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After Trachtenberg’s
controversial remarks,
Knapp draws line in sand
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

Statements
highlight contrast
in personalities

NICOLE RADIVILOV | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR

A sexual assault was reported at the Phi Sigma Kappa townhouse last week. The report is at least
the fifth regarding a Greek townhouse in the last two years.

Sexual assault report prompts
call for raising Greek awareness
NEWS EDITOR

Student advocates and experts say University President
Steven Knapp missed an opportunity to start a campuswide conversation about sexual violence last week, when
a statement from his ofﬁce did
not mention a sexual assault
reported two days before in a
Greek townhouse.
The assault, which allegedly occurred in the Phi Sigma
Kappa townhouse, would
mark at least the ﬁfth sexual
abuse report regarding a fraternity house over the last two
years. In his message, Knapp
focused on soothing concerns
over former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s controversial remarks
about preventing sexual assault on college campuses.
Knapp called sexual assault “utterly repugnant” and
“unacceptable,” but experts
say his remarks didn’t go far
enough.
“To comment on a past
president without commenting on a current sexual assault
causes me concern,” said Gerard Braud, a crisis communication and media training
expert. “There’s a lack of congruency here to talk about one
and not the other.”
Knapp said sexual assault
on campus would “not be tolerated” in the statement. But
Braud, who runs Braud Communications, said GW could
have used the statement to pro-
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pel conversations about how
to prevent future assaults from
happening.
The statement is one of
the strongest Knapp has made
about assault since GW revamped its sexual assault response policy in 2013.

It’s something that
a lot of people are
really shocked about.
They are searching
for details.
KIRSTEN DIMOVITZ
SASA co-president
“This was a golden opportunity for the University
to launch a three-point or ﬁvepoint plan on how to address it.
It was an opportunity to have
awareness seminars, approach
the Greek council. There are
many opportunities here that
have been missed by someone
releasing a vanilla statement,”
Braud said. “I get very, very
frustrated when I see statements like this come out that
say nothing and don’t truly advance the cause.”
Knapp’s statement also
could have served as a chance
for the University to announce
a new program to increase
sexual assault awareness, said
Marguerite Dorn, a lawyer and
consultant on women’s issues.
“There are so many ways
he could have spun this posi-
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tively. Like here’s a jumping
off point for us – something
bad happened, let’s see if we
can push forward,” Dorn said.
“This is an important issue
that’s recognized across the
country he wouldn’t have been
going out on a limb had he
done so.”

‘Something people should be
talking about’

Coupled with the uproar
over Trachtenberg’s comments,
Students Against Sexual Assault co-president Kirsten Dimovitz said she did not think
the administration was doing
enough to address concerns
about the alleged assault at Phi
Sigma Kappa.
“It’s something that a lot
of people are really shocked
about. They are searching for
details,” Dimovitz said. “For
freshmen, they’ve been here
for six days and this happened.
That’s
something
people
should be talking about.”
Sexual assault education
has become a larger part of
the Greek community over the
past several years. Last year, at
least three chapters held bystander intervention training
where they taught members
how to step in and stop sexual
assault.
GW does not have a mandated sexual assault training
for every chapter.
“There has to be some follow up about what happened
and what prevention looks like.
See GREEK Page 6

Former University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg hasn’t
held GW’s top post for seven years,
but his controversial comments last
week made a splash across liberal
blogs, Twitter and alumni listservs.
Since his 19-year tenure ended,
he has become a frequently quoted
higher education expert, penning
ﬁve books and speaking at conferences across the country. His colleagues say he’s always been quick
to speak his mind, a trait that’s put
him in the spotlight in the past as
he speaks out on topics like high
tuition costs, lavish student services
and now, sexual assault.
Faculty and former administrators say his latest remarks continue
to show the contrast between the
boisterous Trachtenberg and his
more mild-mannered successor,
University President Steven Knapp.
Trachtenberg, who said his comments were “taken out of context,”
said women should not “drink in
excess” so they can be alert enough
to protect themselves from an attacker, a statement that prompted
angry emails from students and faculty ﬂooding his inbox.
Several days after the incident
gained attention, Knapp released a
message to the GW community that
drew a line in the sand.
“He is free, as an individual
faculty member, to express his personal views.
My responsibility
as
president is
to make my
own
and
the university’s position – and
the
steps
the university is actually taking
– as clear as I
can,” Knapp
wrote. “My
strongly
held posiHATCHET FILE PHOTO
tion is that
sexual
assault under any guise and regardless of the circumstances is utterly
repugnant and unacceptable.”
Robert Chernak, who worked
with Trachtenberg for more than
four decades across their tenures
at three universities, said Knapp’s
statement, though not totally out of
line, had “shades of throwing someone under the bus.”
“I think the reference that was
made in the beginning of the announcement was that he disagreed
with Trachtenberg’s philosophy and
put him in a bad light, but I don’t

think that’s what Trachtenberg intended – although he should have
been more careful in his choice of
words,” Chernak said.
Trachtenberg said he has a “cordial, but arms-length” relationship
with Knapp. The two had lunch just
after Knapp took the helm in 2007,
when Trachtenberg gave Knapp “a
kibbitz or two.” But the pair have
not spoken frequently since, he said.
“Ex-presidents need to
take a low proﬁle if they can.
I’ve had some
trouble with
that for the
last couple of
days. You don’t
want to be in
the president’s
face. You want
to give him
the chance that
you’ve had –
it’s his turn,”
Trachtenberg HATCHET FILE PHOTO
said.
But Trachtenberg has still stirred
up controversy for the University,
said Charles Garris, an engineering
professor and the chair of the Faculty Senate.
“Nobody ever had control over
Stephen Trachtenberg,” Garris said.

‘A bull in a china cabinet’

Garris called Trachtenberg “a
truly aggressive communicator,”
who would send articles or memos
to faculty members several times
a week while he was president.
Knapp is “very reserved, very cautious and a very different type of
personality,” he said.
“[Trachtenberg] likes to talk and
gets himself in trouble,” said Garris,
who has worked at GW for more
than three decades. “I think they realize occasionally he’ll make a blunder, but his heart is in the right place.
I don’t think he’s regarded as an enemy, but he’s someone who puts his
foot in his mouth.”
Trachtenberg was like a “bull in
a china cabinet” when he ﬁrst came
to GW, Chernak said, recalling times
when Trachtenberg clashed with
neighbors in Foggy Bottom as he expanded campus.
“There were times when
Trachtenberg might have been considered more vocal, outspoken and
controversial,” Chernak said. “He’s
bright, he’s engaging and he’s personable. As a result, he lets his guard
down and may do or say things that
could become a point of opposition.”
During Trachtenberg’s 19-year
tenure, he led an explosion of campus construction, lifted GW’s reputation and raised tuition.
The University’s sticker price
doubled during his presidency,
making a GW education the most
expensive in the country, and its
acceptance rate dropped to 37 percent. Ten years ago, Trachtenberg
also helped spearhead GW’s ﬁxed
See TRACHTENBERG Page 6

Medical school mourns ‘tragic loss’ for the psychiatry field
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

When Navdeep Kang entered
the School of Medicine and Health
Sciences three years ago, he connected with his classmates quickly, often
rooting for Pittsburgh teams with
them at a Dupont Circle sports bar.
The Sewickley, Pa. native’s softspoken personality and easygoing
outlook was refreshing amid the
stresses of medical school, several
of his friends said, and Kang would
often take the time to remind them
that one exam wouldn’t make or
break their careers.
The fourth-year medical student and undergraduate alumnus
died Wednesday from injuries he
sustained in a motorcycle accident
in Maryland. He was 25 years old.
Kang was in the middle of deciding which psychiatric medical
residency programs he would apply to, said associate professor of
psychiatry and behavioral science
Julia Frank, who acted as his adviser
for the past year. He had told her he
wanted to work with the mentally

ill, taking care of people who didn’t
have others to look after them.
“Mental health is the best barometer of wellness,” he wrote in an
essay about his time working in a
psychiatric hospital. “I’m endlessly
grateful to have been a small part of
that bridge for so many.”
The two met Wednesday morning to review Kang’s application essays. He was interested in programs
in the Paciﬁc Northwest, where he
could enjoy the outdoors and pursue his passion for medicine.
“He embraced every aspect of
psychiatry that he was exposed to.
Lots of other students don’t express
this kind of enthusiasm and joy in
psychiatric work that he seemed to
have,” Frank said.
Wednesday afternoon, Kang
was struck by a car while riding
a motorcycle in Potomac, Md. He
and the driver of a BMW SUV were
going in opposite directions on the
road when the SUV tried to turn left,
crashing into Kang.
He received ﬁrst aid at the
scene and was brought to a nearby
hospital, where he succumbed to
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Navdeep Kang, an undergraduate alumnus and fourth-year medical student at the School of Medicine and Health Sciences died last week from
injuries he sustained in a motorcycle accident.

life-threatening injuries. The Montgomery County Police Department
is investigating the collision.
Kang had completed rotations
at the Northern Virginia Mental
Health Institution, Children’s National Hospital and the GW Hospital, Frank said, and he told her that
“he felt like a ﬁsh in water,” during
his psychiatric rotations.
Frank said Kang had felt incredibly loyal to GW, choosing to remain
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in Foggy Bottom for medical school
after graduating magna cum laude
from the Columbian College of
Arts and Sciences with a bachelor’s
degree in biology and a minor in
French languages and literature in
2011.
His father, Jasbir Kang, said
his son had loved interacting with
patients during his psychiatric
rotations. Navdeep Kang had
originally planned to become an
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$3 off your first online order

emergency room physician, but
later decided to explore other specialities before he settled on his father’s ﬁeld, psychiatry.
Navdeep Kang rode a motorcycle for the ﬁrst time when he was 16,
Jasbir Kang said. He asked for a motorcycle before he graduated high
school, and he nursed the idea for
about seven years before his father
allowed him to buy a bike.
“When he asked me this time,
I could not say no to him,” Jasbir
Kang said.
Whitney
Thomas
met
Navdeep Kang at the beginning
of their ﬁrst year of medical
school, and both were specializing in psychiatry. She said his
death was a “tragic loss” for the
ﬁeld, and that he set an example
for how to balance school and
time with friends.
“There’s life out there that’s
bigger than the next test, so enjoy the things around you. He always got that,” she said.
Aleksandar Jeremic, an associate
See KANG Page 6
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CRIME LOG

POPULAR LAST WEEK

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
(URINATING IN PUBLIC)
Square 80
8/26/14 – 1:30 a.m.
Case closed

University Police Department saw a student
urinating in the bushes. He was identiﬁed by UPD
and released.
Referred for disciplinary action

UNLAWFUL ENTRY
Mitchell Hall (7-Eleven)
8/26/14 – 7:20 p.m.
Case closed

UPD responded to a report of a homeless man panhandling in the store. Ofﬁcers determined that he
had previously been barred from campus property
and was arrested.
Subject arrested

DISORDERLY CONDUCT/INTOXICATION
21st Street and Pennsylvania Avenue
8/27/14 – 2 a.m.
Case closed

UPD responded to assist U.S. Secret Service police
with an intoxicated student. USSS ofﬁcers said her
disorderly behavior outside of a nightclub included
running from them and attempting to throw away
her fake ID. The student refused medical assessment and was forcibly taken to the emergency
room for treatment.
Referred for disciplinary action
–Compiled by Eva Palmer
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TRACHTENBERG
UNDER FIRE FOR
SEXUAL ASSAULT
REMARKS

2

On the Diane Rehm Show
last week, Trachtenberg
said schools should educate
women about the dangers of
over-consuming alcohol to
prevent assaults.

SEXUAL ASSAULT
REPORTED AT PHI
SIGMA KAPPA
HOUSE
The Metropolitan Police
Department is leading
an investigation into a
report that a male student
sexually assaulted another
student.

WORTH QUOTING

“He had a sense of honor
– that’s very important. He
inserted it into everything
he was doing.”

ON GWHATCHET.COM

3

GW FORMALIZES
PUNISHMENTS
FOR OFF-CAMPUS
VIOLATIONS

The University laid out
punishments for offcampus noise and trash
violations for the first time,
unveiling sanctions that
escalate to suspension.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday, Sept. 2

Sustainability Open House
Learn how to stay green while
at GW, and hear about campus
options ranging from taking on a
sustainability minor or joining a
student organization.
Marvin Center • 2 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 5

ALEKSANDAR JEREMIC, biology professor,
on medical student Navdeep Kang,
who died last week.

An Evening with Will Allen

Listen to the author of “The Good
Food Revolution,” the book selected
for the First Chapter Reading
Program. He plans to discuss
community food systems.
Lisner Auditorium • 7 p.m.

WATCH
ONLINE

DJ 2-Tone Jones performs Saturday at the Instant Vintage Record Fair and Auction. Attendees browsed options from the
private collection of vintage and new records, or purchased music that the artists played live at the event.

Students flocked to University Yard
Saturday for the annual Fall Fest, which
featured indie-rock band Cold War Kids.
Video by Blair Guild.

Friday, Sept. 5
Monument Walk

Join members of the InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship as they tour
D.C.’s most popular landmarks.
The group will first meet in Kogan
Plaza.
Kogan Plaza Clock Tower • 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 6

Freshmen Day of Service and
Convocation
Give back to the D.C. community
with the rest of the Class of 2018
through the sixth annual day of
community service.
Smith Center • 10 a.m.
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Campaign asks Trachtenberg to back sexual assault advocate
We need to ask for the University to
commit to prevention and intervention
and to commit to talking action to support
survivors of sexual assault.

JACQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Student leaders have
launched a campaign calling
for former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg to contribute seed funding for another sexual assault
advocate on campus.
Sally Kaplan, an alumna,
and her partner, graduate
student Jen Gushue, along
withStudents Against Sexual
Assault are spearheading a
campaign to provide more
resources for survivors. Their
efforts come after Trachtenberg drew ﬁre for saying
women need to be “trained
not to drink in excess” to
avoid falling victim to sexual
assault.
They hope to raise $5,000
and land a matching contribution from Trachtenberg,
allowing GW to hire a second full-time sexual assault
advocate. This ofﬁcial would
stand by survivors through
every step of the reporting
process, from talking victims through their options
for medical treatment to explaining how they can take a
perpetrator to court.
“We said to each other,
whatever effort we put forward together, we need to
ask for institutional change,”
said Kaplan, a 2013 graduate who crafted the proposal
with SASA president Ariella
Neckritz. “We need to ask for
the University to commit to
prevention and intervention
and to commit to taking action to support survivors of
sexual assault.”

SALLY KAPLAN
GW Alumna

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR

GW alumna Sally Kaplan and her partner, graduate student Jen Gushue, created an
online petition that aims to raise money for survivors of sexual assault on campus.
The University’s victims’
services coordinator, Suzanne
Combs, now serves as an advocate for students.
Kaplan and Gushue’s
petition
has
gathered
nearly
800
signatures,
and they have raised $485
through crowd funding.
But Trachtenberg said he
doesn’t plan to donate.
Trachtenberg told the
Hatchet in an email that he
will continue to make donations to the University. He
said many of his gifts go to
the Trachtenberg School of
Public Policy and Public Administration and the school’s
director, Kathy Newcomer.
“She can use my next
contribution for this issue if

she wishes,” he said.
One of GW’s Title IX
deputy coordinator positions has sat vacant for
nearly nine months, and
Combs, higher education
consultant Ann Franke and
several administrators have
worked to ﬁll the gap.
Kaplan, who survived
a sexual assault at another school before she
transferred to GW, said
the petition’s creators believe the University needs
another hire during the
transition. And the storm
of criticism surrounding
the president emeritus,
she said, has made sexual
assault prevention more
salient on campus.

A storm of letters

University President Steven Knapp highlighted the
resources GW offers victims
in a statement Friday.
The message came three
days after dozens of students,
faculty and alumni took to
social media to voice their
outrage over Trachtenberg’s
comments. During a panel
discussion on the Diane
Rehm show, Trachtenberg
said women should be careful “not to drink in excess.”
“They need to be in a position to punch the guys in
the nose if they misbehave,”
he said. “And so part of the
problem is you have men
who take advantage of women who drink too much and

Senior class aims for higher giving rate
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

HATCHET STAFF WRITERS
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Michelle Ryngel and Alix Cohen are this year’s senior class gift coordinators.
They have been tasked with persuading 60 percent of the senior class to
donate to GW as it enters the public phase of its capital campaign.

It’s a great way to help students understand the
important role that philanthropy plays in the strength
of an institution before they actually graduate.
ARTHUR CRISCILLIS
Higher Education Fundraising Expert at Alexander-Haas
executive director of emerging constituencies and online programs at
the Council for Advancement and
Support of Education. He said such
campaigns can especially motivate
students to give when they see their
classmates participating as well.
And when students donate once,
they’re more likely to get in the habit
of continuing to give, Henry said.
“You’re trying to build that
pipeline, but you’re also trying to
get students to put you in their pipeline,” Henry said.
Alumni participation made up
about one-third of total fundraising
hauls at 125 other colleges nationwide, according to a report by the
Council for Advancement and Support of Education. GW has historically struggled to pull in donations
from alumni, falling short of its competitor schools.
Ten of the 13 schools GW considers its peers had higher rates of
alumni giving in 2012, the latest data

Alumni donation rate at GW's
competitor schools in 2012
Source: U.S. News and World Reports College Rankings
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available, according to analysis by
U.S. News & World Report. Boston
University, another peer, matched
GW’s rate of about 9 percent that year.
Alix Cohen, the other senior
class gift coordinator, said this year
the committee will again encourage
seniors to sign up for ﬁve-year gifts,
which she said help “promote a culture of philanthropy” at GW. Last
spring, about 300 seniors agreed to
give annually for the next ﬁve years.
So far, GW’s efforts to build momentum have worked. The University grew its donor pool last year to
more than 22,000 donors, up from
about 19,000 the previous year.
Running a successful senior
class gift campaign could also
bode well for the future of GW’s
$1 billion campaign, said Arthur
Criscillis, a higher education fundraising expert at the consulting
ﬁrm Alexander-Haas.
The University is already
about halfway to reaching its goal
of raising $1 billion, which will go
toward academics, student support and construction.
“It’s a great way to help students understand the important
role that philanthropy plays in the
strength of an institution before
they actually graduate,” Criscillis
said. “It engages soon-to-be alumni in important ways and that engagement can continue after they
graduate.”
Cohen and Ryngel said they’ll
publicize
fundraising
totals
throughout the campaign to build
excitement as the year continues.
“It makes it more realistic for
people to put a solid number behind it and realize the impact of
their gift,” Cohen said.

which was published in the
Hufﬁngton Post. Jones, who
graduated in 2013, wrote that
a man broke into their GW
residence hall room and attempted to assault her friend
who was sleeping.
“If a man can sexually violate a woman while
she’s safely asleep in her
college dorm bed and have
this question thrown at her,
then how are we ever going
to stomp out college rape?”
she wrote. “But you, as a
leader in the world of education, have an obligation to
protect your students.”

Continuing the campaign

Laura Zillman, vice
president of Students Against
Sexual Assault, said Trachtenberg’s statements were “unacceptable.”
She said Peter Konwerski, the dean of student affairs, had reached out to her
and the organization through
Twitter. The group’s leaders
hope to meet with Konwerski
this week.
“I think the fact that we’ll
have that conversation and
begin that dialogues with
him and hear what he says
and respond to it, we can incorporate that into what our
next step is,” she said.

Crumbling ceiling
prompts SA’s call
for renovations
ALLISON KOWALSKI &
AVERY ANAPOL
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Senior class gift coordinators
unveiled an eye-popping participation goal last week, asking more seniors to give than ever before as GW
enters the public phase of its $1 billion fundraising campaign.
The University is challenging
at least 60 percent of the Class of
2015 to donate to their alma mater.
Ofﬁcials hope that if more seniors
make donations before leaving GW,
they’ll be more willing to give gifts
in the future, expanding GW’s donor pool and creating a culture of
giving back.
“It wasn’t just a number that
popped out of nowhere. You want a
number you know you can hit and
that is sustainable,” said Michelle
Ryngel, one of the senior class gift
coordinators.
Several of GW’s peer schools
have historically set higher participation goals for their senior classes.
Northwestern University made 66
percent its goal last year, while at the
University of Southern California, 96
percent of seniors made donations.
Last year’s senior class gift participation target of 55 percent was a
more than 10 percent increase from
three years ago.
But unlike in past years, when
students gather this May to celebrate their ﬁnal weeks at GW and
announce the total amount raised,
a donation matching the participation rate won’t come with the class
gift. Chair of the Board of Trustees
Nelson Carbonell, who has encouraged seniors to donate with the
promise of a matching gift since
2010, will not make a donation this
year, Ryngel said.
Carbonell has given more than
$156,000 to the University’s ﬁnancial aid fund for the senior class gift
challenge over the past four years.
Last year, he and his wife donated
$55,000 to match the class participation rate, and also rafﬂed off two
front-row tickets for graduation on
the National Mall to further motivate seniors.
Group challenges help bring in
donations because they make students feel like their gifts will have
a “greater impact,” said Rob Henry,

there are women who drink
too much. And we need to
educate our daughters and
our children in that regard.”
Trachtenberg said in an
interview that his comments
were taken “out of context.”
“I don’t believe that because a woman drinks, that
shifts responsibility from a
predator to her,” he said in an
interview. “You need to educate the men but that doesn’t
mean you don’t want to arm
your women with the ability
to defend themselves.”
Newcomer, the Trachtenberg school’s director, told
students in an email that the
school did not support its
namesake’s statements.
“We regret that these
remarks have brought our
name into the news in this
particular way at the start
of a new school year,” she
wrote. “Let’s not let this
incident distract us from
our mission of working to
inform public policy and
contribute to the quality of
democratic governance.”
Students in the school
wrote an open letter to
Trachtenberg, asking him
to clarify his remarks about
sexual assault.
Alumna Sophia Jones
also wrote an open letter,

Student
Association
President Nick Gumas is
lobbying administrators to
renovate the decades-old
Multicultural Student Services Center building, where
the ceiling is crumbling and
the basement is inaccessible.
Last spring, Gumas said
he learned that part of the
ceiling fell on a professor’s
desk while a group performed a dance recital on the
ﬂoor above.
Though the professor
was not injured, Gumas said
the incident alerted him that
the G Street building is “falling apart.” He also pointed
to chipped paint, a cracked
foundation and a basement
closed off to students because of unsafe conditions.
“It’s over 100 years old.
It hasn’t been touched in decades, and the University’s
response has been patchwork,” Gumas said.
The University has recently given the center cosmetic upgrades, including
replacing old televisions
and couches. The MSSC’s
director, Michael Tapscott,
declined to provide details
about when the townhouse
was built or last renovated.
“The townhouse is safe
and its day-to-day operations and use remains unchanged,” Tapscott said in
an email. He declined to sit
for an interview.
Gumas said spotty upgrades have, from students’
perspectives, made it livable.
Most students who frequent
the house note there are com-

fortable, cozy areas to meet
with friends.
Still, Gumas said the
space is insufﬁcient for those
who use the space. He said
the community of students
there, including members
of the Black Student Union,
LGBT Resource Center and
Asian Student Alliance, often
think of the center as their
primary tie to GW.
“After a certain point,
you get into the mindset
of, ‘It is what it is, and we’ll
have to make the most of
it,’” Gumas said. “For me,
that’s not something I feel
is the message we should
be sending to any student,
but in particularly students
of special populations that
are already associated with
a whole host of challenges.”
Executive Vice President
Avra Bossov added that
GW had offered space to the
MSSC on the ﬁfth ﬂoor of the
Marvin Center when it added
Colonial Crossroads in 2012,
but the organization turned
down the chance to move.
Black Student Union
President Kheri Freeman
said her organization uses
the townhouse constantly.
While students who spend
time in the building haven’t
been part of renovation talks
so far, Freeman said most
groups know to avoid the
basement.
Several students described the building as
home-like, where people
hold weekly meetings,
study or drop in to say hello
to friends sitting in the “living room.”
“You kinda just pop in
and know someone will be
there,” Freeman said.

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A fragile ceiling, chipped paint and a cracked foundation
are visible inside the Multicultural Student Services Center’s
basement, now deemed unsafe and closed to students.
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WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
When the Multicultural Student Services Center was last renovated (p. 3)
FROM

THE FORUM

blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum

– PRESIDENT EMERITUS STEPHEN JOEL TRACHTENBERG on his controversial comments • Aug. 28

STAFF EDITORIAL

GW must do more than cover legal
bases in sexual assault response
There has never been so
much pressure on universities
to have air-tight protocols in
place for cases of – or scandals
pertaining to – sexual assault.
After the events of this
week, no school knows that better than GW. Just a day after a
former University president
made controversial remarks
about sexual assault on a radio
show, students’ phones buzzed
with an alert: a student had reported a sexual assault at an oncampus fraternity house. Both
incidents grabbed the attention of local and national news
sources, which have put this issue that’s affecting all colleges
on the country’s agenda.
Because it’s more important
than ever for GW to have its
house in order, it’s concerning
that we are now in a kind of limbo
when it comes to preventing and
responding to sexual violence.
GW is still without a replacement
for Tara Pereira, the former deputy Title IX coordinator who left
her post last December.
Five months after Pereira’s
departure, the University hired
a higher education consultant
to identify gaps in GW’s sexual
assault policies – reﬂecting a
nationwide trend as schools
look to safeguard themselves
against litigation.
But even if the University
is covering its legal bases, there
are student needs that administrators must ﬁll.
When
Pereira
stepped
down, students advocates were
concerned they had lost their

Choosing a lawyer
before a student
advocate implies that
the University is taking
care of itself before it
takes care of survivors.
go-to administrator for sexual
assault resources and support.
Students across campus saw her
as a higher-up who made the
University feel accessible and
the judicial process manageable.
For all those reasons, Pereira
set a precedent during her time
as deputy Title IX coordinator:
By acting as a comforting ﬁgure to survivors, she was much
more than a GW ofﬁcial. That’s
now what GW students are familiar with and is, naturally,
what we’d like to see continue.
Outside consultant Ann
Franke was not hired to serve
as a student ally. GW brought
her on to temporarily assist
Vice Provost for Diversity and
Inclusion Terri Harris Reed,
who ensures the University is
in compliance with the anti-discrimination law Title IX.
No one wants to see GW
on the list of 76 schools under
investigation for mishandling
sexual assault cases, or students
to take the University to court. In
the worst-case scenario, schools
can lose federal funding if the
government ﬁnds they are not in
compliance with Title IX. It’s reassuring to have an outside consultant to keep practices in line

with federal standards, which
prevents funding for research
grants and loans from drying up.
Franke also told student
leaders she will inform administrators that the sexual assault resource website Haven has several dead-end links and needs
improvement overall. For nearly two years ofﬁcials have sold
Haven as a “one-stop shop” for
information and links to services, and it appears Franke has
stepped in after the vision for
the site failed to materialize.
But as essential as Franke’s
tasks are, GW still has a gaping hole in its support network
for sexual assault victims and
campus advocates.
Even if Reed, Franke and
others are able to cover Pereira’s
formal duties, the lack of a permanent successor sends a message to a student body: Choosing a lawyer before a student
advocate implies that the University is taking care of itself
before it takes care of survivors.
Just 12 percent of college-enrolled survivors will report their
rape to the police, according to
the U.S. Justice Department.
Universities must do everything
they can to encourage survivors
to step forward, including hiring staff members whose presence makes them feel more
comfortable on this campus.
We have to trust that the reason administrators are taking so
long to hire Pereira’s replacement is because they’re ﬁnding
the best of the best. We eagerly
wait to meet their choice.

Graduate students need the weight
of the Student Association

F

or many undergraduates, the only graduate
students they interact
with on a daily basis

Jaggar
DeMarco
Columnist
are teaching assistants.
You might not have known
that about a dozen graduate
students – some with families
and part-time jobs – sit on the
Student Association senate.
Their election process every
winter is as invisible to undergraduates as their day-today presence: Many graduate
students are elected via writein voting without any flashy
campaigns.
As a result, some of these
students don’t feel beholden
to the senate. We saw the real
consequences of this lack of
commitment when three SA
graduate senators left their
positions over the summer.
Unfortunately,
quitting
before the school year even
begins is commonplace for
at least a few of them every
year. But by leaving the SA, it
makes it even more difficult
for graduate student issues to
be pursued.
No one should work a job
they’re not committed to, obviously. And I’m not undervaluing the huge time commitment
the SA presents. But the people
best qualiﬁed to advocate for
graduate students are graduate students themselves.
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The solution at some of
GW’s peer schools has been to
form a separate council – and
our own graduate students
proposed that just a few years
ago, before administrators
met them with a “we’ll see.”
But if graduate students
formed their own student
leadership group, it would be
more difficult for both groups
to accomplish their goals. The
SA, even as GW’s top student
advocacy group, just barely
has the ear of officials – it only
gets five minutes to present at
Board of Trustees meetings.
Dividing that swaying power
between two groups would
muddle the message of the
student body and confuse GW
about our priorities.

Graduate students
need to be welcomed
into the existing SA
to avoid furthering
the divide between
the graduate and
undergraduate
student populations.
Graduate students need
to be welcomed into the existing SA to avoid furthering the
divide between the graduate
and undergraduate student
populations.
For that to happen, the
SA may need to make some
changes. The SA’s weeknight
meeting schedule presents a
difficulty to the many graduate students enrolled in night
classes. If all it takes is some

schedule shuffling to better
bring graduate students into
the SA’s fold, it seems like an
obvious step to take.
Still, you can’t expect
graduate students to show up
to SA meetings if they don’t
think they’ll hear debate on issues they care about. The SA’s
priorities should be spread
around more evenly. Instead
of focusing on the differences
between the two groups, the
key to bridging them together
is emphasizing the issues they
have in common.
For example, all of us –
graduates and undergraduates alike – are preparing for
life after school, so we all
should care about ensuring
GW’s career services are the
best they can be. Graduate
students have institutional
and experiential knowledge
that can be useful to us undergraduates, like experience
with internships, which is a
perennial concern in the SA
and the minds of students.
The graduate student voice
in this conversation would be
hugely beneficial, while they
would reap the benefits of
having the SA on their side.
Graduate
students
shouldn’t back away from a
call to provide perspective
as people who have already
lived through the undergraduate experience.
Besides, all students at
GW, regardless of age or
course of study, have one essential thing in common: We
all avoid J Street.
—Jaggar DeMarco, a
junior majoring in political
communication, is a Hatchet
columnist.
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With textbook debacle,
GW puts strain on
relationship with students

S

ometimes, going to GW
can feel like being in a
long-term relationship.
We deliberated before we
went Facebook-ofﬁcial, we now
spend a lot of time together
and the relationship has its ups
and downs. There are moments
when we lie to each other and
have disagreements, but we’ve
always pulled through.

Sarah Blugis
Contributing
Opinions Editor
Lately, though, students on
this rollercoaster of a partnership with the University have
been getting some mixed signals.
GW was recently caught trying
to add to our already heavy ﬁnancial burden – a sure sign the
honeymoon phase is over.
GW urged professors this
fall to keep cheaper online textbook resources like Amazon
and Chegg off their syllabi.
Thankfully, the faculty took
our side, and the University
backtracked on the mandate.
Of course, if most universities
had their way, the campus bookstore would be a student’s go-to
source for textbooks. The Wall
Street Journal reported just last
week that the $7 billion textbook
industry is taking a hit because
more students are purchasing
cheaper books from third parties.
This makes sense, since buying
from GW’s textbook provider,
Follett Higher Education Group,
seems ridiculous when we have
less-expensive alternatives.
It’s hypocritical for the
University to tell students that
affordability is a top priority when it goes behind closed
doors to make paying for an
education more difﬁcult.
Students are in a relationship with GW, not a marriage.
What is ours is not theirs, and
students shouldn’t be a quick
source of cash if the University
bookstore underperforms.
How the University treats
us now will impact how we look
back on our years here. Students
are already reluctant to donate
to the school after they graduate: GW’s alumni giving rate
is about 10 percent, trailing behind competitor schools. If the
University wants to boost this
number, it should do its best to
ease the ﬁnancial pressure we
feel during our time on campus.
Holding a grudge over
textbooks might seem trivial.
But after tuition and room and

board, textbooks are one of the
priciest expenses that students
have to worry about every semester. Humanities majors like
myself have it better than most
science or business majors, who
can pay more than $100 for specialized textbooks. Even so, I’ve
watched my own savings account dwindle when it comes
time to purchase or rent books.
The ability to buy textbooks
on sites like Amazon or Chegg
is important to many students,
myself included. GW should
look at it as a compromise: We
voluntarily pay high tuition and
accept the high rates for housing.
In return, the least the University can do is respect our choice to
buy used textbooks elsewhere.
Though the textbook debacle isn’t necessarily enough
to make students break up with
GW, it’s certainly a cause for
concern – especially when our
school consistently touts its ef-

Students are in a
relationship with GW,
not a marriage. What is
ours is not theirs, and
students shouldn’t be a
quick source of cash if
the University bookstore
underperforms.
forts to make itself affordable.
Over 60 percent of this year’s
freshman class is receiving
some type of ﬁnancial aid, and
we all beneﬁt from the promise
of a ﬁxed tuition rate.
I know many, including me,
couldn’t be here without the ﬁnancial aid measures GW takes.
But receiving some assistance
doesn’t necessarily mean our
wallets are full and waiting to
be opened for other expenses.
In some cases, parents too feel
the strain, and every penny we
spend just adds to the ﬁnancial
pressure we’ll have down the
road when we need to pay back
student loans.
As students, we’ve already
made the commitment. We love
GW and know it better than anyone. But just like two people who
have settled into a relationship,
the mask is off, and the University is showing its true colors.
Now it’s time for our school to
make the same commitment to
us that we made to it.
It’s not us, GW. It’s you.
—Sarah Blugis, a junior majoring
in political communication,
is The Hatchet’s contributing
opinions editor.
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SA senate supports contract for group financial tracking app
Allison Kowalski &
Victoria Sheridan
HATCHET STAFF WRITERS

New system
to streamline
allocation process
The Student Association has
voted to pitch in $10,000 to help GW
buy an online system and go-to app
for groups to track their finances,
message members and request
event space for the next three years.
The system, which costs
$119,000, will likely be ready for
student groups to use when they
apply for a slice of the SA’s $900,000
funding pool next spring. Student
leaders said at an SA senate meeting
last week that it will help them keep
a closer eye on how student groups
spend their money, allowing the finance committee to approve certain
line items and veto others.
OrgSync will put student group
leaders have called tedious tasks,
like requesting meeting space and
checking events with the University
calendar, in one place. The commitment comes after years of student
lobbying for an updated system that
lets finance committee members
keep groups accountable for what
they are allowed to spend.
“Let’s not be cheap. Let’s be
honest with people. They need our
help, so let’s give it to them,” finance
committee chair Ben Pryde said.
Students will be able to send
mass texts to members of their

SAMUEL KLEIN | PHOTO EDITOR

Anne Graham, program coordinator for the Center for Student Engagement, presents OrgSync to the SA senate.
The new information system seeks to make on-campus student groups more organized by improving how funds
are allocated and how meeting spaces are reserved.

groups through the app and create
web pages for organizations to advertise their events. It also streamlines budget processes by creating
one site for administrators to sign
off on purchases.
Pryde said past finance committees had used the system SOMA,

which was created in the 1990s and
“no longer meets my needs.” Today,
he said, they have used it as a highfunctioning version of Excel.
“Right now, we’re using
SOMA and Google Docs and
it’s a mess. We need OrgSync
because without it, we can’t

move forward,” Pryde said.
Sen. Omeed Firouzi, U-AtLarge, said OrgSync would have
helped him during his time as
the president of one of the University’s largest student groups,
GW College Democrats. Firouzi
said filling out expense and trav-

el approval forms, as well as applications for additional funding,
hindered programming.
“We know from experience
that SOMA has worked from
time to time and allowed us to, at
the very least, operate,” he said.
“OrgSync allows organizations
to work even better and have everything they need in one place.”
Still, some senators questioned
why the SA should give $10,000 to
the University for a system that officials said they were committed to
purchasing anyway. Sen. Casey Syron, CCAS-U, and Sen. Sean Kumnick, CCAS-U, were the only senators to vote against the bill.
“It’s like my parents are going
to buy me a $20,000 car,” said Syron. “Why would I give my parents
$5,000 when I know they’re going to
buy me a free car?”
Anne Graham, an official
from the Center for Student Engagement who presented at the
meeting, said it was important
for the SA to publicly support the
purchase so all student groups
prepare to use the system.
Syron said the money could
be better spent on helping smaller student organizations that
have budgets of a few hundred
dollars. He pointed to Dance
Marathon, a charity fundraiser
that was sponsored by 45 student groups last spring, as a
program that could benefit from
extra SA money.
“Dance Marathon started
with a budget of $1,000 and
raised about $40,000,” Syron said.
“Imagine what they could do
with a couple of extra dollars?”

File complaints here: Program
Board starts forum for student input
ALLISON KOWALSKI
NEWS EDITOR
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Students Against Sexual Assault recruits new members during this year’s student organization
fair. The group is actively trying to recruit more men, after Men of Strength, an organization
focused on bringing men into conversations about sexual assault, disbanded this year.

GW’s all-male sexual assault
awareness group disbands
Zunara Naeem
HATCHET REPORTER

The University’s only group of men focused on ending sexual violence disbanded
this year after its founders graduated, revealing challenges to engaging male students in such advocacy circles.
The GW chapter of the national organization Men of Strength, which was established on campus three years ago, led training sessions and discussions about men’s
roles in preventing assault. The group’s collapse stems from an issue that student leaders said they had faced for years on GW’s
campus: It can be hard to involve men in
conversations about sexual assault.
Kostas Skordalos, one of the founders who graduated last spring, said Men
of Strength struggled to recruit and retain
members from year to year.
“I think the organization did a great job
in getting the word out, but we faced issues
with getting people involved since there
didn’t seem to be much interest outside of
the people already involved in the group,”
Skordalos said.
Co-founder Matt Scott, also an alumnus, said he doesn’t think progress around
sexual assault education will slow down.
Rather, he said it would be most effective
if men joined the largely female group Students Against Sexual Assault. About four of
SASA’s two dozen active members are men.
“I’d challenge GW guys to step up and
actively address sexual assault,” Scott said.
“We can’t be divided entities on the same
issue.”
Kirsten Dimovitz, co-president of Students Against Sexual Assault, said the
group is actively trying to recruit more men.
She said SASA plans to increase outreach to
Greek chapters, in the hopes that partnering
with fraternities will bring more male students into a campus-wide dialogue.
Dimovitz said the group saw “great
turnout” from male freshmen at Colonial
Inauguration sessions this summer.
“Men are a huge part of the conversation but are just not engaged enough, which
is why Men of Strength was so absolutely
crucial,” Dimovitz said. “So often, opposing
sides of the issue can paint the framework
or the perspective that this is a women’s

issue. This issue though isn’t something
where we’re putting blame on men at all –
it’s an issue where we as a community can
work together.”
SASA usually sees a rush of new members at the start of the semester, she said,
then male enrollment falls as the semester
continues because they often struggle to
find a place in the female-dominated organization.
“You have to find those guys who are
really passionate, and you can’t just create
them,” Dimovitz said. “If we have boys in
our organization ready to start something
like that, they can go crazy with it. But we
can’t push them into the role.”
Many men feel like they can’t join conversations about sexual assault because of
“a male-dominated culture which places
men in a box,” said Clifton Trotter, a youth
prevention specialist at the national advocacy group Peace Over Violence.
“At the core, we’re trying to shift culture, without gender divisions or pointing
fingers. It has to be spoken from both sides
because if you’re not telling everyone’s story, they can’t connect,” Trotter said.
Adrian Valdivia, manager of national
programs at the sexual assault prevention
group Men Can Stop Rape, said campus
dialogues should also involve top-down instruction from administrators and student
leaders. For example, Howard University
hosted events likes Healthy Masculinity
Town Halls and Campus Conversations
last fall to discuss sexual assault and healthy
relationships with large groups on campus.
At GW, sexual assault prevention training and bystander intervention workshops
have targeted Greek chapters and athletes.
Valdivia said schools with the most
successful campaigns about men’s role in
stopping assault focused on “having that
conversation and integrating it into the everyday.”
“We need to address conversations like
the kind that happen at a barber shop, where
guys are joking around and someone says
something about women,” Valdivia said.
“Many men in the barbershop may feel like
they should have said something, but most
don’t want to upset the rest of the group, so
they just laugh along. We gotta break that
cycle and change those attitudes.”
—Colleen Murphy contributed reporting.

Program Board will
launch its first-ever forum for
student input this year, which
the group’s leader said will
help them avoid missteps like
choosing unpopular headliners in the future.
Last semester, the group
announced that Jay Sean
would headline Spring Fling,
a letdown to many students
who had enjoyed the highprofile Macklemore and
Ryan Lewis concert the year
before. This year’s Fall Fest
headliner was released just
three days before the band
was set to play in University
Yard, though the organization usually announces the
artists weeks earlier.
Program Board Executive Chair Liz Moses said
discontent comes with the
territory of selecting one artist
for about 10,000 undergraduates. Though many chairs
in the past have brushed off
that part of job, the business
school senior said starting a
focus group would help Program Board be more inclusive in the decision making.
The group will meet once
a semester to give input on
artist choices, best advertising strategies and constructive advice, she said. Moses
added that she hopes the
committee helps Program
Board reflect the voice of the
GW community.

ANDREW GOODMAN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cold War Kids’ Nathan Willett and his bandmates offered a
change of pace from past Fall Fest performers. The headliner
was not formally announced until three days before the show.

The applications –
which will be available
from late September to
early October – are open
to all GW students. Moses
said the board will look
for students who are active
on campus, and there is no
limit for how many people

will earn spots in the group.
Moses declined to say
what delayed the Fall Fest
headliner
announcement
this year, but attributed it to
general “departmental delays.” In the past, the organization told students about
a month before the show.
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Trachtenberg draws fire
after controversial comments
From Page 1
tuition policy, which keeps
tuition the same for returning students, while also
hiking the price for tuition
16 percent that year.
Knapp has made affordability a larger focus during
his tenure, hiring a provost
of diversity and inclusion,
creating a link between the
admissions and ﬁnancial
aid ofﬁces for the ﬁrst time
and forming a task force to
focus on making GW more
accessible to lower-income
students.
Marybeth Gasman, a
higher education professor in the University of
Pennsylvania’s Graduate
School of Education, said
Trachtenberg must take
extra care when making
public statements because
they hold more weight than
those of a typical professor.
“He used to be the living logo and main speaker
of the institution,” she said.
“In this case, if it’s bringing
negative press to GW then
Trachtenberg needs to step
back and realize that’s happening and he’s probably
stepping over the line. The
problem is your current
president has to clean up
the mess and do damage
control.”
Last
ﬁscal
year,
Trachtenberg made a total compensation of about
$433,000, according to tax
ﬁlings. His compensation,
which includes beneﬁts,
topped $3.7 million in 2007,
a total that is twice what
Knapp currently earns and
made him the highest paid
executive in higher education at the time, according
to analysis by the Chronicle
of Higher Education.

A pattern of speaking out

Trachtenberg’s
comments about sexual assault

– which he made on the Diane Rehm show last week
– follow a past pattern of
speaking out on higher
education issues that cause
a mixed response. GW does
not schedule Trachtenberg’s media appearances,
University spokeswoman
Candace Smith said.
“Trachtenberg
often
displayed a lack of care
in thoughts and words as
president and apparently
has not changed since his
retirement. Otherwise, he
would have known to be
precise on a topic like this
one,” said economics professor Donald Parsons.
In an interview with
The Atlantic ﬁve years after
he stepped down as president, Trachtenberg compared selling GW to selling
vodka: “raising the price
and upgrading the packaging to create the illusion of
quality.”
The
Atlantic
also
dubbed Trachtenberg “the
high priest of runaway college inﬂation” and when
the Washington Post wrote
an article last winter about
GW’s rich-kid, Gatsby-like
reputation,
Trachtenberg
was quoted as saying, “The
cost of excellence is expensive.”
Knapp responded to
the Post story saying it was
a “distorted characterization of our students.”
Trachtenberg
said
though he is several years
out as GW’s president, he
still keeps the school’s reputation in mind during interviews or when he makes
statements.
Retired presidents must
walk a ﬁne line between
speaking their minds and
avoiding stepping on the
toes of the current president, said Cary Nelson, the
president of the American
Association of University
Professors.

“Former
presidents
have the responsibility not
to speak like an irresponsible fool, which in this case
was not entirely honored,”
Nelson said. “He also has
an added responsibility of
judgement that your average member doesn’t have
because he’s still identiﬁed
at the institution.”
Nelson, who has studied academic freedom
policies, added that Knapp
could also have condemned
Trachtenberg’s
remarks
without fully infringing on
his freedom as a professor.
Now,
Trachtenberg
holds an endowed professorship in public service.
His name is on the University’s School of Public Policy and Public Administration and he comes to Foggy
Bottom campus almost
daily, using an ofﬁce on the
sixth ﬂoor in the media and
public affairs building.
Trachtenberg has also
helped bring in donations
to the University during
Knapp’s tenure, using connections he built during his
time as president.
Knapp’s
response
pointed
out
that
Trachtenberg has freedom as a professor to
express his opinion – an
important aspect of tenure. He declined to comment on whether GW has
a problem with sexual
assault or address the
impact of Trachtenberg’s
comments.
“I have never made a
public comment about an
expression of opinion by
any member of the University’s faculty and I believe
that by doing so in this case
it’d set a very problematic
precedent,” Knapp said
in an email to a professor
that was obtained by The
Hatchet.
—Jacqueline Thomsen
contributed reporting.

Sexual assault reported in
Phi Sigma Kappa house
From Page 1
Fraternities can be huge partners in this issue and fraternities can stop sexual assault,”
Dimovitz said. “They have
to do that through educating
their members on what being
a bystander looks like, what
being an ally looks like, how
to respect women and have
follow up so this doesn’t happen next time.”
Dimovitz said the issue
was “too serious to dance
around,” and should be met
with increased training and
education at fraternities instead of sanctions like kicking
the fraternity off campus.
Negar Esfandiari, the president of the Feminist Student
Union, said she was surprised
to read Knapp’s statement,
which she called a “recycled
response.” She pointed out
that across the country, sexual
assault is one of the most underreported crimes.
“I think people think
sexual assault is so traumatic
that they don’t want to talk
about it or acknowledge it.
It’s very hush-hush,” Esfandiari said. “Especially after
Trachtenberg’s comments, I
think people going through
a similar situation would feel
super discouraged and obviously it’s hard to bring something up like that.”

An ongoing investigation

GW sent an alert to the
community at about 12:30
a.m. Thursday, describing
the suspect as a white man in
his 20s with shaggy blonde
hair who may be named
“Sonny.” Law enforcement
ofﬁcials have identiﬁed and
contacted the suspect, and a
“thorough investigation” is
ongoing, University spokeswoman Candace Smith said.
She did not provide information about any sanctions or
charges, but said the suspect
is a student.
The Metropolitan Police
Department, which is leading
the investigation, declined to
comment. A spokeswoman
at MPD declined to provide

more details about the investigation because a report of
the incident is not yet complete.
The University has not
released sanctions for assaults
that have occurred in Greek
townhouses. Phi Sigma Kappa is one of four Greek chapters with a privately owned
townhouse, which belongs to
their alumni organization.
Police investigated an
incident in October 2012 at
Beta Theta Pi’s 22nd Street
townhouse, which was later
marked as a closed case in the
University’s crime log.
City police investigated
an alleged sexual abuse at
Tau Kappa Epsilon’s townhouse in March 2013 and two
alleged abuses at Phi Kappa
Psi’s townhouse in August
2012. UPD did not make any
arrests and the victim did not
press charges in the Phi Kappa Psi incidents. Phi Kappa
Psi and Tau Kappa Epsilon
both still have their on-campus townhouses, though
Tau Kappa Epsilon’s 22nd
Street townhouse is privately
owned.
Dean of Student Affairs
Peter Konwerski, Associate
Dean of Students Tim Miller
and Greek life director Christina Witkowicki declined to
provide details of the investigation or say if the report
could impact the chapter’s judicial standing with the University. They also declined to
comment on sanctions given
out for sexual assault at Greek
townhouses in the past.
Konwerski, Miller and
Witkowicki declined to comment on whether the alleged
assault could cause the chapter to lose its townhouse.
Konwerski, Miller and Witkowicki also declined to say
whether they believe the
Greek community receives
enough training about sexual
assault. They declined requests for phone interviews.
The national organization had not heard of an assault in the townhouse and
did not know whether the
chapter would face sanctions
as recently as Thursday, said

Michael Carey, a spokesman
for Phi Sigma Kappa. He did
not return a second request
for comment.
Sonny Finch, the president of Phi Sigma Kappa, did
not return requests for comment. Peyton Zere, president
of the Interfraternity Council, and Panhellenic Council
president Kasey Packer also
did not return multiple requests for comment.
Nationally, Greeks and
freshmen are most frequently
involved in alcohol abuse
and sexual assault, according
to a report by the National
Institute of Justice. At GW,
the Greek population has
swelled over the last decade,
now making up about 30 percent of campus.
At colleges and universities, the ﬁrst two months of
school are often known as
a “red zone” because of increased instances of sexual
and substance abuse.
The federal government
is investigating more than 70
schools for their response to
sexual assault, and though
GW is not on the list, the issue
continues to pick up steam.
GW reported 37 instances of
alleged sexual assault to the
Department of Education
between 2010 and 2012, the
most recent data available.
Frank Lomonte, the
executive director of the
Student Press Law Center, said the most common
punishment for sexual assault is suspension from
school, but said because
the townhouse is within
the bounds of campus, GW
could still potentially boot
the chapter off campus. He
said the chapter could also
lose its charter if a member
of the fraternity is found
guilty of the assault.
“But I can’t say it’s really common,” Lomonte
said. “Typically, penalties
against a Greek organization are because of drugs or
alcohol at parties. Typically
they don’t blame the entire
organization because one
member engaged in some
act of rogue behavior.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMIL HASAN

Navdeep Kang was an active outdoorsman and hiked Old Rag
Mountain in Shenandoah National Park several times, his friends
said. He died last week after a motorcycle accident.

Fourth-year medical student
dies after motorcycle crash
From Page 1
professor of biological sciences,
hired Kang to work on a diabetes study in his lab while he was
an undergraduate student. Kang
quickly emerged as a leader, teaching others techniques for collecting
data and producing impressive results himself.
Kang worked in the lab for two
semesters as an underclassman,
Jeremic said, though he returned
after to advise new research assistants.
“He was able to manage both
research and his schedule and being a good student, and that goes
to show how good and mature he
was, how bright he was,” Jeremic
said. “He had a sense of honor –
that’s very important. He inserted
it into everything he was doing.”
Jamil Hasan, a friend of Kang’s
from the medical school, said the
two climbed Old Rag Mountain in
the Shenandoah Valley this summer, which was one of Kang’s favorite hikes. He would often rave
about an old man who sold ginger
ale on the side of the mountain,
Hasan said, although the two
hadn’t seen the man on their last
trip.
Kang would often invite large
groups of friends to his family’s
beach house in the Outer Banks,
where they would swim, chase
crabs on the beach and barbecue,
Hasan said. He loved the outdoors
– whether he was running, biking,
drawing, going to baseball games
or visiting the National Gallery of
Art Sculpture Garden.
“If he didn’t do all these things,
he would probably have ended up
being fat because the only thing

he was capable of cooking were
brownies, which I’m pretty sure he
ate every day,” Hasan joked.
Kang reﬂected on his experience in medical school in a student
blog called “in-Training,” detailing
why physicians struggle to leave
their jobs behind at the hospital.
“Our training sculpts us and
shapes us, but it isn’t something
that we simply leave in our white
coat when we go home. Perhaps
this is what is meant by ‘medicine
is a way of life.’ Learning that our
training shapes us, as people, and
what that means for the people in
our lives, is hard,” he wrote.
Kirsten Norrell, a Pittsburgh
native who would often watch
sports games with Kang, said one
of the times she’d seen him most
happy was when he stood outside
the Verizon Center after the Penguins beat the Capitals two years
ago.
He often wore Penguins gear
around GW’s campus and found
ways to bring friends together to
watch sports, including throwing
a combined birthday and Super
Bowl party every year.
Scott Schroth, the School of
Medicine and Health Sciences’ associate dean for administration,
who was also one of Kang’s advisers, said he guided Kang when he
was considering a specialty in psychiatry. Schroth said it was “challenging in a funny way” to help
Kang weigh his possible career
paths.
“I think everyone that knew
him well really felt that was right.
His father is a psychiatrist. I think
initially he thought he would end
up being something else, but at the
end of the day, I think that really
resonated with him,” Schroth said.
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SCENE
THIS WEEK

JAMIE XX

DC MEET MARKET

ED SHEERAN

Jam to remixed beats
by UK producer and DJ
Jamie xx, a member of
British electronic duo
The xx.

D.C.’s community marketplace
will host a back-to-school event
with DJ performers, a pop-up
library and a live pig roast by Toki
Underground and Maketto.

The British pop phenomenon
will play songs from his new
album, “x,” released in June,
along with older hits like “The
A-Team” and “Lego House.”

U Street Music Hall
Sept. 5, $20

THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY

Logan Circle
Sept. 6, Free

Merriweather Post Pavilion
Sept. 6, $40-$55

Sept. 1, 2003: Jason Mraz performs at the Smith Center as
part of Welcome Week.

''

Culture

THE

At National Book Festival, GW professors take spotlight
The writing is the
most fun part,
and the book
being successful
is second best.
The festival is the
cherry on top of
everything.

JEANINE MARIE
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Classics and anthropology professor Eric Cline is
used to teaching in lecture
halls full of students. But this
weekend, his audience numbered more than 1,000 at one
of the most popular literary
events in the country.
Both Cline and clinical professor of psychiatry
Theodore David George
spoke about their most recent books Saturday at the
Library of Congress National
Book Festival.
“After a few minutes it
felt like I was back [teaching] at GW. But I don’t think
I’ve lectured 1,500 people before,” Cline said.
He said as the author of
16 books, this opportunity
has hovered on the horizon
for him since he published
his ﬁrst book in 2004.
“I see it happen every
year [on the National Mall],
and I’ve always wanted to be
part of it,” he said.
The festival moved indoors this year to the Walter
E. Washington Convention
Center after the National
Park Service voiced concerns that booths and equipment had damaged the
grass on the National Mall
in the past. While organizers
cut the festival a day shorter
and downsized the amount
of space they typically use,
they were able to invite the
same number of speakers
– about 100 – after adding
evening lecture hours to Saturday’s lineup.
Organizers fenced in a
small area for attendees to
buy a limited selection from
featured authors and bestsellers – at relatively high

ERIC CLINE

NICOLE RADIVILOV | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR

Eric Cline, a archaeologist and professor in GW’s anthropology department, presented at the National Book Fair on Saturday.
He spoke about his book, “1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed,” which details the destruction of different cultural
economies in ancient times.

prices. Popular Japanese
writer Harukami Murakami’s latest novel, “Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His
Years of Pilgrimage,” was
on sale for $25 at the festival,
but costs $16 on Barnes and
Noble’s website.
Still, Cline’s book, “1177
BC: the Year Civilization
Collapsed,” which chronicles the natural disasters
and collapsing empires of
the Late Bronze Age, sold
out in 15 minutes. The New
Yorker noted that its appeal
was largely because of a
“recognizable” depiction of
an ancient time.
Cline has spent roughly

seven years surveying and
excavating sites in Egypt,
Jordan, Cyprus, Greece and,
most recently, Israel.
“This is the ﬁrst time one
of my books has caught onto
the popular imagination.
Normally, I write [academic]
stuff my colleagues read,”
Cline said.
Like Cline, George also
focused his talk on his latest book, “Untangling the
Mind: Why We Behave the
Way We Do,” which the program’s host called a “virtual
owner’s manual of the human brain.” A full audience
awaited George’s presentation, though he joked that he

lacked experience speaking
to crowds.
“I’m a psychiatrist, so I
usually talk to more one-onone,” he said.
George, who has practiced psychiatry for more
than 30 years, simpliﬁed the
complex language of neuroscience, captivating his audience by detailing the cases
of three of his most memorable patients.
One of those patients
was a man George called Mr.
Wilson, whose fear that he
would “lose control” and hit
his children sparked George’s
interest in the relationship between extreme behaviors and

GW Classics and Anthropology
Professor
for me to argue if I’m not
angry,” George said, looking
to explain how a lack of emotion causes what he called
“shutdown mode.”
Both professors said
the festival gave their work
exposure along with the
chance to interact with their
readers outside of a classroom setting.
“The writing is the most
fun part, and the book being
successful is second best. The
festival is the cherry on top of
everything,” Cline said. “I’d
do it again in a heartbeat.”

deeply-rooted emotion.
He also branched into
more topical issues like
the psychological
roots of alcoOTHER NOTABLE 2014
holism
and
SPEAKERS:
depression.
He
called
Lisa See
depression
“Snow Flower And The Secret
a “shot of
Fan”
novacaine
to
the
Alice Mcdermott
nervous
“Charming Billy”
system,”
w h i c h
Paul Auster
causes suf“The Invention Of Solitude”
ferers to be
highly passive.
“It’s hard
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OF THE WEEK

NUMBER

CRUNCH

MEN’S SOCCER

VOLLEYBALL

vs. Harvard
Mount Vernon Field
Sunday • 1 p.m.
After picking up their first win
of the season Friday, the Colonials will take on the Crimson
in their home opener.

vs. Metropolitan University of
Puerto Rico
Smith Center
Wednesday • 7 p.m.
The Puerto Rican Junior National
team will play at the Smith
Center as part of its D.C. tour.

242

The number of minutes women’s soccer goalkeeper Miranda Horn
has gone without allowing a goal. Horn has totaled 11 saves to
help keep GW perfect through three games.

Men’s water polo looks to improve on last season’s success
ROB BARTNICHAK
HATCHET REPORTER

Last year, the men’s water polo
team scored more than 11 goals per
game on the way to its most successful season since 2006.
Now trying to ride that momentum, GW will have to change its philosophy after losing four key seniors
who scored 41 percent of the team’s
goals.
“Our seniors did a good job
of putting points on the board last
year,” head coach Scott Reed said.
“This year, we’re going to be a more
defensive-minded team to compensate for that loss.”
The Colonials come into this season ranking seventh in the CWPA’s
Varsity Preseason Poll, and looking
to build on a 2013 campaign that
was a net positive, despite some ups
and downs. After the team started
9-2, the year changed direction with
a tough 3-8 stretch. GW wrapped up
the season 16-15 in the program’s
first winning season in seven years.
Those 16 wins were also the most in
a single season since 1998.
The team has been in the pool
since preseason training began Aug.
19, focusing on conditioning and
also making use of new technology
like GW’s vision training system,
particularly for goalkeepers.
But to continue improving, the
Colonials will need to cope with the
loss of offensive standout Daniel
Tyner. Tyner ended his career ranking third all-time with 339 points
and fifth with 228 career goals.
“Instead of out-scoring teams,
we’re going to need to out-defend
them,” junior Bogdan Petkovic said.
“Instead of trying to beat teams 1110, we should beat them 6-5.”
Reed attributed last year’s
streakiness to a lack of depth on the
roster, which will likely change with
six new freshman and an additional
year of experience under the belts of
older team leaders.

UPCOMING GAMES
Princeton Invitational
Sept. 6, 2014

vs. MIT
• 11:45 a.m.

vs. St. Francis College
• 4:45 p.m.

Sept. 7, 2014

vs. Iona College
• 11:45 a.m.
vs. Brown
• 4:45 p.m.
HATCHET FILE PHOTO

Heading into his 15th season as the head coach of men’s water polo, Scott Reed, center, plans to implement a
more defense-oriented style of play.

This year’s freshman class,
joining 12 returning letterwinners
on the team, brings versatility, particularly in utility player and 2013
All-American Pierce Deamer, who
Reed called “one of the most complete players I have ever seen,” in
a release. Reed said in an interview
that all the newcomers will have the
opportunity to get playing time.
Along with Deamer, the Colonials added attacker and 2013 AllAmerican honorable mention Duke
Becker, attacker Noah McKinnie
Braun, center defender Joe Behun,
center Quentin Montgomery and
utility player Ryan Michalko to the
roster this season.
“Now we’re going to have a lot

more depth and will be able to give
people rest throughout the season,”
said Reed, who is entering his 15th
season at the helm for GW. His best
season came in the 2006-07, when
the team went 14-12.
Reed said he will look to Petkovic and senior attacker Brian
Mojica for leadership – both in the
water and the locker room. Petkovic earned his second Honorable
Mention All-American recognition
during the offseason, and Mojica
ranks second all-time at GW with
147 assists. Along with Petkovic and
Mojica will be senior center Ridvan
Pehlivan, who ranked second on the
team in goals with 55.
“We don’t want to have long

losing streaks this year that bring
down morale. I want to be able to
keep everyone’s morale up, especially toward the end of the season,”
Mojica said.
To aid the defense, GW returns both of last season’s goalkeepers in junior Connor Dillon
and sophomore Sander Profaci.
Dillon accumulated most of the
playing time last season, totaling
101 quarters to Profaci’s 24.
Even with the tall order on
offense, Reed is confident that
the team can continue its upward
trajectory and be a force in the upcoming season.
“Despite the fact that we lost
so many offensive players, we’re

still looking to move forward,”
Reed said. “We want to put ourselves in a position to play in that
championship game.”
The best postseason result for
the program was in 2007: The Colonials finished third at the Eastern
Championships after a 12-18 regular
season. Last year, the team placed
seventh at the tournament, now
called the CWPA Championships.
The Colonials begin their season Sept. 6, with a doubleheader
against MIT and defending CWPA
Champion St. Francis (NY) in the
Princeton Invitational. The Colonials will not face the CWPA
preseason poll top-ranked Tigers
during the Invitational, but will
host them on Sept. 21 and return
to Princeton Sept. 28 for some of
the season’s toughest competition.

National broadcasts reflect men’s basketball team’s progress
SPORTS EDITORS

One of college basketball’s trusted barometers has pointed to GW as
a team to watch for the first time in
eight years.
GW’s program-record 14 nationally televised games ranks third
in the Atlantic 10 behind Dayton,
which scheduled 21 games, and
VCU, which led the conference with
23 games. As a conference, the A-10
will have a record 75 nationally televised games this season.
ESPNU will broadcast live from
the Smith Center on Jan. 15, when
GW hosts Richmond, in the only
ESPN Network conference game
that doesn’t feature either VCU or
Dayton. It will be the first time an
ESPN Network will broadcast from
the Smith Center since the 2006-07
season and one of three conference
games on ESPN Networks the Colonials will play.
By choosing to broadcast A-10
conference games, ESPN and other networks like NBC Sports and
CBS Sports are banking on the
Colonials and their conference opponents to compete at a high level.
The A-10 drew criticism last year
when it had six teams selected for
the NCAA tournament: Critics
thought the conference was not
strong enough to merit the same
number of bids as notable power
conferences like the Atlantic Coast

Conference, Big 10 and Pac 12.
But Athletic Director Patrick
Nero said the network attention
shows that GW and other A-10 programs have proven themselves as
teams of interest.
“They want the best teams on
television,” Nero said. “The Atlantic
10 each year continues to prove itself. In today’s age with all the shifts
in the conferences and in the NCAA,
we have consistently proven that we
are one of the top basketball conferences in the country.”
Nero said the atmosphere in the
Smith Center was another network
draw. GW is the only A-10 school
that will be the home team in each
of its ESPN Network conference
games, and the Colonials’ nonconference matchups during the
Diamond Head Classic in December guarantee the team three more
ESPN Network broadcasts.
Beyond the networks, quality teams have also endorsed the
Colonials by pegging them as
competition.
Nero’s greatest success of the
scheduling period came when the
fourth-year athletic director reached
a two-year home-and-home agreement with the University of Virginia, last year’s Atlantic Coast Conference champions.
“We were well aware that Maryland was leaving the ACC, and so
Virginia’s annual trip to the region
would be cancelled,” Nero said.
“That was really the sell with them.
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This offseason, GW Athletic Director Patrick Nero arranged two-year home-and-home matchups with Virginia,
Penn State, Seton Hall and DePaul.

You reach out to them and then say,
‘You recruit a lot in D.C., you have
a very large alumni base in D.C.,’
obviously northern Virginia is really
big for them in terms of where their
students come.”
Joe McDonald dribbles the ball
last season against Memphis in the
NCAA Tournament. The Colonials
will play in home-and-home series
against quality programs the next
two years.
Along with Virginia, Nero
also landed new two-year agreements with Penn State, Seton Hall
and DePaul.
While GW believed it had the
right pitch to persuade Virginia,
Nero said the agreement was not
possible without the Colonials’ historic 2013-14 season.
“Its easier for us now than it
was two years ago because two or
three years ago when our RPI was
150, there wasn’t a lot of value. They
knew they could come in, and they
could lose here and losing to a 150
RPI can hurt them,” Nero said.
He said GW’s commitment to
increasing the program’s exposure
has put the team in a “challenging”
situation on the floor. Each of the
Colonials’ new home-and-home
agreements begin with GW playing
on the road at Penn State, Seton Hall,
DePaul and Virginia this season.
However, Rob Dauster, head
writer for NBCSports.com’s college

The Atlantic 10 each year continues to prove
itself. In today’s age with all the shifts in
the conferences and in the NCAA, we have
consistently proven that we are one of the top
basketball conferences in the country.
PATRICK NERO
GW Athletic Director
basketball coverage at College Basketball Talk, said this season’s majority road-loaded non-conference
slate was “for the best.”
“It’s always going to be a risk
when you’re playing on the road,”
Dauster said. “Unless you’re Kentucky or North Carolina or Ohio
State or others schools like that,
you really can’t play every nonconference game at home. You
don’t want to. For the NCAA Tournament, the selection committee
values road games, road wins and
challenging yourself.”
Dauster, predicting that the
2015-16 season will be the Colonials’
best, said playing the road game for
all of the home-and-home agreements is a smart strategy. GW’s
starting core of Joe McDonald, Kevin Larsen, Kethan Savage and Patricio Garino will be seniors next year,
and summer transfer Tyler Cavanaugh will be eligible to play then.
“[The] 2015-16 [season] is when

the arc of this group kind of hits
their peak,” Dauster said. “If they’re
getting all the home games in the
year when they’re supposed to be
the best, I think that’s kind of a good
thing for the program.”
Dauster said Lonergan will be
able to use the national broadcasts
as a selling point for recruits, whose
families across the country would
not be able to watch their children
play without them.
Even with the positive attention from teams and networks after
GW’s 11-win improvement from
last season, Georgetown remains
unwilling to play the Colonials.
The neighboring university’s team
played GW regularly until 1982.
“We’d like to play Georgetown,
but at this time they are not interested,” Nero said. “They’re no different
from when you’re asking someone
out on a date, and they don’t want
to go on a date with you. I’ll go on
that date alone I guess.”

