Tuesday, June 10, 2014 | Vol. 111 Iss. 3

AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER t SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

Hatchet
The GW

Colonial Inauguration Guide
spotlight on

GREEKs
Officials to
highlight chapters’
disciplinary records
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

When freshmen consider
joining Greek chapters this fall,
they’ll weigh another factor for
disciplinary record.
shine a light on student conduct
violations within the Greek community at Colonial Inauguration
this summer, directing incoming
freshmen to the new resource that
lists sanctions against all student
director of the Center for Student
Engagement.
unveiled last month, showed that
14 social Greek chapters were put
on probation this year, including

sanctioned chapters make up a
community that over the last decade has swelled to about 30 percent of campus.
But Greek leaders have cast
doubt on the impact of the list,
claiming that the listed sanctions
were unsurprising and would
not hamper their ability to recruit
new members this fall.
freshmen won’t be deterred, experts say potential recruits who
were on the fence may decide
against rushing. Losing those students could redraw the makeup
of GW’s Greek community, which
is known for attracting students
Colin O’Brien, last year's Beta
he did not think the list would
ment numbers, though it may
cause new members to lean tothe experience they want.
See RUSH Page 3

HATCHET FILE PHOTOS

Top: The University gave its first public tour of the GW Museum last week. Fundraising for the museum
included a $25 million gift. Bottom left: Senior Class Gift coordinators stand with Board of Trustees chair
Nelson Carbonell, who matched the class’ participation rate with a $55,000 donation.
Bottom right: Donors cut ribbons to open the Milken Institute School of Public Health building last month.

University to officially launch
landmark fundraising campaign
CHLOÉ SORVINO
A yacht docking at a National Harbor resort will take
trustees and donors to the essake June 20, where they will
celebrate the formal launch
raising campaign.
estate, hundreds of attendees will clink champagne
the details of the landmark
campaign they have carefully planned over the past
three years, according to
Hatchet.

KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fourteen social Greek organizations faced sanctions this year, according to
the University’s newly released website. Townhouse Row on 23rd Street is
home to eight fraternity and sorority chapters.

THE ROAD TO

break down dollar goals for

SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

highlight of the annual threeday retreat for trustees and
members of schools’ governing councils. By the time they
arrive at George Washington’s former home, they will
have already spent hours
watching videos and receiv-

ing training from GW’s fundraising team on how to bring
in donations themselves.
“Hundreds and hundreds of donors and volunteers are coming together
for the retreat, and at the big
dinner on one night, that certainly would be a good time

and academic support funds.
Administrators
have
kept the launch date under
wraps for the last three years,
as they have quietly solicited
sity during the campaign’s
momentum-building phase.
lion haul that will count toward its comprehensive goal.

versity insider said.

hundreds of millions of dolhire a core of top-tier professors – ideas that were laid
out in the strategic plan that
trustees approved last year.
GW’s fundraising chief

istrators will announce the
exact target and the campaign’s end date with the of-

Donors to become
fundraisers
for GW,” trustees and top donors will learn how to weave
campaign taglines like “We
can’t do it alone” into conversations with alumni and
potential donors, according
will also attend breakout
sessions with titles such as
“What do I say when...” to
See FUNDRAISING Page 12

GW chooses Wake Forest
dean to lead law school
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE

also the second permanent black dean in

NEWS EDITOR

will arrive on campus in September, after

No. 20-ranked school on Sept. 1, bringing expertise in media and administrative law to the school that has spent 18
months without a permanent leader.
dean to lead the law school, search committee chair Roger Schechter said. He is

lumbian College of Arts and Sciences.
Association of American Law Schools,
and will serve as president in 2015. He
has also acted as the vice chair of the
American Bar Association’s diversity
council.
from other candidates during several
interviews over the course of the yearlong search because of his experience as
a dean and incoming leader of the most
See LAW DEAN Page 9

PHOTO COURTESY OF GW MEDIA RELATIONS
Linda Livingstone will begin her tenure as business school dean in
August. She was the sole female candidate in the University’s search.

Dean to enter business school
with accreditation in question
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

When Linda Livingstone starts her
deanship this summer, she will prepare
visit from the business school’s accreditor, which has put GW on a path toward
losing its recognition.
named the school’s leader last month,
will take the helm as it prepares for a rare

PHOTO COURTESY OF GW MEDIA RELATIONS

Blake D. Morant, who has served as Wake Forest University’s law
school dean since 2007, will arrive on campus in September.

Call Now or Order Online

issues, such as faculty quality, when they
visited campus in February that they decided to add an extra layer of evaluation
before deciding GW’s long-term status.

She brings inside knowledge of the
accrediting body, the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business,
the school prepare for the site visit this
coming year, professors said.
chair of the board of directors next
month, making her the face of the orgagold standard in business school accrediof interest if this year’s visit goes poorly.

(202) 337-1000 www.mannyandolgas.com
$3 off your first online order

See BUSINESS DEAN Page 9

OPEN LATE

MONDAY-THURSDAY 10AM-4AM
1641 Wisconsin Ave, NW ALL MAJOR CREDIT FRIDAY-SATURDAY
10AM-5AM
Washington, D.C. 20007 CARDS ACCEPTED! SUNDAY
11AM-4AM
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VISUALIZED

by Sophie McTear
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THEFT I

Duquès Hall
5/30/14 – 7 p.m.
Case closed

A student reported that she had left her laptop
unattended and it had gone missing.
No suspects or witnesses

POPULAR LAST WEEK
1

HILLARY
2
CLINTON TO
SPEAK AT LISNER
AUDITORIUM
Hillary Clinton will visit
campus Friday as part
of a tour to promote her
memoir, “Hard Choices.”

SIMPLE ASSAULT

600 block of 23rd Street
5/31/14 – 2 a.m.
Case closed

A student was walking down the street when a
man wearing a pink sweater reportedly shoved
barred him from campus. The student did not want
to press charges.
Referred to the Metropolitan Police Department

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
2600 block of Virginia Avenue
6/03/14 – 9 p.m.
Case closed

STUDENT
CLAIMS
WRONGFUL
EXPULSION

After he was expelled for
cheating on an exam, a
former medical student
hopes a judge will force
GW to readmit him.

WORTH QUOTING

“I was well-paid,
but I wasn’t paid
like Steven Knapp.”

UPD saw an individual who appeared intoxicated
assessed, released and barred the subject from
campus.
Subject barred
–Compiled by Zaid Shoorbajee

IRA LUPU, retired law professor on
breaking into the list of GW’s highest-paid
employees.

ON GWHATCHET.COM

3

GW SELECTS SOLE
FEMALE CANDIDATE
AS NEW BUSINESS
SCHOOL DEAN
Linda Livingston, dean of
the Graziadio School of
Business, will lead GW’s
school about a year after her
predecessor was fired.

WATCH
ONLINE

CRIME LOG

Guests at the “Pestaurant” chose from a menu of bug-based dishes, such as roasted crickets or grasshopper burgers.
Ehrlich, a local pest control company, sponsored the event at Occidental Grill last week to raise money for local food banks.

8IFOZPVOFFEBCSFBLGSPNDJUZMJGF DIFDL
PVUUIFTFOFBSCZTQPUTVideo by Diana
Marinaccio and Blair Guild

THIS WEEK

Thursday, June 12

Friday, June 13

The first of GW’s orientation sessions
for incoming freshman begins.
.VMUJQMFMPDBUJPOTt"MMEBZ

Listen to the former First Lady and
Secretary of State speak about
her new book and her time in the
Obama administration.
-JTOFS"VEJUPSJVNtQN

Colonial Inauguration Session 1

Thursday, June 12

High Technology Crime
Investigation Degree Info
Session

Find out more about this department
of forensic science’s master’s degree
from program director Eva Vincze.
Arlington Graduate Education Center
tQN

Hillary Clinton

Monday, June 16

Global Health Diplomacy

Matthew Brown from the
Uniformed Services University of
the Health Sciences will talk about
the future of health diplomats.
Milken Institute School of Public
)FBMUIt/PPO
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Retired professors
among University’s
top-paid employees
Severance packages
push compensation
above $780,000

nual tax returns.

MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

also

taught

business

classes,

HATCHET FILE PHOTO BY ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The University expanded its financial aid pool by $6 million for next year, which Laurie Koehler, the senior
associate provost for enrollment management, said allows GW to more aggressively recruit diverse and
academically excellent students.

deans.
sors in the engineering school
have landed in the same tier

age, former Senior Vice President

buyout that the University had
bian College of Arts and Sciences,

City University in Hong Kong
there for the last year.
He said his salary increased

at GW than former Columbian
College dean Peg Barratt.

earned more than both former
law school dean Paul Schiff
Berman and interim dean
Gregory Maggs.

Experts say financial aid budget
boost will have limited impact
The 3.6 percent
increase matches
yearly rise in tuition
NEWS EDITOR

Six million dollars.
That’s the increase to the
GW’s aid budget this year, and
striving for excellence. This will
increase their desirability with
other institutions and when that
The University’s chief enrollment

senior faculty. He said few other

Alternative Breaks pitches
first-ever service trip to Asia
Students would help
rebuild homes in the
Philippines
ALLISON KOWALKSI

form community service farther

tuition increases doesn’t give
a university the extra money it
“If you’re enrolled and your
same, you’re no better or worse
off,” she said.

match tuition increases, which

the Global Relief Foundation,

academic year.
Senior Associate Provost for
Enrollment Management Laurie
Koehler said in an email that the

ensure that every structure the
students build will endure future
natural disasters.

The organization is waiting

rebuild communities after the

say the increase may not stretch
far enough to cover demand.
Sandy Baum, a fellow in the
Graduate School for Education

tated last November by Tycoon

NEWS EDITOR

tant to do something not only
that will last now, but the next
decade.”
Del Carmen, who is also

by the board will enable us to

students, the growth was “good
but not good enough” because of
a constant need for more funds.
“Why wasn’t it more?”
he said. “Six million dollars

and might even lead to a higher
being on aid,” said Koehler, who
began heading the admissions,

COLLEEN MURPHY

GW to be “more aggressive” in
list, most notably former GW
School of Business dean Doug

grees more affordable.

''

surer Lou Katz and former Senior

last summer.

Administrators review the

GW has to be strategic to
get students they want at
the price the student is
willing to pay.
RICHARD VEDDER
President, Center for College
Affordability and Productivity
need and fundraising totals, said
And when GW merges with
the Corcoran College of Art +

cial aid budget if they are rolled

for last year.
its relatively small endowment,
ity and Productivity, said GW has
to be careful when raising tuition
He said GW must balance
the need to grow its endowment
and most diverse students with
the highest test scores.

boys. But many of those schools
dowments,” Vedder said. “GW

In October, the University
students on its waitlist each year
if they cannot afford full tuition.

students’ need.
Vedder said colleges often
aid for Corcoran students will be
College admissions strategist
Steve Goodman said while any

he said GW’s tuition increases
as aggressive as they can get
tively small endowment.

Senior administrators out-earn Knapp
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

ing country’s history devastated

to students at universities in the
the small string of islands that are
sent students to South American

“We’re going to be try to be
bers of the community alongside

caragua and Ecuador.
Carmen and Chris Evans, said
dents to assist with construction

the area’s culture and relax on the
Southeast Asian beaches.

men said.
Though costs have yet to be

University

President

Steven

has had three straight years of
salary increases, but the more

had signed when he came to GW
an Maralee Csellar said. It was

will need to fundraise through
SOPHIE MCTEAR | DESIGN EDITOR

two decades before retiring in

historically led D.C. university

million because of severance

and American universities.
of the American Association
of University Professors, said

his last year at GW.

bastions of former University

tions.
ZACH MONTELLARO | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Junior Chris Evans has proposed a GW Alternative Breaks trip to the
Philippines for next spring. It would be the program’s first trip to Asia.

fourth consecutive year. He has

ecutives.
“It has been a trend,” he said.
“It’s mirroring the incredible and
obscene increases in the salaries

The Board of Trustees, which

versity nears the launch of its

Opinions

WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
The number of freshmen who applied for financial aid this year (p. 3)

FROM

THE FORUM

blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum

+VOF t1BHF

Angelou was telling her own story. Yet she was always
aware of the collective experience – even as she
delivered an original voice.

– HEAD OF CREATIVE WRITING LISA PAGE, POUIFEFBUIPGBVUIPSBOEBDUJWJTU.BZB"OHFMPVt+VOF

STAFF EDITORIAL

CLASS OF 2018, MEET THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Staff editorials are some of The Hatchet’s most meticulously
produced pieces because we know, when we get it right,
we are able to effect change.

At a college media outlet, little is set in
stone. Editors graduate, focuses shift and even
Hatchet is also one of the most important pieces of content we produce: the staff editorial.
Each week, this piece – housed in the
opinions section – conveys the position of the
paper on a particular topic. We use our knowledge from closely following issues and regularly speaking with campus leaders to add
unique, in-depth analysis to the conversation.

the future and situations at other universities
across the country, and incorporating all that
information into an informed opinion.
we know, when we get it right, that we are

W

involved in different groups
and causes, freshman year

Some students dive into too many

place to start.
Write us an op-ed. Write a letter to the
editor. Send them to opinions@gwhatchet.

Our writing helped push administra-

when you tweet at us or comment on our
tried to help dismantle the stigma around
tensive research and hours of interviews,

is never called into question.
On top of that, if we ever decide to write

student leadership positions.
Under the direction of opinions editor
-

or she must step out of the room. You can tell

over the course of your four years here, and
every new decision deserves your commenDistrict House and the Science and Engineer-

-

-

move to the heart of Foggy Bottom and the
-

Hurd, culture editor Emily Holland, copy
editor Rachel Smilan-Goldstein and design

Freshmen, aim for
balance when joining clubs
ith the hundreds of chances

-

However you do it, stay aware of these
events, stay active in these conversations and
stay engaged with your college.

New students should
make friends out of co-workers

Opposing
views

I

Sarah Blugis
Contributing Opinions
Editor

nights at GW, I was stricken with
panic.

Robin
Jones Kerr

to everyone at some point, I was suddenly
-

Opinions Editor

make any friends here. I saw myself mov-

overwhelmed. Others are too intimidated
-

crastination when they only have limited,

-

meeting, make close friends and work
also important to maintain a presence in a

-

In classes.
up for all those email lists and drag your
ticularly interest them. You should look
-

tive Breaks meeting.
On the other hand, eager freshmen
themselves. If you go to too many meetings, you might never connect with any
one group. If you hone in on only one sturest.
stay well-rounded, you have to dive into
one or two groups while still participating
in others.
-

mission Representative a few times a week
-

my way of calming myself down, and it
worked, for the most part.
As it turns out, I actually wound up
making most of my friendships at places

amount of time as running a large group

co-workers.

For incoming freshmen
anxious about finding
friends, I offer this advice:
Don’t panic. Get a job.

and midway through my sophomore
year, was hired as a Hatchet copy editor.
also secure multiple friend groups – the
all. And if you ever need some change,
your friends who are involved in other
groups can help you gain access to those
other communities as well.
your freshman year and lose interest in a

When you come to college, test out as
from the accomplishments you made in
the long term.

would give me a community of friends.
friendships with co-workers than anyone

-

-

And I fell head over heels for my Hatchet

an institution that we hold dear.
campus gigs (say, at a University department) offer an easy commute and a familiar work environment. And while an

love, go for it. But when in search for your
By the end of the fall semester, you
should discover a couple of favorites –
forward, people whose company you en-

of all – employee discounts.

few.
—Sarah Blugis, a junior majoring in
political communication, is The Hatchet’s
contributing opinions editor.

ment: Studies have shown that students
-

found my place here even sooner.
—Robin Jones Kerr, a senior majoring in
journalism, is The Hatchet’s opinions editor.

Four lessons from your Student Association president

A

and 24 years of age have
the opportunity to attend
a four-year college. By walking onto
our campus, you are already more
fortunate than many of your peers.
During my three years at
spring, I was elected Student Association president, and I want
each of you to know that you
have representatives charged
with connecting you to resources
and improving your overall col-

help you get the most out of your
time here.

You will learn a lot and meet
like you are in over your head. If you
see someone else struggling, ask if
systems that GW has to offer. We are
a community, and it is important to
look out for one another.
Second, always try to talk to
people who are different from you.

$MBTTPG *EMPWF
to share with you a few
lessons I’ve learned
about GW.
Your college career is too short to
only surround yourself with people
who think the same way you do.
Reach out to your classmates,
that you might not normally attend and immerse yourself in dif-

lectually and personally.

-

necessarily dictate how you act.

Hatchet
The GW

(202) 847-0400
www.gwhatchet.com
News tips
Advertising

news@gwhatchet.com
opinions@gwhatchet.com
sports@gwhatchet.com
culture@gwhatchet.com
photo@gwhatchet.com
multimedia@gwhatchet.com

ext. 207
ext. 209
ext. 207
ext. 206
ext. 211
ext. 206

-

-

even greater challenges. Setting at-

your mental health and personal
development.
portantly, try to have some fun and
keep everything in perspective.
It is easy to get caught up in the
self-important rhetoric clouding
a student, and while you should
use your time here wisely, also take
moments for yourself. Go for walks
around the District, plan staycations with your friends or try a
new restaurant – anything that will

Brianna Gurciullo, editor in chief
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humanities. Our University is always growing and improving as
it looks to provide students with
a top-notch education and prepare
Reach out to the SA if you ever
what GW has to offer. And feel free
auguration, and welcome to GW.
—Nick Gumas, a senior
double-majoring in political
communication and political science, is
president of the Student Association.
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University to train trustees, donors in fundraising tactics
From Page 1
equip them with the tools to deliver a consistent message.
Sessions held by Morsberger, Vice President for External
Relations Lorraine Voles and
chair of the Board of Trustees’
fundraising committee Steve
Ross will take place throughout
the morning Friday. Board chair
Nelson Carbonell and University President Steven Knapp, who
both did not return requests for
comment, will also address the
trustees during the weekend.
It will be the most formal
training that trustees and school
directors have undergone in
recent years. One GW leader
who has attended the retreats
said trustees and school council members already have the
necessary experience to make a
successful fundraising pitch.
“If you believe in a story
and you have some facts, you’ll
do a great job. We feel comfortable telling the GW story
already, but these retreats are

about learning even more,” he
said.
He added that the University extends retreat invitations to
school council and other community members about once
every four years, particularly
when the agenda centers on
big news. The last conference
focused on the strategic plan,
which top administrators have
said will usher in a “decade of
transformation” on campus.

Volunteering to bring new
donors into the fold

Hundreds of top donors,
who fundraisers have quietly
courted over the past three
years, will attend the launch
party, which means billionaire
philanthropists Michael Milken
and Sumner Redstone could
make an appearance.
Their combined $80 million
gifts to the public health school
this spring elevated GW’s fundraising portfolio and energized
the community for the fundraising blitz. They were also

It’s bigger than the
Oscars, I’m telling you.
It will build enthusiasm
and a buzz that we’re
the real deal.
BART KOGAN
GW alumnus and donor
the brightest green light for
trustees, who had debated at
three Board meetings this year
whether the University had
pulled in enough to publicly
commit to a $1 billion goal, insiders say.
The campaign dialogue will
rally around those gifts as fundraisers hope to land other donations
that break the $50 million mark.
Before Milken and Redstone’s
donations, GW counted just 10
gifts that topped $10 million in
its history. As competitors across
the nation raked in $100 million
donations, GW’s largest-ever gift
was just $25 million.

GW is still looking for big
gifts to name the business
school, which comes with a
price tag of at least $50 million,
and another multi-million dollar donation toward the Science
and Engineering Hall.
Bart Kogan, who gave
$500,000 to name the on-campus
plaza 15 years ago, said next
time GW has marketed a fundraising effort this enthusiastically.
“They’ve had various dinners
honoring donors after the fact, but
this is new to have a big kick-off
dinner. They have the staff now to
plan this and bring us into the big
leagues,” Kogan said.
His relatively small gift in
1999, by today’s standards,
landed him on the list of GW’s
largest donors of all time, highlighting just how far the University had fallen behind other
colleges. But the campaign will
look to transform GW’s reputation for having a weak alumni
giving base.
Kogan said he would travel

from Los Angeles for the event.
“It’s bigger than the Oscars,
I’m telling you,” Kogan said.
“It will build enthusiasm and a
buzz that we’re the real deal.”
University
spokeswoman
Maralee Csellar declined to say
how much the launch party
would cost.
Carbonell and Alumni Association president Steve Frenkil
also unveiled the plans to several
members of the organization Friday, explaining the details of the
launch and the role GW alumni
would play in the campaign.
National data suggests that
college campaigns of $1 billion or
more rely on alumni to donate at
least a third of the total haul. At
GW, about 10 percent of alumni
currently donate each year.
Frenkil declined to provide
specifics, saying “the Alumni
Association will certainly play
a critical role in the campaign,
but we are not in a position to
share these details until after
the University has officially
launched.”
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The GW Hatchet's
Colonial Inauguration Guide
As you explore the district and get to know gw's campus, use this
guide to point you in the right direction socially and academically.
find more at www.gwhatchet.com.

Freshmen

Race

SOPHIE MCTEAR

NEWS EDITOR

DESIGN EDITOR

Welcome, Class of 2018. During your four years at
GW, you’ll meet people from across the U.S. and around
the world. Here’s a breakdown of your class: where you
come from, who you are and what you look like.
You may even notice that Colonial Inauguration is
more diverse this year. The University has encouraged international students to attend any CI session during the
summer instead of going to the same one, to help them
meet more of their American peers.
One in 10 students come to GW from other countries,
with China topping the list, according to the University’s

MALE

white, 58%
asian, 11%
hispanic, 8%
african american, 5%
two or more races, 4%
unknown, 4%
american indian or
alaska native, <1%
native hawaiian or
pacific islander, <1%

by the numbers

COLLEEN MURPHY

44%

Gender

Note: In 2011 the federal government changed
the options for self-identifying race. They added a
category called "two or more races."

tional student growth helps GW’s bottom line, and the
University has tried to recruit more students from Asia,
quadrupling the total number of Chinese students in par-

Domestic students

56%
FEMALE

International students

New york is the
most popular state,
followed by New
Jersey, California,
Massachusetts and
Pennsylvania.

1 in10

students in the Class of
2018 are foreign, with 45
countries represented.

CHINA

47

KOREA
INDIA

states represented
there are no students from
alaska, arizona or north
dakota in the class of 2018.

Top three countries
China places in first, with
korea and india CLOSE
BEHIND.

most popular
least popular

Freshmen can weigh sanctions history during rush
From Page 1
“If they’re interested in Greek
life and not interested in the hazing
or drinking experience, they may
not seek those [sanctioned] chapters out,” O’Brien said. “But I also
think a lot of people rush Greek life
with the expectation of a lot of those
things being there. As much as we
talk about how bad those things are,
I think a lot of people are looking for
those things, so it may even have the
reverse effect.”
O’Brien said recruitment numbers could also hinge on how ofthe new students at CI information
sessions. Freshmen typically go to a
Greek night during CI to learn more
about the organizations on campus
and how to join in the fall.

Greeks feel target on their backs
governs sorority life, said the

publicized disciplinary records
are a reminder that signing up for
Greek life means “falling into the
spotlight more often.”
But even with the negative atOmega faced sanctions for hazing
this semester, said she doubts the list
will hurt recruiting efforts.
“Members join certain chapters
because of the people they meet
during recruitment, unrelated to
Omega on social probation in November for hazing and underage
drinking, and the sorority could not
serve alcohol at their semi-formal
dance, according to chapter emails
obtained by The Hatchet. The chapter’s president did not return requests for comment.
Three other chapters were
also slapped with hazing violations this semester, though most
of the sanctions on the website
were for unregistered parties or

underage drinking.
In January, Sigma Delta Tau lost
its townhouse following reports
booted off campus for 17 counts of
drug, alcohol and hazing violations
as well as damages to the chapter’s
townhouse. Delta Tau Delta was
also sanctioned for hazing, though
the University and the national organization declined to give details.
Delta Epsilon Mu, a pre-health
professional fraternity and the only
non-social Greek chapter on the list,
was penalized for underage drinking in March. The presidents of the
14 social Greek organizations on the
list did not return multiple requests
for comment.
Casey Wood, who led the
Interfraternity Council through
2013 and graduated this spring,
said he was not concerned with
fraternity rush efforts because the
list of sanctioned groups only reveals an “untold truth.”
“In Greek life, a lot of times it’s

Possible impacts on recruitment

Before publishing the sanctions
list, administrators “benchmarked”
how much detail to include on the
website using lists at other schools,
like the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the University of Arizona.
Administrators from those
schools said though the lists are an
important transparency move, they
haven’t seen much of an impact on
Greek membership.
“Anecdotally though, parents
do pay attention to it,” said Aaron
Bachenheimer, the director of fraternity and sorority life at UNC.

Konwerski said he hopes the online
list of sanctions will help students
choose which student groups to join.
“We believe the new website
provides students important information they can consider as they
make decisions about where to get
involved on campus,” Konwerski
said in an email. He declined requests for a phone interview.

won’t let their son or daughter join?
I don’t have data.”
The two dozen fraternities at
UNC saw their second-highest recruitment totals last fall, adding
330 members, said Kenan Drum,
UNC’s Interfraternity Council
president.
“As far as general interest, it’s
had little to no effect,” he said.

a known fact that there will be kids
who are freshmen and will be at a
fraternity party and there will be
beer there,” Wood said.
He said while the information
release brings student organizations
under scrutiny, Greek groups could
be unfairly targeted.
“It brings accountability, but it’s
unfortunate that Greek chapters get
the shaft because it’s not like no one
else is doing this,” Wood said. “Will
they write up everyone in Thurston
who drinks as freshmen?”
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Your roommate game plan:
how to prepare for...
EMILY HOLLAND
CULTURE EDITOR

...Parties and hook-ups

...Sharing?

If you like to party, let your roommate know. If
you don't, speak up now or forever spend your
Friday nights somewhere else. Decide whether
you'll be OK with your room serving as the go-

Some people like to share and some don’t. It
doesn't always come down to an “only child"
versus “one of 10 children” upbringing, but it’s
best to discuss what's off limits rather than make
assumptions. You don’t want to be frantically

if you or your roommate want alone time with
someone. Work out a system to notify each other
and set reasonable time limits. This might also
be a good time to think about where to go when
you're locked out of the room for the afternoon.

your roommate’s hamper. And if you share food,
make sure you keep your other roommates in the
loop when you run low. No one likes opening an
empty box of cereal in the morning.

...Morning and nighttime routines

...Housekeeping and shopping
Use a calendar to designate chores and keep
a running list of who last bought supplies. Be
careful not to become the mom of the room –
you shouldn't feel like you have to buy every
roll of toilet paper the entire year.

when to
FixIt

ALLISON KOWALSKI
NEWS EDITOR

FixIt receives thousands of requests over the
course of the academic year. If your microwave
is broken or your door creeks, assume your ticket will not appear high on the list. But there are
some cases, such as cockroach infestations, that
will promptly dispatch the University’s facilities
team.
Here’s a guide for when to submit a request,
when to try to take care of the problem yourself
and when to ignore it.

sions on a day-to-day basis, but when your roomit may be time to set some ground rules. And if you
need an hour to get ready, make sure you don't
make your roommates late in the process.

SOPHIE MCTEAR | DESIGN EDITOR

1. Broken glass – FixIt
It might just be one crack in the glass,
but it can lead to a shattered window
if someone accidentally leans on the
ledge. Make sure this is a priority so
you don’t have to worry about avoiding shards of glass strewn across your
carpet.

2. Clogged drain –
Try drain cleaner first
room in Thurston Hall, there’s no
doubt that six heads of hair will clog
up your drain. Luckily, there is a sim-

ZACH MONTELLARO | SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Eckles Library, which offers free hot chocolate and passes out
snacks during finals week, is one of the perks of living on the
Mount Vernon Campus.

or a home remedy of baking soda and
vinegar.

3. Refrigerator is too cold – Check, then submit

What you can
only do on
the Vern

First, make sure the temperature isn’t set too low by checking the dial near the door. Someone
could have accidentally bumped it while making room for that pizza box. But if it doesn’t seem
to change, a FixIt request might be warranted.

4. Bugs – FixIt
Your room will need a full, deep clean to kick those small friends out for good. That’s where
FixIt comes in, but you may need to invest in some bug traps while you wait. As recently as last
and Amsterdam Hall, and they have occasionally seen roaches around campus, too. Submit a

5. Broken furniture – FixIt
Since most freshmen don’t come to college equipped with extensive carpentry skills, broken
dwindles quickly. If your chair is missing a wheel, reach out immediately or expect an older

6. Loose door hinge – Grab a screwdriver
Time to break out that mini tool kit you tossed in the back of your closet. Using a screwdriver
will ultimately be much simpler than waiting for FixIt. Plus, it’ll save you the embarrassment of a

7. Burnt out or flickering lightbulb – Stock up

If the light in your bathroom is looking more strobe than vanity, you might want to give the
bulb a good twist when it’s turned off and cooled down. Otherwise, investing in a bulk pack of

ZACH MONTELLARO | ONLINE VISUAL EDITOR

Tired of all the noise in Thurston? Get yourself a pair of headphones and
crank up the music.

Must-have items for surviving
Thurston Hall
TATIANA CIRISANO
CONTRIBUTING CULTURE EDITOR

1. Ear plugs or headphones

3. Fan

If you’re living in Thurston Hall, you won’t
be in short supply of noises to keep you
awake – from the clatter of high heels in the
stairwell to the sound of beer cans crashing
in the elevator. Keep the clamor at bay with
earplugs or a set of headphones.

A fair warning: GW will turn off the air
conditioning too early in the fall and
switch it back on too late in the spring.

2. Air freshener
Before you become accustomed to the smell
of musty carpet and burnt microwave
meals, get in the habit of spraying your
room with a layer of air freshener.

4. Folding chair
You may love Thurston as a social haven, but you won’t enjoy your neighbors
plopping down on your bed every time
they barge into your room for a visit.
Keep a folding chair handy for when
they do.

EMILY HOLLAND
CULTURE EDITOR

1. DVDs from Eckles

Eckles Library has free DVD rentals with
both new releases and old favorites.
Think of it as your college Blockbuster
and use it when you want to have a movie night.

2. Athletic fields

Foggy Bottom’s main green space is
University Yard, but the Mount Vernon
Campus has athletic fields for your pickup game of soccer or ultimate Frisbee.
From the soccer and baseball fields to
the tennis courts, the Vern gives you everything you need for outdoor athletics.

3. Zebi

Learn to spend your GWorld at Zebi because the food is both delicious and convenient for those mornings before your
University Writing class when you need
a quick bite to eat.

4. Sledding

Not all D.C. winters are like last year ’s,
but when it does snow and you want to
go sledding, the Vern is one of the best
spots. The athletic fields can also turn
into a massive snowball fight arena, and
because the campus is in a suburban
area, the snow usually sticks around a
bit longer.
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How to gain the freshman 15 ...
They’re open late and they take GWorld

Grocery shopping: The good and bad news

CONTRIBUTING CULTURE EDITOR

CULTURE EDITOR

TATIANA CIRISANO

EMILY HOLLAND

1. Whole Foods

1. Crepeaway

2201 I St. NW
Good news – Location, location, location. The quality is good and Whole Foods has tons
of options, from the hot bar to meals you can easily make in your residence hall. Plus, the
store is now open until 11 p.m.
Bad news – It can be pricey and the lines are killer during the lunch rush and dinnertime.

(until midnight or later)
Students frequent this creperie so often its website encourages customers to
take 4-RIDE if they ever crave a late-night meal. The menu offers sweet and
savory crepes for customers to devour in-store or have delivered to their doorstep.

2. Trader Joe’s

2. Carvings

(until midnight or later)
Order up a plate of quesadillas, mozzarella sticks or french fries and grab a seat
in a booth if you can. A student hub just down the street from Thurston Hall,
this cafe will likely become a staple of your freshman year meal plan.

101 25th St. NW
Good news – Cheap organic food is a strong draw, making Trader Joe’s a standout grocery
option. The store has great produce and even better wine.
Bad news – Trader Joe’s is a decent walk from campus, especially if you live in Thurston
Hall, but it’s probably worth the trip for some chocolate peanut butter cupcakes.

3. Tonic

3. Safeway

(until 1 a.m. or later)
Famous for crispy-on-the-outside, fluffy-on-the-inside tater tots, Tonic is a destination for a late night out – or a Sunday-morning cure. The Mac & Cheese ($9)
or Ultimate Nachos ($12) are sure to satisfy. But be prepared to get comfortable,
as the restaurant is notorious for slow service.

4865 MacArthur Blvd. NW or 1855 Wisconsin Ave. NW
Good news – One of the perks of living on the Mount Vernon Campus, the Safeway on
MacArthur Boulevard has great prices and a wide selection.
Bad news – It is far from Foggy Bottom, but thankfully the Vex will take you most of the
way. There is another Safeway on Wisconsin Avenue in Georgetown, but don’t count on
anything other than Uber, Lyft or a cab to get you and your haul home.

4. Shenkman Hall

4. Costco

(formerly Ivory Tower, hours vary)
This coveted residence hall features a basement cafeteria with two late-night
dining spots: Pita Pit (open until 2 a.m.), which has sandwiches starting at
$5.75, and Gallery Market & Cafe (open until 2 a.m.), Carving’s cousin that offers a hot bar, sandwiches and packaged snacks.

1200 South Fern St. Arlington, Va.
Good news – You can buy in bulk.
Bad news – The store is in Pentagon City, and getting back on the Metro can be a challenge,
especially if you get carried away with all the great deals. Bring extra bags and boxes to
hold everything. Shoppers also need a membership card, so you’ll need to swipe mom’s
before you leave home.

5. Burger Tap & Shake

(Fridays and Saturdays until 1 a.m.)
This burger joint has every type of burger from the classic beef patty ($6) to
turkey, veggie and salmon burgers ($8). And you’ll want a shake with that. Pick
from 11 different flavors, including the “BTS Shake,” made with Butterfinger,
Twix and Snickers bars ($5).

5. Giant

1400 7th St. NW or 1345 Park Rd. NW
Good news – It’s a familiar grocery store for some and pretty typical as far as options,
variety and prices go.
Bad news – The closest stores are in Logan Circle or Columbia Heights, making them not
the most accessible of the bunch.

Where to find your comfort food
EMILY HOLLAND
CULTURE EDITOR

1. BBQ

If you come from the land of barbecue, or it
just makes you happy to order up a stack of
ribs, go to The Pig (1320 14th St. NW) to satisfy your craving. Offering classic hickory BBQ
($20) and macaroni and cheese ($8) along with
some more ambitious dishes like spicy BBQ
pig tails ($7), this snout-to-tail restaurant may
not be your hometown BBQ, but it should
help ease your hankering.

2. Chicago Deep Dish

While there’s no shortage of knockoff, thincrust New York pizza in the District, deep dish
District of Pi (910 F St.
of deep dish pizzas ($13 to $23) in addition to
thin-crust pies.

4. Fresh Seafood

Anyone who lives by the ocean, whether the

3. Deep South

Po’ Boy Bayou (2519 Pennsylvania Ave. NW)
will accommodate your Creole and Deep
South needs. Fried green tomatoes ($10), Jambalaya ($19) and a variety of po’ boy platters
($17 to $20) will transport you back to the Gulf
Coast.

The Maine Avenue Fish Market
market called “The Wharf” where you can
purchase fresh seafood or check out different

... AND HOW To lose it
Five cheap ways to fight the Freshman 15
1. Ditch studios for
community yoga groups

D.C.’s yoga studios can be a pricey
way to stay in shape – with each
class costing upwards of $15.
Thankfully, a number of groups offer free sessions. Kali Yoga Studio
in Columbia Heights holds open
classes every Friday and Sunday.

2. Join a running club

Sign up with programs like DC
Capital Striders, Pacers and I Run
You Run, which all host runs at
least once a week. Not only will
you get to meet other runners in
the area, but the competitive environment will push you to pick up
your pace.

4. Skip the Uber

3. Take advantage of
the Lerner Health and
Wellness Center

“Included in tuition” isn’t exactly
the same as free, but since you’re
already paying, you might as well
check out the workout equipment
known as HelWell. Besides the dozens of cardio machines, yoga mats
and a fully-stocked weight room,
-

We know – it’s tempting to
avoid the walk to Georgetown
and roll up in an Uber car instead. But you’ll be happy
when you save some money
and walk off those Baked &
Wired cupcakes.

5. Bring your bike
from home

You don’t have to ride it to
every class, but a bike ride is
cheaper than a cab and can be
faster than the Metro. Try taking a ride around the monuments at dusk. Or, if you’re
unable to drag your bike to
D.C. from home, rent a Capital
Bikeshare.

Patio Dining
Rain Or Shine

ZACH MONTELLARO | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Georgetown canal is a short downhill run from Foggy Bottom.

The top five running routes
EMILY HOLLAND
CULTURE EDITOR

1. The Waterfront

A downhill jog from Foggy Bottom will bring you past the Watergate
and into Georgetown. Take both short or long runs on the wooden
decks and paved paths, or bolt up a side street to run along the canal. On your way back, you can duck into Farmers Fishers Bakers for
brunch.

2. The National Mall

Circling from the Lincoln Memorial to the Capitol Building and back
adds up to about six miles. While pathways can become clogged with
tourists during the spring and summer, running past the monuments
and museums never gets old.

3. MacArthur Boulevard
© ENID ROMANEK

Secluded from the commotion of the city, the neighborhood around
the Mount Vernon Campus offers a quiet running route. Breathe easier
with less dust and car exhaust, and head behind the campus on MacArthur Boulevard, which runs parallel to the Capital Crescent Trail.
Taking any side street will allow you to run on that path as well.

4. Mt. Vernon Trail

“BEST LATE-NIGHT EATS”–Washington Post
BOOKSTORE2CAFE2BAR
BREAKFAST2LUNCH22! 
 #  # #2  
   ! 2DUPONT METRO/Q ST. EXIT 2@KramersCafe 2Kramers.com

Try the other side of the Potomac River for a change. Across the Arlington Memorial Bridge, you can run down to the Mt. Vernon Trail and
toward Rosslyn. It’s about a four-mile loop from Foggy Bottom down
the road, across the Key Bridge and back through Georgetown. Or you
can use the trail to go to Theodore Roosevelt Island.

5. West Potomac Park

This route will take you along the Tidal Basin and by the Jefferson Metourists on the paths if you ever go during cherry blossom season.
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Undecided? How to pick a major
EMILY HOLLAND
CULTURE EDITOR

Explore introductory classes

Get to know the department

Chat with students
-

Sit in on a class

SOPHIE MCTEAR |
DESIGN EDITOR

Consult your adviser

Where to go when you need
a break from Gelman
1. Library of Congress
-

2. University Yard
-

3. Duques Hall

ZACH MONTELLARO | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tired of Gelman? Study for finals in the Library of Congress instead.

4. Ames Hall

6. Peet's Coffee & Tea
-

5. Marvin Center Third Floor Terrace

7. Lincoln Memorial
-

Next law dean faces challenges of falling enrollment
-

From Page 1
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-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
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Business school accreditor to return in coming year
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The school’s next steps
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Initial fears realized
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Last year's top
news stories in 140
characters or less
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

The GW Hatchet

The GW Hatchet

GW announced it would require juniors to live
on campus, starting with the Class of 2018.

After lobbying from student groups, the
formal complaint for sexual assault.

The GW Hatchet

The GW Hatchet

GW admitted that administrators consider

City and campus police botched two gun

years of misrepresenting itself as need-blind.

called a “breakdown in procedure.”

The GW Hatchet

The GW Hatchet

Mayor Vincent Gray, an alumnus, announced
he would seek re-election, despite allegations of

Freshman Sean Keefer, a Clark Engineering
scholar, was found dead in his West Hall room
in what was later ruled a suicide.

mayoral bid.

The GW Hatchet

The GW Hatchet

GW announced a surprise merger with the
Corcoran, marking its largest academic
takeover in more than a decade.

No more long walks to Student Health Service:
GW announced it would move SHS and the
University Counseling Center to campus.

The GW Hatchet

The GW Hatchet

Mount Vernon Campus next fall, following the
suicide of a third student in West Hall.

renovations to the Corcoran.

ZACH MONTELLARO | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GW will pay $25 million for the first phase of renovations to the Corcoran Gallery of Art, part
of a merger that will bring about 550 Corcoran students to GW.

What's the deal with the Corcoran?

RACHAEL GERENDASY
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

You may not have heard
the news, but 550 students
from one of the oldest art institutions in the city will join
the GW community this fall.
And next year, incoming
freshmen from that school
could attend Colonial Inauguration.
The details of GW’s
merger with the Corcoran College of Art + Design
have just started to come
into focus. The University has guaranteed that
full-time Corcoran faculty
will keep their jobs for at
least the next year, and the
Corcoran Gallery of Art’s
about 17,000 works will
head to the National Gallery of Art, the third major
player in the deal.

But the decisions that remain have left many students
uneasy, said Miguel Perez, the
undergraduate vice president
of the Corcoran College of
Art + Design Student Council. Administrators have yet
to determine how they will
structure classes, exactly how
much art students’ tuition will
increase over time and what
will happen to Corcoran staff
and part-time professors.
“It’s like we’ve been
pushed out of an airplane
with a parachute, and we’re
not sure if it’s going to open
or not,” Perez said.
More than 170 people
have signed a petition that
Corcoran students penned
last week, which demands
regular meetings with GW
senior associate vice provost
for academic affairs, plans to

meet with students Tuesday.
Administrators
are
weighing whether to make
the Corcoran a separate arts
conservatory or envelop
it into the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences. If
the school merges with the
ment, students might have to
pay GW’s full $60,000 sticker
price, making it the nation’s
most expensive arts degree.
is still deciding how it will
support Corcoran students.
About 92 percent now receive need or merit-based
centage points higher than
GW students. And more
Corcoran students – about
5 percent – default on their
loans.
—Colleen Murphy contributed
reporting.

Five events you can
only experience in D.C.
TATIANA CIRISANO
CONTRIBUTING CULTURE EDITOR

1. Inaugural Ball

2. Presidential Election

(January 2017)

(November 2016)

If you attend GW, odds are you’ll spend time
debating politics, playing drinking games
during presidential debates or perhaps volunteering for a campaign. This black-tie event
is the best way to celebrate the inauguration,
with dance performances, live music and
enough refreshments to revel in your party’s
victory or forget your candidate’s defeat. It’s
like prom, but we’re the only college students
in the city that have one.

It starts with picking your team and ends
with running to the White House regardless of who wins. The presidential campaign
season promises to electrify one of the most
politically active student bodies in the nation. Die-hard Democrat or Republican? You
won’t be alone if you take a semester off to

3. Spring Fling

(Spring 2015)

Celebrate the end of classes – and your last
free concert. No word yet on who will headline the 2015 show, but that act will join the
ranks of Jay Sean, Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
and Childish Gambino.

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

Seattle-based rapper Macklemore headlined
last year’s Spring Fling.

4. Cherry Blossom Festival

5. TEDxFoggyBottom

You’ll learn there’s nothing like D.C. in the
spring, so head out to this annual festival
marking the start of the season for endless Instagram opportunities and outdoor
events.

Since 2012, students have organized – and
even been featured in – this event on campus, where speakers of all ages and professions share experiences and life lessons
with the audience.

(March-April 2015)

(February 2015)
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Sports
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The men’s tennis team’s national ranking after the
2013-14 season, a 20-spot improvement from its No. 73
ranking at the end of 2013.

Men’s basketball readies for comebacks, new expectations
NORA PRINCIOTTI

ing up the squad’s rebounding
numbers – after the Colonials tied
Dayton for the conference’s best rebounding margin last season – will
be a top priority without Armwood.
Lonergan said senior John Ko-

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

After nearly two years on camgone home.
Two years ago, the team was in
D.C. for summer training and then
took a trip to Italy. Last year, the
players were together practicing
and taking classes during both summer sessions.
But now, after the Colonials’
in seven years, the team is starting
out the summer apart. While some
focus on rehabilitation and others
ginning to mentally prepare for a
new season with heightened expectations.
As soon as GW’s breakout 24win season ended, junior guard Joe
McDonald had surgery on his injured left hip. He said he went in for
the procedure as early as possible so
he would have just enough time to
recover before the start of the 201415 season.
McDonald is one of only two
mer session, earning a few credits
while he rehabilitates his injury.
He is working with Head Athletic
Trainer Chris Hennelly to regain
his range of motion, and began to
lift weights using his upper-body
muscles last week.
After playing through pain in
nearly every game last season, McDonald said his body feels “great”
after surgery.
“The physical therapist and athletic trainers said that [I would feel
good] but not to get too eager,” McDonald said. “I’m just waiting for
that moment when I can get back on
the court with everybody.”
The junior has company in the
training room: Fairfax, Va. native
Kethan Savage has commuted to
campus several times as he recovers from a broken metatarsal in his
left foot. Savage and Lonergan said

starting spot at power forward, and
is working over the summer to gain
weight and muscle to hold his own
in the paint. Kopriva averaged 1.8
points and 2.5 rebounds per game
in 2013-14.
“If we had a game tomorrow
night, [Kopriva] would be our starting four man, power forward,” Lonergan said. “He’s not going to replace [Armwood], for sure, no one
person will on our team. But I think
if our guards can each get another
rebound, [Larsen] gets another rebound each game and [Kopriva]
can average a decent amount of rebounds each game, then it can make
up for the double-double that we’re
losing.”

Settling down, bulking up

CAMERON LANCASTER | PHOTO EDITOR

Juniors Joe McDonald, left, and Kethan Savage are using the summer to recover from last season’s injuries.

the junior guard should be ready for
contact basketball in July’s Kenner
League, where the entire roster – minus McDonald – is expected to play.
“My foot has no pain or anything, it’s good,” Savage said. “I’m
feeling like I’ll be 100 percent maybe
in about a month. I’m still working
on getting my explosiveness back.”
Savage was averaging 13.4
points per game and led the team
with 36 total steals before he was
injured on Jan. 18 in a game against
St. Bonaventure, forcing him to miss
the rest of the regular season. Unable to go on the court, he said he
instead watched college and NBA
basketball, which allowed him to
step back and study the game.

“When I couldn’t play, I tried to
expand other parts of my game, expand my basketball IQ and just improve myself in any way possible so
that when I do get back on the court
in game situations I’ll be ready to
go,” Savage said.

Same faces, new roles

Lonergan will return four starters next season: McDonald, Savage,
Kevin Larsen and Patricio Garino.
But replacing the stars who have
graduated, particularly Isaiah Armwood and his team-leading 8.4 rebounds per game, will push familiar
faces to adopt new roles next year.
McDonald was one of the
league’s premier point guards in
2013-14 as he made nearly 40 percent

of his three point shots, led GW with
50 steals and averaged 8.3 points per
game. But he may move to shooting
guard because of his demonstrated
ability to rebound: The junior pulled
down 4.6 rebounds per game from
the point guard position last season.
With McDonald taking some
minutes in the two spot, Savage
will likely see more time at the point
guard position.
“[Savage has] really expanded his game and if his foot stays
healthy and everything – I’m not
talking about just points – I think
he’ll be even better than he was last
year because he got so many repetitions and practice at playing point
guard,” Lonergan said.
The change illustrates that keep-

McDonald is the sole returning
player still on campus, but rising
freshman Yuta Watanabe is also taking classes while adjusting to life in
D.C.
Lonergan invited Watanabe
to his home over Memorial Day
weekend, and his children taught
the Japanese high school star how to
play checkers. Lonergan said some
of the older players also took Watanabe, a former member of the Japanese National Team, to a Washington Nationals game, where a group
of Japanese teenagers in the stands
asked for his autograph.
“I’m sure that was exciting for
Yuta because he’s got a big reputation in Japan,” Lonergan said.
Lonergan said Watanabe, like
many of the incoming freshmen,
will prioritize bulking up over the
at the Kenner League. The group
especially against the bigger bodies
they’ll meet on college courts.

ZACH MONTELLARO | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Athletic Director Patrick Nero was named chair of the Atlantic 10’s Counsel
of Athletic Directors in May.

Nero sizes up teams,
builds momentum for fall
SEAN HURD
SPORTS EDITOR

About to start his fourth year as GW’s
athletic director, Patrick Nero is coming
off of the department’s most successful
season since he arrived.
The accomplishments this year have
added up: The NCAA recognized 15 of
19 teams for academic excellence, GW
community service challenge and a handful of the 23 athletic programs had their
best seasons in program history.
But Nero, who recently started his
tenure as chair of the A-10 athletics director council, plans to stay just as active this
summer as he did during the academic
year, working incessantly to capitalize on
last season’s triumphs.
Nero has asked the head coaches and
sports administrators of each athletic program to write a report about its season,
which he will sit down and review with
them one-on-one.
He is splitting his focus between internal improvements and expanding the department’s reach. After multiple programs
squeaked into the national spotlight last
year, Nero aims to take advantage of the
newfound attention and devise strategies
for further building up pride at home.
With an emphasis on men’s and women’s basketball, two of the most successful
programs last season, Nero is reaching out
to non-conference schools in the hopes of
creating buzz about GW sports.
In late April, men’s basketball head
coach Mike Lonergan announced a homeand-home agreement with the University
of Virginia, last year’s Atlantic Coast Conference regular season champions. Then
on June 5, Nero tweeted that GW also

agreed to play two programs in the Big
Ten, a conference that sent six teams to the
NCAA tournament last season.
Along with games against big-name
teams comes the opportunity for publicity. Nero said the men’s basketball team
made 25 television appearances last year,
on channels ranging from the CBS Sports
Network to ESPN.
“That’s really big for us in terms of
building pride and building school spirit,”
teams promise to attract larger crowds to
the Smith Center.
After posting its most successful home
record in years, men’s basketball sold out
three of its last four games. The crowd
grew so large at some matches that Smith
Center staff had to turn some students
away.
“It’s a great problem to have,” Nero
said. “In the offseason you spend your
time saying OK what are the things you
want to improve, what are the solutions
those solutions within the budget that you
have.”
GW will try to create an inviting atmoing system and concessions. Nero said he
is working to add a feature to GW’s app
that allows students to pre-order concessions or have them delivered.
Nero is also making time to focus on
the department’s newest programs: diving for a diving coach, but plans to bring
him or her on board by midsummer.
While the diving program waits for a
ter. Nero said cross-country runners will
compete in track competitions, and the
rest of the team will include undergradu-

