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Women’s basketball co-captain Megan Nipe drives against a defender in a game 
early last season. Nipe’s torn ACL, which she suffered in a practice the day after 
Christmas, had her out just one practice on her way to an historic comeback season.
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More than 100 family members, high school classmates, fraternity brothers and teammates celebrated the lives of two West Hall residents at a student-organized memorial service Thursday evening. 
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MEGAN NIPE
Women’s Basketball Co-Captain

What’s worse? 
Struggling in public 

where everyone 
really knows what’s 
wrong, or struggling 

only when your 
teammates know?

Fastened by heart-shaped 
stickers, a handmade sign at the 
top of a Mount Vernon Campus 
residence hall room door declares 
that students have formed a “West 
Hall family.”

The decoration at the entrance 
RI� WKH� VHFRQG�Á�RRU� URRP�� ZKHUH�
���\HDU�ROG� %HQMDPLQ� $VPD� ZDV�
found unconscious Tuesday after 
an apparent suicide attempt, is the 
kind of message that has reverber-
DWHG�DFURVV�*:�WKLV�ZHHN�RQ�FDP�
puses stunned by a pair of deaths 
just hours apart.

$V�VWXGHQWV�ORRN�WR�FRSH�ZLWK�
the losses of Asma and senior Lyn-
OH\� 5HGZRRG�� WKH\� KDYH� IRXQG�
support across campus. Reminders 
for students to seek help, give hugs 
and call home have cascaded after 
the third tragedy to strike GW in 
about three months.

To expand counseling services, 
GW has tapped faculty from the 
medical school and psychology 
departments in addition to hiring 
RXWVLGH�KHOS��DQG�ZLOO�NHHS�FRXQVH�
lors on the Mount Vernon Campus 
through the end of the school year.

Professors canceled their les-
son plans to create spaces for stu-
dents to just talk. Admissions tour 
JURXSV� KDYH� VWD\HG� DZD\� IURP�
West Hall to give residents more 
SULYDF\�� *URXSV� RI� Á�RRUPDWHV�
stayed in on Friday night to cook 
GLQQHU�DQG�ZDWFK�PRYLHV��'R]HQV�
of students have spread uplifting 

messages online.
“We came to this University to 

be a part of something extraordi-
QDU\��DQG�ZH�KDYH�WR�VWLFN�WRJHWKHU�
in that. To all of my GW family, 
please don’t go at this alone,” soph-
RPRUH�7DLQD�'LD]�5H\HV� VDLG� LQ� D�
YouTube video that collected 400 
YLHZV� ZLWKLQ� D� IHZ� KRXUV� )ULGD\�
night.

,Q�D� OHWWHU� WR�SDUHQWV� WKDW�ZDV�
emailed Friday, University Presi-
GHQW�6WHYHQ�.QDSS�VKDUHG�KLV�RZQ�
grief and stressed that GW had a 
broad system of support for stu-
dents across campuses.

´,Q� P\� WZHQW\� \HDUV� LQ� WKH�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV� RI� WZR� XQLYHUVL�
ties, I have from time to time had 

WKH�YHU\�VDG�GXW\�RI�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�
a student’s grieving family and 
friends, but I have never before ex-
SHULHQFHG� WZR�VXFK� WUDJHGLHV� LQ�D�
VLQJOH�ZHHN�µ�KH�ZURWH�

The pair of deaths shocked a 
University that had just mourned 
the death of freshman Sean Keefer 
LQ�-DQXDU\��$OO�WKUHH�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�
residents of West Hall, and both 
Asma’s and Keefer’s deaths have 
been labeled as suicides. Red-
ZRRG·V� GHDWK� LV� QRW� EHLQJ� LQYHV�
tigated as a homicide, but neither 
SROLFH�QRU�'�&�·V�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU�
KDYH�\HW�FRQÀ�UPHG�D�FDXVH�

For the communities most 
DͿ�HFWHG�� WKH� ODVW� VHYHUDO� GD\V�
KDYH� EHHQ� À�OOHG� ZLWK� KHDUWEUHDN�

and struggles of understanding. 
Friends stood shoulder to shoulder 
ZLWK�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�7KXUVGD\�DW�
D�FDQGOH�OLW� VHUYLFH��ZKHUH�$VPD·V�
parents asked students to be strong 
and look out for others in distress. 
&RXQVHOLQJ�FHQWHU�VWDͿ��KDYH�VSHQW�
hours visiting communities such 
as the University Honors Program 
and the Beta Theta Pi fraternity, 
ZKLOH� FRXQVHORUV� KDYH� PHW� ZLWK�
West Hall residents both one-on-
one and in small groups.

7-� %URZQ�� D� VRSKRPRUH� ZKR�
had steered Asma through their 
IUDWHUQLW\·V� QHZ� PHPEHU� SURFHVV��
VDLG�KLV�GHDWK�KDV�EHHQ�GL��FXOW�IRU�
the chapter, but has brought them 
together.

“Every time I turn a corner, 
WKHUH·V�D�EURWKHU�ZKR�ZLOO�JLYH�PH�
D�KXJ�DQG�DVN�PH�KRZ�,·P�GRLQJ�µ�
%URZQ�VDLG�

Balancing the outreach
Administrators and depart-

ment leaders have been cautious 
ZLWK� WKHLU� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� WR� VWX�
dents potentially impacted by the 
recent deaths.

Michael King, chair of the 
chemistry department, said he has 
UHDFKHG�RXW�WR�VRPH�RI�5HGZRRG·V�
lab partners and other professors 
KDYH� VSRNHQ�ZLWK� KHU� FODVVPDWHV��
But he said some of his colleagues 
believe that the outreach is not 
necessarily appropriate across the 
University “because there are a lot 
of feelings involved.”

7KH�GD\�DIWHU�&KULVWPDV��ZRP�
en’s basketball co-captain Megan 
Nipe fully tore the ACL in her right 
leg. The graduate student’s season 
and career should have been over 
DIWHU�À�YH�\HDUV�ZLWKRXW�D�SRVWVHDVRQ�
appearance.

When head coach Jonathan 
Tsipis told his leading scorer about 
the extent of her injury, she stared 
him back in the face and spoke de-
À�DQWO\��VD\LQJ�´&RDFK��,�ZDQW�WR�GR�
this,” said Tsipis.

Over the next three months, 
1LSH�À�JXUHG�RXW�ZD\V�WR�SOD\��6KH�
VDW� RXW� À�YH� JDPHV�ZKLOH� KHU� NQHH�
regained some stability and then 
never missed another contest. She 
skipped just one practice along the 
ZD\�

1LSH� ZHQW� RQ� WR� UHFRUG� KHU�
1,000th career point and remained 
the Colonials’ dominant scoring 
WKUHDW�LQ�WKHLU�À�UVW�PDMRU�SOD\RͿ��UXQ�
since 2008.

0HDQZKLOH�� VKH�KDUERUHG�D� VH�
cret injury.

Tsipis and athletics director Pat-
rick Nero decided not to disclose 
Nipe’s ACL tear, fearing that oppo-
QHQWV�ZRXOG�H[SORLW�KHU� LQVWDELOLW\��

Tsipis only revealed the injury after 
WKH�&RORQLDOV·�:RPHQ
V�1,7�6ZHHW�
���ORVV�WR�6RXWK�)ORULGD�WZR�ZHHNV�
ago.

%XW�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VHFUHW�WRRN�
D� WROO� RQ� 1LSH·V� FRQÀ�GHQFH� ZKLOH�
VKH�JRW�XVHG�WR�KHU�QHZ�UROH�RͿ��WKH�
bench.

´:KDW·V� ZRUVH"� 6WUXJJOLQJ� LQ�
SXEOLF�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�UHDOO\�NQRZV�

ZKDW·V� ZURQJ�� RU� VWUXJJOLQJ� RQO\�
ZKHQ� \RXU� WHDPPDWHV� NQRZ"� 7R�
everyone else it just looks like you’re 
not that great anymore,” Nipe said. 
“In your head you go, ‘If only you 
NQHZ��\RX�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�VD\LQJ�KDOI�
WKH�WKLQJV�\RX�GR�
�%XW�LW�ZDV�IRU�WKH�
good of the team.”

“Not right now”

Nipe led the Colonials in scor-
LQJ� WKURXJK� WKHLU� À�UVW� ��� JDPHV��
including a career-high 31 points 
in the shocking upset of then-No. 
��� &DOLIRUQLD� ZKHQ� VKH� OLIWHG� WKH�
WHDP�WR�YLFWRU\�ZLWK����VHFRQG�KDOI�
points.

6KH�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�EHVW�VFRUHU�LQ�
WKH�$WODQWLF�����ZKLOH�WKH�WHDP�ZDV�
����WKURXJK�'HF�����

´,�KDG�IHOW�OLNH�,�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�WKH�
best basketball of my career,” Nipe 
VDLG��´:H�KDG�EHHQ�SOD\LQJ�VR�ZHOO�
going into that Christmas break.”

The team seemed ready to vie 
for a top position in the A-10 con-

ference after the addition of sopho-
more transfer Jonquel Jones – a 
��IRRW��� SRVW� SUHVHQFH� ZKR� FRXOG�
foster a potent inside-outside game. 
7KH�WZR�SOD\HG�RQH�JDPH�WRJHWKHU�
and combined for 40 points.

)LYH�GD\V� ODWHU��1LSH� IHOO�ZKLOH�
driving to the basket in a practice 
drill. Assistant athletic trainer Chad 
-RQHV�VDLG�KLV�À�UVW�WKRXJKW�ZKHQ�VKH�
KLW�WKH�FRXUW�ZDV��´1RW�ULJKW�QRZ�µ

´:H�ZHUH�DERXW�WR�JHW�>-RQTXHO�
Jones] into the lineup and really see 
ZKHUH�WKLV�WHDP�FRXOG�JR��,W�ZDV�QRW�
a good day,” the trainer said.

When graduate student guard 
'DQQL� -DFNVRQ�� 1LSH
V� EHVW� IULHQG�
DQG� IHOORZ� WHDP� OHDGHU�� KHDUG� WKH�
QHZV� VKH� UDQ� LQ� WHDUV� WR� À�QG� KHU�
friend.

´6KH�NHSW� WHOOLQJ�PH�� ¶,·P�À�QH��
,·P� À�QH�·� ,� ZDV� MXVW� UHDOO\� FU\LQJ��
OLNH� LI� \RX� ORVW� D� GRJ�� ,�ZDV� UHDOO\�
KXUW��� -DFNVRQ� VDLG�� �<RX�ZRXOG·YH�
thought it happened to me."

Jackson became a source of 
comfort for Nipe as she came to 
WHUPV�ZLWK�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�LQMXU\�

´,�ZDV�LQ�P\�URRP�ZLWK�'DQQL�
ZKHQ�LW�KLW�PH��EHFDXVH�LW�KDG�EHHQ�
such a great year so far. It kind of hit 

A secret injury, a risky return and a 'stubborn' athlete's will to play

After tragedies, campus begins healing process
Freshman
remembered for
magnetic presence

$� IHZ� ZHHNV� DIWHU� DUULYLQJ� DW�
GW last fall, Benjamin Asma and his 
IULHQGV�ZDONHG�SDVW�WKH�GR]HQV�RI�WD�
EOHV�DW�WKH�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IDLU�LQ�
University Yard.

%XW�ZKHQ�KLV�IULHQGV�WULHG�WR�PRYH�
on from a booth, they had to stop and 
ZDLW�EHFDXVH�$VPD�ZDV�VLJQLQJ�XS�IRU�
another group’s email list.

� ´,W� ZDV� KLODULRXV�� EXW� WKDW� ZDV�
%HQ�µ� VDLG� IUHVKPDQ� (PLO\� 'HDQQH��
one of Asma’s close friends and neigh-
ERUV�LQ�:HVW�+DOO��́ +H�KDG�VXFK�D�ZLOG�
spirit and a kind heart.”

The 19-year-old freshman’s death 
ODVW� ZHHN�� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� DQ� DSSDUHQW�
suicide attempt, stunned his self-
proclaimed “West Hall family” and 
VHQW�VKRFNZDYHV�DFURVV�D�FDPSXV�VWLOO�
JUDSSOLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� GHDWK� RI� VHQLRU�
/\QOH\� 5HGZRRG� RQ� 7XHVGD\�� %RWK�
ZHUH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�:HVW�+DOO�

$VPD�ZDV�DFWLYH�LQ�À�YH�RUJDQL]D�
WLRQV�LQ�KLV�À�UVW�\HDU�DW�*:��+H�SOD\HG�
WKH�WURPERQH�LQ�*:�%DQG��ZDV�D�VWDU�
EUHDVW�VWURNHU�IRU�WKH�FOXE�VZLPPLQJ�
team and a pledge in the Beta Theta 
3L� IUDWHUQLW\��+H�ZDV� DOVR� D�PHPEHU�

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
West Hall, which houses about 280 students on the Mount Vernon 
Campus, has lost three residents in the last three months.

See HEALING Page 5
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MOURNS DEATHS 
OF WEST HALL 
STUDENTS
Memories of two West Hall 
residents poured onto the 
Marvin Center terrace at an 
intimate vigil Thursday.

Video by Jacqueline Thomsen & 
Kendall Payne
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by NICK RICE

We started off by 
raising the most money, 
gathering the most signatures, 
having a great office, the most 
volunteers and signs everywhere. 
I have no regrets about what we 
could have done better.

WEST HALL 
FRESHMAN 
DIES
The 19-year-old freshman 
who was rushed to the 
hospital Tuesday afternoon 
died after an apparent 
suicide, his parents said 
Thursday evening.

Tuesday, April 8

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Fireworks exploded over the Washington Channel next to the Tidal Basin on Saturday to celebrate the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival. This annual event commemorates former Tokoyo mayor Yukio Ozaki’s gift of 3,000 cherry trees given to D.C. in 1912. 
Cherry blossoms are one of the District’s most popular spring tourist attractions, drawing in over 1.5 million people each year.

JACK EVANS, Foggy Bottom’s 
representative on the D.C. Council, after 
finishing fourth in the city’s Democratic 
mayoral primary on Tuesday.

SENIOR FOUND 
DEAD IN WEST 
HALL
Campus police found the 
female student around 7:30 
a.m. in her fourth-floor room 
in the largest residence 
hall on the Mount Vernon 
Campus.

Why Teach? Panel with 
Arne Duncan 
Join the Secretary of Education, 
GW faculty and alumni for a panel 
discussion on teaching.
Marvin Center Continental Ballroom

Evening with the Experts
Meet with alumni who have 
studied abroad and learn more 
about their experiences.

Skeet Shooting with GW 
TRAiLS
Go skeet shooting in Prince George’s 
County with GW TRAiLS. No 
experience is necessary.

DRUG LAW VIOLATION
Ivory Tower

Case closed
The University Police Department detected a suspi-
cious odor. An administrative search of a room 
yielded about 15 grams of marijuana and parapher-
nalia.
Referred for disciplinary action

DESTRUCTION
Madison Hall

Case closed
$�VWDͿ�PHPEHU�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�ZLQGRZV�LQ�WKH�ÀIWK��
DQG�VL[WK�ÁRRU�NLWFKHQV�ZHUH�EURNHQ�
No suspects or witnesses

DRUG LAW VIOLATION/LIQUOR LAW 
VIOLATION
JBKO Hall

Case closed
83'�GHWHFWHG�D�VXVSLFLRXV�RGRU�DQG�QRWLÀHG�KRXVH�
VWDͿ��$Q�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�VHDUFK�\LHOGHG�PDULMXDQD��
GUXJ�SDUDSKHUQDOLD�ZLWK�FRFDLQH�UHVLGXH��QRQ�SUH-
VFULEHG�$GGHUDOO�WDEOHWV��DOFRKRO�DQG�IRXU�IUDXGX-
OHQW�GULYHUV·�OLFHQVHV��7ZR�VWXGHQWV��RQH�PDOH�DQG�
RQH�IHPDOH��ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�IRU�SRVVHVVLRQ.
Closed by arrest

–Compiled by Benjamin Kershner

GW School of Business 
Graduate Programs Info 
Session
Network with deans, faculty and 
admissions counselors in the GW 
School of Business.
Duquès Hall���6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 9 Saturday, April 12
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Curriculum
revamp for
human
services

When Kelsey Edwards joined 
D.C. Reads her freshman year, she 
immediately noticed that nearly 
all of the students she tutored were 
black or Latino – while nearly all 
of her fellow workers were white.

That was troubling because, 
she said, most students “respond 
better to people who look like 
them.” Her observations in the 
FODVVURRP�²�DQG�KHU�HͿ�RUWV� WR� UH�
cruit a more diverse tutoring base 
– are now the basis of her research 
SDSHU�IRU�D�FODVV�FDOOHG�KXPDQ�VHU�
YLFHV� DQG� FRPPXQLW\� HPSRZHU�
ment.

7KDW� NLQG� RI� UHVHDUFK�EDVHG��
VHUYLFH�OHDUQLQJ�FODVV��RQH�RI�DERXW�
���RͿ�HUHG�IRU�WKH�KXPDQ�VHUYLFHV�
majors each year, will serve as a 
PRGHO� DV� WKH� URXJKO\� ���VWXGHQW�
SURJUDP�XQGHUJRHV�LWV�À�UVW�PDMRU�
curriculum overhaul since it was 
founded three decades ago.

“We wanted to help make 
FOHDU� LV�KXPDQ� VHUYLFHV� LV� D�À�HOG��
We’re trying to help people build 
more sense of communities,” said 
(PLO\�0RUULVRQ��WKH�SURJUDP·V�GL�
rector and an assistant professor of 
sociology.

Starting this fall, the program 
will require students to take new 
introductory and capstone courses 
WKDW�VWUHVV�D�UHDO�ZRUOG�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
RI� ZKDW� WKH\� OHDUQ� LQ� WKH� FODVV�
room. The new courses will also 
put more focus on issues like civil 
rights and social inequality.

While human services classes 
KDYH� DOZD\V� LQFOXGHG� D� VHUYLFH�
learning component, the new 
curriculum aims to improve the 
sequence in which students have 
those experiences.

The human services program 
ZDV� À�UVW� RͿ�HUHG� WR� XQGHUJUDGX�
ates in the 1980s – in what is now 
the Graduate School for Education 
and Human Development – to 
KHOS� WDFNOH� ´FLYLO� XQUHVW�µ� 0RUUL�
son said.

The small program, now 
KRXVHG� ZLWKLQ� WKH� VRFLRORJ\� GH�
SDUWPHQW��KDV�Á�XFWXDWHG�LQ�HQUROO�
PHQW� EXW� DYHUDJHG� DERXW� ��� VWX�
GHQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW�À�YH�\HDUV�

Human services graduates 
W\SLFDOO\�JR�RQH�RI�WKUHH�URXWHV�DI�
ter graduating: joining programs 
like the Peace Corps or Teach for 
$PHULFD��ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�QRQSURÀ�W�
sector or going to graduate school, 
Morrison said.

The curriculum overhaul will 
EH� EDVHG� RQ� GR]HQV� RI� H[LW� LQWHU�
views given by every graduating 
senior for the last three years, in 
which students were asked about 
how prepared they felt to enter the 
workforce.

Under the new requirements, 
VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�ZRUN�ZLWK�RQH�QRQ�
SURÀ�W� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RYHU� PXOWLSOH�
semesters to help them gain a 
GHHSHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKDW� RUJD�
nization and the social problems it 
tackles.

This model is important, said 
Elizabeth Shrader, a lecturer for 
the last six years who requires 
students to write business plans 
IRU�QRQSURÀ�WV�� 6KH� VDLG�*:�KDV�
UHFHQWO\�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�RUJDQL]D�
tions like Jumpstart and the D.C. 
Center for the LGBT Community, 
ZKLFK� FDQ·W� DͿ�RUG� WR� KDYH� WKHLU�
RZQ�VWDͿ��VSHQG�PRQWKV�RU�\HDUV�
tackling research questions.

´,·YH� VHHQ� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� EH�
FRPH� PXFK� PRUH� SURIHVVLRQDO�
L]HG�� DQG� ,� WKLQN�EHIRUH� WKH� VWX�
dents have pushed them to have 
a more robust structure,” she 
said.

Travis McCoy, a sophomore 
who declared his human services 
major immediately after coming 
WR�*:�� VDLG� KLV� VHUYLFH�OHDUQLQJ�
classes have given him a chance 
WR� KLV� SDVVLRQ� LQ� WKH� QRQSURÀ�W�
VHFWRU�� DGYRFDWLQJ� IRU� /*%7� LV�
sues.

“In almost every class, one of 
the major focuses is on passion, 
because we’re going to go into 
QRQSURÀ�WV�µ� KH� VDLG�� ´+XPDQ�
services work is a struggle. It’s 
not a lot of pay and it’s very time 
consuming, but I think it’s good 
to get that motivation now.”

–Mary Ellen McIntire 
contributed to this report.

7KRXJK�KH�À�QLVKHG�ZLWK�RQO\�
5 percent of the vote in last week’s 
Democratic mayoral primary, 
WZR�GHFDGH�&RXQFLO�PHPEHU�-DFN�
Evans says he did everything right 
in the race.

By nearly all accounts, Evans’ 
FDPSDLJQ� UDQ� OLNH� D� ZHOO�RLOHG�
PDFKLQH� IURP� KLV� ��WK� 6WUHHW� RI�
À�FH��UDNLQJ�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ������PLO�
lion in contributions, attracting 
big crowds at D.C. landmarks like 
Ben’s Chili Bowl and covering 
hundreds of lampposts with signs 
throughout the city.

´:H�VWDUWHG�RͿ��E\�UDLVLQJ�WKH�
most money, gathering the most 
VLJQDWXUHV�� KDYLQJ� D� JUHDW� R��FH��
WKH�PRVW�YROXQWHHUV�DQG�VLJQV�HY�
erywhere,” Evans said Thursday. 
“I have no regrets about what we 
could have done better.”

But after his distant fourth 
SODFH�À�QLVK��IDU�EHKLQG�WKH�ZLQQHU�
0XULHO�%RZVHU��PDQ\�KDYH�SRLQW�

ed to Evans’ failure to connect and 
relate to voters.

Even though Evans pushed 
KLV� WZR�GHFDGH�ORQJ� HFRQRPLF�
UHFRUG�RQ�WKH�'�&��&RXQFLO�DQG�DW�
tracted support from businesses, 
Evans couldn’t overcome his close 
ties with embattled incumbent 
Mayor Vincent Gray, said Corey 
*ROGVWRQH��ZKR�KHOSHG� VWHHU�(Y�
ans’ campaign communication.

Evans, who has been friends 
with Gray for years, struggled to 
separate himself once the mayor 
jumped in the race in January. He 
GHFLGHG�QRW�WR�WDNH�D�KDUG�OLQH�DS�
proach against the accusations of 
corruption, which Goldstone said 
hurt the campaign’s chances with 
YRWHUV�ZKR�ZDQWHG�*UD\�RXW�RI�RI�
À�FH�

´5XQQLQJ� DQ� DQWL�*UD\� FDP�
paign was not in the DNA of an 
Evans campaign. Jack was just 
never very comfortable criticizing 
the mayor,” Goldstone said.

Mark Plotkin, an alumnus and 
correspondent at BBC News, said 
(YDQV·�IDLOXUH�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�YRW�
ers in his own ward revealed his 
message’s weaknesses.

´,� WKLQN� WKH� WKLQJ� WKDW� GLV�
turbed him was that his own ward 
didn’t even vote for him. It hurts 
when your own people don’t do 

that,” Plotkin said. 
Evans pulled in 
about 18 percent 
of the vote in Ward 
2.

G o l d s t o n e 
said Evans – and 
PRVW� RI� KLV� FDP�
SDLJQ�VWDͿ��²�ZHUH�
FDXJKW� RͿ�� JXDUG�
ZKHQ� *UD\� DQ�
nounced he 
would run for 
reelection this 
winter because 
RI� ZKDW� WKH\� EH�
lieved was an 
LPPLQHQW� LQGLFW�
ment. He said 
they believed the 
chances of Gray 
running again 

was less than 25 percent.
7KHQ�DV�*UD\�SXOOHG�LQ�IXQG�

raising totals to rival Evans, and 
Council member Muriel Bowser 
QDEEHG�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�3RVW·V�HQ�
dorsement, the race shaped up to 
a duel between Bowser and Gray.

Bowser, a Ward 4 Council 
member whose family has long 
been active in D.C. politics, earned 
the surprise victory in last week’s 
election with 44 percent of the 
vote.

She also pulled in about 50 
percent of the vote in Ward 2, 
an area that includes GW, where 
Gray had been a student in the 
����V��(YDQV�VDLG�WKH�ORVV�LQ�VXS�
port was because locals doubted 
he could beat an incumbent.

Willem Brakel, 64, said 
though he lives in Evans’ ward, 
he voted for Bowser because he 
thought she was the candidate 
ZKR� FRXOG� PRYH� WKH� FLW\� IRU�
ZDUG� DQG� DZD\� IURP� WKH� FRU�
ruption that marred the Gray 
administration.

“I have considerable respect 
for Jack, but I think he is part 
of an older generation,” Brakel 
said. “I think a white mayor in 
his 60s from Georgetown doesn’t 
capture the imaginations of this 
ZKROH� FLW\�� +H� GRHVQ·W� XQGHU�
stand, and he doesn’t have the 
energy that Muriel Bowser has. 
She is young – she is part of a 
new generation.”

Evans’ popularity was also 
WHPSHUHG�E\�KLV�WLHV�WR�ELJ�EXVL�
QHVV�LQ�D�FLW\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�LV�
VXHV�OLNH�DͿ�RUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�DQG�
EHLQJ�SULFHG�RXW� RI� WKHLU�QHLJK�
borhoods, he said.

“He’s a candidate who has 
made his name developing the 
downtown area and dramatically 
improving the quality of life in his 
ward, but people in other wards 
VDZ�-DFN�DQG�VDLG��¶'RHV�KH�XQGHU�
stand my life or my problems?’” 
*ROGVWRQH� VDLG�� ´$Ϳ�RUGDELO�
LW\�� JHQWULÀ�FDWLRQ�� DQ\� WLPH� WKHVH�
words were mentioned, it was a 
negative for Jack and a positive for 
other candidates who showed it 

was their chief concern.”
0RUH� WKDQ� KDOI� RI� '�&�� UHVL�

dents believe the city’s booming 
GHYHORSPHQW�EHQHÀ�WV�ZKLWHV�DQG�
wealthy individuals more than 
EODFNV�DQG� ORZ�LQFRPH�UHVLGHQWV��
leaving the city divided along 
racial and socioeconomic lines, 
according to a January poll in the 
Washington Post.

3ORWNLQ�VDLG�:DUG����ZKLFK�LQ�
FOXGHV�*:�DQG�*HRUJHWRZQ�8QL�
versity, could have been an Evans 
stronghold if he’d managed to 
get votes from college students, a 
demographic that rarely votes in 
city elections.

7RP�/LQGHQIHOG��WKH�WRS�VWUDW�
egist for Bowser’s campaign who 
also worked for former mayor 
Adrian Fenty, said the results of 
the election show that the city 
ZDQWHG�D�IUHVK�VWDUW�ZLWK�D�UHODW�
able mayor.

´7KH� ERWWRP� OLQH� LV�� 0X�
riel was the only candidate who 
ran throughout the entire city. 
No other candidate appealed 
to voters and tried to appeal to 
voters in areas that were black 
and white, rich and poor, and at 
the end of the day that worked,” 
Lindenfeld said.

Bowser now has eight 
PRQWKV� XQWLO� WKH� JHQHUDO� HOHF�
WLRQ�� ZKHUH� VKH� ZLOO� IDFH� 'D�
vid Catania, an independent, 
DW�ODUJH� &RXQFLO� PHPEHU� ZKR�
is the chair of the education 
committee. She has promised 
to improve middle schools by 
replicating successful programs 
LQ� FHUWDLQ� SDUWV� RI� WKH� FLW\�� DS�
point a “deputy mayor East of 
the River” and create incentives 
IRU�À�UVW�WLPH�KRPH�EX\HUV�

–Rachael Gerendasy contributed 
reporting.

COLLEEN MURPHY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

After praising mayor’s tenure, 
Jack Evan’s mayoral bid misses the mark

Neighbors, students still searching for ways to ease tension

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

D.C. Council member Jack Evans 
earned just 5 percent of the vote in 
the Democratic mayoral primary last 
week. Evans, who is Foggy Bottom’s 
representative, has been on the 
Council for 23 years.

$IWHU�GHFDGHV�RI�WHQVH�UHODWLRQ�
ships with the University, many of 
the neighborhood’s top activists 
believed last fall that things would 
EH�GLͿ�HUHQW�WKLV�DFDGHPLF�\HDU�

GW had made big promises: 
DQ� RQOLQH� FRPSODLQW� IRUP�� D� FRO�
OHFWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV·�RͿ��FDPSXV�DG�
GUHVVHV�DQG�DQ�RQ�FDPSXV� MXQLRU�
housing mandate starting with the 
Class of 2018.

But since then, many of the 
neighbors now say relations with 
VWXGHQWV�QH[W�GRRU�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�
just as sour since GW pulled back 
on some of its plans to crack down 
RQ� URZG\� VWXGHQWV� RͿ�� FDPSXV��
and other ideas – like the online 
complaint form – failed to catch 
on.

“It’s very frustrating because 
we’ve talked and talked and I’ve 
had many conversations with 
VWXGHQWV�� ,W� VHHPV� WKHUH� LV� D� IXQ�
damental lack of understanding,” 
Streznewski said. “We were here 
before GW got so big – we own 
houses and pay property taxes 
and it is not unreasonable that we 
want to sleep.”

-XVW� PRQWKV� HDUOLHU�� WKH� GH�
FDGH�ORQJ� UHVLGHQW� VDLG� VKH� ZDV�
“cautiously optimistic” about the 
University’s plans after neighbors’ 
GHPDQGV�IRU�VWULFWHU�SROLFLHV�UHJX�
ODWLQJ� RͿ�� FDPSXV� FRQGXFW� ZHQW�
unanswered for years.

She said neighbors noware 
“sick and tired” of the boisterous 

SDUWLHV�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�WULHG�WR�UH�
SRUW�WR�*:�DQG�0HWURSROLWDQ�3R�
OLFH�'HSDUWPHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�NQRFN�
ing on the doors of noisy students.

Many have started to mobilize 
on an email listserv, made plans to 
DOO�VWDUW�Á�RRGLQJ�*:·V�FRPSODLQW�
hotline with calls whenever a 
party starts, and sent emails about 
“drunken hooligans” roaming 
the streets late at night, throwing 
noisy parties and leaving trash on 
the sidewalks.

Some landlords tried charging 
����� GROODU� À�QHV� IRU� QRLVH� FRP�
plaints.

)RU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�PXOWLSOH�KRXV�
es on the edge of campus, their 

neighbors’ frustration has been 
channeled through threatening 
notes, “vigilante” patrols of the 
QHLJKERUKRRG��H[SOHWLYH�À�OOHG�H[�
changes in their backyards – and 
IRU� DW� OHDVW� À�YH� VWXGHQWV�� SURED�
tion.

While students rarely go on 
SUREDWLRQ� IRU� EHKDYLRU� RͿ�� FDP�
pus, said Andrew Goretsky, the 
GLUHFWRU�RI�RͿ��FDPSXV�VWXGHQW�DI�
fairs, a house of students landed 
on probation last week for holding 
ORXG� SDUWLHV� LQ� WKHLU� RͿ��FDPSXV�
townhouse.

One student who has recently 
ODQGHG�RQ�SUREDWLRQ��ZKR�UHTXHVW�
ed anonymity, said a neighbor 

walked by his house at the start of 
D.C.’s mandated quiet hours and 
threatened them for hosting loud 
parties. He added that another 
QHLJKERU�\HOOHG�DW� WKHP�IRU�JULOO�
ing outdoors during the day.

“They can call in whatever 
they want and they’re forced to 
explain ourselves when most 
FRPSODLQWV�GRQ·W�KDYH�DQ\�YDOLG�
ity,” the student said.

Tension between neighbors 
and the University as a whole has 
GHFOLQHG� VLQFH� WKH� ���\HDU� WHQXUH�
of former University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who 
SXVKHG�PDVVLYH�FDPSXV�GHYHORS�
ment projects that left neighbors 
feeling pushed aside. University 
President Steven Knapp, who 
holds October block parties and 
spring barbecues for neighbors, 
has received a better reception 
from most neighbors.

Robert Vogt, who has lived on 
24th and I Streets for more than 
IRXU�GHFDGHV��VDLG�KH�WKLQNV�FRP�
munication between neighbors 
and the University has improved 
since he came to Foggy Bottom, 
but doesn’t see an easy answer to 
quelling neighbor concerns.

“The students think that this is 
their campus and the people that 
live here think that this is their 
community,” he said. “I think we 
have reached a point where I don’t 
WKLQN�ZH�ZLOO�HYHU�VROYH�WKH�SURE�
lem we can only work towards a 
solution.”

–Benjamin Kershner contributed 
to this report

COLLEEN MURPHY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

How Foggy Bottom’s
Council member was
crushed in own ward

50-student program
looks to stress
service-learning

''''
We wanted to help make

clear human services
is a fi eld. We’re trying to 

help people build 
more senses

of community.
EMILY MORRISON

Program Director

DESIREE HALPERN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Tension between neighbors and students who live in townhouses off 
campus were supposed to temper this year because of new initiatives 
by GW. Instead, the two sides often still bicker over noise and paries.
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 STAFF EDITORIAL

COLLECTIVE SADNESS, 
COLLECTIVE ACTION

Working through questions after campus heartbreak

Since news broke last week 
that students in the Mount Ver-
non Campus’ West Hall would 
be without two of their neighbors 
for the rest of the spring semes-
ter, there’s been an outpouring of 
support toward those intimately 
affected – even from complete 
strangers.

In a time of campus-wide de-
spair after two student deaths in 
one week, open displays of love 
and camaraderie were reassuring.

At an intimate candlelight 
vigil Thursday night, students, 
faculty, administrators and par-
ents gathered on the Marvin Cen-
ter terrace to share memories and 
collectively mourn freshman Ben 
Asma and senior Lynley Red-
wood.

One particularly notable mo-
ment was when Student Associa-
tion executive vice president Kos-
tas Skordalos, who had known 
Redwood for years, talked about 
the importance of not letting 
friends drift away.

“If you guys ever have friends 
and you’re worried about them, 
just always reach out,” he said. 
“I’m seeing people I haven’t seen 
in four or five years, and I hate 
that it took this long under these 
circumstances to see them.”

But we can’t help but think 
that the reaction – while positive 
and meaningful – is distressingly 
temporary as the tragedy begins 
to fade from the public conscious-
ness. Outpouring of support 
seems to dissipate too quickly 
after each moment of heartbreak. 
The stigma surrounding mental 
health is still pervasive no matter 
how aggressively students advo-
cate for more campus counseling 
resources.

Students should feel as 
though this campus can provide 
them with safe harbor, allow-
ing each and every one of us to 
have somewhere to seek solace. 
This strong sense of community 
we have felt over the past week 
should not dwindle, even as the 
specifics of the stories fade from 
immediate memory and GW be-
gins its journey toward feeling 
whole again.

The responsibility to help peo-
ple heal is not one that falls solely 
on the University Counseling 
Center, which held much-needed 
sessions on the Mount Vernon 
Campus last week.

In fact, we all have a part to 
play in fighting the stigma sur-
rounding mental health treat-
ment. We all have an obligation to 
welcome any and all students into 
our collective fold, doing our best 
to alleviate judgmental thoughts 
and phrases from our campus 
lexicon. If friends seem unhappy 
or lost, we have a responsibility to 
embrace their struggles instead of 
turning the other way.

The service held Thursday 
was small. There was no campus-
wide email notifying the entire 
community that it was happening. 
The event wasn’t shared on the 
University’s Facebook or Twitter 
accounts. People who attended 
were those who were part of the 
same communities as the students 
who died. We understand that in 
times of deep mourning, it may be 
best to keep these kinds of events 
between close friends.

But there is a collective sad-
ness at hand, too, that you might 
have experienced walking around 
campus.

It is important that in the 
upcoming days, all students 
find ways to grieve and to heal, 
whether that’s at a large Univer-
sity-sponsored memorial service, 
at a series of mental health discus-
sions, at a short meeting with a 
student organization or club team, 
or even with some good friends.

Even after our grief heals, 
our support systems must stand 
strong when the sadness subsides. 
Our work to come together cannot 
be fleeting.

When a single residence 
hall loses three of its 
students in the frighten-
ingly short span of three 

PRQWKV�� ZH� À�QG� IHZ� FHUWDLQWLHV� DQG�
facts to cling to.

Words elude us. Explanations are 
hazy. Rumors spread. We don’t know 
how to react, what emotions to feel or 
who to hug.

We’ve seen a tremendous out-
pouring of support for those close to 
Ben Asma and Lynley Redwood. But 
as a community, we’re still left with so 
many questions.

What is it that GW is missing?
As conversations move on to oth-

er topics, we’re left to struggle and 
ponder, weighing the knowns and 
unknowns.

What we know is that despite 
an increase in counseling services 
DQG� WLUHOHVV� HͿ�RUWV� E\� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
Counseling Center and student lead-
ers to improve a rocky history with 
mental health services, we still see 
students who are too afraid to discuss 
their struggles.

What we know is that there is still 
a pervasive stigma surrounding men-
tal health treatment. More often than 
not, students here and everywhere are 
afraid to share troubling truths and 
lean on others. Some of that stigma, 
of course, is deeply rooted and patho-
logical. Some of it is institutional.

But we want to know more. We 
want to understand the causes of this 

heartbreak in order to achieve peace.
Often, suicides are attributed to 

D� IHHOLQJ�RI� QRW�À�WWLQJ� LQ��$� VHQVH� RI�
alienation from the group. An im-
mense notion of loneliness that gets 
mixed with depression and mental 
anguish. So many of us are asking 
ourselves: Was that the case here?

But as much as we yearn for the 
truth – as much as we want all the 
answers – the bottom line is that we 
won’t know why these things happen.

Exploring heartbreak – and the 
reasons behind it – in times like these 
can be painful. But it can also be posi-
tive and worthwhile if it leads to sub-
stantive change, either on the Univer-

sity level or on a more personal one.
This tough question lingers: What 

is it that GW is missing? How do we 
build and sustain a campus commu-
nity where every single student feels 
FRQÀ�GHQW�HQRXJK�WR�VSHDN�XS�DQG��LI�
needed, ask for help?

It’s worth considering – under-
standing that a complete answer 
might never come – in the hope that 
we can collectively arrive at some sort 
of reassurance. If we can lift the social 
barriers that prevent even a few stu-
dents from seeking help, then we’ve 
taken small steps in the right direc-
tion.

As I watch tours of prospective 
students walk through the second 
Á�RRU� RI� *HOPDQ� /LEUDU\� ZKHUH� ,� VLW�
writing this column, I wonder how 
many of them know what we all know 
– that the University grieves this week 
after losing two of our own.

There’s so much I wish I could 
say to reassure them. As they traverse 
campus learning about the Universi-
W\·V�À�QDQFLDO�DLG�SROLFLHV�DQG�DFDGHP�
ic programs, I hope they also know 
this: GW is a place where, despite a 
SDUWLFXODUO\�GL��FXOW�VHPHVWHU��ODVWLQJ�
memories are made and a strong sense 
of community lives and breathes.

And when they matriculate here 
this fall, it’s their duty to make it even 
stronger.

–Justin Peligri, a junior majoring in 
political communication, is The Hatchet’s 

opinions editor.

Justin Peligri
Opinions Editor 

This tough question lingers: 
What is it that GW is missing? 
How do we build and sustain 
a campus community where 
every single student feels 
confi dent enough to speak up 
and, if needed, ask for help?

This tough question 
lingers: What is it that 
GW is missing? How do 
we build and sustain 
a campus community 

At a sprawling in-
stitution, how can 
we possibly get 
a sense of what 

GW’s true priorities are?
The answer: Look at the 

numbers.
We know that GW is 

VLJQLÀ�FDQWO\�RXWVSHQW�E\�LWV�
competitor schools in areas 
such as research, instruction 
and academic support.

$W�À�UVW�JODQFH�� LW� FRXOG�
seem like we have a crisis 
on our hands. If our mon-
ey isn’t spent there, where 
does it go?

Where we asked it to go.
GW allocates about 

$900 per student more on 
student services than any of 
its competitors. That mon-
ey – about $4,200 per stu-
dent – goes toward services 
“whose primary purpose 
is to contribute to students’ 
emotional and physical 
wellbeing,” like intramu-
ral sports, health services, 
student organization bud-
gets and the registrar. This 
doesn’t include other costs 
such as residence halls and 
dining.

While students might 
feel as though that expense 
is nothing in comparison to 
the nearly $60,000 they pay 
the University each year, the 
reality is that students need 
to consider what we really 
care about when we judge 
where our tuition goes.

GW is just responding 
to student needs, concerns 
and desires – perhaps more 
than American, George-
town and New York univer-
sities, which don’t spend as 
much as GW does on stu-
dent services. Even though 
we’re technically paying for 
an education, student life is 
a large component of our 
success at GW.

Students here would 
grumble if forced to endure 
the alternative.

Imagine attending a 
school that spends $16,000 
or more per student on re-
search, like Duke. Unless 
students are intimately in-
volved in research, that’s 
money that most under-
graduates never see. Those 
tuition dollars underpin the 

university’s research opera-
tion instead of giving stu-
dents the best bang for their 
buck.

Though GW lists Duke 
as a competitor school, our 
university will never be 
similar to the research pow-
erhouse in North Carolina. 
:H� KDYH� KLJKO\� GLͿ�HUHQW�
characters and missions.

This doesn’t mean that 
GW doesn’t care about stu-
dents’ educations. 
In fact, though it 
might be coun-
terintuitive, 
investments 
in student 
s e r v i c e s 
i m p r o v e 
graduation 
rates and 
i n c r e a s e 
s t u d e n t s ’ 
a c a d e m i c 
success, accord-
ing to researchers 
at Cornell University.

What do we really 
want, more money spent re-
cruiting the biggest names 
in research? Higher sala-
ries that will attract more 
prominent professors? 
Sure. That would be nice. 
But these aren’t things that 
,�Я�DQG�SUREDEO\�PRVW�RWKHU�
VWXGHQWV� Я� FRQVLGHU� FHQWUDO�
to the GW experience. At 
the end of the day, the way 
that they truly impact stu-
GHQWV� PLJKW� EH� GL��FXOW� WR�
identify.

The day-to-day aspects 
of student life – going to 
meetings, attending events 
or even just safely return-
ing to a dorm – are integral 
parts of our time at GW.

That’s what we asked 
for when we enrolled here.

–Sarah Blugis, a 
sophomore majoring in 

political communication, is a 
Hatchet columnist.

Sarah 
Blugis
Columnist

Spending balance 
is out of whack

Sometimes, it feels like 
GW throws our tu-
ition into a black hole. 
It’s nearly impossible 

to keep track of where it actu-
ally goes.

When we do get a peek 
DW� ZKHUH� WKH� PRQH\� Á�RZV��
priorities seem out of line. 
GW spent about 21 percent 
more per student than its 
market basket institutions on 
student services and spent 
less on academic causes in 
2012, according to the most 
recent data from the Depart-
ment of Education.

It is concerning that other 
top schools that we aspire to 
emulate don’t allocate their 
budgets in the same way. Al-

WKRXJK�ZH�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�
ly outspend simi-

lar universities 
in student 
services, we 
fall behind 
in spend-
ing on in-
struction, 

r e s e a r c h 
and academ-

ic support. 
7KH� GLͿ�HUHQFH�

LV� VLJQLÀ�FDQW��
as GW spends 

only about half of 
its instruction, research and 
academic support budget on 
research and two-thirds on 
classroom instruction.

The Innovation Task 
Force, a group of faculty and 
VWDͿ�� WKDW� WULHV� WR�SLWFK�SODQV�
to cut costs and raise rev-
enues across the University, 
VKRXOG�SXW�WKHLU�IRFXV�RQ�À�[�
ing this spending imbalance. 
What services are extrane-
ous, and where can GW cut 
costs to funnel more money 
into instruction and academ-
ics?

The group has already 
VXFFHHGHG�LQ�À�QGLQJ�WHQV�RI�
millions of extra dollars for 
academics and research, but 
it’s clear that the focus needs 
to shift toward cutting costs 
from student services and 
spending more on academ-
ics.

Classroom technologies 
are not nearly up to par. Yes, 
the Science and Engineering 
Hall, when complete, will be 
fully equipped with state-of-

the-art technologies, but the 
University can’t forget about 
the dozens of other buildings 
in need of improvements. 
Nearly all GW classrooms are 
equipped with obsolete tech-
nology, according to a 2012 
Faculty Senate report.

Great professors, too, 
are being lured away from 
GW due to uncompetitive 
salaries. The University made 
professor retention a key pri-
ority in 2012 after GW feared 
it would lose top faculty to 
more prestigious universities 
WKDW�RͿ�HU�KLJKHU�VDODULHV�

If GW wants to be a com-
petitive research institution, 
its budgetary focus needs to 
be on the instruction, an area 
WKDW�GLUHFWO\�DͿ�HFWV�SURIHVVRUV�
and the learning environ-
ment. At the end of the day, 
we are an educational orga-
nization, and underfunded 
LQVWUXFWLRQ�QHJDWLYHO\�DͿ�HFWV�
both the students and the 
University at large.

Even though we spend 
excessively on student ser-
vices, the University still falls 
short.

For instance, the Uni-
versity Counseling Center 
has excessive wait times 
and intramural sports face 
inadequate funding. If 
the University is going to 
spend disproportionately 
more on student services, 
students should feel as-
sured that these services 
are going to work well and 
run smoothly. It seems clear 
that we aren’t spending ef-
À�FLHQWO\�

At the end of the day, the 
University needs to cover the 
basics. Student services can 
make GW appear vivacious 
and caring – but it takes much 
more to cultivate a functional 
academic institution.

–The writer, a senior 
majoring in English and 

creative writing, is The 
Hatchet’s contributing opinions 

editor.

We need to ensure the support
on campus is not fl eeting

Student spending
fi ts priorities

in student 
s e r v i c e s 
i m p r o v e 
graduation 
rates and 
i n c r e a s e 

success, accord-
ing to researchers 
at Cornell University.

budgets in the same way. Al-
WKRXJK�ZH�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�

ly outspend simi-
lar universities 

ILLUSTRATION BY ISA GARCIA & 
MIKAELA MOSCHELLA 
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From Page 1

Community comes together after calm is shaken on quiet campus

Friends remember Asma for infectious smile, boundless energy
From Page 1

“We have been engag-
ing the students who were 
in classes with Lynley in 
conversations and provid-
ing them with opportunities 
to share their feelings, but I 
don’t want to impose the idea 
that that is something for the 
entire community at this mo-
ment,” King said.

GW has mobilized men-
tal health resources across 
the University, charging fac-
ulty in GW’s public health 
and medical schools to pro-
vide for students, if needed. 
7KH�R��FH�RI�SDUHQWV�VHUYLFHV�
has also answered calls and 
emails over the weekend, 
while Mount Vernon Cam-
SXV� KRXVH� VWDͿ�� KDYH� DGGHG�
extra meetings with students.

The University is also re-
lying on resources from out-
side mental health services, 
'HDQ�RI�6WXGHQW�$Ϳ�DLUV�3HWHU�
Konwerski said Saturday.

“We are not going to 
spare any resource,” Konwer-
ski said.

Universities’ responses to 
student deaths, particularly 
suicides, is part of a complex 
balancing act, experts say. 
Administrators must watch 
out for students who are di-
UHFWO\� DͿ�HFWHG� DV�ZHOO� DV� DW�
risk students across a univer-
sity, without overwhelming 
others in the community.

Campus-wide memorial 
services, announcements and 
outreach from the counseling 
center must be coordinated 
sensitively to avoid raising 
the levels of anxiety, said Vic-
tor Schwartz, the medical di-
rector for the Jed Foundation, 
D�1HZ�<RUN�EDVHG�QRQSURÀ�W�
that advocates for suicide 
prevention at universities.

There’s more pressure 
when a college has evidence 
of a suicide cluster – three or 
more incidents in one loca-
tion within a few weeks or 
months.

Schwartz said clusters are 
extremely rare, but are more 
common among young peo-
ple between the ages of 14 
and 25. He added that there 
is little understanding within 
the medical community of 
what can cause them but said 
students who die in these 
clusters, like all instances of 
suicide, are nearly always 

facing a range of psychologi-
cal problems.

“The trend is, in a sense, 
the unpredictability. There’s 
no obvious reason why [sui-
cide clusters] happen at a 
particular time. They will 
typically stop just as mysteri-
ously as they start,” he said.

Universities should 
also try to build a complete 
picture of the incidents be-
fore determining whether it 
should address a wider cam-
pus issue, said Alan Berman, 
the executive director of the 
American Association of Sui-
cidology.

“It may be premature and 
LQHͿ�HFWLYH�WR�MXPS�LQ�DQG�GR�
something without knowing 
as much as you can,” Ber-
man said. But he said Uni-
YHUVLW\�VWDͿ��PXVW�VWD\�FORVHO\�
attuned to the emotional re-
sponses of his acquaintances 
and friends, who will be “at 
increased risk for some time.”

GW’s mental health history
A decade ago this month, 

the campus was hit by anoth-
er string of student deaths: 
Three students had com-
mitted suicide within four 
months and seven died with-
in nine months, prompting a 
months-long investigation by 
��� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� DQG� VWDͿ��
members.

The sweeping 55-page 
report, released in Septem-
ber 2004, called for expanded 
EXGJHWV�� VWDͿ��� KRXUV� DQG�
training at the University 
Counseling Center.

7KHQ�8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVL�
dent Stephen Joel Trachten-
berg said Friday that calling 
the parents of those deceased 
students were some of the 
toughest moments of his 
presidency. After the report, 
he helped implement many 
of the report’s recommenda-
tions, but said Friday that 
QR�XQLYHUVLW\�FDQ�À�QG�D�WUXH�
solution to far-ranging prob-
lems like suicide.

“We live in a contingent 
universe and we’d like to 
think we have more control 
than we do,” Trachtenberg 
said. “This in no way means 
we shouldn’t try harder and 
VKRXOGQ·W�WU\�WR�À�JXUH�LW�RXW��
%XW�WKHUH·V�D�ORW�RI�VWXͿ��WKDW·V�
outside of your control de-
VSLWH�\RXU�EHVW�HͿ�RUWV�µ

About a month after 

Keefer took his life in Janu-
ary, the director of the Uni-
versity Counseling Center 
announced that he planned 
to ask the University to set 
aside money to hire a suicide 
prevention specialist. He also 
said he planned to expand 
WUDLQLQJ� IRU� IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDͿ��
by paying for online tutorials.

UCC has pushed out 
messaging this week about 
where students can receive 
help and has added three 
hours of counseling each day 
on the Mount Vernon Cam-
pus, which does not have its 
RZQ�KHDOWK�R��FHV�

Two groups of students 
have also formed their own 
mental health networks this 
week. A third started hold-
ing meetings at the end of last 
month.

GW Advocates, which 
is looking to document stu-
dents’ concerns in a report to 
top administrators, is plan-
ning a long-term campaign to 
press GW to reform its men-
tal health resources. Another 
organization, GW Unites, 
plans to create a student-run 
support network.

Concerns of an under-
IXQGHG� DQG� XQGHUVWDͿ�HG�
counseling center have re-
cently resurfaced.

Weisner said earlier this 
\HDU� WKDW� KLV� ���SHUVRQ� VWDͿ��
has been stretched to meet the 
rising demand of students. 
To accommodate more stu-
dents, he has increased group 
counseling, reevaluated the 
R��FH·V�ZDON�LQ�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�
increased the number of doc-
tors in its referral network. 
GW also announced last 
month that it would move 
the K Street counseling cent-
er, as well as the health center, 
to the Marvin Center in the 
heart of the Foggy Bottom 
Campus.

To help prevent students 
from falling through the 
cracks, GW also launched a 
mental health referral system 
called CARE Network two 
years ago, in which students 
and employees can submit 
names of individuals who 
may need extra support.

About a year after the 
system was launched, about 
275 students had been re-
ported but dozens of profes-
sors surveyed by The Hatch-
et said they had little or no 

knowledge of the system.
Konwerski said he had 

noticed anecdotally that the 
number of students reported 
through the CARE Network 
has increased after each of 
the recent student deaths. He 
said GW will continue edu-
cating students and faculty 
of the system, which became 
used by many universities 
nationally after tragedies 
like the Virginia Tech shoot-
ings in 2007.

Earlier this year, a student 
said she was told three years 
ago she would be expelled 
from the University months 
after attempting to commit 
suicide because she wanted 
to stop her UCC sessions and 
start receiving outside help. 
She ultimately transferred be-
fore returning to GW for her 
À�QDO�\HDU�

University spokeswom-
an Candace Smith reiterat-
ed on Saturday that “there 
is no university policy that 
threatens students who 
may be seeking to harm 
themselves with expulsion 

from the university.”

A shattered calm
The community that 

has been hit the hardest is 
the Mount Vernon Cam-
pus. The 23-acre suburban 
campus, with grassy hills, 
historic brick buildings 
and freshly updated ten-
QLV� FRXUWV�� RͿ�HUV� D� TXLHW�
respite from Foggy Bot-
tom. But as West Hall, the 
campus’ largest residence 
hall, lost its third student 
this semester, the calm has 
been shattered.

West Hall, which is 
quiet enough that it does 
QRW� KDYH� VHFXULW\� R��FHUV�
at its front desk, is home to 
about 280 freshmen and up-
perclassmen. With commu-
nal kitchens and common 
URRPV� RQ� HYHU\� Á�RRU�� VWX�
dents – freshmen in partic-
ular – frequently leave their 
doors open as they pass 
through each other’s rooms 
to study, cook together and 
watch TV.

For the last three days, 

VHYHUDO� À�UVW� Á�RRU� URRPV�
have served as makeshift 
FRXQVHOLQJ� FHQWHU� R��FHV�
for West Hall students. 
The University also add-
ed additional counseling 
hours at Eckles Library 
this weekend.

At a student-organized 
vigil on the Marvin Center 
terrace Thursday night, 
friends of Redwood and 
Asma walked one by one 
to the microphone to share 
stories of Redwood’s un-
bending friendship or As-
ma’s “contagious smile.”

When Asma’s par-
ents, Benjamin and Leann, 
stepped to the microphone, 
they said hearing their son’s 
friends share those kinds of 
memories was therapeutic.

“You guys are helping 
the healing process and 
helping us understand the 
environment he’s been in, 
and it’s beautiful,” Asma’s 
father said.

–Chloé Sorvino 
and Brianna Gurciullo 

contributed to this report.

of the University Honors 
3URJUDP�DQG�WROG�KLV�IDPLO\�
he wanted to be a doctor like 
his uncle and grandfather.

Still, he made plenty of 
time for his friends, playing 
Mario Kart and watching 
comedies with his room-
mates and hallmates nearly 
every day. On Sundays, the 
VHFRQG�Á�RRU� FRRNHG�GLQQHU�
together, and after every-
one else went back to their 
rooms, Asma would stay 
to wash the dishes. Other 
nights he would stay up late 
having deep conversations 
with classmates who need-
ed to open up to someone.

Asma, a biomedical 
engineering student, also 
made new friends quickly. 
One of his neighbors in 
West Hall said he could 
walk into a party and 
leave with 10 new friends, 
drawing people in with 
his infectious smile and 

easygoing personality.
Freshman Jessica Rya-

din, who lived in Somers 
Hall on the Mount Vernon 
Campus, said he always 
pushed her to work harder 
during class, at the gym and 
in the pool during their club 
swimming practices.

She once called him ask-
ing for help studying for a 
mathematics exam, and he 
appeared by her side in the 
library within minutes. She 
had worked on one problem 
for an hour, and he showed 
KHU� KRZ� WR� VROYH� LW� LQ� À�YH�
minutes.

But Ryadin said that just 
before spring break, Asma 
told her he wasn’t happy 
on campus. He had said his 
classes did not challenge 
him and that he wanted to 
transfer.

“I was shocked. Every-
thing was going great for 
him,” Ryadin said. “And 
it wasn’t that it was hard. 
It was the opposite. It was 

too easy for him.”
Freshman Walker Smith 

had also met Asma through 
the club swimming team, 
and the pair quickly be-
came close friends who 
talked every day and once 
walked around campus 
talking until 5 a.m.

He had last spoken 
to Asma on Sunday, two 
days before his suicide at-
tempt. Asma told him that 
KH�KRSHG�6PLWK�ZRXOG�À�QG�
happiness in his life, words 
that resonated with Smith 
only after learning of his 
friend’s death.

“I can honestly say 
that Ben changed my life. 
+H� ZDV� WKH� À�UVW� SHUVRQ� ,�
ever felt truly like myself 
around, like I could do 
anything or say anything 
and he wouldn’t judge, he 
wouldn’t care, he would just 
listen,” Smith said.

His mother, Leann 
Asma, said while her son 
was outgoing, he was also 

very private.
“We would talk to 

Benj, and everything was 
great. He was busy, he was 
engaged, so we assumed 
HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�À�QH��$QG�LW�
wasn’t,” she said. “And we 
won’t know probably ever 
what was really going on 
with Benjamin, and that’s 
going to be hard, but hope-
fully we’ll come to some 
peace with that.”

His mother also said 
she would remember him 
for “his big smile and his 
there’s-nothing-I-can’t-do 
attitude.”

Asma, who lived in 
Lake Bluff, Ill., is sur-
vived by his parents and 
two siblings.

His father, Benjamin 
Asma, Sr., said after the 
memorial service Thursday 
that his son’s legacy will be 
“the breadth of friendships 
that he has developed. It 
cuts across the entire spec-
trum of persons.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ASMA FAMILY
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THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY 
April 11, 1988:

2000 Pennsylvania Ave evacuated due to small fi re 
in Cone E. Island storage room.

The popular Adams 
Morgan burger joint 
offers half-price build-
your-own gourmet 

BURGER NIGHT
Black Squirrel
April 10, $5+

The indie Irish guitarist and 
singer will perform at the 
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
to promote his latest effort 
“Post Tropical.”

JAMES VINCENT 
MCMORROW
Sixth & I Synagogue
April 8, $23

FLIGHT FACILITIES
9:30 Club
April 11, $20
The DJ/producer duo is 
bringing their summer 
anthem “Crave You,” one 
of only four original tracks, 
to the 9:30 club. 

A socially conscious reggae 
legacy and a former J-14 Maga-
zine heartthrob are among the 
musical acts ushering in spring 
in the District. Check out these 
shows across three venues and 
one historic parade as the se-
mester comes to a close.

National Cherry Blossom 
Festival Parade: Aaron Carter

Constitution Ave., between 7th and 
17th streets | April 12 | Free along 
parade route. 
Grandstand seating $20

Aaron always tried to be the 
fliest kid on the block. Maybe, 
just maybe, he can be the fliest 
one on the National Mall.

Alongside the likes of 
“American Idol” winner Can-
dice Glover and gospel singer 
Regina Belle, the former teen 
icon will serenade crowds with 
tales of Shaq-defying basketball 
skills and legendary house par-
ties (we hope). After an eight-
week stint on “Dancing with 
the Stars” in 2009, the pop star 
and brother of a former Back-
street Boy released “Dance With 

Me” with rapper Flo Rida in 
2011 and embarked on his “Af-
ter Party Tour” in 2013.

Carter ’s auto-tuned return 
to pop comes after an impres-
sive stint as Matt in the off-
Broadway show “The Fantas-
ticks,” a gig which gives some 
credence to Carter ’s vocal 
chops.

Stephen Marley
with Jo Mersa, Wayne 
Marshall, Zedicus

Lincoln Theatre | April 17 | $31+

The political undertones of 
Bob Marley’s most progressive 
O\ULFV� DUH� DPSOLÀ�HG� HYHQ� PRUH�
blatantly in the work of his son 
Stephen Marley, who frankly ad-
dresses public perceptions of Afri-
can history, religious zeal and trust 
– or mistrust – among other top-
ics. On tracks like “False Friends,” 
Marley delivers aphorisms with a 
soulful vocal grit, lamenting those 
who “let you down,” singing, “So 
my son always care in mind / A 
faithful friend is the hardest thing 
WR�À�QG���,W�LV�EHWWHU�WR�EH�DQ�RSHQ�
enemy.”

He dips into electro-dance 
music with “Rock Stone” with-
out straying too far from reg-
gae staples: a steady bass and 
clipped funk guitar steer the 
song to its electronic breakdown 
crescendo. Marley’s iteration of 
modern reggae mirrors its tra-
ditional sounds, but his candid 
lyricism tackles social issues 
with refreshing modernity.

Awesome Con Awesome Con-
Cert feat. Andrew W.K. \with 
Adam Warrock, Rare Candy

Black Cat | April 19 | $20

When your personal axiom 
is “party hard,” it’s not diffi-
cult to attract a crowd, whether 
at cave-like D.C. concert spots 
or a convention for comic and 
“geekdom” aficionados. Musi-
cian, producer, Cartoon Net-
work game show host and 
almost-cultural ambassador to 
Bahrain, Andrew W.K. hasn’t 
released an album since 2009, 
but his pro-debauchery ethos is 
as salient as ever.

W.K. commands his crowds 
to embrace excess with songs 
like “Party til You Puke” and 
“Party Hard.” But there’s more 
to W.K. than blood-soaked T-
shirts and beer funnels: His 
2009 album “55 Cadillac” is en-
tirely instrumental piano, oscil-
lating between rapid jazz riffs 
and moving lyrical frills.

He’s also released anime-
inspired EPs strictly in Japan. 
Sounds fit for a comic book con-
vention.

Nels Cline: An Evening with 
the Nels Cline Singers

The Hamilton | May 4 | $16+

<RX� HDVLO\� À�QG� EHDXW\� DQG�
forethought in the untidy jazz ram-
blings of Wilco guitarist Nels Cline, 
who corrals fellow instrumentalists 
– and no singers, despite his band 
name – for free-jazz sets. Cline’s ex-
SHULPHQWDOLVP�FDQ�SXW�RͿ�� OLVWHQHUV�
averse to some discord. While “Di-
vining” is a gentle lapse into spacey 
strings, “Red Line to Greenland” 
is a frenetic, screeching venture 
into a jazzy prog rock climax. Yet 
&OLQH·V�PDVWHU\�RYHU�HͿ�HFWV�SHGDOV��
with each one precisely employed 
throughout his improvisations, ele-
vates his playing that becomes soni-
cally entrancing.

Going OutGoing Out
The Gw Hatchet’s spring

Guide

With opening day kicking 
off baseball season 

last weekend, jersey-clad 
fans have begun to fi ll every 
Metro train heading toward 
the Southwest Waterfront.

But don’t fear if you’re 
not psyched about the game. 
There’s plenty to do in the 
Navy Yard area besides 
watch baseball, wait in a long 
line for a ShackBurger or see 
Teddy lose the Presidents 
Race again.

These are the places to go 
near Nationals Park that will 
make your trip to the ballpark 
even better.

EVERLY JAZI
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Dragged along to Nats Park? You’ve got more options than sports

Where to eat with a 

SPORTS CROWD
Gordon Biersch Brewery

100 M St.
Two blocks away 

Kruba Thai and Sushi
300 Water St.
Five blocks away 

WHERE TO

ADVENTURE
Washington Trapeze School 
New York
4th and Tingey streets
Six blocks away

WHERE TO

RELAX

355 Water St.
Five blocks away

This Anacostia River park holds 
Thursday movie nights and a Friday 
concert series, in addition to summer 
festivals like Oneness Yoga Fest on 
June 21 or D.C. Jazz Fest on June 28. On 
quieter days, you can walk around the 
modern skeleton bridge or cool down in 
the surrounding fountains. 

If you are still coping with the clo-
sure of Cone E. Island, stop by the Ice 
&UHDP�-XELOHH�Á�DJVKLS��ZKLFK�ZLOO�RSHQ�
in the Yards Park this June. Last year’s 
winner of the D.C. Scoop People’s 
Choice Award, this startup is known 
for its monthly bike delivery ice cream 
PHPEHUVKLS� DQG� LWV� FUHDWLYH� Á�DYRUV�
VXFK�DV�À�J�DQG�KRQH\�RU�Á�XͿ�HUQXWWHU�

7KH�<DUGV�3DUN�RͿ�HUV�UHOD[LQJ�JUHHQ�
space and optimal people-watching. If 
you need a little more excitement, grab 
a bike from the Capital Bikeshare rack 
nearby and ride along the Anacostia 
Riverwalk Trail.

DESIREE HALPERN | SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
If you venture outside Nationals Park, you’ll fi nd plenty of restaurants and adventures outside the gates.

Right across from 
Nationals Park, Gordon 
Biersch Brewery is one of 
the most popular spots 
around for a burger and 
beer. Brewing its own 
award-winning German 
lagers, this restaurant 
is a magnet for hungry 
sports fans and pint con-
noisseurs alike.

With $5 happy hours, 
a classic outdoor patio 

lounge and crispy gar-
lic fries, the brewery is 
a nice pit stop before 
exploring the rest of the 
area. Though this Gor-
don Biersch lacks the 
Penn Quarter location’s 
luxurious marble col-
umns, the endless booth 
seating and top-notch, 
delicately prepared en-
trées keep the regulars 
coming back.

WHERE TO EAT AND AVOID

SPORTS TALK

One of the many 
D.C. Thai and sushi res-
WDXUDQWV�� .UXED� RͿ�HUV�
satisfying food on a col-
lege budget, along with 
a comforting wooden 
ambiance and friendly 
service.

With fresh Japanese-
LPSRUWHG�À�VK�� WKLV� VXVKL�
joint is most crowded 
on Fridays, but because 
they have a smaller bar, 
they see fewer customers 

than other restaurants on 
game days. At $11.95 per 
entree, the lunch special 
is one of the most popu-
lar items on the menu. 
Their in-house chef also 
creates specialties like 
chili drunken noodles 
and spicy tuna tempura.

Its location next to 
the Yards Park makes 
Kruba a convenient place 
to stop for a pre-concert 
dinner.

/LYH� \RXU� WUDSH]H�Á�\LQJ�
dreams for a few hours here. 
Trapeze School New York of-
fers all the circus staples, from 
RXWGRRU�Á�\LQJ�WUDSH]H�RU�DHULDO�
silk classes where participants 
twist and wrap through hang-
ing fabric, to juggling and tram-
poline classes – all for less than 
$50 an hour. The two-hour-
ORQJ� Á�\LQJ� WUDSH]H� FRXUVH� LV�
just right for game day. As a 
beginner, you can learn knee-

hanging tricks 23 feet above the 
ground, swing upside down, 
GR�EDFNÁ�LSV�DQG�MXPS�LQWR�WKH�
air. Don’t be afraid to fall, be-
cause safety nets are in place 
to catch you and experienced 
instructors are always nearby.

While walk-ins are wel-
FRPH�� PRVW� RI� WKH� FODVVHV� À�OO�
up a few days ahead of time, 
so you might want to sign up 
early. Relieve some stress, work 
out and have fun.

PHOTO USED UNDER CREATIVE 
COMMONS LICENSE

It’s time for Aaron’s ‘After Party’ at Cherry Blossom festival

KAROLINA RAMOS



Barring a spontaneous 
VQRZVWRUP��LW·V�ÀQDOO\�WLPH�
to go outside and combine a 
nice drink with a nice view. 
+HUH
V�ZKHUH�WR�LQGXOJH�

Red Derby
Columbia Heights

On the surface, Red 
'HUE\� LV�D� VWDQGDUG�QHLJK-
ERUKRRG� EDU�� FDVXDO� DWPR-
VSKHUH��IULHQGO\�VHUYLFH�DQG�
standard – though quite 
JRRG�²�EDU�IRRG��5HG�'HUE\�
LV� WKH� EDU� ZH� DOO� ZDQW� LQ�
)RJJ\� %RWWRP�� EXW� GRHVQ·W�
TXLWH� H[LVW� \HW�� ,W
V� FDVXDO�
ZLWK�JRRG�IRRG��UHDVRQDEOH�
SULFHV�� D� JRRG� EHHU� VHOHF-
tion and enough fun to be 
\RXU�ÀQDO�GHVWLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
night.

7KH� 5HG� 'HUE\� URRI��
ZKLFK� RYHUORRNV� QRUWK-
HUQ� &ROXPELD� +HLJKWV�� LV�
ODLG�RXW� OLNH�KRZ�D� IULHQG�
ZRXOG� VHW� XS� D� EDFN\DUG�
EDUEHFXH�� )HVWLYH� OLJKWV�

stretch across the open air, 
KHOG�XS�E\�ZRRGHQ�SRVWV��
A bar on the roof means 
\RX� FDQ� SDUN� XS� WKHUH� DW�
RQH� RI� WKH� WDEOHV� IRU� WKH�
night without running up 
and down stairs. There’s 
QR� SUREOHP� JRLQJ� WR� WKH�
5HG� 'HUE\� DQG� VWD\LQJ�
WKHUH� DOO� QLJKW�� HVSHFLDOO\�
ZLWK�WKHLU�DOO�FDQ�FUDIW�EHHU�
VHOHFWLRQ�� ZKHUH� SULFHV�
range from $2 to $10.

Roof of the W Hotel
Penn Quarter

)RU� HYHU\� FDVXDO� QLJKW�
RXW��VRPHWLPHV�LW�IHHOV�QLFH�
to dress up and experience 
PRUH�UHÀQHG�'�&��QLJKWOLIH�

Students who have 
the means – and the attire 
²� VKRXOG� GHÀQLWHO\� ORRN�
at P.O.V., the rooftop ter-
UDFH� RI� WKH�:�+RWHO��$IWHU�
EHLQJ� FRPSOHWHO\� UHGRQH�
in 2009, the terrace has be-
come one of D.C.’s hippest 
VSRWV� DQG�EHVW�SODFHV� IRU� D�
drink with a view. The bar 

KDV�D�ODLG�EDFN�
ORXQJH� IHHO��
not a crazed 

open-door 
QLJKWFOXE��

and is of-
ten vis-
LWHG� E\�

30-some-
things in-

stead of the more 
UDXFRXV� FROOHJH� FURZG� RI�
RWKHU� EDUV�� 3OXV�� \RX� KDYH�
an awesome view from one 
of the highest points in the 
FLW\�� RYHUORRNLQJ� WKH� 1D-
WLRQDO�0DOO�

,W·V�QRW�FKHDS��WKRXJK��
&RFNWDLOV� FDQ� FRVW� XS� WR�
����� DQG� ERWWOHV� RI� EHHU�
VWLFN� WR� WKH� VHHPLQJO\�
D.C. standard markup of 

����7KLV�LV�D�SODFH�WR�VWDUW�
RU� ÀQLVK� \RXU� QLJKW�� QRW�
the main event. You get 
ZKDW�\RX�SD\�IRU�WKRXJK��
ZLWK� WKH�KHDG�PL[RORJLVW�
FUDIWLQJ� D� VXEOLPH� GULQN�
PHQX�WKDW�IX]HV�ROG�VW\OH�
LQJUHGLHQWV� LQ�QHZ�ZD\V��
<RX·OO�ÀQG�GULQNV�PL[LQJ�
TXDOLW\� YRGND� DQG� JLQ�
ZLWK� HOGHUEHUU\� V\UXS�
and crushed strawber-
ULHV�� 1R� UDGLRDFWLYH� EOXH�
FXUDFDR� RU� VXJDU\� VRXU�
mix here.

,W·V� H[SHQVLYH�� \HV�� %XW�
the atmosphere and that 
YLHZ�UHDOO\�FDQ·W�EH�EHDW��,W·V�
VRPHWKLQJ�HYHU\RQH�VKRXOG�
H[SHULHQFH�DW�OHDVW�RQFH�

Biergarten Haus 
H Street

<RX·YH� SUREDEO\� KHDUG�
of H Street’s German-in-
spired beer garden. Yes, the 
UXPRUV� DUH� WUXH�� <RX� FDQ�
JHW�D�OLWHU�RI�EHHU��$QG�\RX�
VKRXOG�

Biergarten Haus is a 
EHHU�ORYHU
V� GHVWLQDWLRQ��
ZLWK� D� VSHFWDFXODU� FXUDWHG�
OLVW� RI� GHOLFLRXV� *HUPDQ�
EUHZV��%X\LQJ�D� OLWHU� LV�H[-
pensive, ranging from $13 
WR� ����� EXW� RQFH� \RX� KDYH�
WKDW�PXFK�WDVW\�EHHU�LQ�\RXU�
KDQGV�� \RX·OO� EH� KRRNHG��
7KH� IRRG� PHQX� LV� DOVR� LQ-
VSLUHG� E\� *HUPDQ� FXLVLQH��
Think bar fair, swapping 
burgers for brats, and some 
RI�WKH�EHVW�IULHV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�²�
DQG�D�ERQXV�LI�\RX�FDQ�UHDG�
German.

,Q� WKH� EDFN�� WKHUH� LV� D�
wide-open beer garden 
ZLWK� WRQV� RI� WDEOHV�� ZLWK�
KHDWHUV� DQG� XPEUHOODV� IRU�
DOO�ZHDWKHU�VLWXDWLRQV��,W·V�D�
great open environment for 
big groups and even bigger 
beers.
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Blossom season brings cherry-flavored foods

Cherry blossom 
petals will soon 

be sprinkled on the 
sidewalks, the grass 
of the National Mall 
and every tourist’s 
car parked along 
Constitution Avenue. 
While these trees don’t 
actually have cherries 
on them, there are 
plenty of restaurants 
across the city with 
cherry-inspired foods 
and drinks that you 
can enjoy in the fruity 
spirit of the season.

JOSH SOLOMON
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

:KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� FXSFDNHV�� \RX�
VKRXOG�XVXDOO\�VWHHU�YLVLWRUV�DZD\�IURP�
Georgetown Cupcake and shepherd 
them to Baked & Wired. But for a cup-
FDNH�ZLWK�WKH�EHVW��PRVW�SDODWDEOH�FKHU-
U\� ÁDYRU�� WKH� 7LGDO� %DVLQ� WRXULVWV�PD\�

Cherry blossom
CUPCAKES

Georgetown Cupcake:

7KLV�VLJQDWXUH�FXSFDNH�LQFOXGHV�GULHG�
FKHUULHV� WKDW� FRPSOHPHQW�� LQVWHDG�RI�GLV-
tract, from the dessert. Sometimes the 
bottom of a cupcake is boring, but these 
DGGLWLRQV�JLYH�WKH�FDNH�LWV�SULPDU\�ÁDYRU��
EDODQFLQJ� RXW� WKH� VZHHW�� FUHDP\� IURVWLQJ�
ZLWK�D�VOLJKWO\�WDUW�ELWH��*HRUJHWRZQ�&XS-
FDNH�VWLFNV�WR�LWV�VLPSOH�VW\OH�E\�QRW�WU\LQJ�
WR�FUHDWH�D�IXOO�RQ�FKHUU\�FXSFDNH��EXW�RI-
IHUV�RQH�WKDW�JLYHV�\RX�MXVW�HQRXJK�RI�WKH�
EHUU\�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�EDODQFHG�WDVWH�

Sprinkles:

6SULQNOHV� LV� QRUPDOO\� WKH�KDSS\�PH-
GLXP�EHWZHHQ� WKH� H[WUHPH�SRSXODULW\� RI�
Georgetown Cupcake and the hipsterdom 
RI�%DNHG�	�:LUHG��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�KDV�
OLWWOH� WR�RͿHU�DV�D� IXOÀOOLQJ�FKHUU\�H[SHUL-
HQFH��$OO�RI�WKH�ÁDYRU�LV�LQ�WKH�EDWWHU��ZKLFK�
PDNHV�WKHLU�VHDVRQDO�FXSFDNH�ERULQJ��$QG�
WKH�FKHUU\�EORVVRP�SLQN�IURVWLQJ�WDVWHV�QR�
GLͿHUHQW�WKDQ�WKHLU�UHJXODU�IURVWLQJ��HLWKHU�

Baked & Wired:

8VXDOO\� WKH� EHVW� SODFH� IRU� D� ZHOO�
EDODQFHG� FXSFDNH�� WKHLU� FKHUU\� EORVVRP�
FXSFDNH� KDV� WRR� PXFK� FKHUU\� JRLQJ� RQ�
DW�RQFH��7KH�IURVWLQJ�LV�FKHUU\��WKH�FDNH�LV�
FKHUU\�DQG�WKHUH�DUH�FKHUULHV�EDNHG�LQVLGH�
²�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�EDNHG�PHVV�RI�ÁDYRUV�WKDW�
DOWHUQDWH�EHWZHHQ�VZHHW��VRXU��FUHDP\�DQG�
FKHZ\�FKHUU\�FUXQFK��8QOHVV�\RX�DUH�FUDY-
LQJ�DQ�RYHUORDGHG�FKHUU\�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�RQH�
FXSFDNH��VNLS�RXW�RQ�%DNHG�	�:LUHG�XQWLO�
WKH�FURZG�FOHDUV�RXW�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�

JUDY LIM | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
The cherry-themed cupcake at Baked & Wired misses the mark. For once, head to Georgetown Cupcake.

Tart:
7KH� FKHUU\� DQG� %ULH� FURVWLQL� VWDUWV� \RX�

RͿ� ZLWK� D� OD\HU� RI� WH[WXUHV� WKDW� HPSKDVL]H�
WKH�WDUW��GULHG�FKHUU\��7KH�FURVWLQL�LV�QRW�RYHU-
ZKHOPLQJO\�VWLͿ��ZLWK�D�ZHOO�URDVWHG�ERWWRP�
OD\HU�FUXQFK��7KH�%ULH�GRPLQDWHV�WKH�WRS�KDOI�
RI�WKH�ELWH��QDWXUDOO\�FUHDP\�DQG�PHOWLQJ�LQWR�
WKH� FKHUU\� PLGGOH�� WKH� WZR� GLVWLQFW� ÁDYRUV�
PHUJH�ZHOO�

Dark and subtle:
3DQ�VHDUHG�GXFN�EUHDVW�KDV�HQRXJK�ÁDYRU�

RQ� LWV�RZQ�WKDW� WKH�FKHUU\�GRHVQ·W�GRPLQDWH�
OLNH�LW�PLJKW�ZLWK�FKLFNHQ��,QVWHDG��WKH�FKHUULHV�
SDLUHG�ZLWK�WKH�WHQGHU�GXFN�DUH�SRZHUIXO�EXW�
DOORZ� WKH�ELUG��QRUPDOO\�SULFHG�DW� �������� WR�
EORRP��7KH�EHVW�SDUW�LV�WKH�FKHUU\�EHHU�VDXFH�
WKDW�LV�QRW�VWURQJ�LQ�ÁDYRU��EXW�VLWV�YHU\�ZHOO��
OHDYLQJ� D� SOHDVDQW�� GDUN� FKHUU\� DIWHUWDVWH�� ,W�
JRHV�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�GLVK��VDOVLI\�FL-
JDUV��D�W\SH�RI�URRW�YHJHWDEOH��ZLWK�WRPDWR�

DGG�WR�WKH�FRORU�SDOHWWH��DQG�YHJHWDEOH�FRXV-
FRXV�LV�D�ZHOFRPH�DGGLWLRQ�

Sweet (and some tart):
7KH�FKHUU\�WDUW�LV�DFWXDOO\�MXVW�D�SRXQG�

FDNH� VHUYHG� ZLWK� \RJXUW� LFH� FUHDP�� EXW�
WKHUH� LV� D� ORW� PRUH� QXDQFH� WR� LW�� ZKLFK�
PLJKW�SODFH�LW� LQ�WKH�UXQQLQJ�IRU�\RXU�ID-
YRULWH�FKHUU\�EORVVRP�VHDVRQ�GHVVHUW��7KH�
VZHHW� FKHUU\�ODYHQGHU� UHG�ZLQH� V\UXS� LV�
JHQHURXVO\� GUL]]OHG� DFURVV� WKH� SODWH� LQ�
a checkered pattern to present the dish, 
HDUQLQJ�LW�PDQ\�VW\OH�SRLQWV�

EASTERN MARKET
DINING

:LWK� WKH� DSSHDO� RI� DQ� HO-
HJDQW�GDWH�QLJKW�²�PLQXV�WKH�WDEOH-
FORWK�DQG�IDQF\�ZDLWHUV�²�%HOJD�&DIp�RͿHUV�DQ�
H[FHOOHQW�FKHUU\�EORVVRP�SUL[�À[H�PHQX��3D\�
����IRU�DQ�DSSHWL]HU��HQWUHp�DQG�GHVVHUW��DQG�
\RX·OO�EH�VXUH�WR�JHW�\RXU�FKHUU\�À[�LQ�PRUH�
ÁDYRUV�WKDQ�\RX·G�H[SHFW�

Brews with a view: A guide to 
warm-weather drinking

GABRIEL SALKIN
HATCHET STAFF WRITER
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It is springtime. The cherry blossoms are 

blooming. The city is full of tour buses and 

people wearing freshly purchased “NCIS” 

baseball caps. High school seniors are here to 

check out their new stomping grounds.

That’s right, it’s tourist season.

And with all of these out-of-towners, 

there are bound to be some harsh words ex-

changed when someone stands on the left 

side of a Metro escalator. This year, though, 

I hope to quell the tourism animosity by lay-

ing down some ground rules for both stu-

dents and the people that invade – I mean 

visit – the city.

For tourists:

1
When on your monument walks, please 

do not parade in an eight-person-wide 

FKDLQ�RQ�WKH�SDWKV�QH[W�WR�WKH�UHÁ�HFWLQJ�SRRO��
The runners that come up behind you will 

À�QG� LW� QHDUO\� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� QRW� SOD\� 5HG�
5RYHU�ZLWK�\RXU�YXOQHUDEOH�DUPV��7KH�UXQ�
ners will win.

2
Please remember that while cherry blos  

soms are beautiful, they mean the start 

RI�D�KRUULÀ�F�DOOHUJ\�VHDVRQ��%ULQJ�\RXU�RZQ�
Claritin from home, because if CVS runs out 

of allergy medicine because of tourists, there 

will be a riot.

3 
%H� SDWLHQW�ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ� IRU� D� WDEOH� DW�
brunch. While our weekend sport of bot-

tomless brunch may make it hard for you 

and your children to get your morning pan-

cakes, we ask that you understand that we 

wait for brunch all week.

For students:

1 
When you see a tour group of young, 

adorable GW hopefuls do, keep shout-

ing inappropriate things about what really 

happens in Thurston Hall – just never let 

them see your face.

2 
%UXVK�XS�RQ�\RXU�GLUHFWLRQV��DQG�RQO\�
point people the wrong way if you 

think they’re strong enough to recover from 

it or if they’re wearing a Georgetown sweat-

shirt.

3 
Wear outrageous day-partying apparel 

on sunny Saturday afternoons. If you see 

a group of tourists looking bored, be courte-

ous. Invite them to tag along with you to the 

(GHQ�URRIWRS��%ULQJ�H[WUD�Á�RZHU�KHDGEDQGV�
and cowboy hats so they never feel left out.

4
When groups pass you on Segways, 

make sure you say, “I wish I could ride 

one of those,” loud enough so the people 

wearing weird helmets and wishing they 

were in fact not riding a Segway seem cooler 

than they probably feel.

As students, we would like to formally 

welcome the previously unwelcomed to our 

neck of the woods. Enjoy!

Sliceof life

JOINT CUSTODY
A vintage store specializing in 
vinyl records

Your guide to co-existing with

Thumb through Joint 

Custody’s extensive collec-

tion that includes every-

thing from punk, soul and 

KLS�KRS�DQG�\RX�PLJKW�À�QG�
a dusty gem like Led Zep-

pelin’s rare “Physical Graf-

À�WL�µ� 3ULFHV� DYHUDJH� ���� WR�
����� ZLWK� PRUH� OLPLWHG� DO�
bums at the top of the price 

range and homemade boot-

leg recordings at the lower 

end.

Gary Langworth, a 

record enthusiast, sat be-

hind Joint Custody’s tent 

at District Flea, explaining 

to visitors why vinyl is the 

ultimate source for quality 

listening.

“It’s just the format in 

general. It shows intention 

to listen to music – you 

have to have intent. It’s not 

like an MP3, where you just 

conveniently listen to it. It’s 

GHÀ�QLWHO\�D�IRUPDW�WKDW�HQ�
gages the listener,” he said.

At District Flea, you 

can pick up an iconic White 

House postcard, but not to 

write a note home to mom 

and dad. At vendors like 

Sturgis Antiques, the post-

cards are already written in 

– by friends, family mem-

EHUV�DQG�ORYHUV�LQ�WKH�����V�
Now in its second year, 

District Flea hosts more 

WKDQ� ���� YHQGRUV� ZKHUH�
visitors can peruse tables of 

vintage treasures and hand-

made novelties, lingering 

between booths to chat 

with store owners and ne-

gotiate prices. The market 

features everything from 

antique cameras and letter-

man jackets to handmade 

bars of soap, candles and 

terrariums.

District Flea is the brain-

child of D.C. native Hugh 

McIntosh, who wanted to 

bring New York’s street 

PDUNHW� HPSLUH�� %URRNO\Q�
Flea, to the emerging youth 

FXOWXUH� RI�'�&�� %HIRUH�'LV�
trict Flea, McIntosh took 

positions as a musician and 

adjunct professor at GW, 

where he taught American 

literature two years ago.

This year, McIntosh 

ZLOO� DGG� ��� QHZ� YHQGRUV�
to his carefully curated 

mix, focusing especially 

on local small businesses 

and homemade goods. To 

respond to the District’s 

growing taste for interest-

ing, tapas-style foods, he 

is also adding new food 

vendors like José Andrés’ 

food truck, Pepe.

Navigating through the 

endless choices of vendors 

can be overwhelming, but 

our quick guide will help 

direct you towards two 

veteran and one new not-

to-miss tables.

TATIANA CIRISANO
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

STURGIS ANTIQUES
Rare consignment goods 
refl ecting historical moments

At Sturgis Antiques, a 

new vendor, buyer Chris-

tian Sturgis auctions vin-

tage pins from past elec-

tions, army jackets, and of 

course, the already written 

postcards. For the past 17 

years, Sturgis has spent 

his hours scavenging for 

unique and ancient items, 

À�QGLQJ� KLVWRULFDO� SHUVSHF�
tives along the way.

“I’ve dealt with a lot 

of apothecary collections, 

and my apothecary collect-

ing has gotten me into so 

much more of the history 

of European moors coming 

WR�6SDLQ�LQ�����RU�����$�'���
bringing tin-glazing and 

medicine and all the ac-

quired knowledge that they 

got. Everything’s a starting 

point,” he said.

THE Mid ATLANTIC CLUB
Clothing and accessories 

from the ‘80s and ‘90s

-

The vintage-fanatics 

can find an outfit fit for 

Topanga Matthews at The 

Mid-Atlantic Club, which 

specializes in high-waist-

ed jean shorts, cropped 

sweater vests and velvet 

skirts.

%HFDXVH� WKH� FORWK�
ing comes from a not-so-

distant era, owner Cat 

%RGQ\N� GXEV� WKLV� VW\OH�
“young vintage.”

“A lot of people don’t 

consider it vintage, but 

I do, and it’s also mostly 

in style with younger 

people, so young vintage 

works in that sense as 

well,” she said.

District Flea showcases vintage fi nds

ERICA CHRISTIAN | PHOTO EDITOR
District Flea, an outdoor market near U Street, features a collection of antiques, clothing, furniture, 
jewlrey and food. The market will be open every Saturday from 10am-5pm at 945 Florida Ave. NW.

tourists
KELLY BRAND

Go online for 
a look inside 
District Flea.

Video by 
Sarah MannGW
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To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. There is not 
guessing or math involved, 
just use logic to solve.

Solution

&UHDWH�DQG�VROYH�\RXU
6XGRNX�SX]]OHV�IRU�)5((�
3OD\�6XGRNX�DQG�ZLQ�SUL]HV�DW�

RTK\GUWFQMW�EQO
7KH�6XGRNX�6RXUFH�RI�´7KH�*:�+DWFKHWµ�
7KH�6XGRNX�6RXUFH�RI�´7KH�*:�+DWFKHWµ�

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS
CREATIVE MOVEMENT INSTRUCTORS:  
training now for work in fall.  Classes taught in 
area preschools, day care centers. Equipment 
provided. Own transportation preferable, not 
required. visit www.kidsmovingco.com for 
more information. Send resume to kmc@
kidsmovingco.com. Resumes sent without 
cover letters not considered.  $20-$30/hr. $7.99

Large 1-topping pizza
Manny & Olga's

To place a classified ad, 
go to gwhatchet.com and click on 
CLASSIFIEDS in the upper right corner. 
For all other ads, email 
ads@gwhatchet.com 
or call 202-994-7682.

MERCHANTS
PAGE

Hosts - The Hamilton
Very busy restaurant (Metro Center) has 
immediate openings for hosts.  Must be 
friendly, courteous, energetic and work as 
part of a team.  Flexible hours-day, evening 
& weekend shifts. 
Apply in person 2:30-5pm daily or online
http://www.myclydes.com



Propelled by a streak of 
11 wins in its last 13 match-
es, the men’s tennis team is 
playing like it wants more 
than just its fifth consecutive 
appearance in the Atlantic 
10 finals later this month.

With four wins against 
ranked opponents, the 
Colonials have risen from 
unranked to No. 53 in the 
nation in just a month, 
nudging up against No. 45 
VCU.

Behind this rise, how-
ever, is a team that still 
remembers its humble be-
ginning this season, knows 
it still needs a win against 
top-50 competition and un-
derstands that a midseason 
surge doesn’t always lead to 
postseason success.

“We haven’t really suc-
ceeded, we’ve just done 
well. But there’s still a lot 
of work to do,” head coach 

Greg Munoz said.
The Colonials started 

the season with a harsh 
schedule, heavily slated 
with ranked opponents and 
little recovery time between 
games. The result: a rocky 
1-4 start with few signs of 
being a top contender – all 
four losses coming against 
ranked teams.

“We didn’t play bad in 
the beginning we just had 
trouble clinching matches,” 
junior Francisco Dias said. 
“But as we kept playing 
those teams, we started 
gaining confidence in play-
ing at that level.”

GW’s first statement 
moment of the season came 
on the last day of Febru-
ary, during the beginning 
of a North Carolina road 
trip. The squad reeled from 
three straight wins, includ-
ing a dominating 4-0 win 
over No. 70 Charlotte and a 
4-3 upset over No. 60 UNC 
Wilmington.

“It was 3-3, and Ulrik 
[Thomsen] was playing, 
and he clinched it for us. Af-
ter that, it kind of turned our 
season around. It was one of 
the biggest wins in our pro-
gram’s history,” senior Nikit

Thomsen has elevated 
his play this year, while his 
doubles partner, senior Vik-
tor Svensson, has stepped 
up as another team leader 
– unexpected factors in the 
team’s recent success.

Though they play far-
ther down in the order than 
their younger counterparts, 
Svensson and Thomsen 
have earned their team-
mates’ respect as the team 
has excelled.

“[Viktor] was always 
the quiet one, but this year 
he has brought a lot of en-
ergy and proven himself 
to be very vocal and that’s 
helped the team a lot in fo-
cusing and getting energy 
for fighting tough matches,” 
Dias said.

GAMES
OF THE WEEK

THE

NUMBER 
CRUNCH

Sports
The number of innings that women’s softball pitcher Meghan Rico pitched 

Saturday against La Salle without allowing an earned run.

After a subpar regular season in 
a tough Southern Division,  the 
Colonials will look to rebound as 
the fi fth seed in the Southern 
Division Championship.

WOMEN’S WATER POLO
CWPA Southern Division 
Championship
Saturday TBA

The Colonials will host their 
annual Invitational on the 
Potomac River this weekend,  
competing against cross-town 
rival Georgetown and Navy.

MEN’S AND 
WOMEN’S ROWING
George Washington Invitational

12

LEXI BERGER | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
The senior doubles duo of Ulrik Thomsen and Viktor Svensson practice on the Mount Vernon 
Campus earlier this week. The two have helped lift the team to a top-60 ranking.

Senior leadership lifts GW
AARON ESPARZA
HATCHET REPORTER

Behind Nipe’s big comeback
me, ‘I don’t know exactly where my season is 
going to go from here,’” Nipe said. “I kind of 
broke down and just put my head on Danni’s 
shoulder and just cried on her shoulder for a 
while.”“What are my options?”

Tsipis has heard the scream of a player 
tearing her ACL so many times that he said it’s 
“etched” in his mind. But he never coached a 
player that came back to play on it like Nipe.

It was a special circumstance, with a “stub-
ERUQµ�SOD\HU�LQ�KHU�À�QDO�\HDU�RI�HOLJLELOLW\�DQG�
with all of conference play ahead of her, Jones 
said.

“You have an ACL for a reason. It’s not the 
appendix, you can’t just take it out and live 
your life,” Jones, the trainer, said. “You can 
walk without an ACL, it’s hard to run without 
an ACL. And it’s really hard to change direc-
tions and put a foot in the ground and change 
directions quickly without one.”

Without an ACL, the body does not al-
ways know where it is when the foot hits the 
ground, Jones said. He added that he had to 
teach Nipe how to balance on one leg while 
moving sideways, as well as how to stop.

7UDLQHUV� À�UVW� À�W� 1LSH� ZLWK� D� EUDFH� DQG�
took her through an intensive rehabilitation 
program, similar to the treatment one would 
receive after surgery.

For two extra hours a day, before and after 
practice, they went through routines: bandag-
ing her leg from knee to toe, plunging her feet 
in buckets of ice and using a sleeve-like com-
pression machine called NormaTec that helps 
LQFUHDVH�EORRG�Á�RZ�WR�Á�XVK�ODFWLF�DFLG�RXW�RI�
muscles.

“I think we were all scared.”
1LSH·V�À�UVW�JDPH�EDFN�FDPH�RQ�WKH�URDG�

against Dayton, which required one of the 
WHDP·V�RQO\�SODQH�Á�LJKWV�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��:KHQ�
VKH�VWHSSHG�RͿ��WKH�SODQH�DQG�XQUDYHOHG�KHU�
bandage, Nipe said her toes were “so fat” be-
cause there was nowhere else for the swelling 
to go.

But she played. First, Nipe subbed in for 
four minutes, and made one shot. Then she 
came back in for six minutes and made a cou-
ple more.

“She hit a three and I was like, ‘Oh, okay. 
6KH�FDQ�SOD\��6KH·V�À�QH�·µ�-DFNVRQ�VDLG�

Even Nipe felt fine, forgetting about 
her knee because of the game-time 
adrenaline rush.

“You don’t think about it in the middle of 
the game,” Nipe said. “You’re not really think-
ing of your best interest. You see the ball and 
go for it.”

But the injury was still there. A few plays 
later Nipe took another shot, missed it, and 
ZHQW� IRU� WKH� RͿ�HQVLYH� UHERXQG� ²� FROODSVLQJ�
as she dove for a loose ball in front of the GW 
bench.

“I think we were all scared,” Tsipis said. “It 
ZDV�WKH�À�UVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�JDPH�VKH�KDG�IDOOHQ�µ

When Nipe fell, she jogged on the side-
lines facing away from the court so no one 
could see her grimace. If she wanted to keep 
playing, she had to pretend she wasn’t hurt. 
She fell twice more during the season, once 
against Saint Joseph’s and again during the 
South Florida game.

The day before a Women’s NIT game 
against Villanova, she needed a “nice big nee-
GOHµ�WR�GUDLQ�Á�XLG�IURP�KHU�VZROOHQ�NQHH�

“When you get out there, you kind of 
wonder, ‘Can I still do this? Can I still be help-
ful to the team or am I just doing this because 
I’m stubborn and don’t want to quit?’” Nipe 
said.

“I just hope this story inspires.”
,Q�1LSH·V�À�IWK�DQG�À�QDO�VHDVRQ�DV�D�&ROR�

nial, GW had its most successful team in six 
years. Nipe eclipsed the 1,000-career points 
mark and the Colonials will hang a WNIT 
Sweet Sixteen banner from the Smith Center 
rafters.

She went on to average more than 12 
points per game after her return and got bet-
ter as the season went on, leading the team in 
scoring during the postseason with 16.3 points 
per game and shooting 65 percent from be-
hind the arc.

“I wouldn’t have changed this season for 
anything, including my injury, if it got us this 
far,” Nipe said.

The injury was an unexpected speed 
bump on the journey of a comeback season 
for both Nipe and the entire program. During 
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only six games.

Now, Nipe said she hopes her legacy will 
help build on that in years to come, inspiring 
future GW women’s basketball players to en-
dure.

“If anything, I just hope this story inspires 
someone to just do a little more and get this 
team a little further than we did this year,” 
Nipe said. “Hopefully this story just helps 
them work a little harder.”
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