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TINDER AND GRINDR SHAPE CAMPUS HOOKUP CULTURE
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ARIANA MUSHNICK | HATCHET REPORTER

It used to be like
every gay guy’s
dirty little secret.
It’s kind of funny
– everyone has a
smartphone now,
so it’s kind of like
most people are
open about it.
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See DATING Page 5

Senior

Faculty leaders cast doubt on GW's
plans to pay back $1.4 billion debt
Professors say
finances strained by
record debt payments

PAYING BACK THE DEBT, YEAR BY YEAR

CHLOÉ SORVINO
NEWS EDITOR

SAM JOHNSON | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg implemented the fixed tuition policy 10 years
ago, but said officials may want to evaluate whether it is still the best policy for GW.

10 YEARS LATER

GW’s once-radical tuition plan
sets trend to tame costs
BRIANNA GURCIULLO
NEWS EDITOR
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See DEBT Page 3

See TUITION Page 3

Five members of Colonial Cabinet fired after underage drinking bust
COLLEEN MURPHY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Just because they went to a party doesn’t mean
they can’t be a fabulous orientation leader.
PAST COLONIAL CABINET MEMBER

See CABINET Page 3
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VISUALIZED

CZNICK RICE
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ROBBERY PICKPOCKET

1BVM#BLFSZooUPQN
Open Case

An alumna reported that a man stole her
backpack, which had been sitting on the
floor next to her.
Referred to MPD

SIMPLE ASSAULT

.BSWJO$FOUFSooQN
$BTFDMPTFE

A man not affiliated with GW reported
to the University Police Department that
another male subject, also not affiliated with
GW, grabbed and threatened him when he
refused to let him borrow his tablet.
Referred to UPD

STALKING

*WPSZ5PXFSooBN
$BTFDMPTFE

UPD responded to a report of a male subject
not affiliated with GW verbally harassing
an alumna who had a restraining order
against him. Metropolitan Police responded
and placed the subject under arrest.
Subject arrested
–Compiled by Benjamin Kershner
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CONE E. ISLAND
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UPD OFFICERS
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AGGRESSIVE
BEHAVIOR
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the White House.
unprofessional.

WORTH QUOTING

The endowment is, in a
net senze, zero. That’s
not a way to run a
university.
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Eat at the 2000 Penn Chipotle
and support the Red Cross’
Philippines Typhoon Relief fund.
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SMPA hosts a panel of journalists
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GW-Red Cross Chipotle
Fundraiser

Reporting in Pakistan: What You
Aren’t Hearing
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GW Animal Advocates
Presents: Puppy Love
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As big chains move in, family-owned
shops at 2000 Penn struggle
BENJAMIN KERSHNER
& TIANA PIGFORD
HATCHET REPORTERS

A half-dozen stores in Foggy
Bottom’s main shopping center are
hurting as big-name chains have
opened nearby, threatening some of
the oldest and smallest businesses
on campus.
Sales have dropped at six of the

ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Director of Admissions Karen Felton, left, and Senior Associate
Provost for Enrollment Management, right, have spearheaded efforts
to attract low-income students to GW despite its high sticker price.

Penn, owners and managers said
last week. Many attributed the declines to the opening of The Avenue
The struggling shops include
restaurants like Au Bon Pain, Pera jewelry store and a clothing boutique.
Nearly all are locally owned,
including the area’s only ice cream
shop, Cone E. Island. The 27-yearold Foggy Bottom staple, which is
thousands of dollars in debt, will
close next month.
It will be the sixth business to
eight years, which has also seen
popular national chains like Chipotle and Paul move in recently.
Jim Eckels, the owner of Lindy’s
Red Lion, which has sat on the corner of 21st Street and Pennsylvania
business has “taken a hit” recently.
many located in The Avenue complex along I Street.
Managers at Au Bon Pain, Perfect Pita and Chateau Florist said
the popularity of Whole Foods has
hurt their bottom line, as hordes of
hot bar instead of walking into the
mall.
The national grocery store chain

CAITLIN HARRINGTON | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Some of the stores at The Shops at 2000 Penn have experienced a decrease in
business since The Avenue opened in 2011.

is still vacant and a ‘for lease’ sign
hangs in the window.
Paul Sheridan, the property’s
general manager, declined to comtenants or about why Kinkead’s has
sat empty, citing company policy.
University spokesman Dave
Andrews said the “continually
changing tenant mix” is common in
urban markets like D.C. The Shops
sity has owned since 1984, is worth
city records.
Amon Jewelers and Expressions
boutique, two of the smaller shops
in the mall, say that though business in the mall decreased when
Kinkead’s moved out, the new Chipotle location has lured in customers from the nearby International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank
since it opened in October.

ment complex become one of the
hottest spots for business in the city
– and take a bite out of the shopping

likely see more “vibrant” business
as more retail shops open along I
Street over the next two years, Executive Vice President and Treasurer Lou Katz said. Shops and res-

owners say.
“Couple that with the opening
of Circa and Sweet Green and Roti,
and it had a large impact. All those
put pressure on the smaller restaurants along Pennsylvania and re-

of the Science and Engineering
Hall and the “superdorm” when
they both open within the next two
years.
Katz, who has spent more than
two decades at GW, said the Shops

manager Erica Dodd said.
The mall took a hit in December
taurant Kinkead’s closed after two
decades there. More than a year
later, the 245-seat restaurant space

do well” and would continue to
improve as more retail spaces lure
visitors to the area.
old business named One Stop News

in payments last February. The
newsstand settled the complaint
with GW out of court two months
later. The business, which declined
to comment on recent sales, has remained open.
David Versel, a senior research associate at George Mason
University’s Center for Regional
Analysis, said indoor shopping
Penn are an outdated architecture
model that is dying off across the
country.
But he said the center could
get a lift by larger chains like Chipotle and the French bakery Paul
moving in.
“It’s a positive thing for someone like Chipotle to want to be in
there. National tenants are nothing
if not copy cats,” Versel said. “If one
is interested, that means they think
the arrow is pointing up.”
As many longtime, familyowned businesses struggle, others
like the G Street restaurant Tonic
have thrived.
Tonic manager Jeremy Polk said
that even with competition from
new restaurants like Circa and District Commons, sales have increased
year. The restaurant added a second
outdoor patio last summer.
“Sure there’s some competition, but we hope people come
here and hope to give them good
service, so we’re not too worried.
I think there’s plenty of enough
room in the market,” Polk said.
–Colleen Murphy, Susan Huang,
Bridget Hughes and Cory Weinberg
contributed reporting.

Fixed tuition sacrifice pays off
From Page 1
ministrators across the University say
the move has paid huge dividends by
easing prospective students’ and famiyears. While the exact amount of forfeited tuition dollars depends on a mix
of variables underneath the Universilikely total in the tens of millions.
University President Steven
Knapp, whose administration decided to continue the policy when he arworth it, helping attract applicants
who might otherwise have written
school.
“It’s been important to our recruitment, particularly of low-income students,” Knapp said. “It is expensive,
but it’s just another way of supporting
families. You could also raise tuition
and then take student aid out of tuition, but we’re trying to avoid doing
that.”
Experts also say GW’s move to
hundreds more schools have followed
suit as college costs have come under
increased scrutiny.
tuition last academic year, according
to U.S. Department of Education data,
or about 7 percent of all colleges nationwide where students receive fedRichard Vedder, the director of
and Productivity, said while the policy
helps take some uncertainty out of the
process when families plan for college,
it is far from a cure-all.
“I thought then and I still think it’s

an innovative idea. It’s a good idea,”
Vedder said. “It doesn’t solve the
problem of the high cost of college, but
it’s a nice move.”
Even former University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who impolicy may have lost its allure.
By ruling out tuition increases for
returning students, the University has
stitutions, and the policy has failed to
as a school for wealthy students.
Trachtenberg said GW should
consider reviewing the policy and
“It may well be that it’s run its
course, and [it’s] probably worth taking a look at to see if it ought to be
continued or if some new innovation
ought to be sought,” Trachtenberg
said. “What you don’t want to do is
have a good idea and then fall asleep
on it.”
The sacrifice
Knapp said when he came to GW
ition policy in place while moderating
pool.
He said the policy brings down
the overall cost of a GW degree, but
this perk is often lost in translation
when parents only look at the cost of
The University’s tuition price may
be one of the highest in the country,
means students have to borrow less
to pay for all four years. Still, GW stuthe national average.

ition policy has combated an image
problem that the University has held

But the high-energy and highpressure to become fast friends,
said a past member. He added that
by administrators for leading the
award-winning program.
He said that members, who

receive free housing, often feel
pressure to attend and host parties
because they want to recreate the
chemistry of previous groups.
“This pressure is created to
make friends at an abnormally
fast pace, which is a really tough
thing,” the past member said.
The former member, who was

BRIANNA GURCIULLO
NEWS EDITOR

Universities have for
years bought the names and
addresses of high school
students with certain test
scores, ZIP codes or academic interests to help coax
them to campus.
Now, colleges including
GW are starting to target another student demographic:
those from low-income
households.
Laurie Koehler, the recently hired enrollment
manager who is reshaping
the University’s recruitment
strategy, said GW hopes to
encourage top applicants
from poorer backgrounds
by promoting perks like rosticker price.
“We want great students, and what we don’t
want to do is exclude great
students because they think
here,” Koehler said. “That’s
what happens so often, is
that those students selfselect out of the applicant
pool. They don’t even submit an application.”
The nationwide phenomenon has crystallized
recently: About one-third
of top high school students
who landed in the bottom
quarter of income distribution attended one of the
nation’s 238 most selective
institutions, compared to 78

From Page 1
mostly to help fund the largest building in the school’s
ence and Engineering Hall.
Campus construction costs
have totaled more than a half-

families to attend college.
“You throw a lot of information
at families as they’re going through
this process, and that clearly sticks,
because families care about being able
to plan a budget over the course of
their son or daughter’s four years at
college,” said Koehler, senior associate
provost for enrollment management.

But even as borrowing
skids to a halt, members of
the Faculty Senate planning and budget committee have concerns about
how paying back that debt
will cut into other programs, like faculty hiring

A ‘radical’ idea
Trachtenberg said his administration faced skepticism from trustees
and faculty, who thought a tuition
kicked up, the University would not
be able to make adjustments to tuition
to compensate.
It also meant the University
percent before freezing it, though it
has kept those hikes to about 3 percent
for nearly every incoming class since
then.
“People were concerned that
we would be too aggressive and the
tuition bill would be upsetting and
chtenberg said. “Ultimately, they
trusted us. They made a leap of faith,
and it turned out, as I say, to be remarkably innovative.”
–Avery Anapol, Cory Weinberg and
Sarah Ferris contributed reporting.

not on this year’s Cabinet, said he
was also disturbed by the University’s decision.
“I’m worried they’re not going to face the reality that college
students will be college students,”
the former member said. “Just because they went to a party doesn’t
mean they can’t be a fabulous orientation leader.”

percent of students in the
highest income bracket, according to a study last year
by researchers from Harvard
and Stanford universities.
University
President
Steven Knapp said GW’s
broader question about how
to ensure low-income students don’t feel shut out of
higher education, which is
often a path to better jobs
and higher pay.
“How can we make
our University more accessible to students who might
not otherwise think about
coming here because they
might think we’re too expensive, or they think we’re
the wrong kind of place for
them, or whatever it is, because they just don’t know
enough?” Knapp said.
Enrolling a larger number of low-income students
would be costly. Knapp acknowledged that reaching
out to more low-income
students isn’t enough – the
pool would also have to increase, likely courtesy of a
larger pool of donations.
The national focus on
recruiting low-income students is a marked shift
from past years, when costconsciousn colleges vied
for high-achieving students
scholarships.

–Gloriana Sojo
contributed to this report.

Economist: GW
‘playing with fire’

Nearly every admitted student
said in a survey last year that they
were familiar with the policy, GW’s
enrollment manager Laurie Koehler
said. She said that price plan was more

CI leaders’ firings set of controversy
From Page 1

New way to reach
low-income students:
buying information

Economics
professor
Donald Parsons, who is on
the committee, has spent
months writing a report on
the University’s long-term
gues lack strategies to pay
loans back in full. He argues
that those plans could hurt
future students.
“It’s exactly the same
thing we’re confronting with
the federal government. How
much can we lay on later generations?” Parsons said. “We
borrow money to essentially
encourage that future generations pay for some of our current services.”
Brian Biles, a public
health professor and longtime member of the Faculty
said the University has been
too optimistic about how
quickly it can pull in government subsidies from research
grants – known as indirect
cost recoveries – to pay for
buildings like the Science and
Engineering Hall.
Though
University
researchers have earned
more grants in recent years
and Knapp said he is expecting a big boost in research
reimbursements,
the subsidies that go dithe last four years.

nance committee estimated

would each need to bring
funding to cover construction
and maintenance for the science and engineering building.
GW
maintains
a
strong A1 rating from the
Moody’s Investor Service
– which allows the University to take advantage
of lower interest rates. The
credit rating agency cites a
growing fundraising operation, experienced administrators and solid student
nancial strength.
has also said a few large donations could be announced
Still, fundraising to pay
for the engineering and public health buildings have
cumulated to cover upfront
costs.
“If we had more money,
we’d do things even faster.
But we’re not using [fundraising] as the predominant
source,” said Executive Vice
President and Treasurer Lou
Katz.
Moody’s and Standard &
Poor’s, though, both pointed
last year to the University’s
annual debt payments as
cause for concern. The difference between GW’s operating costs and revenue last
thin margin compared to the
Richard Vedder, an economics professor at Ohio
University who specializes
said

administrators

were

plan to match debt payments
with endowment payouts.
“The endowment is in
a net sense: zero. That’s not
a way to run a university,”
said Vedder, who is also the
director of the Center for
Productivity.

Opinions
'FCSVBSZ t1BHF

We need a separate alcohol
policy for law students

T

hese days, there’s a new
document all the law students are analyzing. And
no, it isn’t Justice Antonin
Scalia’s latest court opinion.
The University’s alcohol policy has stirred debate, uproar and
then some compromise in the GW
Law School over the last couple
weeks. In the aftermath of sanctions and reactions, it is clear that
GW still does not have a smart
graduate student alcohol policy.
Here’s what happened:
When promotions for the Student
Bar Association’s “Thirsty Thursday” night were pitched to undergraduate students and featured
alcohol – in violation of the Center for Alcohol and other Drug
Education Policy – the University
forced a shutdown of a majority
of Student Bar Association events
through at least March 10. That
included the school’s popular
Bar Review nights, an important
community-building event for a
steam.
Above the Law, a blog widely read in the legal community,
calling GW’s backwards policy
“scary and stupid.”
tire school by shutting down so
take note. Nearly 700 joined the
“Underground Bar Review” Facebook group, with plans to meet as
usual for Thursday bar nights, defying the rules. As Above the Law
reported, that plan fell through
because organizers were concerned about sanctions possible
under the University’s policy. Students over the age of 21 should
not have to hide underground.
In the past, the Student Bar
Association has tried to negotiate
new policies without luck. In light
of recent sanctions, that need for
reform is dire.
The current rules, especially
the restriction on promoting
events with alcohol, cause more
issues than they solve. There’s no
reason that graduate students, the
vast majority of whom are legally
allowed to drink, should have to

Alex
Schneider
Columnist
avoid advertising the presence of
alcohol at events. It’s going to be
“Thirsty Thursday” by highlighting the chips and salsa.
Critics of two separate alcohol policies – one for graduates,
one for undergraduates – might
raise the concern that some events
include both of these populations,
blurring the rules. That’s easy to
solve: Law school events with
alcohol could be closed to undergraduates. And either way, students would be required to show
an appropriate ID before being allowed to drink.
The recent controversy also
makes clear that enforcement
should take into account how different schools set up student organizations.
At the law school, the Student Bar Association encompasses every individually run club,
from the Arab Student Law Association to the Feminist Forum.
The University has interpreted
this to mean that when any individual Student Bar Association
organization breaks the alcohol
policy, every organization could
face potential sanctions. That’s
why the latest violation threatened student events run by all
law school organizations.
A smarter policy, tailored
to the law school, would not
sanction every club for violations with which they had no
oversight. Violations in the advertising of “Thirsty Thursday”
Review.
After all, enforcing a rule
prohibiting students who are
not just of age but in fact might
be in their early 30s or 40s from
drinking alcohol is nothing short
of comical.
The writer, a second-year law
student, is a Hatchet columnist.

WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
The amount of tuition money forfeited over the years on fixed tuition. (p. 1)
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“We should all take a moment to thank the powers that be
for giving us easier access to Foggy Bottom hot spots like
Sign of the Whale and McFadden’s.”

–OPINIONS EDITOR JUSTIN PELIGRI PO(8TEFDJTJPOUPFYQBOEUIF3*%&ýFFUt'FC

STAFF EDITORIAL

FINDING THE SILVER LINING OF
GW’S CONSERVATIVE APPROACH IN CHINA
When the road is lined with ice
and your path is shrouded by fog,
the accelerator.
That’s what the University did
last week when Provost Steven Lerman announced it would not plan a
new campus in China.
GW, still holding high international ambitions, pulled away from
this massive goal because of high
costs, an ousted China leader and an
aggravated faculty. There was never
a full plan in place, but administrators had visited top universities in
Beijing to discuss possibilities.
Former Vice President for China
Operations Doug Guthrie wanted
GW to become one of only a handful of American universities to nab
degree-granting status in China. If
successful, the move would have
strengthened GW’s international
reputation, lured wealthy donors
and helped add more tuition-paying students despite a D.C. campus
with a population cap.
wouldn’t have been worth the cost.
overspending as dean of the GW
School of Business, the goal would
business connections in the country.
We’re glad Lerman and faculty
members hit the brakes this time,
especially because it appeared that
GW had gotten ahead of itself with
its goals in China.
Since University President Steven Knapp took the helm in 2007,
GW has set its aspirations high.
The University is not even halfway
through a campus development
plan already piling up more than a
half-billion dollars in construction
projects. GW is also just starting to
implement a strategic plan worth
demic and research goals like adding 100 professors and doubling
the size of the international student
population. Along the way, they’ve
tried to beat back the school’s reputation as one of the most expensive
schools in the nation.
The buildup begs the question:

Is GW stretching itself too thin?
With so many huge goals, it’s best
that the University focuses on current projects instead of expanding
its portfolio beyond its reach.
With a low endowment compared to the University’s market
basket schools – not to mention a
debt load of $1.4 billion – a China
campus would have meant biting
Inevitable failure this time around
Realistically speaking, the potential plan was likely doomed from
the start.
Few other American colleges
have achieved this feat. GW’s competitor, New York University, is one
of them. Their China campus – located in Shanghai – started out as a
study abroad location, and evolved
as time passed. NYU has also
Emirates – an accomplishment that
paved the way for more international expansion.

The buildup begs
the question: Is GW
stretching itself too
thin? It’s best that the
University focuses on
current projects instead
of expanding its portfolio
beyond its reach.
Compared to NYU, GW’s international footing isn’t as strong, and
administrators know it.
By now, administrators should
have learned that without faculty
participation, lofty projects are nearly impossible to achieve. In a July
30 email obtained by The Hatchet,
Faculty Senate executive committee
chair Scheherazade Rehman criticized Guthrie and Lerman for excluding professors from discussions
about building a school in China.
It wasn’t until this fall – after
Guthrie was ousted and before the
China program was abandoned –
that faculty were looped into these

conversations. It shouldn’t take incendiary emails from professors to
catch the attention of top University leaders, especially on a project
on which administrators spent so
much time.
The road ahead for GW’s
international ambitions
Looking forward, there are
many ways GW can learn from the
mistakes that led up to the abandonment of the China campus project
– not the least of which is keeping
faculty input at the forefront.
International expansion is still
important for the University – both
in fundraising as well as fostering
a diverse students body. The decision to not build a school in China is
merely a bump in the road, and we
don’t expect Lerman to keep GW
away from embracing future opportunities.
In addition, opening a campus
in a nation that chills debate about
the future of the Communist Party
and China’s control over Taiwan
would raise legitimate questions
about academic freedom. It would
have been a nightmare for administrators to ensure that a China campus would be the kind of beacon
of free expression that we know in
D.C.
Just because GW’s internamean they’ve gone to waste. GW
opened its own Confucius Institute,
an international organization with
360 participating Universities that
teach Chinese courses for no credit,
and that will continue to serve as an
important bridge between GW and
China.
Further, there already exists a
GW Exchange Program, in which
students from foreign universities enroll in GW, working with
is a program GW should continue to bolster.
We shouldn’t give up on achieving our goals of becoming an internationally focused school. But if we
take leaps that are too large, we’ll

How Grindr and Tinder make our generation sex positive

I

t has happened to all of us. You’re
walking through Kogan Plaza when
suddenly you lock eyes with someone
you vaguely recognize but can’t put a
name to. Confused by the encounter, you
keep walking until it hits you: You know
them from Tinder or Grindr.

speeds up this process for gay men, and has
or maybe a date only a quick seductive message away.
But there’s more where that comes from.
Tinder has emerged as an option for
students of all sexual orientations. While
the online dating world for straight
people used to be limited to recently divorced suburban soccer moms on Match.
com and socially awkward young profes-

Jonah Lewis
Writer

straight college students a service with
the speed and simplicity they demand.
Regardless of which app we use, the truth
is that more students on this campus than
we’d like to admit use these phone apps.
Screening potential matches before we
meet them in person allows us to be more
open and honest with ourselves and others
about what – and who – we are looking for. It
even takes away from the limitations of “real-

The explosion of dating and hook-up
apps on college campuses often creates some
awkward encounters. From the unsolicited
pictures I’d rather not describe, to the array
of men old enough to be your father, Grindr
provides almost as much fodder for jokes as it
does actual dates.
It also has spawned a collection of Grindr bios that would make any self-respecting
sociology or women’s studies major cringe.
The phrases “no fems,” “str8-acting” and “no
black guys” add a shocking amount of racism and sexism to what
could otherwise be a Sexuality is not
welcoming platform.
These phenomena limited to drunken
are concerning, but nights at frat houses
we shouldn’t downplay the positive in- or at clubs, and these

have had on college apps let us hook up
culture. Jokes and
on our own time, even
awkwardness aside,
the proliferation of when we’re sober.
apps like Tinder and
Grindr has liberalized our sexual and romantic lives, and helped open up needed software and multitude of creepy-looking
conversations about sex.
people cruising for some late-night fun, GrinAnd like all great things, this trend has
queer people to thank. Grindr was one of the often joke about how all the men here are gay,
- the fact is that we are still the minority.
ly for gay men.
Being gay, even at a progressive school
Though commonly despised for its glitchy like GW, comes with the challenges of open-
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Real world & online dating worlds collide
by Jay Fondin

or sex.
Even in the “gayest city in America,” the
number of queer people is comparatively
small. We are stereotyped and often marginalized, and our sex lives are often relegated to a
small handful of “gay” establishments. Grindr
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drunken debauchery.
Tinder and Grindr acknowledge our
changing needs and wants regarding sex and
romance, and allow us to seek sex when we
want it. Sexuality is not limited to drunken
nights at frat houses or at clubs, and these
apps let us hookup on our own time, even
when we’re sober.
And you’ll notice that the more people start using these apps, the more they
will be open to talking about them. It
is healthy to be straightforward when
it comes to sexuality, including sexual
needs and desires. These apps take away
the stigma of talking about these issues
before hooking up with someone and, at
the very least, let us laugh about weird
messages we receive or talk about the hot
people down the street.
Still, while I’m all for communication,
here’s a bit of advice: Try to at least start with a
hello before we move right to nudes.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in political
science and sociology, is a Hatchet opinions writer.
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student organizations teaching
consent, lewd highlights from the
crime log, and music to get you
in the mood

SAM JOHNSON | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

A forbidden fling in
gender-neutral housing
It was the same
old story: We drank
one too many Natty
Lights and stumbled
into bed together. Except instead of worrying about the walk of
shame the next morning, I had to figure
out how to sneak my
roommate back into
his bedroom across
our suite.
We all expect to
learn to live with
roommates in college, but sleeping
with them is a different story. Here’s some
background: I’m Casey,
The Hatchet’s new female sex columnist. I’m
here to tell you some of
my awkward stories so
you can feel better about
yours.
Don’t worry, out of
my three roommates
in our gender-neutral
quad, I only slept with
one of them.
We thought we were
so sly, listening for the
door lock and doublechecking our roommates’ work schedules.
At first, it was great. I
only had to walk 10 feet
across my room to get
laid and I didn’t have to
worry about fighting for
the twin-sized blankets.
We could jump between
beds – and showers –
without ever having to
leave the quad.
It was forbidden
love,
gender-neutralhousing-style. And it
was hot.
Plus, after we moved
past the initial weirdness of seeing each other naked, the sex was
already
comfortable
with each other, talking
about what we wanted
to try in bed was casual
conversation.
We optimized the
time when our roommates were gone. We’d
throw in a quick fuck
when they were in class

and made sure we were
clothed by the time they
got back. We could rarely leave a party early
because our roommates
always came with us.
Why would the two
of us want some alone
time? The only time we
managed to sneak out
of a bar without anyone
noticing, our roommate
caught us making out in

Our plan was
infallible, until
we realized we
couldn’t keep
this up for a full
year. We were
stuck between
a rock and a
flaccid place.
the hallway – thank God
he didn’t remember it.
Our plan was infallible, until we realized
we couldn’t keep this
up for a full year. We
were stuck between a
rock and a flaccid place,
neither of us wanting to
start the obvious conversation that would have
happened in any other
relationship. While the
sex was over, our roommate contract wasn’t.

Now, you might
think after all of the
awkward breakfasts and
sexual tension, I would
regret how things unraveled.
of it. If we had hooked
up when we weren’t living together, we might
not still be friends. And
if we had never lived
together, who knows if
anything ever would
have happened. Somehow being in such close
quarters after everything ended forced us to
stay friends.
Looking back on it,
the fling seems like every GW parent’s nightmare – that the genderneutral housing policy
opens the door to hookups that hit too close to
home. The University’s
decision to offer genderneutral housing in 2010
was soon duplicated
by colleges across the
country, catching the
eye even of Justice Antonin Scalia, who called
the trend towards gender-neutral policies a
“distorted view of what
diversity in America
means.”
I hope he doesn’t
read this column.
Proximity just plays
a big role when it comes
to who you fuck.

Raise high,
Casey

When looking to get laid,
embrace the age gap
He was charming.
He
was
smooth, well puttogether, and twice as
handsome as he had a
right to be. He bought
my drinks and fended

He was charming as
well, but it was “27” who
ordered a bottle of Spanish wine and convinced
me that we should go
back to his hotel. The sex
was out of this world.

lurkers. He was articulate and witty as hell. He
was 17 years my senior.
To be frank, I hadn’t
had sex in a while and I
was looking for someone

and I welcomed his advances because they
were respectful but experienced. This was a man
who knew how to please.
Sex with guys my
own age felt more like

pervasive loneliness that
hung over me in recent
days. I badly needed
company. So with these
things in mind, I’d ventured out alone to place
called Green Lantern, a
the beaten track, hoping
or both of my problems.
When I got there, I
of his dark brown eyes
in the dim glow of the
bar. Clocking in at the
ripe age of 38, this beautifully stubbled man had
a set of abs that belonged
on an Olympic swimmer.
How was I supposed
to turn that away?
I would be lying if I
said his age didn’t send
er pressured me. He did
not aggressively feed me
drinks, and I knew walking away was always
gentleman, and it was
a stranger who did not
know – and probably
did not care – about anything related to GW.
Never once was there
a lull in the conversation. Never once did any
part of me think I should
leave “38” at the bar. In
fact, after he laughed at
one of my spectacularly
nerdy puns, I kissed
him. He took me to his
place, and that was it.

girls have sex to achieve
a goal, whereas “27” was
making art. One’s a mechanic while the other
was a poet.
Never once did I regret any of these encounters. I would do it all
over again without the
slightest hesitation.
These are men who
have their lives together,
with careers and healthy
social circles. Emotionmen are stable and safe.
They are precisely the
opposite of the erratic,
drunken and clumsy
fumblings of college
boys. If you want good
perience having good
sex.
Frat boys are fun.
rarely can these manchildren carry a conversation beyond their
preferred beer of choice
or the last time t h e y
got drunk.
If
that’s
your style,

a better, richer, more
Townhouse Row, look
for the ones with one
or two grey hairs. It’s
worth it.
Still, I can hear already the commentary of
readers, mumbling notso-quietly under their
breath: “Daddy issues.”
And if, dear reader, you
want to discard these experiences, I won’t stop
older partners is not diminished to a simplistic
summary of Freudian
theories on Daddy.
It’s simply a question of taste. You choose
blondes. I choose a receding hairline. You
guy to become intoxicated enough to dance with
you in the basement of
the townhouse. I choose
someone who has not
danced in a club since
the late ‘90s.
My point is that you
sexual partner – and further, you can judge them
every which way you
ers. And frankly, I like
what the older ones are
selling.

Raise high,
Calvin

guy I’d hooked up with
who was older. That
honor belongs to “32.”
ILLUSTRATIONS BY ISABEL GARCIA

Apps open doors for hookups
From Page 1
seem like they are looking for a real relationship,”
Indech
said.
“These people resort to
Tinder because it is an
easier, more casual way
of meeting people.”
Senior Chris Lewis
said Grindr, often maligned as an underbelly
of gay culture where

nude photos get sent
around more than phone
numbers, has finally become mainstream. He
said instead of spending
nights fumbling through
flirtation at bars, Grindr
helps “cut through all
the bullshit.”
“It used to be like
every gay guy’s dirty
little
secret,”
Lewis
said. “It’s kind of funny

JAMIE FINKELSTEIN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Grindr launched in 2009, while Tinder launched two years ago.
Both apps have gained popularity around campus.

– everyone has a smart
phone, now so it’s kind
of like most people are
open about it.”
Though the apps are
mostly geared toward
casual sexual encounters,
increasing the odds of
snagging a hookup isn’t
always positive, said
Kimberly
Acquaviva,
an associate dean in the
nursing school with a
doctorate degree in human sexuality education.
She said that apps
like Tinder and Grindr
can make sex feel “more
like something you get
quick-shipped to you
from Amazon.com.”
“The
search
for
string-free
hookups
isn’t something new.
And the almost-inevitable dissatisfaction that
results from searching
for
commitment-free,
emotion-free,
attachment-free hookups isn’t
new, either,” Acquaviva
said.
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To place a classified ad,
go to gwhatchet.com and click on
CLASSIFIEDS in the upper right corner.
For all other ads, email
ads@gwhatchet.com
or call 202-994-7682.

$7.99
Large 1-topping pizza

Manny & Olga's

JOBS
LAW OFFICE HELP NEEDED
We are looking for a bright, responsible
“college kid” to join our back office/
administrative team. We are a small
telecommunications law firm with a Fortune
500 client list and we offer a relaxed and open
environment, flexible hours and an opportunity
to become familiar with a rapidly changing
field of law. Approximately 10-20 hours a
week. Within walking distance of campus. Fax
(202-223-0833) or E-mail (amorgan@lb3law.
com) your resume with hours of availability.
Mondays, Wednesdays all day, and Tuesday
evenings needed. Start ASAP.
Email amorgan@lb3law.com

To play: Complete the grid
so that every row, column
and every 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There is not
guessing or math involved,
just use logic to solve.

Solution

Sports
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THE

GAMES
CRUNCH

MEN’S SQUASH

The Colonials begin their 2014
season on the road looking to
build on their fifth place finish
last year.

After going 5-10 during the regular
season, the men’s squash team
will head to Harvard for the CSA
Team Nationals.

at UNC-Greensboro
'SJEBZtQN

OF THE WEEK

NUMBER

BASEBALL

36

BU$4"5FBN/BUJPOBMT
Friday-Sunday

The number of combined individual match wins for the men’s and women’s
squash teams against Virginia and Bucknell Saturday

Men’s basketball looks to survive A-10 gauntlet
NICK ONG

TOP OF THE A-10 STANDINGS

SPORTS EDITOR

Coaches always say the most
important game is the next one.
Well, for head coach Mike Lonergan, that is actually true. And not
just for a day or so, but for the next
two weeks.
Over the next 14 days, the Colonials will enter an Atlantic 10
gauntlet, facing off against four of
the conference’s top six teams: VCU,
Massachusetts, Richmond and Saint
Louis.
There's a lot on the line: a topthree spot in the conference standings, a perfect home record, and
likely the difference between an
eight, 12 or any seed come NCAA
Tournament time.
First up are the Rams and the
Minutemen – the two top-scoring
offenses in the A-10.
To pull off another upset against
VCU, this time in enemy territory
and without guard Kethan Savage,
sophomore Patricio Garino will
need to lead the way offensively.
Last time against the Rams, Garino
had a career performance, scoring
17 of his 25 points in the second half,
to halt the Rams' attempt at a comeback and eventually put the game
out of reach.
Garino has served as the offense’s lifeblood of late, averaging
15 points per game in the last five
games, shooting 63w percent from
the field and getting to the line 34
times.
“We were better here last game
and obviously Kethan played, but

''

We’re very unselfish
and we share the ball
well, but we just don’t have the
personnel, really, to just dribble
through that kind of pressure.
MIKE LONERGAN
Men’s Basketball Head Coach

1. Saint Louis
22-2, 9-0
(8 
 
7$6
 
4BJOU+PTFQIhT  
5. Massachusetts
18-4, 5-3
6. Richmond
15-8, 5-3

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
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Patricio had a monster game," Lonergan said. We’ve got to just get
that ball over halfcourt and we gotta
attack the rim like we did a good job
here."
Graduate transfer Maurice
Creek will likely get the call to help
sophomore Joe McDonald in the
backcourt. The sharpshooter has
seen extended time handling the
ball in the past few games, and has
done a sufficient job as a distributor,
dishing out 17 assists to just seven
turnovers in his last four games.
Ball movement will be the key –

UPCOMING GAMES

at VCU, Wednesday at 7 p.m.
vs. UMass, Saturday at 2 p.m.

as a team, GW has earned 23 and 20
assists in back-to-back games.
“Patricio and Mo are gonna
have to really help us handle the
ball – and Isaiah – and just as a team,
we’re gonna have to use our ability to pass the ball,” Lonergan said.
“We’re very unselfish and we share
the ball well, but we just don’t have
the personnel, really, to just dribble
through that kind of pressure and

we don’t have the foot speed.”
Still, this game won’t be played
at the Colonials’ fortress – the Smith
Center – where they are 12-0 this
season. The Rams will be in their
own comfort zone in Richmond, in
front of an average 7,741 fans, where
they have won 17-straight games.
Lonergan said players would
lean on their experience playing at
St. Bonaventure this season, winning in another arena with rabid
fans.
Facing UMass will be a completely different challenge, with the

added task of taking on one of the
A-10’s best talents, Chaz Williams.
The redshirt senior ranks seventh
in the conference in scoring at 15.8
points per game, first in assists at 7.5
per game and sixth in three-point
percentage.
GW, though, has shown its
ability to keep superstars in check
all season long. Behind the stellar
defense of Armwood, they limited
All-American Doug McDermott to
just seven points and took down a
then no. 18 Creighton team. In their
last two wins, the Colonials have
held their opponents’ leading scorers – Ovie Soko (Duquesne) and Jon
Severe (Fordham) – to 13 and nine
points, respectively. Both came into
their games as top three scorers in
the A-10.
On paper, the Minutemen seem
like a balanced matchup for the Colonials. UMass ranks first in scoring offense, putting up 77.5 points
per game, but GW will combat that
with its second-best scoring defense,
which only allows 65.3 points per
game. UMass comes in first again
in rebounds per game with 38.9, but
right behind them in third are the
Colonials, at 37.6.
“It ain’t no pressure at all,” Creek
said. “I just see my team going out
there and playing like we usually
play, and going out there and playing hard. We haven’t played UMass
yet, but we have a clear vision after
watching them play against other
people and we know what their
talents are and they know what our
talents are too.”
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