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UPD faces flak for
off-campus responses
Unit to change policy
after overstepping
campus boundaries
by brianna gurciullo
Assistant News Editor
The University Police Department will change off-campus response protocol after years of
illegally operating outside its jurisdiction.
UPD is commissioned by the
Metropolitan Police Department
to enforce, arrest and carry weapons on GW-owned, operated and
leased land and can only overstep
those boundaries while chasing a
suspect. But officers have been reprimanded by MPD in the last year
for regularly exerting authority off
campus, in some cases detaining
students in a city park and knocking on townhouse doors after noise
complaints.
“It has recently come to our attention that even the limited action
by GW police officers of knocking
on the doors of off campus resi-

dences where students may reside
exceeds their authority,” University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard
said Friday.
UPD Chief Kevin Hay declined
to comment on the department’s
policies regarding off-campus incidents, determining jurisdiction,
how often officers are sent off
campus or how far they typically
travel. He also declined to discuss
which types of off-campus cases
officers receive calls for, when they
respond or whether UPD has received complaints regarding offcampus action.
GW’s top security official, Senior Associate Vice President for
Safety and Security Darrell Darnell,
also declined to comment.
Two UPD officers have been
suspended in the last year for asserting their authority off campus,
violating city law.
Special police forces, like UPD,
are “strictly confined to the particular place or property they are commissioned to protect,” according to
D.C. law. Officers cannot “display
a badge, weapon, or other evidence
See UPD: Page 3

Hiring drops off for
recent graduates
by cory weinberg
Campus News Editor
Hiring of new college graduates is slowing down more than any
time since the recession, though
most employers are still gunning
for students in business or technical fields, according to a national
report released Thursday.
Companies that are part of National Association of Colleges and
Employers survey plan to hire 2.1
percent more new college graduates than they did last year, down
from the 13 percent growth they
projected last fall.
The slowdown comes after two
straight years that employers in the
survey projected a hiring flourish.
They expected to add at least 10
percent more new college graduates in the last two years.
Employers do expect to pay
new graduates more, NACE found
in a separate survey this month.
Starting salaries are up 5.3 percent
for the Class of 2013, with even
larger increases in business and
health sciences.
“This is a positive market for
new college grads, but there just
may not be quite as many positions
open at this time,” said Andrea
Koncz, an analyst who worked
on both reports. “Most of the time
[employers will] tell us it’s just a
product of the economy.”
Companies’ hiring expectations have tapered off during a
spring season that has seen a job
growth slowdown across the country. As the economy has recovered,
low-wage sectors like food services
have helped to prop up national
employment numbers.
In the short term, Koncz said a
sluggish macroeconomic picture is

bad news. Employers nationwide
only added about 88,000 jobs last
month – a disappointing report as
the country tries to recover.
Nearly one-third of respondents plan to roll back their hiring
of college grads.
Only 12 percent of respondents
said they planned to hire humanities majors, and one-fifth said they
were after graduates with social
sciences degrees. More than half
said they would likely hire students who majored in business, accounting, engineering or computer
sciences.
Josh Hoberman, a senior English major, has interviewed for
about six jobs in media and advertising over the last few months.
He said while he may have a job
by graduation with a production
company in Silver Spring, Md., the
search has been stressful.
“The issue that I’ve seen nowadays is that, opposed to people applying for jobs before the recession
and trying for entry-level positions
against other undergrads, now people like me are competing against
MBAs or people with law degrees,
and it’s ridiculous. It makes it a lot
harder,” Hoberman said.
Shadi Bakour, a senior majoring in finance, is thinking of creating his own business after trying
to search for a job through GWork,
which he said was “no help at all.”
“With the difficult job market,
it is pretty limited right now,” he
said.
GW graduates will enter the
job market as the University Career
Center looks to tighten links with
employers. The center’s new leader, Assistant Provost Rachel Brown,
See JOBS: Page 5

Predicted job growth for 2013 graduates

source: national assocation of colleges and employers
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He blew $500 of Christmas money on cocaine,
snorting a half-ounce until New Year's Eve.
Then he had to stop – his nose was bleeding.

he had to
try something

different.
The sophomore cooked crack in his basement while
his parents slept in their room above him.

His mother cleaned his room
died Jan. 13 from an accidental
soon after, and instead of finding by brianna gurciullo
overdose of heroin, diazepam and
marijuana, which she already Assistant News Editor
cocaine, according to the D.C. Ofknew he smoked, she found
fice of the Chief Medical Examiner.
Oxycontin and heroin.
Smith, who attended GW from fall
He first snorted heroin only a couple 2011 to spring 2012, died in the District.
months before then, and when he came back
The sophomore, who spoke on the condito D.C. – after going to an intensive outpatient tion of anonymity, said Smith’s death intensiprogram over winter break – a former student fied his fight to stay off drugs.
offered him more.
“You hear about it happening, you know?”
He turned it down. Four days later, the he said. “But when it’s someone you know,
20-year-old former student died from an ac- who you used to see all the time, who you
cidental overdose.
That former student was Dean Smith, who
See DRUGS: Page 8

Students fight cancer in overnight relay
by mary ellen mcintire
Hatchet Staff Writer
Freshman Suzy Wilson remembers spending holidays at her
grandmother’s house, where her
favorite snacks – Fritos and ginger
ale – were always laid out.
But when she was in the seventh
grade, her grandmother passed
away from lung cancer, prompting
her to captain the Phi Sigma Sigma
sorority Relay for Life team in her
memory – the kind of story shared
by several of the 860 students who
raised $61,000 at Relay for Life Saturday night.
“She didn’t get to see any of her
grandchildren married or anything
like that,” Wilson said. “It’s really
hard.”
The 12-hour walk around the indoor track at the Lerner Health and
Wellness Center brought more than
50 student groups together, raising
a record amount for the American
Cancer Society. For some students,
the relay is a chance to reflect on
those they have lost. For others, it
is a time to support their friends or
remember the stories of those who
have survived.
This year, more than 860 students attended the event, slightly

erica christian | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Top: Delta Tau Delta brothers Jon Hering, Nick Gyongyosi, Andrew Avitable and Phil
Anderson strain during tug of war against the cross country team. Right: Participants
decorated luminaria in honor of those diagnosed with cancer. The luminaria were later
strung up around the track and lit with glow sticks during a somber ceremony.

fewer than the 1,000 that participated last year.
Relay for Life chair Lauren
Clark said participation far exceeded her expectations of about 500
people, and said volunteers printed
more registration forms throughout
the night.
“There are a lot of things that

happen on campus that are a little
bit more specific, but the American
Cancer Society represents every
type of cancer. Everyone that’s been
affected by cancer can relate to this
cause, and so many people have
been affected by cancer,” Clark
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See RELAY: Page 5
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GW: No plan to up security
after Boston attacks

2

–Brianna Gurciullo

corey zagone | hatchet photographer

Hair stylist Andie Modra shaves hair off senior Luke Fey during Buzzing for Change in Kogan Plaza. Dozens of students donated their hair
Saturday, the same day as Relay for Life, to make wigs for children suffering from cancer and raise money for local children’s cancer charities.
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The deadly explosions in the Boston area
last week will not impact security measures
for the Commencement ceremony May 19, the
University’s top security official said.
Senior Associate Vice President for Safety
and Security Darrell Darnell said GW would
continue to work with U.S. Park Police for
the University-wide ceremony held on the
National Mall. He would not provide specific plans for security but said the procedures
would be “based upon any credible threats.”
“We will not discuss specific security plans
and procedures but security will be adequate
for the ceremony,” Darnell said in an email.
University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard
said Friday that the events did not change the
University’s plans.
Graduates faced heightened security in
2010 when first lady Michelle Obama headlined the ceremony. Students and families
arrived early to pass through metal detectors
and showed photo identification in order to
enter the cordoned-off seating area.
Darnell wrote in the GW Today newsletter that neither the District nor any of GW’s
campuses had received credible threats since
bombs went off at the Boston Marathon on
Monday. He added that GW would maintain
its current level of security on campus or at
University events.
“We are maintaining our normal security operations, but we are reiterating to
our officers to always be on the lookout for
suspicious or unusual behavior or activity,”
Darnell wrote.
The message followed reports of letters addressed to President Barack Obama
and Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., containing a deadly poison called ricin, which
prompted the evacuation and lockdown
of two Senate buildings Wednesday.
Darnell said the University works
with its contractor, Pitney Bowes, to
“provide on-going training to our mail
handlers on how to spot suspicious mail
and packages and what steps to take to
notify to notify the proper authorities,”
adding that mail has “already received
an appropriate level of screening at the
USPS distribution center before it arrives
on campus.”
At least two colleges – the University
of Nebraska at Lincoln and the University of Arizona – have considered bulking up security for large-scale events including commencement ceremonies, the
Chronicle of Higher Education reported.
Measures could include blocking off more
areas before the event begins, adding surveillance and hiring more security guards
to monitor suspicious individuals.
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The food is still the same, the menu is still the same. Nothing changed.
I’m still here and I’m still yelling, so you cannot miss that.
–Froggy Bottom Pub owner Hien Bui on the restaurant’s new location.
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Graduate Health Program Fair
Network with representatives from
medical, dental, allied health and
post-baccalaureate programs,
while meeting MCAT preparation
companies.
Smith Center • 4 p.m.
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Innovation Task Force
Showcase

ACTING UP: Queer Film and
Video in the Time of AIDS

Listen to two Russian scholars discuss
domestic, political and environmental
challenges Russia will face in the next decade.
Harry Harding Auditorium, Room 213
1957 E St. • 6 p.m.

Share your thoughts with the
Innovation Task Force on their
latest ideas to create revenue and
save money for the University.
Marvin Center 309 • 3 p.m.

Watch “Common Threads: Stories
from the Quilt” and listen to
an introduction by associate
professor Melani McAlister.
Rome Hall 771 • 6 p.m.

Precommencement – may 13
commencement – may 20
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What Lies Ahead: Russia’s Political and
Energy Outlooks For the Next Ten Years

Keepsake
Editions
Coming in May

Photos w Speakers w Events
Coverage of each ceremony
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Froggy Bottom clears out to spruce up new place
by jeremy diamond
Contributing Editor
In two weeks, Froggy
Bottom Pub’s bright decor –
laminated wooden tables and
decorated walls that resemble
a college dorm room – will
darken and mature, moving
two blocks over and catering to
a K Street business crowd.
More than a dozen regular
pub patrons gathered Sunday
to pay tribute to the campus
staple before it shutters April
29, taking part in an auction of
posters for the pub’s signature
beer and pho, dozens of beer
tap handles and other memorabilia that has defined its look
for 14 years.
Piece by piece, the items
came off the walls, raising
$1,500 for charity and representing a new start for the restaurant as it moves to 2021 K
Street by the weekend of May
3. Rather than allowing the assortment of Froggy Bottom artifacts to collect dust, Bui organized the silent auction to share
pieces of the venue’s history
with dedicated patrons and
benefit two charities geared
towards helping Vietnam veterans and D.C.’s elderly homeless population.
Froggy Bottom owner Hien
Bui, known for taming groups
of boisterous students searching for a booth and cheap lager,
said the new location will aim
to strike a balance between the
college crowd and the more
upscale K Street patrons.
She said it will create an
ambiance suitable for a first
date, where black and white
photos will replace neon signs.
But despite the auction and the
change in decor, Bui said she is
striving to make students feel
at home with drink specials
and nearly the same menu.
“This is still Froggy,” Bui
said. “The food is still the same,
the menu is still the same. Nothing changed. I’m still here and
I’m still yelling, so you cannot

miss that.”
Bui, a Vietnamese native,
said the auction is a way to repay the military veterans who
fought for her freedom.
“This country, this city
gave me the opportunity to
support my family, to support
my kids,” Bui said. “So now,
I have a little chance to return
just a token.”
Bui also said she plans to retire in the next several years, and
will leave the restaurant and its
20-year lease with her son or her
longtime employees.
Several students showed
up to purchase $10 drafts –
poured in keepsake mugs emblazoned with a green Froggy
logo – after frequenting the restaurant several times a week.
“It’s been my home away
from home, my D.C. kitchen,”
said Jason Lifton, a graduate
student and former Student
Association president who has
patronized the restaurant for
the last six years. “It is a little
bit sad, but I think that the new
place is going to be great.”
Lifton, and several other
GW students who toured the
new venue with Bui, said they
will continue to flock to the bar
and eatery.
A pair of information technology staffers from the World
Bank who have frequented the
pub for years also joined the
crowd of regulars, chatting and
laughing with the Froggy Bottom owner.
Steve Personius, who said
he heads into the eatery for
lunch or a few beers several
times a week, purchased tens
of tap handles and engaged in
a bidding war for a neon Budweiser sign, hoping to add to
his “man cave.”
Despite the move, Personius said Bui’s larger-than-life
personality would be reason
enough to trek to K Street.
jordan emont | photo editor
“I’m used to this for Froggy
Bottom, you know.” Personius After 14 years of serving students in a cozy pub atmosphere, Froggy Bottom Pub will shutter this week and reopen on K Street by May
said. “Here I feel nice and com- 3. Owner Hien Bui said with the move will allow for an upscale vibe, and that she hopes to cater to the professional K Street crowd.
The drink specials and pub fare will stay, she said, because she wants students to still feel at home.
fortable." u

Students
negotiate
more dorm
space

Public health school
construction delayed
by mary sette
Hatchet Reporter

by chloe sorvino
Assistant News Editor
In a compromise between
student leaders and administrators, the University scrapped
a plan to move package services
into the “superdorm,” instead
allocating tens of thousands of
square feet to student meeting
rooms and practice space.
The 12-story residence hall,
which will sit between H and
I streets along 21st and 22nd
streets, will feature couches
and pool tables, practice rooms
and meeting areas in the upper
basement level. The University
will create a mail room in the
hall’s lower basement, director
of campus planning Susie Cora
announced at a neighborhood
governing meeting Wednesday.
Student Association president Ashwin Narla said he lobbied top officials for the more
student-friendly design, which
he said would resemble a student union.
Narla said he negotiated
for the meeting space, agreeing
with administrators who said
housing all mailboxes on the
lower level will push students
into the new space.
Narla added that because
all students living on campus
will have to go to the building
to check their mail, rather than
collect it at their own residence
halls, foot traffic will be high
and frequent use of the space
will be encouraged.

upd
from p. 1
of authority” outside GW
boundaries, and are also forbidden from wearing a uniform and identifying oneself
as an officer off campus.
Officer Jeffrey Kerch was
suspended for five days after
he followed a car off campus
in September and “became
involved in a verbal altercation” with the driver and
passenger, according to MPD
documents obtained through
a Freedom of Information
Act request. An investigator found that Kerch’s conduct was “unprofessional
and lacked good customer
service” and recommended
the officer receive customer
service training at his own
expense.
Another UPD officer,
whose name was redacted
from the documents, was
suspended for 20 days after

courtesy of the Office of campus development

The "superdorm," which breaks ground this summer, will have a basement-level floor comprising several meeting and practice rooms, in addition to several eateries. The hall will also include a mail center.

“A lot of students sometimes say they didn’t know
about a space. Now, with this
situation, that won’t happen.
Mostly every student gets
mail,” Narla said.
When students walk into
the basement floor, up to four
dining venues will sit on the
right, with dining tables straight
ahead. The back of the floor will
hold pool tables and a group
meeting room for student organizations. Couches, televisions
and rooms for performance
groups to practice will line the
floor's right side.
The design is a change
from administrators' original
vision, which resembled the
Ivory Tower basement, which
contains only tables and restaurants.
The 850-bed residence hall
will merge Schenley and Crawford halls with The West End,
a project which will total $130

million.
Administrators originally
planned to use the majority of
the massive residence hall’s
two basement levels for not
only student mailboxes, but
also package services, in addition to some dining space along
one wall in the upper basement.
Narla said the architects agreed
to this plan late last month.
“It always could have been
used for storage space – that
could have been huge – but it
was an opportunity to work together,” Narla said.
Director of GW Housing
Programs Seth Weinshel, Senior
Associate Provost and Dean of
Student Affairs Peter Konwerski and Associate Dean Tim
Miller did not return requests
for comment this weekend.
Narla said that using the
lower basement as student
space would have been best,
but working with administra-

tors who wanted mail space
was an important compromise.
He added that underground
space is typically less inviting
and that this laid the groundwork for future compromises
with administrators. The newly
renovated West Hall on the
Mount Vernon Campus, which
has three underground floors,
sees little traffic.
Similar to West Hall, the superdorm was shaped to bring
student organizations closer
together and add more meeting
space for students. Administrators decided to design seven of
the building’s floors to house
about 20 students in each wing
so that student organizations
can house members together.
The wings will offer communal kitchens and living spaces,
which administrators say will
help cushion the typical problem of finding meeting space
on campus. u

he detained three male students in Triangle Park that
month for association with
suspected marijuana odor.
One of the students then told
the officer that the student
had more marijuana in their
Guthridge Hall room and that
their roommate dealt drugs,
and the officer conducted an
administrative search of the
room.
The investigator wrote
that the officer’s action “clearly indicates” he was fully
aware he “had no authority
to stop or detain any person”
on property under U.S. Park
Police jurisdiction.
The issue of UPD jurisdiction surfaced last month
after multiple neighbors complained to the University that
UPD ignored their requests to
quiet down a party at a townhouse rented by students.
Nearly two-thirds of all
incidents reported to UPD last
academic year were in townhouses, according to a University report. The total num-

ber of complaints dropped to
88 last academic year, down
from 124 reports during the
2010-2011 school year.
The University might
create other guidelines for
responding to off-campus incidents, UPD assistant chief
Frank Demes told neighbors
last month. Lorraine Voles,
the head of GW’s Office of
External Relations, will meet
with Foggy Bottom neighbors
in May to hash out some of
the possible alternatives.
A former UPD officer,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, said when campus
officers respond to incidents
outside of campus boundaries, they act as a University official, not as an authority commissioned by the city.
He called the city laws
outdated and cumbersome
for forcing more duties onto
MPD officers, rather than
permitting officers to handle
issues like noise complaints
– which made up 90 percent
of off-campus incidents re-

ported to UPD last academic
year. MPD cannot take action
against noise complaints unless there are multiple complaints after 10 p.m., so he
said officers are better suited
to handle the cases because
the University can act “almost immediately.”
“Why should the taxpayers of the District of Columbia be burdened with GW
problems that GW is willing
to handle?" he said. "Because
that’s what we’re saying right
now. We’re saying that city
resources need to be diverted
to GW problems when GW
is sitting here going, 'We’ll
handle it'.”
When UPD responds to
an incident, it does not release a public record of the
case – unlike municipal police
departments including MPD,
which open reports for public
viewing.
American
University
changed its off-campus policy
in 2011, allowing public safety officers to report student

Classes in the new
School of Public Health
and Health Service building will begin a semester
later than expected after
construction hit several
snags.
Faculty will be unable
to move into their offices
in the $75 million building,
which sits near Washington Circle, until next year ’s
spring break. Classrooms
will open for summer 2014
– rather than next spring,
as originally planned – due
to permit delays, Senior
Associate Vice President of
Operations Alicia Knight
said last week.
“Every project, we experience a variety of challenges – would be my best
word fr it,” Knight said.
“You expect that not everything in a construction
plan that’s three years long
is going to go exactly as
you planned."
After hitting permit delays, which Knight called a
“not predictable process,”
concrete
work
further
slowed down the building’s completion. Construction on Gelman Library was also delayed last
August because the permit
process required multiple
revisions.
The seven-floor building reached its highest
point earlier this month,
and construction workers
will now transition efforts
to the exterior, building
walls and the roof. The
misconduct off campus even
if MPD does not respond to a
complaint. The school could
then use those reports to take
disciplinary action.
The city’s noise laws ban
"unreasonably loud noise between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. that
is likely to annoy or disturb
one or more other persons
in their residences." Breaking that law after receiving
a verbal warning could land
an offender fines up to $1,000,
prison time up to 10 days or
both.
UPD officers knock on
students' doors and request
that they lower noise, "usually solved the problem,” longtime Foggy Bottom resident
Kenneth Durham wrote on a
community listserv. He added that the University would
then file a report and keep
track of repeat offenders.
Durham said neighbors
did not know UPD could no
longer knock on students’
doors until a dispatcher informed him when he called

structure spans 115,000
square feet.
Payette Architects, a
Boston-based firm, is leading the construction. The
building is being funded
by a mix of debt reserves,
capital reserves and fundraising dollars.
Knight added that public health school dean Lynn
Goldman, who runs one of
the University’s newest
and most research-heavy
colleges, has worked with
faculty members to ensure
the eventual move will be
smooth.
Douglas Evans, a professor of global health and
of prevention and community health, called these
delays “typical” for big
construction projects.
“We’re not happy about
the delay, but I certainly
wouldn’t blame our administration,” Evans said.
The building will centralize the school’s seven
departments. Classes are
now held in Ross Hall and
the School of Medicine and
Health Sciences building,
with most offices housed
in leased buildings on K
Street.
It will include upgraded research labs for the
school’s work studying
topics like AIDS, obesity
and food and water safety.
“Right now we’re kind
of scattered about the campus,” Evans said. “With the
new building we’ll be able
to more easily interact in a
central place.”
–Brianna Gurciullo
contributed to this report.
the department to lodge a
complaint. He also said the
University had asked neighbors for the past three years
to first call UPD in the event
of rowdy behavior because
campus police could respond
faster than MPD.
An online guide to offcampus living, published by
the University, outlines D.C.
policies on noise, but does
not detail the steps taken by
campus officers who field the
complaints.
Foggy Bottom resident
Marina Streznewski wrote in
an email to UPD that neighbors are running out of patience.
“We need details and concrete information – in short,
we need to know what to do at
3 a.m. when we cannot sleep
because fraternity members
who were kicked off campus
hold large, loud parties,” she
wrote. “Do we simply call 911
and have the District arrest
the students who are, in fact,
breaking the law?” u
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Join the University dialogue

Staff Editorial

A win for campus
mental health
When tragedy strikes, counseling
services and other campus support
options come more sharply into focus.
If those programs are not up to par
when students need them most, criticism comes easy.
This time, the University is making progress, but still has more work
to do.
Since new University Counseling
Center director Silvio Weisner took
over last fall, it seems to be moving in
a more positive direction. The University has begun to carve out more time
in counselors’ schedules to make them
available for walk-in appointments.
As a result, the number of walk-in appointments has increased by 42 percent this semester.
It is essential to have a walk-in option every day but especially during
national crises like the one we endured
in the past week. On the surface, the
staffing reshuffling may seem minor,
but the rewards are huge for students.
Offering students more opportunities for walk-in appointments means
that students will no longer have to
wait days or weeks see a counselor,
and it will ensure that the University
is able to accommodate more students
than it ever has before.
But this hasn’t always been the
case.
In the fall, the Hatchet reported a
40 percent increase in students who
scheduled appointments with the
UCC. But some students were waiting
three to four weeks just to see a counselor. This was problematic because it
meant that students couldn’t get the
assistance that they urgently needed.
Mental health challenges are pervasive on college campuses. Twentyseven percent of people between ages
18 to 24 have diagnosable mental
health problems, like depression, according to the National Alliance on
Mental Illness.
The University’s response to this
issue is helping combat the stigma
surrounding mental health in this
country. And that’s encouraging.
The counseling center has clearly
made progress since former director
John Dages and associate director Barbara Brown resigned from their posts
in the past 18 months after staff members at the UCC complained about
their poor leadership styles.
But the University shouldn’t let
up in pursuing new ways to improve
its counseling services.
The next step is to make sure more
professors have some form of psychological training to help fulfill their
dual role as teachers and mentors.
Professors are the University's closest
link to students. If a student is struggling, professors are most likely to be
the first to notice.
GW offers a CARE network, or
an opportunity by which administrators, professors and students themselves can submit a students’ name to
the UCC if they feel that he or she is
experiencing mental or emotional difficulties.
But the resource goes largely unused.
The Hatchet conducted a study
of 80 professors about the CARE network last month, and found more
than 81 percent of them did not know
much about the program or how it
worked. The CARE network infrastructure already exists, but professors
aren’t given adequate training for it to
work effectively.
For this program to benefit students, professors should be trained to
recognize the warning signs of depression and anxiety so that they can adequately respond to student needs.
The University cannot mandate
that professors approach students
when they suspect they are struggling,
but it can make mental health resources more easily accessible.

A

s college students, we’re made to feel like
our voices don’t have value.
Whether we feel emboldened to
speak up in class, ask a question of a famous guest speaker or ink some thoughts in the
school newspaper, we’re told too often that we’re
kids and we don’t understand. Or that our comments are immature.
Or worst of all, we allow ourselves to be vulnerable enough to share our opinions and they’re met
with a blink, blink, stare.
But no community survives and thrives without
someone asking “why?” Or “how?” Or “can we do
that better?” “Can I be better?”
That’s why joining the conversation is terribly
important, even if it feels like no one is listening.
It’s easy to feel like the University is too large
or our personal issues are too inconsequential to
merit affecting change. But honest advocacy from
a range of students has led to some incredible
change on campus.
In 2010 and 2011, groups across campus pushed
for the University to make some real changes to
Gelman Library. Student Association leaders lobbied Board of Trustees members, The Hatchet
published multiple editorials about it and campus
groups appealed to administrators about the truly
pathetic state of this campus nucleus. The University announced in 2011 that $16 million would be allocated to Gelman improvements, and construction
is underway.
Over the last few years, students across campus,
particularly those involved in student organizations
like Active Minds, have demonstrated to the University the immense importance of affordable counseling on campus. Whether the lobbying started the
conversation, sped it along or sealed the deal, the
University Counseling Center now offers six free
sessions for students.
But what’s crucial is that you don’t have to be an
SA senator or a Hatchet writer to push for change.
This community will grow when everyone feels invested enough to improve it.
And that’s where you come in.
See, our time on campus can either happen to
us, or we can experience it deliberately. We can make
do with the resources given to us, or we can stretch
our minds and energies to realize a new, more efficient way to do things. We can be silent receivers, or
we can stand in the foreground of our own college
experiences.
First off, that means being open to critique and
willing to accept criticism.
The world looks a little bit different when you
realize there’s always room for improvement. And
if you love GW, you should feel particularly compelled to find ways to make this place better. Because if you love GW, you realize the responsibility
to have a memorable time in college is shared, and
it can be work.

Annu
Subramanian
Senior Columnist
Now, too often, we criticize to make ourselves
feel better. We find fault with others because it makes
our own flaws seem smaller, or less grave. We pick
apart superficial facets mercilessly, all the while hoping that we’ve said something to make ourselves
seem smarter.
Whether that’s productive or not – I don’t think
it is – we should seek to have our criticism be part of
a greater dialogue, and one that engages more than
just the most vocal students on campus.
And that’s where the University comes in.
Town halls prove to be generally ineffective
ways to gather student input. Surveys only say so
much. An hour of office hours with President Steven
Knapp, divided among many students, is hardly a
forum for dynamic conversation. Students will feel
more engaged, more invested and more interested
if they feel like a true participant in improving the
campus experience.
For four years, I’ve been writing columns
for The Hatchet. For four years, I’ve been trying
to make sense of the University and myself, and
share those realizations with my readers. And for
four years, I’ve sought, through writing, to improve my small world.
As I began writing more and more for The
Hatchet – maturing from columns calling for undie
runs to columns dissecting University policies – I
learned that there’s more to criticism than empty arguments. But more than anything, this gave me my
chance to be a part of the conversation.
Whether or not I’ve made change at GW, learning to keep a vigilant, questioning eye on the community I love so much made me a more present
player throughout these four years. Status quo exists
because we become comfortable. But daring to want
more than that makes our lives have meaning.
It’s our job to make the most of these four years.
And if we find fault, with ourselves or with the University, we only hurt ourselves when we are passive
about it.
I hope that from here more students feel like they
can speak up and that the University is listening.
And I hope that as the dialogue grows and becomes more dynamic, our community improves as
a result. The University should treat student input as
its true north, but it can’t unless we give administrators honest, active and frequent feedback.
So please speak up. The community, and you,
will be better for it.
-The writer, a senior majoring in journalism, is a
Hatchet senior columnist.

Putting tour guides to the test

by Rosanna Giorlandino

Making the honor code
part of GW culture

A

t the start of each semester, professors
spend the first few minutes of class
going over the syllabus. It’s a routine,
almost an afterthought, that every student comes to expect.

Jaggar DeMarco
Writer

But as GW raises its academic ambitions by
hiring better faculty and recruiting smarter students, academic integrity should not be an afterthought, as it is in almost every syllabus. It should
be front and center. The University should greet
new students not only with hype about internships, research and student organizations, but
also about a campus culture that exudes academic
integrity.
Right now, we have work to do to build that
culture. GW reached an all-time high of 145 cases
of academic integrity violations last year – a 45
percent rise that The Hatchet reported in the fall.
While there is a general understanding that cheating is unacceptable, beyond that, many students
do not know the specifics of the Code of Academic Integrity, let alone whether or not we have one.
As administrators plan how to inform next
year’s freshmen during Colonial Inauguration
and Welcome Week, the University should consider some key changes that elevate academic
integrity.
GW could, for example, follow the lead of
Davidson College in North Carolina, where
the honor code is an integral part of the college experience. Davidson has a two-paragraph
pledge that covers everything from academic
integrity to theft which students must sign before enrolling. This is a policy that GW should
look to implement.
GW’s Code of Academic Integrity is long and
drawn out, spanning 10 pages and five articles.
Therefore, the meaning is lost on many students.
The detailed set of rules and punishments may
help curb cheating, but it’s not making enough of
an impact.
Handing out a short, direct and concrete
pledge in students’ first week at GW would
help to build a culture of academic honesty on
campus by etching those words into our minds
as we start as Colonials.
Tim Terpstra, director of the Office of Academic Integrity, told me in an interview that schools
with an integrity code have lower incidents of
cheating. And research shows he’s right: Donald
McCabe, a professor at Rutgers University and
a leading scholar in cheating, verifies this in his
2005 study, “Cheating among college and university students: A North American perspective.”
But McCabe also argues that students must
feel some sense of ownership over the code. "It
is the peer culture itself…that appears to be the
most significant factor in influencing the level of
academic dishonesty,” he wrote.
The honor code at Davidson is more than just
a pledge – it is a larger part of the culture there.
A representative from the college’s Honor
Council is assigned to each freshman hall to facilitate dialogue about academic integrity, and all
students are given a book of detailed information
about the honor code and Code of Responsibility.
The reason this works is because it engages
students in a dialogue – which is not something
GW does right now.
Administrators have tried to balance the entertainment of Welcome Week and Colonial Inauguration with a message that promotes academic
excellence. But it hasn’t gone all the way toward
demanding that students remain devoted to academic integrity.
In an effort to elevate his office’s visibility on
campus, Terpstra has spoken to numerous students and faculty groups.
Unfortunately, academic integrity has not
been a part of Colonial Inauguration programming in recent years. Terpstra told The Hatchet
in an article last year that the University thought
he was a “downer” at a time when students are
supposed to gain enthusiasm about coming to the
University.
And a pledge we all sign would expose students to the Office of Academic Integrity before
even enrolling in courses.
There is no cure-all to cheating. But engaging
students with the code from day one would be a
way to prevent cheating going forward.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in political
communication.

Adjusting to living in a constant state of fear

M

y hometown in Pennsylvania has
a population is just shy of 5,500
people. We have one grocery store,
one gas station and a small pizza
place. A tiny, family-owned pharmacy sits on
Main Street, 10 yards from the post office and
the local bar, the Uptown Tavern.
Needless to say, living in D.C. has been
quite an adjustment. The large crowds of tourists and the high-profile public officials draw
armed guards, sometimes making D.C. feel like
a police state. My parents like to comfort me by
saying that I live in the safest city in the country, but sometimes it doesn’t feel that way.
After the bombings at the Boston Marathon last week, that feeling of protection is
eroding.
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Sarah Blugis
Writer
Between aggressive rhetoric from North
Korea, the slew of letters tainted with ricin
sent to a number of public officials and the increased security presence in the White House
and in the Hart Senate office building, it feels
like nearly everyone has been on edge.
Now, I'm constantly feeling anxious. I
can’t take my eyes off of backpacks and suitcases in the Metro. I miss the cozy streets of
my small hometown.
I don’t regret moving to D.C., but these

events make the adjustment more difficult.
Walking around the District the past few days,
I’ve tried to avoid large crowds and I’ve shied
away from leaving the Foggy Bottom Campus. The move to the big city has not been as
seamless as I hoped it would be.
Terror threats, of course, aren’t new. But
for the first time for today’s college students,
they seem real.
As a second grader, I remember watching
CNN footage of the terrorist attacks on 9/11.
At the time, I couldn’t fully comprehend what
I was watching. I remember thinking that the
CNN footage looked like a movie, and that it
probably wasn’t real. I understood that something bad had happened, but the gravity of
the situation was left to the adults.
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In that respect, I feel lucky. But at the same
time, many of us in the U.S. have never experienced a lifestyle in which we are threatened
with death or injury so frequently.
We cope with this fear in many different
ways. I have done so by watching and consuming as much news as I can. And when I’m
confused or afraid, I feel as though I need to
hash out the details with someone.
However, I've realized that the only way
to overcome this sense of anxiety is to keep
living. No amount of police officers can
make us feel truly secure. The only way to
fight the fear is to acknowledge its presence
and move on.
–The writer is a freshman majoring in
political communication.
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Students, alumni ease tension in neighborhood politics
by colleen murphy
Hatchet Staff Writer
The three newest members
of the Foggy Bottom and West
End Advisory Neighborhood
Commission are all students,
which locals say has helped
diffuse historic tension with
GW.
Relations between permanent residents and the University have been rocky over
the years, as many neighbors
have complained about campus expansion, student noise
and trash. But local representatives say the elections last fall,
which brought three students
to the board, helped ease that
animosity.
Graham Galka, an alumnus who joined the ANC when
he graduated in 2008, said
the students arranged for the
group to hold a meeting last
week in a GW classroom for
the first time in years – a sign
of the strengthened ties. The
eight-member neighborhood
group is one of 40 in the District, and advises city agencies
on traffic, noise, construction
and liquor laws.
“From the stories I’ve
heard, there used to be a lot
of reticence and displeasure
at having students join the
ANC,” Galka said. “I think this
time around they’ve been welcomed with open arms.”
Juniors Patrick Kennedy
and Jackson Carnes and sophomore Peter Sacco snagged
spots on the local board last

RELAY
from p. 1
said.
Students who stayed
overnight in the gym were
assigned sites on the third
floor, and brought air mattresses, tents, food and games
for when they were not walking around the track from 7
p.m. to 7 a.m. Participants

JOBS
from p. 1
said in an email Sunday
that record turnout from
employers at GW’s internship and career fairs
should bode well for new

fall. Kennedy ousted David
Lehrman, a 66-year-old who
had served on the ANC for a
decade, in November.
So far, the students have all
written their own resolutions
to present before the board, including ones about D.C. food
truck regulations and the University's new residence hall.
During the about four months
in their roles, they've gone to
D.C. Council meetings, zoning
meetings and Parent Teacher
Association meetings at local
schools.
“Some people in the neighborhood – because of the opposition with the administration –
some people have felt that if we
scheduled a meeting in a classroom at GW it might evolve
into some of the commissioners
thinking they owe something to
GW, but it’s just a classroom,”
Carnes said. “The relationship
has gotten better, but there are
still a lot of sore feelings.”
Kennedy is also a leader
in the Foggy Bottom Association and the Student Association, a trajectory similar to that
of alumnus Asher Corson,
who is also an ANC commissioner. Corson also defeated
an incumbent to become the
group’s youngest member in
2006. Corson then became the
first alumnus to chair the commission a year later.
Corson said Kennedy’s victory over an incumbent proved
that permanent residents were
willing to embrace a student as
their representative.

camille sheets | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Junior Patrick Kennedy earned a seat on Foggy Bottom's governing board, the Advisory Neighborhood Commission, after beating out longtime
commissioner David Lehrman. He is one of three students elected to the board last fall, creating a majority that holds ties to the University.

“I think most community
members see it as a positive,”
Corson said. “If neighbors
didn’t think he would do a better job than the incumbent, they
wouldn’t have voted for him.”
A business administration

and human services major, Sacco said he has tried to engage
students, who make up the entirety of his district, with local
issues through social media.
“I hope the student body
and permanent residents are

seeing that our interests are
one as residents of Foggy Bottom whether you’re permanent or just a student,” Kennedy said. “I think the University
often tries to deputize students
as their foot soldiers in a lot

of these zoning battles, but I
think a critical examination of
it really reveals that in a lot of
these cases students and community members have more in
common than they did at the
start." u

took part in tug-of-war and
hula hoop contests, and tiedyed clothing throughout the
night.
The top three teams –
Reene's Runners, Alpha Phi
Omega and GW Women's
Rugby – each raised more
than $4,000. The 11-member team Reene's Runners
brought in $4,758, compared
to the second-place team, Alpha Phi Omega, which had 91
members.

Freshman Alli Meyer said
she had not seen an event
in her first year at GW that
brought so many students
from different organizations
together.
“I’m doing this with my
sorority, and it’s nice to see
that everyone really comes
together,” she said. “It’s not
just one group of people here,
there are so many people to
be here. Everyone has a reason to be here and it’s really

what Relay is all about.”
Musical groups, including the GW Sirens and the
GW Troubadours, performed
throughout the night. The
Troubadours, which was
awarded crowd favorite at
the Battle of the A Cappella
Groups, sang during the luminaria ceremony, a more
somber lap dedicated to cancer survivors.
Camp Kesem, a student
group that hosts a week-long

summer camp for children
ages six to 18 that have a
family member with cancer,
took part in the relay again,
bringing campers along for
one of the reunions they host
throughout the year.
One of the camp's participants and her mother both
spoke during the opening
ceremony and told Relay attendants how the camp made
both their lives easier while
their father and husband was

suffering from cancer.
Junior Shailly Gaur, Camp
Kesem’s public relations coordinator, said that the two
organizations had similar
missions, so it made sense to
include the campers.
“It’s a fun atmosphere.
They’re able to see us again,
it’s a normal reunion atmosphere. But they also remember why it is they come to
camp, why it is they’re involved,” she said. u

graduates.
The center will also
launch its first resume book
for the Class of 2013. The
book will be distributed to
targeted employers, Brown
said.
NACE surveyed 196
companies, ranging from
Northrop Grumman Cor-

poration to the Coca Cola
Company in February and
March. About 27 percent
of respondents were in the
Northeast.
Some of those companies are likely hiring
college graduates who
are more skilled than the
positions they seek, said

Tamara Jayasundera, a
research professor at the
Georgetown
University
Center on Education and
the Workforce.
With a larger pool of
unemployed workers competing with new graduates,
employers are in a buyer ’s
market, she said.

“Having a college degree makes sure that you
have less of a risk and a
higher advantage of getting a job,” she said. “But
in this job market, sometimes we see cases where
some graduates are working below their skill level.
Maybe some that don’t ful-

ly utilize their skills.”
Graduates looking for
jobs in D.C. will see plenty
of openings, though they
will compete against plenty of others as young professionals flock to the city,
Jayasundera said.
–Anuyha Bobba
contributed reporting
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The Hatchet
wants ambitious
and innovative
designers with an
eye for graphics.
we are hiring a graphics
assistant to train
immediately for a job starting
in the fall. knowledge
of adobe illustrator and
photoshop preferred.

email
join@gwhatchet.com
to apply.
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Get off your

deerhunter

ben rector

Sixth & I Synagogue
April 22
$20

BOTTOM

H

9:30 Club
April 24
$18

The District Sound
A summer of soulful pop and jam bands
by karolina ramos | Features Editor

Summer in D.C. means plenty
of concerts, but a dearth of
available tickets. For those
calling the District home this
summer, grab early tickets for
these shows.
Belle and Sebastian

July 12 | Merriweather Post Pavilion | $35-$45

Basic instrumentals don't detract from the
sweetly compelling sound of Belle and Sebastian. The band's trademark lies in its idiosyncratic lyrical narratives, which ponder upon the
poignant – fragile isolation in "The Rollercoaster Ride" – to the more asinine – questioning
retired Major League Baseball catcher Mike Piazza's sexual orientation in "Piazza, New York
Catcher." But this lyrical dichotomy is integral
to Belle and Sebastian's charm, an endearingly quirky quality to their musical disposition.
Gently lifted by placid acoustic guitar lines, the
vocals beckon you to sing along, a comforting
call to revel in your shared eccentricities.

>>

Score: Fans are quick to deem the Scotland

crew the modern-day Smiths, a worthy appellation for these singer-songwriters.
Bore: MPP’s expansive outdoor arena setting
may not be the most suitable of venues for the
group’s soft sound.

Phish

July 13 | Merriweather Post Pavilion | $45-$60

Score: The band employs creative im-

provisational methods, once assigning
colored beach
balls to each
band member
and
playing
in time to
their respective orbs as they bounced
around
the audience.
Bore: An admittedly polarizing group,
Phish's zany, nonsensical lyrics and musical A.D.D. is rightfully an immediate turnoff for those looking for some semblance of
coherence in a live set.

Fitz and the Tantrums

June 23 | Rams Head Live | $25

I'll give Fitz and the Tantrums this: Their indie soul-pop sound, rife with bubbly keyboards and synthesized eight-bit riffs, is unique in the modern music strata.
Dreamy, trance-like vocal harmonies are punctuated by concise electric guitar lines
and high-pitched, gentle flicks of the triangle. There's a sentimental, quasi-Motown
nature to the sound, with blaring vocals bemoaning loneliness and elusive loves.
Yet the band's musical trajectory suggests a newfound, subtle edge; tracks like "Out
of My League" offer the bubbly buoyancy of their core sound with a bit more bite.

Score: Unapologetically soulful, Fitz and the Tantrums' inclusion of big band
trumpets and saxophones are a welcome element in the soul-pop landscape.

Bore: The Los Angeles group's sound borders on kitschy, with staccato keyboard

riffs and honeyed vocal duets that ooze cheesy sentimentality.

and CHECK OUT...
Toots and the Maytals

JEFF The Brotherhood

WHO ARE THEY: Reggae legends
whose songs you didn’t realize Sublime
has covered.

Ramones-esque
punk.

May 22 | The Hamilton | $51.50-$59

>>

Phish shows are, for better or worse, an experience. As Trey Anastasio's effervescent, dulcet
guitar lines glide over quintessential jam sessions
like the Grateful Dead, bizarre sound effects and
visually spectacular light shows greet a crowd of
hippie youths desperate for a Woodstock revival.
It is an improvisational frenzy, a musical pinball
ricocheting from funky electric guitar to jazzy
piano and raving vocals that belt ludicrous
lyrics devised more for mindlessly carefree sing-alongs than profundity. Yet
the band's revered history – they boast
guitar geniuses Carlos Santana and
Warren Haynes as contemporaries –
and legitimate musical chops have
sustained their devoted following
since their nascent days of bumming around intimate Burlington,
Vt. venues.

May 25 | Rock and Roll Hotel | $15

WHO ARE THEY: Maestros of
brazen,

distorted

Cute is What We Aim For
June 9 | 9:30 Club | $15

WHO ARE THEY: Power-pop rockers

who never quite measured up to your love
of Taking Back Sunday in eighth grade.

PHOTOs used under creative commons license

Entrepreneurs take on business contest
by olivia kantor
Hatchet Reporter
Droves of men and women donned
suits, packing into Duques Hall Friday
to discuss ideas ranging from medical
technology to a tooth-brushing phone
application to D.C.'s first kombucha
brewery.
This past Friday was the final
round of the GW Business Plan Competition, in which eight groups of student finalists competed for a $25,000
first-place cash prize.
This year's winners, graduate student Adam Corman and professor
Neal Sikka, developed Sonostik, a set
of products that help hospitals conduct
emergency ultrasounds at patients'
bedsides.
The duo said their process necessitated more than business acumen.

"It's creative at every step. Starting with trying to solve a real-world
problem, conceptualizing, designing,
prototyping, iterating the solution and
developing a way to market and sell
the product," Sikka said.
Ray Marcovici, a 2010 finalist and
graduate student, also credits the competition with offering him a creative
outlet and a chance to explore his medical passions.
Marcovici developed ScentShots,
a series of medical-style air fresheners
that have been clinically shown to reduce hospital patients' pain.
"It was...a little bit of an escape for
me. I wanted to do something different – be creative – which isn't always
there, especially in the first two years
of medical school," Marcovici said.
Adjunct entrepreneurship professor John Rollins started the competi-

''

I would have done this without the money, the
amount of education and mentoring
I got along the way.
kay bransford
Contest Finalist

tion six years ago. Other universities
like Harvard, Tufts and Rice also host
similar business plan competitions.
Rollins felt a business competition would equip GW students with
substantive networking resources to
propel their own entrepreneurial pursuits.
"I'd been teaching the undergraduate entrepreneurship course here for
about seven years, and all my students
– about 30 each semester – wanted to
start a business, and there was really
no support network on the campus to
help people start a business," Rollins
said.
In the intensive months of development before the finals, the competitors are matched with mentors and
meet with GW alumni for advice.
Sikka lauded the competition's collaborative nature.
"I think creating something new
is really hard," Sikka said. "There are
lots of people on campus and associated with GW that can help you along
the way. If we want to be successful,
we will need to leverage all those
resources, recognizing our expertise
and our limitations so we can bring
the outside expertise we need to our
team."
Though the over-sized checks –
which range from $1,000 to $25,000 –

sara wagner | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Finalists Nupur Moondra and Jack Kent receive a $5000 prize for their business
plan, BOSS Medical, which aims to improve orthopaedic medical outcomes.

are alluring prizes, many finalists said
the competition was an invaluable experience itself.
"I would have done this without the money, the amount of education and mentoring I got along
the way," explained finalist Kay

Bransford, whose product MemoryBanc helps dementia patients
organize financial and personal
assets. "The amount of assistance
from the GW alums and people
involved with the program has really helped." u
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DRUGS
from p. 1
used to get high with, it’s really different.”
He has been clean for
about four months now, and
takes drug tests every week,
which he must pass or his
parents will pull him out of
GW.
The sophomore said his
drive to stay at GW and regular sessions at the University
Counseling Center – mostly
to address his bipolar disorder – have kept him from
slipping.
Some friends have cut
ties with him since he quit
drugs, but he said most, even
those who still use drugs,
were happy for him.
“They were proud of me,
because they could tell I was
in a bad place,” the sophomore said. “I was like a skeleton. I was super pale and
everything.”
He had never tried drugs
until his senior year of high
school, when he first smoked
marijuana. After coming to
GW, his drug use spiraled
out of control, from alcohol
to psilocybin mushrooms to
acid.
But the sophomore said
heroin was different. The
users he knows, about eight
who attend GW, sometimes
do not even tell their closest
friends about their habit.
Reports of heroin use on
campus are rare, Office of
Student Rights and Responsibilities director Gabriel Slifka
and associate director for the
Center for Alcohol and Other
Drug Education Alexis Janda
said earlier this month.
“Since I began working at
GW, I have not had a student
discuss or disclose use of heroin to me,” Janda said.
The sophomore said the
group would only stop using
heroin if they drained their
stashes or ran out of cash.
They had to take larger and
larger doses to get high as
their tolerance to the drug
rose, and turned to other
opiates such as Percocet and
Vicodin when they could not
get their hands on heroin.
“You’re just really not
you. Obviously, you could
say that about any drug, but
with heroin, once you start
doing it, the craving for it
is unbelievable,” he said. “I
told myself I would never do
that.”
He remembers Smith fall-

ing asleep standing up from
the effects of heroin, and
watching as his skin turned
yellow and the whites of his
eyes turned green. He said
Smith bought heroin off campus from a dealer in the city.
Another student, a junior
who also spoke on the condition of anonymity, said Smith
was the only student he knew
who sold heroin. He knew
Smith since high school, and
said Smith had already gone
to rehab multiple times before he came to GW.
The junior said Smith
moved to the Mount Vernon
Campus for some time and
his health seemed to improve, with color returning
to his face.
Smith, who was from
Georgia, left GW in spring
2012 to return to rehab, the
students said. When the junior saw him in D.C. before
winter break began this year,
he said the former student
looked “near death.”
“It was like one of the
most disgusting, freakish
things I’ve ever seen, just because I knew those were just
chemicals that were swimming in his body,” the junior
said.
The sophomore said his
drug use at GW intensified
as the years passed.
He said the notion that
marijuana is a gateway drug
proved true for him, and
his first experiences with
weed revealed a "whole new
world."
“Once you get your first
taste of that escape, you
want it again. You just want
to keep getting it and getting it,” he said. “In my case,
it’s about getting out of your
own mind because it’s a scary
place. It’s about numbing
yourself from society, from
school work, from whatever
you have to do.”
He and his friends bought
acid for $650 a sheet, which
he called “easier to get than
a cheeseburger” on campus
last year. He sold about 100
tabs of acid a week and made
$1,500.
But that was not enough.
The sophomore then
tried cocaine at a club in
D.C., followed by Oxycontin at $30 per pill. He took
speed every day and lost 20
pounds in two months. He
tried MDMA, Ketamine and
research chemicals over the
course of two years.
“It really is like a web.
You just move from person to
person. You just gotta make

the connections. It’s really
easy – it’s so easy,” he said.
He became more withdrawn around friends and
at parties, keeping to himself
until someone in the room
started to talk about drugs.
He got in trouble with the
police and failed class after
class.
“I’ve like commando
crawled across my parents’
bedroom floor in the middle
of the night to steal money
to buy drugs,” he said. “I
stole money from kids. I beat
some kid up one time. I’d
steal drugs from people –
just scheming pretty much.
That’s what we’d call it.”
For the junior, his use of
heroin was short-lived – he
quit about three weeks after
he took up the habit. He still
uses another opiate, Oxycotin, which he said is popular
on campus.
“If you’re hooked on
anything, you’re going to
feel like there’s a void that’s
being filled while you’re on
the drug and when you’re
not on it, it’s completely
empty and, not only that, it
freaks you out. Like it scares
you more than anything,” he
said. “And then it gets to a
point where you’re on top of
this mountain and the only
way to get off of it is to jump
off this cliff. That’s basically
heroin addiction, too, more
so than other drugs.”
Deaths from drug overdose in the United States
quadrupled from 1999 to
2010, according to a February
report by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
in February.
John Hroncich, a 24-yearold law student, died Dec. 20
from an accidental overdose
of heroin and Adderall in his
New Jersey home. Last year,
28-year-old law student Benjamin Gupta also died from
drug use – a lethal mix of
oxycodone and alcohol.
The sophomore said he
was asked to list what he
valued the most while in an
outpatient program back
home, and then worked to
figure out what held him
back from those goals. He
realized drugs were holding
him back, which motivated
him to let them go.
“I thought the things that
I value the most were the
things I actually held true,
but in reality, I didn’t hold
true,” he said. “Luckily for
me, someone was there – my
parents were there, people
were there to help me.” u
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To place a display or classified advertisement, go to whatgwreads.com
or call (202) 994-7079

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS
SERVER/HOST/
BACKWAIT
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE
Looking to earn some
extra cash? Clyde's
of Gallery Place
is looking to hire
outgoing and quick
thinking individuals
for front of the house
positions. Location
is Metro accessible,
and offering part
time and flexible
scheduling. Positions
starting at $10/
hr. No experience
necessary.
If interested please
forward your resume
to Katie at KBoyle@
clydes.com or
Mariem at MBaich@
clydes.com.

STUDENT
HOUSING
1 B/R AT BONWIT
PLAZA
1 BR AT BONWIT
PLAZA 1 BLK GWU/
METRO. AVAIL FM
8/16/2013. RENT
$1900 PM SUITABLE
FOR (2) PERSONS.
CALL MARY 201222-9161 Email
pirouzusa@aol.com

Rolin S Henry, DDS, PLLC
Oral Surgery
Metropolitan Medical Center
2112 F Street NW, Suite 304
Washington, DC 20037
Tel: 202-296-2023
Gentle Care and compassionate staff
Services includes: Extractions,Wisdom teeth, Dental
Implants and other related oral surgeries.
Accept most insurances

Donate at
HomeforTheHatchet.org

Hatchet
The GW

News media is transforming
more often and more rapidly
than ever before
Help us preserve this valuable tradition
that touches the lives of each and every
student on this campus

Every donation you make takes us
one step closer to our new home

Step by step, we will get there
through your generous contributions
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The women's lacrosse team's
seeding for the upcoming
A-10 championship.

woMEN's water polo | GW 12, vmi 10

Colonials break scoring
record in home victory
by nick ong
Contributing Editor
A minor penalty and a
free pass – simple. A lobbed
pass to junior attacker Megan Brolley – simple. A splitsecond hesitation as the VMI
goaltender jumped out of position and let in a sneaky goal
right under her extended arm
– clutch.
The goal, Brolley’s third
in the game, put the Colonials (15-14) up by two with
just over a minute to play
in the fourth, after VMI had
scored three unanswered
goals to cut the lead to one.
From there, it took two defensive stops for GW to close
out the game and win its final
regular season match, 12-10.
“I knew we were only
one goal ahead, so it needed
to go in,” Brolley said. “She
had been playing for the lob,
the high shots, the whole
time, so I thought I would
just mix it up and fortunately
it went in.”
The win allows the Colonials to wrap up the regular
season with some momentum. In addition, the team’s
12 goals break the all-time
program record, 277, for goals

in a season, with 287.
After having played one
another just over a week ago
– a game which GW won
11-4 – the teams were familiar with each other’s style of
play.
The Colonials took advantage of that knowledge
first, jumping out to an early
4-2 lead in the first quarter. A
goal from way outside by junior Katherine Berry and two
goals by junior points leader
Rachael Bentley helped contribute to the hot start.
“The game plan was to
take advantage of the opportunities that we created for
ourselves,” head coach Scott
Reed said. “We spent three
quarters the first time we
played them really missing
out on a lot of easy scoring
opportunities. We wanted to
make sure that we did that
this game, and we did in the
first quarter.”
As expected, though, VMI
(12-22) began using a physical
style of play to clamp down
defensively. That defensive
adjustment transferred over
to offense for the Keydets in
the second quarter, as they
quickly cut the lead to one
and began a back-and-forth

battle with GW.
The first half became a
strong defensive bout, with
both goalkeepers coming up
with some big saves. Playing
in a smaller pool than the last
meeting, GW had to rely on
a set-up and counter offense,
instead of the fast transition
game that they usually like
to play.
“We have a really good
defense I think, and we
played a strong press because
we really trust our inside defenders and goalie to stop the
shots when they need to be
stopped,” Brolley said. “Then
we look to counter, and the
defense really feeds that
counter.”
The Colonials never lost
the lead that they acquired
after the first possession, but
a VMI goal to tie the game
continually forced GW to respond on offense with a score
of their own. A goal from junior Allison Littlejohn – who
played the center position for
the first time this season –
helped extend the Colonials’
lead to 8-6 at the half.
With leading goal scorer
Hannah Cox out with a wrist
injury, the contributions from
the rest of the Colonials of-
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Top: Junior Megan Brolley attempts to shoot past a VMI defender during Saturday night's
game. Above: Junior Katherine Berry reaches for the ball during GW's victory over VMI.

fense were huge down the
stretch. Littlejohn and freshman Erin Donoghue both
put in the second of their two
goals in the fourth. GW’s offense ignited, going on a 3-1
run to extend the halftime
margin to 11-7.
But VMI refused to relent.
Scoring three straight goals,
the Keydets were down just
one goal, 11-10, with less than
three minutes left to play. It
was Brolley’s clutch goal that
finally put an end to this goal

streak and closed the door on
VMI’s chances.
“I think she [Brolley] had
so many counterattack opportunities, transition opportunities, and it just opened up
a lot of things for everyone
else,” Reed said. “She scored
some very big goals there.”
GW now moves to the
Collegiate Water Polo Association Eastern Championship, as it looks to improve
off their fourth place finish at
the CWPA Southern Division

Championship. The seventh
seeded Colonials will face
10th seeded Gannon on Friday.
“The way we’ve been
playing these last couple
of weeks, I’m very upbeat
about how things look,”
Reed said. “I think it’s anyone’s game out there, and
whoever is playing the best
team offense and the best
team defense is gonna do
well, and I think we could
do well.” u

baseball | GW 5, fordham 2

Behind O'Brien's complete game, GW picks up series win
by josh solomon
Hatchet Reporter
BRONX, N.Y. – The first pitch
was eight minutes away.
Freshman Max Kaplow was
scheduled to take the mound,
and lineups were already announced.
But just before the n3ational anthem, former Fordham
Prep high school star Kenny
O’Brien, now a GW senior, got
the call to start his first game in
two years.
O’Brien had thrown 17 2/3
innings all season, all in relief.
Sunday, he pitched a complete
game, surrendering two runs,
one earned, and striking out
three in GW’s 5-2 victory.
It was a gritty performance
in which the side-arming lefty
worked in and out of trouble
through the first half of the
game, putting the GW bullpen
in a constant state of high alert.
But O’Brien turned it around
for a solid end to his performance, retiring the final 13 batters and becoming seemingly
un-hittable.
“The opportunity to start,
I definitely wanted it, I told
[head] coach [Gregg Ritchie].
And I was pretty pumped up
for the duration of the game,”
O’Brien said.
“Pretty pumped” indeed
– he tossed 120 pitches for
GW (14-25, 7-8 A-10) in the
nine innings of play, giving

up only six hits.
“I think adrenaline was
pitching the entire time. I don’t
even care [about the pitch
count], I’m good to go next
week,” O’Brien said.
Ritchie let O’Brien go out
and work for the win in his
hometown in the rubber match
of the series at Fordham after
Kaplow was scratched because
of arm fatigue.
After a first-pitch strike,
O’Brien, delivering uncharacteristically from the stretch,
walked the leadoff batter in
four straight pitches. A sacrifice bunt turned into a hit
to set up a dangerous situation for the senior hurler, but
a crafty pickoff play got the
runner at second and then a
double play erased Fordham’s
first inning chances.
“I was hoping to get 60 to
70 pitches out of him. Hoping. We just kept going inning
after inning, trying to get him
through a batter at a time and
see how far he could go,” associate head coach Tom Sheridan
said. “I think his slider got better through the game and he
fed off his confidence.”
O’Brien cruised through
the second half of the game,
not allowing a baserunner
from the sixth inning on. But
the bats were also there for the
Colonials, supporting the senior in his full-game effort.
Senior Justin Albright

continued his torrid pace
with a two-for-four day, with
one RBI. In the second inning,
GW scored three runs, ultimately enough for the win.
Senior Matthew Murakami
smacked a ball through the
right side of the infield with
runners on first and second,
driving in the first run. Then
a misplayed ball by the right
fielder helped the Colonials
tack on another two runs.
Game one of the series
on Friday went as well as the
Colonials could have hoped.
GW dominated both sides of
the ball, with a 9-0 win on
the strength of junior Aaron
Weisberg’s seven-strike out,
five-hit shutout.
“It was really just fastball
command and pitching to contact later in the game, and [the]
defense was behind me the
whole way,” Weisberg said.
“I was just really economical
with my pitches.”
GW climbed out to an early
1-0 lead in the first with fundamental baseball, jumpstarted
by its hottest player, Albright.
He led off the game with a single, stole second, advanced to
third on sacrifice bunt and then
scored on a sacrifice fly.
That was all GW would
need. Weisberg had an early
scare with the bases loaded in
the first, but a strikeout worked
him out of the jam as he cruised
the rest of the way.
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Senior pitcher Kenny O'Brien hurls a pitch toward the mound earlier this season. He threw a complete
game for Sunday's 5-2 Colonial victory, tallying 120 pitches over the day's nine frames of play.

Junior Owen Beightol and
sophomore Xavier Parkmond
helped the power effort with
Beightol’s three RBI day, including a big triple, while
Parkmond smacked his first
career homer.
In game two Saturday,
GW allowed a four-run third
inning and couldn’t rally
against the Rams’ right-hand-

er who went eight innings allowing only one run. It was
Fordham’s second conference
win of the season.
“We had one bad inning
the whole weekend. Six earned
runs in 27 innings, you’d take
that anytime. It’ll make the bus
trip going home that much better,” Sheridan said after Sunday’s game.

O’Brien embodied that
mentality, earning the emergency start and keeping GW’s
A-10 chances well alive with
the series win.
“I told him right before the
game started, ‘Hey, you got
a chance to be a hometown
hero,’ and [it] turned out to be
a pretty good game for him,”
Sheridan said.u

