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PHOTOS BY CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Senior forward Isaiah Armwood fi ghts off Duquesne defenders Ovie Soko and Dominique McKoy on his way to the basket in GW’s 71-57 win Feb. 5. GW won all but one of its home games this season. 

NCAA Tournament 
Second Round

Memphis (8) vs. GW (9)
Friday, 6:55 p.m. 

Raleigh, N.C.W                                   hen fans, scouts and re-
porters from around the country size 
up GW this weekend, player names 
and stat lines may blur together.

The Colonials don’t own the kind 
of superstars that will leave announc-
ers drooling and opponents quaking. 
,QVWHDG��WKH�À�UVW�*:�1&$$�7RXUQD�
ment team since 2007 is back in the 
spotlight because of a steady starting 
À�YH� DQG� D� KDELW� RI� À�QGLQJ� WKH� ULJKW�
man to step up at the right time.

$V�KHDG�FRDFK�0LNH�/RQHUJDQ�KDV�
VDLG�VLQFH�WKH�WHDP�ZDV�SLFNHG�WR�À�Q�
LVK���WK� LQ� WKH�SUHVHDVRQ�$WODQWLF� ���
poll, the team turns heads because of 
its discipline.

“I think our guys really bought 
into it that this is about winning, and 
they can leave their mark and ban-
QHUV�µ�/RQHUJDQ�VDLG�LQ�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�
last week. “When they come back to 
GW – who scored 12 or 17, no one’s 
really going to remember that. It’s all 
about what your team did.”

That chance to leave a mark be-
gins Friday as the Colonials take on 
WKH�1R�� ��VHHGHG�0HPSKLV�7LJHUV� DW�
�����S�P��LQ�5DOHLJK��1�&�

It’s one of the most evenly 
matched second-round games – be-
tween two teams that play drastically 
GLͿ�HUHQW� VW\OHV� RI� EDVNHWEDOO�� 7KH�7L�
gers, who hold a 23-9 record and play 
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�$WKOHWLF�&RQIHUHQFH��
boast speed and experience that could 
counterbalance GW’s frontcourt ad-
vantage.

$IWHU�*:�ZDV�SLFNHG�6XQGD\�WR�
SOD\� 0HPSKLV�� /RQHUJDQ� DGPLWWHG�

KH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�0HP�
phis. On Tuesday, he said he now 
knows taming the Tigers will be a 
challenge.

´,� KDYH�ZDWFKHG� VRPH� À�OP�� ,�
know more about their players. I now 
UHDOL]H� WKH\� VZHSW� /RXLVYLOOH�� ZKLFK�
scares the heck out of me because 
,� FRQVLGHU� /RXLVYLOOH� RQH� RI� WKH� WRS�
three or four teams in the country,” 
/RQHUJDQ�VDLG�7XHVGD\�

The Tigers, in addition to making 
WKH�1&$$�7RXUQDPHQW�VHYHQ�RXW�RI�
the last eight years, have played in a 
number of marquee games this sea-
son. Overall, they went 5-5 against 
WHDPV�LQ�WKH�$VVRFLDWHG�3UHVV�WRS�����
defeating Gonzaga, splitting the sea-
VRQ�VHULHV�ZLWK�2NODKRPD�6WDWH�DQG�
VZHHSLQJ�$$&�FKDPSLRQ�/RXLVYLOOH��
$OO�DUH�1&$$�7RXUQDPHQW�WHDPV�

0HPSKLV�VWDUWV�WKUHH�VHQLRUV�ZLWK�
tournament experience, led by point 
guard Joe Jackson, who averages 14.3 
points per game. His 4.5 assists per 
game help make the Tigers the 
WKLUG�PRVW�VHOÁ�HVV�WHDP�LQ�WKH�
country, averaging 17.4 assists 
per game.

&RPLQJ� RͿ�� WKH�
bench, the Colonials 
will need to be on the 
ORRNRXW�IRU�0HPSKLV·�
three-point specialist, 
VHQLRU�0LFKDHO�'L[RQ�
Jr. In his three seasons 
DW� 0LVVRXUL�� 'L[RQ�
played in four tour-
nament games, scor-
ing 15 and 22 points 
in two of them. His 
proven ability to 
handle the pres-
sure could lead to 
a huge game.

/LNH�$����IRHV�

9&8� DQG� 0DVVDFKXVHWWV�� WKH� 7LJHUV�
are known for their athleticism and 
“run-and-gun” style of play, as they 
are at their best when they get out and 
score in transition.

“That’s gonna be our main goal, 
to get back on defense and stop those 
transition baskets,” senior forward 
,VDLDK�$UPZRRG�VDLG��´7KDW·V�JRQQD�
be one of the main things we’re gonna 
have to do.”

$VLGH� IURP� VRSKRPRUH� IRUZDUG�
3DWULFLR� *DULQR�� *:� UDUHO\� UXQV� LQ�
transition. Instead, the Colonials like 
to use their size and dominance in the 
SDLQW�WR�À�QG�PLVPDWFKHV�LQ�WKH�KDOI�
court and run plays for their shooters. 

To advance, 
they will 
have to 

control the tempo of the game, like 
WKH\�GLG�LQ�WKH�À�UVW�KDOI�DJDLQVW�
the Rams, and win the battle on 

the boards.
GW will again likely be without 

VRSKRPRUH� JXDUG� .HWKDQ� 6DYDJH��
who has been out since January with 
a broken foot. He tried to play last 
ZHHNHQG� LQ� WKH� $���� WRXUQDPHQW��
EXW�TXLFNO\�OHIW�WKH�FRXUW�OLPSLQJ��/R�
nergan said Tuesday that he was not 
SODQQLQJ�RQ�KDYLQJ�6DYDJH�

That will be a big loss in trying 
WR�NHHS�XS�ZLWK� WKH�TXLFN�0HPSKLV�
backcourt. To control the pace of play, 
/RQHUJDQ�LQVWHDG�HPSKDVL]HG�WKDW�KLV�
team will need to take care of the ball 
and lean on its strengths.

“We’ve been a good team, but 
nobody can go out there and try and 
carry us. We’re best when we have 20 
DVVLVWV�RU�À�YH�GRXEOH�À�JXUH�VFRUHUV�µ�
/RQHUJDQ�VDLG��´7KDW·V�ZKDW�,·P�WU\�
ing to preach this week, because some 
people can get caught up in all the 
hype and we’ve got to play as a team. 

It’s got to be all about ‘we’ and 
not ‘me.’”

$UPZRRG� DQG�
sophomore for-

ward Kevin 
/ D U V H Q�

p r o v e d 
t h e m -
selves 
one of 

the best f r o n t -
FRXUWV�LQ�WKH�$�����

but they will have 
their hands full with 

0HPSKLV·� VRSKRPRUH�
big man – the appropri-

DWHO\�QDPHG�6KDT�*RRGZLQ��
The forward pulls in 6.6 re-

ERXQGV�SHU�JDPH�DQG�DYHUDJHV�����
blocks per game.

Goodwin is “a really good post 
player, we’re gonna have to keep him 
RͿ�� WKH� ERDUGV�µ� $UPZRRG� DGGHG��
“He’s their main inside presence and 
me and Kevin both are gonna spend 
some time on him and try to keep him 
RͿ��WKH�ERDUGV�DQG�IURP�VFRULQJ�µ

The two may also get the chance 
to go head-to-head with one of their 
ROG�WHDPPDWHV��JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW�'D�
YLG� 3HOORP�� ZKR� WUDQVIHUUHG� RXW� RI�
GW last season. The former Colonial, 
known for his athletic dunks, is aver-
aging 4.3 points and 2.9 rebounds for 
the Tigers this season.

1HLWKHU� $UPZRRG� QRU� /DUVHQ�
has much experience going against 
3HOORP�� ZKR� ZDV� LQMXUHG� ODVW� \HDU��
but they said it does give them an 
added incentive to show what he’s 
missed.

“I texted him and said, ‘Good 
OXFN��\RX·OO�QHHG�LW·�²�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�IULHQG�
O\�MRNH�µ�/DUVHQ�VDLG�

Jokes aside, the Colonials know 
they weren’t expected to still be play-
LQJ�WKLV�GHHS�LQWR�0DUFK��%XW�DIWHU�H[�
ceeding expectations, it’s now time for 
them to make memo-
ries.

“This is not an-
other game. Our Fi-
nal Four is on Friday. 
We’re gonna leave 
everything on the 
court and we’re gon-
na play like it’s the 
world championship 
for us,” Garino said.

GW looks to make tournament memories against memphis
in the issue

Breaking down No. 1 seed Virginia...... pg. 2
Analyzing GW’s showing in Brooklyn.... pg. 3
The March Madness questions you’re 

  too embarrassed to ask...................... pg. 5
Best moments from the season.......... pg. 6
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control the tempo of the game, like 
WKH\�GLG�LQ�WKH�À�UVW�KDOI�DJDLQVW�
the Rams, and win the battle on 

the boards.
GW will again likely be without NICK ONG
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Go 
online 
for a 
video 
recapping 
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team’s 
run 
to the 
NCAA 
Tournament.
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Numbers and history 

tell the story.

Combine the total 

NCAA Tournament experi-

ence of the players on the 

men’s basketball team and 

the math is pretty simple: 

two players, two games, 10 

minutes played and zero 

points scored.

Perform the same cal-

culation for GW’s second-

round opponent – the 

Memphis Tigers – and the 

numbers get more lopsid-

ed: six players, 11 appear-

ances, 17 games, 416 min-

utes played and 138 points 

scored.

They’re telling num-

bers, highlighting the clear 

inexperience that GW 

players have with the ex-

SHFWDWLRQV�� Á�DVKEXOEV� DQG�
national spotlight of March 

Madness.

“I know nerves aren’t 

a factor for me, but it’ll 

probably be a factor for the 

young guys that haven’t 

been there,” said transfer 

guard Maurice Creek, who 

played in the 2013 tourna-

ment for an Indiana team 

that went to the Sweet Six-

WHHQ��´,W·V�D�WRWDOO\�GLͿ�HUHQW�
ballgame when you’re in 

the tournament compared 

to a regular season game.”

Fortunately for Creek 

and forward Isaiah Arm-

wood – who also had a 

brief stint in the NCAA 

tournament, playing for 

Villanova in 2011 – they 

won’t have to shoulder the 

transition into the tourna-

ment alone.

A look into the GW 

FRDFKLQJ� VWDͿ�·V� 1&$$�
tournament history is im-

pressive: 11 NCAA tourna-

ment appearances as both 

players and coaches.

“It does help to have 

them there because they 

know what it’s all about,” 

Creek said. “When the 

time comes, they will 

speak and say, ‘You know, 

these games really do 

count, these are the ones 

we worked for.’”

Head coach Mike Lo-

nergan, in his third year 

with GW, led Vermont 

to an NCAA tournament 

appearance in 2010. The 

Catamounts, a No. 16 seed, 

were bounced by No. 1 

Syracuse that year.

Even before the start 

of the Atlantic 10 tourna-

ment, Lonergan said he 

began advising his play-

ers about the exhilaration 

and fatigue to expect in the 

coming weeks.

“I told these guys, 

‘You’ve worked really hard 

to get this point,’” Loner-

gan said. “March Madness 

is the best time of the year 

for me, I love it, so you 

might as well enjoy this 

and take advantage of the 

opportunity. There’s no 

given that you get back to 

this position – making the 

tournament. No matter 

how good you think you’ll 

be in the future, there’s 

luck involved, and inju-

ries.”

Associate head coach 

Hajj Turner traveled to two 

GLͿ�HUHQW� WRXUQDPHQW� VLWHV�
as a member of the Lou-

isville Cardinals in 1999 

and 2000. Assistant coach 

Maurice Joseph made three 

appearances in the NCAA 

tournament as a player, 

twice at Michigan State un-

der renowned head coach 

Tom Izzo in 2006 and 2007, 

and a third at Vermont play-

ing for Lonergan in 2010.

GW special advisor John 

Fitzpatrick, who joined the 

FRDFKLQJ�VWDͿ��DW� WKH�VWDUW�RI�
WKLV�VHDVRQ��KDV�JRQH�WR�À�YH�
NCAA tournaments as a 

coach for Ball State, Fordham 

and Navy. As an assistant 

coach for Navy in 1986, the 

Midshipmen made it all the 

way to the Elite Eight.

Armwood said that Jo-

seph has already helped the 

players focus, as they often 

turn to the youngest mem-

EHU� RI� WKH� FRDFKLQJ� VWDͿ��
ZLWK� TXHVWLRQV� RQ� DQG� RͿ��
WKH� Á�RRU�� 7KH� ELJJHVW� SLHFH�
of advice: Don’t fall victim to 

nerves.

“‘You’ve got to have fun, 

you’ve got to have fun,’” 

Armwood said Joseph ad-

vised him. “If you’re just out 

there timid, you won’t get 

much done, but if you go 

out there and have fun with 

your teammates, everything 

will fall into place. You just 

play hard.”

SEAN HURD
CONTRIBUTING SPORTS EDITOR

Colonials manage spotlighT 
with help from the sidelines

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Head coach Mike Lonergan speaks to reporters at practice Tuesday. Lonergan is one of the many GW coaches with tournament experience. 

A giant looms

KELSEY GRANT | DAILY CAVALIER
Virginia junior Darion Atkins, right, blocks Pittburgh’s Cameron 
Wright in an ACC Tournament game last Saturday. 

If GW beats Memphis, the team will likely take on Virginia. 
We asked Zack Bartee, sports editor of the student 
newspaper The Cavalier Daily, to break down the tean.

Previewing No. 1 seed Virginia

Excitement abounds in Charlottesville as the No. 3 Vir-

ginia men’s basketball team is in the midst of its best season 

since 1981.

After becoming just the second team ever to win 16 

Atlantic Coast Conference regular season games, the top-

seeded Cavaliers avenged a January loss to Duke by de-

feating the Blue Devils, 72-63, in the 

ACC Tournament title game. The vic-

WRU\�PDUNHG�9LUJLQLD·V�À�UVW�FRQIHUHQFH�
championship since 1976.

/HG�E\�À�UVW�WHDP�$OO�$&&� VHQLRU�
guard Joe Harris and third-team All-

ACC senior forward Akil Mitchell, the 

team entered the season ranked No. 24 

and facing high expectations. Howev-

er, the Cavaliers lost four games during 

non-conference play, falling at home to 

then-No. 14 VCU and then-No. 8 Wisconsin before losing 

on the road against Green Bay.

After a 35-point embarrassment at the hands of Ten-

nessee, Harris visited coach Tony Bennett’s house on New 

Year’s Eve in an attempt to salvage his senior season. The 

conversation between Bennett and Harris prompted a com-

SOHWH�UHWRROLQJ�DQG�VLPSOLÀ�FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RͿ�HQVH��ZLWK�SOD\�
ers beginning to settle into their roles and thrive under a 

more team-based approach centered on high-percentage 

looks in the paint.

Virginia went on to win 16 of its next 18 regular sea-

son games, with 13 of those wins coming by double digits. 

Sophomore redshirt guard Malcolm Brogdon has adopted 

the mantle of leading scorer for the Cavaliers, averaging 

14.8 points per game during conference play. Brogdon can 

also handle the ball and rebound, averaging 3.2 assists and 

5.8 rebounds per ACC contest, and is a threat to drive or 

shoot, making 41.5 percent of his 3-point attempts.

7KH�SDFN�OLQH�GHIHQVH�LV�D�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�UHDVRQ�ZK\�9LUJLQ�
LD·V�GHIHQVH�LV�WKH�PRVW�H��FLHQW�LQ�WKH�$&&�DQG�WKH�HLJKWK�
PRVW�H��FLHQW�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��DOORZLQJ�MXVW������SRLQWV�SHU�
100 possessions, while also holding 12 opponents under 50 

points.

The biggest issue plaguing the Cavaliers is at the free 

throw stripe, as the team shoots a dismal 66.3 percent. While 

Virginia has made a reputation of grinding out tight games, 

the team’s free throw shooting remains a liability going for-

ward in the NCAA Tournament.

Virginia (28-6)
No. 1 seed 

vs. No. 16 Coastal 
Carolina

Friday, 9:25 p.m.
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The hulking, reddish-

brown Barclays Center tow-

ers over shops on Atlantic 

Avenue in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

It’s eye-catching to anyone 

who travels through that 

part of the borough.

But just as clear inside 

the arena was the fact that 

men’s basketball senior 

Isaiah Armwood does not 

ZDQW�WR�VHH�KLV�À�QDO�\HDU�RI�
college basketball end with-

RXW�D�À�JKW�
Armwood and his 

frontcourt mate, Atlantic 

10 most-improved player 

Kevin Larsen, made them-

selves known in the paint 

DQG� VROLGLÀ�HG� WKHLU� VSRWV�
as the best inside tandem in 

the conference.

Together, they com-

bined for 52 points and 23 

rebounds in GW’s two A-10 

tournament games against 

VCU and Massachusetts, 

serving as the spark to the 

WHDP·V�RͿ�HQVH�DQG�VKRZLQJ�
who GW can rely on this 

weekend.

“When you look at the 

stronger teams in our con-

ference, like UMass and 

VCU, it just prepared us to 

go into games like these be-

cause they’re very similar,” 

Armwood said Tuesday. 

“They’ve got very good 

guards and very good big 

PHQ��VR�LW�GHÀ�QLWHO\�KHOSHG�
us.”

Head coach Mike Lo-

nergan will likely look to 

get the pair the ball more 

in NCAA Tournament 

games, as their numbers – 

along with GW’s control 

RI� WKH� JDPH� ²� VLJQLÀ�FDQWO\�
dropped in the second half 

as opponents made smart 

defensive adjustments.

The Colonials also got 

hope last weekend from 

their Serbian senior.

After two straight sea-

sons of declining three-

point percentages and four 

straight games to end the 

regular season in which 

KH� KLW� MXVW� RQH� À�HOG� JRDO��
many fans were ready to let 

Nemanja Mikic fade away 

from their basketball mem-

ories.

But he wasn’t.

Instead, the senior for-

ward hit rewind, dropping 

26 points over the two 

games on a combined 7-for-

12 shooting from beyond 

the arc.

Mikic was glowing 

ZLWK�FRQÀ�GHQFH��À�VW�SXPS�
ing after every made basket 

and calling for the ball on 

what seemed to be every 

possession – a performance 

KH·OO� ORRN� WR� GXSOLFDWH� RͿ��
the bench this weekend.

“Hopefully he’ll make 

VKRWV�� EHFDXVH� LW� GHÀ�QLWHO\�
makes us a better team,” 

Lonergan said after his 

team’s loss to VCU. “By 

him coming in and scoring 

two days in a row, that al-

lows us to compete with 

some of the top teams in 

our league and nationally.”

With the impend-

ing matchup against No. 

8-seeded Memphis, Lo-

nergan and the Colonials 

know how to prepare for 

March Madness matchups 

after facing strong press 

defenses and penetrating 

RͿ�HQVHV�IURP�WKH�5DPV�DQG�
Minutemen.

After falling to VCU, 

the Colonials said they 

would make adjustments in 

their zone defense – tight-

ening up the holes for open 

VKRRWHUV�� 7KH� 5DPV� VDQN�
10 three-point shots in the 

VHPLÀ�QDOV�
“We played a lot of 

1-3-1 today and they kind 

of exposed some things in 

it. Hopefully we can learn 

IURP� WKDW� DQG� JDLQ� FRQÀ��
dence from each of our loss-

es and wins and just move 

forward,” Mikic said after 

the team’s loss to VCU.

But there was some 

negative news last week-

end that didn’t have a sil-

ver lining to be found. Most 

noticeably, the image of 

sophomore Kethan Savage 

limping back to the locker 

room after playing just one 

minute on Saturday.

All season, coaches re-

mained optimistic that the 

guard would return and 

elevate the team after he 

broke his foot in mid-Jan-

uary.

That moment was sup-

posed to come in the NCAA 

Tournament. But after mak-

ing an awkward cut in a 

return that came perhaps 

a week too soon, his reap-

pearance is doubtful. Lo-

nergan said Tuesday that he 

was planning not to have 

the sophomore – the team’s 

second-leading scorer.

“I’m not gonna lie, we’re 

not the same team without 

him. We really are not,” Lo-

nergan said Tuesday. “We 

have a lot of weaknesses, lack 

RI�GHSWK�DQG�GLͿ�HUHQW�WKLQJV��
So I wish he was playing, but 

it’s a part of the game – inju-

ries – and we’ll need some 

other people to step up.”

NICK ONG
SPORTS EDITOR

SAMUEL KLEIN | PHOTO EDITOR
Sophomores Patricio Garino, left, and Kevin Larsen, right, walk off the Barclays Center court after GW’s loss to VCU on March 15. Larsen helped establish his inside presence in GW’s two games. 

WEEKEND IN BROOKLYN shows off Inside game
Armwood stars in A-10 tournament, but Savage likely lost for year
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Even if GW pulls togeth-
er an unlikely string of wins 
this week to write its own 
Cinderella story, it still would 
not live up to the drama and 
consequences of the pro-
JUDP·V�ÀUVW� VSHOO� RI� SRVWVHD-
son magic two decades ago.

That’s because the 1993 
Colonials team – which im-
probably went from last pick 
in the tournament to a Sweet 
��� ÀQDOLVW� WKDW� VWXFN� ZLWK�
Michigan’s Fab Five down to 
WKH�ÀQDO�PLQXWH�²�GLGQ·W�MXVW�
stoke a fan base and generate 
national excitement. It helped 
change the University for 
good.

After the team’s March 
Madness run, which was the 
SURJUDP·V�ÀUVW�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�
the tournament in 32 years, 
undergraduate applications 
shot up 23 percent. The ath-
letic success branded GW 
with more name recognition, 
setting the stage for a Uni-
versity with higher selectiv-
ity, more tuition dollars and 
plans of campus expansion.

“GW, from an athletic 
point of view, had never ex-
perienced that kind of noto-
riety or success,” said Robert 
Chernak, who oversaw the 
athletics department for 24 
years as a top administrator. 
“From an economic point of 
YLHZ��\RX�FRXOG�QHYHU�DͿRUG�
to buy the kind of publicity 
GW was receiving national-
ly.”

The team, led by head 
coach Mike Jarvis and Nigeri-
an seven-foot-one center Yin-
ka Dare, toppled University 
of New Mexico and Southern 
University in the opening 
NCAA rounds that year. The 
New York Times noted in its 
game summary that without 
Dare, “George Washington 
would not be confused with 
Georgetown today.”

After going down early 

to Chris Webber’s University 
of Michigan in the Sweet 16, 
GW battled back to take the 
lead in the second half, before 
the Wolverines’ star players 
became too much to halt.

The week after the loss, a 
front-page Hatchet headline 
EODUHG��´$GPLVVLRQV�EHQHÀWV�
from Colonials’ wins.”

The moment in the spot-
light made GW a national 
Cinderella story – 1993 ver-
sion of Florida Gulf Coast 
University, which busted 
brackets last year and gener-
ated name recognition for the 
small school. To capitalize on 
its moment, GW invited tele-
vision and radio stations to 
broadcast from Marvin Cen-
ter watch parties.

“We made as much of 
a fuss as we could,” former 
University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg said in an 
interview.

Universities across the 
country have burst onto the 
national scene – improv-
ing selectivity, fundraising 
and branding – by seizing 
newfound athletic success. 
The phenomenon even has 
D�QDPH�� WKH�)OXWLH�(ͿHFW�� DI-
ter the buzz Boston College 
generated after quarterback 

Doug Flutie’s Hail Mary 
against University of Miami 
in 1984.

Doug Chung, a Har-
vard business professor, 
published a study last year 
that showed applications 
increasing by 18 percent at 
schools with sudden college 
football success. To reach 
the same number, a school 
would have to lower tuition 
by nearly 4 percent.

The research backs up 
the strategy put forth by 
Trachtenberg and Chernak 
two decades ago, who early 
in their tenures made ath-
OHWLFV� D�SULRULW\� IRU� WKH�ÀUVW�
time in years.

“It was pretty clear that 
they were going to put an 
emphasis on sports. It was 
clear this was one of their 
strategies to get name rec-
ognition. A Sweet 16 clearly 
did that,” said Chris Deer-
ing, a political science pro-
fessor who was an admin-
istrator under Trachtenberg 
in 1993.

Now, GW’s name is 
PRVWO\� VROLGLÀHG� DPRQJ�
the ranks of selective col-
leges. But the on-court suc-
cess that started in 1993, 
which Chernak said created 

“inertia” for the Univer-
sity as a whole, was part of 
an early wave of change at 
GW. Then, the University 
enrolled only about 1,300 
freshmen – about half the 
size of its current class.

More applications and 
selectivity meant a rising 
academic prowess, punctu-
DWHG� E\� *:·V� ÀUVW� DSSHDU-
ance in the U.S. News & 
World Report top 50 rank-
ings in 1997. Higher enroll-
ment meant more tuition 
dollars to spend on faculty 
hires and required the aqui-
sition of the Mount Vernon 
Campus that year.

Michael Freedman, who 
led Trachtenberg’s public 
DͿDLUV� RSHUDWLRQ�� VDLG� *:�
then doubled down on the 
UHQRZQ� RI� LWV� ORFDWLRQ�� À-
nally penning the phrase 
“four blocks from the White 
House” on every press re-
lease. After the 1992 election, 
GW also housed the tempo-
rary media hub for a Clinton 
administration waiting to 
move to the White House, 
putting a stronger spotlight 
on Foggy Bottom.

“You could begin to tan-
JLEO\�VHH�WKH�GLͿHUHQFHV�EH-
ing made at the institution. 
After we had things like the 
NCAA run, Trachtenberg 
once said to me, ‘Now it’s 
time to transform this se-
ULHV� RI� ÁDVKLQJ� OLJKWV� LQWR�
a steady glow,’” Freedman 
said.

The wins also made for a 
happier campus and alumni 
base, Chernak said, allow-
ing the University “more 
margin of error for things to 
go wrong.”

“You’re proud to wear 
a shirt that wears George 
Washington,” he said. “It’s 
ÁHHWLQJ�� \RX·UH� QRW� QHFHV-
sarily going to win a game 
or you might win a couple 
games, but you got a whole 
week to celebrate before you 
get on the court.”

A 1993 Cinderella team that helped transform GW

CORY WEINBERG
EDITOR IN CHIEF

WHAT YOU WERE too AFRAID TO ASK ABOUT MARCH MADNESS

HATCHET ARCHIVES
The front page of a March 1993 Hatchet blares a headline 
about GW’s second-round win in Tucson, Ariz. over Southern.

SEAN HURD
CONTRIBUTING SPORTS EDITOR

PHOTOS BY CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Senior guard Maurice Creek takes a jump shot in a game earlier this season. Creek, who transferred from Indiana this year, has emerged as a 
star, averaging 14.3 points per game. He’s one player fans should watch out for when GW takes on Memphis on Friday.

          You could never afford to buy the kind of publicity GW was receiving nationally. BOB CHERNAK 
Former Senior Vice Provost

Let’s face it, GW isn’t known for having 
a rabid basketball fan base. While a small, 
devoted core of fans, like members of the Co-
lonial Army, are loud inside the Smith Center 
each game, many students and alumni didn’t 
pay attention when the Colonials upset No. 20 
Creighton. Or when they beat Maryland at the 
EX]]HU��2U�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZRQ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�FRQIHU-
ence tournament game in seven years.

That’s why we’re here. Even if you haven’t 
been paying attention – or know very little 
about college basketball – we’ll answer these 
questions from the bleachers.

Who decided which teams play in the NCAA 
Tournament? How did they decide?

A 10-person selection committee – made 
up of both university athletic directors and 
conference commissioners – met last weekend 
to decide who was in and who was out.

The 68 teams picked to play in the NCAA 
Tournament are chosen one of two ways. Thir-
W\�RQH�RI�WKH����SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�WHDPV�TXDOLÀHG�
for the “big dance” by winning their respec-
tive conference tournaments.

If teams don’t win their conference tour-
naments – Saint Joseph’s, not GW, won the At-
lantic 10 Tournament, for instance – they can 
also get into the NCAA Tournament based 
on several statistics: their ranking in national 
polls, their conference record, their record 
against teams played on the road, wins versus 
ranked opponents, and the team’s overall re-
cord at the end of the regular season.

Often, a statistic called rating percentage 
index, or RPI, is used. That’s a combination of 
all the aforementioned criteria crunched into 
a single statistical value that makes it easier to 
evaluate and compare teams.

GW may not have won its conference, but 
it had an RPI ranking of 29th in the country, 
making it a sure bet the Colonials would get 
into the NCAA Tournament through an at-
large bid.

What is a seed? Is a No. 9 seed bad?
Each team in the tournament gets a seed – 

one through 16 – after it has been sorted into 
the four regions of the bracket. That seed is 
the team’s rank within that region. The No. 1 
seeds are the best of the best in the whole tour-
nament.

GW is the No. 9 seed in its region – which 
has positives and negatives. While a No. 9 
seed has never won the national title, it sets 
*:�XS�ZHOO�WR�SRWHQWLDOO\�EHDW�LWV�ÀUVW�URXQG�
opponent, No. 8 seed Memphis.

In total, ten teams seeded No. 8 or lower 
have advanced to the Final Four since 1979, 
when the seeding process began.

The No. 9 and No. 8 pairing is the closest 
pairing of any seed combination in the tourna-
ment, meaning that in theory, GW is about as 
good a team as Memphis.

If GW wins on Friday, what happens?
The downside of the No. 9 seed is that if 

the Colonials win Friday, they will likely have 
to play the No. 1 seed in their region: Univer-

sity of Virginia. While upsets are known to 
happen in the tournament – referred to as Cin-
derellas or bracket-busters – playing against 
Virginia would not be a good matchup for 
GW.

)URP�WKHUH��WKH�WRXUQDPHQW�ÀHOG�LV�FRQWLQ-
uously cut in half each round until there is one 
victor. If GW does the improbable and beats 
Virginia, the team would head to the Sweet 16.

If GW loses this weekend, did the team fail?
'HÀQLWHO\� QRW�� *:·V� RGGV� WR� ZLQ� WKH�

whole tournament are 250 to 1, and the team is 
pegged as the underdog in Friday’s matchup 
against Memphis. If the Colonials lose to the 
Tigers, it will still be their most successful sea-
VRQ�LQ�VHYHQ�\HDUV��*:�ZDV�SLFNHG�WR�ÀQLVK�
10th out of 13 teams in the A-10 this season. 
%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�UHJXODU�VHDVRQ��WKH\�KDG�ÀQ-
ished third.

Hadn’t GW been bad at basketball for a while 
before this season?

Pretty much. The team has at least been 
mediocre, and attendance at games has been 
poor because GW hasn’t made a trip to the 
NCAA Tournament since 2007. The Colonials 
have also had losing records for the past two 
seasons. In fact, GW won more games than 
the 2011-12 and 2012-13 seasons combined 
this season.

Who are the best players on the team? What 
should I know about them?
Maurice Creek

&UHHN�LV�WKH�JX\�RQ�WKH�ÁRRU�\RX·UH�JRLQJ�
to see shoot three-pointers and show the most 
poise. Creek emerged as the star of the Colo-
nial lineup throughout the season after trans-
IHUULQJ�IURP�,QGLDQD�IRU�KLV�ÀQDO�\HDU�RI�HOLJL-
bility. The graduate student leads the team in 
scoring, averaging 14.3 points per game.

Creek’s biggest moment of the season 
came against Maryland, where the 6-foot-5 
JXDUG�KLW�D�MXPS�VKRW�DJDLQVW�WKH�7HUUDSLQV�
with 0.6 seconds left to play at the BB&T 
Classic. Creek was named to the A-10 All-
Conference third team at the conclusion of 
the regular season.

Isaiah Armwood
Senior Isaiah Armwood is the biggest 

presence for the Colonials around the bas-
NHW��VKRZLQJ�RͿ�MDZ�GURSSLQJ�GXQNV��2YHU�
the course of the season Armwood tallied 
10 double-doubles (meaning he scored at 
least 10 points and got at least 10 rebounds 
in a game). This season, Armwood aver-
aged 12.3 points and 8.7 rebounds per 
game, good for second best in the confer-
ence. The senior earned Second Team All-
A-10 honors, as well as a spot on the all-
defensive team.

Fans cheered on the Colonials at the 
Smith Center in February in a loss against 
Massachusetts. Attendance shot up this year.
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Lost in first round to 
North Carolina State

1961
Lost in first round to 
Princeton

1993

2006

2005

1999

1998

1996

1994

Beat New Mexico in first round, 
beat Southern in second round, 
lost to Michigan in Sweet 16

Beat Alabama-Birmingham in 
first round, lost to Connecticut 
in second round

Lost in first round 
to Iowa

Lost to Oklahoma 
State in first round

Lost to Indiana in 
first round

Beat UNC-Wilmington in 
first round, lost to Duke 
in second round

Lost to Georgia 
Tech in first round

Lost to Vanderbilt 
in first round 2007

Tournament run branded the University with name recognition



The day before women’s 
EDVNHWEDOO·V� À�UVW� SRVWVHDVRQ�
JDPH�LQ�À�YH�\HDUV��KHDG�FRDFK�
-RQDWKDQ� 7VLSLV� EXPSHG� LQWR�
PHQ·V�KHDG�FRDFK�0LNH�/RQHU�
JDQ� RXWVLGH� WKH� 6PLWK� &HQWHU�
ORFNHU� URRPV�� LQ� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
WZR�WHDPV·�SUDFWLFHV�

Before their seasons 
VWDUWHG�� PRVW� ZRXOGQ·W� KDYH�
WKRXJKW�D�PLG�0DUFK�HQFRXQ�
WHU� SRVVLEOH�� DV� ERWK� WHDP·V�
KDYH� RQO\� UHFHQWO\� DFKLHYHG�
VXUSULVLQJ� VXFFHVV�� 7KH� ZRP�
en’s team took down East 
&DUROLQD� :HGQHVGD\� QLJKW� LQ�
WKH�À�UVW�URXQG�RI�WKH�:RPHQ·V�
1,7�� D� MXPS� LQWR� WKH� SRVWVHD�
son that is a testament to the 
SURJUDP·V�WXUQDURXQG�

´,Q� D� VFKRRO� WKDW�GRHV�QRW�
KDYH�IRRWEDOO��WKDW�ZDV�NLQG�RI�
D�FKDOOHQJH�WKDW�3DWULFN�>1HUR@�
KDG� IRU�ERWK�0LNH� >/RQHUJDQ@�
DQG� ,� ²� EHLQJ� WKRVH� PDUTXHH�
SURJUDPV�µ�7VLSLV�VDLG�

/DVW�\HDU�LQ�KLV�À�UVW�VHDVRQ�
LQ�)RJJ\�%RWWRP��7VLSLV�PROG�
ed the women’s team from an 
���ZLQ�WHDP�WR�RQH�VLWWLQJ�MXVW�
EHORZ� ������ 1RZ�� WKH� WHDP� LV�
winning and brimming with 
\RXQJ� WDOHQW� DQG� H[SHFWHG� WR�
PDNH�WKH�SRVWVHDVRQ�IRU�\HDUV�
WR�FRPH�

7VLSLV�ZDQWHG�WR�EULQJ�D�UH�
MXYHQDWHG�ZRPHQ·V� EDVNHWEDOO�
WHDP�EDFN�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�$W�
ODQWLF����FRQIHUHQFH�²�D�OHDJXH�
WKDW�UHFHLYHG�WKUHH�ELGV�LQ�WKLV�
\HDU·V� ELJ� GDQFH� DQG� IRXU� LQ�
WKH�:1,7��7KH�VWUDWHJ\�DOVR�LQ�
YROYHG�JHWWLQJ�WKH�WHDP�EDFN�WR�
WKH�QDWLRQDO�VWDJH�

7KH� WHDP� VKRZHG� XQHYHQ�
SHUIRUPDQFHV�LQ�JDPHV�DJDLQVW�
QRQ�FRQIHUHQFH� JLDQWV� OLNH�
&DOLIRUQLD� DQG�0DU\ODQG�� 7KH�
VKDUS�VKRRWLQJ� IRUZDUG� 0H�
JDQ�1LSH�ZHQW�RͿ��IRU����SRLQWV�
LQ� D� WHOHYLVHG�ZLQ� DJDLQVW� WKH�
WKHQ�1R�� ��� *ROGHQ� %HDUV� LQ�

1RYHPEHU��JLYLQJ�*:�D�KXJH�
XSVHW�DQG�DQ�HDUO\�FRQÀ�GHQFH�
ERRVW�

%XW� OHVV� WKDQ�D�ZHHN� ODWHU��
WKH� &RORQLDOV� JRW� D� UHDOLW\�
FKHFN�� WDNLQJ� D� WRXJK� SRXQG�
LQJ�DW�0DU\ODQG�DQG�ORVLQJ�E\�
��� SRLQWV�� 7KH� WHDP� WKHQ� ORVW�
WKUHH�RI�LWV�QH[W�À�YH�JDPHV�

´:KHQ� ZH� ZHUH� HLJKW�
JDPHV� LQ�� ZH� WDONHG� WR� WKH�
WHDP��VD\LQJ�� WKLV� WHDP·V� OHJD�
F\�FDQ·W� MXVW�EH�� ¶+H\��ZH�EHDW�
&DO� LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�JDPH�RI� WKH�
\HDU�·µ�7VLSLV�VDLG�

The message seemed to 
FOLFN�� :LWK� WKH� DGGLWLRQ� RI�
VRSKRPRUH� WUDQVIHU� -RQTXHO�
-RQHV�²�ZKR�VDW�RXW�WKH�À�UVW����
JDPHV� GXH� WR� WUDQVIHU� UXOHV� ²�
*:�ZRXOG�JR�RQ�WR�À�QLVK������
DW�KRPH�

7VLSLV� VDLG� KH� GLG� KDYH� D�
VFKHGXOH�PDNLQJ� UHJUHW� DIWHU�
WKH� &RORQLDOV·� ORVVHV� WR� *HRU�

JLD�� *HRUJHWRZQ� DQG� 7RZVRQ�
OHG� WR� DQ� UDWLQJ� SHUFHQWDJH�
LQGH[�RI�����)HOORZ�$���� OHDG�
HUV�'D\WRQ��6DLQW�-RVHSK·V�DQG�
)RUGKDP�²�DOO�RI�ZKRP�DUH�JR�
LQJ�GDQFLQJ�²�KDG�53,V�XQGHU�
���

7KH�WHDP�DOVR�KDG�WR�RYHU�
FRPH�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�LQMXULHV�²�PRVW�
QRWDEO\� D� NQHH� LQMXU\� WR�1LSH�
WKDW�VWLOO�KDV�KHU�SOD\LQJ�DW�OHVV�
WKDQ�����SHUFHQW�

6WLOO�� WKH� &RORQLDOV� EHDW�
WKUHH�UDQNHG�WHDPV�WKLV�VHDVRQ��
DQG� ERWK� SRLQW� JXDUG� 'DQQL�
-DFNVRQ�DQG�1LSH�PRYHG� LQWR�
WKH�*:�UHFRUG�ERRNV�DV�������
SRLQW� VFRUHUV�� -DFNVRQ�DOVR�EH�
FDPH�WKH�VHFRQG�&RORQLDO�WR�UH�
FRUG�RYHU�������SRLQWV�DQG�����
DVVLVWV�

-RQHV� EHFDPH� D� YLDEOH�
WKUHDW�WR�VFRUH�DQ\ZKHUH�RQ�WKH�
Á�RRU� DQG�HDUQHG� VHFRQG� WHDP�
$OO�&RQIHUHQFH� KRQRUV�� )UHVK�
PDQ� &DLUD� :DVKLQJWRQ� OLYHG�
XS�WR�WKH�K\SH�DQG�WKHQ�VRPH��
JUDEELQJ� 5RRNLH� RI� WKH� <HDU�
KRQRUV��)HOORZ�IUHVKPDQ�+DQ�
QDK�6FKDLEOH�VWDUWHG�DOO�EXW�RQH�
JDPH�WKLV�\HDU�DQG�IRXU�KLJKO\�
WRXWHG� UHFUXLWV� ZLOO� FRPH� LQ�
QH[W�VHDVRQ�WR�MRLQ�WKH�SDUW\�
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This has been the year 
RI� WKH� SKUDVH�� ´)LUVW� WLPH�
VLQFH���µ�

The team’s media notes 
ZHUH�LQ�FRQVWDQW�Á�X[�DV�WKH�
&RORQLDOV� EURNH� WKURXJK�
\HDUV� RI� IXWLOLW\�� )LUVW� ZLQ�
DJDLQVW�D�UDQNHG�RSSRQHQW�
VLQFH� ������ )LUVW� WLPH� WKH�
6PLWK�&HQWHU�ZDV�VROG�RXW�
PXOWLSOH� WLPHV� VLQFH� ������
)LUVW� 1&$$� 7RXUQDPHQW�
ELG�VLQFH������

:LWK�D�OXOO�LQ�DFWLRQ�EH�
IRUH�*:�PDNHV�WKHLU�UHWXUQ�
WR� WKH� WRXUQDPHQW�� LW� LV� D�
JRRG�WLPH�WR�UHÁ�HFW�RQ�WKH�
most memorable moments 
LQ�WKH�PRVW�PHPRUDEOH�VHD�
VRQ�RI�WKH�ODVW�VHYHQ�\HDUV�

'XULQJ� KLV� À�UVW� WZR�
\HDUV� LQ� )RJJ\� %RWWRP��
KHDG� FRDFK� 0LNH� /RQHU�
JDQ·V� VTXDG� ZHQW� KRPH�
right after the start of the 
$WODQWLF� ��� 7RXUQDPHQW��
7KH� À�UVW� \HDU� HQGHG� LQ� ���
ZLQV�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�LQ�MXVW�
����DV�D�FORXG�RI�LUUHOHYDQFH�
KXQJ� RYHU� WKH� 6PLWK�&HQ�
WHU�

,·P� QRW� WU\LQJ� WR� UXE�
VDOW�LQ�WKH�ZRXQGV�RI�SDLQ�
IXO� VHDVRQV� SDVW�� UHPHP�
EHUHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�FORVH�EXW�
QR�FLJDU�ORVVHV��EXW�LQVWHDG�
show how remarkable and 
XQH[SHFWHG� WKLV� VHDVRQ·V�
��� ZLQV� KDYH� EHHQ�� 7KH�
WXUQDURXQG�KDV�EHHQ�ZHOO�
GRFXPHQWHG��7KH�WHDP�KDV�
ULVHQ� IURP� EHLQJ� SLFNHG�
��WK� LQ� WKH� FRQIHUHQFH� WR�
À�QLVKLQJ� WKLUG�� OLIWHG� E\� D�
NH\� WUDQVIHU��XSVWDUW� VRSK�
omores and a animated 

KHDG�FRDFK�
$IWHU� DQ� RYHUWLPH� ZLQ�

DJDLQVW� ODVW�\HDU·V�$WODQWLF�
&RDVW� &RQIHUHQFH� FKDP�
SLRQ�0LDPL� LQ� 1RYHPEHU��
IDQV� JRW� D� MROW� IURP� D�ZLQ�
RYHU� WKHQ� 1R�� ���UDQNHG�
&UHLJKWRQ� WKUHH� GD\V� DI�
WHU� 7KDQNVJLYLQJ�� 7KH� ODVW�
WLPH�*:�GHIHDWHG�D�UDQNHG�
RSSRQHQW�ZDV�������ZKHQ�,�
ZDV����\HDUV�ROG��

0DWFKHG� DJDLQVW� WKH�
%OXHMD\V·� 'RXJ� 0F'HU�
PRWW�� ZKRP� (631� FRP�
PHQWDWRUV� IDZQHG� RYHU� DV�
D�SRWHQWLDO�1DWLRQDO�3OD\HU�
RI�WKH�<HDU��QRW�PDQ\�JDYH�
/RQHUJDQ·V�ER\V�PXFK�RI�D�
FKDQFH�

2I� FRXUVH�� MXVW� DV� QR�
RQH� SUHGLFWHG�� VHQLRU� IRU�
ZDUG� ,VDLDK� $UPZRRG�
VKXW�GRZQ�WKH�6SRUWV�,OOXV�
WUDWHG�FRYHU�ER\�IRU�RQH�RI�
WKH� ORZHVW�VFRULQJ� QLJKWV�
RI�KLV�FDUHHU��VHYHQ�SRLQWV�

$V� H[FLWHG� DV� DOXPQL�

DQG�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�DIWHU�WKH�
ELJ�ZLQ��)RJJ\�%RWWRP�VWLOO�
GLG� QRW� FRPH� GRZQ� ZLWK�
EDVNHWEDOO� IHYHU��7KH�YLJRU�
FDXJKW�RQ�RQFH�FRQIHUHQFH�
ULYDO�9&8�DQG�LWV�EXVORDGV�
RI�5DPV�IDQV�UROOHG�XS�,����
RQ�-DQ�����

7KH�&RORQLDOV·����SRLQW�
YLFWRU\�RYHU�9&8�JDYH�WKH�
������ IDQV� FUDPPHG� LQWR�
WKH�6PLWK�&HQWHU�WKH�VHQVH�
WKDW�*:�ZDVQ·W�UXQQLQJ�RQ�
D�VWULQJ�RI�OXFN��7KH\�ZHUH�
VLPSO\�D�JRRG� WHDP� UHDG\�
WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�VSHFLDO�

Foggy Bottom had 
FDXJKW�WKH�EDVNHWEDOO�EXJ�

7KH� &RORQLDOV·� URPS�
WKURXJK� WKH� FRQIHUHQFH�
was nearly halted by an 
LQMXU\�WR�VRSKRPRUH�JXDUG�
.HWKDQ� 6DYDJH�� )RXU� GD\V�
DIWHU� KLV� WKXQGHURXV� RQH�
KDQGHG�VODP�VKXW�WKH�GRRU�
RQ�9&8��6DYDJH�ZDV�VLGH�
lined by a broken foot at 
6W�� %RQDYHQWXUH�� :LWK� DQ�

DOUHDG\�OLPLWHG�EHQFK��*:�
FRXOG� KDYH� VHHQ� LWV� JRRG�
IRUWXQHV�VRXU�

$� UROOHUFRDVWHU� IRO�
ORZHG�� 7KH� &RORQLDOV�
ZHQW�����RYHU�WKHLU�QH[W����
JDPHV�� OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�D�6H�
QLRU�1LJKW�GDWH�ZLWK�6DLQW�
-RVHSK·V�� :LWK� ��� PLQXWHV�
OHIW�� *:� WUDLOHG� E\� HLJKW��
DQG�D�ELG�WR�WKH�ELJ�GDQFH�
ZDV�LQ�MHRSDUG\��7KH�&ROR�
QLDOV�FDPH�EDFN��HYHQWXDOO\�
SXOOLQJ� RXW� WKH� À�YH�SRLQW�
ZLQ�WKDW�FHPHQWHG�WKH�&R�
ORQLDOV·�UHWXUQ�WR�EDVNHWEDOO�
UHOHYDQF\� DQG� WKH� 1&$$�
7RXUQDPHQW�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�*:�ZDV�D�
´ORFNµ�IRU�0DUFK�0DGQHVV��
WKH�SURJUDP�ZDV�VWLOO�ZLWK�
RXW� DQ� $���� 7RXUQDPHQW�
ZLQ�VLQFH������

7KH� &RORQLDOV� RXW�
PXVFOHG� WKH� 0LQXWHPHQ�
LQVLGH��EXW�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�
*:�YLFWRU\�ZDV� WKHUHWXUQ�
RI�1HPDQMD�0LNLF·V�VKRW��,Q�
KLV�À�QDO�$����7RXUQDPHQW��
WKH�VHQLRU�VFRUHG����SRLQWV�
LQ����PLQXWHV�²�D�VHQWLPHQ�
tal moment that reminded 
IDQV� KRZ� GDQJHURXV� *:�
FDQ� EH� LI� LW� DGGV� EHQFK�
GHSWK�

%XW� WKLV� \HDU� KDV� EHHQ�
DERXW�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�VHQWL�
PHQWDO�PRPHQWV�� ,W·V�EHHQ�
DERXW� TXDOLW\� SOD\� DQG� D�
FDPSXV� UHDOL]LQJ� D� VHQVH�
RI�FRPPXQLW\�FDQ�EH�EXLOW�
DURXQG�DWKOHWLFV�

The moment of the 
season may still be yet to 
FRPH�

$JDLQVW� 0HPSKLV� RQ�
)ULGD\�QLJKW��WKH�&RORQLDOV�
KDYH�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�DGG�DQ�
RWKHU� ´VLQFH� WKHQ�µ� WKHLU�
À�UVW� 1&$$� 7RXUQDPHQW�
ZLQ�VLQFH������

Ben Krimmel, a senior 
majoring in international 

DͿ�DLUV��LV�D�+DWFKHW�
FROXPQLVW�

Th e season of ‘fi rst time since...’
CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Senior Isaiah Armwood fi ghts off VCU defenders Jan. 14. GW beat the Rams 76-66 in front of a sold-out Smith Center crowd.

GAMES OF THE YEAR
Dec. 1: GW 60, Creighton 53
Isaiah Armwood’s 12 points, four blocks and zero fouls 
frustrated Creighton and its star player, Doug McDermott, in 
Anaheim, Calif. The win, the fi rst against a ranked opponent 
since 2005, also sealed a third-place fi nish in the Wooden 
Legacy tournament after GW beat Miami on Thanksgiving Day.

Dec. 8: GW 77, Maryland 75
“I told Coach when I went over there that I wanted the ball. I 
wanted the ball and he got me the ball,” guard Maurice Creek 
said after the game. Creek hit a game-winning jump shot in 
the fi nal seconds against local rival Maryland, cementing the 
transfer student’s place as a team leader.

JAN. 14: GW 76, VCU 66
Thanks to career performances from sophomores Kevin Larsen 
and Patricio Garino, the Colonials grabbed the upset win at 
a sold-out Smith Center, solidifying their position as a true 
contender in the Atlantic 10, while improving to 9-0 at home 
on the season. Despite turning the ball over 10 times in the 
fi rst half, the Colonials found ways to consistently break the 
VCU’s “havoc” press.

MARCH 5: 

GW 76, Saint Joseph’s 71
After surrendering a 14-point fi rst-half lead to Saint Joseph’s, 
the men’s basketball team surged late and made clutch 
shots down the stretch. Creek scored 20 points and Armwood 
recorded a double-double in the home fi nale, keeping GW 
in contention for a double bye in the A-10 tournament and 
improving the team’s NCAA Tournament hopes.

MARCH 14: GW 85, UMass 77
After being eliminated by Massachusetts in last season’s 
A-10 opening round and suffering its lone home loss of the 
year to the Minutemen, GW fi nally came out on top, winning 
85-77 in the quarterfi nal matchup. Six Colonials scored in 
double fi gures, thanks to 50.8 percent shooting from the fi eld 
– its highest in seven games.
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CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Maurice Creek
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Kethan Savage

JOSH SOLOMON
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Women’s basketball cements new legacy

SAMUEL KLEIN | PHOTO EDITOR
Head coach Mike Lonergan instructs his bench in GW’s Atlantic 
10 tournament semifi nal game against VCU on March 15. 

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Freshman Caira Washington reaches for a rebound in the fi rst round of the Women’s NIT on 
Wednesday at the Smith Center. The Colonials continue their turnaround season this weekend.

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Danni Jackson, who became the second GW player to record over 1,000 
points and 500 assists in her career, dribbles vs. East Carolina Wednesday.

Ben 
Krimmel
Columnist

This year has been about more than just 
sentimental moments. It’s been about 

quality play and a campus realizing a sense 
of community can be built around athletics.

WNIT First Round
GW 86, East Carolina 68

Second round: at Villanova
Sunday, 1 p.m.
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