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More than 100 family members, high school classmates, fraternity brothers and teammates celebrated the lives of two West Hall residents at a student-organized memorial service Thursday evening.

After tragedies, campus begins healing process
SARAH FERRIS

and struggles of understanding.
Friends stood shoulder to shoulder

MANAGING EDITOR

Fastened by heart-shaped
stickers, a handmade sign at the
top of a Mount Vernon Campus
residence hall room door declares
that students have formed a “West
Hall family.”
The decoration at the entrance

parents asked students to be strong
and look out for others in distress.
hours visiting communities such
as the University Honors Program
and the Beta Theta Pi fraternity,
West Hall residents both one-onone and in small groups.

found unconscious Tuesday after
an apparent suicide attempt, is the
kind of message that has reverber-

had steered Asma through their

puses stunned by a pair of deaths
just hours apart.
the losses of Asma and senior Lyn-

lors on the Mount Vernon Campus
through the end of the school year.
Professors canceled their lesson plans to create spaces for students to just talk. Admissions tour
West Hall to give residents more
stayed in on Friday night to cook
of students have spread uplifting

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

West Hall, which houses about 280 students on the Mount Vernon
Campus, has lost three residents in the last three months.

messages online.
“We came to this University to
be a part of something extraordiin that. To all of my GW family,
please don’t go at this alone,” sophYouTube video that collected 400
night.
emailed Friday, University Presigrief and stressed that GW had a
broad system of support for students across campuses.

a student’s grieving family and
friends, but I have never before ex-

Balancing the outreach
Administrators and department leaders have been cautious

The pair of deaths shocked a
University that had just mourned
the death of freshman Sean Keefer

dents potentially impacted by the
recent deaths.
Michael King, chair of the
chemistry department, said he has

residents of West Hall, and both
Asma’s and Keefer’s deaths have
been labeled as suicides. Redtigated as a homicide, but neither
For the communities most

CHLOÉ SORVINO
NEWS EDITOR

GW last fall, Benjamin Asma and his
University Yard.
on from a booth, they had to stop and
another group’s email list.
one of Asma’s close friends and neighspirit and a kind heart.”
The 19-year-old freshman’s death
suicide attempt, stunned his selfproclaimed “West Hall family” and

lab partners and other professors
But he said some of his colleagues
believe that the outreach is not
necessarily appropriate across the
University “because there are a lot
of feelings involved.”

team and a pledge in the Beta Theta

See HEALING Page 5

See ASMA Page 5
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support across campus. Reminders
for students to seek help, give hugs
and call home have cascaded after
the third tragedy to strike GW in
about three months.
To expand counseling services,
GW has tapped faculty from the
medical school and psychology
departments in addition to hiring

the chapter, but has brought them
together.
“Every time I turn a corner,

Freshman
remembered for
magnetic presence

ties, I have from time to time had

A secret injury, a risky return and a 'stubborn' athlete's will to play
JOSH SOLOMON
& NORA PRINCIOTTI
HATCHET STAFF WRITERS

en’s basketball co-captain Megan
Nipe fully tore the ACL in her right
leg. The graduate student’s season
and career should have been over
appearance.
When head coach Jonathan
Tsipis told his leading scorer about
the extent of her injury, she stared
him back in the face and spoke dethis,” said Tsipis.
Over the next three months,
regained some stability and then
never missed another contest. She
skipped just one practice along the

ference after the addition of sophomore transfer Jonquel Jones – a

MEGAN NIPE

a good day,” the trainer said.
When graduate student guard

Women’s Basketball Co-Captain
Nipe led the Colonials in scorHATCHET FILE PHOTO
Women’s basketball co-captain Megan Nipe drives against a defender in a game
early last season. Nipe’s torn ACL, which she suffered in a practice the day after
Christmas, had her out just one practice on her way to an historic comeback season.

1,000th career point and remained
the Colonials’ dominant scoring

Tsipis only revealed the injury after

since 2008.

ago.

cret injury.
Tsipis and athletics director Patrick Nero decided not to disclose
Nipe’s ACL tear, fearing that oppo-

What’s worse?
Struggling in public
where everyone
really knows what’s
wrong, or struggling
only when your
teammates know?

bench.

including a career-high 31 points
in the shocking upset of then-No.
points.

everyone else it just looks like you’re
not that great anymore,” Nipe said.
“In your head you go, ‘If only you
good of the team.”
“Not right now”

Call Now or Order On-

best basketball of my career,” Nipe
going into that Christmas break.”
The team seemed ready to vie
for a top position in the A-10 con-

(202) 337-1000 www.mannyandolgas.com
$3 off your first online order

foster a potent inside-outside game.
and combined for 40 points.
driving to the basket in a practice
drill. Assistant athletic trainer Chad

Jones] into the lineup and really see

friend.

thought it happened to me."
Jackson became a source of
comfort for Nipe as she came to

such a great year so far. It kind of hit
See NIPE Page 10
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MONDAY-THURSDAY 10AM-4AM
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by NICK RICE
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CRIME LOG

Fireworks exploded over the Washington Channel next to the Tidal Basin on Saturday to celebrate the National Cherry Blossom
Festival. This annual event commemorates former Tokoyo mayor Yukio Ozaki’s gift of 3,000 cherry trees given to D.C. in 1912.
Cherry blossoms are one of the District’s most popular spring tourist attractions, drawing in over 1.5 million people each year.

DRUG LAW VIOLATION

POPULAR LAST WEEK

Ivory Tower
oQN
Case closed

The University Police Department detected a suspicious odor. An administrative search of a room
yielded about 15 grams of marijuana and paraphernalia.
Referred for disciplinary action

DESTRUCTION

Madison Hall
o6OLOPXOUJNF
Case closed

No suspects or witnesses

DRUG LAW VIOLATION/LIQUOR LAW
VIOLATION
JBKO Hall
oBN
Case closed

Closed by arrest

.
–Compiled by Benjamin Kershner
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SENIOR FOUND
DEAD IN WEST
HALL

2

Campus police found the
female student around 7:30
a.m. in her fourth-floor room
in the largest residence
hall on the Mount Vernon
Campus.

WEST HALL
FRESHMAN
DIES

ON GWHATCHET.COM

3

The 19-year-old freshman
who was rushed to the
hospital Tuesday afternoon
died after an apparent
suicide, his parents said
Thursday evening.

WORTH QUOTING
We started off by
raising the most money,
gathering the most signatures,
having a great office, the most
volunteers and signs everywhere.
I have no regrets about what we
could have done better.

JACK EVANS, Foggy Bottom’s
representative on the D.C. Council, after
finishing fourth in the city’s Democratic
mayoral primary on Tuesday.

COMMUNITY
MOURNS DEATHS
OF WEST HALL
STUDENTS

Memories of two West Hall
residents poured onto the
Marvin Center terrace at an
intimate vigil Thursday.

THIS WEEK

Monday, April 7
Why Teach? Panel with
Arne Duncan

Join the Secretary of Education,
GW faculty and alumni for a panel
discussion on teaching.
Marvin Center Continental Ballroom
tQN

WATCH
ONLINE

VISUALIZED

)VOESFETHBUIFSFEPOUIF/BUJPOBM
.BMMGPS*OUFSOBUJPOBM1JMMPX'JHIUEBZ
Video by Jacqueline Thomsen &
Kendall Payne

Tuesday, April 8

Evening with the Experts

Meet with alumni who have
studied abroad and learn more
about their experiences.
'4UtQN

Wednesday, April 9

Saturday, April 12

GW School of Business
Graduate Programs Info
Session

Skeet Shooting with GW
TRAiLS

Network with deans, faculty and
admissions counselors in the GW
School of Business.
Duquès Hall 6 p.m.

Go skeet shooting in Prince George’s
County with GW TRAiLS. No
experience is necessary.
.BSWJO$FOUFS(SFBU)BMMtBN
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NEWS

Curriculum
revamp for
human
services

50-student program
looks to stress
service-learning
GABRIELLA MORRONE
HATCHET REPORTER

When Kelsey Edwards joined
D.C. Reads her freshman year, she
immediately noticed that nearly
all of the students she tutored were
black or Latino – while nearly all
of her fellow workers were white.
That was troubling because,
she said, most students “respond
better to people who look like
them.” Her observations in the

How Foggy Bottom’s
Council member was
crushed in own ward
COLLEEN MURPHY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

5 percent of the vote in last week’s
Democratic mayoral primary,
Evans says he did everything right
in the race.
By nearly all accounts, Evans’

lion in contributions, attracting
big crowds at D.C. landmarks like
Ben’s Chili Bowl and covering
hundreds of lampposts with signs
throughout the city.
most money, gathering the most
erywhere,” Evans said Thursday.
“I have no regrets about what we
could have done better.”
But after his distant fourth

ed to Evans’ failure to connect and
relate to voters.
Even though Evans pushed

was less than 25 percent.

tracted support from businesses,
Evans couldn’t overcome his close
ties with embattled incumbent
Mayor Vincent Gray, said Corey

dorsement, the race shaped up to
a duel between Bowser and Gray.
Bowser, a Ward 4 Council
member whose family has long
been active in D.C. politics, earned
the surprise victory in last week’s
election with 44 percent of the
vote.
She also pulled in about 50
percent of the vote in Ward 2,
an area that includes GW, where
Gray had been a student in the

ans’ campaign communication.
Evans, who has been friends
with Gray for years, struggled to
separate himself once the mayor
jumped in the race in January. He
proach against the accusations of
corruption, which Goldstone said
hurt the campaign’s chances with

paign was not in the DNA of an
Evans campaign. Jack was just
never very comfortable criticizing
the mayor,” Goldstone said.
Mark Plotkin, an alumnus and
correspondent at BBC News, said
ers in his own ward revealed his
message’s weaknesses.
turbed him was that his own ward
didn’t even vote for him. It hurts
when your own people don’t do
that,” Plotkin said.
Evans pulled in
about 18 percent
of the vote in Ward
2.
Goldstone
said Evans – and

raising totals to rival Evans, and
Council member Muriel Bowser

port was because locals doubted
he could beat an incumbent.
Willem Brakel, 64, said
though he lives in Evans’ ward,
he voted for Bowser because he
thought she was the candidate
ruption that marred the Gray
administration.
“I have considerable respect
for Jack, but I think he is part
of an older generation,” Brakel
said. “I think a white mayor in
his 60s from Georgetown doesn’t
capture the imaginations of this
stand, and he doesn’t have the
energy that Muriel Bowser has.
She is young – she is part of a
new generation.”
Evans’ popularity was also

nounced
he
would run for
reelection
this
winter
because

borhoods, he said.
“He’s a candidate who has
made his name developing the
downtown area and dramatically
improving the quality of life in his
ward, but people in other wards

lieved

stand my life or my problems?’”

was

an

ment. He said
they believed the
chances of Gray
running
again

words were mentioned, it was a
negative for Jack and a positive for
other candidates who showed it

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

D.C. Council member Jack Evans
earned just 5 percent of the vote in
the Democratic mayoral primary last
week. Evans, who is Foggy Bottom’s
representative, has been on the
Council for 23 years.

was their chief concern.”
dents believe the city’s booming
wealthy individuals more than
leaving the city divided along
racial and socioeconomic lines,
according to a January poll in the
Washington Post.
versity, could have been an Evans
stronghold if he’d managed to
get votes from college students, a
demographic that rarely votes in
city elections.
egist for Bowser’s campaign who
also worked for former mayor
Adrian Fenty, said the results of
the election show that the city
able mayor.
riel was the only candidate who
ran throughout the entire city.
No other candidate appealed
to voters and tried to appeal to
voters in areas that were black
and white, rich and poor, and at
the end of the day that worked,”
Lindenfeld said.
Bowser now has eight

ships with the University, many of
the neighborhood’s top activists
believed last fall that things would

DESIREE HALPERN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

and other ideas – like the online
complaint form – failed to catch
on.
“It’s very frustrating because
we’ve talked and talked and I’ve
had many conversations with

Tension between neighbors and students who live in townhouses off
campus were supposed to temper this year because of new initiatives
by GW. Instead, the two sides often still bicker over noise and paries.

damental lack of understanding,”
Streznewski said. “We were here
before GW got so big – we own
houses and pay property taxes
and it is not unreasonable that we
want to sleep.”

ing on the doors of noisy students.
Many have started to mobilize
on an email listserv, made plans to

“cautiously optimistic” about the
University’s plans after neighbors’
unanswered for years.
She said neighbors noware
“sick and tired” of the boisterous

hotline with calls whenever a
party starts, and sent emails about
“drunken hooligans” roaming
the streets late at night, throwing
noisy parties and leaving trash on
the sidewalks.
Some landlords tried charging

neighbors’ frustration has been
channeled through threatening
notes, “vigilante” patrols of the
changes in their backyards – and
tion.
While students rarely go on
pus, said Andrew Goretsky, the
fairs, a house of students landed
on probation last week for holding

plaints.

townhouse.
One student who has recently

es on the edge of campus, their

ed anonymity, said a neighbor

room. The new courses will also
put more focus on issues like civil
rights and social inequality.
While human services classes
learning component, the new
curriculum aims to improve the
sequence in which students have
those experiences.
The human services program
ates in the 1980s – in what is now
the Graduate School for Education
and Human Development – to
son said.

We wanted to help make
clear human services
is a field. We’re trying to
help people build
more senses
of community.
EMILY MORRISON
Program Director
small

program,

services

now

graduates

point a “deputy mayor East of
the River” and create incentives

ter graduating: joining programs
like the Peace Corps or Teach for

–Rachael Gerendasy contributed
reporting.

sector or going to graduate school,
Morrison said.
The curriculum overhaul will

of former University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who

just as sour since GW pulled back
on some of its plans to crack down

rector and an assistant professor of
sociology.
Starting this fall, the program
will require students to take new
introductory and capstone courses

Human

ity,” the student said.
Tension between neighbors
and the University as a whole has

housing mandate starting with the
Class of 2018.
But since then, many of the
neighbors now say relations with

We’re trying to help people build
more sense of communities,” said

is the chair of the education
committee. She has promised
to improve middle schools by
replicating successful programs

ing outdoors during the day.
“They can call in whatever
they want and they’re forced to
explain ourselves when most

GW had made big promises:

curriculum overhaul since it was
founded three decades ago.
“We wanted to help make

The

walked by his house at the start of
D.C.’s mandated quiet hours and
threatened them for hosting loud
parties. He added that another

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

majors each year, will serve as a

vid Catania, an independent,

Neighbors, students still searching for ways to ease tension
COLLEEN MURPHY

ment.

''

After praising mayor’s tenure,
Jack Evan’s mayoral bid misses the mark

cruit a more diverse tutoring base
– are now the basis of her research

ment projects that left neighbors
feeling pushed aside. University
President Steven Knapp, who
holds October block parties and
spring barbecues for neighbors,
has received a better reception
from most neighbors.
Robert Vogt, who has lived on
24th and I Streets for more than
munication between neighbors
and the University has improved
since he came to Foggy Bottom,
but doesn’t see an easy answer to
quelling neighbor concerns.
“The students think that this is
their campus and the people that
live here think that this is their
community,” he said. “I think we
have reached a point where I don’t
lem we can only work towards a
solution.”
–Benjamin Kershner contributed
to this report

views given by every graduating
senior for the last three years, in
which students were asked about
how prepared they felt to enter the
workforce.
Under the new requirements,
semesters to help them gain a
nization and the social problems it
tackles.
This model is important, said
Elizabeth Shrader, a lecturer for
the last six years who requires
students to write business plans
tions like Jumpstart and the D.C.
Center for the LGBT Community,
tackling research questions.

dents have pushed them to have
a more robust structure,” she
said.
Travis McCoy, a sophomore
who declared his human services
major immediately after coming
classes have given him a chance
sues.
“In almost every class, one of
the major focuses is on passion,
because we’re going to go into
services work is a struggle. It’s
not a lot of pay and it’s very time
consuming, but I think it’s good
to get that motivation now.”
–Mary Ellen McIntire
contributed to this report.

Opinions
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STAFF EDITORIAL

COLLECTIVE SADNESS,
COLLECTIVE ACTION
We need to ensure the support
on campus is not fleeting
Since news broke last week
that students in the Mount Vernon Campus’ West Hall would
be without two of their neighbors
for the rest of the spring semester, there’s been an outpouring of
support toward those intimately
affected – even from complete
strangers.
In a time of campus-wide despair after two student deaths in
one week, open displays of love
and camaraderie were reassuring.
At an intimate candlelight
vigil Thursday night, students,
faculty, administrators and parents gathered on the Marvin Center terrace to share memories and
collectively mourn freshman Ben
Asma and senior Lynley Redwood.
One particularly notable moment was when Student Association executive vice president Kostas Skordalos, who had known
Redwood for years, talked about
the importance of not letting
friends drift away.
“If you guys ever have friends
and you’re worried about them,
just always reach out,” he said.
“I’m seeing people I haven’t seen
in four or five years, and I hate
that it took this long under these
circumstances to see them.”
But we can’t help but think
that the reaction – while positive
and meaningful – is distressingly
temporary as the tragedy begins
to fade from the public consciousness. Outpouring of support
seems to dissipate too quickly
after each moment of heartbreak.
The stigma surrounding mental
health is still pervasive no matter
how aggressively students advocate for more campus counseling
resources.
Students should feel as
though this campus can provide
them with safe harbor, allowing each and every one of us to
have somewhere to seek solace.
This strong sense of community
we have felt over the past week
should not dwindle, even as the
specifics of the stories fade from
immediate memory and GW begins its journey toward feeling
whole again.
The responsibility to help people heal is not one that falls solely
on the University Counseling
Center, which held much-needed
sessions on the Mount Vernon
Campus last week.
In fact, we all have a part to
play in fighting the stigma surrounding mental health treatment. We all have an obligation to
welcome any and all students into
our collective fold, doing our best
to alleviate judgmental thoughts
and phrases from our campus
lexicon. If friends seem unhappy
or lost, we have a responsibility to
embrace their struggles instead of
turning the other way.
The service held Thursday
was small. There was no campuswide email notifying the entire
community that it was happening.
The event wasn’t shared on the
University’s Facebook or Twitter
accounts. People who attended
were those who were part of the
same communities as the students
who died. We understand that in
times of deep mourning, it may be
best to keep these kinds of events
between close friends.
But there is a collective sadness at hand, too, that you might
have experienced walking around
campus.
It is important that in the
upcoming days, all students
find ways to grieve and to heal,
whether that’s at a large University-sponsored memorial service,
at a series of mental health discussions, at a short meeting with a
student organization or club team,
or even with some good friends.
Even after our grief heals,
our support systems must stand
strong when the sadness subsides.
Our work to come together cannot
be fleeting.

Hatchet
The GW

News Tips
(202) 994-7550
Fax
(202) 994-1309
Website
www.gwhatchet.com
Retail ads
(202) 994-7682
University ads
(202) 994-7080
Classifieds
(202) 994-7079
2140 G St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20052
features@gwhatchet.com
news@gwhatchet.com
opinions@gwhatchet.com
photo@gwhatchet.com
sports@gwhatchet.com

(202)
(202)
(202)
(202)
(202)

994-7550
994-7550
994-7550
994-7550
994-7550

WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
How many students have been put on probation for off-campus behavior (p. 3)

FROM

THE FORUM

“Listen, I am not letting the University get all the praise for
my hard work and determination... I am, however,
giving credit where credit is due.”
blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum
–CARLY ABENSTEIN, POXIZZPVTIPVMEOUSPMMZPVSFZFTBU0OMZ"U(8t"QSJM

Working through questions after campus heartbreak

W

hen a single residence
hall loses three of its
students in the frighteningly short span of three

facts to cling to.
Words elude us. Explanations are
hazy. Rumors spread. We don’t know
how to react, what emotions to feel or
who to hug.
We’ve seen a tremendous outpouring of support for those close to
Ben Asma and Lynley Redwood. But
as a community, we’re still left with so
many questions.
What is it that GW is missing?
As conversations move on to other topics, we’re left to struggle and
ponder, weighing the knowns and
unknowns.
What we know is that despite
an increase in counseling services
Counseling Center and student leaders to improve a rocky history with
mental health services, we still see
students who are too afraid to discuss
their struggles.
What we know is that there is still
a pervasive stigma surrounding mental health treatment. More often than
not, students here and everywhere are
afraid to share troubling truths and
lean on others. Some of that stigma,
of course, is deeply rooted and pathological. Some of it is institutional.
But we want to know more. We
want to understand the causes of this

Justin Peligri
Opinions Editor

This tough question lingers:
What is it that GW is missing?
How do we build and sustain
a campus community where
every single student feels
confident enough to speak up
and, if needed, ask for help?
heartbreak in order to achieve peace.
Often, suicides are attributed to
alienation from the group. An immense notion of loneliness that gets
mixed with depression and mental
anguish. So many of us are asking
ourselves: Was that the case here?
But as much as we yearn for the
truth – as much as we want all the
answers – the bottom line is that we
won’t know why these things happen.
Exploring heartbreak – and the
reasons behind it – in times like these
can be painful. But it can also be positive and worthwhile if it leads to substantive change, either on the Univer-

Student spending
fits priorities

A

t a sprawling institution, how can
we possibly get
a sense of what
GW’s true priorities are?
The answer: Look at the
numbers.
We know that GW is
competitor schools in areas
such as research, instruction
and academic support.
seem like we have a crisis
on our hands. If our money isn’t spent there, where
does it go?
Where we asked it to go.
GW allocates about
$900 per student more on
student services than any of
its competitors. That money – about $4,200 per student – goes toward services
“whose primary purpose
is to contribute to students’
emotional and physical
wellbeing,” like intramural sports, health services,
student organization budgets and the registrar. This
doesn’t include other costs
such as residence halls and
dining.
While students might
feel as though that expense
is nothing in comparison to
the nearly $60,000 they pay
the University each year, the
reality is that students need
to consider what we really
care about when we judge
where our tuition goes.
GW is just responding
to student needs, concerns
and desires – perhaps more
than American, Georgetown and New York universities, which don’t spend as
much as GW does on student services. Even though
we’re technically paying for
an education, student life is
a large component of our
success at GW.
Students here would
grumble if forced to endure
the alternative.
Imagine attending a
school that spends $16,000
or more per student on research, like Duke. Unless
students are intimately involved in research, that’s
money that most undergraduates never see. Those
tuition dollars underpin the

Sarah
Blugis
Columnist
university’s research operation instead of giving students the best bang for their
buck.
Though GW lists Duke
as a competitor school, our
university will never be
similar to the research powerhouse in North Carolina.
characters and missions.
This doesn’t mean that
GW doesn’t care about students’ educations.
In fact, though it
might be counterintuitive,
investments
in student
services
improve
graduation
rates and
increase
students’
academic
success, according to researchers
at Cornell University.
What do we really
want, more money spent recruiting the biggest names
in research? Higher salaries that will attract more
prominent
professors?
Sure. That would be nice.
But these aren’t things that
to the GW experience. At
the end of the day, the way
that they truly impact stuidentify.
The day-to-day aspects
of student life – going to
meetings, attending events
or even just safely returning to a dorm – are integral
parts of our time at GW.
That’s what we asked
for when we enrolled here.
–Sarah Blugis, a
sophomore majoring in
political communication, is a
Hatchet columnist.
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Opposing
views

sity level or on a more personal one.
This tough question lingers: What
is it that GW is missing? How do we
build and sustain a campus community where every single student feels
needed, ask for help?
It’s worth considering – understanding that a complete answer
might never come – in the hope that
we can collectively arrive at some sort
of reassurance. If we can lift the social
barriers that prevent even a few students from seeking help, then we’ve
taken small steps in the right direction.
As I watch tours of prospective
students walk through the second
writing this column, I wonder how
many of them know what we all know
– that the University grieves this week
after losing two of our own.
There’s so much I wish I could
say to reassure them. As they traverse
campus learning about the Universiic programs, I hope they also know
this: GW is a place where, despite a
memories are made and a strong sense
of community lives and breathes.
And when they matriculate here
this fall, it’s their duty to make it even
stronger.
–Justin Peligri, a junior majoring in
political communication, is The Hatchet’s
opinions editor.

Spending balance
is out of whack

S

ometimes, it feels like
GW throws our tuition into a black hole.
It’s nearly impossible
to keep track of where it actually goes.
When we do get a peek

priorities seem out of line.
GW spent about 21 percent
more per student than its
market basket institutions on
student services and spent
less on academic causes in
2012, according to the most
recent data from the Department of Education.
It is concerning that other
top schools that we aspire to
emulate don’t allocate their
budgets in the same way. Ally outspend similar universities
in
student
services, we
fall behind
in spending on instruction,
research
and academic
support.
as GW spends
only about half of
its instruction, research and
academic support budget on
research and two-thirds on
classroom instruction.
The Innovation Task
Force, a group of faculty and

Jacob
Garber
Contributing
Editor
the-art technologies, but the
University can’t forget about
the dozens of other buildings
in need of improvements.
Nearly all GW classrooms are
equipped with obsolete technology, according to a 2012
Faculty Senate report.
Great professors, too,
are being lured away from
GW due to uncompetitive
salaries. The University made
professor retention a key priority in 2012 after GW feared
it would lose top faculty to
more prestigious universities
If GW wants to be a competitive research institution,
its budgetary focus needs to
be on the instruction, an area
and the learning environment. At the end of the day,
we are an educational organization, and underfunded

ing this spending imbalance.
What services are extraneous, and where can GW cut
costs to funnel more money
into instruction and academics?
The group has already

both the students and the
University at large.
Even though we spend
excessively on student services, the University still falls
short.
For instance, the University Counseling Center
has excessive wait times
and intramural sports face
inadequate funding. If
the University is going to
spend disproportionately
more on student services,
students should feel assured that these services
are going to work well and
run smoothly. It seems clear
that we aren’t spending ef-

millions of extra dollars for
academics and research, but
it’s clear that the focus needs
to shift toward cutting costs
from student services and
spending more on academics.
Classroom technologies
are not nearly up to par. Yes,
the Science and Engineering
Hall, when complete, will be
fully equipped with state-of-

At the end of the day, the
University needs to cover the
basics. Student services can
make GW appear vivacious
and caring – but it takes much
more to cultivate a functional
academic institution.
–The writer, a senior
majoring in English and
creative writing, is The
Hatchet’s contributing opinions
editor.
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Friends remember Asma for infectious smile, boundless energy
From Page 1
of the University Honors
he wanted to be a doctor like
his uncle and grandfather.
Still, he made plenty of
time for his friends, playing
Mario Kart and watching
comedies with his roommates and hallmates nearly
every day. On Sundays, the
together, and after everyone else went back to their
rooms, Asma would stay
to wash the dishes. Other
nights he would stay up late
having deep conversations
with classmates who needed to open up to someone.
Asma, a biomedical
engineering student, also
made new friends quickly.
One of his neighbors in
West Hall said he could
walk into a party and
leave with 10 new friends,
drawing people in with
his infectious smile and

easygoing personality.
Freshman Jessica Ryadin, who lived in Somers
Hall on the Mount Vernon
Campus, said he always
pushed her to work harder
during class, at the gym and
in the pool during their club
swimming practices.
She once called him asking for help studying for a
mathematics exam, and he
appeared by her side in the
library within minutes. She
had worked on one problem
for an hour, and he showed
minutes.
But Ryadin said that just
before spring break, Asma
told her he wasn’t happy
on campus. He had said his
classes did not challenge
him and that he wanted to
transfer.
“I was shocked. Everything was going great for
him,” Ryadin said. “And
it wasn’t that it was hard.
It was the opposite. It was

too easy for him.”
Freshman Walker Smith
had also met Asma through
the club swimming team,
and the pair quickly became close friends who
talked every day and once
walked around campus
talking until 5 a.m.
He had last spoken
to Asma on Sunday, two
days before his suicide attempt. Asma told him that
happiness in his life, words
that resonated with Smith
only after learning of his
friend’s death.
“I can honestly say
that Ben changed my life.
ever felt truly like myself
around, like I could do
anything or say anything
and he wouldn’t judge, he
wouldn’t care, he would just
listen,” Smith said.
His mother, Leann
Asma, said while her son
was outgoing, he was also

very private.
“We would talk to
Benj, and everything was
great. He was busy, he was
engaged, so we assumed
wasn’t,” she said. “And we
won’t know probably ever
what was really going on
with Benjamin, and that’s
going to be hard, but hopefully we’ll come to some
peace with that.”
His mother also said
she would remember him
for “his big smile and his
there’s-nothing-I-can’t-do
attitude.”
Asma, who lived in
Lake Bluff, Ill., is survived by his parents and
two siblings.
His father, Benjamin
Asma, Sr., said after the
memorial service Thursday
that his son’s legacy will be
“the breadth of friendships
that he has developed. It
cuts across the entire spectrum of persons.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ASMA FAMILY

Community comes together after calm is shaken on quiet campus
From Page 1
“We have been engaging the students who were
in classes with Lynley in
conversations and providing them with opportunities
to share their feelings, but I
don’t want to impose the idea
that that is something for the
entire community at this moment,” King said.
GW has mobilized mental health resources across
the University, charging faculty in GW’s public health
and medical schools to provide for students, if needed.
has also answered calls and
emails over the weekend,
while Mount Vernon Camextra meetings with students.
The University is also relying on resources from outside mental health services,
Konwerski said Saturday.
“We are not going to
spare any resource,” Konwerski said.
Universities’ responses to
student deaths, particularly
suicides, is part of a complex
balancing act, experts say.
Administrators must watch
out for students who are dirisk students across a university, without overwhelming
others in the community.
Campus-wide memorial
services, announcements and
outreach from the counseling
center must be coordinated
sensitively to avoid raising
the levels of anxiety, said Victor Schwartz, the medical director for the Jed Foundation,
that advocates for suicide
prevention at universities.
There’s more pressure
when a college has evidence
of a suicide cluster – three or
more incidents in one location within a few weeks or
months.
Schwartz said clusters are
extremely rare, but are more
common among young people between the ages of 14
and 25. He added that there
is little understanding within
the medical community of
what can cause them but said
students who die in these
clusters, like all instances of
suicide, are nearly always

facing a range of psychological problems.
“The trend is, in a sense,
the unpredictability. There’s
no obvious reason why [suicide clusters] happen at a
particular time. They will
typically stop just as mysteriously as they start,” he said.
Universities
should
also try to build a complete
picture of the incidents before determining whether it
should address a wider campus issue, said Alan Berman,
the executive director of the
American Association of Suicidology.
“It may be premature and
something without knowing
as much as you can,” Berman said. But he said Uniattuned to the emotional responses of his acquaintances
and friends, who will be “at
increased risk for some time.”
GW’s mental health history
A decade ago this month,
the campus was hit by another string of student deaths:
Three students had committed suicide within four
months and seven died within nine months, prompting a
months-long investigation by
members.
The sweeping 55-page
report, released in September 2004, called for expanded
training at the University
Counseling Center.
dent Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said Friday that calling
the parents of those deceased
students were some of the
toughest moments of his
presidency. After the report,
he helped implement many
of the report’s recommendations, but said Friday that
solution to far-ranging problems like suicide.
“We live in a contingent
universe and we’d like to
think we have more control
than we do,” Trachtenberg
said. “This in no way means
we shouldn’t try harder and
outside of your control deAbout a month after

Keefer took his life in January, the director of the University Counseling Center
announced that he planned
to ask the University to set
aside money to hire a suicide
prevention specialist. He also
said he planned to expand
by paying for online tutorials.
UCC has pushed out
messaging this week about
where students can receive
help and has added three
hours of counseling each day
on the Mount Vernon Campus, which does not have its
Two groups of students
have also formed their own
mental health networks this
week. A third started holding meetings at the end of last
month.
GW Advocates, which
is looking to document students’ concerns in a report to
top administrators, is planning a long-term campaign to
press GW to reform its mental health resources. Another
organization, GW Unites,
plans to create a student-run
support network.
Concerns of an undercounseling center have recently resurfaced.
Weisner said earlier this
has been stretched to meet the
rising demand of students.
To accommodate more students, he has increased group
counseling, reevaluated the
increased the number of doctors in its referral network.
GW also announced last
month that it would move
the K Street counseling center, as well as the health center,
to the Marvin Center in the
heart of the Foggy Bottom
Campus.
To help prevent students
from falling through the
cracks, GW also launched a
mental health referral system
called CARE Network two
years ago, in which students
and employees can submit
names of individuals who
may need extra support.
About a year after the
system was launched, about
275 students had been reported but dozens of professors surveyed by The Hatchet said they had little or no

knowledge of the system.
Konwerski said he had
noticed anecdotally that the
number of students reported
through the CARE Network
has increased after each of
the recent student deaths. He
said GW will continue educating students and faculty
of the system, which became
used by many universities
nationally after tragedies
like the Virginia Tech shootings in 2007.
Earlier this year, a student
said she was told three years
ago she would be expelled
from the University months
after attempting to commit
suicide because she wanted
to stop her UCC sessions and
start receiving outside help.
She ultimately transferred before returning to GW for her

from the university.”

University spokeswoman Candace Smith reiterated on Saturday that “there
is no university policy that
threatens students who
may be seeking to harm
themselves with expulsion

dents – freshmen in particular – frequently leave their
doors open as they pass
through each other’s rooms
to study, cook together and
watch TV.
For the last three days,

A shattered calm
The community that
has been hit the hardest is
the Mount Vernon Campus. The 23-acre suburban
campus, with grassy hills,
historic brick buildings
and freshly updated tenrespite from Foggy Bottom. But as West Hall, the
campus’ largest residence
hall, lost its third student
this semester, the calm has
been shattered.
West Hall, which is
quiet enough that it does
at its front desk, is home to
about 280 freshmen and upperclassmen. With communal kitchens and common

have served as makeshift
for West Hall students.
The University also added additional counseling
hours at Eckles Library
this weekend.
At a student-organized
vigil on the Marvin Center
terrace Thursday night,
friends of Redwood and
Asma walked one by one
to the microphone to share
stories of Redwood’s unbending friendship or Asma’s “contagious smile.”
When Asma’s parents, Benjamin and Leann,
stepped to the microphone,
they said hearing their son’s
friends share those kinds of
memories was therapeutic.
“You guys are helping
the healing process and
helping us understand the
environment he’s been in,
and it’s beautiful,” Asma’s
father said.
–Chloé Sorvino
and Brianna Gurciullo
contributed to this report.
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JAMES VINCENT
MCMORROW

BURGER NIGHT

FLIGHT FACILITIES

The popular Adams
Morgan burger joint
offers half-price buildyour-own gourmet

The DJ/producer duo is
bringing their summer
anthem “Crave You,” one
of only four original tracks,
to the 9:30 club.

Black Squirrel
April 10, $5+

Sixth & I Synagogue
April 8, $23
The indie Irish guitarist and
singer will perform at the
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue
to promote his latest effort
“Post Tropical.”

9:30 Club
April 11, $20

April 11, 1988:
2000 Pennsylvania Ave evacuated due to small fire
in Cone E. Island storage room.

THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY

Dragged along to Nats Park? You’ve got more options than sports
WHERE TO

EVERLY JAZI

RELAX

HATCHET STAFF WRITER

W

ith opening day kicking
off baseball season
last weekend, jersey-clad
fans have begun to fill every
Metro train heading toward
the Southwest Waterfront.
But don’t fear if you’re
not psyched about the game.
There’s plenty to do in the
Navy Yard area besides
watch baseball, wait in a long
line for a ShackBurger or see
Teddy lose the Presidents
Race again.
These are the places to go
near Nationals Park that will
make your trip to the ballpark
DESIREE HALPERN | SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
even better.
If you venture outside Nationals Park, you’ll find plenty of restaurants and adventures outside the gates.

WHERE TO EAT AND AVOID

SPORTS TALK

Where to eat with a

SPORTS CROWD

One of the many
D.C. Thai and sushi ressatisfying food on a college budget, along with
a comforting wooden
ambiance and friendly
service.
With fresh Japanesejoint is most crowded
on Fridays, but because
they have a smaller bar,
they see fewer customers

than other restaurants on
game days. At $11.95 per
entree, the lunch special
is one of the most popular items on the menu.
Their in-house chef also
creates specialties like
chili drunken noodles
and spicy tuna tempura.
Its location next to
the Yards Park makes
Kruba a convenient place
to stop for a pre-concert
dinner.

Right across from
Nationals Park, Gordon
Biersch Brewery is one of
the most popular spots
around for a burger and
beer. Brewing its own
award-winning German
lagers, this restaurant
is a magnet for hungry
sports fans and pint connoisseurs alike.
With $5 happy hours,
a classic outdoor patio

This Anacostia River park holds
Thursday movie nights and a Friday
concert series, in addition to summer
festivals like Oneness Yoga Fest on
June 21 or D.C. Jazz Fest on June 28. On
quieter days, you can walk around the
modern skeleton bridge or cool down in
the surrounding fountains.
If you are still coping with the closure of Cone E. Island, stop by the Ice
in the Yards Park this June. Last year’s
winner of the D.C. Scoop People’s
Choice Award, this startup is known
for its monthly bike delivery ice cream

space and optimal people-watching. If
you need a little more excitement, grab
a bike from the Capital Bikeshare rack
nearby and ride along the Anacostia
Riverwalk Trail.

WHERE TO

ADVENTURE

Gordon Biersch Brewery
100 M St.
Two blocks away

Kruba Thai and Sushi
300 Water St.
Five blocks away

5IF:BSET1BSL
355 Water St.
Five blocks away

Washington Trapeze School
New York
4th and Tingey streets
Six blocks away

lounge and crispy garlic fries, the brewery is
a nice pit stop before
exploring the rest of the
area. Though this Gordon Biersch lacks the
Penn Quarter location’s
luxurious marble columns, the endless booth
seating and top-notch,
delicately prepared entrées keep the regulars
coming back.

dreams for a few hours here.
Trapeze School New York offers all the circus staples, from
silk classes where participants
twist and wrap through hanging fabric, to juggling and trampoline classes – all for less than
$50 an hour. The two-hourjust right for game day. As a
beginner, you can learn knee-

hanging tricks 23 feet above the
ground, swing upside down,
air. Don’t be afraid to fall, because safety nets are in place
to catch you and experienced
instructors are always nearby.
While walk-ins are welup a few days ahead of time,
so you might want to sign up
early. Relieve some stress, work
out and have fun.

It’s time for Aaron’s ‘After Party’ at Cherry Blossom festival
Stephen Marley
with Jo Mersa,
Marshall, Zedicus

A socially conscious reggae
legacy and a former J-14 Magazine heartthrob are among the
musical acts ushering in spring
in the District. Check out these
shows across three venues and
one historic parade as the semester comes to a close.

National Cherry Blossom
Festival Parade: Aaron Carter
Constitution Ave., between 7th and
17th streets | April 12 | Free along
parade route.
Grandstand seating $20
Aaron always tried to be the
fliest kid on the block. Maybe,
just maybe, he can be the fliest
one on the National Mall.
Alongside the likes of
“American Idol” winner Candice Glover and gospel singer
Regina Belle, the former teen
icon will serenade crowds with
tales of Shaq-defying basketball
skills and legendary house parties (we hope). After an eightweek stint on “Dancing with
the Stars” in 2009, the pop star
and brother of a former Backstreet Boy released “Dance With

PHOTO USED UNDER CREATIVE
COMMONS LICENSE

Me” with rapper Flo Rida in
2011 and embarked on his “After Party Tour” in 2013.
Carter ’s auto-tuned return
to pop comes after an impressive stint as Matt in the offBroadway show “The Fantasticks,” a gig which gives some
credence to Carter ’s vocal
chops.

Wayne

Awesome Con Awesome ConCert feat. Andrew W.K. \with
Adam Warrock, Rare Candy

Lincoln Theatre | April 17 | $31+

Black Cat | April 19 | $20

The political undertones of
Bob Marley’s most progressive

When your personal axiom
is “party hard,” it’s not difficult to attract a crowd, whether
at cave-like D.C. concert spots
or a convention for comic and
“geekdom” aficionados. Musician, producer, Cartoon Network game show host and
almost-cultural ambassador to
Bahrain, Andrew W.K. hasn’t
released an album since 2009,
but his pro-debauchery ethos is
as salient as ever.
W.K. commands his crowds
to embrace excess with songs
like “Party til You Puke” and
“Party Hard.” But there’s more
to W.K. than blood-soaked Tshirts and beer funnels: His
2009 album “55 Cadillac” is entirely instrumental piano, oscillating between rapid jazz riffs
and moving lyrical frills.
He’s also released animeinspired EPs strictly in Japan.
Sounds fit for a comic book convention.

blatantly in the work of his son
Stephen Marley, who frankly addresses public perceptions of African history, religious zeal and trust
– or mistrust – among other topics. On tracks like “False Friends,”
Marley delivers aphorisms with a
soulful vocal grit, lamenting those
who “let you down,” singing, “So
my son always care in mind / A
faithful friend is the hardest thing
enemy.”
He dips into electro-dance
music with “Rock Stone” without straying too far from reggae staples: a steady bass and
clipped funk guitar steer the
song to its electronic breakdown
crescendo. Marley’s iteration of
modern reggae mirrors its traditional sounds, but his candid
lyricism tackles social issues
with refreshing modernity.

KAROLINA RAMOS

Nels Cline: An Evening with
the Nels Cline Singers
The Hamilton | May 4 | $16+
forethought in the untidy jazz ramblings of Wilco guitarist Nels Cline,
who corrals fellow instrumentalists
– and no singers, despite his band
name – for free-jazz sets. Cline’s exaverse to some discord. While “Divining” is a gentle lapse into spacey
strings, “Red Line to Greenland”
is a frenetic, screeching venture
into a jazzy prog rock climax. Yet
with each one precisely employed
throughout his improvisations, elevates his playing that becomes sonically entrancing.
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Blossom season brings cherry-flavored foods

JOSH SOLOMON

Cherry blossom

HATCHET STAFF WRITER

CUPCAKES

C

herry
blossom
petals will soon
be sprinkled on the
sidewalks, the grass
of the National Mall
and every tourist’s
car
parked
along
Constitution Avenue.
While these trees don’t
actually have cherries
on them, there are
plenty of restaurants
across the city with
cherry-inspired foods
and drinks that you
can enjoy in the fruity
spirit of the season.

Georgetown Cupcake and shepherd
them to Baked & Wired. But for a cup-

Georgetown Cupcake:
tract, from the dessert. Sometimes the
bottom of a cupcake is boring, but these
-

Sprinkles:
-

JUDY LIM | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

The cherry-themed cupcake at Baked & Wired misses the mark. For once, head to Georgetown Cupcake.

-

stretch across the open air,

HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Barring a spontaneous
to go outside and combine a
nice drink with a nice view.

A bar on the roof means

the main event. You get

-

Baked & Wired:

Tart:

-

night without running up
and down stairs. There’s

Red Derby
Columbia Heights

-

EASTERNDINING
MARKET

Brews with a view: A guide to
warm-weather drinking
GABRIEL SALKIN

Georgetown Cupcake and the hipsterdom

-

On the surface, Red
standard – though quite

range from $2 to $10.

Roof of the W Hotel
Penn Quarter

and

crushed

strawber-

Dark and subtle:

Sweet (and some tart):

mix here.
the atmosphere and that

-

to dress up and experience
tion and enough fun to be
night.
-

Students who have
the means – and the attire
at P.O.V., the rooftop terin 2009, the terrace has become one of D.C.’s hippest
drink with a view. The bar
not a crazed
open-door
and is often vis-

stead

30-somethings
inof the more

an awesome view from one
of the highest points in the
-

D.C. standard markup of

Biergarten Haus
H Street

-

of H Street’s German-inspired beer garden. Yes, the

Biergarten Haus is a

pensive, ranging from $13

Think bar fair, swapping
burgers for brats, and some
German.
wide-open

beer

garden

great open environment for
big groups and even bigger
beers.

a checkered pattern to present the dish,
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District Flea, an outdoor market near U Street, features a collection of antiques, clothing, furniture,
jewlrey and food. The market will be open every Saturday from 10am-5pm at 945 Florida Ave. NW.

District Flea showcases vintage finds
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

At District Flea, you
can pick up an iconic White
House postcard, but not to
write a note home to mom
and dad. At vendors like
Sturgis Antiques, the postcards are already written in
– by friends, family memNow in its second year,
District Flea hosts more
visitors can peruse tables of
vintage treasures and handmade novelties, lingering
between booths to chat

with store owners and negotiate prices. The market
features everything from
antique cameras and letterman jackets to handmade
bars of soap, candles and
terrariums.
District Flea is the brainchild of D.C. native Hugh
McIntosh, who wanted to
bring New York’s street
Flea, to the emerging youth
trict Flea, McIntosh took
positions as a musician and
adjunct professor at GW,
where he taught American
literature two years ago.

This

year,

to his carefully curated
mix, focusing especially
on local small businesses
and homemade goods. To
respond to the District’s
growing taste for interesting, tapas-style foods, he
is also adding new food
vendors like José Andrés’
food truck, Pepe.
Navigating through the
endless choices of vendors
can be overwhelming, but
our quick guide will help
direct you towards two
veteran and one new notto-miss tables.
Go online for
a look inside
District Flea.

JOINT
CUSTODY
A vintage store specializing in

Video by
Sarah Mann

vinyl records

Thumb through Joint
Custody’s extensive collection that includes everything from punk, soul and
a dusty gem like Led Zeppelin’s rare “Physical Grafbums at the top of the price

McIntosh

GWHATCHET.COM

TATIANA CIRISANO

range and homemade bootleg recordings at the lower
end.
Gary Langworth, a
record enthusiast, sat behind Joint Custody’s tent
at District Flea, explaining
to visitors why vinyl is the
ultimate source for quality
listening.

“It’s just the format in
general. It shows intention
to listen to music – you
have to have intent. It’s not
like an MP3, where you just
conveniently listen to it. It’s
gages the listener,” he said.

STURGIS ANTIQUES
Rare consignment goods
reflecting historical moments

At Sturgis Antiques, a
new vendor, buyer Christian Sturgis auctions vintage pins from past elections, army jackets, and of
course, the already written
postcards. For the past 17
years, Sturgis has spent

his hours scavenging for
unique and ancient items,

much more of the history
of European moors coming

tives along the way.
“I’ve dealt with a lot
of apothecary collections,
and my apothecary collecting has gotten me into so

bringing tin-glazing and
medicine and all the acquired knowledge that they
got. Everything’s a starting
point,” he said.

THE Mid-ATLANTIC CLUB

Clothing and accessories
from the ‘80s and ‘90s

The vintage-fanatics
can find an outfit fit for
Topanga Matthews at The
Mid-Atlantic Club, which
specializes in high-waisted jean shorts, cropped
sweater vests and velvet

Slice

of life

skirts.
ing comes from a not-sodistant era, owner Cat
“young vintage.”
“A lot of people don’t

consider it vintage, but
I do, and it’s also mostly
in style with younger
people, so young vintage
works in that sense as
well,” she said.

Your guide to co-existing with

tourists

KELLY BRAND
It is springtime. The cherry blossoms are
blooming. The city is full of tour buses and
people wearing freshly purchased “NCIS”
baseball caps. High school seniors are here to
check out their new stomping grounds.
That’s right, it’s tourist season.
And with all of these out-of-towners,
there are bound to be some harsh words exchanged when someone stands on the left
side of a Metro escalator. This year, though,
I hope to quell the tourism animosity by laying down some ground rules for both students and the people that invade – I mean
visit – the city.
For tourists:

1

When on your monument walks, please
do not parade in an eight-person-wide

The runners that come up behind you will

and your children to get your morning pancakes, we ask that you understand that we
wait for brunch all week.
For students:

1

When you see a tour group of young,
adorable GW hopefuls do, keep shouting inappropriate things about what really
happens in Thurston Hall – just never let
them see your face.

2

point people the wrong way if you
think they’re strong enough to recover from
it or if they’re wearing a Georgetown sweatshirt.

3

Wear outrageous day-partying apparel
on sunny Saturday afternoons. If you see
a group of tourists looking bored, be courteous. Invite them to tag along with you to the

ners will win.

and cowboy hats so they never feel left out.

2

4

Please remember that while cherry blos
soms are beautiful, they mean the start

Claritin from home, because if CVS runs out
of allergy medicine because of tourists, there
will be a riot.

3

brunch. While our weekend sport of bottomless brunch may make it hard for you

When groups pass you on Segways,
make sure you say, “I wish I could ride
one of those,” loud enough so the people
wearing weird helmets and wishing they
were in fact not riding a Segway seem cooler
than they probably feel.
As students, we would like to formally
welcome the previously unwelcomed to our
neck of the woods. Enjoy!
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To place a classified ad,
go to gwhatchet.com and click on
CLASSIFIEDS in the upper right corner.
For all other ads, email
ads@gwhatchet.com
or call 202-994-7682.

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS
CREATIVE MOVEMENT INSTRUCTORS:
training now for work in fall. Classes taught in
area preschools, day care centers. Equipment
provided. Own transportation preferable, not
required. visit www.kidsmovingco.com for
more information. Send resume to kmc@
kidsmovingco.com. Resumes sent without
cover letters not considered. $20-$30/hr.

Hosts - The Hamilton
Very busy restaurant (Metro Center) has
immediate openings for hosts. Must be
friendly, courteous, energetic and work as
part of a team. Flexible hours-day, evening
& weekend shifts.
Apply in person 2:30-5pm daily or online
http://www.myclydes.com

$7.99
Large 1-topping pizza

Manny & Olga's

To play: Complete the grid Solution
so that every row, column
and every 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There is not
guessing or math involved,
just use logic to solve.

Sports
"QSJM t1BHF

THE

GAMES

WOMEN’S WATER POLO
CWPA Southern Division
Championship
Saturday tTBA

OF THE WEEK

NUMBER

CRUNCH

12

After a subpar regular season in
a tough Southern Division, the
Colonials will look to rebound as
the fifth seed in the Southern
Division Championship.

MEN’S AND
WOMEN’S ROWING

George Washington Invitational
'SJEBZt"MMEBZ
The Colonials will host their
annual Invitational on the
Potomac River this weekend,
competing against cross-town
rival Georgetown and Navy.

The number of innings that women’s softball pitcher Meghan Rico pitched
Saturday against La Salle without allowing an earned run.

Behind Nipe’s big comeback
From Page 1

me, ‘I don’t know exactly where my season is
going to go from here,’” Nipe said. “I kind of
broke down and just put my head on Danni’s
shoulder and just cried on her shoulder for a
while.”“What are my options?”
Tsipis has heard the scream of a player
tearing her ACL so many times that he said it’s
“etched” in his mind. But he never coached a
player that came back to play on it like Nipe.
It was a special circumstance, with a “stub-

LEXI BERGER | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

The senior doubles duo of Ulrik Thomsen and Viktor Svensson practice on the Mount Vernon
Campus earlier this week. The two have helped lift the team to a top-60 ranking.

Senior leadership lifts GW
AARON ESPARZA
HATCHET REPORTER

Propelled by a streak of
11 wins in its last 13 matches, the men’s tennis team is
playing like it wants more
than just its fifth consecutive
appearance in the Atlantic
10 finals later this month.
With four wins against
ranked opponents, the
Colonials have risen from
unranked to No. 53 in the
nation in just a month,
nudging up against No. 45
VCU.
Behind this rise, however, is a team that still
remembers its humble beginning this season, knows
it still needs a win against
top-50 competition and understands that a midseason
surge doesn’t always lead to
postseason success.
“We haven’t really succeeded, we’ve just done
well. But there’s still a lot
of work to do,” head coach

Greg Munoz said.
The Colonials started
the season with a harsh
schedule, heavily slated
with ranked opponents and
little recovery time between
games. The result: a rocky
1-4 start with few signs of
being a top contender – all
four losses coming against
ranked teams.
“We didn’t play bad in
the beginning we just had
trouble clinching matches,”
junior Francisco Dias said.
“But as we kept playing
those teams, we started
gaining confidence in playing at that level.”
GW’s first statement
moment of the season came
on the last day of February, during the beginning
of a North Carolina road
trip. The squad reeled from
three straight wins, including a dominating 4-0 win
over No. 70 Charlotte and a
4-3 upset over No. 60 UNC
Wilmington.

“It was 3-3, and Ulrik
[Thomsen] was playing,
and he clinched it for us. After that, it kind of turned our
season around. It was one of
the biggest wins in our program’s history,” senior Nikit
Thomsen has elevated
his play this year, while his
doubles partner, senior Viktor Svensson, has stepped
up as another team leader
– unexpected factors in the
team’s recent success.
Though they play farther down in the order than
their younger counterparts,
Svensson and Thomsen
have earned their teammates’ respect as the team
has excelled.
“[Viktor] was always
the quiet one, but this year
he has brought a lot of energy and proven himself
to be very vocal and that’s
helped the team a lot in focusing and getting energy
for fighting tough matches,”
Dias said.

with all of conference play ahead of her, Jones
said.
“You have an ACL for a reason. It’s not the
appendix, you can’t just take it out and live
your life,” Jones, the trainer, said. “You can
walk without an ACL, it’s hard to run without
an ACL. And it’s really hard to change directions and put a foot in the ground and change
directions quickly without one.”
Without an ACL, the body does not always know where it is when the foot hits the
ground, Jones said. He added that he had to
teach Nipe how to balance on one leg while
moving sideways, as well as how to stop.
took her through an intensive rehabilitation
program, similar to the treatment one would
receive after surgery.
For two extra hours a day, before and after
practice, they went through routines: bandaging her leg from knee to toe, plunging her feet
in buckets of ice and using a sleeve-like compression machine called NormaTec that helps
muscles.
“I think we were all scared.”
against Dayton, which required one of the
bandage, Nipe said her toes were “so fat” because there was nowhere else for the swelling
to go.
But she played. First, Nipe subbed in for
four minutes, and made one shot. Then she
came back in for six minutes and made a couple more.
“She hit a three and I was like, ‘Oh, okay.
Even Nipe felt fine, forgetting about
her knee because of the game-time
adrenaline rush.

“You don’t think about it in the middle of
the game,” Nipe said. “You’re not really thinking of your best interest. You see the ball and
go for it.”
But the injury was still there. A few plays
later Nipe took another shot, missed it, and
as she dove for a loose ball in front of the GW
bench.
“I think we were all scared,” Tsipis said. “It
When Nipe fell, she jogged on the sidelines facing away from the court so no one
could see her grimace. If she wanted to keep
playing, she had to pretend she wasn’t hurt.
She fell twice more during the season, once
against Saint Joseph’s and again during the
South Florida game.
The day before a Women’s NIT game
against Villanova, she needed a “nice big nee“When you get out there, you kind of
wonder, ‘Can I still do this? Can I still be helpful to the team or am I just doing this because
I’m stubborn and don’t want to quit?’” Nipe
said.
“I just hope this story inspires.”
nial, GW had its most successful team in six
years. Nipe eclipsed the 1,000-career points
mark and the Colonials will hang a WNIT
Sweet Sixteen banner from the Smith Center
rafters.
She went on to average more than 12
points per game after her return and got better as the season went on, leading the team in
scoring during the postseason with 16.3 points
per game and shooting 65 percent from behind the arc.
“I wouldn’t have changed this season for
anything, including my injury, if it got us this
far,” Nipe said.
The injury was an unexpected speed
bump on the journey of a comeback season
for both Nipe and the entire program. During
only six games.
Now, Nipe said she hopes her legacy will
help build on that in years to come, inspiring
future GW women’s basketball players to endure.
“If anything, I just hope this story inspires
someone to just do a little more and get this
team a little further than we did this year,”
Nipe said. “Hopefully this story just helps
them work a little harder.”

