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Student’s death, ruled
accidental, was caused
by drugs and alcohol
BRIANNA GURCIULLO
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Filling the Tuesday-night void with McFadden’s

SHUT DOWN
EVA PALMER ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Students for the past decade have
seen going to McFadden’s, the stickyﬂoored college bar just off campus, as
a rite of passage – a place to celebrate
21st birthdays, watch people dance on
tables and blow off steam on Tuesday
nights.
At the beginning of every semester,
students lined Pennsylvania Avenue to
join one of the ﬁrst parties back on campus, and for every Tuesday night after
that, they said they could always rely
on McFadden’s to be the spot where
they could meet up with friends – a rarity in GW’s otherwise scattered social
scene.
The campus hangout, which
opened in March 2003, will not reopen
after a violent stabbing inside the bar
left ﬁve people seriously injured two
weeks ago, and some say that’s best for
the neighborhood.
Upperclassmen seeking cheap
drinks will now have to look elsewhere.
The bar marks the seventh campus hub
to close within the past four years, and
some students and alumni say this hole
will be hard to ﬁll.
“I think it will really change the
nightlife for GW students, especially
that void that’s left on Tuesday nights,”

said Alex Mizenko, a former Student
Association ﬁnance committee chair
who graduated in 2013.
Others have already ﬂoated Lindy’s Red Lion, Sign of the Whale and
Froggy Bottom Pub as replacements.
Brooke O’Connell, who graduated
from GW in 2012 and frequented the
bar as a senior, said that GW won’t lose
its sense of community because of the
closing.
“You can’t replace your friends but
you can replace a bar,” she said. “After
you graduate, you don’t really go back
there. I’ll leave it to the younger current
students to ﬁgure out where they want
to go.”
Losing a community watering hole
When Will Ellingson turned 21, he
said going to McFadden’s was his “rite
of passage.” Ellingson, who graduated
last year, said his favorite memory was
getting to stand behind the bar one
night and make drinks as a guest bartender for an hour.
“It was kind of a cool last kickoff
of your college experience,” Ellingson
said.
McFadden’s, described as “D.C.’s
most iconic Irish party bar” on its Twitter account, was frequented by stu-

dents throughout the academic year. It
hosted an “Extreme Midget Wrestling”
event in August, and Complex Magazine dubbed McFadden’s the “douchiest bar” in the District in 2012.
Former Student Association president John Richardson, who graduated
in 2013, said he often went to McFadden’s on Tuesday nights for happy
hour during his senior year because
mostly GW students went.
“If it wasn’t Tuesday night, there
wouldn’t be any reason to go to McFadden’s,” Richardson said.
The closing marks the end of one
of the few remaining popular student
bars near campus. In 2011, Froggy Bottom Pub announced it would change
location to make room for the development of a University ofﬁce building.
The pub’s new spot on K Street partially caters to a higher-end clientele.
This year, Panda Cafe and Mehran, two other well-frequented campus restaurants, also moved. And last
March, ice cream shop Cone E. Island
shut down after 27 years in the Shops
at 2000 Penn.

Five people were stabbed inside
McFadden’s early Saturday
morning.

McFadden’s has its liquor license suspended after
Metropolitan Police Department
Chief Cathy Lanier closed the
bar for 96 hours.

ANC chairman announces that
McFadden’s will not reopen
following the stabbing.

Dec. 27

Dec. 30

See MCFADDEN’S Page 6

Jan. 5
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CAMERON LANCASTER | PHOTO EDITOR

McFadden’s will not reopen after a stabbing left five people with serious injuries. Some community members say the
closing is best for public safety. Still, other students say they’ll miss the campus watering hole.

The 20-year-old junior pronounced dead at
GW Hospital in September died from a lethal
mix of cocaine, oxycodone and alcohol, according to a recently ﬁled report from D.C.’s medical
examiner.
William Gwathmey, who died on Sept. 19,
is the third GW student in as many years to die
from a mix of drugs. Since 2011, two other students have died after using substances such as
oxycodone, heroin, Adderall and alcohol.
GW’s top student life ofﬁcial, Peter Konwerski, said he has “not seen a trend in regard to
drugs on campus,” though he and other administrators “continually review and discuss with
students our alcohol and other drug-related outreach programs and policies.”
“Nothing is more tragic than the loss of a student’s life, and we are deeply concerned about
the health and safety of our students and hope
they utilize the array of resources in Colonial
Health Center and other parts of campus to support healthy decision-making,” he added.
Benjamin Gupta, a
graduate student, died
in his D.C. home from
Nothing is more tragic
a mix of oxycodone
than the loss of a
and alcohol in late
2011. A year later, law
student’s life, and we
student John Hroncich
are deeply concerned
died at his home in
New Jersey from an
about the health and
accidental overdose of
safety of our students
heroin and Adderall.
A former student,
and hope they utilize
20-year-old
Dean
Smith, died in the Disthe array of resources
trict in January 2013
in Colonial Health
from an overdose of
heroin, diazepam and
Center and other parts
cocaine. He was not
of campus to support
attending GW at the
time of his death.
healthy decisionGwathmey’s
making.
death resulted from
the “combined toxic
PETER KONWERSKI
effects” of the drugs
Dean of Student Affairs
and alcohol, said Beverly Fields, chief of
staff for the D.C. Ofﬁce
of the Chief Medical Examiner.
While cocaine is a stimulant drug, which
makes the heart beat faster and blood pressure
rise, alcohol has sedative effects that cause respiratory rate to slow down, said Cathleen Clancy,
a doctor with expertise in toxicology and the associate medical director at the National Capital
Poison Center.
“You have both things acting together,” Clancy said. “If cocaine is getting you too amped up,
you might drink alcohol to amp you down, or
vice versa.”
Using oxycodone, an opiate drug prescribed
for pain relief, can lead to a drop in blood pressure, sleepiness and slowness of breath. Clancy
said it can be difﬁcult to predict when all three
drugs – oxycodone, alcohol and cocaine – will
peak in their effects.
“People use these drugs and they don’t really
understand the time of onset,” she said, adding
that how much of a drug is taken and the way the
drug is taken can also be factors. “All can play a
big role in how sick someone gets.”
Police said Gwathmey had gone to several
nightclubs the night of his death and then returned to an apartment at The Residences at the

See JUNIOR Page 6

Even in off year, Atlantic 10 still a multi-bid league
JOSH SOLOMON
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Coach K said he would get in
trouble for saying it. He questioned
whether the Atlantic 10 would deserve six teams in the NCAA tournament.
"Come on," Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski said, leading up to
the postseason last year. "I mean,
they're good, but put them in our
conference and go through the meat
grinder that our conference has to
go through."
They got all six. GW, VCU, Massachusetts and Saint Joseph’s lost
their ﬁrst games, but Saint Louis got
to the round of 32 and Dayton made
the Elite Eight.
Did the A-10 peak last year?
Now that non-conference play has
concluded, the league has laid the
groundwork for how conference
wins will be perceived nationally.

GRAPHIC BY ANNA MCGARRIGLE | SENIOR DESIGNER

The conference doesn’t look like it
will match last season’s strength
come March, but it should still hang

in there with a handful of bids.
"The A-10 is not the Big 12, ACC
or Big 10,” said Charles Bowles, a

Mid-Major Madness A-10 writer.
“It is a good basketball league on a
down year, but the league will likely
receive multiple bids for the NCAA
Tournament, just not six like last season.”
The A-10 has been heralded as
the ideal “mid-major” at times and
told to leave the work to the big
boys at others.
After GW won the Diamond
Head Classic over then-No. 11
Wichita State, CBS Sports college
basketball analyst Jon Rothstein
tweeted that it was a huge win for
the A-10, while his colleague Seth
Davis tweeted that it was "neither
shocking nor upsetting. The Colonials are legit and the Shockers were
due."
The A-10 had its fair share of
slip ups in the non-conference season, prompting analysts to ask if the
league could merit less than three
bids for the ﬁrst time in eight years,

even if it could be a one-bid league.
Colonials fans fretted over the
strength of GW’s conference schedule as A-10 opponents like Saint
Louis picked up ugly baggage in
losses to Texas A&M Corpus Christi
and South Dakota State, but head
coach Mike Lonergan said the talk
surrounding the league has been
overblown.
"It doesn’t matter what the haters say. It matters what the facts are
at the end of the year," Lonergan
said. "I’m sure the A-10 will be right
there with three to six bids again."
The six A-10 teams, including
GW and sixth-rated VCU, ranked
in the RPI Top-100 give reason to
believe in Lonergan’s “shake it off”
approach. The Rams had the hardest non-conference slate of games in
the nation, according to RPIRatings.
com, and the league has six teams,

See A-10 Page 8
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by Anna McGarrigle

CRIME LOG

popular over break

Hit and Run

Medical Faculty Associates Building
1/1/15 - 10:50 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Case closed

A woman, not affiliated with GW, reported that
she had parked her vehicle in the garage and later
noticed damage to the bumper.
No suspects or witnesses

Simple Assault

900 Block of New Hampshire Avenue
1/4/15 - 8:15 p.m.
Case closed

A student reported that a subject ran up to him and
started a fight. U.S. Secret Service officers were present and broke up the pair.
No identifiable suspects

Harassment

2129 I St.
Multiple dates - Multiple times
Case closed

A staff member reported harassing phone calls from
a former student.
No further action.

-Compiled by Eva Palmer
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MCFADDEN’S
LIQUOR LICENSE
SUSPENDED

The D.C. Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board stripped
McFadden’s of its license
after finding that the popular
bar presented “an imminent
danger to the health and safety
of the public.”

2

MCFADDEN’S
CLOSED AFTER
STABBING
McFadden’s was
ordered closed for 96
hours after a stabbing
that left five people
seriously injured. None
of the victims were GW
students.

WORTH QUOTING

I think it will really change
the nightlife for GW students,
especially that void that’s left
on Tuesday nights.
ALEX MIZENKO, alumnus and former Student
Association finance committee chair, on the
closing of McFadden’s last week.

on gwhatchet.com
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STUDENTS
ADVOCATE FOR
RABBI AND WIFE

More than 850 students,
alumni and parents have
signed an online petition
to keep Rabbi Yehuda
Steiner and his wife,
Rivky, on campus after
they were fired.

watch
online

KATIE CAUSEY | hatchet staff photographer
Following a vigil for transgender teen Leelah Alcorn, who committed suicide in December, protestors marched toward the Department of
Justice in a rally for the rights of transgender and gender non-conforming individuals, organized by the D.C. Trans Power Coalition.

Forgot to follow the news over winter break?
Catch up with everything you missed.
Video by Kendall Payne and Blair Guild

this week
Monday, Jan. 12
An Exquisite Future

Ponder the possibility of a world with
fewer honeybees at this book launch
hosted by the Corcoran School of the
Arts and Design.
11 a.m. • Gelman Library Room 219

Tuesday, Jan. 13

Academic Success: The Dos
and Don’ts of Your College
Experience

Explore ways to strive for academic
success at this presentation
showcasing University resources.
4 p.m. • Marvin Center Room 302

Wednesday, Jan. 14

Corcoran Student Services Fair

Learn about the student services
GW offers at this fair hosted by the
Administration and Hallmark Programs.
1 p.m. • White Halls, Corcoran School of
the Arts and Design

Thursday, Jan. 15

Cookies and Cocoa Social

Meet members of GWise as they discuss
peer education opportunities during the
semester.
7 p.m. • Thurston TV lounge
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Faculty seek guidance on responding to sexual assault allegations
In an advising
capacity, students
who have solid
relationships with
faculty can seek
them out for specific
help in a private
setting.

COLLEEN MURPHY &
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITORS

Though students may approach
their professors for advice about
a sexual assault, three top faculty
members recently said they didn’t
know they’re legally obligated to report the allegation, even if a student
comes to them in conﬁdence.
Members of the Faculty Senate, a group that has helped shape
the University’s sexual assault response, said at a recent meeting
that they didn’t know they were
required to report sexual assault
allegations to the University Police
Department and GW ofﬁcials – and
were worried that their colleagues
might also be unaware.
GW already sends facultywide emails and teaches professors about the University’s sexual
assault resources at department
meetings and new employee orientation. A faculty member’s role in
responding to sexual assault is also
available online in the University’s
20-page sexual harassment policy.
But faculty say though they do
hear about how to help a student
cope with a sexual assault, information about their responsibilities
can get lost in their email inboxes.
And since so many students seek
advice from faculty, professors say
they want to know the best way to
direct them to resources.
Melani McAlister, the head of
the American Studies department,
said at December’s Faculty Senate
meeting that she just learned she
must report student sexual assault
allegations to the police because
she is a department chair. That’s a
tricky balancing act, McAlister said,
because students also come to her
for advice about family issues and
problems outside of school.
“We can do well to be more
trained in the speciﬁcs of what the
issues are,” she said.
Faculty should alert students of
their role as mandatory reporters
of sexual assault without making
the student afraid to come forward,
said Bridgette Harwood, the executive director of the Network for Victim Recovery of D.C.
“How do you have that conversation with the survivor without
discouraging them, but empowering them to understand how to han-

SYLVIA MAROTTA-WALTERS
GW Counseling Professor

KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ivy Ken, an associate sociology professor, is a member of the University’s sexual assault response committee. The
group has brainstormed ideas like small group faculty training or a flowchart to help faculty understand how to
respond to student allegations of sexual assault.

dle the situation?” Harwood said.
She said to make the process
smoother, faculty should receive
training about the effects of trauma
and should know how to accommodate students who may ask for
extensions or miss class because of
trauma.

Lost in translation

Gregg Brazinsky, an assistant
professor of history and international affairs, said that having so
many ofﬁces working on the University’s response to sexual assault
could be confusing for students.
“The bureaucracy surrounding
this issue seems to be complex and
unwieldy,” he said at the December
Faculty Senate meeting. “Might
there be a way to simplify it for
the students so they have one clear
path, very clear route of what they
could do?”
To help faculty better understand GW’s policies, Vice Provost
for Diversity and Inclusion Terri

Harris Reed said her ofﬁce has
started creating an online “module” that tests employees’ knowledge about GW’s sexual assault
policies using practice scenarios.
GW has also linked with eight other D.C. universities to hold trainings and meetings about sexual assault and the best ways for colleges
to respond.
“The University’s strong preference is that the matter be reported,
but does not rule out situations in
which the information conveyed by
a student, considered in its entirety,
cause the faculty member to conclude that the best interests of neither the student nor the University
require the matter to be reported to
[UPD],” Reed said in an email.
Charles Garris, an engineering professor and the chair of the
Faculty Senate’s executive committee, said faculty should know how
to direct students to resources, but
shouldn’t take a major advising role
if a student approaches them to talk

about a sexual assault allegation.
“We don’t really have experience in this sort of thing. Who
knows what kind of advice they
would get? It’s important that the
students get professional advice,”
Garris said.

Making a ‘complicated problem’
clearer

A committee of students and
faculty focused on the University’s response to sexual violence
has ﬂoated ideas like small group
trainings or a chart to show the
sexual assault reporting process.
Adding faculty training or creating
resources would be the ﬁrst public
changes to come out of the committee, which launched at the end of
last semester.
Ivy Ken, an associate sociology
professor and committee member,
said making resources easier for faculty to access could help them understand a “complicated problem.”
Faculty members will also of-

Transfer students pad law school’s enrollment as
selectivity dips for second year in a row
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

''

The GW Law School’s selectivity
took another hit this year.
The school’s admissions rate
climbed to 45.19 percent, more than
doubling from the acceptance rate a
decade ago. It’s a smaller increase than
last year’s 13-percentage-pointjump,
but still puts GW in the bottom half of
its peer schools that have law schools.
Despite the decline in selectivity, which experts say is striking but
not uncommon, the school admitted
students with GPAs and LSAT scores
comparable to those of its previous
class.
The school also enrolled nearly 100
transfer students, which could help
boost its bottom line as GW’s schools
ﬁght for limited resources.
Accepting a large transfer class
of 97 students is an “interesting strategy” for growing enrollment, said Paul
Campos, a law professor at the University of Colorado at Boulder and author
of “Don’t Go to Law School (Unless).”
Transfer students’ GPA and LSAT
scores are not included the school’s averages for the year.
More than half of transfers came
from American University’s Washington College of Law across town. U.S.
News & World Report ranks GW’s
law school No. 20 in the country and
American’s at No. 72.
“It’s pretty striking because American has much lower entrance standards than GW, but what GW is doing
is essentially laundering the credentials
of their [second-year] class,” Campos
said. “The LSAT and the GPAs of those
students don’t count against GW’s
stats because transfer student stats
aren’t part of the calculation of what a
school’s GPA and LSAT is.”
The law school received 5,952 applications this year – 591 fewer than
last year, when the school received
the third-most applications of all law
schools across the country. Over the
last ﬁve years, law schools have competed for a rapidly declining number
of applicants.
Last year, GW grew its class size by
about 80 students, after shrinking it for
one year under former dean Paul Schiff
Berman. The school, which is one of
the largest law schools in the country,
needed to maintain its enrollment to
bring in enough tuition revenue to continue running.
But this year’s class is larger than
the ﬁrst-year class that the school enrolled in 2010, the last time the number of students who enrolled in law
schools nationwide grew, according to
the American Bar Association.

KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The GW Law School enrolled another large first-year class this year, but
maintained its average GPA and LSAT scores. The school also brought in nearly
100 transfer students, whose scores don’t affect those averages.

We are fortunate that applications to GW Law
have consistently been above the national
average and this year was no different.
LIZ FIELD
GW Law School Spokeswoman
To bring in more tuition revenue
without growing the size of their Juris
Doctor programs, other schools have
introduced new LLM or masters of law
programs.
Anna Ivey, founder of the Ivey
Consulting Team and former dean of
admissions at the University of Chicago Law School, said schools have to
strike a delicate balance between maintaining their selectivity and producing
a high-enough yield.
GW’s choice to keep growing its
class size is “eye-catching,” she said,
adding that it would be difﬁcult to
judge its effectiveness until graduates’
employment data is available.
“Things might be tougher for
people coming out of these larger
class sizes,” Ivey said. “Where schools
aren’t able to maintain their historical
standards is because the return on investment isn’t making as much sense
anymore.”
Law schools have become somewhat more aggressive in their recruitment strategies, said Ivey, who advises
students applying to law school. At
Boston College, faculty will reach out
to students directly, and Georgetown
University has launched an interview-

ing program.
Liz Field, a spokeswoman for the
law school, said GW’s application
numbers have remained high, but
declined to answer questions about
admissions strategies because it could
hurt the school’s position in the market.
“We are fortunate that applications
to GW Law have consistently been
above the national average and this
year was no different,” she said in a
statement.
At the University of Southern
California Gould School of Law, which
is tied with GW at No. 20 in the U.S.
News & World Report top law school
rankings, the admissions ofﬁce is offering to waive the application fee for anyone who applies to the school by Feb.
1. David Kirschner, director of admissions, said the school hoped the waiver
might incentivize more students to apply and grow Gould’s applicant pool,
and that it had helped grow the pool
last year.
The school increased its class size
this year when it hadn’t planned to do
so, Kirschner said. He declined to comment on how a larger class could affect
the school’s budgeting needs.

ten reach out to each other to ask
for advice about how to handle a
new situation, Ken said.
“If there’s a feminist in the
department, a woman in the department, if they themselves don’t
know what to do, then the ﬁrst
thing a lot of them do is ask each
other,” Ken said.
The University could train
small groups in responding to sexual assault so they can then teach
their colleagues, said Laura Zillman, the vice president of Students
Against Sexual Assault and a member of the committee.
Zillman said the group also
hopes to create diagrams or shorter,
more readable versions of University sexual assault policies so faculty
can “be a little more coordinated in
their response.”
“Maybe making like a CliffsNotes version or a diagram to give
to professors to understanding
without ﬂipping through a novel,”
Zillman said. “So you know, these
are the steps you take if somebody
discloses to you.”
Sylvia Marotta-Walters, a counseling professor in the Graduate
School of Education and Human
Development and a researcher who
has studied trauma and the treatment of sexual assault survivors,
said faculty can play many roles
when talking with students who
come forward.
“In the classroom, they can provide accurate information about the
scope of the problem or resources
that are available,” Marotta-Walters
said. “In an advising capacity, students who have solid relationships
with faculty can seek them out for
speciﬁc help in a private setting.”

IN BRIEF
After majority of halls fail, GW
quiet about sustainability
challenge results
GW may know you’re not turning the lights off
when you leave your dorm.
The University will not release complete results for
its signature sustainability competition this year after the
majority of residence halls failed last year’s challenge.
The semester-long eco-challenge, which was held
for the third time this year, is a crucial step toward reaching the University’s goal of reducing carbon emissions
by 40 percent by 2040. GW will only release results for
the top-ﬁve halls that participated in the competition,
and stopped listing any ﬁgures online for how much
was saved.
University spokesman Kurtis Hiatt declined to say
if that decision was because 19 of the 30 residence halls
that joined the competition last year ended up increasing water and energy use.
Residence halls earned points depending on how
much students recycled, saved water or conserved energy. For example, Munson Hall reduced water use by 47
percent last semester. Amsterdam Hall, which came in
ﬁfth place overall, reduced electricity use by 21 percent
after increasing its electricity use during the competition
last year.
Fulbright Hall took ﬁrst place, though Hiatt did not
provide details on how much energy or water the residents saved. Hiatt also declined to provide other statistics for the top-ﬁve halls.
The challenge is just one of the ways the University
is trying to meet its overall sustainability goals. In June,
GW signed a 20-year pledge to derive half its energy
from solar power through a partnership with American
University and Duke Energy Renewables. Eleven buildings on campus have also been recognized for their sustainable structures by the U.S. Green Building Council
since 2007.
It was the ﬁrst year ofﬁcials considered recycling efforts in the competition, which Hiatt said was meant to
reﬂect “efforts to reduce waste on campus.”
“Competitions such as the eco-challenge build
awareness on how students can reduce their impact on
the environment, which, in turn, helps the University
reduce its carbon footprint,” Hiatt said.
Munson, Strong, Cole and Hensley halls all earned
high marks for recycling and had no instances of trash in
recycling bins. Hiatt declined to say how many pounds
of material that students in those buildings recycled.
Residence halls can sign up for the eco-challenge by
choosing a student representative for their hall. Winning
halls had prize options like 15 lunches at Sweetgreen, a
truckload of toilet paper, gift cards to Founding Farmers
or a sustainable renovation to their residence hall.
Energy-saving competitions can backﬁre if students
are not engaged, said Krista Mays, a sustainability manager at the University of California, San Diego.
“We’ve seen some competitions where you try to
promote something and there are those who are the
haters and they try to screw it up anyway so they use
more,” Mays said.
Mays said the school’s sustainability ofﬁce tries to
promote conservation by giving students reusable water bottles, holding contests on social media and handing out reusable grocery bags for students to decorate.
Ofﬁcials at GW have tried similar tactics, like giving
out free coffee to students with reusable cups, encouraging them to eliminate meat from their diets on Mondays
and collecting used items at the end of the semester.

—Ellie Smith
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What the University won't talk about this week
from

If the decision to not release the full results of last semester’s Eco-challenge
is because 19 of 30 dorms failed the competition last year (p. 3)

THE FORUM

blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum

It was assuring that I had an office – and one specific individual, in Christy herself – so focused on my needs
and eager to ensure my success.

–Columnist Jaggar DeMarco, on the departure of DSS director Christy Willis. • Dec. 28

Staff Editorial

Thumbs up, thumbs down

Time to emerge from winter break hibernation
by Juliana Kogan

Cut to strategic plan funding
Lately, it feels like GW’s financial woes have come one after another:
Low graduate enrollment contributed to a $20 million budget shortfall
in the fall, and the University is now cutting $8.2 million from its ambitious strategic plan.
Provost Steven Lerman has not yet said which programs that fall
under the strategic plan will take that $8.2 million hit, and the amount accounts for only 3
percent of the plan’s total cost. Lerman expects the money will be restored eventually, but it
can’t happen until the University makes up for the shortfall from last year – a mishap still
clouded by a lack of transparency.
It’s a tangled financial web, and caught in the middle is a growing concern: fundraising.
We’re left wondering, as experts have pointed out, if this hit to the strategic plan – which
could get donors excited about giving to the University – will impact gifts to GW.
This latest cut is a scary one. By crafting the strategic plan, the University has shown
forward-thinking priorities as well as its focus on academic development. But now the plan
has seen its first real threat, and it’s unfortunate that GW is starting this semester with financial troubles.

City Hall reparations
When GW announced in December that residents of City Hall
would receive a partial refund of $400, the reaction was mixed: Some
students were left wondering if it was too good to be true, while others
were dissatisfied.
When the University admits fault and hands out money as a result,
students are bound to take pause. But after months of complaints about construction and an
extensive WiFi outage during finals week, there was finally a tangible resolution.
Overall, the refund was a smart move on GW’s part. Individual administrators – namely
Dean of Student Affairs Peter Konwerski and Senior Associate Vice President for Operations
Alicia Knight – jumped on the problem, issuing a heartfelt apology along with the promise
of cash. Admitting they made a mistake was a huge step: It humanized the administration,
and in the future might encourage students to speak up again.
With this apology, officials have set a good precedent. Of course, a $400 refund doesn’t
eliminate the inconveniences residents had to endure. But at the very least, our administrators seem to be listening when it comes to housing, and it’s encouraging that they recognize
the massive impact that living conditions have on our time here.

Creation of a benefits task force
You know the old joke: A camel is a horse made by a committee – a
simple task can quickly be made unnecessarily complicated. That may
often be the case, but at GW, it certainly seems that committees and task
forces are the primary way to get things done. We’ve seen it time and
again, including when University President Steven Knapp vowed to
find a way to centralize student health and, more recently, when students and administrators came together with the newly hired Title IX coordinator to discuss
ways to prevent sexual assault on campus.
Given this predisposition of the University, we’re glad to see the same method has been
applied to the problem of faculty discontent. After a rocky semester, which saw faculty battle
it out over tuition benefits and health care costs, Knapp announced the creation of a task
force to help determine how to best allocate money in professors’ benefits packages. As
Knapp noted at the announcement, the issue deserves a look by a neutral party with a wide
lens. Hopefully, we’ll finally see some resolution for our professors.

Health center opens
Last week, the new Colonial Health Center officially opened in the
Marvin Center. It marks the final chapter in the student health saga,
which began in 2013 when the Student Association began working toward the health center’s relocation.
It’s reassuring that GW jumped at the opportunity to fulfill the student body’s request: We know when we speak up, the University listens. And the administration was careful to prioritize privacy concerns when designing the new center. With
its opening, GW has officially done its job. But as students, now it’s time for us to do ours.
For years, students complained that Student Health Service was too far away, and that
became the perfect reason to avoid going to the doctor. Now, though, when your mother
calls you to nag about getting something checked out, you almost have to listen. We have no
excuses anymore, especially since we asked for this change.
The same exact thing applies to mental health. GW has provided us with accessible resources by including the University Counseling Center in the new health hub. While some
of the onus is on the University to make students aware of mental health services and work
at removing the stigma surrounding treatment, it isn’t GW’s job to make sure we actually
head to the Marvin Center. That’s up to us.

T

Create a student publication board
This is the second in a series
about creative writing at GW.

W

alking into the
old
Marvin
Center
office
of The GW Review felt like walking into an
undiscovered crime scene.
Decades-old issues of the
literary arts magazine were
strewn across the floor and
desks, along with old artwork portfolios. Some empty
wine bottles rattled around in
drawers.
The Review hasn’t published a journal since spring
2013, when it quietly closed
its doors. Founded in 1980,
the magazine was one of the
longest continuously running
publications edited by GW
students. It accepted submissions from authors and artists
from around the world, and
was recognized nationally.
What happened to The
GW Review is just one example of how much more vulnerable student-run creative
writing publications are to
yearly changes in the student
body. The reason the journal
folded may not have been a
lack of interest in literary arts
at GW, but rather a lack of the
expertise needed to publish
regularly.
Many of these students
need better support – and
their best source is one another. Student groups at GW
that self-publish – including
The Globe, Omnibus, GW

Undergraduate Law Review
and Wooden Teeth – should
stop working separately toward common goals and instead come together to form a
council.

David Meni
Writer
By uniting under a student publication board, these
groups would be able to share
the knowledge and skills
they’ve accumulated, form a
unified front to address similar problems and collectively
increase readership. This
would go a long way to ease
some of the headaches that
come with running a publication, especially a young one
with little experience.
I should note that this
list of student publications
may not be comprehensive.
There are likely many more
students at GW interested
in self-publishing than the
ones in just these few groups
– whether it’s poetry, podcasts, paintings, policy papers or sassy blog posts – but
they may simply not have
the infrastructure to do so.
A board that could provide
institutional support, consulting and training would help
them get their ambitions off
the ground.
Since these publications
are not news organizations
and serve different niches,

they aren’t in direct competition with each other. Even in
cases when there may be audience overlap – as with the two
policy journals, The Globe
and Omnibus – groups would
benefit from a symbiotic relationship, engaging in dialog
and sharing readership.
Running a student publication is one of the most challenging and time-consuming
extracurricular
activities.
Printing can be prohibitively
expensive, and usually it
cannot be fully covered by a
group’s Student Association
funding. In my work with
the Roosevelt Institute, for
example, we found that
publishing just 100 copies of
Omnibus would cost us $500,
more than double our SA allocation.
On top of that, finding
out which publishers to use
is often a trial-and-error process. And things can get dicey
when nobody in the group
has any experience with layout software like Adobe InDesign. The absence of someone with that knowledge can
mean a printed journal is
nothing but a pipe dream. A
council would enable groups
to share fundraising, costsaving and production strategies. Maybe if a publication
board had existed sooner,
The GW Review would still
be around today.
—David Meni, a senior
majoring in political science,
is a Hatchet opinions writer.

In art history classes, students find novelty and flexibility

hroughout my academic career, I've had
ideas thrust upon me
with no room for
compromise.
I’ll admit, most were warranted: Newton’s laws have
never triggered my skepticism, nor have Pythagoras’
mathematical
assertions
(though, granted, I wouldn’t
touch geometry with a 20foot pole). And I’m pretty
confident in the whole evolution thing.
But of all the knowledge I've absorbed without
protest, I think I've isolated
the precise moment when
I stopped automatically accepting information presented to me as indisputable fact:
When I saw, on an art history
class trip, a museum display
a bucket and paper towels
strewn across the floor and

call it art.
What? It had to be a
joke. My original thought
was that a janitor must be
in the middle of cleaning
up a mess. But there it was:
a bright orange bucket and
its paper counterparts, in all
their underwhelming glory.
The absurdity of the scene
made me wonder: What was
so captivating about this display? What made this art?
And in the broadest sense of
all: What is art?
As spring 2015 dawns
on us, full of new resolutions and schedules, students
should act during the add/
drop period and expose
themselves to this debate –
one that continues to rage on
in the art world – by taking an
art history class.
I've rehearsed a rigid
definition for whenever the

question “What is art?” is
posed to me: Art is a vehicle
for human expression that’s
beholden to an audience in
some fashion. But this technical characterization, taken
straight from my high school
art history textbook, doesn’t
acknowledge the nuances
that have arisen out of an ageold debate.

Sasha Kobliha
Writer
It wasn’t until I became an art history minor at
GW that I was adequately
equipped with the knowledge and pretentious-sounding vocabulary to fully immerse myself in the rhetoric
behind art theory.

GW’s art history department is limited in courses,
offering a meager 24 classes,
compared to the international
affairs department, which
boasts nearly 200. But art
history has recruited faculty
whose insight into the world
of art shines new, innovative
light on the subject matter. In
my studies, I was prompted
to reevaluate my cookie-cutter, hypercorrect definition
of what art is and explore its
personal significance to me.
Suddenly, its meaning
evolved beyond a collection
of words and static ideas. Before, I had treated the notion
of art like some kind of machine, as if one could lay out
the components on a conveyor belt and, after slathering on
a coat of paint, call the resulting product art. But learning
about the revolutionaries

who led new artistic movements shattered this illusion
of “the standard” for art. For
example, the preeminent
painter Jacques-Louis David
wasn’t subscribing to some
kind of formula when he pioneered the neoclassical style.
I have come to believe
that art has no tangible definition because it is fluid in
nature. That’s what’s so exceptional about taking an
art history class: The laws
of artistic expression aren’t
written in stone. They’re malleable and subjective, taking
on the shape of the art movements and artists that inspire
them. In very few other fields
will you find so much room
for debate and flexibility. It allows you the opportunity to
draw your own conclusions
in novel ways.
Art history remains a

frequently neglected area despite the richness of the subject and our location in the
artistic and cultural epicenter
that is D.C. Often, this small
department is overlooked in
favor of more prominent – or
what some might call more
useful – subjects. There were
just 29 art history majors at
GW in 2013, compared to
the almost 800 students who
chose to study pre-business
administration.
Take a chance this semester. Take an art history class,
and attempt to answer the
daunting question “What
is art?” for yourself. And let
me know if your definition
includes buckets and paper
towel installations because,
presently, mine does not.
—Sasha Kobliha, a sophomore
majoring in anthropology, is a
Hatchet opinions writer.
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Off-campus classrooms
to find on-campus homes
JAQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

This semester will be the
last for classes at 2020 K St.
GW will move all offcampus classes to spaces that
became available with the
opening of the Science and
Engineering Hall this month,
said Senior Vice Provost for
Academic Affairs and Planning Forrest Maltzman. The
1776 G St. building will remain occupied until 2016.
“Students complain about
them, faculty don’t like going
over there, so we’re going to
put those back onto the campus,” Maltzman said in an interview. “So that is going to be
a good portion of the backﬁll.”
The University will wait
for the leases to expire instead of canceling them early.
The end of the leases could
help cut costs after a drop in
graduate enrollment forced
departments to trim budgets
and slow down plans to open
new faculty positions.
Maltzman said $41.7 million had been set aside from
the capital budget for backﬁll
projects.
Four years ago, GW’s
Innovation Task Force announced an effort to cut down
leased spaces by two-thirds
by 2017, in the hopes of saving the University $3 million
a year.
And as professors and researchers ﬁnish moving into
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Joseph Cordes, an economics professor and acting chair of the Faculty Senate finance committee, is one of about a
dozen employees working to resolve a months-long conflict surrounding GW’s benefits packages over the next year.
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Task force could reshape long-term
plan for employee compensation
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

A group of faculty and staff
members could create a plan to shift
funds set aside for salary to those
used for beneﬁts over the next year.
The beneﬁts task force, which
University President Steven Knapp
said Friday will have until December
to create a long-term plan for how to
balance salary and beneﬁts, could be
the one to resolve a year-long debate
that has electriﬁed employees.
The group will be responsible for
splitting up the pool of money for
next year’s beneﬁts packages. It will
have until May to share with administrators and GW’s Beneﬁts Advisory
Committee how it plans to divide
funds for retirement, health insurance and tuition beneﬁts.
Joseph Cordes, an economics
professor who will serve on the task
force, said the group will have to
more clearly communicate to employees how the tradeoffs could affect them.
“There may not be easy answers
to this either. It’s not like there’s a
magic silver bullet out there that we
can discover that will make the problem go away,” he said. “I can’t say for
a fact that everybody will agree on

what the right choice ought to be.”
Knapp said he decided to create
the task force because many employees had complained that there had
not been enough discussion about
changes to GW’s beneﬁts plans.
“There was a sense that that consultation was a little too narrow in
that committee, and so we wanted
to have a broader consultation,” he
said. “I think what’s important to say
about this is it really is very openended.”
The task force will also compare GW’s plans to those of other
institutions. Administrators have
maintained that the University is
comparable to other schools for compensation, but some faculty members have said it contributes less to
employees’ health beneﬁts packages.
Brandon Brown, a founding
member of the recently formed Staff
Association, said the task force will
include lower-level staff members
while the Beneﬁts Advisory Committee does not.
“Difﬁcult decisions need to be
made and we understand that, but
what we’re hoping for is that the burden of those difﬁcult decisions is not
based on those who can least afford
it,” he said.

It’s not like there’s
a magic silver bullet
out there that we can
discover that will make
the problem go away.

the Science and Engineering Hall, the spaces left behind will be ﬁlled by science
classes that couldn’t ﬁt into
the new building and other
departments like philosophy
and math.
Provost Steven Lerman
said the University will have
to determine what best to do
with those vacant buildings,
especially since some, like
Corcoran Hall, are considered
historic buildings and will
have a permanent place on
campus.
“We try to invest more of
our resources in places that
we’re going to have forever
and make more strategic decisions in how much to invest
in places, buildings that we
may ultimately want to tear
down to build other things,”
he said.
He added that Tompkins
Hall will be renovated, but
not as extensively as Corcoran
and Bell halls.
Charles Garris, a professor
of mechanical and aerospace
engineering, said most faculty
have been in the dark about
which departments are going
where, but he believes Tompkins will continue to serve as a
home for some engineers.
He said labs in the Tompkins basement will probably
continue to be used, but space
on the ﬁrst and fourth ﬂoors
of the building could be converted into classrooms.

JOSEPH CORDES
GW Professor
The task force could replace a
subcommittee that faculty leaders
created earlier this fall to look at how
GW’s beneﬁts plans compared to
similar universities.
Typically, the Beneﬁts Advisory
Committee has worked with Sabrina
Ellis, vice president for human resources, to set up GW’s annual beneﬁts plans. But the task force, which
Knapp has said won’t replace that
committee, could readjust that team’s
starting point.
“We’ve had a very clear and consistent approach to what that tradeoff
should be. That’s what’s given us the
beneﬁts pool within which we’ve
made these tradeoff decisions,”
Knapp said.
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Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Planning Forrest
Maltzman detailed plans for shifting academic classrooms and office
spaces around campus when new space in the the Science and Engineering Hall becomes available this month.

With less national funding, GW pushes global research opportunities
JAQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

GW’s research is no longer domestic.
Leo Chalupa, vice president for
research, told the Faculty Senate on
Friday that he will focus on helping
professors earn funding from international sources, an area researchers
have already started tapping into
without a push from the University.
With an extremely competitive
national climate for funding, international grants may be the only way
GW can grow its research portfolio.
And now researchers will have a
chance to receive money from the
European Union after laws that
originally set aside money just for
European researchers were overhauled.
“The EU ofﬁce is just across
Pennsylvania [Avenue] from Rice
Hall,” Chalupa said. “There’s a lot
of untapped money out there.”
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Leo Chalupa, vice president for research, is looking to bring in more
international grants by offering money for GW researchers to travel overseas
and meet with potential donors.

Chalupa said 22 percent of the
University’s extramural research
includes an international compo-

nent despite no concerted effort
by administrators. But he hopes to
increase that percentage by offer-

ing 20 grants, each worth $5,000, to
researchers to travel internationally
and meet with potential collaborators.
He has also hired a former top
National Science Foundation ofﬁcial
to identify grants that could be good
ﬁts for GW.
Chalupa has started to invite EU
representatives to campus to hold
workshops for interested researchers about how to best apply or be
awarded grants by the overseas coalition.
“Part of the European 2020 vision is to have collaboration,” he
said. “They’re willing to fund the
best science no matter where it is.”
Even though it’s a potential area
of growth for GW’s researchers,
Chalupa said the rules that go along
with working with a different country could present difﬁculties to grant
applicants.
“We had a faculty member

who received a signiﬁcant grant
from Russia a few years ago,” he
said. “We did some research and
found out that someone who had
previously received the grant had
violated part of the contract and got
six months in prison, so we chose to
turn down that grant.”
Jeffrey Bethony, an associate
professor in the School of Medicine
and Health Sciences, said his lab had
already received grants from the EU
and the Dutch government.
He said his team, which helps to
develop vaccines for tropical diseases like malaria, needs more funding
from non-corporate sources because
he can rarely turn a proﬁt from his
studies.
“To have the Dutch government
come in and help us – people who
realize that we still really need to do
more research – is extremely helpful,” he said.
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McFadden’s closes after five stabbed inside bar
Every GW student
goes at least one
point in their GW
career, despite
the not-so-stellar
reputation of the
joint.

From Page 1
Jacob Thayer, a former president of the Residence Hall Association, said he remembers
going to the bar during Senior
Week in May to catch up with
his friends before graduation.
“Every GW student goes at
least one point in their GW career, despite the not-so-stellar
reputation of the joint,” said
Thayer, who earned his degree
two years ago.

JACOB THAYER
Alumnus

Still looking for suspects
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The beloved college bar, which opened in March of 2003, will not reopen after a violent stabbing inside left five
people seriously injured two weeks ago.

tenant Sean Conboy said there have
not yet been any arrests in the case.
The report found that security personnel at the bar would
not initially cooperate with police, and one employee attempted to mop blood off the floor.
The venue was also over capacity at the time of the incident.
When police arrived at the

''

The bar ’s liquor license will
remain suspended until Jan. 28,
when the D.C. Alcoholic Beverage Control Board makes a
final decision about the status
of the license. The company has
already announced it will not
reopen, but that McFadden’s
wants to keep its liquor license
so that it can be sold.
The board stripped McFadden’s of its ability to serve alcohol Dec. 30 after finding that
the bar presented “an imminent
danger to the health and safety
of the public,” according to the
suspension notice.
Two of the victims were
sent to a MedStar Hospital, and
three others were taken to GW
Hospital, according to a police
report. All five suspects injured
in the stabbing are expected to
survive, and University spokeswoman Maralee Csellar said
none were GW students.
The Metropolitan Police Department released photos of two
people Jan. 2 who could be connected to the stabbing. MPD Lieu-

scene, one person resisted arrest and hit a police officer in
the head, sending the officer to
the hospital. Another person attempted to hit a different police
officer and was arrested, according to the report.
The report also found that a
McFadden’s employee allowed
an “unknown individual” who

appeared to have blood on his
hands and “could have been the
assailant” to leave.
Foggy Bottom and West End
Advisory Neighborhood Commission chairman Patrick Kennedy called the bar’s initial response
to the stabbing a “ﬂagrant disregard for public safety and order.”
“It was hard to figure out

any element of their operation
that was taking place at the
compliance of the law,” he said.
“You can’t hold an alcoholic
beverage license if you’re going
to throw caution at the wind
and disregard regulations.”
An attorney representing McFadden’s, Steve O’Brien, could
not be reached for comment.
Before the stabbing, McFadden’s was known for rowdy
behavior. The Washington Post
found that the bar had been
investigated 56 times since its
opening, including for simple
assaults, assaults with weapons
and assaults on police officers,
as well as four times for selling
alcohol to underage patrons.
“I think it’s a generally positive thing not to have McFadden’s because they have a history of problems,” said Jackson
Carnes, another member of the
ANC and an alumnus. “This is
by far the worst.”
—Jacqueline Thomsen contributed
reporting.

Junior’s death caused by alcohol and drug use
The University is committed

From Page 1

to promoting the health and
Ritz-Carlton on 23rd Street. He
was later found unconscious on
a couch, according to a police
report.
His death was ruled an accident. His parents, Gaines
Gwathmey and Rose Harvey,
did not wish to comment.
The economics and finance
major was remembered as close
to his family and constantly
surrounded by friends, hoping
to one day work on Wall Street.
Family and several members of
his fraternity, Alpha Epsilon Pi,
started a foundation in Gwathmey’s honor for low-income
D.C. students to learn basketball skills.
Konwerski, GW’s dean of
student affairs, said Health
Promotion and Prevention Ser-

safety of GW students and
offers many services and
resources to educate and
support healthy lifestyles and
responsible decision-making
about alcohol and drugs.
PETER KONWERSKI
Dean of Student Affairs
vices, formerly the Center for
Alcohol and other Drug Education (CADE), offers a workshop
with information about combining alcohol with other drugs. It

also explains how alcohol can
affect the body and what students can do in an emergency.
“The University is committed to promoting the health and
safety of GW students and offers
many services and resources to
educate and support healthy
lifestyles and responsible decision-making about alcohol and
drugs,” Konwerski said.
Nationwide, drug overdose
death rates have more than
doubled between 1999 and
2012, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. In 2012, nearly 80 percent
of drug overdose deaths were
unintentional.
That same year, more than
70 percent of deaths related to
pharmaceutical overdose involved prescription painkillers.
—Colleen Murphy contributed
reporting.
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The Hatchet is looking to
recruit enthusiastic, tech-savvy
students for our web team.
Experience in:
• Coding • Web design • IT support

Visit join.gwhatchet.com

H

Interested in joining our team?
The GW Hatchet Open House
Jan. 17, 1-3 p.m.
2148 F St. NW

JOIN.GWHATCHET.COM
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AN EVENING OF
HUMOROUS READINGS
Kramerbooks
Jan. 12, Free

REV 09

WILD CHILD

U Street Music Hall
Jan. 17, $10

9:30 Club
Jan. 15, $15

Best known for their sleepy,
tropical single, “Pillow
Hosted by “Funny or Die”
Talk,” the Texas natives
alumnus Brian Agler, this free
event is the first of its kind in D.C. take the stage with their
sweet lyrics and ukuleles.

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

DJ Will Eastman and OZKER are
music curators who’ve played
at FreeFest and opened for the
likes of Dillon Francis. See them
bring down the house live.

This week in 2008, Tonic won its year-long battle for a liquor license.
The restaurant opened in fall 2007 and the D.C. Alcohol Beverage Control Board
approved the measure in its first meeting of 2008.

A ‘concrete shell’
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Turning an underground fallout shelter into D.C.’s greatest arts center
MORGAN BASKIN
CULTURE EDITOR

It’s easy to mistake the
raised, 5-by-10 concrete and
metal slabs above ground in
Dupont for ventilation sites
or construction entrances.
They’re not. The nine
concrete grates are entrances
to staircases that lead down
to 75,000 square feet of an
abandoned trolley car station-turned-fallout-shelterturned-food court below
Dupont Circle that’s existed
since the late 1940s but hasn’t
been used since the 1990s.
In the next ﬁve years,
about 23,000 square feet of
that space will become the
city’s greatest cultural and
arts destination for fashion,
ﬁlm and music lovers alike,
all to the tune of about $70
million.
At least, that’s the hope
for Julian Hunt and Braulio
Agnese, who are part of the
Arts Coalition for the Dupont Underground, the architecture ﬁrm and nonproﬁt
tapped by D.C. to renovate
and build the space back up
to its potential.
“Dupont is one of the
great public spaces in the city,
but it’s terribly neglected,”
said Hunt, who co-founded

the D.C.-based architecture
ﬁrm Hunt Laudi Studio in
2001. “It’s the dirty nest syndrome – people have lived
here so long they just don’t
see it anymore.”

A changing landscape

It took about a decade for
Hunt to convince the District
to lease him the space for
such a large-scale project, a
feat made more difﬁcult by
its rarity – there’s no historical precedent in the city for
an underground arts center,
and it will be one of the ﬁrst
in the country. New York City
opened its Fulton Center, an
underground art gallery that
showcases about 250 pieces,
last fall.
“When Julian ﬁrst started, they didn’t even want to
admit the space existed, they
just kind of wanted to forget
about it,” Agnese said.
The pair attributed the
holdup to different schools
of thinking between U.S.
and European architecture
companies. Overseas, Hunt
said, ﬁrms are more inclined
to renovate existing historical
sites, instead of increasing urban sprawl as U.S. companies
are inclined to do.
“It’s a general cultural issue. Coming from a city like

Barcelona, and from Europe
in general, there’s a greater
cultural investment in public
life and public space. You’re
kind of working against the
current here anyway,” Hunt
said. “The care of public space
… is just not evident here, not
built in the public consciousness. It’s something we want
to bring into debate.”
In 2010, the city ﬁnally relented and opened a request
for proposals to develop the
space. By that point, Hunt
had created the nonproﬁt arts
coalition and he submitted an
ofﬁcial proposal to the city
that outlined his plans.
Only one other organization submitted a proposal,
which Agnese dismissed as
“not even real.”
“Underground
spaces
are compelling, but they’re a
tough sell,” Agnese said.
Agnese, who was “in
love with the project,” met
Hunt at a fundraiser and regularly sent him emails asking to join the project. Hunt
“ﬁnally said, ‘Yeah,’” Agnese
said. That was ﬁve years ago,
making him the longest active member of the project
after Hunt.
It wasn’t until the end of
last year that the ﬁrm ofﬁcially obtained a ﬁve-and-a-half-

year lease that signed over
the entirety of the Dupont
Underground to its care.
In that time, Agnese said
the ﬁrm plans to make the
space livable again, which
includes adding running
water, electricity, public restrooms and other amenities. Agnese said he hopes to
have that accomplished by
the end of this year.
“Every day not spent
open is a day less on our
lease,” Agnese said. “Without
real forethought and planning and understanding the
space, it’ll probably fail.”

Designing the space

The underground is
teeming with promise and
possibilities.
Lined by white and blue
tile on one side and concave
pillars of cement on the other,
the tunnels stretch for miles.
They are completely empty,
save for a stash of ﬂashlights
by the 19th Street entrance
and a stack of plastic chairs
in a tiny electric supply closet.
“Can’t you see a fashion
show here?” Agnese said,
gesturing down the tunnel
with his ﬂashlight beam. “It’s
a blank slate. A concrete shell.”
A couple hundred feet
down the tunnel, he stops
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By the end of the year, the Arts Coalition for the Dupont Underground
hopes to rebuild 23,000 square feet of an abandoned trolley car station to
include running water, electricity and other amenities.

and turns toward the concrete wall.
“I can just see a furniture
company leasing this space
for a photoshoot. Imagine a
bright red sofa against this
wall,” he said.
As an architect and former architecture magazine
editor, Agnese has an extensive background in understanding how to make spaces
look good.
The process of choosing
which retailers to rent the

space will be based on both
vision and ﬁnances: While
Agnese said they would like
the underground space to become a cultural hub, he also
realizes it’s not feasible for a
nonproﬁt to single-handedly
pull off a $70 million project.
“We’re not getting any
public money and we’re not
going to assume we’ll get
public money. We’d like that
to change and hope the city
does invest in us,” Agnese
said.

Trekkies, rejoice: Museum of Science Fiction hopes to open in D.C.
RYAN LASKER
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Dust off your Wookiee costume
– a new sci-ﬁ museum could be
coming to a neighborhood near you.
As soon as this fall, a D.C.based nonproﬁt hopes to open
a Museum of Science Fiction in
D.C., featuring props from popular extra-terrestrial ﬁlms alongside high-tech exhibits on sci-ﬁ
novels.
Before the full museum opens
to starry-eyed fans, the group
plans to open the doors of a smaller preview museum late this year,
showing a few exhibits of undisclosed artifacts and multimedia
presentations of popular sci-ﬁ
feature ﬁlms and books.
The museum, run by about
100 volunteers, called on potential visitors to leave their mark on
the preview museum by submitting architectural designs for the

space. In a contest last fall, executives sifted through more than
460 applications for the perfect
rendering “to inform the actual
design for what will be a streetlevel, retail-sized mini museum
in the D.C. area,” said museum
spokesman Neeraj Agrawal.
Looking to its full-size counterpart, the museum is also hosting a concept art competition that
allows sci-ﬁ artists to submit art in
any medium that thematically relates to one of the museum’s seven proposed galleries, from “Time
Travels” to “Aliens, Creatures and
Altered Life.” A grand prize winner will receive $1,000.
Winning pieces will also be
used in promotional materials for
the museum. Submissions are due
Feb. 28 at 5 p.m.
“Concept art and science
ﬁction, they go hand in hand,”
Agrawal said. “We want to give
[science ﬁction artists] a chance to
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The Museum of Science Fiction’s small preview museum will include
architecture designs by local artists, who submitted their work last fall in
an open contest.

be rewarded for their craft.”
The museum is the brainchild
of the organization’s executive
director, Greg Viggiano. He said

while on a vacation in London, he
and his daughter were museumhopping, visiting all types of museums with different themes. He

sought out a science ﬁction museum to complement research for
a screenplay he was writing at the
time, but couldn’t ﬁnd one.
“I thought, ‘Gosh. That’s
weird. They’ve got museums for
everything else, but why isn’t
there a science ﬁction museum?’”
Viggiano said. “And then I started to discuss the idea with some
friends and they said, ‘Well, we’ve
got to do something about this.’”
The preview aims to draw bigname, science and math-driven
donor companies like Google and
eBay, with the goal to expand the
museum into a full-sized facility –
at a currently undecided location
– within the next three years.
Viggiano said the museum
aims to raise $5 million for its
initial preview museum. Last
spring, the museum failed to meet
an Indiegogo fundraising goal of
$160,000, falling about $110,000
short.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

SQUASH

The Colonials return to
their home court to right
the ship after a disappointing loss to La Salle
on Saturday.

The No. 8 women’s and
No. 17 men’s teams face
off against the Ephs after
the men host Navy on
Wednesday.

vs. Richmond
7 p.m. • Thursday

NUMBER
CRUNCH

6

vs. Williams
11 a.m. • Saturday

Number of schools, including GW, with both men’s and women’s basketball teams
ranked in the RPI top 25. Atlantic 10 rival Dayton, and Duke, Maryland, North
Carolina and Kentucky round out the list.

Non-conference results enough to keep A-10 in March mix
From Page 1
also including GW, in the
top 60.
It’s important for the Colonials that their league opponents be viewed as quality squads. The more NCAA
teams a conference wants, the
more teams that need to build
a NCAA-type resume in the
non-conference season. That
helps boost their fellow conference teams in the regular season, giving them what ESPN
College basketball analyst Joe
Lunardi called “scalp wins.”
He said Massachusetts
gave the A-10 prime in-conference scalp wins last season after Chaz Williams and
the Minutemen went 13-1 in
non-conference play, including a win over then-No. 19
New Mexico. Massachusetts’
extremely strong non-conference schedule made GW’s
win over the Minutemen in
the A-10 quarterﬁnals look

better – and its regular season
loss not look as bad.
Given that, how has the
A-10 been this year? “The
league has been frankly pretty pedestrian,” Lunardi said.
Lunardi released his ﬁrst
over/under values on NCAA
bids per conference last week.
The A-10 received a number
of 2.5, which does not include
a team that wins the postseason tournament in Brooklyn
to earn an automatic bid.
“If I had to bet a mortgage, I’d bet the under,” Lunardi said.
If the conference does get
a few teams, which will they
be? Lunardi has VCU and
GW in. Dayton is hanging
around despite the injuries.
Davidson has emerged as a
dark horse after a preseason
pick of 12 out of 14 and kept
up nicely with VCU in a sixpoint road loss.
“[GW is] the second-best
team in the league,” Lunardi

said. “I think VCU is a little
overrated. But I think they’re
very good. Overrated in the
sense that people were talking Final Four before the season – I didn’t see that.”
For the most part, A-10
men’s basketball coaches are
still sticking up for the conference. They praise GW’s
win at the Diamond Classic
in Hawaii, and say they have
something to prove to the rest
of the country.
But coaches can admit
some shortcomings this season. George Mason head
coach Paul Hewitt said his
team might have took on too
tough of a schedule in parts.
Massachusetts
head
coach Derek Kellogg agreed
that creating the ideal schedule is a difﬁcult art.
“It’s something that every year you got to look in a
mirror and decide what’s best
for your team and what’s best
for the conference,” Kellogg

said. “We’ll continue to try to
play well and carry the A-10
ﬂag wherever we go.”
Scheduling is tricky in
part because perceptions of
teams change throughout
the season. When GW lost
to Penn State and Seton Hall
early in the season, Lonergan
said he was worried, thinking
his Colonials had to at least
split them. Now with Seton
Hall’s emergence (the No.
19 Pirates have beaten Saint
John’s and Villanova) and the
lore the Nittany Lions carry
as a Big 10 team, Lonergan
thinks his team has had no
bad losses yet.
“It remains to be seen
[number of bids],” Smart
said. “It all depends on how
the conference standings
shake out. The last couple
years things have fallen almost perfect in terms of our
league maximizing its number of bids in the NCAA
tournament.”

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

Kevin Larsen dunks during GW’s appearance in the NCAA tournament. The Colonials were one of six A-10 teams to recieve a
bid to the tournament, tied for second most of any conference.

GW’s winning streak proves team can do it all
ALEX KIST
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

One year ago, an eightgame winning streak and a
3-0 mark in Atlantic 10 play
was spoiled in the women’s
basketball team’s 90-69 loss
to Dayton.
This season, the Colonials ﬂipped the books on
the preseason-favorite Flyers
when they picked up a road
win in the conference opener.
Since then, GW has secured wins against Saint Joseph’s and Richmond to go
to 3-0 in the conference yet
again, this time on a 12-game
winning streak, the longest
in eight years, with no signs
of slowing down.
The expectations for this
team were high, bolstered by
the league’s best frontcourt
in junior Jonquel Jones and
sophomore Caira Washington, but the Colonials look
ready to exceed them, and
not just because of their
one-two punch up front and
noteworthy +15.2 rebounding margin that conference
opponents have learned to
anticipate on game day.
“Sometimes you have
to understand, you’ve got
to play different ways to be
effective,” head coach Jona-
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The Colonials circle up before their win over Richmond on Saturday. GW is often noticed for a dominant frontcourt but have
used a versatile game to rack up 12 straight wins.

than Tsipis said.
Against Richmond on
Saturday, the Colonials struggled – relatively speaking –
off the boards in the ﬁrst half,
out-rebounding the Spiders
by just one. It can’t be said
they won without rebounding dominance as GW posted
a +12 rebounding margin by
the end of the game, which
helped the team pull away in
the second half, but they still
played half the contest without that signature thrashing
off the glass.

Just two games before,
against Dayton, the Colonials got their biggest win
of the season and their ﬁrst
game in which they lost the
rebounding margin simultaneously. GW ranks ﬁfth in
the A-10 in rebounding margin in conference games.
In the past three contests,
GW has run a more complex,
ﬁnessed offense. The Colonials have had higher assist
numbers and slightly fewer
turnovers, with the backcourt stepping up to help the

team through a tough stretch
of games in which they
couldn’t just bang their way
off the boards to a win.
Guards
Hannah
Schaible, Chakecia Miller
and Lauren Chase have
contributed steals, fast transitions and accurate entry
passes into the frontcourt.
After the game against Richmond, Tsipis said Schaible
and Miller had more movement in the second half, allowing the posts, like Jones
and Washington, to have
more options to get the ball
back out to the top of the key
if they ran into pressure situations.
In the Saint Joe’s matchup
Wednesday,
Chase
dropped back-to-back dimes
and ﬁnished the game with
four assists and seven total
points. Against Richmond,
the team as a whole had 21
assists to the opponent’s
nine. The Colonials have averaged 18.5 assists per game
in conference play, the best in
the A-10.
That’s higher than their
17.8 assist per game average,
and that number has been
skewed by games like GW’s
26-assist, 38-point blowout
of Grambling State.
GW still had 15 turn-

overs against Richmond, but
that’s less than the season average of 19.5. Tsipis also said
the Colonials take chances
to feed their transition game
and that he prefers they
throw the ball in the stands
than throw it short, which
could give an opponent an
easy drive to the basket if intercepted.
He added that the better
pass selection of his perimeter players has shaved off
some of the turnovers. The
Colonials also had just 15
against Saint Joe’s.
“We talked about it at
halftime. We have to have
a better connection, a better
pass,” Tsipis said. “I think at
times our guards get spoiled
with Jonquel and Caira, that

they just throw it up in the
air and expect them to go get
it every single time.”
Tsipis said he wants his
players to jump more in the
passing lane to pick up a steal
and force turnovers on opponents on the other end. GW
ranks ﬁfth in the conference
with a +0.13 turnover margin.
“When people play us,
people are going to be ﬁred
up because of right now,
where we sit,” Tsipis said.
“I think people understand
that we’ve played some
good basketball.”
Armed with this 12game win streak, GW will
head on the road for the
weekend, starting with a
matchup against Rhode Island on Thursday at 7 p.m.

