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Three attackers were 
involved in a reported 

student rape, which 
allegedy took place in an 

alley on I Street near 
campus, according to a 

police report. 

MPD: Multiple-suspect student rape case is ‘disturbing’
Police still searching 
for three men accused 
of violent attack

The Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment’s assistant chief says he can’t 
remember the last time one victim 
has reported being sexually assault-
ed by multiple attackers in D.C.

But nearly two weeks ago, a 
21-year-old GW student said she 
was attacked by three men in an al-
leyway just off campus. MPD Assis-
tant Chief Peter Newsham said po-
lice have few leads, and don’t know 
if the alleged attackers are also GW 
students.

The female student did not 
know the suspects, who were de-
scribed as white men in their 20s.

“It’s very disturbing for us to 
know that something like that has 
happened to a student,” Newsham 
said. “Although sex is involved in 
the crime, it’s really a crime of vio-
lence. It’s a violent behavior by the 
criminals. And to me it’s very dis-
turbing that you would have more 
than one person involved in this.”

The student reported that the 
incident occurred at about 12:30 
a.m. when she was walking through 
an alleyway at 2413 I St. A suspect 
pinned her against the brick wall 
while another suspect penetrated 
her vagina with his fi ngers “against 
her will,” according to the police re-
port.

She was brought to a hospital 
for “apparent minor injuries” after 
the incident, according to the report.

MPD classifi ed the Nov. 22 at-
tack as fi rst-degree sexual abuse, 
the highest level for a sexual assault 
crime. Sexual assault advocates say 
under the FBI’s broader defi nition, 
the incident is considered a rape 
because it involved non-consensual 
penetration with a body part.

Newsham said the rape alleg-
edly occurred in a “very safe part of 
the city,” and the department’s top 
priority is fi nding the suspects. Last 

year, there were no sex abuses re-
ported to MPD on New Hampshire 
Avenue between 24th and I streets, 
but so far this year, there have been 
three reported, according to D.C. 
crime data.

Newsham has spent more than 
20 years at MPD. After its sexual as-
sault unit was criticized in 2013 for 
mishandling sexual assault cases 
and incorrectly fi ling reports, News-
ham helped improve the way MPD 
responds to sexual assault, sitting in 
on hours-long hearings with survi-
vors and city leaders.

A few days after the assault, GW 
sent an alert by email asking stu-
dents with any information to call 
MPD. A fl yer attached in the email 
included further descriptions of 
the suspects and also listed the cell 
phone numbers of the two detec-
tives in charge of the case, who did 
not return requests for comment.

The fi rst suspect, who allegedly 
pinned the student against the wall, 
reportedly had light brown hair 
that’s “puffy up top and closer on 
the sides,” was wearing a dark T-
shirt with “Fitch” written across the 
front and was 6-foot-3. The second 
suspect was described as wearing a 
dark V-neck T-shirt and a black Nike 
Fuel band on his right wrist, and 
was shorter than the fi rst suspect.

MPD has no other details about 
the third suspect, though he was de-
scribed as a white man in his 20s like 
the other suspects. Newsham said 
the third suspect would be charged 
based on what information is found 
during the investigation. The police 
report only said the third suspect 
“approached” the student with the 
other two.

Those convicted of fi rst-degree 
sexual abuse can be imprisoned for 
life if they are found guilty of work-
ing with accomplices, according to 
the D.C. law.

It’s common for MPD to send 
out information about suspects to 
communities, Newsham said, and 
if an incident happens near a college 
campus, the department sends the 
bulletin out to the school to relay to 
the students.

“The information from the 

EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

COURTESY OF LEE LOWDER
Fourth-year law student Mark Lee was found dead in his Columbia 
Heights apartment Sunday night. His father said he loved sports, and 
that he was a fan of the Chicago Bears and Tar Heels basketball.

Fourth-year law student remembered 
for easy-going personality, sharp wit

See LEE Page 6

Mark Lee was a diligent and 
quick-witted fourth-year law stu-
dent, who will be remembered by 
his friends and family for taking the 
challenges of law school in stride 
with an easy-going attitude and 
warm laugh.

Lee, a 35-year-old part-time 
law student, was found dead in his 
Columbia Heights apartment Sun-
day. He was pursuing a career in 
business and contract law, and had 
worked at K2M Group Holdings, 
Inc. in Leesburg, Va. since 2010.

A native of Newport News, Va., 
Lee was a sports fanatic, whose fa-
vorite teams included the Univer-
sity of North Carolina’s men’s bas-
ketball team and the Chicago Bears, 
said his father, Tom Lee. The two 
spoke every Sunday night, mostly 
about whatever games had been 
played that day.

“He loved his sports. We would 
talk sports and go to Nats games and 
things like that,” Tom Lee said. “He 
was also an avid reader. He would 
read everything and anything.”

His father and stepmother 
found Lee in his apartment Sun-
day night. They last spoke Saturday 
morning and they hadn’t heard 
from him since.

Conrad Fisher, who took law 
classes with Lee, said the two often 
sat in the back of the classroom, and 
that he would remember Lee’s kind 
smile around campus.

“He would, however, occasion-
ally drop an unprompted gem, of 
wit or wisdom, and it was regularly 
accompanied or followed by his de-
lightful, rumbling chuckle,” Fisher 

said. “These invariably made me 
wish that he talked more in class.”

Lee grew up playing basketball 
and attended then-head coach Dean 
Smith’s camp at UNC at Chapel Hill 
from age 10 through his senior year 
of high school.

Lee graduated from Virginia 
Tech in 2002 with a degree in com-
munications and a minor in political 
science. After working a few jobs, he 
enrolled in classes at the University 
of South Carolina and joined Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough as a 
paralegal.

After he decided to go to law 
school, Lee would regularly update 
his father about how he was faring 
on his practice LSATs. He scored in 
the 94th percentile when he took 

the test, and was accepted to GW, 
Georgetown and George Mason 
universities.

“He always liked the school,” 
his father said. “And he was very 
happy with the classes and the pro-
fessors.”

He later moved to Nelson Mul-
lins Riley & Scarborough’s D.C. of-
fi ce, and then left to start working 
at K2M, a global medical device 
company, where he helped ensure 
the company was complying with 
federal regulations while working 
with clients.

Lee was popular around the 
offi ce, and easily formed relation-
ships with employees in different 

I Street

Ne
w 

Ha
m

ps
hi

re
 A

ve
nu

e

2
4

th S
treet

2
5

th S
treet

2
5

th S
treet

2
4

th S
treet

I Street

Snows Court

Location of 
reported assault

“He made people 
feel at ease.

Sports lover, known 
for his ‘rumbling 
chuckle,’ dies at 35
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

See ASSAULT Page 6

Metro Monopoly
Your stop for comfort food

p. 7

University cuts 
$8.2 million from 
strategic plan funds
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

The University has trimmed 
$8.2 million in funding to support 
its blueprint for the next decade, 
after already instituting hiring 
freezes and slashing administra-
tive spending to make up for a 
shortfall.

Provost Steven Lerman said 
the money had been set aside in 
the University’s budget to help 
fund its strategic plan, but had 
not yet been “ob-
ligated” to specifi c 
programs. He said 
he hoped to add 
the money back 
into the budget 
in the future, but 
that would have 
to come after the 
University makes 
up for last year’s 
$20 million budget 
shortfall.

“It means 
some things will 
be put into the 
plan implementa-
tion later than they 
would have been, 
but nothing has 
been dropped,” 
Lerman said. “It’s 
hard to actually 
know what things 
would have hap-
pened if we’d funded it.”

The $8.2 million is just 3 per-
cent of what the total plan is esti-
mated to cost. Still, cutting from 
strategic programs could hold 
back the University from achiev-
ing its ambitious goals, experts 
said.

Last year, GW lost about 
$10.9 million in estimated rev-

enue when graduate enrollment 
dropped. The University spent 
an extra $10.6 million that offi cials 
didn’t anticipate, but has so far de-
clined to say where it overspent.

Part of those losses have al-
ready been made up through a 
hiring freeze, the elimination of 
a vice provost position and cuts 
to areas that support University 
President Steven Knapp and Ex-
ecutive Vice President and Trea-
surer Lou Katz.

Vice Provost for Budget and 
Finance Rene 
Stewart O’Neal 
explained the 
cut to strategic 
plan funding in a 
meeting with the 
Faculty Senate’s 
fi nance committee 
several weeks ago, 
economics profes-
sor and committee 
member Donald 
Parsons said.

Parsons said 
the University has 
not been transpar-
ent enough about 
what led to the $20 
million shortfall, or 
whether it expects 
those unantici-
pated costs to con-
tinue.

“If it starts 
to stop, then you 

don’t worry so much about it,” 
Parsons said. “If you look and 
see the bleeding continues you 
get anxious and go to emergency 
room. Cutting back on expendi-
tures is like the emergency room.”

Charles Garris, the chair of 
the Faculty Senate’s executive 

See STRATEGIC PLAN Page 6
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shortfall from overspend-
ing and a drop in gradu-
ate enrollment last year

cut from strategic plan 
funding to help make up 

for that loss
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CRIME LOG POPULAR LAST WEEK
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GREEK LEADERS 
LOOK TO REFORM 
SANCTIONS
Greek leaders have been 
brainstorming reforms to 
the University’s policy for 
sanctioning groups, asking 
of� cials to directly punish 
students instead of placing 
an entire chapter on GW’s 
disciplinary list. 
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GW’S BILLIONARE 
NETWORK
The University counts 
at least six billionaires 
among its alumni 
network, including the 
chairman of Samsung 
and a man who owns 
every McDonald’s in 
Egypt.

Monday, Dec. 8

ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
A mural drawn by Corcoran students to protest recent events in Ferguson, Mo. is power washed off a wall in front of Gelman Library. Protests 
continued both on campus and around D.C. the week following the grand jury decision not to indict police of� cer Darren Wilson. 

PROFESSOR 
REMEMBERED 
FOR DEDICATION
Michael Shanahan, a veteran 
Washington journalist, may 
be best remembered as an 
advocate for the students he 
mentored during his nearly 15 
years teaching at GW.

This week’s Hidden Gems goes into the 
roasting warehouse of swing’s coffee, a D.C. 
staple for nearly 100 years. 
Video by Yara Bishara.

It’s very disturbing 
for us to know that 
something like that has 
happened to a student.

Midnight Breakfast
Take a break from � nal exams and enjoy 
late-night breakfast served by faculty and 
staff, along with stress-relieving activities.
10 p.m. • Marvin Center

‘The Colbert Report’ at Lisner
Watch Stephen Colbert as he records 
an episode of his satirical news show, 
“The Colbert Report,” in this event 
open only to GW students.
3:30 p.m. • Lisner Auditorium

Gelman Relaxation Station
Enjoy relaxation stretches, meditation 
exercises and healthy snacks to 
decompress during � nals.
7 p.m. • Gelman Library Room 301

An Evening with Ari Fleisher
Join former White House Press 
Secretary Ari Fleisher as he discusses 
politics and working for former 
President George W. Bush.
8 p.m. • Lisner Auditorium

PETER NEWSHAM, Metropolitan Police 
Department assistant chief, on the alleged 
multiple-suspect rape that occurred just off 
campus on Nov. 22. 

Tuesday, Dec. 9

ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICER/UNLAWFUL 
ENTRY/DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Mitchell Hall (7-Eleven Store)
11/19/14 – 3:30 p.m.
Case closed
A previously barred man was arrested after yelling 
at customers in the store. He was also charged with 
threats after he threatened the arresting offi cers.
Subject arrested

SIMPLE ASSAULT
Thurston Hall
11/23/14 – 3:57 a.m.
Case closed
A male student reported that another male student 
assaulted him while they were in an elevator. There 
were no injuries reported.
Referred for disciplinary action

INDECENT EXPOSURE
500 Block of 19th Street NW
11/23/14 – 7:18 p.m.
Case closed
Campus police responded to a blue light emergency 
phone activation and found a student laying on the 
ground partially clothed. Upon offi cers’ arrival he 
further disrobed. The student was transported to 
GW Hospital for treatment for potential intoxication.
No suspects or witnesses

-Compiled by Benjamin Kershner
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HATCHET FILE PHOTO
The Innovation Task Force presented new cost-saving ideas each semester, as former chair Dave Lawlor did last 
spring. But no presentation will be held this fall. Instead, the ITF will focus on rolling out more ideas that have 
already been announced.

MARY eLLeN MCINTIRe
NEWS EDITOR

Officials focus on 
current projects, wait to 
unveil new programs

GW’s cost-cutting program holds back on new ideas

JORDAN MCDONALD | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
The body donor program gives medical students a chance to practice with cadavers, gaining a 
more realistic understanding of the human body. Jamie Adler, a fourth-year medical student, said 
studying cadavers is “as old as studying medicine.”

Donating the ultimate gift: 
Cadaver program signups surge

Foundation launches to 
remember junior, teach 
students basketball 

CATHeRINe MORAN
HATCHET REPORTER

eLLIe sMITH
HATCHET REPORTER

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GWATHMEY FAMILY
In honor of William Gwathmey, a student who died earlier this semester, members 
of his family and fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi have started a foundation to teach bas-
ketball to low-income students. 

GW will not unveil a new round 
of cost-saving ideas through the In-
novation Task Force this month, 
marking the first semester that the 
program has not vetted programs 
to boost the University's bottom line 
since its launch five years ago.

Instead, administrators plan to 
focus on implementing the ideas 
that they haven’t yet brought to frui-
tion, Provost Steven Lerman said in 
an interview this week. With more 
than 70 ideas already in the pipeline, 
GW will be able to reach its goal of 
identifying $60 million in new reve-
nue or savings by next year, he said.

Still, just $27 million was ready 
to put back into the GW's budget 
this year.

“We had accumulated a lot of 
ideas and there was a danger of 
having so many ideas that you can’t 
follow through on all of them,” Ler-
man said. “It was a good time to do 
some consolidation and to really 
move some of the ideas that were in 
process faster to implementation.”

Dave Lawlor, who led the pro-
gram since its inception, stepped 
down in October to take a position 
at the University of California, Da-
vis. Lerman said Lawlor had sug-
gested not to introduce another 
round of ideas before he left.

Since the program's launch, 
the University has held an event 
each semester to present the new-

est phase of ideas, and Lerman said 
that Lawlor’s departure made it an 
“even better decision” not to hold a 
round this fall.

With each new phase, it had be-
come more challenging for officials 
to introduce more sweeping plans. 
The first round created the most 
cost savings in the program’s his-
tory, and each subsequent round has 

saved less money for the University.
GW has introduced contests for 

students, faculty and staff to earn 
scholarships and other prizes for 
pitching the best cost-saving ideas. 
Last spring, two students earned 
$50,000 scholarships for their ideas, 
which were included in the most re-
cent phase.

Some ITF initiatives, like launch-

ing new programs for student veter-
ans, have taken a few years to get off 
the ground, while others, like giving 
up apartments at Columbia Plaza, 
were realized within a semester.

Meghan Chapple, the direc-
tor of the Office of Sustainability, 
was named the ITF’s new co-chair 
in October. Before leading the task 
force, she had championed one of 

its ideas: launching a certificate pro-
gram for students looking to work 
in the sustainability field.

University President Steven 
Knapp launched the project to al-
low GW to hire new faculty and of-
fer financial aid from a new source 
of funding, rather than dipping into 
the endowment annually.

But the University scaled back 
its expectations for the ITF last year. 
Officials had overestimated how 
much money would be pulled in 
through the initiative, and they de-
cided not to count $25 million as 
new funds for GW.

Members of the Faculty Senate 
were last briefed on the task force’s 
progress in spring 2013, and many 
members said they hadn’t recently 
received any updates.

“My understanding is they 
have been successful, but I’m not 
really sure what specific ideas have 
been successful or what ideas are in 
the pipeline,” said Charles Garris, 
the chair of the senate’s executive 
committee.

—Colleen Murphy contributed 
reporting.

GW may be asking for 
contributions to its $1 billion 
fundraising campaign, but 
there’s one department look-
ing for donors to give the ulti-
mate gift: their bodies.

The University’s body do-
nor program helps first-year 
medical students learn anat-
omy beyond what a textbook 
can teach, becoming part of a 
student’s “rite of passage” at 
the school. And though GW 
is an outlier among medical 
schools nationwide, many of 
which do not have students 
work with donated cadavers, 
the number of body donors 
has increased 80 percent over 
the past two years.

About 800 more people 
have signed up to give their 
bodies to the University over 
the past two years, which 
makes the total number of do-
nors on the list top 1,800.

Anne Banner, the direc-
tor of communications at 
the School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences, said there is 
no active recruitment for body 
donors.

The Body Donor Pro-
gram, which resides in the 
department of anatomy 
and regenerative biology at 
SMHS, helps GW stand out 
from other medical schools: 
It is one of 130 schools in the 
country with a body donation 
program, but does not accept 
bodies from other sources, 
such as morgues.

“People hear about it from 
others, or they may be ac-
tively looking to donate their 
bodies,” said Janette Krum, 
an associate professor who 
teaches anatomy at the medi-

cal school. “They find us on 
the web or call the anatomy 
department office to inquire 
about the program or to make 
arrangements to donate.”

If donors’ bodies do not 
reach the school’s standards, 
they are declined. Bodies are 
only accepted if the person 
has died within a 50-mile ra-
dius of the program. Other 
factors, including diagnoses 
of communicable diseases 
like HIV or AIDS, any recent 
surgery or obesity, can lead to 
bodies not being included.

While many people do-
nate their organs, less than 1 
percent of the general popu-
lation donate their bodies to 
science.

Other medical schools 
will sometimes use unclaimed 
or unidentified bodies from 
local morgues, but D.C. has 
no official system to allow 
those bodies to be used for 
medical studies, Krum said.

Professors and medical 
students say the program 
helps them better prepare to 
work in a hospital setting. 
Even though GW offers its 
students opportunities to 
learn with virtual tools or 
dummies, like in its simula-
tion center that expanded 
earlier this year, there is still 
a heavy emphasis on practic-
ing with cadavers to gain a 
realistic understanding of the 
human body.

“The idea of studying a 
cadaver is as old as studying 
medicine,” said fourth-year 
medical student Jamie Adler. 

Anne Hirshfield, a pro-
fessor of anatomy, also said 
dissection of actual human 
bodies is a crucial part of the 
learning experience for medi-
cal students.

“Physicians have to learn 
how to have a relationship that 
other people don’t have. They 
need to touch and be intimate 
with bodies,” Hirshfield said. 
“It’s a process of transform-
ing them into physicians who 
can have professional relation-
ships with the body.”

Body donor programs can 
be found at other universities 
across the country as well, in-
cluding Vanderbilt and Stan-
ford universities.

“With computers we 
can’t get the hands on the tis-
sues and get fingers on the 
muscles. We can’t see into 
the chest cavities,” said Chris 
Dolph, the coordinator for 
Stanford’s Willed Body Pro-
gram. “It’s better to get your 
hands on. Everything isn’t the 
same as it is in the textbook.”

GW cremates the bodies 
once studies are completed, 
typically 24 to 36 months from 
the time of death, and returns 
the ashes to the donor’s fam-
ily. In the spring, a special 
memorial service is held for 
the families of body donors to 
show gratitude and celebrate 
the lives of the donors.

Kurt Johnson, a professor 
in the anatomy department 
since 1977, said he plans to 
donate his own body to sci-
ence, but not to GW.

“Economically, it makes 
sense. You can spends thou-
sands and thousands of dol-
lars getting buried, and this is 
a cost-free way to account for 
your remains. In my view, it’s 
sort of a waste of resources to 
bury you in a box somewhere 
or in a graveyard,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t donate my body to 
GW because some of my col-
leagues would see me laying 
out there on the slab.”

William Gwathmey’s friends de-
scribed him as a competitive athlete 
who beat them almost every time 
in basketball games. But his friends 
also said he was a “true sportsman” 
who never rubbed in his wins and 
always finished games with a high 
five.

To remember the junior, who 
died earlier this semester, Gwath-
mey’s family and four members 
of his fraternity, Alpha Epsilon Pi, 
started a foundation to teach basket-
ball skills to low-income students in 
D.C. More than 160 people have al-
ready signed up to play in a charity 
basketball tournament organized by 
the foundation this weekend.

In two weeks, the William Gaines 
Gwathmey Foundation's GoFund-
Me campaign has raised more than 
$1,600 toward a $6,000 goal, which 
will be used to buy basketball equip-
ment for elementary and middle 
schools.

“If Willie knew we were doing 
this, he would smile and say it’s only 
right that we’re doing it through bas-
ketball,” junior Louis Ruggiero said. 
“It’s time we remember him with a 
smile, not a frown.”

Volunteers will aim to teach chil-
dren basic skills as well as the im-
portance of sportsmanship, friend-
ship, family and schoolwork during 
biweekly visits.

“Those were the things that were 
most important to Will,” said Rug-
giero, who met Gwathmey during 
freshmen orientation. “We wanted to 
do it for Will, we wanted to it for us 
and we wanted to do it for the kids.”

In September, Gwathmey was 

pronounced dead at GW Hospital 
after he was found unconscious in 
an off-campus apartment. The D.C. 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
has not yet released a cause of death.

Founders have also reached out 
to Gwathmey’s high school, Colle-
giate School in New York City, for 
support. Gwathmey was very in-
volved with his high school's bas-
ketball team and spent time dur-
ing breaks from college helping the 
coaches and younger players, Rug-
giero said.

The foundation will also look to 
connect with local nonprofits like the 
United Way of the National Capital 
Area or the Boys and Girls Club of 
Greater Washington. In the future, 
children in the program could come 
to events on campus to show donors 
how their money has helped, junior 
Cory Silverstein said.

“I wanted to remember him for 
all of the positive aspects of his life 
that he imparted on us every day,” 
Silverstein said. "I felt like this was a 
way for us to get closer to him.”

''
I wanted to remember 
him for all of the posi-
tive aspects of his life 
that he imparted on us 
every day. I felt like this 
was a way for us to get 

closer to him.

CORY SILVERSTEIN
Junior

GRAPHIC BY ANNA MCGARRIGLE | 
SENIOR DESIGNER



About 18 months ago, my older 
brother graduated from Ohio State Uni-
versity. He still lives in Columbus today in 
a small rowhouse with his girlfriend and 
their cat, Dorian Gray.

Tony is a night manager at a local 
movie theater, making just $11.50 an hour 
and, because they’re understaffed, work-
ing upwards of 40 to 50 hours a week.

And yet, at home over Thanksgiving 
break, he was asking my dad all about 
how to invest in the stock market and 
start saving for retirement.

Turns out, my brother, the English 
major we were all so worried about when 
he neglected to go to graduate school, and 
who will turn 23 in April without ever 
having held a salaried job, has an abun-
dance of disposable income.

Hearing about his life over break got 
me thinking: It often feels like GW’s cul-
ture dictates that neglecting to secure a 
hotshot, full-time, salaried entry-level job 
straight out of college in a flashy place like 
D.C. or Manhattan is a failure.

After all, that’s why we fill our sum-
mers with (often unpaid) internships – to 
make us the best, shiniest, sparkliest can-
didate come application season. I’ve just 
begun my job hunt for summer 2015 and 
am feeling this pressure already.

But in just the short period of time 

following his graduation, my brother 
has been able to find not just the ability 
to make ends meet, but happiness, living 
what’s essentially a working-class life.

As we close out 2014 and seniors be-
gin to think about post-graduation op-
tions, we shouldn’t forget that success 
can be defined in ways other than finding 
work at a place with name recognition. In 
fact, we should strongly consider thinking 
outside the box – about jobs that will pay 
us well enough to just get by.

Now, of course, the linchpin of all this 
is a subject with which D.C. residents are 
all too familiar: rent prices. For a one-bed-
room with an updated kitchen one block 
away from Columbus’ hippest area, Tony 
and his girlfriend pay in total, between 
them, $700 a month in rent. The average 
D.C. resident spends more than double 
that – close to $1,500 – each month on 
housing, and places on Foggy Bottom can 
be even worse.

Obviously, there’s a huge differ-
ence between our two cities, and that’s 
the main reason why Tony is able to live 
the way he is. But GW students should 
think about expanding the scope of their 
job hunts outside of D.C., and outside of 
some of the country’s other most expen-
sive cities.

Winding up somewhere lesser-
known doesn’t represent a failure on your 
part, and it doesn’t mean you’re lazy for 
not reaching for the highest tree branch 
right away.

These may not be the kind of long-
term plans GW students are used to hear-
ing, but they’re working for people like 
my brother and they could work for us, 
too. We shouldn’t buckle to the pressure 
to succeed so early on that we forget to 
live our lives as young adults.

—Robin Jones Kerr, a senior majoring in 
journalism, is The Hatchet’s opinions editor.
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 Staff Editorial

This is the second in a two-part staff editorial review-
ing GW’s fall semester and evaluating the state of campus 
morale. In this installment, the editorial board looks at 
student life.

Progress amid tragedy
Students can often draw excitement from GW’s 

location, our sports teams or our professors’ impres-
sive research and enthusiasm for teaching. And over 
the past calendar year, we’ve certainly needed some-
thing from which to draw positivity, in the wake of 
what seems like one campus tragedy after another. In 
the fall semester alone, four GW students have died. 
When you look back to include all of 2014, that number 
grows to eight, including three suicides in West Hall 
last spring.

It’s not just about the high frequency – any num-
ber of incidents would be concerning. Rather, it’s what 
we’ve gone through again and again over the past year: 
learning we’ve lost a student and being unable to help 
but react with the thought, “Another one?” That mo-
ment is what we mean when we talk about blows to 
campus morale – the feeling of dismay we’ve grown 
too used to experiencing.

But ironically, and strangely, the fact that we’re 
all feeling this way at the same time has morphed us 
into an unconventional kind of campus community. 
Through tragedy, we’ve discovered ways to reach 
out to one another, whether in person or online, when 
we’re experiencing similar feelings of loss or helpless-
ness. We’ve learned how to come together and lift the 
community’s spirits, if only in small ways.

Of course, it’s unfortunate that this sense of unity 
has grown out of loss. But in times of grief, we’ll take 
any silver lining we can find.

And what’s more, when we rally together, we 
see encouraging, tangible progress in campus mental 
health as a whole. The Student Association has plans 
for a peer-counseling hotline that we’re excited to see 
take shape, GW has prioritized privacy and patient 
comfort in designing the new centralized student 
health centers and Program Board and the Residence 
Hall Association kept the issue at the forefront of our 
minds by organizing an entire month’s worth of men-
tal health awareness events.

It’s important to keep in mind that, although it 
sometimes may feel like the tide has turned against us 
permanently, a wave of progress continues to sweep 
campus. When we come together, we accomplish big 
things.

turning around Greek life headlines
How do you solve a problem like Greek life? Ban it.
At least, that’s what several schools have resorted 

to in recent months, including Amherst, Middlebury 
and Colby colleges. And that’s the opinion taken by the 
editorial boards of some college newspapers, too.

“As a system, it amplifies students’ worst behavior. 
It facilitates binge drinking and sexual assault. It per-
petuates unequal, gendered power dynamics and in-
stitutionalizes arbitrary exclusivity,” The Dartmouth’s 
editorial board wrote in October.

But for a variety of reasons, this editorial board has 
decided not to go that route. Not only are Greeks some 
of GW’s loudest and proudest, but the University has 
the opportunity to form a model Greek system – and it 
shouldn’t pass that up.

GW Greek life has had its fair share of controversy. 
This past semester alone, we’ve seen one chapter sus-
pended, another investigated for misconduct and one 
still recruiting new members despite losing recognition 
from the University. But our Greek organizations are 
by no means wildly out of control like those of some 
other schools that have recently come under national 
scrutiny.

And besides, Greek life at GW affords a strong 
sense of pride to more than 30 percent of our students. 
On a campus where school spirit is often hard to come 
by, we’d hate to take that away from our peers. 

But that doesn’t mean we should stop pushing 
Greek chapters to be better, and there are several op-
tions the University can consider. Taking advantage of 
teachable moments – like high-profile hazing incidents 
or allegations of sexual assault, for example – can send 
an important message to all Greeks.

But the University also has a trump card that some 
other schools don’t: It controls and funds on-campus 
Greek housing. This gives GW power that it rarely 
utilizes. After other options have been exhausted, the 
University can take away a chapter’s housing, which 
curtails its presence on campus. 

Plus, as we’ve seen the University do in the past, 
it can stop recognizing a chapter altogether – another 
muscle it can flex, or at least threaten to use, more often 
than it previously has.

GW should throw around its weight more when 
it comes to housing and recognition, if only to warn 
Greek chapters that it’s serious about reform. So far, 
punishments from the University – like social proba-
tion, which prevents chapters from holding events 
with alcohol – haven’t done much. 

Negative stories about Greek life are a hit to mo-
rale for all of us, including non-Greeks. GW is already 
a unique school: It’s about time we make our Greek life 
system the exception to its peers around the country. It 
can and should be the gold standard, but it’s up to the 
University to facilitate that happening.

recovering from blows 
to student morale

Semester in Review:

buckling down between 
the holidays
by juliana kogan

L ike most other students, I start-
ed at GW as a nervous fresh-
man, hungry to make friends 
and build the kind of social cir-

cle that had been so dear to me in high 
school. But I was unsure where to start.

While the thought of joining Greek life 
had crossed my mind during the months 
leading up to move-in day, I figured the 
hype in the media and all I’d heard about 
from older friends – wild keggers, toga par-
ties, random hookups – couldn’t be true.

Now, I’d never want to put down 
social Greek life. Two of my freshman 
roommates went that route and seemed 
to form strong bonds with their fraternity 
brothers.

Yet there’s a tragedy to our pop 
culture-fueled perceptions of college. 
Students aren’t afforded the chance to 
appreciate the vast amount of social op-
portunities that can be found outside of 
social Greek life – particularly those in al-
ternative Greek organizations.

For anyone thinking about rushing in 
the spring, remember that your options 
do not stop at the traditional fraternities 
and sororities: The wealth of alternative 
Greek groups at this school should not be 
discounted. I found my place in Delta Phi 
Epsilon, a professional fraternity focused 
on international affairs.

As most of you know, the first night 
of college is when Greek houses get one 
of their moments to shine. Before classes 
start, before floor intermingling truly be-

gins, before you’re able to get to know 
your roommates – the freshman throng 
materializes.

I’ll admit I was impressed: The upper-
classmen standing in the doors and hand-
ing out beers struck me as undeniably 
cool. I began to get the impression that to 
penetrate this circle was to enter the social 
core of GW. It seemed so simple – spend a 
week eating free food, shake a few hands 
and you’re in.

Of course, I realized that it takes much 
more than filling a plate with BBQ or Chi-
potle to join any one of GW’s fraternities 
or sororities. Yet even more flawed was 
my belief that without an allegiance to a 
social fraternity, I would be adrift, alone 
at this school. It certainly wasn’t a fault of 
Greek life itself – that their showing on the 
first night was quite impressive.

However, all it took was my room-
mate haphazardly throwing a flyer for the 
“Delta Phi Epsilon Wings Night” on my 
desk for me to begin to see how wrong I 
was. As an international relations major, 
the idea of a “professional foreign service 
fraternity” intrigued me, although I felt 
that no professional or alternative Greek 
organization could match the social might 
of the social fraternities.

In a way, I was right. I ended up 
showing up to wings night, an alumni 

panel and a joint-hosted event on the Syr-
ian war. And sure, not one of these events 
took place in a townhouse, but something 
kept drawing me back.

That something was conversation. 
There are few things that can match a dis-
cussion in which both parties are passion-
ate about the issue on the table.

Obviously, folks in social Greek orga-
nizations have meaningful conversations 
of their own. But it was during my inter-
actions at DPE events that I first truly felt 
a connection to GW: Here were students 
who had grown up in such different en-
vironments – in different countries, even 
– yet they shared my same interests, were 
driven by the same passions. Disagree-
ment was inevitable, but even then, the 
arguments were carried out logically, 
calmly, distinct from the fiery dialogue 
that is all too common in political con-
frontations.

Now, the interests of students at GW 
are so incredibly diverse that no one group 
could possibly lay claim to every one. But 
think about what you want to gain from 
any organization you join. For DPE and 
other alternative Greek groups, social-
izing is not the be-all and end-all of their 
existence. The majority are dedicated to 
causes and passions and their secondary 
purpose lies in bringing people together.

Once people are tied by common 
interests, it becomes that much easier to 
build friendships that endure outside of 
meetings and events. These deep, long-
lasting relationships become the ones that 
I, and so many others, were actually look-
ing for on that first night of school.

—Claude Khalife, a sophomore 
majoring in international affairs, is a 

Hatchet opinions writer.

Don’t discount alternative Greek life

Claude Khalife
Writer

For anyone thinking about 
rushing in the spring, 

remember that your options 
do not stop at the traditional 
fraternities and sororities.

Post-grad success doesn’t have to be flashy

Robin 
Jones Kerr
Opinions Editor

We shouldn’t forget that 
success can be defined 

in ways other than finding 
work at a place with name 

recognition.
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Deans looking to increase their 
international partnerships will be 
asked to collaborate more on where 
their schools plan to grow ties – 
with a focus on boosting GW’s 
strongest existing connections.

The decision marks the first 
time deans are coming together to 
plot an overarching, University-
wide strategy for international 
growth. The dean’s council pri-
oritized the issue this fall during its 
regular meetings.

School leaders need to com-
pare their strongest programs 
and discuss each of their own 
priorities to plan how schools can 
increase recruiting, create new 
programs or launch new partner-
ships around the world, Provost 
Steven Lerman said.

“Different schools have differ-
ent opportunities internationally 
and different priorities, and in some 
cases they have different strengths 
in different regions,” he said. “And 
so each school will have to work 
under the umbrella of the strategic 
plan strategy on international to 
figure out what works best.”

As officials look to strengthen 
partnerships, Lerman said there 
is some need to narrow down 
the number of them and see how 
schools can partner with the same 
institutions. GW has dozens of 
partnerships across its schools, and 
has partnered with hundreds of 
institutions for study abroad pro-
grams.

“I’d like to see more of that: 
identifying of very high-quality 
partners and where it makes sense 
to have multiple schools try to 
build partnerships with those part-
ner institutions, rather than have 
every school create its own partner-
ship where there’s not necessarily 

any overlap,” he said.
That will help GW meet one of 

its financing goals for the strategic 
plan, which was approved in 2013. 
The decade-long blueprint outlines 
cutting study payments to provid-
ers and reducing other administra-
tive costs as a way to save $900,000 
a year.

GW has created strong pro-
grams in countries like China, 
where the School of Business has 
several joint degree programs. GW 
also has established relationships 
across Europe, where many stu-
dents study abroad.

But Lerman said he hopes the 
University can expand on partner-
ships like the GW Law School’s in 
India and the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science’s in South 
Korea.

Jean Johnson, dean of the School 
of Nursing, said schools like nurs-
ing, medicine and public health 
should look to launch strategic 
partnerships internationally that 
support global health. At this time, 

those schools have independent 
partnerships in places like Haiti, Af-
rican nations and South Korea.

Across GW, there are bound 
to be many types of relationships, 
she said, adding that the University 
should also look to partner with 
countries to help bring more stu-
dents to Foggy Bottom.

“We want to be able to contin-
ue that work and research, partner 
with academic institutions in de-
veloping countries, but also work 
with countries where students can 
afford to come to the U.S., or the 
government helps the students 
come to the U.S.,” she said.

More universities are looking 
to create comprehensive strate-
gies for programming abroad, said 
Noah Sobe, an associate professor 
at the Loyola University of Chicago 
School of Education, who special-
izes in the internationalization of 
higher education. He added that 
it can be easier for an institution to 
create a new program from an ex-
isting one.

“One of the things that you 
see a lot of universities doing is le-
veraging their overseas program, 
whether its an office or an initial 
relationship with an institution, 
using that and expanding from 
there,” he said.

In some schools, like the 
Milken Institute School of Public 
Health, many faculty members 
have colleagues who they work 
with around the world. Dean Lynn 
Goldman said creating more for-
mal partnerships with foreign in-
stitutions was one area the school 
could look to strengthen.

“It’s fair to say that a lot of it has 
been based on one-on-one relation-
ships,” she said.

James Tielsch, the chair of the 
global health department, said 
most of a school’s international 
partnerships begin with those rela-
tionships.

“A lot of it starts with a person-
al connection or collaboration,” he 
said. “They develop a relationship. 
They will collaborate on research, 
educational programs and things 
like that. Sometimes it can grow 
into something bigger.”

For the past few years, admin-
istrators focused their international 
programming on China, where 
they had hoped to open a branch 
campus. After scaling back those 
aspirations last winter, administra-
tors have stressed their interest in 
expanding partnerships in coun-
tries like India and South Korea.

Administrators are also looking 
to finally launch the undergraduate 
global degree program that was 
first floated about three years ago. 
The Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences has spent several years 
planning the program.

To allow students to have more 
flexibility in where they go abroad 
as part of that program, GW will 
need to strengthen study abroad 
partnerships across the globe.
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Deans chart Gw-wide international strategy

When “The Colbert Report” 
comes to campus next week, 
some GW students will be work-
ing behind the scenes.

The School of Media and 
Public Affairs will choose sev-
eral students to work as produc-
tion assistants before and during 
the show’s taping, the school an-
nounced Wednesday. SMPA stu-
dents working on the show will 
be paid $10 per hour and work 
about 12 hours on Sunday and 
Monday.

Stephen Colbert said on 
his show Tuesday night that he 
would return to D.C. to tape an 
episode of the show at GW on 
Monday.

Students can enter a lottery 
to win free tickets until Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. Only students can 
enter the lottery, and they can 
only enter once. Those attend-
ing must be in line with their 
GWorld cards by 1 p.m. on Mon-
day, and the taping will end at 
about 5 p.m.

“Washington has been the 
Report’s second home, and I 
will be returning on Monday to 
show it the same affection the 
British did in 1812,” Colbert said 
on his show Tuesday.

Monday’s show is called 
“Stephen Colbert Presents: Mr. 
Colbert Goes to Washington 
D.C. Ya Later, Legislator: Parti-
san is Such Sweet Sorrow: A Col-
bert Victory Lap, ‘014.”

Colbert last spoke on cam-
pus in 2007 with NBC’s Tim 
Russert.

IN BrIef
students to work on 
‘The Colbert report’ 
when show comes to 
campus

–Mary ellen McIntire

Mary elleN MCINTIre
NEWS EDITOR

JUDY LIM | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
A classroom at Korea University, located in Seoul, South Korea. GW 
administrators hope to expand partnerships in countries like South Korea. 

City Hall: Expect no Internet for another 36 hours

Want to study for finals 
from the comfort of your 
bed? If your bed’s in City 

Hall, that’s not an option.
The Division of Infor-

mation Technology tweeted 
Wednesday morning that it 
would be at least another 36 
hours before wireless Inter-
net would be restored in the 

building. It  has been down 
since Tuesday.

The office tweeted 
Tuesday that Internet ser-
vices had been “degraded” 
because of “faulty hard-
ware,” and that the Inter-

net would be restored at 
the earliest Wednesday 
morning.

Peter Konwerski, vice 
provost and dean of stu-
dent affairs, tweeted an 
apology to City Hall resi-

dents Tuesday night.
The power in the build-

ing was turned off for eight 
hours starting Monday 
night for a required test of 
the main switch gear, ac-
cording to a notice sent to 

residents by Paris Rossiter, 
the property manager for 
the residence hall.

GW launched a new 
wireless network, “GWire-
less,” at the beginning of 
the semester.

IN BrIef
University confirms fall break 
committee to meet this spring

–allison Kowalski

eVa PalMer &
JaCQUelINe THOMseN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITORS

A fall break is definite-
ly on the table, but may not 
happen until fall 2016 at 
the earliest, the University 
confirmed Wednesday.

University spokesman 
Kurtis Hiatt said a com-
mittee, including students, 
will meet in the spring “to 
discuss the 2016-17 to 2021-
22 academic calendars.”

The news comes after 
the Student Association 
Senate passed a bill in sup-
port of a fall break Monday 
night, claiming it could po-
tentially be implemented 
by as early as next fall. Sen. 
Thomas Falcigno, CCAS-
U, and freshman Sen. Alys-

sa Weakley, who both in-
troduced the bill, said they 
believe a break would help 
alleviate stress for students 
and improve mental health 
across campus.

By not offering a fall 
break, the University is 
an outlier among its peer 
schools: The senators 
found that 13 out of 15 
competitor schools offer 
an average of two days off 
close to Columbus Day for 
students and faculty. The 
GW Law School offers a 
two-day fall break for its 
first-year students.

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
Sen. Thomas Falcigno, CCAS-U, and freshman Sen. 
Alyssa Weakley at Monday’s SA meeting.
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D.C. police enlist campus  to help fi nd rape case suspects

$20M budget shortfall forces strategic plan cuts

Lee, a dedicated law student, 
found dead in apartment 

From Page 1

From Page 1

From Page 1

HATCHET FILE PHOTO 
Provost Steven Lerman said 
that millions of dollars set 
aside for funding parts of the 
strategic plan this year will 
have to be cut this year. That’s 
because the University needs 
to make up for last year’s $20 
million budget shortfall.

ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Last year, there were no sexual abuses reported to the Metropolitan Police Department on 
New Hampshire Avenue between 24th and I streets, but so far this year, there have been 
three reported, according to D.C. crime data.

COURTESY OF LEE LOWDER
Mark Lee, a fourth-year part-time law student, died last weekend. 
He had worked at a global medical device � rm, K2M, in Virginia.

community is the most im-
portant information we get in 
closing our cases,” he said.

Rory Muhammad, the 
new anti-sexual prevention 
leader, did not return request 
for comment about how the 
University is responding to 
the reported crime.

University spokes-
woman Maralee Csellar said 
she could not comment on 
whether the student is using 
GW resources due to privacy 
concerns, but said that the 
University has reached out 
to her.

“We offered support and 
services as we do with any-
body that we learn about or 
approaches us in that aspect, 
but to what level she is uti-
lizing our resources, that’s 
private information,” Csellar 
said. “We offered all the sup-
port and services that the Uni-
versity does when we learn of 

these types of things.”
The incident involving 

strangers is at least the second 
to be reported in the I Street 
area this semester. In October, 
a man allegedly attempted 
to sexually abuse two female 
students outside the Foggy 
Bottom Metro station.

Kim Lonsway, the re-
search director of End Vio-
lence Against Women Interna-
tional, said universities across 
the country should increase 
outreach programs and give 
students multiple ways to re-
port sexual assaults.

Lonsway added that of-
tentimes, after sexual assaults 
are reported on campus and 
the university is alerted to the 
incident, the community can 
be in shock, especially when 
the assault involves multiple 
suspects.

“As a society. we don’t 
want to believe that sexual 
assault happens as much as it 
does in general, but I think as-

pects like that are more unbe-
lievable for people,” she said.

Campus security expert 
S. Daniel Carter said when 
a person is sexually assault-
ed by a stranger, he or she 
is more likely to report the 
crime to the police. When as-
saults occur at a social event, 
like a party, “there are a lot of 
social barriers and stigmas at-
tached to reporting,” he said.

Multiple-suspect sexual 
assaults are more common on 
college campuses, but they 
usually occur when the survi-
vor has some familiarity with 
the suspects, said Bridgette 
Harwood, co-executive di-
rector of legal services for the 
Network for Victim Recovery 
of D.C.

“You’re describing a 
random stranger attack 
by three people,” she said. 
“This is an awful, awful 
thing, but it’s so uncommon 
in the world of what sexual 
violence looks like.”

committee, said because 
of the $20 million short-
fall, and because of un-
expected costs that may 
come up year-to-year, the 
cut from strategic plan 
spending was not “totally 
unexpected.”

“I’m sure in doing the 
strategic plan, they real-
ized some years we may 
get extra funding and in 
other years we may have 
to cut,” Garris said.

The strategic plan, 
which will cost GW near-
ly $243 million, was ap-
proved by the Board of 
Trustees in May 2013. 
Goals in the plan include 
changing the way under-
graduates apply to the 
University, hiring more 
research-minded faculty 
and launching interdisci-
plinary research centers 
worth $30 million.

GW will pay for most 
of those costs through 

fundraising, but will also 
need to budget for some 
of them. The plan does 
not specify which areas 
will be covered through 
fundraising, though do-
nors often prefer to give 
to scholarships or en-
dowed professorships.

About $5.2 million is 
also expected to come in 
annually through new 
revenue and savings gen-
erated by the Innovation 
Task Force.

But Noel Radomski, 
the director for the Wis-
consin Center for the 
Advancement in Postsec-
ondary Education, said 
the cuts to strategic plan 
funding could point to 
misplaced budget priori-
ties.

“It calls into question 
the validity of the plan 
itself and it calls to ques-
tion what are, in fact, 
the priorities of campus 
leadership. This suggests 
there are other priorities,” 

Radomski said.
Radomski said GW 

should “protect” its stra-
tegic plan by making cuts 
in other areas or eliminat-

ing some positions or pro-
grams. The strategic plan 
could encourage donors 
to give to the University, 
bringing in money that 

could then fund addition-
al programs, he said.

“It sends mixed mes-
sages, especially to pro-
spective donors. They 

need to get funding to ad-
vance their strategic plan 
– that’s sending a bad 
message,” Radomski said.

departments, said Lee 
Lowder, the director of 
global compliance at K2M, 
Inc.

After starting at the 
company, Lee quickly 
earned an award as a top 
employee, Lowder said.

“He enjoyed the intel-
lectual stimulation of law 
school. That was one of the 
main attractions for him,” 
Lowder said. “He was 
proud he was able to get 
into a top program, such as 
GW.”

Lee was always friend-
ly to the other members of 
his law class, said Casey 
Miller, a student in his sec-
tion of classes. He would 
regularly ask about her 
dog and joke with her.

“He made people feel 
at ease. He was very easy 
to talk to, very unassuming 
and very approachable,” 
she said.

Dean Blake D. Morant 
announced the death to 
the law school community 
in an email Tuesday, and 
the school hosted a gath-
ering to remember Lee on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Lee’s death is the sec-
ond tragedy to strike the 
law school in the past 

semester, after second-
year law student Gregory 
Levine was found dead in 
his Jefferson House apart-
ment last month.

“We recognize that this 
is an extremely diffi cult 
time for our students, and 
we will continue to provide 
support for one another,” 
Morant wrote in his mes-
sage. “Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to Mark’s 
family, his loved ones, and 
friends.”

He is survived by his 
mother and stepfather, 

Susan and Tom West, of 
Newport News, Va.; father 
and stepmother, Tom and 
Mary Lee, of Leesburg, Va.; 
stepsisters Sherri Spellar 
and Cathy Snowden; and 
predeceased by his half-
brother, Joshua Ryan Lee.

Calling hours will be 
held Friday from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at the Peninsula Funeral 
Home in Newport News. A 
funeral service will be held 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at the 
Grace Methodist Church 
in Newport News, with a 
burial to follow.



GW’s student-run art 
space, Gallery 102, isn’t 
just for art anymore – start-
ing this week, it will be-
come a refuge and resource 
for students in the middle 
of fi nals season.

The newest exhibition, 
“Sensorium: The Art of 
Perception,” which opens 
Thursday, will transform 
the gallery’s normally still 
atmosphere into an inter-
active, multi-sensory space 
for meditation, yoga and 
relaxation.

The project’s curator, 
Roxanne Goldberg, an art 
history major and senior 
at GW, said engaging one’s 
body with the artwork 
in the space is integral to 
the exhibition and its ac-
companying symposium, 
which will bring a range of 
scholars, health profession-
als, artists and instructors 
to the gallery for a broad 
discussion about wellness.

“A big motivating 
factor to me was saying, 
‘How can we create a space 
where people can just kind 
of zone out, not have judg-
ments and also have ac-
cess to resources?’ Which 
is what the symposium 
does,” Goldberg said.

The exhibition itself 
will feature interactive 
pieces like a gamma wave 
installation – a sound 
machine that emits the 
highest-frequency waves 
produced by the brain. 
Goldberg said gamma 
waves increase concen-
tration, problem-solving 
skills and memory reten-
tion, helping the gallery 

become a go-to spot to “re-
charge the brain before or 
in between fi nals.”

A major component of 
the exhibition is a cush-
ioned reading space where 
visitors can lounge, fl ip 
through books about Bud-
dhism and Eastern philos-
ophy and allow themselves 
to be enveloped in the radi-
ating gamma waves.

From Thursday to Fri-
day, Gallery 102 will be 
home to presentations, 
lectures and interactive 

workshops, which will aim 
to give students the experi-
ence and resources to bet-
ter handle stress while ex-
posing them to therapeutic 
ideals rooted in Eastern 
cultures and philosophies.

Caitlin Cartwright, an 
artist and global health 
worker based in D.C., is 
one of the speakers Gold-
berg enlisted for the sym-
posium.

Through her work, 
which has taken her to 
countries like Madagascar 

and Namibia, Cartwright 
said she has seen the ef-
fects that art can have on the 
wellness of both individuals 
and entire communities. Art 
is often rooted in cultural 
traditions, she said, and ac-
cessing those customs can 
help community members 
connect and grow.

“It has all these really 
great secondary effects – it 
can help become an income 
maker for people, it helps 
people tell their own sto-
ries in a community where 

maybe there’s been a cir-
cumstance like a confl ict or 
some sort of gender-based 
violence,” Cartwright said. 
“It’s a powerful thing to be 
able to create something 
just from yourself.”

Yoga instructor Gopi 
Kinnicutt, who will host 
breathing and spiritual 
workshops on Friday as 
part of the symposium, 
said the body’s connec-
tion to art and creativity is 
equally as important as its 
connection to the soul.

“The whole self means 
kind of nourishing the 
physical, the mental and 
the emotional as well as 
the spiritual side of one’s 
personal being,” Kinnicutt 
said. “When you access 
your spiritual essence, 
your natural creativity 
comes through.”

According to Kinn-
icutt’s teachings, interac-
tive “art” comes in the 
form of the physical move-
ments and graceful hand 
gestures associated with 
yoga. But for others, like 
the artists Goldberg chose 
for the exhibition, this idea 
is grounded in how the 
body interacts with the art-
work and the gallery itself.

Ceramic pieces, crafted 
by master of fi ne arts can-
didate Ryan McDonnell, 
will be placed on different 
sized pedestals and fi lled 
with aromatherapy oils. 
Goldberg said the pedes-
tals will force visitors to 
move their bodies close to 
the pots to smell the oils 
and experience the full ef-
fect of the display.

And in conjunction 
with the exhibition, Gold-
berg hopes the symposium 
will further student inter-
action with the space and 
give them a new outlet and 
new tools to cope with anx-
iety and stress.

“A lot of speakers are 
leaving materials, so it is a 
place where students can 
come and seek resources 
that, you know, maybe 
someone isn’t comfortable 
going to the counseling 
center or whatever, and we 
want to open up an oppor-
tunity for that,” Goldberg 
said.

SCENE
THIS WEEK

THE

THIS WEEK IN GW 
HISTORY

Dec. 4, 2003: University administrators drop efforts to implement a mandatory summer 
session for students, which was proposed by President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.

The 43rd annual Monument Light-
ing will include an array of food 
and crafts vendors, topped off by 
the lighting of the nearby monu-
ments and a � reworks display.

HOLIDAY MONUMENT LIGHTING
Mount Vernon West Park
Dec. 4, Free

Hop on the Smithsonian Holiday 
Shuttle to one of the Smithsonian mu-
seums, which will host attractions like 
live music, seasonal � lms and book 
signings Saturday through Sunday.

SMITHSONIAN HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
Smithsonian Museums
Dec. 6 to 7, Free

Kick off the weekend 
with mesmerizing deep 
house beats by this 
Swedish DJ duo.

PLEASUREKRAFT
U Street Music Hall
Dec. 4, $15Culture
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GARRETT MILLS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Gallery 102’s new exhibit, “Sensorium: The Art of Perception,” will act as a space where students can relax during � nals with Eastern-inspired 
therapeutic techniques. 

JAKE AMORELLI | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Students exploring U Street can stop by Oohh’s & Aahh’s to refuel on its famous macaroni and cheese, 
cornbread and other Southern specialities.

Campus gallery: a respite from stress during � nals

Metro Monopoly: Wind down 
or eat up on U Street 

The U Street Corridor 
was buzzing with locals, 
holiday shoppers and a few 
tourists as I stepped out of 
the Metro station and into 
the eclectic neighborhood. 
The 25-minute ride involved 
a transfer at L’Enfant Plaza to 
the Green Line, but my satis-
fying afternoon excursion 
was worth the diversion from 
my usual trips on the Blue or 
Orange lines.

Oohh’s & Aahh’s 
1005 U St. NW

I turned right from the 
station and walked for a few 
minutes before I spotted the 
perfect place to fi ll up on 
fried food after a long day of 
classes.

U Street may be home to 
the famous Ben’s Chili Bowl, 
and there are Ethiopian res-
taurants on virtually every 
block, but Oohh’s & Aahh’s 
no-frills storefront caught 
my eye fi rst. The soul food 
joint is known for its macaro-
ni and cheese, and for good 
reason: The gooey heap of 
soft pasta doused in creamy 
cheese blew my Thanksgiv-
ing leftovers out of the water 
(sorry, Mom).

Oohh’s & Aahh’s serves 
up Southern sides with its 
lunch special: cabbage, rice 

with gravy, string beans, can-
died yams, grits and collard 
greens. The latter was a ten-
der, emerald addition to my 
otherwise fried, cheesy plate. 
My meal – six chewy BBQ-
sauced wings and a side of 
macaroni and cheese – cost 
$11. I was tempted to add a 
slice of cornbread for just $1, 
but I heard it would be worth 
saving a little room in my 
stomach for my next stop.

The Wydown Coffee Bar
1924 14th St. NW

I headed back down U 
Street and made a left on 
14th Street to check out The 
Wydown, which opened its 
permanent location in the 
summer after a stint as a pop-
up coffee shop. A perky baris-
ta greeted me with a “How’s 
it goin’?” before I ordered an 
Americano ($3) and a biscuit 
stuffed with sage, bacon and 
Parmesan ($3). I had to force 
myself to resist buying a 
brown butter chocolate chip 
cookie ($2.20).

The Wydown offers pas-
tries with fl avors like rasp-
berry rose, apricot rosemary 
and lavender blackberry, 
and has strong coffee beans 
that come from places rang-
ing from Kenya to St. Louis 
to Costa Rica. The garage 
door in front of the shop was 
opened, which allowed the 
unusually warm December 

breeze and natural light to 
make their way inside. The 
airy bar is decorated with 
framed, splattered coffee art 
on the walls and each pa-
per cup is stamped with the 
Wydown logo.

Lettie Gooch Boutique 
1517 U St. NW

I took my Americano to 
go, saved my biscuit for later 
and continued along U Street 
with the intention of doing 
some holiday shopping.

The cream-colored win-
dow panes of the small 
clothing boutique, Lettie 
Gooch, hardly stand out, but 
Lettie Gooch offers original 
clothing, handbags and col-
orful jewelry. The boutique 
sells items by dozens of in-
dependent designers, like 
San Francisco-based Weston 
Wear, which specializes in 
glitzy, ultra-feminine party 
dresses.

The selection was all over 
the place, from kimonos and 
frilly dresses to utilitarian 
bomber jackets, so no two 
items were alike. Prices var-
ied considerably, from $20 
tops to $100 jeans, but the 
sales rack was plentiful, and 
I ended up purchasing two 
soft T-shirts for $40. Lettie 
Gooch is a little pricey, but the 
next time I have the money 
for a nice dress or a killer pair 
of pants, it’ll be my fi rst stop.



Jonquel Jones has the pride of 
an island on her shoulders.

On Nov. 28 in Freeport, Baha-
mas, about 1,000 people rose to 
their feet in the St. George’s High 
School gym to welcome Jones 
back to her hometown.

Over Thanksgiving break, the 
women’s basketball team traveled 
over 958 miles to compete in the 
Junkanoo Jam, marking the fi rst 
time that Freeport-native Jones 
has displayed her talent for her 
mother and grandmother in her 
GW uniform.

Fueled by the confi dence and 
energy that usually comes with a 
home-court advantage – this time 
stemming from the support of an 
entire community – the Colonials 
won the Freeport Division title 
after knocking off N.C. State and 
Purdue, and Jones was named 
most valuable player.

“That was defi nitely a won-
derful feeling to be back home, 
seeing everyone the moment I 
stepped out of customs and was 
able to come out to the main area. 
A lot of my family and friends 
and people that have watched me 
grow up were there to greet me, 
so it was a great moment,” Jones 
said.

During the tournament, Jones 
had two goals: to expose her 
teammates and coaches to her Ba-
hamian culture, and to show off 
her collegiate skill to Freeport.

Even as she walked off the 
airplane to see gifts, fl owers and a 
hoard of loved ones, Jones’ focus 
remained on her teammates and 
coaches. She said she wanted to 

show that the Bahamas is full of 
“people that love to welcome our 
visitors.”

“She wanted it not to be about 
her because that’s her personal-
ity,” head coach Jonathan Tsipis 
said. “I think even when we were 
going through customs, they had 
all her people there and all the 
fl owers, the TV stations, but she 
wanted to wait for every one of 
her teammates to clear customs, 
so they could all go out together. 
That’s her unselfi sh nature, how 
she is both on and off the fl oor.”

U.S.-imported sports like soc-
cer and basketball are the most 
popular spectator sports in the Ba-
hamian Commonwealth, so Jones 
quickly rose to fame as a child 
when she excelled at both. Be-
fore pursuing a collegiate career 
in basketball in the States, Jones 
played soccer and ran track for 
Bahamian youth national teams. 
One of her former soccer coaches, 
Mary Knowles, cancelled her lo-
cal league’s Saturday matches to 
cheer on her former player.

On Thanksgiving eve, 
Knowles hosted a feast complete 
with traditional Bahamian cui-
sine – like conch fritters, cracked 
conch and fried whole fi sh – in 
the garden around her house. 
Teammate Hannah Schaible de-
scribed “dancing around with 
[Jones’] mom and niece and hav-
ing a great time, interacting and 
connecting with her family,” and 
watching Jones’ great aunt churn 
out conch fritters.

With the traditional music of 
rhythmic drums and cowbells 
playing in the background, the 
night was a chance for the team to 
relax with a home-cooked meal, 

Schaible said, and learning more 
about their upperclassmen leader 
gave the Colonials even more mo-
tivation in the tournament.

“We wanted to win because 
that’s the goal of sports, but we 
also wanted to win because there 
was this whole island behind JJ 
and behind our team,” Schaible 
said. “It wasn’t just GW winning, 
it was the whole Freeport com-
munity supporting us winning.”

Jones had the opportunity to 
address her hometown crowd, 
with the prime minister in atten-
dance, at the tournament. Even 
with the prime minister and other 
prominent government offi cials 
there, Jones stole the show.

“I felt bad for the prime min-
ister because he was still second 
fi ddle to Jonquel,” Tsipis said 
with a smile.

But what Jones said she will 
treasure most was the opportu-
nity to play the game she loves 
in front of family and friends. 
Though her father was able to see 
the team play last year, her moth-
er was never able to get time off 
of work.

“It was great to have them see 
me play, especially my grandpar-
ents,” Jones said. “My grandpar-
ents haven’t seen me play since 
I was playing at home in the Ba-
hamas, so for them to be able to 
see me grow into the person I am 
now.”

For the time being, the taste of 
victory comes with hints of Jones’ 
great aunt’s conch fritters and the 
salty Freeport air.

After their success in the Ba-
hamas, the Colonials return to ac-
tion in the Smith Center on Satur-
day to host Fresno State at 2 p.m.

When the wound of a 
championship loss heals, 
volleyball will be able to 
look back on an impressive 
year: the most wins since 
2000 and the fi rst trip to the 
Atlantic 10 title game since 
2002.

The team fi nished sec-
ond in the A-10 with a 22-8 
record, closing the season 
with a 3-1 loss to league 
powerhouse Dayton in the 
championship game and 
resting on the bubble for the 
NCAA tournament with the 
No. 60 RPI in the nation.

They didn’t make it. 
When the fi eld of 64 was 
announced at the selection 
show Sunday, the Colonials’ 

season offi cially came to an 
end. But in that season, the 
team took another leap for-
ward following last year’s 
16-14 Cinderella season 
with an electric chemistry 
that permeated every spike, 
dig and kill.

“I think in seasons past, 
we’ve really had to work 
on team chemistry early on. 
This year for some reason it 
was there the whole time,” 
senior outside hitter Kelsey 
Newman said. “We’ve just 
been so dialed in and fo-
cused.”

Athletes are often emo-
tional on the court or the 
fi eld, but this team was dif-
ferent. Members of the team 
shrieked after a big kill, 
slammed white-knuckled 

fi sts on the hardwood after a 
bad error and roared in each 
others faces in the huddle.

They were unabash-
edly themselves, sometimes 
to a fault: The team strug-
gled with errors. The free-
fl inging group led the A-10 
with 13.84 kills per set and 
2.75 blocks per set, but was 
fourth in hitting percentage 
largely because of 594 er-
rors during the season. The 
Colonials tallied 45 errors in 
a 3-1 loss to Saint Louis on 
Oct. 10 as their frenetic en-
ergy had players diving for 
the same balls and running 
into each other.

As the season went on, 
a strong home-court advan-
tage emerged for the Co-
lonials. GW’s home record 
ended at 11-3, but the team’s 
record on the road was 7-3, 
with a 4-2 mark on neutral 
courts.

Marquee wins, like fi ve-
set triumphs over Dayton 
and VCU, came at home. 
Tough losses, including a 
sweep to the same VCU 
team and a fi ve setter at 
Duquesne, happened on the 
road.

Part of that strength at 
home, head coach Amanda 
Ault said, stemmed from 
the growing volleyball fan 

base in Foggy Bottom as the 
team progressed through 
the season to qualify for the 
A-10 tournament for the sec-
ond year in a row. The Colo-
nials drew 32 percent more 
fans to games, growing their 
total audience from 2,847 
in 2013 to 3,753 this year. 

University President Steven 
Knapp, who has spoken 
about how much he likes 
the sport, was spotted at a 
game earlier in the fall.

“We know we need to 
have a product that pulls 
everybody there,” Ault said. 
“Having the home-court ad-

vantage is something that I 
think has been great for us 
and I want to see build in 
the future.”

GAMES
OF THE WEEK

THE

Fresh off the team’s victory in 
the Bahamas, the Colonials 
will play the Bulldogs in their 
� rst game since Thanksgiving. 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
vs. Fresno State
Saturday • 7 p.m. 
Smith Center

After taking on UMBC in the Smith 
Center Thursday night, the Colonials 
will take on Charlotte in the annual 
BB&T Classic. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. Charlotte
Sunday • 2:30 p.m. 
Verizon Center

NUMBER 
CRUNCH85 The number of years since GW has � elded an indoor track team. The 

reinstated program will compete at the Navy Invitational on Saturday in 
the � rst indoor track meet for the Colonials since 1929.
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Nearly champions, volleyball takes another leap forward

Junkanoo Jam brings Jonquel Jones back to the Bahamas
ALEX KIST
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

HARRY FALBER
HATCHET REPORTER

FILE PHOTO BY DAN RICH | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Junior Jonquel Jones drives through defenders in a game earlier this season against 
Virginia Union. 

FILE PHOTO BY ANDREW GOODMAN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Senior Kelsey Newman readies to receive a volley in a game earlier this season against Rhode Island.

for more coverage of 
GW’s volleyball team.H

GWHATCHET.COM
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