinkering works.
“Between the two of us,
we can typically come up for
any given action at least two
hypotheses that actually lead
you in different directions,
and the only way to tell the
two apart is to get some data,”
Lerman said.

A practice usually ignored
When assistant economics
professor Irene Foster arrived
at GW in 2010, she heard that
students in introductory classes lacked basic math skills. So
in pursuit of raising standards,
the economics department
started handing out practice
algebra tests in the first days
of those classes.
Half of the students
failed.
Despite student gripes

about the tests, the department used the data collected
from those exams to make
evidence-based changes to
redesign courses. Foster said
top administrators have supported the approach, handing
out about $12,000 to help them
study their own classes.
“The econ department
kind of stuck our neck out and
did this because we didn’t
know how it’d go down with
students or the University,”
Foster said. “We put some
teeth behind it. Everyone
knows we’re serious.”
Other departments like
biology began instituting
similar assessments this year.
The political science department shifted similarly when
it found it needed to upgrade
writing standards.
Foster said universities
typically ignore making these
kinds of changes based on assessment, at least in her experience teaching at universities
like Vanderbilt, Indiana and
Purdue.
“I haven’t seen anyone doing any assessment,” she said.
“It should be more systematic.
We owe it to our students.”
And now, as departments
go through their first reviews
since the 2007 study, there are
big incentives to keep good
track of their progress, Beil
said.
“We’re asking programs
to use those assessments if
they want to ask for more
faculty, and any changes
they want to make needs to
be based on data,” she said.
“We’re becoming much more
data-driven.” u
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The quest for the best bubble tea
by margaret kahn Hatchet Staff Writer

A fruit-flavored slush drink filled with rubbery balls of cassava root may sound disgusting to some, but to many, this concoction is the most delicious
relief on a hot day. The recent heat wave means it's bubble tea season. The drink, notable for its tapioca pearls, came to the U.S. by way of Taiwan in the
1990s. If you love bubble tea but are over the subpar offerings close to campus – like Snap in Georgetown or Gallery Market in the Ivory Tower basement
– venture to these Metro-accessible bubble tea vendors.
cory zagone | hatchet photographer

Winner:
Kam Sam Supermarket

Ten Ren Tea

ROCKVILLE METRO

7418 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, Md.
Metro: College Park-U of MD
Price: $3.45
Rating:
5 out of 5

300 N Washington St., Rockville,
Md.
Metro: Rockville
Price: $3
Rating:
5 out of 5

>>

Teaism

scott figatner | hatchet staff photographer

COLLEGE PARK – U of MD METRO

>>

Teaism, which has three locations in
the city – including the nearby 800 Connecticut Ave., NW – offers only one flavor
of bubble tea. On the menu, it is listed as
&quot;zhenzou pearls,&quot; the Taiwanese term for “pearl milk tea.” Because of its
proximity to campus, I&#039;d definitely
return to this café if the craving for boba
hits. The iced milk tea is refreshing and
the tapioca pearls had a nice chewy resistance. The busy eatery has a Japanese tea
house atmosphere without being kitschy.
Come here on weekends for brunch and
add a bubble tea to your meal.

Tea Noodles Rice Cafe
2049 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, Va.
Metro: Courthouse
Price: $3.95
Rating: 3 out of 5

>>

I was wary upon entering this popular office lunch spot, as I haven’t had positive experiences with restaurants selling bubble tea as a side hustle. However, TNR Café has a few
redeeming qualities. The friendly hostess recommended a taro smoothie, whose bubbles had
the ideal level of rubbery-ness that had me scraping the bottom to eat them all even after
the drink was done. The tea was thinner than I prefer, void of the thickness that allows one
to nurse the drink going about the day. Moreover, the limited selection of flavors, which
doesn&#039;t include staple bubble tea flavors like avocado, was disappointing.

cameron lancaster | hatchet staff photographer

COURTHOUSE METRO

2009 R St., NW
Metro: Dupont Circle
Price: $3.74
Boba rating:
4 out of 5

DUPONT CIRCLE METRO

>>

Rockville, Md.'s superior restaurants,
supermarkets and cafés reflect a burgeoning new Chinatown. Rockville’s bestkept secret is Kam Sam, which seems like
an average Asian supermarket to the naked eye. Just like giant, traditional Asian
markets, English is heard rarely, the fish
for sale still swim and customers can
only pay in cash.
But Kam Sam takes the art of making
bubble tea extremely seriously, with an
exhaustive menu that spans three white
boards which are divided into black and
red tea. The wide variety may daunt bubble newcomers, but the patient barista
was happy to suggest the mango black
tea, and this recommendation made the
long train ride worth it. The flavor shot
through my taste buds, and the drink
was packed with just the right size and
consistency of boba. For bubble tea that
good, plus the opportunity to stock up
on the amazing coconut and taro buns at
Bread Corner (591 Hungerford Dr., Rockville, Md.) across the street, I would justify devoting another Saturday morning
to return to Rockville.

Though Ten Ren Tea is a Taiwanbased chain with locations in seven
countries, you wouldn’t know it by the
homey atmosphere. Manga and board
games encourage customers to relax,
and the menu is extensive, with a guide
on how to order a drink based on your
preferences of temperature and consistency. I settled on a raspberry chai bubble tea. Even if you don’t like raspberry
flavor, you will love it when combined
with this rich chai taste. It evokes warm
gingerbread, and mixes perfectly with
those chewy tapioca pearls that can
make or break bubble tea.

jordan leon | hatchet photographer

left: photo courtesy of aural gravy, right: photo courtesy of bret leinen

Indie rockers holychild, who met and formed at GW through a dance class, were recently featured on MTV's "Buzzworthy" show for their single "Best Friends." The band will perform in D.C. on April 19.

Alumni band makes East Coast debut
by rachel smilan-goldstein
Hatchet Reporter
GW-bred, Los Angeles-based
band holychild is bringing their
brand of experimental pop back
to D.C. for their first homecoming
show Friday at the Velvet Lounge
– one of their first shows since
gaining national buzz.
The show is part of the first
East Coast swing for the band,
which includes recent Elliott
School of International Affairs
graduates Liz Nistico and Louie
Diller. Holychild will be performing for friends and family at the
shows, joined by bands Ploy and
Sealab in D.C.
Their single "Best Friends" – a
summery, bubblegum indie pop
track with female vocals and eclectic drumming – was deemed song
of the summer by the MTV show
"Buzzworthy" last month.
Nistico, whose energetic voice

knits the band's songs together,
said the fast start for the band,
which plans to release its first full
album this summer, will be all the
sweeter once it gets back to D.C.
“I’m mostly really excited, and
we haven’t been back since we released everything last summer,”
Nistico, who graduated two years
ago, said.
The indie pop band seamlessly
blends elements of electronica and
jazz into their catchy songs like
"Best Friends" and "Diamonds on
the Rebound." They even bring a
Yeah Yeah Yeahs-style edge to its
track "Watching Waiting."
The band traces its origins to
a GW dance studio in 2010, where
Diller was the musical accompanist
and Nistico was a dancer in one of
dance professor Maida Withers’
modern dance classes. Nistico approached Diller, asking him to create music for a dance project she
was working on. Though her proj-

ect never came to fruition, the pair
stayed in touch, sparking the relationship that would launch both
artists into the music scene.
The band also includes drummer Ben Rose and guitarist/bassist Russell Henson.
Holychild recorded their EP
“Tribes” in D.C. last summer and
moved to Los Angeles last September. After their brief East Coast
tour, the band will return to California to record four more songs
in May, which will complete a fulllength album.
Despite their emerging careers
in the music industry, Nistico and
Diller said they are thankful for
the international affairs education
they got during their years at GW.
“We are both interested in international affairs, and it’s nice to
be in the music industry and have
a more well-rounded view,” Diller
said. “A lot of artists we encounter
here in [Los Angeles] have limited

world views.”
But the trip out west has expanded their exposure in the music
world, leaving behind the District's
quieter music scene that nevertheless helped them with plenty of
opportunities for collaboration.
For most of holychild’s songs,
Nistico writes the vocals and melody, and Diller arranges and produces.
“We’re big on tweaking what
the other brings to the table,” Nistico said.
Nistico said that she finds inspiration for music in everything
from foreign cultures, referencing
her study abroad experience in Nepal, to the discomfort she finds in
the “superficial aspects of society.”
“For me, it’s, like, everywhere,
I guess. I feel like I’m very sensitive
to things that I see,” she said. “I
write a lot as well, in a journal, and
that really keeps my mind sharp.”
Both Diller and Nistico have

had lifelong passions for music,
beginning as early as elementary
school. Nistico said that as a child
she was obsessed with listening to
music and discovering new artists,
and her appreciation of music was
strengthened when she began taking dance classes and felt a “physical connection” to it.
Diller recalled his parents taking him and his brother to concerts
ranging from classical to jazz to
the Rolling Stones from a young
age. He was “mesmerized” by the
Rolling Stones’ performance and
learned how to play the trumpet,
drums and piano.
Diller and Nistico expressed
optimism for holychild’s future.
“It’s nice — our goal is to get to
that place where we’re touring the
world and playing music,” said
Diller, adding that the group will
be taking “baby steps” until then.
“It’s definitely a promising start to
say the least." u
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herself harder at the fourth
mile. Breaking away from
her friends in Tufts University's Marathon Club, running with the 10-minute
mile group, she quickened
her strides to reach the
eight-minute mile pace.
She ended after 3 hours
and 58 minutes – a pace that
had her ecstatic and ready to
tell her friends back at GW it
was the best thing she’s ever
done.
Joyce was one of at least
three GW students attending the marathon Monday,
which by 3 p.m. had ended
in terror. The University’s
Alumni Association confirmed Tuesday that they
had not heard of any students or former students
who had been injured by the
explosions.
As news rolled in about
the explosions, hundreds of
GW students from the Bos-

UCC
from p. 1
is typically held over the
phone – within 24 hours.
Weisner, who was hired
away from nearby Marymount University in Maryland last fall, said the center is
working toward a same-day
system for all students seeking those first appointments,
compared to past years when
students sometimes waited
up to a week for prescheduled phone sessions.
He announced last week
the center’s “mostly successful” 24-hour assessment period alongside a handful of

APPEALS
from p. 1
In reports to the Interfraternity Council and the
Panhellenic Association, the
finance committee concluded that the organizations'
allocated funds don’t yield
advantages for all members
of Greek life and that members benefit more from their
individual chapters. The
committee also cited the Interfraternity Council’s past
spending patterns, includ-
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ton area waited anxiously to
hear from loved ones running or watching the race.
Massachusetts sends the
third-most undergraduates
to GW of any state in the
country.
Senior Elizabeth Kennedy’s family lives less than a
mile from the explosions, and
for about six hours, no one
had heard from her younger
sister. Her family had last
heard she was near the finish line when the blasts sent
shockwaves through their
neighborhood.
Phone
lines
were
jammed. She finally learned
that her sister was unharmed
around 9 p.m.
As hours passed, the
nation’s top investigators
remained unable to answer
questions about what happened, prompting officials
in D.C. and New York to
tighten security. University
President Steven Knapp reminded students in an email
about three hours after initial bombing reports to stay
aware and report suspicious

activity.
The Secret Service shut
down Pennsylvania Avenue
outside the White House
and the Metropolitan Police
Department called in additional security forces across
the city, including Metro
tunnels, as officials prepared
for related threats. Capitol
Hill reporters said workers
removed trash cans, which
Boston officials said may
have hid the bombs near the
marathon.
As students on campus
began grieving Monday, religious organizations like
GW Hillel and the Newman
Center held vigils to honor
the bombing’s victims. The
Student Association will also
host a ceremony Thursday in
University Yard. At least one
student from Boston, whose
mother ran in the marathon
but was not injured, will
speak at the event.
Others were still healing
mentally and physically as
investigators try to explain
the bombing.
Senior Daniel Mordarski

said he struggled to make it
up Boston’s famous Heartbreak Hill, and after walking
for two miles near Boston
College, he hopped off the
course at mile 22. He said it
was probably one of the best
decisions he’s ever made.
“Had I run the marathon
I planned to run, I would
have been right there when
the bombs went off,” said
Mordarski, a biology major
who will return to Boston to
start veterinarian school at
Tufts this fall.
After getting back to
campus Tuesday, ambulances zooming down Foggy Bottom’s streets startled
Joyce, bringing her back to
the panic she had witnessed
the day before.
But Joyce said the experience won’t stop her from
running more marathons.
She plans to run in Boston
again when she can qualify
for a spot in the race.
As one of the nation’s
most prestigious marathons,
Boston welcomes more than
26,000 runners each year on

Patriots’ Day. Schools shut
down, banks close and thousands crowd to the finish line
in Boston’s busiest square to
cheer on the athletes.
It was physician assistant
student Jacqueline Wilkins’s
second time running Boston,
a race that she loves for its
boisterous crowds and the
runners that it brings together.
The veteran racer attended the free pasta dinner
for runners the night before,
and like other races she prepared for, she woke up at
4 a.m. to get ready for the
race starting about six hours
later. It was her 14th marathon.
She took the bus to a
small, colonial town outside
of the city with others, starting the race that would take
them winding around the
most historic parts of the
New England city.
“It’s just magic. Something about it – all the good
energy. You just feel thankful,” Wilkins said.
Filled with traditions –

like when girls from Wellesley College line up at mile
13 and give runners kisses
in the Wellesley Lean, the
bombs shattered runners'
trust in the event.
Wilkins also said the
tragedy won’t turn her away
from running next year.
“If anything, it’s made
me stronger,” Wilkins said.
“As a runner, it has united
all the runners to go back
next year and make it a better experience. We really
value what we had.”
Wilkins, who runs about
five marathons a year, said
she has no plans of cancelling her next marathon in
two weeks in Tennessee.
She finished the race
about an hour before the explosions, and was already
on a train back to D.C. when
she heard the news.
“I was just really shaken
up. It’s such a tragedy. You
work so hard to qualify for
it. It’s so steeped in history
and it’s not ever going to be
the same after this,” Wilkins
said. u

other changes he’s overseen
in his seven months at GW.
The counseling center
has seen an uptick in appointments in the two years
since giving students six free
sessions per semester, as well
as cutting fees for group sessions.
To implement more than
a dozen recommendations
from a University-wide review of the center last year,
Weisner brought three staffers into leadership roles this
year, one of whom started
Monday at GW. The center’s
assistant and associate director roles include training and
education, outreach and prevention and clinical services
– three areas highlighted by

last year's review.
He began whittling down
the waitlist by allowing for a
walk-in option and freeing
up staff hours for appointments, and said the staff is
also focusing on increasing
trainings for staff members
and faculty around the University, assessing visitor experiences through surveys
and reviving the center’s
graduate student training
program.
As staff tweak procedures, Weisner said he would
constantly crunch numbers
and look at evaluations.
Senior Associate Dean of
Students Mark Levine, who
has overseen the UCC for
several years, said GW has

previously tracked the way
students request appointments, how long they have to
wait and who that student is.
This summer, staff will
dig into a comprehensive,
data-driven review and examine “all aspects of the center,” Weisner said.
Students will be asked to
fill out surveys this fall, evaluating everything from the
friendliness of the front desk
staff to the types of skills they
gained during their sessions.
“I’m a very data-driven
person and I believe you can
use data to help implement
positive changes,” Weisner
said, adding that data can
help confirm what the center
is doing well and what needs

improvement. “We’re looking for as much and as varied data as we can possibly
get about students’ experiences.”
Administrators
have
scrutinized the counseling
center over the last year after
allegations surfaced in November 2011 from multiple
counselors who said they left
the center because of previous leadership. Director John
Dages resigned in December,
followed two months later
by associate director Barbara
Brown.
Weisner noted that he has
observed strong staff morale,
and said no counselors left
under his leadership.
Weisner is also advanc-

ing an idea pitched by the
University’s counseling review team last year to reintroduce a graduate student
training center.
He said the University
will likely begin recruiting
for its graduate student program next year, and is planning to admit students in
the fall of 2014. The center
currently hires post-doctoral
students working on their
licensing accreditation, and
has not taught graduate students for nearly a decade.
The students would be
brought in as full-time interns to work alongside the
center’s staff, which Weisner
said would keep staff “energized and motivated." u

ing a lavish $1,000 transition
dinner in 2010 which led the
organization’s president to
resign after seven chapter
presidents called for his removal.
“We didn’t understand
why past actions by people
who don’t go to the University anymore have to impact
members of our community,” executive vice president Michael Buss said. “It’s
disappointing that we’re not
going to be able to do everything that we wanted to
do. We’ll be fine moving forward, but obviously we are

disappointed.”
The SA slashed funding
nearly in half for the Interfraternity Council and the
Panhellenic
Association,
from $25,000 to $15,000.
GW’s 17 fraternity chapters will now pay $10 per
member to the governing
body each semester, bringing fraternities closer in line
with the Panhellenic Association's $13 dues per member.
The fee hike will add
roughly $12,000 to the Interfraternity Council budget next academic year. But

the organization’s leadership said the group will also
seek to expand event cosponsorships and corporate
sponsorships to stretch its
dollars.
The Panhellenic Association is directing the brunt of
the $10,000 cut toward its
costliest event – fall recruitment.
Sororities will host preference nights in their chapters' townhouses to reduce
costs for space rentals and
private transportation to
events on the Mount Vernon
Campus. The association’s

55 temporarily disaffiliated
Pi Ro Chis, who guide potential new members through
the recruitment process, will
no longer stay at the GW Inn
during recruitment.
Panhellenic
president
Rachael Abram said her organization planned to cut
these expenses before the
finance committee gave its
initial verdict last week,
but hoped to increase programming by retaining the
$25,000 funding level.
“Overall, we’re going
to be OK. This is just going
to be a year where we’re

very conscious about what
we spend our money on,”
Abram said.
The average amount of
money that groups earned
through appeals was about
$812. About 65 groups requested an explanation for
their allocations.
The Jewish Student Association, which received
$22,500 last year, and the
Agape Campus Christian
Fellowship, which received
$100 last year, were also denied appeals. This year, they
were allocated $20,000 and
$80, respectively. u
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The number of consecutive weeks
freshman Danil Zelenkov has been
named A-10 rookie performer of the week.

MEN's TENNIS | VCU 4, GW 2

Men's tennis falls short in regular season finale
by jake deitcher
Hatchet Staff Writer
The Colonials’ final regular season match was just as tense as anticipated.
GW squared off against VCU, a
new member of the Atlantic 10 and
the highest-ranked opponent on
the Colonials’ schedule. Both teams
entered the match undefeated in
conference play, ensuring that one
squad would leave Tuesday’s match
with a blemish on an otherwise-perfect conference record.
The No. 70 Colonials (15-6, 4-1
A-10) looked strong early, beginning the day with a 2-0 lead over
the No. 29 Rams, but GW could
not maintain its early advantage.
VCU eventually prevailed, winning four straight hard-fought
singles matches for a 4-2 victory
and a perfect A-10 regular season
record.
“We were anticipating this moment all year. We were very excited
to play this strong VCU team and
see if we could compete. I think
we showed that we are right there
with them,” head coach Greg Munoz said.
VCU will now enter the A-10
championship as the first seed,
with GW slotted right behind at
the second seed. The Colonials
may not be the favorite to win the
conference tournament, but this
year’s squad need only look back
to last season, when GW was seeded fifth and yet emerged as the
A-10 champs, for inspiration.
“They earned the right to be the
number one seed in the conference.
Last year, we were the fifth seed,
but we knew that when healthy, we
were the best team,” Munoz said.
“This season, VCU will be tough,
but teams like Xavier and Charlotte
are strong. The team that’s going to
win is the team that wants it more
and is healthy.”
In doubles action, at the No. 1
position, senior Alexander van Gils
and junior Ulrik Thomsen defeated
the Rams’ No. 30 Alexis Heugas and
Dylan McCloskey 8-2. Freshman
Danil Zelenkov and junior Nikita
Fomin also won at the No. 2 doubles
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Freshman Danil Zelenkov retrieves a ball from the net during a match earlier this season. Zelenkov was the only Colonial victorious in both his singles and
doubles match against VCU, extending his singles matches win streak to nine, and his doubles streak to seven.

slot, 8-5, to secure the first point of
the match.
Zelenkov, the reigning A-10
rookie of the week, would go on to
be the only Colonial to win his singles match, winning in straight sets,
6-1, 6-2.
Playing at the No. 1 singles position, Fomin lost in straight sets to
No. 29 Max Wennakoski, but the
margin of victory for VCU was very
slim, 7-6, 7-6.

Fomin acknowledged that he
was disappointed in his personal
loss after such a strong performance in the doubles match. But
despite GW’s defeat, he is encouraged by the team’s play, and is optimistic as it enters into the A-10
championship.
“We all started well at the beginning with doubles but came up
a little short at singles,” Fomin said.
“Overall, it was close. Now we can
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see that we are really close and have
a shot in [the] conference [tournament]. Even though we lost, it’s a
loss that we can learn from.”
The team’s extremely strong
regular season is complete, but
GW has not yet reached its ultimate goal. Not lingering on the
loss, Munoz and his squad is setting its sights on winning the A-10
tournament for the third straight
season, and, in doing so, advanc-

ing to the NCAA Tournament.
Munoz will give his players
plenty of rest to ensure that they
are healthy when the championship begins, but he recognizes the
need for his squad to remain focused and determined.
“We will be successful if we rest,
get healthy and keep our rhythm,”
Munoz said. “Preparing and making
it to the finals is a matter of mentally
being ready to compete.” u

