Thursday, August 21, 2014 | Vol. 111 Iss. 4

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER • SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

welcome
wel
we
w
elco
el
e
lcome
lco
l
co
co
ome
m
me
e

Hatchet
The GW

APTAIN COOKIE

hopes to begin new era with
permanent Foggy Bottom home
counter-style seating in the upstairs loft.
“We want to be somewhere that
students can come in and get an ice
cream sandwich in about 30 seconds
or they could come in and spend like
eight hours here hanging out upstairs,”
he said.

JACQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

As Captain Cookie and the Milkman prepares to open a store at 2000
Pennsylvania Ave. next month, owner
Kirk Francis is taking a bet that the
GW community’s sweet tooth will be
enough to cover the costs of a permanent shop.
Francis’ franchise will move into
the small space in the Shops at 2000
Penn that couldn’t support its ice cream
and cookie predecessor, longtime tenant Cone E. Island. Captain Cookie
will face the same challenge that forced
the campus staple to close last spring:
competition from a growing crop of
big-name business in the area.
Still, Francis has seen his business
rapidly expand since he ﬁrst took his
food truck to D.C.’s streets two years
ago, and the force behind that growth
has been a loyal base of customers
hungry for homemade ice cream sandwiches.
“Cone E. Island was here for 27
years. If I get even close to that I’ll consider it a job well done,” Francis said.
“So we really want to become the kind
of campus hangout, the nostalgic but
also trendy place that Cone E. Island
was in its heyday.”
Since he announced the venture
last week, Francis has moved quickly.
By the end of this week, he expects to
clear out the remnants of the former
GW landmark.
Standing in the middle of the
now empty space, Francis said he
envisions stations where students
can customize their orders and
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Corcoran art galleries will close for renovation Oct. 1, making room for more classrooms and studio space.

With court approval, GW
looks to give Corcoran new life
independent entity,” Judge Robert Okun ruled.
“But this Court would ﬁnd it even more painful
to deny the relief requested and allow the Corcoran to face its likely demise.”
After it ran a deﬁcit for “the majority” of the
past 13 years, the Corcoran’s board of trustees
approved tuition increases, consolidated departments, reduced travel expenses and mandated
oversight on spending that topped $2,500, according to court documents.

After summer in the
courtroom, historic deal
moves forward
With less than a week before classes begin, a D.C. judge has signed oﬀ on GW’s
landmark merger with the Corcoran College
of Art + Design.
The decision ended a month-long legal
battle, allowing GW to absorb the arts school
and the Corcoran to send 17,000 works to the
National Gallery of Art. A six-day orientation
for Corcoran students begins this week, but
administrators will still have to quell fears
from a student body that has long worried
about losing the creative atmosphere of its
small design school.
About 190 undergraduates and 180 graduate students from the Corcoran are enrolled at
GW for the fall semester, said University spokeswoman Maralee Csellar. Thirteen students graduated with a ﬁne arts degree from GW last year.
The hearings that led up to the court’s decision combed through GW’s plans to absorb the
Corcoran, which the arts institution’s accreditors
said was likely the only way to save the ﬁnancially failing school from closure. Accrediting ofﬁcials argued that the University’s plan oﬀered
“the greatest amount of ﬁnancial support,” according to court documents.
The hearings, which included testimony
from University President Steven Knapp, revealed decades of eﬀorts to resurrect the ﬁnancially crumbling institution and the court’s hesitancy to hand its school over to GW.
“This Court ﬁnds it painful to issue an order that eﬀectively dissolves the Corcoran as an

I think kids that are really serious
about art will discover that it’s a
lot different going to a factory
to learn art work than it is to go
to an atelier, and that’s what is
going to happen.

Captain Cookie has a ﬁve-year
lease at 2000 Pennsylvania Ave.,
with the option to extend the lease
for another ﬁve years. Although
Francis declined to give exact ﬁgures, rent will cost “multiple thousands a month,” and the small business expects about 80 percent of its
customers to be GW students.
“The plan is to sell a lot of cookies,” he joked.
He will also expand his menu to
include milkshakes, hot beverages and
home-brewed sodas. The store’s staﬀ
will be made up of GW students, who
will deliver cookies late at night to residence halls.
Francis, who said he sometimes
works more than 100 hours a week,
said his work ethic will keep the business aﬂoat.
He had to beat out more than 20
other establishments for the spot. The
University eventually chose him, Francis said, because his popularity within
the GW community will ensure the
store’s longevity.
University spokesman Kurtis Hiatt
declined to provide the names of other
businesses that had applied for the
space. The University chooses tenants
See CAPTAIN COOKIE Page 12

TERRENCE SHANAHAN
Attorney, member of Save the Corcoran
Turnover in the Corcoran’s fundraising ofﬁce and on its board added more pressure, and
recent senior staﬀ hires lacked experience in running museums or colleges.
Corcoran trustees will keep their positions
once the merger is complete, Corcoran spokeswoman Mimi Carter said. She declined to say
whether a Corcoran trustee would sit on GW’s
Board of Trustees.
In court, opponents of the merger argued
that the board has “overstated the severity of
the Corcoran’s current ﬁnancial condition and
understated its ability to raise the funds needed
to address its ﬁnancial conditions.” They oﬀered
alternative solutions, such as selling some of the
Corcoran’s art or revving up fundraising eﬀorts.
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COLLEEN MURPHY

A cookie-centered business plan

Kirk Francis, owner of the popular Captain Cookie food truck, holds a menu for
his first brick-and-mortar store, which is under construction in the Shops at 2000
Penn. It will replace 27-year tenant Cone E. Island.

See CORCORAN Page 10

GW's financial chief earns above peers
COLLEEN MURPHY
AND ALISSA VARGHESE
HATCHET REPORTERS
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The University’s top financial officer earned a larger
compensation package than
his counterparts at GW’s competitor schools last year, though
most outperform the institution
financially.
Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz’s total
compensation package topped
$1.41 million. That’s more than
double what the average chief
financial officer received at
13 of the schools GW calls its
peers, including Duke and New
York universities and the University of Southern California.
At the same time, the University’s nearly $1.5 billion endowment is smaller than over
half of its peer schools and its
reliance on tuition is among the
highest of its peers. GW’s investment portfolio grew about 9
percent last year, falling behind
many of those institutions, and
11 have higher credit ratings,
according to Moody’s Investor
Service.

1990

The 64 percent year-toyear jump in Katz’s total pay
comes from a deal he negotiated when GW hired him in 1990
and promised him a bonus of
$533,994. Without his bonuses
included, Katz’s salary still outpaced a dozen finance chiefs.
He declined requests to sit for
an interview.
The
executive
committee of GW’s Board of Trustees
determines Katz’s compensation. University spokeswoman
Maralee Csellar said the committee uses compensation data
from an outside consulting firm
that includes information from

similar universities, and she
said Katz’s compensation was
“based on achieving established
goals and meeting performance
expectations.”
Georgetown University declined to provide its treasurer ’s
compensation, salary or tax filings. Historically, the finance
officer at Georgetown has not
received a larger compensation
package than Katz, based on
past tax forms.
Katz steers GW’s financial
decisions like crafting annual
budgets, planning major campus construction projects and
overseeing landmark deals,
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It says that money is what matters most and
the person who manages money is the most
valued person on campus.
CARY NELSON
President, American Association of University Professors
such as GW’s merger with the
Corcoran College of Art + Design.
Experts say Katz’s earnings show the University’s trust
in the administrator who has
worked at GW for 24 years.
But Cary Nelson, the president of the American Association of University Professors
who has studied higher education compensation trends,
pointed out that Katz’s large
compensation package and salary are well above the market
rate.
“It’s highly likely your institution could hire a good financial services officer for half
a million dollars less,” Nelson
said.
Katz’s pay also topped
University President Steven

(202) 337-1000 www.mannyandolgas.com
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$3 off your first online order

Knapp’s $1.28 million compensation the same year.
Nelson said that 10 percent
difference could unintentionally send a message that GW
cares more about its bottom line
than its values.
“It says that money is what
matters most and the person
who manages money is the
most valued person on campus,” Nelson said.
Katz has led the University
through two decades of rapid
expansion, including pouring
about half a billion dollars into
construction projects and growing the endowment by about
four times from where it sat at
$296 million when he started in
See COMPENSATION Page 10

OPEN LATE

MONDAY-THURSDAY 10AM-4AM
1641 Wisconsin Ave, NW ALL MAJOR CREDIT FRIDAY-SATURDAY
10AM-5AM
Washington, D.C. 20007 CARDS ACCEPTED! SUNDAY
11AM-4AM
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by Sophie McTear
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CRIME LOG

POPULAR LAST WEEK

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
2300 block of G Street
8/1/14 – 9:40 a.m.
Case closed

University Police Department oﬃcers responded
to a report of a man and woman, both unaﬃliated
with GW, who were assaulting each other with a
cane. Neither was willing to press charges. Metropolitan Police Department oﬃcers also responded.
Subjects barred from campus

URINATING IN PUBLIC/DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Veteran’s Park
8/5/14 – 4:11 p.m.
Case closed

UPD responded to reports of an individual urinating in public. The subject was advised to move
along.
No further action taken

DUI/DWI

800 block of 21st Street
8/14/14 – 9:43 p.m.
Case closed

UPD responded to reports of a man asleep in his
car who may have been involved in an accident.
MPD and D.C. Fire and Emergency Medical Services arrived at the scene, and MPD advised that the
subject be arrested.
Subject arrested
–Compiled by Eva Palmer
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CAPTAIN
COOKIE TO
OPEN STORE

Students will soon be
able to get their fix
of Captain Cookie at
a permanent spot on
campus.

2

GW PICKS NEW
DEAN FOR LAW
SCHOOL

The next dean of the
GW Law School, former
dean of Wake Forest
University’s law school,
will arrive in September.

WORTH QUOTING

“Since we borrowed up to our
eyeballs, we need to preserve
the confidence of our creditors.
To the extent that Katz has the
confidence of our creditors,
maybe that’s part of his value.”
ANTHONY YEZER , economics professor, on
GW financial chief Lou Katz’s $1.4 million
compensation package.
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OFFICIALS SPEAK
ABOUT GREEK
SANCTIONS AT CI

WATCH
ONLINE

Corcoran College of Art + Design alumnus Benjamin Tolman protested GW’s acquisition of the school Monday by hanging a
sign with the word “Fuck” on the building’s entrance. “So I know I can’t have any effect, but I guess for me it’s a little more
of a memorial if not a protest,” Tolman said.

Watch online for a recap of the past year’s

When freshmen consider
biggest news.
joining Greek life this fall,
Video by Blair Guild.
they’ll weigh another factor for
the first time: an organization’s
disciplinary record.

THIS WEEK

Friday, Aug. 22

Graduate Student Library
Orientation

Tour Gelman Library with fellow
graduate students and attend
a one-hour orientation held by
Gelman librarians.
Gelman Library • 2 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 23
Colonial Luau

Meet student veterans and their
families at a festive luau hosted by
the Office of Military and Veteran
Student Services.
University Yard • Noon

Saturday, Aug. 23

First Night at the Mount
Vernon Estate

Visit the Mount Vernon Estate, the
home of the University’s namesake,
with incoming freshmen. Student
Association leaders will host the event.
Mount Vernon Estate • 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 24

Target Takeover

Board a bus to Columbia Heights’
Target to buy dorm room essentials
with new friends. Only GW students
can attend.
Multiple locations • 9:30 p.m.
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A law professor and
his role in Watergate
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR
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Officials asked faculty to point students to the bookstore for textbooks instead of online deals websites.

GW asks faculty to promote bookstore
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

As more students turn to websites
like Amazon and Chegg to buy textbooks, the University took steps this
summer to ensure professors were
directing their students to the campus
store ﬁrst.
The University sent a letter to all
faculty this month asking them not to
tell students about cheaper online resources for ordering required books,
insisting instead that they only refer
students to the bookstore. The note
prompted outcry from faculty who said
the rule would limit their free speech,
and Director of Campus Support Services Nancy Haaga backtracked on the
message days later.
Professors said the letter demonstrated a lack of understanding of
their responsibilities to help students
learn, and they will continue to suggest
cheaper textbook options for students.
“Being constrained is inappropriate. I can’t imagine faculty being
gagged like that,” said Charles Garris,
an engineering professor and the chair
of the Faculty Senate.
He added that if the University
had enforced the mandate, it would
have restricted faculty members’ ability to advocate for their students – one
of the key tenets of academic freedom.
After they received the letter, several professors in the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences complained
to top administrators including Senior
Vice Provost for Academic Aﬀairs and
Planning Forrest Maltzman and University President Steven Knapp.
Haaga, who has worked at GW for

Students are savvy. They grew
up with Amazon and know that
online you have more options.
USHER LIEBERMAN
Chegg Vice President of Communication
more than two decades, sent a second
letter within a week retracting the previous instructions.
“Faculty members have discretion
over what they put on their syllabi, and
we needed to be clearer about that,”
University spokesman Kurtis Hiatt
said. He declined to comment on why
GW sent the initial letter.
The controversy highlights the
pressure college bookstores are experiencing as students increasingly head
online to buy textbooks. The online
textbook rental company Chegg saw
its online revenue grow 66 percent and
overall revenue increase 22 percent in
the ﬁrst quarter of 2014, according to
the company’s website.
A Hatchet analysis found at least
seven textbooks in subjects like chemistry, politics and macroeconomics were
at least 13 percent more expensive at
GW’s bookstore than on Amazon.
Universities typically receive a
commission from sales in their campus
bookstores, which is determined by
their contracts with textbook providers
like Follett Higher Education Group,
Inside Higher Ed reported.
“There’s no question that if the
money were rolling in and Follett was
bathed in money and the University
was getting its percent, who would

complain?” economics professor Donald Parsons said. “I think surely the
whole nut of this is that they looked
around and found nobody is buying
books at the bookstore anymore.”
Haaga declined to provide textbook sales information for the last three
years. In 2013, rentals increased 5 percent and comprised 28 percent of total
textbook transactions, according to the
latest data GW has released.
Usher Lieberman, the vice president of communications at Chegg, said
the company saw textbook rentals increase 21 percent in the ﬁrst half of 2014
– which means college bookstores have
to struggle to keep pace.
“Students are savvy. They grew up
with Amazon and know that online
you have more options,” he said. “Colleges are under pressure, and they’ll
pull the levers where they have to.”
Haaga declined to provide details
about GW’s contract with its textbook
supplier. Tom Kline, Follett’s spokesman, said the company does not release contractual details because of the
“competitive nature of bookselling.”
Bryan Boulier, deputy economics
department chair, said he sends information to his students every August
about required textbooks, oﬀering suggestions for cheaper places to buy the
books. Boulier emailed Knapp after he
read the letter, and said Knapp seemed
surprised to hear about it.
“There are funny incentives
for universities to steer students to
bookstores because the University
gets a cut, so that means there’s at
least a potential for bad behavior,”
Boulier said.
—Brandon Lee contributed reporting.

Before Richard Nixon
resigned from oﬃce forty
years ago this month, a GW
law professor urged a federal judge to assign a special prosecutor to the case.
John Banzhaf was
closely following developments in the Watergate
scandal when he decided
to petition for a new prosecutor – one who didn’t
report to the president –
to investigate the case instead of a Department of
Justice oﬃcial. That landmark petition paved the
way for Nixon’s resignation in 1974.
A trained engineer
turned legal activist, Banzhaf’s work has centered
on identifying situations he
ﬁnds unjust and oﬀering
legal solutions. Some of his
notable successes include
gaining women’s access
to D.C.’s Cosmo’s Club, a
historically all-male social
club, and requiring broadcasters to show an equal
number of anti- and protobacco commercial advertisements on television.
“I’m always on the
alert for situations that
seem important and significant and where I might be
able to contribute or have
some impact with my legal
knowledge,” Banzhaf said.
As news began to unravel that the Watergate
break-in could be connected to the White House, Banzhaf said he was alarmed
by reports that Justice Department oﬃcials had told
members of the Grand Jury
that they could not indict a
sitting president. The news

prompted him to ﬁle a motion for the government to
appoint a special prosecutor to investigate the president’s role in the break-in.
The petition was denied, but Banzhaf said the
publicity helped show
lawmakers that such a step
was an option.
“I played a small role,
but probably a signiﬁcant
role, in getting Nixon out
of the oﬃce and setting up
this new statute, which was
then used in quite a number of subsequent cases,”
Banzhaf said.
Then 32 years old, Banzhaf said his motion was
likely denied because the
judge, John Sirica, wanted
to uncover what happened
himself. Banzhaf remembers that Sirica threw him
out of the courtroom.
“I resented his appearance,” Sirica, who dropped
out of GW Law School after
one month at age 17, wrote
in his memoir “To Set the
Record Straight.” “I’m sure
he was well-intentioned,
but I didn’t feel I needed
other lawyers stomping
around in what was already a touchy and diﬃcult
situation.”
Though he wasn’t directly connected to Watergate, Banzhaf said he believed he could petition the
government to appoint a
special prosecutor because
he was an American voter
who played a role in the
democratic process.
When Congress drafted the Ethics in Government Act, they included a
provison creating a special
three-person court to apSee WATERGATE Page 5
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GW law professor John Banzhaf pushed investigators into
probing the White House’s role in the Watergate scandal.

Asian food options ousted in J Street venue shuffle
ALLISON KOWALSKI
NEWS EDITOR

J Street will undergo its ﬁrst
venue changes in two years this
semester, as the University replaces
two Asian eateries with traditional
American fare and closes the campus dining hall’s largest venue.
The Metro Diner, which opened
in 2011 with hopes of boosting J
Street’s declining sales, shuttered
this summer to make room for
more seating. Under a new name,
“The Grill,” the venue will take the
same greasy menu of burgers and
chicken ﬁngers to another space in
the food court, replacing longtime
Asian food option Bamboo.
Oﬃcials will also replace BONMi, a Vietnamese sandwich joint
that came to campus in 2012, with a
carry-out market of deli meats and
fresh fruits and vegetables. That
space has seen the most turnover in
the last two years, with three diﬀerent venues moving in and out.
“The enhancements made to J

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

Officials overhauled J Street this summer, transforming the Metro Diner space into a
seating area. Another venue with diner fare moved to the heart of the food court.

Street this year will provide the best
possible dining services to our students,” said Nancy Haaga, director
of GW’s Campus Support Services.

She declined to sit for an interview.
After swapping venues every
year since oﬃcials booted mainstream fast food joints like Wendy’s

in 2011, J Street avoided major
changes to its venue roster last year.
As the University’s food provider, Sodexo, comes closer to the
end of its contract in 2016, the dining hall continues to struggle with
waning interest.
The Coﬀee Stop will also receive
a facelift and serve Starbucks coffee instead of Seattle’s Best, which
Haaga said was a “natural choice”
because of Starbucks’ popularity
among students. What’s a Bagel, the
same brand served in the GW Deli,
will also supply bagels to the venue,
alongside fresh-baked goods from
local bakeries. Lastly, J Street will
add a smoothie and juice bar.
Haaga declined to provide
sales ﬁgures for J Street. The University has refused to disclose sales
information since 2012, after GW
removed the dining dollars requirement for sophomores and sales subsequently dropped 24 percent.
Haaga said in 2012 that the
Metro Diner started falling short of
students’ expectations a year after

it opened, with complaints about
long wait times for grill items. She
said then that GW had hoped the
large venue would help lift J Street
sales.
Oﬃcials revamped the space,
launching a social media marketing campaign that focused on new
hot bar items and late-night hours.
The changes came amid a wave of
GW dining administrative changes, with the University replacing
three top employees in the span of
a few weeks.
This summer, oﬃcials moved
ahead with renovations, closed
Metro Diner’s storefront and put
up an unmarked white wall. The
area once reserved for ketchup
stands, soda machines and the
diner’s hot bar now has additional seating.
The kitchen, the largest in J
Street, still sits behind the wall.
University spokesman Kurtis Hiatt declined to comment on what
would happen to the space or
equipment.

After a decade energizing the Vern, Eckles leader leaves post
HANNA WILLWERTH
HATCHET REPORTER

When John Danneker took over
as director of Eckles Library nearly a
decade ago, the three-story library at
the top of the Mount Vernon Campus had few programs that tried to
draw students from Foggy Bottom.
Since 2005, he has turned Eckles into a coveted study spot during midterms and ﬁnals, a haunted
house on Halloween and a yearround showcase for student art.
Danneker will leave GW next
week to lead the undergraduate
library at the University of Washington in Seattle. Vern staﬀers and
professors said during his tenure,
Danneker has helped make the campus a destination for students.
“I’ve been lucky because personally, for me, I’ve been involved
in many campus decisions,” he said.
As the campus’ population has
nearly doubled with the construction of West Hall, and more students

have ﬂocked to the campus to take
the required University Writing
course, Danneker has launched programs like free tutoring, foreign language cafes and research chances.
He said working with University Writing professors and student
organizations has helped him learn
what students look for in a library,
and in turn, he was able to make
changes that ﬁt their needs. When
students pushed for longer hours
and activities to relieve stress during ﬁnals, he organized midnight
snacks and late-night movies.
“When I ﬁrst got in, there was
really quiet foot traﬃc that has been
increased. There’s greater student
interest,” he said. “Obviously, over
time, I’ve been more active in teaching with UW writing courses, which
has given students more reason to
be using our facilities.”
Before earning a master’s degree in library sciences, Danneker
studied music history at Bucknell
University. While earning his mas-
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John Danneker, director of Eckles Library, has spent the past decade transforming the Mount Vernon Campus library into a resource students seek out.

ter’s at the University of WisconsinMadison, he staﬀed its library.
He oversaw Eckles’ circulation
desk for about four years before tak-

ing the helm in 2005.
Junior Elisa Egonu started
working with Danneker the second
week of her freshman year, and said

he played a important role in creating a sense of community on the
Vern. Egonu said Danneker was like
an uncle or grandfather, going out of
his way to make sure students knew
he was there to support them.
“He’s just always open to having Eckles people at his place for
something. His ﬁrst priority is the
students,” she said.
Michael Svoboda, a University
Writing professor who has taught
classes with Danneker, said one of
his greatest contributions was his
dedication to making Eckles a comfortable resource for all students.
He remembers that Danneker
regularly proved he was loyal to
student employees, taking their
shifts during snowstorms or working late into the night so students
could use the facility.
“When a particular crisis arose,
like the big snowstorm that shut
down the city, he was one of the
only ones who actually came in,”
Svoboda said.

pinions
Opinions

What the University won't talk about this week
How much the University spent to replace 500 laundry machines (p. 5)
from
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Making college affordable is an undertaking to which
both the federal government and individual colleges must
dedicate themselves.

blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum

– COLUMNIST Justin Peligri on the benefits of Paul Ryan’s college affordability plan • Aug. 4

The Great Knappsby

Staff Editorial

Keep the fundraising campaign
focused on students
If GW wanted to induce a scoff
in many of its students, then a lavish,
Gatsby-esque, champagne-soaked
party at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon estate to announce
the launch of a $1 billion fundraising campaign was a surefire way to
do it.
Your reaction might have been
similar to ours: How dare a school
that puts so many students in debt
start courting wealthy donors to line
its own pockets?
But we can’t be so quick to
judge. There’s a far more nuanced
story to tell here that shows, for the
most part, that the University has
student-focused priorities in mind.
GW announced in June that
it had already raised half a billion
dollars. After quietly securing donations over the past three years, the
fundraising office hopes to gather
the rest by the summer of 2018. Altogether, the University plans to put
$500 million toward faculty hires
and academics, $400 million toward
financial aid and student programs
and $100 million toward construction projects.
This money will fund the ambitious goals GW set in its strategic
plan, which the Board of Trustees
approved in 2013. Over the next 10
years, the University will follow this
road map, which emphasizes academics, research and top-tier faculty
– all commendable priorities that
treat this institution how it should

I

be treated: as a place of learning.
Despite the specifics laid out in
the strategic plan, the breakdown
of this $1 billion is still ambiguous:
The only indication we have as to
where the money is going is a list
of vague buzzwords. Questions remain about the scope of the forthcoming financial aid boosts, which
student programs will benefit and
how exactly GW plans to invest in
academics.
That’s a cause for concern, especially since we know how the effort, dubbed “Making History: The
Campaign for GW,” will operate:
Before they pull out a checkbook,
donors will have the ability to earmark their cash for certain programs. As long as their request falls
under one of these vague umbrella
categories, it will move forward as
administrators cash a check and rename a building.
Officials have reassured us that
donors’ interests will have to align
reasonably well with the vision for
the University. Apparently, that
means we’re putting our faith in
administrators and fundraisers to
narrowly tailor “GW’s vision” and
hold fast to it.
But do fundraisers, who often spend months courting donors with their eyes on the largest checks possible, really know
where student priorities lie from
year to year?
That’s why it’s important that

student voices are kept in
mind from now until the end
of the campaign. Without them, GW
will fail to operate as a learning institution and put business before the
desires of its students.
We know from recent experience that when students’ voices are
loud, clear and unified, change can
happen, and quickly, too. It was the
strong advocacy of Student Association president Julia Susuni that led
the University to decide it would
centralize student health services in
the Marvin Center this year.
Based on this precedent, University officials should rest assured
that if they invite students to the
table, their input will be well-informed and forward-thinking. Student leaders should have the ear
of key fundraisers to ensure that
student interests are not on the back
burner while GW courts donors.

In college, learning happens
where you least expect it

don’t know about you, but
I’ve had enough.
We’ve recently faced a
barrage of news stories and
online blatherings that call into
question the validity of a college
degree. Is it even worth it to go
to college? How can you justify
exorbitant student loans? Are
students learning anything, anyway?
One cynical and widely read
New Republic article from this
summer boasted the aggressive
headline “Don’t send your kid to
the Ivy League: The nation’s top
colleges are turning our kids into
zombies.”
The story critiques not just
the Ivy Leagues, but the broader
cultural mainstays – costly test
preparation tutors, overzealous
admissions offices – that perpetuate a hollow sense of competition
without nurturing genuine intellectual development.
But William Deresiewicz’s
article only tells part of the story:
While he might have experience
in academia as a professor and an
admissions representative, he’s
not a 21st-century student. And
that lack of perspective makes a
difference.
Freshmen, your next four
years will include a great deal of
time inside the classroom. But if
you do it right, those hours will
only represent a fraction of your
intellectual development. If you
came here to become smarter,
more culturally aware and more
socially astute, your peers – not
just your professors – are your
best bet.
In his article, Deresiewicz
says he “taught many wonderful
people” as a Yale professor.
“But most of them seemed
content to color within the lines
that their education had marked
out for them. Very few were passionate about ideas,” he writes.
“Very few saw college as part of
a larger project of intellectual discovery and development. Everyone dressed as if they were ready
to be interviewed at a moment’s
notice.”
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Justin Peligri
Senior
Columnist
GW students are, of course,
no strangers to dress-to-impress
syndrome. Many of us bemoan
the culture of fraternity brothers
wearing suits to seem professional.
But it’s reductive to look at
the entire college experience in
this light. What about conversations and debates that take place
outside of the classroom, like
when I stayed up late to learn
about the legal arguments in
Hollingsworth v. Perry before a
Proposition 8 demonstration the
next day at the Supreme Court?

If you came here to
become smarter, more
culturally aware and
more socially astute,
your peers – not just
your professors – are
your best bet.
What about when I debated
the merits of the emerging charter school movement with a colleague at The Hatchet?
In an analysis of whether college is intellectually stimulating,
we can’t gloss over these essential elements of the college experience.
Yes, you’ve heard that advice
before: Take advantage of everything GW has to offer. But when
I say “everything,” I don’t just
mean a rigorous course load, office hours with your adviser and
a flashy "Only at GW" internship. I personally have learned
as much from my peers – everything from the basic (how to bake
double chocolate chip cookies) to
the sophisticated (how to listen
to Beyonce’s newest album in a
feminist and socioeconomic con-

text) – as I have from more institutionalized forms of learning.
Deresiewicz says an “undergraduate experience devoted exclusively to career preparation is
four years largely wasted.”
True, but that’s not really
what’s happening. Thought and
intellectual discovery should
not be rigidly confined to classroom-based exercises like reading Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of
Two Cities” from cover to cover.
That’s an old way of thinking.
Today’s smartest students are
the ones who realize that college
offers more than just 15 hours a
week of sitting in desks aligned
in neat rows.
Deresiewicz’s
argument,
while flawed, isn’t based on
complete nonsense. He’s right
that there are too many test-prep
centers urging students to focus
on numbers that experts increasingly call archaic and irrelevant.
There are too many helicopter
parents bent on sending their
child to the school that boasts the
most well-regarded name instead
of the one that best fits him or her.
But we shouldn’t allow
these unfortunate realities to
taint our vision of what American higher education often is:
a place where 20-somethings
can surround themselves with
intellectually curious peers
capable of both leading smart
conversation and pursuing
meaningful careers.
I’ve had enough. If we’re going to talk about college, let’s tell
the whole story. Sure, institutions
like GW are far from perfect. But
they're not turning me – or anyone else – into a zombie.
—Justin Peligri, a senior
majoring in political
communication, is a
Hatchet senior columnist.
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To read Hatchet
columnist Kinjo
Kiema’s opposing
view to this piece,
head to The Forum.
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In a move former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
would surely approve, GW throws
lavish, Gatsby-esque party to announce the launch of a $1 billion
fundraising campaign.

University President Steven
Knapp was well aware of Susuni’s
priorities when it came to student
health, and SA presidents meet
regularly with top administrators. They even get five minutes
to speak in front of the Board of
Trustees at every meeting. As long
as those lines of communication
are kept open, and student leaders
are on target when detailing student priorities, it should be easy
for GW to keep those preferences
in mind when accepting checks.
Plus, there’s nothing that can
encourage young alumni to do-

nate to their alma mater more than
knowing their money will go toward issues students care about,
such as affordability, academics
and student programs. And the
University will need alumni giving to help meet its $1 billion goal:
Typically in campaigns of this size,
alumni give about a third of the
total haul. With just 10 percent of
alumni donating each year, GW
faces a steep challenge.
If officials keep student priorities in mind, we can rest easy knowing that years from now, we will be
proud to say we earned our degrees.

Why you should take a
women’s studies class

O

n the first day of a women’s studies class, instead
of spending the first few
minutes evaluating the
professor, students' eyes immediately
focus on those considered the bravest
students in the class – the men.

Sarah Blugis
Contributing
Opinions Editor
Spotting male students in these
classes is fairly rare. Most have only
one or two men, who are consistently
asked for “the male perspective” or
need substantial warning before discussion of the menstrual cycle.
They might be in the class to
pick up girls, fulfill a requirement
or even because they have a genuine interest in women’s issues. Only
a small percentage of the GW student body – about 90 to 100 students
each year, according to the women’s
studies department – choose to take
introductory-level women’s studies
classes at all.
The University boasts the oldest
graduate women’s studies program
in the country, and any student, regardless of gender, should take advantage of the department’s prestige.
Such a renowned graduate program
means excellent teaching assistants
for undergraduates, as well as top
professors who teach both undergraduate and graduate students.
A few courses even fulfill the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences'
humanities requirement.
Everyone knows the joke: A man
taking a women’s studies class should
raise his hand and say, “I don’t want
to learn about history. I want to learn
about ‘her’story,” while sliding his
chair closer to a female classmate.
As ridiculous as the suggestion
may sound – and as much as it would
fail to impress the women in the class
– there is a surprising amount of truth
in his sleazy humor.
Many majors list history as a
general requirement, but as students
notice when flipping through a text-

James Beck, advertising director
Lauren Corsello, accounting director
Liesel Kohn, distribution manager

book, much of history is one-sided.
Scholars often tell stories from the
male perspective: Men are the leaders, heroes, villains and visionaries.
Some are good and some are evil, but
all boast prominent places in history.
Textbooks usually relegate women of the past to a paragraph with a
vague title. In American history, we
learn only about the greatest hits:
household names like Susan B. Anthony and Rosa Parks.
While it’s important to learn
about these heroes, we tend to gloss
over the long road of women’s suffering and the unfortunate lives they led
for much of history. Learning about
past hardships is how we come to appreciate the status of women today.
Courses like Athletics and Gender,
A Study of Women and Media, and
Women and Politics also enlighten
students to the disadvantages with
which women continue to struggle.
Most people are familiar with the
statistics: one in five women experience an attempted or a completed
sexual assault in college, and women
earn 77 percent of what their male
counterparts do for the same work.
But there are other issues not so obvious to the untrained eye.
In any discussion about feminism, there are those who believe
men and women are truly equal – and
therein lies the problem. When basic,
common knowledge only covers the
successes of feminism and individual
women in the past, it creates the illusion that there is no need for it now.
If all students tried a general
women’s studies course – not just
the few, the proud already studying
the topic – more eyes would open to
not only the prejudices women face
in Western society, but also the lifethreatening situations that women
endure every day across the world.
So as you drop and add classes
during the first weeks of the semester, consider taking a women's
studies course. It might widen your
perspective and push you to think
more critically than some of the
more popular courses.
—Sarah Blugis, a junior majoring in
political communication and minoring
in women’s studies, is The Hatchet’s
contributing opinions editor.
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Clark seeks contractor to avoid construction delay
EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Clark Construction must find a new electrical contractor for the Science and Engineering Hall after the project’s
electrical contractor went bankrupt. A University spokesman said the search will likely not delay the construction of the building though experts say they are not in the clear yet.

''

Clark Construction is looking for new companies to finish
electrical work at two multimillion dollar campus construction sites, after the former
contractor suddenly declared
bankruptcy, threatening to delay the projects.
Before revealing its financial troubles in July, Truland
Systems was the primary electrical contractor for renovations
in Ross Hall and the construction of the Science and Engineering Hall.
University spokesman Kurtis Hiatt said since Clark plans
to find a replacement, Truland’s
bankruptcy likely will not delay
the opening of the $275 million
Science and Engineering Hall,
slated for 2015.
Electrical contractors like
Truland are tasked with planning and installing electrical
wiring in buildings. The bankruptcy cost Clark about $7,000
a day, according to court documents, and Truland is responsible for any costs related to
delays under its contract with
Clark.
Paul Gogulski, a construction consultant, said while

Clark seeks a new contractor,
delays are still possible.
He said when a contractor

goes bankrupt during a project,
bonding companies are brought
in to evaluate the financial state

of the replacement contractor.
“The bonding company has
to agree with what you’re do-

ing,” he said, which takes time.
Truland, which boasted
about 1,000 employees, is also
facing a lawsuit that claims
managers failed to give workers enough notice before their
termination and the liquidation
of the company.
Employees allege that Truland violated the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act, which requires
companies to give their employees 60-days notice in writing if their termination stems
from the closing of a plant or
mass layoffs.
Economics professor Anthony Yezer said filing for bankruptcy protects companies like
Truland from losing their assets. If a company did not declare bankruptcy “other people
would run in and seize equipment, and next thing you know
all the directors are fighting
over assets,” he said.
Yezer said GW likely had
no way of knowing the contractor ’s financial state because
Clark, not the University, had
signed a contract with Truland.
“General contractors are
hiring based on competency to
do contracting, but they might
not evaluate their fiscal situation,” he said.

GW upgrades laundry facilities
ALLISON KOWALSKI
NEWS EDITOR

Officials installed 500 new
washers and dryers across
campus this summer, the
first time the University has
replaced some machines in
nearly a decade.
Almost every residence
hall received new machines,
University spokesman Kurtis
Hiatt said. He declined to provide the cost of the upgrades.
Halls that had new washers and dryers installed in the
last two years, including The
Dakota and 2109 F St., did not
receive new machines, Residence Hall Association President Ari Massefski said.
Massefski said the number
of student complaints have
increased as the machines
have aged. The upgraded machines allow students to wash
clothes in 25 minutes, down

As with any appliances, and especially those
that are used at high frequency, washers and
dryers must be replaced periodically to maintain
good working order.
NANCY HAAGA
Director of Campus Support Services
from 38 minutes.
“There have been less issues with the machines since
they’re new, and we’re hoping
it’ll stay that way,” Massefski
said.
The University removed
machines from rooms in The
Dakota in 2011 after an in-room
dryer caught ﬁre. Oﬃcials then
created the hall’s ﬁrst laundry
room for all residents.
“As with any appliances,
and especially those that are
used at high frequency, washers and dryers must be replaced periodically to main-

tain good working order and
energy-efficiency standards,”
Director of Campus Support
Services Nancy Haaga said.
Along with the new machines, two residence halls
– JBKO and International
House – received complete
laundry room makeovers.
GW’s professional laundry service Caldwell & Gregory has provided informational posters with laundry
tips and magnets to mark
faulty machines and warn
others that they are waiting to
be fixed.

GW won’t risk federal funding if
marijuana legalization passes
EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Though D.C. will vote on
legalizing marijuana use this
fall, any success for legalization activists would have little
impact on GW’s campus.
University spokesman Kurtis Hiatt said GW would continue to ban marijuana use on
campus property to comply
with federal drug laws. Otherwise, the University would
risk losing some of the millions
of dollars it receives in federal
funding every year.
The city announced this
month that legalization would
appear on the November ballot. D.C. also decriminalized
possession of small amounts of
marijuana this year, lessening
the punishment for carrying
less than an ounce of marijuana
to a $25 ﬁne.
But even if city voters support legalization this fall, Hiatt
said GW must comply with the
federal Controlled Substances
Act, the Drug-Free Workplace
Act and the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools and Communities Act.
Colleges in Washington
and Colorado, the only states
in the country that have implemented marijuana legalization,
have rolled out information
campaigns to explain to students why the drugs are still
prohibited on campus.
Major Steve Rittereiser, the
head of the Oﬃce of Professional Standards and Training at the University of Washington’s police department,
said oﬃcials blasted emails to
parents and gave talks during Greek life recruitment
seminars, which hundreds of
students attend each year, explaining the consequences of
marijuana usage on campus.
He said the school could
even lose funding if police ﬁnd
marijuana at an oﬀ-campus
fraternity or sorority house
because at public universities,
some Greek housing is supported in part by federal aid.
“What we ﬁnd is the air

HATCHET FILE ILLUSTRATION

A University spokesman said that smoking marijuana on campus
would still be banned even if the city’s laws change. Legalization will
appear on the ballot in November.

of confusion has gone up,” he
said. “We have to explain that
we’re under federal law and
the Drug Free Schools Act.”
GW has already started to
inform students about the implications of decriminalization
in the District. The Center for
Alcohol and other Drug Education has covered the walls
of residence halls with posters
that outline the provisions of
the city’s marijuana laws.
Students who are caught
with more than one ounce of
marijuana, or any quantity of
another drug, face possible
suspension. First-time oﬀenders must pay a $50 ﬁne, while
students with a second charge
must pay $100. A third oﬀense
results in a disciplinary meeting to “determine the viability
of the student’s remaining at
the University,” according to
the code of student conduct.
Oﬀ campus, marijuana legalization would face other
complications speciﬁc to D.C.
Paul Zukerberg, a local
lawyer who specializes in marijuana-related cases, said the
city would have to pass a series
of new laws if voters approved
legalization. Legislators would

need to determine how to regulate distribution and taxation
to keep marijuana out of the
hands of minors.
“When you make large
public policy changes, it’s a
process and not all the questions are going to be answered
overnight,” Zukerberg said.
Robert Capecchi, deputy
director of state policy at the
Marijuana Policy Project, said
the District’s patches of federal
land could prove a challenge to
law enforcement. Diﬀerences
in federal and D.C. drug laws
“could cause some confusion,”
he said, though neither would
allow people to smoke marijuana in public.
Jack Evans, Foggy Bottom’s
representative on the D.C.
Council, said voters are likely
to support the ballot initiative,
but the future of marijuana
laws in the city would remain
unclear because of congressional oversight.
“There’s the question of
whether the vote will take
place in the first place because
of Congress,” Evans said. “Beyond that, will Congress step
in as they can for anything
they do here?”

HATCHET FILE PHOTO
Democratic mayoral candidate and Ward 4 D.C. Council member
Muriel Bowser said the recent ruling to allow concealed handguns in
the District would create a significant threat to public safety.

D.C. officials caution
over handgun law
EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Top D.C. policymakers have
raised concerns that a federal
court’s decision to strike down
the city’s ban on carrying handguns in public will endanger the
nation’s capital.
D.C. Council members and
other city leaders have condemned the ruling, calling it a
safety threat to the District’s residents, tourists and visitors.
A federal judge has given the
city government three months
to respond to the decision. The
D.C. Attorney General’s oﬃce requested that the judge double the
stay from 90 to 180 days on Tuesday to give the city more time to
determine whether it would appeal the decision or draft legislation in response to the ruling.
University
spokeswoman
Maralee Csellar said GW does
not anticipate the ruling will impact campus security. She said
the University Police Department is waiting for D.C. to issue
new guidelines before it makes
any changes to security policies.
Council member Mary Cheh,
who is also a GW Law School
professor, said eliminating the
ban was a “scary prospect.”
“We are a magnet for people

who have grievances,” she said
in an interview. “They potentially
want to make mischief.”
Ward 4 Council member
Muriel Bowser, who is also the
Democratic candidate for mayor,
also said a change would create a
signiﬁcant threat to public safety.
In the past three years, GW
has responded to several gun
threats on campus. In March
2012, the University evacuated
Gelman Library following reports of an armed man in the
building. The Metropolitan Police Department, U.S. Park Police
and Secret Service searched the
building for the man who reportedly ran from the White House
carrying a handgun.
Last November, MPD took
several hours to contact campus
police about an armed robbery
on campus, and two weeks later,
UPD waited minutes before informing city police about reports
of a gunman in South Hall.
College campus safety consultant James Clark said guns
could make their way onto GW’s
open, urban campus.
“There’s enough bad guys in
D.C. driving around with guns
that you don’t even know about,
that’s just the society in which we
live,” he said.
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PICK A COLOR:

Your weekend by Metro line

RD

RD

GR

Venture outside of Foggy Bottom using
our complete Metro itinerary. With a day’s
worth of activities based on destinations
along three Metro lines, your only job is to
pick a color.

Petworth
Woodley Park

RD

Columbia
Heights
Shaw

Dupont Circle

Red Line:
The artist’s escape

U Street

Gallery Place/Chinatown

Federal Triangle

GR

Green Line:
Taste testing the bizarre

BL

Blue Line:
A classic taste of the DMV

BL
Eastern Market

GR

King Street/Old Town

BL

RED LINE
Tatiana cirisano

Stop 1: Dupont Circle

DESIGNED BY SOPHIE MCTEAR

Stop 2: Gallery Place / Chinatown

CONTRIBUTING
CULTURE EDITOR

Take a quick walk over to Adams Morgan. Crammed with
laid-back bars and late-night eats, it’s the perfect locale for
a low-key night out.

10:30 a.m.: Start your day with some dessert disguised as
breakfast at GBD Chicken and Doughnuts (1323 Connecticut
Ave. NW), a restaurant with drool-worthy doughnut creations
that range from classics such as Vanilla Glazed to exotic flavors
like Maple-Bacon Bourbon, Samoa and Tres Leches.

Noon: This stop is for museum lovers. Choose from the
National Portrait Gallery, International Spy Museum, National Gallery of Art, Smithsonian American Art Museum
or the Newseum, all located within walking distance of
the Metro station.

11 a.m.: Pair your choice of doughnut with a steaming cup of
coffee and amble through the shops of Dupont Circle. Don’t miss
Red Onion Records & Books (1901 18th St. NW), an independent store for vintage vinyls and books, or Claude Taylor Photography (1627 Connecticut Ave. NW), a small gallery crammed with
hundreds of photos from one man’s world travels.

Been there, done that? Catch a film instead at E Street Cinema, an independent theatre (555 11th St. NW) complete
with gourmet concessions, a fully stocked bar and a homey,
neighborhood feel.

GREEN LINE
Morgan Baskin

Stop 3: Woodley Park

Stop 1: Shaw

Stop 2: U Street

6:30 p.m.: Kick off your night at Bar Charley (1825 18th
St. NW), where eclectic cocktails and novelty drinks start at
just $7. Among the high-end drinks is crowd favorite “The
Stepdad,” which mixes the smoke of burnt cedar wood,
homemade pipe tobacco bitters and cognac, finished off
with a black tea ice cube.
8:30 p.m.: Next, grab a bite at Muzette Karaoke Studio, a

Korean restaurant that rents out karaoke rooms by the hour.
Embarrass yourself and your friends with a selection of more
than 70,000 songs in seven different languages while snacking on traditional Korean dishes like bibimbap and udon
noodle bowls ($10 to $12). Only those 21 and older can get
in after 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

Stop 3: Columbia Heights

Stop 4: Petworth

ASSISTANT CULTURE
EDITOR

Noon:

What better place to begin your journey than
Chaplin (1501 9th St. NW), the eponymous restaurant
and bar with gutsy, Asian-inspired dishes. David Cooke,
one of the figures behind city favorites Siroc and Toki
Underground, took classic Charlie Chaplin films and
translated them into a bevy of boozy entrees and cocktails. Chaplin offers drinks with carbonated helium to
make the drinker’s voice high-pitched and “drunken
dumplings,” a dish so high in alcohol content that customers will be carded when ordering.

BONUS:
SILVER LINE

2 p.m.: The U Street Corridor is notoriously busy at night, but it offers just as
much sightseeing in the daylight. For the
shopper, the street is packed with enough
vintage and antique stores to occupy an entire weekend.
Some of our favorites are Junction (1510
U St. NW), a women’s clothing consignment boutique with a large selection and
personal touches like outfit suggestions
written on each item’s price tag, and Big
Planet Comics (1520 U St. NW), a comic
geek’s paradise.

BLUE LINE
Morgan Baskin
ASSISTANT CULTURE
EDITOR

Take a break from indoor shopping at Pentagon
City and try Tyson’s Corner, the largest mall in the
D.C. area. Aside from housing the ever-popular trifecta of Urban Outfitters, Forever 21 and H&M, it
also boasts more upscale shops like Cusp, Armani
and Free People.
If shopping isn’t your thing, Wiehle-Reston East offers
hiking enthusiasts and mountain bikers the perfect
getaway on the Washington and Old Dominion Trail.
Here you can go fishing, picnicking, birdwatching,
jogging or rollerblading along a wooded path.

5 p.m.:

Take a break from the busy
streets of the city at Meridian Hill (2400
15th St. NW), a grassy park known for its
running path and Frisbee field. If you’re
not in the mood to be active, cozy up to
one of its shady benches, rest your feet
and watch the sun set over the District.

Stop 1: Eastern Market
9 a.m.:

While the iconic Capitol Hill farmer’s
market and vintage goods dealer (225 7th St.
SE) is open from Tuesday to Sunday, we suggest
making a trip to the market on a Sunday morning.
Open at 9 a.m. (versus 7 a.m. on weekdays and
Saturdays), it’s best to make a trip closer to opening time when produce and flowers are freshest.
Make sure you don’t spend too much time by the
food. Once you’ve purchased a homemade oatmeal raisin cookie (or two) for breakfast, check out
the beaded African jewelry, vintage movie posters
and impressive collection of succulents and cacti.
By the time you finish perusing the more than 100
vendors, you’ll likely be ready for lunch.

Noon: Located inside the market itself is Pud-

din’, the southern comfort food you didn’t realize
you wanted but found out you desperately needed. Shrimp po’ boys, grits, gumbo and bourbon
bread pudding all grace the menu. When you’re
done eating, hop back on the Metro for the second stop of the day.

8 p.m.:

For dinner, try Crane &
Turtle (828 Upshur St. NW), the
sweet, minimal-yet-cozy restaurant
where French and Japanese cuisines
meet. Love seafood? The menu is full
of fresh cuts like tataki big-eye tuna,
mussels and halibut. Looking for a
more exotic dish? Try head chef Hamamura’s twist on ramen that replaces
noodles with strips of fried pork rinds.

Stop 2: King Street/Old Town
1 p.m.: Head past Foggy Bottom for a
day by the waterfront in Old Town Alexandria. Like the U Street Corridor, King
Street is synonymous with independent
stores. Literature lovers and rare book
collectors should head to the Book Bank
(1510 King St.), a used book shop that
carries about 25,000 nonfiction, fiction
and out-of-print titles.
7:30 p.m.: For history buffs, Old Town’s
Ghost and Graveyards Tour (221 King St.)
is a unique way to hear the legends and
folklore that have made an impact on Virginia’s culture for centuries. In the winter
months, the tour is also offered at 9 p.m.
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Tackling the city restaurant scene, year by year
Ruby Lee, Ana Cvetkovic and Tatiana Cirisano
HATCHET REPORTERS
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As your time at GW passes, your tastes change as well. Here's a year-by-year guide, from the
best coffee to survive freshman year to the mixed drinks for celebrating graduation.

FRESHMEN
It’s intimidating enough to navigate GW’s campus for the first time, but traversing the District
as a freshman can be much more anxiety-inducing if you don’t know where to go. Below, find
two coffee shop alternatives to Gelbucks. After all, there’s no need to stick to the same cafe
all year.

District Doughnut: There aren't many combinations more delicious than coffee and doughnuts, and District Doughnut is no exception. Until its grand opening Sept. 8, District Doughnut serves up fresh doughnuts and steaming coffee Fridays from 6 p.m. until the supply runs
out. Try unique renditions of the classic pastry like Cannoli or Nutella Chocolate Bacon ($2 to
$3), and pair your choice with a cup of slow drip Compass Coffee, served in-store. Also, check
out the company's instagram, @dcdoughnut, for drool-worthy snapshots.
District Doughnut, 749 8th St. SE. Open Fridays at 6 p.m. until grand opening Sept. 8.
SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Wydown: Skip long lines and crowded tables and get your caffeine fix at The Wydown

instead. Stocked with gadgets like programmable batch brewers and even a repurposed boiler
from the 1970s, this new cafe offers coffee by roasters Intelligentsia and PT’s and Kaldi’s,
plus baked goods made in-house daily. Homemade watercolor art using coffee as paint covers
the walls, adding to the casual atmosphere. Warning: In an effort to create a community feel,
the cafe does not offer wifi.
The Wydown, 1924 4th St. NW. Open Monday through Friday 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Saturday
through Sunday 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

JUNIORS

Pizza Parts & Services offers pies made from scratch at reasonable prices, for D.C. The
restaurant is located at 1320 H St. NE. Sophomores looking to save money as they adjust to finding meals without dining dollars should check out this pizza joint.

SOPHOMORES
It can be tough for some to budget after the loss of dining dollars from freshman to sophomore year. Take solace in the savory, cheap options below.

Pizza Parts & Service: For well-priced pizza with ingredients made from scratch, head

One of the more awkward parts of junior year is navigating the restaurant scene when half of
your friends are 21 or older and the rest are underage. The two joints below, though, have both
indulgent dishes and craft cocktails to satisfy everyone.

Melt Shop: Bring back your childhood favorite meal at Melt Shop, a New York City-based
chain known for its gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches. Set to open at 19th and L streets in
November, Melt Shop serves cheesy sandwiches, melts, tater tots and milkshakes (including
a Nutella-Fluff flavor). Until Melt Shop makes its D.C. debut, get your grilled cheese fix at
Grilled Cheese D.C. (1730 Pennsylvania Ave.), which serves the classic sandwich with wines,
craft beers and cocktails.
Melt Shop, 1901 L St NW. Hours TBD.
Grilled Cheese D.C., 1730 Pennsylvania Ave. Open Monday through Friday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
lunch, 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for happy hour, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. for dinner.

Masa 14: With a cheap yet satisfying happy hour menu, Masa 14 may just be the new
Nooshi. Share exotic grub with friends at this Latin-Asian fusion tapas restaurant, and make
sure to check out the rooftop seating area. From 5 to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday, Masa
14 offers $4 cocktails, cervezas and wine, along with small plates like Spicy Tuna Nachos
($13) and Crispy Soy-Glazed Okra ($6). Grab late-night bites like the Pork Belly Steamed
Buns ($8) and Yucca Fries ($6) until 12 a.m. on Thursdays and until 2 a.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays, or head back on weekends for the all-you-can-eat brunch ($39) that includes
unlimited cocktails. We’re curious about their Bacon Bloody Mary.
Masa 14, 1825 14th St. NW. Open for dinner Sunday through Wednesday 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., Thursday 5 p.m. to 12 a.m. and Friday through Saturday 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.

New academic year, new places to work out
Jeanine Marie
STAFF WRITER

From high intensity interval training to ashtanga yoga, the Lerner Health and Wellness
Center holds classes that fit many students' interests. Plus, the $90 full fitness pass
gives you access to all group exercise classes each semester. While that's a steal in pricey
D.C., you can grow bored of the same exercise routine if you only go to HelWell, and you
risk seeing familiar faces in your sweatiest state if you stay on campus. Change up your
workout by trying these local alternatives.

FOR THE TRADITIONAL GYM RAT:
Balance Gym – 2401 M St. NW

This gym has a no-nonsense attitude about fitness. It offers classes like Abs Blast, Boxing 101
and boot camps designed to pushed participants to their physical limits. The gym also runs
a CrossFit program with five to six high-intensity classes each weekday. Members with a yearlong contract pay $89 a month, plus an optional one-time payment of $50 for their “right start
training package,” which includes an assessment to prevent injury and three personal training
sessions. For schedules and to pre-register, check out the gym's website.

Gold’s Gym – 19th and L streets NW

Gold’s is a fitness buff’s dream with special resistance machines, nutrition counseling and
between six and eight fitness classes on weekdays. It is only a five-minute walk from campus,
but the steam/sauna room will have you staying at least an hour. Gold’s is open until 11 p.m.,
so even the busiest students can squeeze in a workout. The payment plan of $17.99 twice a
week may seem like an OK deal to the untrained eye, but the cost adds up to a staggering $144
a month. Students with a little extra cash from summer jobs should invest by paying $500 in
full for a 12-month membership – or $44 per month.

FOR THE AVANT-GARDE EXERCISE:
Jordin’s Paradise – 1215 Connecticut Ave. NW, Fourth Floor

If the monotony of the treadmill doesn't motivate you anymore, why not burn 300 calories an
hour by pole dancing? You can try the risqué workout and even "Stripper's Bootcamp" at Jordin’s
Paradise, which is an about 15-minute walk from Foggy Bottom. Other classes include salsa for
body balance and coordination, ballet for flexibility, Doonya Dance for a workout to Bollywood
music and "laughing yoga" for relief from a stressful day. Walk-in classes are $25 each. For the
best deal, buy the health guru membership ($99 for 10 classes/month) or purchase unlimited
classes per month for $149.

Yoga District – 1922 I St. NW, Second and Third Floors

The highest-rated D.C. yoga studio on yelp.com, Yoga District was also voted “best yoga studio”
three years in a row by Washington City Paper. It boasts six locations in D.C. and offers about a
dozen types of yoga classes every day. The studio rents eco-friendly, non-toxic PVC mats for $2
each class. Newcomers to downward dog will find plenty of manageable sessions, while more
advanced yogis can test themselves with level four Dharma Flow or level two Pranayama. Yoga
District sells two classes for the price of one for new students at $11, and unlimited monthly
passes cost $85.

to Pizza Parts & Service. Choose from classic toppings like mozzarella, cherry tomatoes
and spinach, or go for more eclectic options like buffalo chicken, truffle oil and bacon.
Slices start at $2.75 and whole pies at $8.99, depending on toppings. With a prime location on H Street, Pizza Parts & Services is both cheap and convenient without skimping
on quality. Tip: Start your meal with the garlic knots (three for $2.99).
Pizza Parts & Service, 1320 H St. NE. Open Sunday through Thursday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and
Friday through Saturday 11 a.m. to 3:30 a.m.

TaKorean: Indulge in this food truck’s famed Korean tacos and other cheap eats at their
second permanent location, which opened in Navy Yard on Aug. 14. The restaurant serves
the same savory options as its mobile counterpart: Soft corn tortillas filled with barbecue
pork, sweet chili chicken, spiced bulgogi or caramelized tofu, finished off with your choice
of slaw. Buy tacos for $3.50 each or three for $9, or order a rice or slaw bowl for $9.
TaKorean, 1309 5th St. NE. Open Tuesday through Sunday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
New location: 1212 4th St. SE.

SENIORS
The picks below serve some of the District’s most creative drinks. Weekends never looked
so good.

Mockingbird Hill: Sherry bar Mockingbird Hill brings the mixed-drink tradition to coffee with a new daytime menu unveiled in May. Alongside a rotating selection of 10 to 15
worldly roasts, the cafe-by-day, bar-by-night serves non-alcoholic “mixed coffee drinks”
($7). Try the White Colombian, a coffee version of a White Russian made with a mixture
of coffee, sugar, cream and egg whites, or the Kenya Cola, which includes Kieni coffee,
sugar, bitters and soda. Stick around until 5 p.m. to see the restaurant transform into a
sherry bar and tapas restaurant, serving dishes like warm octopus ($9) and manchego
cheese with honey and cocoa-covered corn nuts ($7).
Mockingbird Hill, 1843 7th St. NW. Coffee bar open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily, sherry bar open
Sunday through Monday 5 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday 5 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
and Friday through Saturday 5 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.

Ezmee: Scrap the rowdy nightlife scene for a classier option at Ezme Restaurant and

Wine Bar. The sophisticated Dupont restaurant, which opened in March, offers Turkish
small plates and an impressive wine collection. Wine selections from across the globe line
the restaurant’s walls, providing a visual menu with options sure to please every palate.
Stop by during happy hour for $5 wine specials and a $5 tapas menu that includes traditional Turkish dishes like Dolma (roasted grape leaves stuffed with caramelized onions,
pine nuts and rice) and Kofte (grilled lamb meatballs).
Ezme Restaurant and Wine Bar, 2016 P St. NW. Open Sunday through Thursday 5 p.m. to 10
p.m. and Friday through Saturday 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. Happy Hour 4:30 to 6:40 p.m.
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Apps for surviving your return to D.C.
TATIANA CIRISANO
CONTRIBUTING CULTURE EDITOR

Whether you’re on the
hunt for a favorite food
truck, planning a date
night or struggling to
navigate the Silver
Line, we’ve found an
app to help.

SOSH

FOOD TRUCK FIESTA

Planning your weekend doesn’t have to be a chore
– just ask Sosh. The app gives personalized recommendations for activities based on your location,
interests and even the weather. You can tap one
of the app’s seven categories, which range from
“Classes & exhibits” to “Date spots,” or choose
from options like “Get a sweat in” or “Take a coffee break.” You can also bookmark activities for
another day, share your favorites with friends and
get Metro directions.

Get the most out of your lunch break with Food
Truck Fiesta, an app that tracks the locations and
hours of your favorite food trucks on an easy-to-use
map. The app follows more than 70 food trucks in
the D.C. area, including GW favorites like Captain
Cookie and Bubble Tea Licious. You can also read
customer reviews for each vendor. Because the
app mostly uses Twitter updates from each food
truck to find its location, there’s no guarantee that
the app’s directions will be right every time. But as
the only D.C.-specific food truck app to date, Food
Truck Fiesta is worth a download.

Availability: iPhone and web
Cost: Free
Rating:

DC RIDER

Navigate the Metro with ease using this
app that provides train times, Metro
alerts, fare rates and even a trip planner. Basically a GPS for the Metro, DC
Rider plans the easiest route to your destination so you don’t have to. Plus, it’s
completely free. Need another reason to
download the app? DC Rider beats other
popular Metro navigation apps like Embark DC and iTrans DC as the first app to
include the Silver Line.

SOPHIE MCTEAR | DESIGN EDITOR

Availability: iPhone and Android
Cost: Free
Rating:

Availability: iPhone, Android and web
Cost: $0.99
Rating:

MINT

Get your budget in order before your Colonial
Cash starts to dwindle with Mint, an app that
organizes your finances for free. After you add
your bank or credit card to the app’s secure
database, Mint will automatically update and
categorize your transactions. The app also
suggests ways to save money based on personal spending patterns. You can set savings
goals and track your progress right in the app.
Availability: iPhone, Android, Windows 8, web
Cost: Free
Rating:

ISTUDIEZ PRO

It may not be free and it involves the word
“Studiez,” but this app is a lifesaving tool
for balancing your classes, work schedule
and personal life. Start by entering your class
schedule, holidays and even professors' contact information in the “Planner” tab. The app
automatically adds each class to your calendar,
so you never have to think twice when planning
a coffee date or study session. The app also
functions as an assignment planner, where you
can organize assignments by course, priority
and due date.
Availability: iPhone only
Cost: $2.99
Rating:

NOW HIRING: UNIQUE WORK STUDY JOBS
ERIC ROBINSON
STAFF WRITER

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ASSISTANT

With GW’s sticker price, financial aid
package notifications can be the most anticipated emails of the summer. For many
students, part of the package is a federal
work study job. And while not everyone
has time to balance a part-time job with a
full course schedule, students who accept
work study positions will be scrambling
to find the best ones at the beginning of
the semester. We’ve combed through the
pages of jobs on GWork for some unique
options that’ll be worth your time.

One of the biggest draws to D.C. is the Smithsonian Institution. The anthropology department,
which is within walking distance of Foggy Bottom,
offers a basic entry-level job that will, admittedly,
have you completing simple and somewhat boring
tasks such as data entry and publication scanning.
But the position makes up for it by allowing you
to complete lab work and research for publication.
Plus, with a wage of $12 an hour, this is a federal
work study job tailor-made for anyone with even
remote interest in archaeology or anthropology.

DC READS TUTOR

Working as a DC Reads tutor may not be the
easiest job on GWork. But for those looking
to build relationships with young students, it
can be the perfect place to do so while earning money. With opportunities at schools across
the city, DC Reads can keep you close to Foggy
Bottom or have you checking out different
neighborhoods like Tenleytown or NoMa.
At $9.50 an hour, this isn’t the highest-paying
work study job, but watching young readers finally grasp the elementary school curriculum is
pretty rewarding in itself.

MVC EVENTS AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN

THEATRE & DANCE PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

This might be the most technological job offered
on GWork, and it only requires a short ride to
the Mount Vernon Campus. Whether you already
know the ins and outs of audiovisual equipment
or are looking to become more tech-savvy, this job
could be a good fit.

You’ll have to do some physical labor, including scene construction, painting
and lighting, but for $9.50 an hour, it could be worth it.

The University offers training sessions if your only
experience with audiovisual equipment is helping
your parents figure out their new Blu-ray player.
The job pays $11 an hour.

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

Not every work study job needs to be boring – some will take you away from the
Marvin Center and to the Smithsonian Institution.

If you enjoyed in theater in high school or are looking for experience in theater
production, consider applying for this assistant position.

Catch up on summer news
BRANDON LEE
STAFF WRITER

From First Lady Michelle Obama’s surprise visit to the Smith Center to
GW’s merger with the Corcoran, here are some of the biggest stories you
might have missed over the summer.

GW launches $1 billion fundraising campaign

High-profile visitors appear on campus

The University kicked off its $1 billion fundraising campaign in June, announcing that it had already
pulled in $525 million during the first three years of
a “quiet phase.” Momentum is building for the campaign that will help the University expand its financial
aid pool and hire dozens of new professors: GW raised
$191.3 million last year while growing its donor pool
by 15 percent.

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke in
front of a sold-out Lisner Auditorium audience about
her memoir “Hard Choices” in July. She discussed the
Middle East, described some of her visits to more than
100 countries and hinted at a possible presidential
bid.
In mid-July, First Lady Michelle Obama watched a
Washington Kastles tennis match at the Smith Center.
Former Secretary of State and GW alumnus Colin
Powell came to Lisner to talk about leadership and
government the following month. He reflected on his
early childhood in the Bronx and his time serving in
the former President George W. Bush’s administration.

GW’s debt pile grows
The University confirmed in July that its debt will
reach $1.7 billion, an all-time high. GW will used new
debt to lock in lower interest rates and cover campus
construction projects.
Though two credit rating agencies that grade colleges’ financial health kept their top-tier marks for GW,
experts have cautioned against taking on more debt.

Columbian College to absorb the Corcoran
GW’s merger with the Corcoran College of Art +
Design moved forward this week after a D.C. Superior
Court judge ruled that the Corcoran could make changes to its founding charter. Corcoran students will maintain their fall semester schedules but may eventually
need to take general education requirements, like math
and science courses, to graduate. GW will spend about
$25 million on the initial phase of renovations to the
Corcoran’s building on 17th Street, though University
President Steven Knapp said in July the costs could
reach $80 million.

D.C.’s transportation infrastructure grows
The first phase of Metro’s long-awaited Silver Line
opened to the public July 26. The new line passes
through Foggy Bottom, stretching from Reston, Va. to
Largo Town Center. It allows GW to cut down shuttle
services to the Virginia Science and Technology Campus by about 10 miles.
Meanwhile, the District’s new streetcar system,
which will stretch about 2.5 miles from Union Station to Benning Road in Southeast D.C. is in the final
stages of construction, and operator training began
this month. The D.C. Department of Transportation
hopes to build a 37-mile system of streetcars across
the city by 2030.

Fraternities sanctioned for conduct violations
Social fraternities Kappa Alpha and Pi Kappa Phi
landed on the University’s list of student organizations
facing sanctions this summer for reports of hazing and
underage drinking. They joined a the list that already
includes 15 other Greek-letter organizations.

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The District’s new streetcar system is in the final stages of construction,
and operators for the new line have already begun training.

GW students clinch title as most politically active again
The University held onto its crown as the “most politically active”
college in the country for the second year in a row. In the Princeton
Review’s annual list, which it published in early August, neighboring
schools Georgetown and American universities both fell six spots in
the same category to No. 9 and No. 10, respectively. GW also earned
recognition for dorm quality, city life and study abroad programs.

University appoints two new deans
GW filled two vacant deanships this summer, tapping Blake D.
Morant to lead the GW Law School and former Pepperdine University business school dean Linda Livingstone to steer the School of
Business.

Marvin Center to house student health offices
The bookstore is preparing for a major shuffle as GW makes
space in the Marvin Center for a new student health hub that will be
home to the University Counseling Center, Student Health Service
and the Center for Alcohol and other Drug Education. GW-branded
merchandise will move to a store on Pennsylvania Avenue, while textbooks will remain in the Marvin Center.
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THIS WEEK

HOT IN HERRE
Head out to 9:30 Club’s
throwback dance party Friday
night, featuring everything from
R. Kelly to Kelly Clarkson.

THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY

THUMPERS

BAO BAO’S 1ST BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

9:30 Club
Aug. 22, $15

Rock & Roll Hotel
Aug. 24, $13

The National Zoo
Aug. 23, Free

London-based alternativepop band Thumpers
brings its funky guitar
riffs to the Rock & Roll
Hotel Sunday night.

The baby panda, welcomed to
the zoo last year, will celebrate
her 1st birthday with games,
giveaways and food.

August 2012: J Street underwent renovations to add Vietnamese
option BONMi, a hot breakfast and lunch bar at Metro Diner and
a frozen yogurt machine.

Slice

of life

The dichotomy of a
summer in D.C.
Kelly Brand
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Student artists like Haile Supreme, who performed at Spring Fling last year, recorded some of their earliest songs in the
Mount Vernon Campus’ recording studio.

Musicians thrive in student-run
studio space
EMILY HOLLAND
CULTURE EDITOR

When Louie Diller trekked from
the Mount Vernon Campus to his K
Street apartment at 4 a.m. in the pouring rain two years ago, he questioned
whether he had made the right choice
by recording his music projects on
GW’s suburban campus.
But today, the 2012 alumnus said
that time on the Vern kickstarted
what would become Holychild, a
pop duo comprised of Diller and
alumna Liz Nistico. Now based in
Los Angeles, the band has signed to
a major record label and is about to
embark on a nationwide tour, opportunities Diller said wouldn’t have
been possible if it weren’t for those
late nights in the studio.
“A lot of the elements that I
would produce at the Vern studio
wound up making the ﬁnal cut once
we got those songs mastered. Those
were the ﬁrst few songs we released
in 2012. Yeah, it’s crazy,” Diller said.
“I started at the Vern.”
The recording studio, which
opened to students in 2010, is tucked in
the basement of West Hall across from
the blackbox theater.
Aside from budget oversight from
the Mount Vernon Campus Events Services, the studio is completely studentrun. Sound engineers train younger
interns before they graduate to keep a
knowledgeable engineer in the space
at all times.
Senior CJ Ballesteros is the current
sound engineer at the studio, where he
schedules recording sessions for stu-

TIM PALMIERI, EMILY
HOLLAND AND TATIANA
CIRISANO
HATCHET REPORTERS

The backlash Forbes received after it dubbed D.C.
the “coolest city in the country” sounded like this: The architecture isn’t great and the
monuments are trite. Despite
the criticism, the city boasts
hundreds of cultural sites. Below, you’ll ﬁnd what a handful of them have in the works
this fall.
National Gallery of Art
When most visitors head
to the National Mall to experience the museums, they’re
looking for the “fun” ones.
The Air and Space Museum
and the Natural History Museum are always at the top
of the list. But the National
Gallery of Art, consistently
placed in the boring category,
is changing that perception
this fall.
Starting Sept. 1, the museum, most noted for its Renaissance-era paintings, will
feature an exhibit devoted to
20th-century modern art.
The exhibition, “Modern American Prints and
Drawings From the Kainen Collection,” features
37 works of art that give
visitors a taste of a variety
of modern art movements,
from impressionism to
abstract expressionism. A

Students don’t just come
in [to the studio] to record
things to show their friends,
they come in there with
ambition.
OSCAR DIAZ
Former sound engineer
dents throughout the year.
“Nine times out of 10, if we weren’t
there, people would get into the studio
and they would have no idea what any
of the equipment was or how to use it,
much less how to get an OK sound out
of it,” Ballesteros said.
Because the studio space is free to
use, it attracts student musicians who
don’t have the money to rent out a professional space in the city, which can
cost up to $90 an hour. Bands can use
the studio as long as at least one member attends the University.
Oscar Diaz, a previous sound engineer who graduated last year, said
the technology in the studio is as highquality as most professional studios.
Over the summer, GW added new microphones that cost about $2,000 a piece.
“We’ve been recording so many
bands. Students don’t just come in
there to record things to show to their
friends, they come in there with ambition,” Diaz said. “So when we show
the product to the administration, they
give us more money.”
DJ and GW student Haile Supreme, known for his reggae beats, has

used the space along with Ballesteros’
own emo-rock band Soundtrack to
Sleep, which recorded its ﬁrst album in
the Vern studio in the spring.
During the academic year, the frequency of use varies, depending on
exam schedules and whether engineers are available. But Diaz said there
were times when he’d stay in the studio for 20 to 30 hours a week, with sessions every day.
For students to fully record,
mix and engineer songs, the process
stretched out because Diaz said students don’t have the time to spend 10
to 12 hours in the studio each day like
professional musicians.
Professionals can record all the vocals for an album in about two weeks,
but students can take as long as a semester. And then the songs still have to
be engineered.
“A lot of people come by and they
only want to schedule one session and
they want to record four songs and
they expect it to come out really well in
a three-hour period, but that’s just not
enough time allotted to record,” Ballesteros said.
And while both Diller and Ballesteros couldn’t put an exact number on
how many hours they spent in the Vern
studio engineering, recording and mixing their tracks, Diller said those countless hours were the only way to accomplish his goals as a musician.
“I guess it’s just crazy when you
believe in something and you have to
go to great lengths in the beginning to
see it through because no one else can
see. It takes a lot of patience and a lot of
perseverance,” Diller said.

From late August to May, GW students are dragged
along by the constant motion of their schedules. Downtime is an anomaly, and a few quiet minutes alone are
a celebrated respite – if only for a moment. Campus is
loud. Whole Foods is always crowded.
Then something happens: students go home.
And those who are left? They develop a silent understanding that summer on and around campus has
a dual purpose: partying and laying low, a mixture not
often found during the academic year but that somehow comes together for three hot, muggy months.
While of course most who stay for the summer
answer to a nine-to-ﬁve job, there is no late-night visit
to Gelman needed, no 6 a.m. wake-up calls to ﬁnish
the last three pages of a paper. With all of that free
time, students somehow become people. That’s right,
humans who make choices based on what they want
rather than what they have time to do.
Some take the antisocial route. These people make
the student population left on campus seem even
smaller as they go to work, come home from work
and there they stay, reading books or rewatching every episode of “Game of Thrones.” If these students
stay quiet enough, the people they know who are left
on campus regularly forget that their friend-turnedhermit stayed in D.C. for the summer at all.
When their friends do remember them, the hermits turn down U Street outings or jazz in the National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden under the guise
that they’re “resting up” for the fall semester.
For every hermit, though, there is a student who
sees summer as an extended weekend. No homework? Drink a beer. Home from work by 5:05 p.m.?
Drink a beer. No chapter? Drink a beer. When all of
the beer is gone? It’s time to go out.
For these stay-behinds, the summer is a series of
bars and happy hours, dinners and brunches. They,
along with the inﬂux of summer interns, speckle the
D.C. streets at night in rompers and button-downs,
searching for the yo-pro-in-training scene.
It’s the balance between the party scene and hermit life that makes a D.C. summer beautiful. Finding
time to slip out of Foggy Bottom whether you’re alone
or in pursuit of a new rooftop bar, without your usual
friends or your usual textbooks, gives the city an entirely diﬀerent feel.
Summer allows for so much. It promises time to
be lazy, to be a recluse, to shout Destiny Child lyrics
from the rooftop of the Brixton. Without the normal
forces of GW life – the schedules, term papers, scrambles to ﬁnd your Clickr before class – there’s more
room for time that may leave the city quieter but no
less alive.
For all who missed the summer in D.C., try it the
next time around.
And welcome back – sort of.

D.C. landmarks you think you know
Jackson Pollock drip painting from 1951 is one of the
highly anticipated works in
the collection.
Of course, the rest of
the museum isn’t standing
still either.
A collection of Italian
prints spanning the neoclassical movement of the 1800s to
the Futurist trend of the early
20th century opens Sept. 1 as
well.
The National Museum of
Natural History
With about 1.32 million
square feet of rare specimens,
precious gems and dinosaur
fossils, it’s not surprising
that the National Museum of
Natural History is the mostvisited museum of its kind in
the world.
But last April, the century-old museum made history
itself by closing one of the
most popular exhibits, the
Fossil Hall, for a $48 million,
ﬁve-year renovation. The
new, 31,000-square-foot exhibit, scheduled for completion in 2019, will feature one
of the most complete tyrannosaurus rex fossils ever discovered as its centerpiece.
Luckily, you don’t have
to wait until 2019 to get a
glimpse at the museum’s
famed dinosaur fossils. Exhibit curator Siobhan Starrs
said she hopes to ease the
transition with temporary replacements.

“As a parent of young
kids myself, it’s really hard
to have the exhibit closed
for so long, which is why we
focused on having these temporary exhibits,” she said.
Until Oct. 20, the museum will feature the “Rex
Room,” a display that gives
visitors a behind-the-scenes
look at museum workers as
they prepare the tyrannosaurus rex fossils.
But Starrs is most excited
for “The Last American Dinosaurs, Discovering a Lost
World,” a temporary exhibit
that will remain open from
Nov. 25 until the renovation
is completed. This exhibit
will use interactive segments
and arcade-style video games
to uncover the last ecosystem that dinosaurs inhabited
about 66 million to 68 million
years ago.
The Hirshhorn Museum and
Sculpture Garden
The third level of the
Hirshhorn has been under
extensive renovation in anticipation of the museum’s
40th anniversary this year.
The third ﬂoor galleries will
reopen to the public Oct. 16.
With new ﬂoors, energyeﬃcient lighting and an anniversary exhibition pulling
never-before-seen
pieces
from the Hirshhorn’s collection, this fall is prime time to
experience the museum.
“At the Hub of Things:

ERICA CHRISTIAN | PHOTO EDITOR

After a renovation following the 2011 earthquake, the Washington Monument has seen a
surge of visitors eager to ascend the District landmark.

New Views From the Collection” will be the ﬁrst exhibition in the new space. Tracking art trends from the past 60
years and combing through
the museum’s extensive collection for pieces representative of the forward momentum in art movements, the
display will be interspersed
throughout the outer ring of
the third level.
Washington Monument
The Washington Monu-

ment is one of D.C.’s most
recognizable
landmarks,
punctuating the skyline with
its newly renovated structure.
While a 5.8 magnitude earthquake in 2011 closed the obelisk for repairs, you may ﬁnd
it diﬃcult to spot any visible
diﬀerences on the outside today.
But the interior of the
monument has been revamped, giving visitors
the opportunity to take the
70-second elevator ride to the

50th-story observation deck
before descending the monument’s 897 steps. The steps
haven’t been open to the public since 1976.
When the monument
reopened May 12 this year,
tickets ﬂew out of the Washington Monument Lodge.
Despite steadily declining
visitation over the past few
years, there has been a surge
in numbers since the reopening, according to National
Park Services statistics.
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GW wins month-long trial over Corcoran merger
From Page 1
Terrence Shanahan, an attorney and member of the advocacy group Save the Corcoran,
was among the strongest opponents. He said anyone holding on to “cautious optimism”
about the success of the Corcoran’s programs under GW will
“not be rewarded.”
“I think kids that are really
serious about art will discover
that it’s a lot different going to a
factory to learn art work than it
is to go to an atelier, and that’s
what is going to happen,” Shanahan said.
The Corcoran also deferred
renovations to its 115-year-old

building on 17th Street to cut
spending. The building now
has an “extremely poor” sprinkler system, leaving it at risk for
fire, according to court documents. With the court’s approval, GW will begin renovations
that could cost a total of $80
million. Galleries will close on
Oct. 1, making room for more
classrooms and studio space.
Save the Corcoran helped
block the sale of the 17th Street
building two years ago, and
Shanahan said the group will
now act as a “constant reminder
of what could have been.”
“Some people who have
some interest in the institution probably won’t realize for

quite a while the true magnitude of what’s happened,” he
said. “The Corcoran will never
cease to exist, but it will be one
grain of sand in a vial instead of
a beach.”
Miguel Perez, the undergraduate vice president of the
Corcoran’s Student Council,
said it will be a “tough year” for
Corcoran students even though
the merger was finalized before
the first day of classes.
“Our concerns are more long
term – what the future of the
institution under GW will be,
concerns about programs that
don’t draw enough attention to
continue to thrive and concerns
about what our faculty will look

Katz’s pay soars as peers
outperform GW financially
From Page 1
1990, according to data from
the National Association of
College and University Business Officers.
Still, that growth has come
with challenges.
Earlier this summer, creditors warned that because the
University’s tuition is already
relatively high, it could run
into trouble down the line
since it cannot continue raising
tuition to generate revenue.
GW’s debt will hit an alltime high of $1.7 billion after
the University takes out $300
million in bonds this fall.
That will allow the University to lock in lower interest
rates and pay for projects
like moving Student Health
Service to campus.
Tulane University, one of
GW’s peers, has a total debt
load of about $460 million,
according to credit reports,
which is less than half the size
of its $1 billion endowment.
Tufts University has about
$628 million in debt and an
endowment that’s about $1.4
billion, according to its reports.
Northwestern
University, which has the highest
credit rating of GW’s peers,

has about $1.5 billion in debt.
Though Northwestern’s debt
load is a similar size to GW’s,
its endowment is about five
times larger.
Northwestern’s $7.8 billion financial foundation is the
largest of any of GW’s peer
schools, and that solid ground
helps it carry larger amounts
of debt. Northwestern’s top
financial executive earned the
second-highest salary among
GW’s competitor schools,
making about $700,000.
Katz’s time at GW
stretches farther back than
all but one of his peers.
American University’s treasurer, who died in January,
had worked at the school for
more than three decades.
Katz is the last remaining
senior administrator from
former University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s
administration.
“There is an increasing
demand for very capable executive leadership,” said Ron
Seifert, vice president at the
compensation consulting firm
Hay Group. “You have to believe that the committee, the
board and the trustees view
him as being valuable and important to the organization.”

Earnings are often based
on an individual’s value to the
administration, said economics professor Anthony Yezer,
who sits on the Faculty Senate’s budget and finance committee. He said Katz’s benefits
and steadily increasing salary
may also show creditors’ trust,
despite GW’s growing debt.
“Since we borrowed up
to our eyeballs, we need to
preserve the confidence of
our creditors. To the extent
that Katz has the confidence
of our creditors, maybe that’s
part of his value,” Yezer said.
Chris Denhart, the administrative director at the
Center for College Affordability and Productivity, said
Katz’s large compensation
package mirrors a trend of
lavish compensation packages for top executives – even
as colleges’ debt grows.
“Its kind of a Catch-22.
We see all this wasteful
spending and accruing debt
but it is very hard to reverse
it,” Denhart said. “A lot of
times we see Boards of Trustees, eating out of the hand of
the president, so there really
is no pressure from them to
keep administrative compensation down.”

like next year when their contracts are up,” Perez said.
GW has given full-time
Corcoran professors one-year
contracts, while about 150 faculty and staff will lose their jobs
this fall.
Corcoran faculty had a full
day of orientation Wednesday,
discussing topics like conducting research, campus security,
student support and “surviving
and enjoying” the first year at
GW. The orientation was capped
with a dinner hosted by Provost
Steven Lerman and his wife, according to documents obtained
by The Hatchet.
Joey Mánlapaz, a GW alumna and former Corcoran associ-

ate professor, was not offered a
spot to teach at GW this fall. But
she has submitted her resumé
and said the court’s ruling is still
a “good thing.”
“The train has left the station
many, many months ago. It’s a
very important step, so now it’s
finalized,” she said.
Still, Mánlapaz said “many”
of her students have decided
to attend other colleges, partly
because Corcoran students may
eventually have to pay GW’s full
tuition, a $17,000 increase from
what they pay now.
“Right now everybody is
sort of nervous about their positions. It’s nerve wracking,”
Mánlapaz said.

Law professor propelled
Watergate scandal
investigation
From Page 3
point a special prosecutor if
deemed necessary, rather than
having the U.S. attorney general
do so.
Allan Lichtman, a distinguished professor of history
at American University, said
Banzhaf proved early during
the news firestorm that he understood the significance of the
scandal and that it could be
linked to high-ranking federal
officials. But at the time, the case
was mostly considered “an isolated incident and some rogue
individuals.”
“There is no doubt that he was
the first to seriously raise the issue
in a public way. He certainly put it
in the minds of members of Congress and was a contributing factor,” Lichtman said.
A decade later, Banzhaf
worked with a fellow GW law
professor, Peter Meyers, to go
after another president. They
pushed to have a special prosecutor investigate how President
Jimmy Carter ’s briefing book
had found its way to the Republican campaign headquarters before the televised debates.

The two argued that the District Court should again appoint
a special prosecutor to investigate, using the Special Prosecutor Act, and the court agreed.
The D.C. Court of Appeals overturned the ruling, though, arguing that the act did not authorize
anyone to request the use of the
special prosecutor.
Meyers said he and Banzhaf,
in filing the petition, were looking to test the limits of the act.
“A case like that, we had
raised the issue on the front page
of the American newspapers of
why isn’t there a special prosecutor. You’ve accomplished a lot
even if you lose,” Meyers said.
“The very good lawyers understand what’s the definition of
victory.”
The special prosecutor statute has since expired, and was
never renewed. Banzhaf argues
that such an act would be useful
to investigate the former director Lois Lerner ’s role in the 2013
Internal Revenue Service scandal.
Reps. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio,
and Darrel Issa, R-Calif., and
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, have
also recently called for a special
prosecutor to investigate Lerner.

Captain Cookie hopes for lift from GW customer base
From Page 1
with the intent of “improving the retail experience for
building tenants, the GW community and the community
at large while enhancing the
overall value of the property,”
Hiatt said in an email.

Reviving a sleepy shopping
center

The cookie-crazed store
will move into the indoor
shopping center as it plots
even greater expansion along
the East Coast: In addition to
its two food trucks that circle
the District and deal with Dupont Circle bar Thomas Foolery, Francis plans to operate a
truck near his alma mater, the
University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, and another in a
to-be-determined location this
year.
Some of Captain Cookie’s

neighbors hope the thriving
business will increase foot traffic in the complex, which has
not added any small businesses
since Wasabi in 2008. The Japanese sushi restaurant has since
closed its doors.
Chateau
Florist
owner
Monte Gidew said new chain
restaurants, such as Chipotle,
have been most successful at
drawing in customers.
“New businesses help bring
people in,” he said. “People
want to discover it and the surrounding area. There are a lot
of big name companies bringing in business.”
Some worry that the smallscale cookie shop won’t attract enough customers to offset the loss of seafood house
Kinkead’s. The restaurant’s
10,000-square foot space has sat
vacant for the past two years.
“If it’s a big restaurant like

that you see the difference because it brings in people from
different walks of life, not local people,” said Steven Momoh, owner of Watch & Band
Clinic. “When they come in
the business they come from
Kinkead’s.”

A campus icon

Francis said he baked his
first cookie when he was 4
years old. Before he pursued
a career in baking, he took a
detour: The Oklahoma native
studied Mandarin and English
in college, and he moved to
D.C. to work as a contractor for
the Department of Homeland
Security.
On the side, he started selling his cookies to D.C. coffee
and cupcake stores. Four years
later, using his own savings
and a loan from his mother for
a combined $30,000, he bought

his first truck, “Cookie 1.”
Painted smurf blue, Cookie
1 was originally a Washington
Post delivery truck. It took a
year to renovate the truck to accommodate a full kitchen, and
Francis started driving across
the District in 2012. Cookie 2,
the yellow incarnation of the
original truck, made its way to
the streets last year.
Since
Captain
Cookie
started to visit campus, it has
quickly become a campus icon.
Francis took note and started
hiring GW students to work in
the truck, and when students
approached him to work as defacto campus ambassadors in
exchange for free cookies, he
agreed.
Armed with free T-shirts,
several students help spread
the word about the captain
across Foggy Bottom. Students
find the truck outside of its

normal 2:45 to 6:30 p.m. hours
at Greek philanthropy events
and student organization fundraisers.
After frequenting the truck
and befriending Francis, senior Ari Massefski soon found
himself on the other side of
the counter, rolling and baking cookies. Though not a paid
employee, he said he enjoyed
lending a hand to a brand he
thought had seamlessly integrated into the GW community.
“The business, it’s his life,”
Massefski said. “He cares about
it a lot, but he also cares a lot
about the students or customers or whoever it is that’s coming up to the truck, and he will
ask how your day is going and
he will listen to the answer because he’s a really good guy.”
—Kristen Barnes and Allison
Kowalski contributed reporting.
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THE

GAMES
OF THE WEEK

3

NUMBER

CRUNCH

WOMEN’S SOCCER

MEN’S SOCCER

vs. James Madison
GW Soccer Field
Saturday • 4 p.m.
After dropping their opening
exhibition game in a road loss
to Lehigh 2-0, the Colonials
will try to make adjustments
against the Dukes at home.

vs. Mount St. Mary’s
GW Soccer Field
Friday • 5 p.m.

The Colonials officially open
their season against the
Knights after going 1-1 in
their two exhibition games.

The number of announced conference championships GW will host. The baseball,
lacrosse and gymnastics teams will host their conference tournaments at Barcroft
Park, the Mount Vernon field and the Smith Center, respectively.

FIVE HOT FRESHMEN PROSPECTS TO WATCH
HATCHET SPORTS STAFF

Freshman athletes have already
started to adjust to campus and don
the unofficial student-athlete uniform of
sweatpants and GW-emblazoned backpacks during summer training. Fans
should keep an eye out for new faces at
the Smith Center, on the athletic fields
and in the pool this fall.
Here are five freshman to watch this
year, ranging from exceptional players
with the talent and experience to rise
quickly as stars to players with specific
skills that could improve their teams by
meeting a need or tending to a weakness.

MEN’S SOCCER

WATER POLO
Duke Becker (Attack)
Freshman attacker Duke Becker is a standout offensive player joining
the men’s water polo team after it lost a senior class that accounted for 41
percent of goals last season. One of six incoming freshmen, Becker could
make a strong impact as his skillset may fill the gap left behind by graduates.
As a senior at La Jolla High School in California, Becker earned an AllAmerican honorable mention and was named to the All-CIF and San Diego
Union Tribune All-Western League second teams. He was also a member
of the California Interscholastic Federation’s San Diego Section Senior AllStar Team and was named his team’s Offensive Player of the Year.
The three-time USA Water Polo Academic All-American led La Jolla
to three-straight appearances at the CIF San Diego Section Division III
semifinals.

VOLLEYBALL
Emily Newell
(Middle blocker)
With the loss of middle
blockers Gabrial Rushton and
Jamie Armstrong, volleyball
head coach Amanda Ault is
likely to call on freshman
Emily Newell to back last
year’s standout, sophomore
Chidima Osuchukwu. A former team captain and threeyear varsity starter at Kenston High School in Ohio,
Newell brings seasoned
leadership skills to the Colonials’ lineup. During her
senior season, Newell was
selected as First-Team AllConference and led her team
to the regional semifinals.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Annika Johnson (Defender-midfielder)
Annika Johnson joins the women’s soccer team after an elite high
school career. The defender and midfielder captained her Marian High
School team to a Michigan state title her junior year, while claiming runnerup honors in her sophomore and senior seasons. Though ACL injuries took
her off the field for seven months during her final season with Marian,
Johnson returned to the lineup in time for the Division ll semifinals. Outside
of school play, Johnson has competed for Michigan Gators FC, winning the
2011 Michigan State Cup. She has also played for Vadar Soccer Club and
the Michigan Players Development Academy. A proven competitor with experience and championships under her belt, Johnson could embrace either
a role on defense or as a midfielder with ease, and step up in bigger games
if given the opportunity.

Santiago Ardila (Midfielder)
Ardila hails from Mexico City,
but comes to GW after a postgraduate year at IMG Academy in
Bradenton, Fla., where he served
as team captain. Head coach Craig
Jones described Ardila in a release
as “a powerful midfielder who
shows a good passing range,” and a
player who will challenge returners
for a spot on the field.
After losing a key offensive
asset in Tyler Ranalli, who graduated in May, Ardila’s skilled passing
could spark a GW offense that once
relied heavily on Ranalli alone last
season.
Christian Lawal (Defenseman)
Lawal comes to GW from
Maidstone, England, where he
led his high school team in
goals during both his junior
and senior years. He was
also a part of the U-18
team that won the Eng- lish
Schools’ Football Association
National Cup in 2014. Lawal
is one of just two defenders in
the incoming recruiting class,
but his athleticism and technical
skills could make him an impact
player on both ends of the field and
put him in the running for a starting
role this season.
SAMUEL KLEIN |
SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

SAMUEL KLEIN |
SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

Women’s soccer looks to set an even higher bar for 2014
HATCHET REPORTER

Last season, women’s
soccer scored two goals
against a Georgetown team
that ﬁnished No. 20 in the
country, snapped powerhouse La Salle’s 19-match
regular-season
conference
win streak, posted the most
shutouts – eight – in a season
since 1994 and played in the
Atlantic 10 Championships
for the ﬁrst time in 11 years.
And, after a 1-1 draw
against American last week
and a 1-0 win against Delaware in exhibition play Saturday, conﬁdence is radiating
from the team as it looks to
build on the success of last
year’s 7-5-5 season.
“I think we’re going to get
more wins this year,” sophomore forward MacKenzie
Cowley said. But the A-10 is
not entirely convinced.
Coaches ranked GW
seventh in a preseason conference poll this month, the
same seed the Colonials
had going into the A-10
Championships last year.
The modest expectations
may stem from the loss of ﬁve
seniors, including goalkeeper
Nicole Ulrik, who started all
18 games in the net last season, and top-scoring midﬁelder Jane Wallis.

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

Junior Kristi Abbate will look to regain her stellar freshman form to provide women’s soccer
with offensive firepower. The team’s leading scorer, Jane Wallis, graduated last May.

The Colonials struggled
to score last season, averaging 1.11 goals per game and
suﬀering ﬁve consecutive
shutouts during one stretch
of the season. Finding the offensive ﬁrepower to replace
Wallis will be a top priority.
Much of the burden to
ﬁnd the net may fall on ju-

nior forward and Preseason
All-Conference First Team
selection Kristi Abbate, who
couldn’t ﬁnd her golden
touch last year after a stunning freshman season when
she scored three goals and
added two assists. Still, Abbate started to look more
comfortable in the ﬁnal

Signings, schedules and games:
What you missed this summer
NORA PRINCIOTTI AND SEAN HURD
SPORTS EDITORS

While players went home and took a
break from competition over the summer, GW
sports still generated plenty of buzz. Here are
the top stories you may have missed.

BASEBALL

After spending the past three seasons
at the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluﬀ, Joe Tatum will join the team as a
volunteer assistant coach. Head coach
Gregg Ritchie also brought on former
Binghamton assistant coach Dustin Johnson to serve as the team’s pitching coach.

LACROSSE

Women’s lacrosse head coach Tara
Hannaford announced earlier this month
that she would leave the team after seven
years. The four-year letter winner at the
College of William & Mary posted a 47-69
record during her time at GW and coached
the Colonials to three Atlantic 10 Championship appearances. Hannaford said she
wanted to leave the staﬀ to spend more
time with family. She will depart after a 7-9
record last season, when the team missed

the playoﬀs after two consecutive postseason appearances.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

GW released the team’s out-of-conference
schedule this month. Notable matches include
games against last year’s Atlantic Coast Conference champion Virginia on Nov. 21, Seton
Hall on Nov. 29 and Charlotte on Dec. 7 in the
BB&T Classic.
Former Wake Forest forward Tyler Cavanaugh transferred to GW in early July after
his availability set many mid-majors abuzz. A
true stretch four with good three-point range,
Cavanaugh averaged 8.8 points and 3.8 rebounds per game during his sophomore season at Wake Forest. Cavanaugh also visited
Dayton and Butler before choosing GW, and
drew interest from Colorado, Davidson, Providence and Oregon. He will have to sit out the
2014-15 season per NCAA transfer guidelines,
but will have two years of eligibility remaining once he can play.

GWHATCHET.COM

H

For more news on what happened
in athletics this summer, visit
gwhatchet.com/sports.

games of her goalless season.
GW will likely rely on
Abbate as the go-to scorer
the team hoped she would
be last year, and will look
for a strong sophomore season from Cowley, who tied
Lina Proska for second in
goals scored on the team last
season with three.

Moving forward, Cowley
said the team would need to
learn to better take advantage
of goal-scoring opportunities.
“I think ﬁnishing is something we also struggle with,”
Cowley said. “This year, we
just need to focus in the ﬁnal
third and capitalize on the
opportunities that we have.”
While oﬀense may present the greatest challenge,
both Cowley and senior
defender Alex Brothers said
the team is committed to
keeping defense as strong
as last year, when the Colonials allowed .086 goals per
game. But without Ulrick,
the starting goalie position
is less clear this season.
Redshirt freshman Miranda Horn earned the start
against American, making
two saves and allowing no
goals for the ﬁrst 72 minutes
before freshman Monica
Thom played 18 minutes
and allowed the one Eagles
goal. Saint John’s transfer
Ellen Conway ﬁnished the
last 10 minutes of overtime.
Besides Horn, Thom
and Conway, defenders
Danielle Snajder and Ingrid
DiClemente, midﬁelder Lida
Koskina, defender-midﬁelder Annika Johnson and forward Brittany Cooper have
also joined the team.

''

SCOTT NOVER

Head
coach
Sarah
Barnes said members of the
freshmen class have the potential to challenge returners for playing time.

I think people are going
to have to come out day
in and day out and really
compete and go after it.
MACKENZIE COWLEY
Sophomore forward
“I think people are going
to have to come out day in
and day out and really compete and go after it,” Barnes
said. “If they take their foot
oﬀ the gas, there will be another player waiting to take
their spot.”
The Colonials will need
to reach their potential quickly: The non-conference schedule includes matches against
three teams that qualiﬁed for
last year’s NCAA Championship: Liberty, Georgetown
and La Salle.
The season oﬃcially
begins Friday at 5 p.m. in a
home match against Mount
Saint Mary’s.
—Josh Solomon contributed
reporting.
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