
This is part one of a three-part series 
chronicling an abusive relationship be-
tween two GW students. We cover how 
the relationship fell apart, the healing 
process and the intricacies of GW’s judi-
cial process. Parts two and three will be 
published over the next two weeks.

The female freshman and male 
sophomore met at a sorority’s lin-
gerie party in February of 2011. He 
comforted her after seeing her cry.

She said at fi rst he seemed 
charming, but as the relationship 
progressed, she started to notice 
red fl ags: He would overstep the 
boundaries she had set, contact her 
“relentlessly” and keep fi les of the 
photos of them together, as well as 
emails and screenshots of texts and 
Facebook chats they sent each other.

“I kind of ignored that and 
thought, ‘It’s a little bit strange, but 
the rest of this is very charming,’” 
she said. “I had felt he was very safe. 
I felt like it was the type of thing 
where if he liked me so much, he 
would want to protect me.”

The female student, as well as 
her family, friends and coworkers, 
were granted anonymity because of 
the sensitivity of the situation. While 
campus sexual assault has come into 
focus nationwide over the last year, 
the intricacies of dating violence are 
rarely discussed. This portrait of 
two GW students seeks to illustrate 

how dating violence is not black 
and white: The female student says 
she is not a “perfect victim” but still 
tried to protect herself, and the male 
student said he never intentionally 
hurt her.

This story is the fi rst in a three-
part series giving a close look at dat-
ing violence in a university setting: 

the inner-workings of a relationship, 
the University Counseling Center’s 
response to survivors of dating vio-
lence and GW’s judicial process.

Over the course of about four 
years, he allegedly threatened to 
kill her and her ex-boyfriend. He 
allegedly attacked her in a park off 
campus. He stalked her online and 

she punched him – not out of self-
defense – according to police reports 
and hours of interviews with The 
Hatchet. Both students also broke 
two No Contact orders that GW of-
fi cials put in place during their time 
as undergraduates.

Now in her second year of a 
joint-degree program at GW, the 

female graduate student says Uni-
versity offi cials have mishandled 
her case – taking days or weeks to 
respond to her emails and failing to 
reassure her that she had access to 
resources.

She obtained an Order of Pro-
tection through the D.C. court sys-
tem for the fi rst time last month — a 
decision she said was made because 
she has given up on GW’s ability to 
protect her. The male alumnus ac-
cepted the terms of the agreement 
with no admission of guilt.

A supplement attached to the 
protection order outlines incidents 
when the alumnus reportedly 
stalked the graduate student online. 
He emailed her 41 times between 
November 2014 and January 2015 
despite her requests to stop, includ-
ing 12 times in a three-hour period 
in December 2014, according to a 
copy of the document obtained by 
The Hatchet.

The ‘happiest times’
She was on a break with a boy-

friend from a different university 
during the spring of her freshman 
year, and she said she liked how the 
male GW student paid special at-
tention to her. She spent time with 
him and his friends, he went out 
for crepes with her when her mom 
came to visit, and he gave her a Tif-
fany necklace when she left D.C. for 
the summer.

When they got back to campus 
in fall 2011, they were inseparable 
until his year-long study abroad 
program began about a month into 
the semester. She said over those 
weeks, their relationship got more 
serious as they visited the Botanic 
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The female freshman 
met the male 
sophomore at the 
Alpha Epsilon Phi 
lingerie party.

The male student, 
now a junior, left 
for a year-long 
study abroad 
program.

The male student sent “some threatening emails 
about killing [the female student]” as well as another 
GW student and her former boyfriend on “numerous 
occasions,” according to a UPD report obtained by 
The Hatchet. A No Contact order was put in place.

The female student 
responded to the male 
student’s Facebook messages, 
reopening contact while the 
No Contact order was in place. 

The female student went abroad for a semester. 
During this time, she was raped and mugged by a 
stranger and roofied on a separate occasion, incidents 
she never reported. She remained in contact with the 
male student, who was now a senior. 

The female student removed 
the No Contact order. The 
female student began dating 
the male student again 
when she returned to 
campus, but their 
relationship became toxic.

The male student attacked the female student in a park 
near E Street and Virginia Avenue, according to a UPD 
report obtained by The Hatchet. He “grabbed her purse 
and would not let go.” When the female student 
grabbed her purse back, the male student “grabbed her 
and pinned her to the railing over the highway,” 
according to the report. He denied attacking her.

A second No Contact order was put in place, 
which also banned the female student from 
entering the male student’s residence hall. 
The second No Contact order was to remain in 
place until 2016, according to an agreement 
with the University that was obtained by The 
Hatchet. 

The female student completed her undergraduate 
degree in three years and began a joint-degree 
graduate program at GW. A University 
spokeswoman confirmed that the male student 
graduated from GW and has not been enrolled 
since 2013. 

A GW graduate student's experience with dating violence

A portrait of dating violence on campus

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
A GW alumnus reportedly attacked a female graduate student in a park on E Street and Virginia Avenue in March 
2013,  according to a University Police Department report. When she prepared to leave, the alumnus “grabbed her 
purse and would not let go,” and when she pulled her purse back, he “grabbed her and pinned her to the railing over 
the highway,” according to the UPD report.
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Sophomore Curtis Lingenfelter leads a group of prospective 
students on a tour of campus. GW accepted about 45 percent 
of all applicants for the undergraduate Class of 2019.

Amid budget woes, GW looks to 
increase undergraduate enrollment

GW’s undergraduate 
admission rate has jumped 
13 percentage points over 
the past two years, part of a 
strategy that administrators 
say will help the University 
cope with a series of damag-
ing budget cuts.

The University accepted 
about 45 percent of all appli-
cants for the incoming under-
graduate class — the highest 
admission rate in at least a 
decade. That decision was 
made with hopes of more stu-
dents choosing to attend GW, 
which would mean a slightly 
larger class size to boost reve-
nue after two years of missed 
projections.

Before last year, GW’s 
acceptance rate had hovered 
at about 33 percent. Provost 
Steven Lerman said the shift 
came after graduate enroll-
ment declined by about 1,200 
students at the University, 
which relies on tuition dol-
lars for about 75 percent of its 
revenue.

Experts say universities 
are turning to undergradu-
ates to recover from a nation-
wide drop in graduate en-
rollment, but accepting more 
students comes at a cost to 

both selectivity and national 
rankings.

Lerman said he and other 
administrators planned to 
increase the size of the under-
graduate class to make up for 
spots that graduate students 
would have originally taken. 
The admissions offi ce plans 
to enroll between 2,500 and 
2,550 undergraduate stu-
dents, an increase of 150 to 
200 students.

He said the University 
hopes to bring the number of 
students on campus closer to 
the D.C.-imposed enrollment 
cap, which limits full-time 

undergraduate enrollment 
to 16,553. GW currently has 
15,085 full-time, undergradu-
ate students.

“My expectation is we 
will start to move back up 
toward the cap and have to 
manage around that,” Ler-
man said.

He added that because of 
how reliant the University is 
on tuition revenue, budget-
ing “comes into play” when 
determining the size of a new 
class. In 2013, the University 
hired Laurie Koehler, its fi rst 
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Five years at GW 
marked by harassment, 
stalking and trauma

Trustees lay out 
plan to approve 
major revisions

Faculty demand say in 
fi nal stages of code changes

Faculty say the Board of 
Trustees has breached their 
trust by cutting them out of 
making major changes to 
how professors help govern 
the University.

Many professors said 
trustees are ignoring GW’s 
shared governance prin-
ciples by rushing to confi rm 
revisions to the faculty code 
this spring. They said they 
want the board to follow 
past precedents and col-
laborate with the Faculty 
Senate before making fi nal 
decisions.

Eight professors said in 
interviews that while they 
had concerns about some 
specifi c proposals, such 
as making trustees voting 
members of dean search 
committees, they were more 
worried that the overall pro-
cess could lead to having a 

weaker role in shared gov-
ernance in the future.

Several said they had 
never before seen such a 
wide group of faculty mem-
bers so vocal about a par-
ticular topic during their 
time at GW. In recent years, 
faculty have been involved 
in overhauling policies like 
the sexual harassment and 
sexual violence policy and 
forming the strategic plan.

“I’ve been at GW for a 
while, and GW has had a 
fairly sleepy faculty in terms 
of activism,” said Gayle 
Wald, an English professor 
and Faculty Senate member. 
“So the fact that this has wo-
ken up faculty, the fact that 
the Faculty Association has 

been formed and we have 
a more energetic senate, is a 
direct result as what is per-
ceived as direct attacks on 
faculty governance.”

Faculty attended town 
hall meetings with trustees 
last week, which will con-
tinue through this week 
leading up to a Faculty Sen-
ate meeting Friday. More 
than a dozen professors 
have also posted about the 
issue in an online forum.

The chair of the Faculty 
Senate’s executive commit-
tee, Charles Garris, said he 
was concerned that the sen-
ate wouldn’t have a chance 
to vote on the fi nal word-
ing of the code — which 
he said indicates that “the 
role of faculty in University 
decision-making is being di-
minished.”

At last month’s sen-
ate meeting, Garris told the 
group of about 40 profes-
sors that the board’s plan 
is to complete the revisions 
by the end of this academic 
year. The senate wasn’t in-
volved in creating that time-
line, he said in an interview 
last week.

MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE 
NEWS EDITOR
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Not surprisingly, the 
content of not all but 
many of the proposals 

are also similarly 
eroding faculty shared 

governance.

ANDREW ZIMMERMAN
Faculty Association 

president

See FACULTY Page 5
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RallyiNG 
aROuNd 
the MusiC 
depaRtMeNt
Alumni bands such as 
Holychild voiced their 
support for student 
protests against music 
department cuts. 
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ap CRedits 
tO COuNt FOR 
G-paC
Faculty approved a 
resolution that will allow 
outside credits to count 
toward G-PAC, in an effort 
to attract students and 
cut back on the number 
of restrictions imposed on 
students’ schedules. 

Monday, april 6

JORDAN MCDONALD | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Hundreds gathered on the National Mall on Saturday to smack each other with pillows during the seventh annual International Pillow Fight 
Day, an event that turns urban spaces into playgrounds.

MeN’s RiGhts 
at Gw 
Contributing opinions editor 
Sarah Blugis’ offered her 
satirical take on men’s rights 
activism in our April Fool’s 
edition.

Performers at this year’s Spring Fling 
included Joe Ramón, 3LAU and Theophilus 
London.
video by sarah Mann.

It was difficult, especially in my 
weakest moments because he’d never 
stop contacting me, and then in my 
weakest moments to know, ‘Oh, I 
can write back and he’s gonna read it 
and tell me I’m beautiful and tell me 
he still loves me and tell me I’m just 
amazing.

Making Queer a Career: a 
panel discussion
Consider using your GW degree to do 
good in the LGBT community, and get 
advice at this panel discussion.
6:30 p.m. • Marvin Center

writing and publishing on Climate 
Change
Step into a researcher’s mind to see the 
challenges behind researching climate 
change and spreading the word.
11 a.m. • Gelman Library

a FeMale GRaduate studeNt on why it 
was hard to cut off contact with her ex-
boyfriend, a GW alumnus.

thursday, april 9

siMple assault
University Mall
3/25/15 – 5 p.m.
Case closed
A female student reported being assaulted 
by a group of middle school age kids. The 
Metropolitan Police Department was notified 
and responded.
No suspects or witnesses

disORdeRly CONduCt/liQuOR law viOlatiON
H and 20th streets
3/28/15 – 1:05 a.m.
Case closed
A female subject was seen urinating in public. 
She was stopped and it was determined that she 
was intoxicated. She identified herself as a GW 
student and was transported to GW Hospital for 
treatment of her intoxication.
Referred for disciplinary action

lewd, iNdeCeNt OR ObsCeNe aCts 
Fulbright Hall
3/28/15 – 4:20 a.m.
Case closed
Two students were found engaged in indecent 
acts in the basement. One of the students was 
naked and the other was half-naked. After 
getting dressed independently the two students 
stated the activity was consensual.
Referred for disciplinary action

hippo hustle 5k
Out-run your fellow hippos in a 5K by 
the Potomac River, and bring your gently 
used sneakers to donate, too.
9:30 a.m. • Georgetown Waterfront Park

saturday, april 11

visualized BY ANNA MCGARRIGLE

wednesday, april 8
sum + its parts, works by pat 
autenrieth
Head over to the Corcoran School of 
the Arts and Design to take a look at 
Professor Pat Autenrieth’s work with 
quilts.
6 p.m. • Corcoran Gallery of Art 

it’s CHERRY BLOSSOM SEASON
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Peak bloom in average year
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National Park Service 
peak bloom forecast

Capital Weather Service peak 
bloom forecast

Somei-Yoshino variety trees 
surround the Tidal Basin 
while the White House 
grounds are planted with 
the Gyoiko variety.

3,020 
Japanese cherry 
trees arrived in 1912

12 varieties of 
“Prunus serrulata”
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Officials have laid out 
an eight-year plan for the 
business school to pay back 
the roughly $13 million it 
owes the University – the 
first steps taken in two years 
to remedy the overspending 
that led to the firing of its 
former dean.

The school will spend six 
years paying back roughly 
$6.5 million starting in 2017, 
while the other half of the 
bill will be taken out of the 
provost office’s budget over 
six years starting in July. 
But now that the plan has 
been approved, it’s setting 
up a potential battle within 
the school for what areas 
will have to be cut to afford 
making the payments.

The school will have 
to weather two rounds of 
cuts: One next year as part 
of a University-wide budget 
crunch, and another to make 
up for the 2012 overspending.

When Provost Steven 
Lerman announced the 
details of the repayment plan 
at a faculty meeting at the 
end of last month, faculty 
members debated where cuts 
could be made, including 

areas like travel expenses, and 
whether to cut administrator 
positions, faculty who 
were present said. Others 
criticized the plan and said 
the University should have 
decided to forgive the deficit.

Lerman said it’s a 
“judgment call” to have 
University officials figure out 
who is responsible for making 
the payments on the deficit. 
The timeline is set for eight 
years to allow the school to 
continue functioning without 
placing too much of a burden 
on it, he added.

Schools and 
administrative department 
budgets are already being cut 
by about 5 percent this year 
after the University missed 
revenue projections overall.

Lerman said GW decided 
to delay when the school 
would have to pay back the 
$13 million because if the 
two cuts came at the same 
time, it would likely stress the 
business school too much.

“We tried to minimize 
the short-term effect because 
it is a tough budget year 
so not to add an additional 
burden, and give the school 
opportunities for growth 
that could then fund all 
that repayment rather than 

burdening them,” he said.
James Bailey, a professor 

of management, said in an 
email that it doesn’t appear 
that cuts will be made to the 
school’s programs, including 
curriculum revisions and 
the creation of an MBA 
geared toward analyzing 
digital data. He said faculty 
research funds would not be 
impacted.

“If GWSB ‘owes’ 
anything, no impact on 
quality is discernible,” Bailey 
said.

Lerman suggested 
that travel costs be cut. 
One faculty member who 
attended the meeting said 
some top administrator 
spots in the business school 
would remain open for 
longer than usual if an official 

steps down. He spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
because he thought the plan 
was controversial.

“[Lerman] made it clear 
they are not going to cut from 
faculty costs,” the faculty 
member said. “[The business 
school is] not going to going 
to slow down faculty hiring 
or faculty pay.”

The overspending from 
two years ago led to former 
dean Doug Guthrie’s firing 
in a highly public showdown 
over whether the school’s 
leaders had used money that 
belonged to GW. Faculty then 
criticized officials for taking 
more of the school’s revenues 
to padGW’s administrative 
budget than previously 
expected.

The business school 

won’t necessarily have to 
make equal payments every 
year, Lerman said.

Higher education finance 
experts say the delay will 
help the school prepare for 
the increased expenses and 
prevent more deficits in the 
short term.

The roughly $13 million 
deficit was about 25 percent 
of the school’s budget at the 
time. Much of that spending 
went toward creating online 
and executive education 
programs, which both 
typically have high start-
up costs but can help boost 
revenue from increased 
tuition dollars in the long 
term.

Robert Van Order, the 
chair of the school’s finance 
department, said the about 

60 faculty members at the 
meeting discussed where 
the burden should fall. Some 
faculty thought the University 
should forgive the $13 million 
budget deficit altogether 
because it was incurred two 
years ago. Others argued that 
because the school did spend 
the money, it should be the 
one to return it.

“This isn’t funny money. 
This is real money,” Van 
Order said. “Like other debts, 
it should be paid back.”

But Van Order said 
determining how to repay 
the money is complicated 
because of factors like who 
is most responsible to pay, 
adding that it is “more like 
moving a big battleship than 
moving a jet plane.”

The business school’s 
current dean, Linda 
Livingstone, declined to 
comment on the how the 
plan’s specific timeline was 
created or how the cuts 
would affect faculty, students 
and the school’s programs. 
She was a decision maker in 
the repayment plan, along 
with Lerman, Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer Lou 
Katz and some business 
school staff, Lerman said.

 “So all in all, if you ask 
me, it is a considerate paying 
back schedule,” the faculty 
member said. “Although 
some of the faculty thought 
it wouldn’t be fair to burden 
the new dean with the old 
dean’s sins.”

The faculty member said 
this repayment schedule 
could act as a precedent for 
future budget mishaps.

“The University doesn’t 
have any other option to 
make the schools pay this 
back,” the professor said. 
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Business school plans for cuts to pay back 
$13 million deficit from former dean’s tenure

IN BrIEf

GW kicked off a search 
for the director of a new 
research center that will 
focus on how faculty teach 
science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics 
courses to undergraduates.

The Undergraduate 
STEM Academy will link 
professors from the Co-
lumbian College of Arts 
and Sciences, the School of 
Engineering and Applied 
Science and the Graduate 
School of Education and 
Human Development. It 
will first look at how STEM 
courses are taught and 
could eventually share its 
findings with other univer-
sities.

Provost Steven Lerman 
said a STEM education cen-
ter would bring together 
faculty who are already 
interested in the topic, and 
that more than 20 profes-
sors attended an initial in-
terest meeting. Professors 
have met throughout the 
past year to discuss what 
the center might look like, 

but Lerman said a director 
would help round out its 
mission.

“We are looking for 
someone to be a senior 
academic leader who can 
bring their own sense of 
where to go with the STEM 
Academy but also draw 
in more faculty and work 
collaboratively with them,” 
Lerman said.

He did not specify a 
timeline for the search dur-
ing an interview, but the 
online job posting states the 
proposed start date as July 
1. The posting also states 
that application reviews be-
gan April 1.

The director will play a 
role in shaping the center’s 
mission, Lerman said. In 
addition to examining how 
to teach STEM courses, the 
center could encourage 
more GW students to be-
come STEM teachers.

The strategic plan calls 
for spending between $2 
million and $4 million to 
create the academy.

Committee prepares for 
launch of Undergraduate 
STEM Academy

–Sadie ruben
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School of Business
$6.5 million

Office of the Provost
$6.5 million

Repaying former Dean Doug 
Guthrie’s overspending

$13 
million

After budget cuts, record-high acceptance rate 
From Page 1

senior associate provost for 
enrollment management – a 
position growing in populari-
ty for schools looking to focus 
on how admissions factors 
into budgeting decisions.

“Tuition revenue is di-
rectly related to enrollment, 
so the revenue forecast for the 
whole University is triggered 
not entirely but very much 
by enrollment, both graduate 
and undergraduate,” Lerman 
said. “So they are linked.”

Lerman said in a Febru-
ary interview that GW will 
have to delay parts of its 
strategic plan after missing 
revenue targets for the sec-
ond year in a row. Divisions 
across the University will face 
5 percent budget cuts in the 
coming months.

He said last week that 
some faculty who had previ-
ously taught graduate stu-

dents will shift to undergrad-
uate courses, but he didn’t 
expect there to be large num-
bers of professors changing 
their coursework or increas-
ing their course loads.

“By having so much few-
er graduate students than we 
had at our peak and having 
so many more undergradu-
ates, we still have the capac-
ity in terms of classrooms and 
faculty to teach them,” Ler-
man said.

Koehler said the percent-
age of accepted students in-
creased because the overall 
pool of applicants was “aca-
demically stronger” than in 
past years. The median SAT 
score increased by 10 points 
and the median high school 
GPA has increased by nearly 
0.2 since 2009, when that fig-
ure was 3.57.

She said that as more stu-
dents apply to a larger num-
ber of universities, GW will 

have to accept more appli-
cants to hit target class sizes.

“As we continue to see 
our applicant and admitted 
student pools grow stronger, 
we will need to admit more 
students to enroll the same 
number,” Koehler said in an 
email.

Historically, roughly 30 
percent of accepted students 
enroll at the University, a 
number that is commonly 
called the yield rate.

Anna Ivey, a former dean 
of admissions at the Univer-
sity of Chicago Law School, 
said admissions officers will 
sometimes lean in favor of ac-
cepting too many students to 
make sure classroom quotas 
are met and classes are at full 
capacity.

“Each seat in the class 
that goes unfilled is a huge 
revenue hit for the college,” 
she said in an email. GW is 
one of a few schools not ac-

cepting fewer students. Out 
of seven peer institutions for 
which data was available, 
only Boston and Emory uni-
versities also increased their 
acceptance rates.

Compared to those seven 
peers with available data, 
GW had the highest admis-
sions rate for the Class of 
2019 by 11 percentage points. 
Boston University came in 
second with 32 percent.

American University, 
which did not yet have data 
available for this year, accept-
ed 46 percent of its applicants 
last year.

GW received 19,780 ap-
plications this year, an in-
crease of more than 700 from 
last year. The number of 
applicants dropped signifi-
cantly in 2014, a change ad-
ministrators attributed to the 
University’s switch to only 
accepting the Common Ap-
plication. Forty-three percent 

of applicants were accepted 
to the Class of 2018.

Ramin Sedehi, a former 
vice dean at the University of 
Pennsylvania and the head of 
Berkeley Research Group’s 
Higher Education Consult-
ing practice, said universities 
facing enrollment issues are 
also increasing the percent-
age of applicants they accept 
to reach class size quotas.

He said that as long as 
a university still has signifi-
cantly more applicants than 
slots, and those applicants 
maintain similar test scores 
and GPAs compared to past 
groups, the institution won’t 
take a hit in rankings.

“If you look at the very 
top schools – Harvard, Penn, 
Princeton – it’s not happen-
ing at that level because they 
have so many more appli-
cants,” Sedehi said. “But if 
you look at universities with 
much lower rankings than 

GW’s, not only are they ad-
mitting students at very, very 
high rates, but their standards 
are also dropping.”

Charles Garris, a profes-
sor of mechanical and aero-
space engineering and the 
chair of the Faculty Senate’s 
executive committee, said 
an increase in acceptances 
would only be concerning 
if it meant less-qualified stu-
dents were taking spots in-
tended for more competent 
students.

He said GW should 
make sure its class sizes re-
main small and the kind of 
individualized attention that 
students have become accus-
tomed to isn’t ignored for the 
sake of having more students 
in each course.

“If the enrollment be-
comes too big, then it be-
comes very difficult to handle 
the students and give them 
personal attention,” he said.

JACqUELINE ThoMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

This year’s winners 
in the race for the Stu-
dent Association’s top 
two posts show that vic-
tory and heavy campaign 
spending don’t always 
go hand in hand.

Both candidates elect-
ed to the SA’s top spots 
spent the least compared 
to their competitors. An-
die Dowd, who clinched 
the presidency with more 
than 52 percent of the 
vote, spent less than $500 
on her campaign. Casey 
Syron, who will be the 
SA’s next executive vice 
president, spent less than 
$150, an amount he said 
he thought was still too 
much.

“My goal was to only 
spend $100 because I 
work two jobs, so I pay 
for everything myself,” 
Syron said. “So I was 
kind of upset because I 
went over it by $47.”

Syron put the major-
ity of his money toward 
his website, which he de-
signed himself using an 

online hosting service. 
Those costs totaled $55, 
more than a third of his 
total expenses. He also 
paid for posters, a dry 
erase board, a marker 
and chalk.

Historically, SA elec-
tion winners have spent 
more than their com-
petitors. Presidential 
and EVP candidates can 
spend or claim up to 
$1,000 worth of expenses. 
U-at-Large senate candi-
dates are capped at $750 
and all other senate can-
didates can spend up to 
$500.

Past winning presi-
dential candidates have 
neared the spending 
limits, with Julia Susuni-
spending more than $960 
in 2013 – which was more 
than double the amount 
her competitors spent 
combined. Four out of 
the five 2011 presidential 
hopefuls spent more than 
$900 on their campaigns.

SA President Nick 
Gumas spent more than 
$750 last year, while his 
competitor spent about 
$400. EVP Avra Bossov 

claimed more than $960 
in expenditures. The oth-
er two EVP candidates 
spent $240 and $28.

Ben Pryde, the run-
ner-up in this year’s 
presidential race, has 
declined to provide the 
Joint Elections Commit-
tee with his expenditures 
report, violating JEC 
rules. Zachary Speck, the 
chair of the JEC, said the 
group will not pursue 
charges against Pryde be-
cause the hearing would 
have no impact on the 
outcome of an election.

Alex Cho, who lost 
a bid for SA president, 
spent about $975 on his 
campaign. That spend-
ing included $50 on a rap 
about his campaign pro-
duced by his friend. Cho 
spent more than $420 on 
120 posters and 3,000 fly-
ers, and an additional 
$79.85 on 100 buttons.

Carlo Wood, an SA 
senator who ran for EVP, 
said he will propose a bill 
at the senate’s next meet-
ing to cap spending at 
half the current amounts. 
A similar bill was consid-

ered in January but failed 
to pass.

Wood, who spent 
more than $200 on his 
campaign, said this year’s 
races prove that students 
don’t need to spend as 
much money as they have 
in the past to win.

“Essentially our main 
fight is that there’s really 
no correlation between 
the amount of money 
that you spend and the 
amount of votes you 
get,” Wood said.

Dowd said she would 
support more limits on 
campaign spending be-
cause of how large a sum 
$1,000 is to a college stu-
dent. She claimed a $459 
for her winning cam-
paign — which she used 
to buy palm cards, Face-
book Ads, posters and 
buttons.

Dowd said her and 
Syron’s relatively low 
spending could set a 
precedent for future stu-
dent leaders.

“It’s really encourag-
ing and encourages other 
people to do the same,” 
she said.

Lower spending by winners marks 
change in SA campaign trends

HATCHET FILE PHOTO
Former business school dean Doug Guthrie was fired in 2012 after officials found out he overspent 
the school’s budget by more than $13 million.
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An open music department improved my life at GW in 
ways beyond measure, and seeing that door close to

others is heartbreaking.
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–SENIOR ALEX MAKUCH, on the impact of recent cuts to the music department • March 27
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One on One
FINDING TELEVISION’S POLITICAL TAKEAWAYS

Jaggar DeMarco
Columnist

Justin Peligri
Senior Columnist

“Consume consciously,” urged 
actress and transgender activist La-
verne Cox during her talk in Lisner 
Auditorium last week. She was re-
ferring to television, radio, fashion 
– anything with potentially deeper, 
more controversial meanings than 
whatever appears on the surface.

In this edition of “One on One,” 
two Hatchet columnists discuss so-
cially conscious television-viewing 
in the context of some of their favor-
ite programs: “Looking,” “Girls.”

All three of these shows portray 
people who have recently gradu-
ated college – hence our interest in 
them. And, for all their differences, 
they have one thing in common: 
They each, often subliminally, ex-
plore political and social issues that 
can drive campus conversation.

JUSTIN PELIGRI: Recently, I’ve 
found it seemingly impossible to 
watch a show without politicizing 
its plot in some way.

My roommates will tell you: I 
have often gotten up and walked 
away in the middle of an episode of 
HBO’s “Looking” – now canceled 
because of poor ratings – after be-
coming frustrated with unchecked 
homophobic commentary.

JAGGAR DEMARCO: I’ve 
watched “Looking” as well and 
agree with many of the critics who 
say it’s pretty boring. I couldn’t re-
ally fi nd myself relating to any of the 
characters.

It seems like the creators of 
“Looking” think they’re more sharp 
and nuanced than they actually are. 
As political communication stu-
dents, we often think about political 
messaging, but in this show, it seems 

like the political commentary falls 
fl at on its face.

JP: It falls fl at because there isn’t a 
character on the show who is ag-
gressively pointing out the other 
characters’ fl aws. That’s my prob-
lem: People just watch that and 
think, “Oh, it’s OK to participate in 
self-hate.”

There’s nothing wrong with 
taking HIV medication, having an 
interest in gay activism or being in 
an interracial relationship – but the 
lead character thinks there is. And 
he gets away with his bigotry.

JD: “Looking” is one of the few 
shows explicitly dealing with gay 
issues, and I think that’s driving 
your angst about potentially dam-
aging messages. This is one of the 
only representations the community 
has, and it’s pretty ignorant. But oth-
ers have labeled shows like “Girls” 
problematic, too.

The thing about “Girls” is that 
we all know people like Hannah 
Horvath and her uppity friends – or, 
at least, we know that’s what some 
of our friends will turn out to be like 
in a few years. The point is that there 
are a ton of different representations 
out there for television consumers 
to gravitate toward and fi nd social 
messages.

JP: Right. But the reason this show 
is so watchable – and doesn’t trigger 
my political sensibilities as much – 
has nothing to do with a lack of con-
troversial themes.

The show can also be seen as 
socially problematic in some ways, 
since it pigeonholes recent female 
college graduates into a very preten-

tious, self-consumed category.
Maybe I’m not as bothered 

by the offensive nature of the plot 
because the script is so perfect. It 
seems like every joke or political 
point lands.

JD: And in my eyes, nobody can say 
anything bad about Lena Dunham, 
who plays Hannah. She’s brilliant 
as an actress, producer and writer – 
and regardless of whether you like 
her or hate her, I think we can all 
agree on that point.

JP: At the end of the day, maybe a 
show should stay away from po-
litical themes, like the issue of HIV, 
or the examples we’ve seen in our 
other favorite shows.

JD: I disagree – that could have a 
chilling effect. The drawbacks of 
shows failing in their attempts 
at political messaging does 
not outweigh the benefi t of 
the shows that get it right. For 
example, “Girls” manages to 
discuss sex-positive themes in 
smart ways and has a multi-
tude of voices to provide more 
than one perspective on tough 
concepts. 

When TV shows depict 
communities fairly, accurately 
and without gender or sexual-
ity-based stereotypes, they can real-
ly help a community and contribute 
to changes in public opinion.

It’s not going to be perfect, but 
there should be some attempt to 
make political statements and help 
educate people who aren’t aware. 
We should applaud shows that 
make the effort – and watch them 
even though they’re not perfect.

The University’s contract with its food 
provider, Sodexo, is up in 2016 – and every-
one and their brother seems to have an opin-
ion about it.

Campus dining came up consistently 
during last month’s Student Association 
elections, with four of the six candidates for  
top posts proposing ways to change or over-
haul the system. Last week, campus activ-
ists started a petition calling for “real food 
and real jobs,” and the University sent out a 
survey to gauge students’ on-campus dining 
experiences.

But all this talk is predicated on the idea 
that GW needs a large dining hall. Simply 
put, it doesn’t. It’s an unrealistic and unnec-
essary goal to strive for, and it’s time we give 
up on the idea.

It’s time for the University to take a min-
imalist approach to campus dining. All stu-
dents really need from a dining hall in Fog-
gy Bottom is the basics: a few food vendors 
that meet their needs. GW can convert the 
remaining square footage into student space 
with a relaxed, lounge-like atmosphere.

Many have it in their minds that J Street 
should be a full-fl edged cafeteria. That’s 
clear from the ample discussion about din-
ing during the SA elections – SA Executive 
Vice President-elect Casey Syron, for exam-
ple, proposed a move away from J Street’s 
current pay-by-weight system to one based 
on swipes. But realistically, there’s no need 
for an elaborate dining hall when we have 
so many nearby food options and there are 
kitchens in most residence halls. Leave that 
to the Mount Vernon Campus, where the 
residents get their food almost exclusively 
at Sodexo-operated Zime and Pelham Com-
mons.

If we continue to work off the assump-
tion that the Foggy Bottom Campus needs a 
behemoth dining hall, J Street will fall short 
in comparison to more popular options like 
Whole Foods, Sweetgreen, the GW Deli and 
Chipotle. If the University lowers the expec-
tations it has for the dining hall – to a stan-
dard more attainable – and aims to make it 

more useful for students, it may have a de-
cent shot at ridding J Street of its negative 
reputation.

It’s obvious that dining at GW – specifi -
cally its cornerstone, J Street – is in trouble. 
Any freshman who’s been on campus more 
than a few weeks has already internal-
ized that J Street is a dirty word. It’s been 
plagued by complaints about poor quality, 
high prices and unattractive food options.

J Street will never be the one go-to food 
option for students. The other options on 
and near campus will always be better and 
cheaper. And when District House opens in 
the fall of 2016, with its own food options 
right next door to J Street, that will be even 
more the case.

By no means is it time to completely 
eliminate J Street: GW still has a duty to 
provide its community members – students, 
faculty and staff – with on-campus food op-
tions, particularly niche ones. The Universi-
ty provides our bedrooms, recreational areas 
and study spaces. It should supply a dining 
space as well to round out our facilities.

On Foggy Bottom, GW should also fi ll 
in the gaps for students with dietary restric-
tions – like vegan students, or those who 
keep Kosher or Halal – while offering one 
vendor with solid lunch options and one 
that serves coffee. And keep Auntie Anne’s, 
of course.

It’s also important for the University 
to show prospective students – and their 
parents – that GW-sanctioned food can be 
purchased with Dining Dollars right in the 

center of campus. A dining hall is crucial to 
the classic college experience, and just be-
cause GW is a city school doesn’t mean par-
ents who perhaps went to a more traditional 
college won’t be looking for one when they 
visit Foggy Bottom with their kids.

The University can serve that need and 
then some. If J Street were scaled down to 
provide just a few options, not only might 
it be able to extend its hours – none of the 
vendor are currently open on weekends, for 
instance – but the remaining square footage 
could be converted into student space.

Student space is one of those peren-
nial GW problems. But imagine if what are 
now the under-utilized portions of J Street 
became coveted spots to study or meet for 
lunch. It could be a comfortable space with 
a coffee-shop vibe and maybe even a few 
pool tables – why not bring back the casual, 
fun atmosphere that left the Marvin Center 
when its bowling alley, the Hippodrome, 
shuttered in 2011?

A large chunk of what’s currently J Street 
could be a campus hub that tour guides 
show off each day, where students are seen 
relaxing and studying between classes or be-
fore meetings. Students come in and out of 
the Marvin Center constantly as is – it holds 
student organization offi ces, the bookstore, 
the Colonial Health Center, and fi nancial 
and registration services. It could become 
an even more robust student center if it also 
had a relaxed atmosphere.

Regardless of the specifi cs, it’s essential 
that the fi rst fl oor of the Marvin Center re-
mains one for student use. If the University 
ever scaled down J Street, the leftover space 
absolutely should belong to students, who 
have been fi ghting for student space for 
years. It shouldn’t be turned into offi ces, be 
used as meeting space or serve administra-
tive interests.

Conversations about how to “fi x” J 
Street won’t be productive. Instead, let’s be 
clear about what we want from our campus 
dining in general: nothing more than what 
we need.

To ease J Street’s problems, take a minimalist approach

Don’t be fooled by 
Greek life stereotypes

Head to 
gwhatchet.
com/opinions 
to read the 
full versions 
of this week’s 
column and 
our One on 
One.
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From the outside, Greek life 
looks like a convoluted mess of 
foreign terminology and repeti-
tive songs. It wasn’t until I went 
through the recruitment process 
my sophomore year and joined 
Delta Gamma that I fi nally found some clarity. It can be tough to 
deconstruct the many stereotypes associated with Greek life for 
yourself unless you get involved. For those of you who aren’t, here 
are some insights into fraternity and sorority life.

Greek life is not about assimilation.
For many, widespread stereotypes are the only information re-

garding Greek life available prior to actually coming to college and 
witnessing the culture fi rsthand. But contrary to what Hollywood 
propagates in its portrayals, Greek life is not about mindless assimi-
lation into a narrow image.

We are individuals who use Greek life as a way to meet like-
minded students. The objective of Greek life is not to mold you 
into a cookie-cutter, carbon copy of someone. It’s to nurture the in-
dividuality that makes you who you are. Within each sorority or 
fraternity, you will fi nd a community to encourage your growth as 
an individual, whether it be a friend connecting you to your dream 
internship or someone willing to waste a Saturday binge-watching 
a TV show with you.

We’re not all promiscuous alcoholics with 
questionable morals.

This is yet another disparaging stereotype regarding Greek life 
for which we can thank the media. But I’d argue that alcohol’s ubiq-
uitous presence is not so much a hallmark of Greek life communi-
ties – it’s just a part of general college culture.

Sororities and fraternities, at their foundations, are social groups 
and thus are more inclined to drink than perhaps a study group 
may be – and that could account for some of the higher rates of 
drinking in Greek life. Greek life members aren’t helped by the 
fact that often, their branding means that when they drink, peo-
ple notice. That means sororities and fraternities are tied more 
closely to party culture.

I did not pay for my friends.
“So you’re like ... paying for friends?” The question plagued 

my fi rst trip home after joining a sorority this year. Yes, you 
are expected to pay certain fees for your sorority or fraternity 
membership. Yes, your acceptance into the group hinges upon 
whether you pay those dues in full. No, I’m not paying for 

friends.
The concept of dues or a membership fee is not exclusive 

to Greek life. In any organization, you’ll fi nd that certain fees are 
necessary to maintain a suitable budget. Dues are deposited into 
the group’s fi nancial account, and the money is later allocated for 
professional and social events, such as sisterhood or brotherhood 
activities and philanthropy events. Every dollar you put in comes 
back to you in one form or another.

—Sasha Kobliha, a sophomore majoring in anthropology and 
member of Delta Gamma, is a Hatchet opinions writer. 

If we continue to work off the 
assumption that the Foggy 
Bottom Campus needs a 

behemoth dining hall, J Street will 
fall short in comparison to more 

popular options.

Sasha Kobliha
Writer



“The executive committee and 
the Faculty Senate has been push-
ing for a long time to carry this over 
to the next year, to take a look at 
things one piece at a time through 
our senate committees,” he said. “I 
disagree strongly with the idea of 
an approach where it has not gone 
through the Faculty Senate commit-
tees.”

Feeling left out of the revision 
process 

Friday’s Faculty Senate meeting 
will include a discussion about the 
proposed changes. Members of the 
Board of Trustees, including Mad-
eleine Jacobs, who oversaw the fac-
ulty code revision process this year, 
are set to attend.

At the March meeting, many 
senators expressed concerns about 
not voting on the revisions, and not-
ed that some changes could require 
approval from a faculty assembly.

Instead, according to the sched-
ule Garris laid out, the executive 
committee will meet with some 
trustees to further discuss the revi-
sions later this month, before trust-
ees vote on a final version at either 
their May meeting or June retreat.

Garris said that schedule was 
unexpected because it differed from 
how professors and trustees worked 
together last year to approve a new 
definition of academic freedom. 
Both groups approved that over-

haul last spring.
“We had expected and we had 

hoped that model would continue,” 
he said.

Wald said the process seemed 
rushed and that faculty felt alien-
ated.

“I think that’s a huge cause for 
concern. I don’t think this is going 
away anytime soon,” she said.

Groups of professors, trustees 
and administrators worked for sev-
en months on the proposed chang-
es, to which senate committees have 
responded.

Jacobs, the chair of the board’s 
academic affairs committee and 
subcommittee on faculty gover-
nance, said professors will also 
be surveyed this month about the 
changes.

“I look forward to briefing the 
Faculty Senate next week to pres-
ent the culmination of two years of 
faculty-driven hard work,” she said 
in a statement.

Jacobs did not respond to spe-
cific questions about faculty’s con-
cerns about the timeline. Nelson 
Carbonell, the chair of the Board 
of Trustees, deferred questions to 
Jacobs through a spokeswoman be-
cause he was traveling last week.

Provost Steven Lerman said he 
wouldn’t “take it as a given” that the 
Faculty Senate won’t vote, and he 
said that the board was still decid-
ing what would be the best process.

“I know that’s a topic of con-
versation. I don’t think the decision 
has been made. That’s how I under-

stand it,” he said in an interview.

Two years of working to update 
governance

Faculty and trustees have been 
at odds about revisions to the code 
since Carbonell first suggested GW 
start the process nearly two years 
ago. After professors pushed for 
more involvement, Carbonell held 
town hall sessions and handed out 
surveys.

He later formed the working 
groups to address issues that he 
found through the sessions and 

surveys.
Dina Khoury, a Faculty Senate 

and professional ethics and aca-
demic freedom committee member, 
said the working groups didn’t take 
many of the recommendations put 
forth by the committees when they 
responded to their proposals this 
winter.

“That indicates, points to the 
possibility, that we are not being tak-
en seriously as a Faculty Senate and 
as committees working very hard, 
who want to work with the Board of 
Trustees,” she said.

Andrew Zimmerman, a history 
professor, said it didn’t seem like fac-
ulty were being consulted through-
out the process. Zimmerman is also 
the president of the Faculty Associa-
tion, a group that formed in opposi-
tion to the Faculty Senate last year.

“They’ve explicitly differed 
with senate recommendations on 
these things. They indicated in the 
town hall meeting yesterday that 
they might go over the senate if the 
senate did not approve some of the 
proposed changes,” he said in an in-
terview last week.

Potential areas for major change
While faculty have said their 

focus remains on staying involved 
in the revision process, they said 
the proposed changes could in-
fringe on their role in governance.

“Not surprisingly, the content 
of not all but many of the propos-
als are also similarly eroding fac-
ulty shared governance,” Zimmer-
man said.

One concern was not having 
faculty vote on the search crite-
ria for what a school wants in its 
next dean. While the senate com-
mittees suggested that professors 
still vote on criteria, the working 
groups did not. Both agreed that 
trustees could have voting power 
on search committees.

Another proposal recom-
mends increasing the faculty eligi-
ble for participating in the senate, 
which Carbonell listed as a prior-
ity last year.
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Faculty confront Board for ‘eroding’ governance model

Business school adds 
analytics concentration, 
jumps on big data trend

SA boosts funding 
for graduate 
student groups

GARRETT MILLS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Murat Tarimcilar, a decision sciences professor, helped design an undergraduate concentration in business ana-
lytics. The concentration, which will be offered in the fall, teaches students how to use and understand massive 
amounts of data.

Starting next fall, undergrad-
uate students in the GW School of 
Business will start mastering big 
data.

The school will offer an un-
dergraduate concentration in 
business analytics in the fall af-
ter professors spent the last eight 
months crafting the curriculum. 
The new program could bring in 
more students, which comes as 
graduate enrollment has lagged 
and led officials to make 5 percent 
cuts across all divisions.

The new concentration, which 
teaches students how to use and 
understand massive amounts of 
data, also comes two years after 
the launch of a master’s degree 
in business analytics. The size of 
that program has doubled in that 
time frame and now boasts about 
30 students.

The business analytics con-
centration will likely begin with 
about 20 students in their sopho-
more and junior years, said Mu-
rat Tarimcilar, a decision sciences 
professor who helped create the 
concentration.

Tarimcilar said students 
would take introductory courses 
in business analytics, data mining 
and data warehousing. He said 
additional electives for the con-
centration could come from all the 
school’s departments.

At a faculty meeting last week, 
Tarimcilar said professors pitched 
other potential elective classes to 
add to the concentration, like “big 
data with forensic accounting.”

Big data has become a buzz-
word in higher education, and 
companies are increasingly look-
ing for students with experience 
in data mining. Duke University, 

one of GW’s peer schools, offers a 
concentration in decision sciences 
that includes analytics courses. 
Nine of GW’s peers, including 
New York, Tufts and Southern 
Methodist universities, have mas-
ter’s degrees in business analyt-
ics.

“We think that this is not a 
passing phase – the business ana-
lytics idea is here to stay,” Tarim-
cilar said. “With what’s going on 
with technology, with data, I think 
every company is going to need 
people who really understand 
how to deal with this data, how 
to take the data into their daily 
decision-making processes.”

Tarimcilar said while there 
used to be a small department in 
the business school that focused 
on data, now it’s a skill that is 
highlighted in every course.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re a 
financial analyst or an accountant 
or if you’re an HR person, you 
still have to deal with a lot of this 
data,” Tarimcilar said. “This is a 
request of almost every company 
that’s hiring.”

He said the concentration will 
have more of a focus on apply-
ing data analytics skills to real life 
than the graduate degree. Under-
graduates will use software like 

Excel for the course instead of 
coding their own programs.

Tarimcilar said 15 credits will 
make up the two-year program. 
Non-business school students 
will also have the opportunity to 
petition for an 18-credit minor in 
business analytics.

Homayoun Khamooshi, an 
associate industry professor of 
decision sciences and the chair of 
the project management program, 
helped develop a course in proj-
ect management for the concen-
tration.

Project management teaches 
students how to make long-term 
plans for companies in the public 
sector and government organi-
zations, which Khamooshi said 
gives them the skills to run a busi-
ness.

“A lot of business courses that 
people do are more of general 
knowledge and basics of busi-
ness,” Khamooshi said. “None of 
these courses provide them with 
the real tools for running a busi-
ness and all that, so this would 
be a perfect complement for any-
thing else that they do.”

Allen Robinson, the human 
resources manager at Pinnacle So-
lutions, a business consulting firm 
based in Alabama, said he looks 
for applicants who have the abil-
ity to analyze big data, and said 
introducing it earlier will give 
graduates a “competitive edge.”

“It warrants having that level 
of attention early in your school 
career,” Robinson said. “That’s a 
solid skill set that any company 
would be happy to have on the 
team.”

Colleen Murphy contributed re-
porting.
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Charles Garris, the chair of the Faculty Senate’s executive committee, said 
he hopes the Board of Trustees will extend its timeline to revise the Fac-
ulty Code into next year so faculty can have more input in the process. 

GW’s graduate student 
organizations are about to get a 
little richer.

A bill unanimously passed 
by the Student Association last 
week will let more umbrella 
graduate student organizations 
opt-in to receive money collected 
through student fees. Leaders of 
those groups said they will be 
better able to create events for all 
GW students now that they have 
access to SA funding.

Sen. Harsha Prabhala, 
MISPH-G, said the changes will 
allow for more graduate student 
groups to be considered umbrella 
groups, which distribute funds 
to smaller organizations within 
each graduate school.

Under an older bill passed 
in 2012, only a certain number 
of organizations could opt-in for 
the allocations. New umbrella 
groups could not be added to that 
list, which student leaders said 
resulted in smaller amounts of 
funding for those groups and all 
organizations under them.

“Any future graduate group 
that could come up in GW would 
need a bylaw change to put 
them in [the bill] and that is a 
huge hurdle,” Prabhala said. “So 
the reform that the bill passed 
last night is more inclusive and 
expansive.”

More graduate students will 
now be able to participate in 
events that their student fees paid 
for, rather than watching their 
own dollars being used to fund 
programming that they may not 
be able to participate in, students 
added.

The larger umbrella 
organizations receive funds 
from the SA’s finance committee, 
which they then individually 
allocate to every group within 
their graduate school.

Stuart Portman, the president 
of the Public Health Student 
Association, said his organization 

was only allocated $3,505 last 
year, or about 10 percent of the 
student fees paid by public health 
students.

Each graduate student is 
charged $1.50 for each credit 
hour he or she takes, which 
totals his or her student fee. The 
University matches that amount 
and undergraduate student fees 
to make up the SA’s $1.1 million 
funding pool.

Portman said he worked with 
Milken Institute School of Public 
Health Dean Lynn Goldman 
and other organizations to turn 
his group into the umbrella 
organization for all public health 
student groups.

He said he believed one of the 
reasons PHSA was allocated so 
little money last year was because 
the SA did not believe PHSA was 
a “real” organization.

“In the past, there’s been a lack 
of communication to the PHSA 
and from the PHSA,” Portman 
said. “We’re just as guilty in our 
past of not communicating with 
the SA or with the broader GW 
community.”

Portman said the 
communication issues stem from 
the SA allocating money to both 
undergraduates and graduates. 
Most other universities have 
separate student associations 
for each. But he said he hopes 
these funding changes will help 
bridge the gap between the two 
populations of students.

“We’re here to learn and also 
to research and challenge current 
knowledge, all the fun things 
of higher education,” he said. 
“Everyone, undergraduates and 
graduates, are here for the same 
reason.”

He added that graduate 
students are often willing to 
get more involved on campus 
through student organizations 
in their graduate schools, but are 
discouraged by administrative 
hurdles, like having to submit 
a budget to the SA for funding. 
Having umbrella groups deal 
with those allocations lessens 

AiShvAryA KAvi
HATCHET REPORTER

AvEry ANAPOL
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

ELIZABETH LANE | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Sen. Harsha Prabhala, MISPH-G, presents the Graduate Umbrella Stu-
dent Organization Student Fee Act to the Student Association. The bill, 
which the SA passed unanimously, increases the number of graduate 
student organizations with the ability to distribute SA funding to smaller 
organizations. 
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solid skill set that any 
company would be 

happy to have on the 
team.

ALLEN ROBINSON
Human Resources Manager
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Founding Farme� 
If the food didn’t taste so 

good, it’d be much easier to 
scoff at the long wait times 
and groups of hungover, 
sunglass-sporting brunch-
goers.

Year after year, Founding 
Farmers holds its own in the brunch 
world by serving food that’s 
not only Instagram-worthy, 
but sustainably farmed. 
The restaurant believes in 
using “quality and natural 
ingredients,” according 
to its website, though it 
admits because of price and 
availability it doesn’t always 

“make sense” to use local or 
organic ingredients. 

An extensie brunch 
menu is available on 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
which includes sweet 
crowd-pleasers like maple 
cinnamon syrup-stuffed 
French toast served with 
vanilla pastry cream and red 
velvet pancakes (each $8). 
Those craving a more savory 
meal can indulge in tomato 
Florentine eggs benedict 
or a roasted vegetable pan 
scramble (each $10). 

The restaurant also 
appeals to groups: Shared 
plates ($8 each) include 
beignets – served with 
caramel, chocolate and 
raspberry sauces – and 
peanut butter banana toast 
topped with marshmallow 
crème and chocolate pearls. 

--Dana Pilotti

Ru� er-ups:
Ted’s Bulletin, 

Farmers Fishers Bakers

Leaving the five-
block radius you 
typically traverse for 
Dunkin’ Donuts or 
Starbucks coffee is a 
bold move, but Filter 
is worth the step off 
campus. 

With a variety of 
pour over coffees, 
a French pressed 
breakfast brew served 
until noon and house-
blended Chai tea, all 
costing between $2 and 
$5, Filter goes beyond 
the typical cup-of-
Joe offerings. The 
white-walled location 
closest to campus is 
sparsely decorated, 
and the ground floor 

has standing tables 
that lend to an Italian 
feel. Filter also sells 
muffins, scones and 
croissants that are a 
satisfying addition to 
your caffeine fix.

Be sure to bring a 
book or a friend because 
when you arrive, you’ll 
see a sign on the door 
asking customers to 
refrain from using 
technology. Guess 
you’ll have to check 
your notifications 
elsewhere.

Ru� er-ups:
M.E. Swing’s, Greenberry’s

Burger Tap & Shake has an eclectic 
menu that crisscrosses the world of 
toppings. Fire-roasted green chiles, 
mushrooms from the United Kingdom, 
pickled jalapenos and Texas chili con carne 
are just a few options. And with signature 
burgers for $8 like the Upstream Run 
(ground salmon, Asian slaw, sriracha aioli 
and mixed greens) and the Big Daddy 
(smoked Benton Bacon, buttermilk blue 
cheese, mushrooms and its homemade AP 
sauce – a blend of mayo, ketchup, mustard, 
barbecue sauce and chipotle), BTS has a 
burger for everybody.

But I stick with the Six Buck Chuck 
and a side of sweet potato fries. There’s no 
reason to stray from the $6 classic (lettuce, 
pickles, onion, tomato and AP sauce on a 
medium-rare beef) that fi lls me up for the 
day with a swipe of my GWorld card.

As for drinks, the “shaketail” is 

a bad name for a great concept. BTS 
offers spiked, thick milkshakes like the 
Apocalypto (Fireball cinnamon whiskey, 
marshmallow and chocolate ice cream) 
and Talladega Nights (Firefl y sweet tea 
vodka, limoncello, vanilla ice cream and 
lemon juice) for $8. 

Ru� er-ups:
Bobby’s Burger Palace, Lindy’s Red Lion

Burger Tap & Shake

At Jumbo Slice, “it 
takes two” has a whole new 
meaning as enormous slabs of 
greasy, cheesy pizza need to be 
served on two paper plates. 

While the size of the $5 to 
$7 slices means you get the 
most cheese, pepperoni and 
mushrooms for your buck, 
the fl avor is underwhelming 
and the joint is a little messy 
after midnight. 

Still, the service is speedy 
and it’s the most convenient 
stop after an evening out in 
Adams Morgan. There aren’t 
many seats inside, but as the 
weather gets warmer, the grab-
and-go option is more viable.

Ru� er-ups:
&pizza, Fuel

BRUNCH

BURGER
BEST FOOD

You meant to eat 
healthy today – really, you 
did. But the bright blue 
food truck outside J Street 
caught your eye after your 
2:20 p.m. class ended, and 
any thoughts about leafy 
greens evaporated. 

Despite the opening 
of a brick-and-mortar 
store in the Shops at 2000 
Penn, students still wait in 
long lines at the Captain 
Cookie food truck for 
snickerdoodle and peanut 
butter cookies with milk, 

or specials like funfetti and 
pumpkin cookies. And of 
course, the truck serves 
the classic chocolate chip 
cookie.

Cookies cost $1.25 
each – and you can save a 
couple of bucks by buying 
a half or baker’s dozen. An 
ice cream sandwich costs 
$4 and a carton of milk is 
$2. The recipes are all the 
creations of owner Kirk 
Francis, whose infectious 
smile and passion for his 
work might be even more 

inviting than the crispy, 
soft-centered cookies.

“GW is one of 
my favorite places to 
vend,” Francis said. “I 
enjoy chatting with the 
students here, and it’s 
fun to be so immersed 
in the college campus 
community.”

—Tim Palmieri

Ru� er-ups:
CapMac, Tasty Kabob

Captain C� kieFOOD TRUCK

Jumbo Slice
PIZZA

N� shi
SUSHI

The dancing eel (barbeque 
eel, crabstick, masago, 
avocado and cucumber), the 
kimchi tuna (tuna, tempura 
drops, scallion and kimchi 
sauce) and the Hawaiian 
(spicy salmon, pineapple 
and cucumber) are just a few 
of nearly three dozen maki 

rolls that Nooshi makes, with 
prices ranging from $5 to $15. 

Besides the reliably well-
made rolls and quick delivery, 
Nooshi offers Nigiri sushi for 
$3 to $6 and large helpings of 
Thai noodles for $11 to $16. 

Nooshi also has a long list 
of creative cocktails, all half-
off during happy hour. 

Ru� er-ups:
KAZ Sushi Bistro, MatéJU
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Washington 
National Cathedral

Artists like Bob 
Dylan, the Beastie 
Boys, the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, 
deadmau5 and 
Adele have 
performed on 
the 9:30 Club 
stage. For such 
an in-demand 
venue, the 9:30 Club 
remains unexpectedly 
intimate: There is only 
one main stage, and 
the audience and artist 
are separated only by a 
single, short barrier.

But because it lacks 
tiered ticketing, the 
general admission 
venue has no way to 
ensure you end up in a 
quality concert-viewing 
spot. So if you’re there 

to see your favorite band 
perform, it’s a good idea 
to arrive early.

The venue, which 
was originally located at 

930 F St. and moved 
to its current 

location on V 
Street in 1996, 
will host bands 
like Walk the 
Moon, Toro Y 

Moi and Purity 
Ring this spring.

—Regina Park

Runner-ups:
U Street Music Hall,

The Black Cat

Everything about E 
Street Cinema is far 
from the norm. Its 
concessions include 
not only popcorn and 
soda, but also fastachi 

wasabi peas, tandoori 
chicken satays and espresso 

drinks. On Fridays and 
Saturdays, you can catch 
fi lms like “The Maltese 
Falcon” and “The 
Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” at midnight for 

“CinEinsomnia.” The 
more than decade-old 

theater near Metro Center 

also records podcasts of Q&As with the 
directors, writers and actors of newly 
released fi lms.

Every day of the week, the eight-
screen theater shows independent, foreign 
language and documentary fi lms, like 
“The Salt of the Earth” about photographer 
Sebastião Salgado and “From Up On 
Poppy Hill,” a Japanese anime feature.

Tickets cost $9, and students receive a 
discount with their IDs.

Ru� er-ups:
AMC Loews Georgetown 14, 

West End Cinema (now closed)

Landmark E Street Cinema

Unfortunately, this is one of the few 
museums in D.C. where you actually have 
to pay for tickets. But even if you’re not a 
journalism nerd, the Newseum is splurge-
worthy. Students receive 10 percent off the 
$23 ticket with their ID, and if you bring your 
ticket back the next day, you can visit a second 
time for free. 

And the exhibits are worth it. Go to the 
Pulitzer Prize Photographs Gallery to see 
every winner since 1942 and stay to watch 
photographers’ taped interviews about their 
craft. Pay homage to the best in the business 
at the Journalists Memorial, where the names 
of journalists who died in the fi eld are etched 
into a two-story glass structure. Newseum 
staff update the memorial every year. 

Check out a portion of the grafi ttied Berlin 
Wall before you head to the FBI Exhibit, which 
includes artifacts like the cabin of infamous 
criminal and murderer Ted Kaczynski, better 
known as “the Unabomber.”

On May 22, the Newseum will open an 
exhibit called “Reporting Vietnam” with 90 
artifacts from the era. The exhibit will focus on 
protest and counterculture to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War.

The Newseum layout is a little disjointed, 
and exhibits span several fl oors. Be sure 
to take your own panoramic photo at the 
Greenspun Family Terrace, which hangs over 
Pennsylvania Avenue, and catch a skyline 
view of the District.

Ru� er-ups:
The Smithsonian’s National Air and Space 

Museum, The Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History

The Newseum

One of the most-visited monuments in the nation, 
the Lincoln Memorial is also a prime location for 
relaxing on a sunny day. Look no further for a spot to 
have a Whole Foods picnic, read or enjoy a midnight 
walk than the site where Martin Luther King Jr. 
delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech in 1963. 

Try jogging up and down the stairs of the 98-foot-tall 
structure during your next morning run. And as it gets 
warmer, some GW sports teams frequent the Lincoln 
Memorial for practices, while sororities and fraternities 
use the landmark to host events like Bid Day.

The next time you want to show off your D.C. 
trivia skills to visiting family and friends, see if they 
can find the spot on the monument where an engraver, 
meaning to carve the word “Future,” accidentally 
inscribed “Euture.”

Ru� er-ups:
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial

Lincoln Memorial

Spending your afternoon at the 
second-largest cathedral in the United 
States may not sound like much fun, 
but hear me out. The Washington 
National Cathedral, which was built 
with Indiana limestone, is a stunning 
place to refl ect on the history of D.C. 
and take in its landscape.

On a sunny day, you can wander 
the 59-acre property, which includes 
the Bishop’s Gardens and Olmsted 
Woods. And oddly enough, you 
can grab a cup of coffee in the Old 
Baptistry, where a cafe is run by the 
owners of Tryst.

When Pierre Charles L’Enfant 
was commissioned by George 

Washington to design the layout of 
D.C., L’Enfant imagined “a great 
church for national purposes,” 
according to the National 
Cathedral’s website.

9:30 Club

There is hardly a better combination 
than dessert, coffee and an unopened 
book, and in Dupont Circle, you can 
have all three at once. Kramerbooks & 
Afterwords Cafe opened in 1976, and 
for nearly 40 years it’s been “serving 
latte to the literati.”

What the staff lack in charm they 
make up for in effi ciency as they buzz 

around the well-organized store, which 
is jam-packed Thursday through 
Sunday, to fi nd the book that’s been on 
your must-read list for months.

The cafe next to the bookstore 
errs on the pricey side: An apple tart 
and a slice of triple chocolate cake 
are each $8.75 a pop. But the food is 
consistently delectable, whether you 

kick off a lazy Saturday with Berry 
Berry Berry Pancakes ($17) or spend 
a weeknight studying after splitting 
crab cake pasta ($21) and butternut 
squash ravioli ($17). 

Ru� er-ups:
Second Story Books, Idle Time Books

Kramerb� ks & Afterwords Cafebookstore

Best ADVENTURES

MONUMENT

SARA GLEYSTEEN | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

OLIVIA HARDING | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MUSEUM

OLIVIA HARDING | HATCHET STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

OLIVIA HARDING | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER MOVIE THEATER

CONCERT 
VENUE

JORDAN MCDONALD | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

FRIEND 
DATE

Second Story Books, Idle Time Books

Boys, the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, 

an in-demand 
venue, the 9:30 Club 

930 F St. and moved 
to its current 

Moi and Purity 
Ring this spring.

drinks. On Fridays and 
Saturdays, you can catch 
fi lms like “The Maltese 

“CinEinsomnia.” The 
more than decade-old 

theater near Metro Center 

Everything about E 
Street Cinema is far 
from the norm. Its 
concessions include 
not only popcorn and 
soda, but also fastachi 

wasabi peas, tandoori 
chicken satays and espresso 

drinks. On Fridays and 
chicken satays and espresso 

drinks. On Fridays and 

Ru� er-ups:
Busboys and Poets, 

Smithsonian’s National Zoo
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No one can call 
themselves a self-respecting 
D.C. club connoisseur 
without having experienced 
a night at Town. But for the 
most inclusive experience, a 
Town virgin should swing by 
on a Friday for its weekly 18+ 
night. 

The two-story building 
has multiple dance fl oors, 
a bar, a lounge area and a 
new outdoor patio fully 
equipped with another bar. 
The average club-goer will 
fi nd more room to break out 
those Snapchat Story-worthy 
moves than smaller spots like 

Eden.
What truly sets Town 

apart from other nightclubs 
is its risque entertainment. 
Although most of the 
festivities are geared toward 
the gay community, anybody 
can enjoy Town’s GoGo boys’ 
dancing, which starts after 11 
p.m. every night.

Town’s drag show 
starts at 10:30 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays. This 
cabaret-style performance 
features different genres of 
performance styles from 
comedy to choreographed 
numbers.

Still, the nightclub 
requires a longer and more 
expensive Uber ride than 
Opera or Cities. The distance 
can also make it diffi cult to 
bar hop throughout the night, 
so make Town your last stop. 
Doors open at 10 p.m. every 
Friday and Saturday with 
the cover ranging from $10 
to $12, depending on when 
you arrive. Guests without a 
government-issued ID will be 
turned away at the door. 

—Regina Park

Ru� er-ups:
Eden, Thomas Foolery

Town

Number Nine added 
a sleek yet warm spot to 
D.C.’s gay nightlife scene 
when it opened in 2011 
near Logan Circle. 
With simple rules 
– no dress code, 
no theme nights 
– and a playlist 
of low-tempo 
electronic music, 

Number Nine is the kind of 
place you always go back 
to.

Mixed drinks cost 
between $8 and 

$11, and some 
s p e c i a l i t i e s 
include a 
Lavender Lemon 
Drop and the 
Berri Cooler. On 

weeknights, happy hour 
is from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
and from 3 p.m. to 9 
p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays.

Ru� er-ups:
Town, Nellie’s

Bra�  
Monkey

No one can call 
themselves a self-reIn 
a neighborhood full of 
overpriced salads, it’s a 
relief to just grab a drink and 
bite to eat without the farm-
to-table label. And since 
McFadden’s closed, it’s also 
your nearest dive bar. 

At Lindy’s, you trade 
aesthetics for cheap eats 
and drinks. The bar needs 
a good mop and better 
lighting, but it’s burgers, like 
the Carnegie Double Burger 
and the Robert Burger ($6 
each), plus Guinness for 
$3 make up for what the it 
lacks in visual appeal. 

Other menu options 

include a buffalo chicken 
sandwich, Philly cheese 
steak and grilled cheese. 
And even paired with a 
drink, it’s easy to nosh for 
under $10.

Ru� er-ups:
Dan’s Cafe, Red Derby

Lindy’s Red Lion

Instead of heading to the gym at 4 p.m. 
on a Tuesday, pull up a barstool at District 
Commons, where signature drinks are half-
price for happy hour. 

The restaurant’s specialities, like the Pony 
Express (organic vodka, ginger liqueur, ginger 
ale and fresh lime juice) and American Beauty 
(Smirnoff blueberry, passion fruit, creme de 
cassis, house sour and orange peel), cost $5 
until 6 p.m. on weekdays and after 4 p.m. on 

Sundays.
The benefi t of going to District 

Commons instead of just another 
bar, besides its proximity to 
campus, is its dinner menu, which 

includes skirt steak ($27), half-a-
dozen oysters from the raw bar ($14) 

and sea scallops ($25). 
Ru� er-ups:

Circa, Hill Country Barbecue Market

Brass Monkey has 
long been a go-to for 
GW students looking 
to spend a night out 
dancing.

The multiple levels 
bring together all the 
components of a great, 
loud bar, including 
karaoke in the basement, 
a rooftop lounge and 
plenty of dance floors. 
The half dozen staircases 
can make the place seem 
like an endless maze that 
is impossible to navigate 

while intoxicated.
The ground floor 

of Brass Monkey has 
an Italian restaurant 
called Spaghetti Garden 
that’s open until 10 p.m. 
That’s when the whole 
building transforms into 
a dimly lit bar where you 
can dance until the wee 
hours. 

On weekend 

evenings, all seven 
rooms are crowded with 
students and young 
professionals. If it gets 
too crowded or too loud, 
grab a slice of pizza at 
nearby Jumbo Slice.

Runner-ups:
El Rey, Shenanigans

Number Nine

GOING 
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UNDER-21 SPOT
LEAH EDWARDS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

DIVE BAR
CAMILLE SHEETS | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LEXI BERGER | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

HAPPY HOUR Di� rict Commons

Sundays.

dozen oysters from the raw bar ($14) 

GAY BAR

BEST 
BAR

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

D.C.’s gay nightlife scene 
when it opened in 2011 
near Logan Circle. 
With simple rules 
– no dress code, 
no theme nights 
– and a playlist 
of low-tempo 
electronic music, 

Mixed drinks cost 
between $8 and 

$11, and some 
s p e c i a l i t i e s 
include a 
Lavender Lemon 
Drop and the 
Berri Cooler. On 

CAMERON LANCASTER | PHOTO EDITOR
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The modern, white 
and gray design of the 
Science and Engineering 
Hall, coupled with plenty 
of natural light, provide 
the perfect environment 
for getting serious work 
done. (It’s also an ideal 
place to pop in for 20 
minutes during lunch to 
eat a Chipotle burrito and 
catch up on “The Daily 
Show.”)

With large windows 
and glass-walled 
laboratories, the building 
feels light and airy 
(Gelman Library, take 
note). 

Gone are the 
traditional and 
oppressive individual 

study carrels. Instead, 
the building offers 
groupings of cozy chairs 
and colorful couches 
around low coffee tables, 
clusters of cocoon-like 
spinning chairs and 
larger group tables. The 
seating arrangements are 
intimate enough for you 
and your group of friends 
to meet up and study, but 
separated enough that 
you have some privacy 
when studying solo.

More than 800 
students signed a petition 
in February to extend 
SEH’s closing time past 10 
p.m. on weeknights and 6 
p.m. on weekends and  
allow students to take 

advantage of the study 
space late at night. So 
you may get kicked out if 
you try to study there too 
late. Be sure to plan ahead 
before staying late and 
grab a veggie bowl for 
dinner from Jose Andres’ 
Beefsteak on the ground 
fl oor before 10 p.m. .

Gourmet meals 
around the corner and 
printers on every fl oor? 
Don’t be surprised when 
Gelman is empty during 
fi nals this year. 

—Grace Gannon

Ru� er-ups:
Milken Institute School of 

Public Health, Duquès Hall

Science and Engin� ring Ha� 
study spot

Danny Hayes
It’s no wonder the professor we 

like best is a media and politics buff.
Danny Hayes, an associate 

professor of political science, is a 
contributor to The Washington 
Post’s “Wonkblog” and co-author 
of “Infl uence From Abroad,” a book 
about how foreign leaders infl uenced 
U.S. public opinion before the Iraq 
War. But to students, Hayes is best 
known for his engaging lectures 

sprinkled with pop culture references.
In an email, Hayes said he strives 

to explain material in unusual or 
creative ways as his favorite college 
professors did.

“Sometimes I’m successful, and 
sometimes I’m not. Fortunately, 
students are good at pointing it out 
when you drop the ball, so you can try 
to fi x it the next time around!” he said.

Though weekly reading quizzes 

sound unappealing, Hayes’ high 
expectations translate to a dynamic 
classroom experience. And let’s not 
forget the marathon runner’s chili 
pepper on RateMyProfessors.com

Ru� er-ups:
John Sides, Alexander Dent

Home to sophomores and 
Affi nity Housing groups, the 
one or two-bedroom suites 
have full kitchens and room 
for a couch and TV. It is also 
conveniently home to the Foggy 
Bottom Campus’ blue carts.

Its proximity to Whole 
Foods and the Lerner Health 
and Wellness Center are 

positives, but the building is 
far enough from 23rd Street 
that traffi c whizzing by isn’t 
as loud as it is in JBKO and 
Fulbright halls. The entrance 
opens to the GroW Garden and 
the hall is a short walk from 
the Watergate complex and 
Kennedy Center. 

But next semester, noise 
may be more of concern 
to Amsterdam residents. 
GW’s housing website 

warns: Beginning in the 
summer of 2015, GW Hillel’s 
Gewirz Center will undergo 
renovations. Students living 
in Amsterdam may hear 
construction noise Monday 
through Saturday between 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m.

Ru� er-ups:
South Hall, Shenkman Hall 

The 11-year-
strong Fireman’s 
Challenge has a 
reputation for success 
– and muddiness – on 
campus. 

Partnering with the 
D.C. Firefighters Burn 
Foundation, Pi Kappa 
Alpha’s philanthropy 
pits sororities against 
each other in a series 
of contests and classic 
field games like relay 
races, tug of war and 
slip and slide. The 
winner of the challenge 
is determined by a 
point system, which is 
based on the amount 
of money raised and 

the number of contests 
won.

Over the past 
decade, this event has 
consistently turned 
University Yard into a 
mud puddle, but more 
impressively has raised 
more than $240,000 for 
the Burn Foundation, 

which assists injured 
firefighters. 

—Sucharita Mukherjee

Runner-ups:
Derby Days, Anchor Bowl

Fireman’s 
Cha� enge
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The owners of the 
University’s favorite 
faux news outlet, 
The Fake Hatchet, 
said they are 
flattered to have 
been selected for 
the second year 
in a row.

“But honestly, 
the Fake Hatchet 
is disappointed that the 
Real Hatchet has once 
again failed to recognize @
GWPeterK, which is a better 

fake Twitter account than we 
could ever be,” the owners 
of the account said. 

Since its first tweet in 
May 2013, @FakeHatchet 

has posted poignant 
and (mostly) fake 
1 4 0 - c h a r a c t e r 
headlines about 
topical campus news 
from potential Spring 

Fling performers 
to the taping of “The 

Colbert Report” in Lisner 
Auditorium last semester. 
@FakeHatchet launched a 
couple months after the 2010 
alumnus who ran parody 

account @fakeStevenknapp 
announced that he would go 
on hiatus. 

The people behind 
@FakeHatchet prefer 
anonymity, and with 
tweets like “CAMPUS: 
# O n l y A t G W D e b a t e 
to be followed by 
# O n l y A t G W C a g e m a t c h 
between Allied in Pride and 
GW YAF,” I don’t blame 
them..

Runner-ups:
@GWPeterK, @GWGeorge 
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University’s favorite 
faux news outlet, 
The Fake Hatchet, 

the second year 

“But honestly, 
the Fake Hatchet 

May 2013, @FakeHatchet 
has posted poignant 

and (mostly) fake 

Fling performers 
to the taping of “The 

Colbert Report” in Lisner 

TWITTER ACCOUNT
@FakeHatchet
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BEST ATHLETES

Here are some things Jonquel Jones has 
done: She is the only player in the Atlantic 10 
to average a double-double over the course 
of the season. She ranks sixth in the nation 
in rebounds per game with 12.5. The fi re 
department has her on speed dial to pull 
stranded kittens out of trees – OK, that last one 
isn’t true. But you believed us, didn’t you?

The Colonials wrapped up the season with 
just four losses and their fi rst trip to the NCAA 
Tournament since 2008. Jones was indisputably 
the key factor in that success and was named 
the A-10 Player of the Year, Defensive Player of 

the Year and Most Valuable Player of the A-10 
Championship, which GW won to capture an 
automatic bid to the Big Dance. 

She was on the Naismith Trophy 
Midseason 30 Watch List and is GW’s best 
female athlete after a season during which she 
proved herself the best player in the conference. 

—Nora Princiotti 

Ru� er-ups:
Chidima Osuchukwu, Hannah Rowe

Jonquel Jones
Game-winning buzzer-beaters? Check. 

Impossible fl ying rebounds? Check. More 
heart than hallmark on Valentine’s Day 
(thanks, Nelly)? Call that a check and then 
some for Joe McDonald.

GW’s bullish point guard averaged 
9.9 points per game as a junior on the 
men’s basketball team. But when he wasn’t 
swishing his team-leading 41 threes or 
compiling the team’s best assist-to-turnover 
ratio, McDonald was a highly impressive 
rebounder out of the guard position. He 
averaged 5.8 rebounds per game, second 

only to classmate Kevin Larsen, who is nine 
inches taller than McDonald. 

McDonald was at his best with the game 
on the line this year: His buzzer-beater in 
overtime against Dayton was one of the 
brightest spots for the team amid a diffi cult 
stretch in February, and he hit a clutch three-
pointer earlier in the year to help secure GW’s 
double-overtime win against Richmond. 

—Nora Princiotti

Ru� er-ups:
Bogdan Petkovic, Danil Zelenkov

Joe McDonald

They say the hardest thing to do in 
sports is repeat. Tell that to John Kopriva, 
our hottest male athlete two years running. 

First of all, he’s six feet, eight inches of 
cut muscle topped off by cheekbones that 
could cut diamonds and a smile that would 
be sure to melt your mom’s heart and earn 
your father’s grudging approval. 

If you’re lucky, you’ll catch Kopriva 
breaking out his version of Derek 
Zoolander’s “Blue Steel,” which brings 
into question Zoolander’s assertion that 
there’s more to life than being really, really 
ridiculously good-looking. 

Kopriva, a senior, will graduate in May. 
—Nora Princiotti 

Ru� er-ups:
Brian Mojica, Joe McDonald

 John Kopriva
On or off the court, good looks come 

naturally to this hard-nosed, bright-eyed 
sophomore guard. 

Cranshaw got open for a team-high 
51 three-pointers – more than three times 
the amount of any other Colonial – in 
women’s basketball’s historic 2014-15 
campaign.

The women’s basketball team set a 
program-record number of wins in a season in 
2014-15, got national recognition and played 
games that were broadcast on ESPN and CBS 
Sports Networks. With more attention sure 
to come, putting Cranshaw on a bigger stage 
sure can’t hurt.

—Mark Eisenhauer

Ru� er-ups:
MacKenzie Cowley, Alexis Chandler

Sha� on Cranshaw
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The Washington Post’s “D.C. 
Sports Bog” writer Scott Allen 
had one assignment for the Jan. 
22 Wizards’ game against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder: talk to 
Kevin Durant fans.

The game was an overtime 
thriller, featuring a posterizing dunk 
and a contested three-pointer by the 
Suitland, Md. native. The highlight 
for Allen was a makeshift Durant 
jersey that had the player’s name in 
duct tape – one of the many signs of 
the “KD2DC” movement.

If Durant ever played for the 
Wizards, Nike billboards likely 
wouldn’t welcome him home like 
LeBron James in Cleveland, but 
District residents would.

“I’m not a Wizards fan, but I’m 
a Durant fan,” said Darian Bryant, a 
Bowie, Md. product and GW rookie. 
Another local player, sophomore 
Nick Griffin, added, “Oh, this whole 
area would go crazy, man.”

If Durant were to return, he 
would see that in the last decade, 
the college basketball scene has 
significantly grown in the DMV. 
In 2006, DMV teams averaged 3.45 
local players on their rosters. In 
2015, they averaged 3.63, an about 5 
percent increase.

The big three – Georgetown, 
Maryland and Virginia – all went 
dancing this year as high seeds 
with high hopes. Across the board, 
colleges in the region, like GW, 
have had successful seasons in part 
because they have found a way 
to keep their talent local: A rise in 
DMV pride has coincided with an 
increase in Amateur Athletic Union 
teams, and showcases hosted in the 
area have helped coaches connect to 
younger student athletes and keep 
them in the region.

“The local schools are doing a 
good job of recruiting out here and 
selling them on the stay at home and 
get better,” said Brenden Straughn, 
an assistant coach of popular DMV 
AAU club Team Takeover.

Stars seek greener pastures
Durant committed to play 

college basketball at the University 
of Texas on June 16, 2005, according 
to Yahoo! Sports, just before a day of 
mourning for D.C. It was nearly 19 
years to the day that the legendary 
Len Bias had died of a cocaine 
overdose.

The Maryland basketball all-
time great and Landover, Md. 
native brought life and pride to the 
city’s basketball scene. He died June 
19, 1986.

“After that, you probably had a 
lot of people who wanted to be the 
next Bias,” Allen said.

After Bias’ death, the D.C. area 
earned more national recognition 
as one of the country’s top pools of 
talent, serving as home to the most 
NBA basketball players per capita. 
But very few of those talents stayed 
in the area after high school.

The first overall pick in the 
1987 draft was future Hall of 
Famer David Robinson, a Florida 
native who went to high school in 
Manassas, Va. Two DMV products 
joined Robinson in the first round 
of the ‘87 draft: Muggsy Bogues and 
Reggie Lewis. Neither of the two 
had stayed in the area for college.

In the next four years, five 
players who were selected in the 
first round of their respective NBA 
Drafts came from the area, but rarely 
had the DMV-raised crop stayed 
home to play college ball. Jerrod 
Mustaf, who went to Maryland, 
was the lone exception among that 

group of first-rounders. The second 
overall pick in 1989, Hyattsville, Md. 
native Danny Ferry, went to Duke.

Durant in many ways followed 
in the footsteps of Bias: Both were 
second overall picks in the NBA 
Draft and harbingers of surges in 
DMV basketball pride. But Durant 
was still convinced to leave. Though 
Bias was the inspiration for many 
area players, the Terp was the 
exception, not the rule.

The culture shift came in the 
years just after Durant chose to 
leave.

It was the District’s time to 
dance: In that 2006 tournament, 
Mason made it to the Final Four 
with seven players from the greater 
DMV area, all of whom averaged 
more than 10 points per game. The 
Cinderella story of a group of kids 
from the Capital region chilled 
brackets and warmed hearts on a 
national stage.

Meanwhile, the Colonials 
qualified as an No. 8 seed in the 
tournament, winning their first-
round game. As a No. 7 seed, 
Georgetown fell to eventual champs 
Florida in the Sweet 16.

In 2007, more pieces came 
together for the DMV.

Durant’s Texas lost in the 
second round to lower-seeded USC. 
Maryland was a No. 4 seed, losing 
in the second round to Butler, but 
not before defeating a Davidson 
team with a freshman sharpshooter 
named Stephen Curry.

That Terrapins team had seven 
DMV products, including star 
Greivis Vasquez, who spent some of 
his high school career playing with 
Durant at powerhouse Montrose 
Christian after moving to Rockville, 
Md. from Venezuela. The next year, 
the Terps would boast nine players 
from the DMV, a school-high for the 
past decade.

“He prided himself in finding 
the diamond in the rough, which 
just speaks to just how much talent 
there is,” the Post’s Allen said about 
former Maryland head coach Gary 
Williams, who won a national title 
in 2002.

Williams was criticized later 
in his coaching career for passing 
up AAU-bred talent. Baltimore-
born AAU Rudy Gay slipped 
past Williams, going on to lead 
Connecticut to the Elite Eight in 
2006 and eventually become an 
NBA All-Star.

The Hoyas made their Final 
Four journey in 2007 with three 
athletes from the DMV: Roy Hibbert, 
Jeff Green and DaJuan Summer. All 
three would go on to play in the 
NBA.

The two successful years for 
the region were more of a lucky 
circumstance, signaling to others 
that they should recruit like that, 
too. The success of players staying in 
the D.C. area coupled with Durant’s 
budding superstardom got the 
DMV noticed as a true recruiting 
hotbed. Local coaches doubled 
down their efforts to use staying 
home as a recruiting point and 
stack their rosters with homegrown 
talent.

As the recruiting model began 
to change, with the introduction of 
more local-oriented showcases, the 
DMV institutionalized the system 
that happened to work in the 
mid-2000’s through programs like 
Straughn’s AAU teams.

“I’m in that same kind of Durant 
age frame. A lot of the guys were 
leaving home, going to Carolinas, 
the Texases, the Kansas States,” 
assistant coach Straughn said. “But 
now with the Melo Trimbles and 
Dion Wileys, and guys at GW, the 

local schools, even Georgetown to 
an extent, guys are trying to stay 
home. It’s good for the area.”

Supporting, showcasing talent
Tree limbs swayed in the wind 

above empty courts and, in the 
suburbs, the snow was still solid 
on the sides of the streets by Holy 
Trinity elementary in Glenn Dale, 
Md. – about a 10-minute drive from 
the New Carrollton Metro stop.

Cars packed a parking lot by 
the school on a Saturday afternoon 
in February. Juxtaposed with the 
quiet suburb was a giant, white 
sports bubble, a pop-up structure 
used to host athletic events. Inside, 
student athletes in the sixth, seventh 
and eighth grades assembled for 
their respective DMVelite basketball 
winter league games. This wasn’t 
a local rec league: These kids 
orchestrated every play, and they 
could dunk.

DMVelite was founded in 
2008 and started producing talent 
for coaches on a regular basis in 
2010. Chris Lawson, a longtime 
resident of D.C. and former coach 
of Bowie High School and various 
AAU teams, is the agency’s chief 
executive officer and founder.

“I just thought for so much 
talent here in our area, we could 
do more, locally, to support that 
effort compared to loading up the 
minivans and dredging across the 
region and getting on planes and all 
of that,” Lawson said.

More showcases are popping 
up to thicken the local web that 
connects college coaching staffs to 
talent, like the second annual Metro 
Challenge 60 at DeMatha Catholic 
High School, which took place in 
March. While area schools in the 
mid-2000s realized that local players 
were bringing success, showcases 
exist now because they serve as a 
place for coaches to actively seek out 

the players.
“Even some of the smaller 

schools are still doing well,” said 
GW junior and Lorton, Va. native Joe 
McDonald. “I think they’re realizing 
that keeping the talent here, because 
there’s a lot in this Northeastern 
area, especially in the DMV area, so 
I think they are starting to recruit a 
little bit closer.”

A group of four scouts from 
services like ESPN and Rivals at the 
Metro Challenge 60 said that 50 of 
the 60 players were expected to go 
Division I. A couple were already 
committed: Anthony Cowan to 
Maryland and Corey Manigault to 
Pittsburgh (despite receiving offers 
from Georgetown, Maryland and 
VCU, among others).

Experts attribute Maryland’s 
success in the past couple years 
to landing big-time local recruits 
under head coach Mark Turgeon. 
Two key players on the team are 
Melo Trimble and Dion Wiley, both 
local players, who Turgeon said 
were a “priority to recruit.”

Turgeon said they have gained 
a following among local kids, and 
that their success could be a building 
block for landing more D.C. talent.

“As all these local programs 
continue to experience success both 
as a team and individually, it can be 
beneficial for each of our programs 
residing in the DMV,” Turgeon said 
in an email.

For some like George Mason, 
which has experienced a well-
documented fall from the team’s 
glory days in the mid-2000s, 
recruiting has faced major criticism. 
The Patriots fired their most recent 
head coach Paul Hewitt after 
another losing season and a loss in 
the first round of this year’s Atlantic 
10 Championship in Brooklyn, N.Y.

He spoke to the media after a 
loss to Fordham, saying he knew 
that he was in the hot seat.

“We’ve done a pretty decent job 
recruiting, but of course we’re going 
to look for where they have good 
players,” Hewitt said. “If that means 
coming back to New York, we’ll do 
that.”

This year, Mason had five local 
players on their roster, including 
one of their leaders, Patrick 
Holloway. The rest of the group was 
unable to produce. Most of the key 
contributors on the banged-up team 
were New York natives – a hard pill 
for fans to swallow after they were 
told that their backyards breed was 
the best in the nation.

And of course, the strength of 
local college programs impacts their 
ability to recruit and foster local 
talent. GW men’s basketball junior 
Kethan Savage, a Fairfax County, Va. 
native and former Team Takeover 
player, said one supports the other.

“I’ve been in college three years 
now. I think now the college teams 
in this area have really picked up,” 
Savage said. “Georgetown has 
always been strong. But American 
[and] GW went to the tournament 
last year. Teams are getting better, 
talent is getting better, so I think 
it’s encouraging local talents to stay 
here.”

The men’s basketball team 

announced last week that Savage 
is looking to transfer from the 
program. Bryant and Griffin have 
also announced their intentions to 
transfer.

The fight for District supremacy
It’s tough to deny the potential 

of the DMV during a year when 
Georgetown, Maryland, Virginia, 
and VCU all went to the Big Dance, 
while GW and Old Dominion 
went to the NIT and American 
was one Patriot League win 
short of qualifying for the NCAA 
Tournament again.

But that talent is a double-
edged sword. The recruiting scene is 
turning into a feeding frenzy among 
local teams as recruiting services 
direct all eyes toward the skilled 
players of the DMV, the gritty 
players of Baltimore City and the 
do-it-all sharpshooters of Northern 
Virginia.

“It’s just hard in this area to find 
a kid who no one knows about it. 
You can still go to other states and 
find those kids,” GW head coach 
Mike Lonergan said. “This area is so 
over-recruited.”

Top-tier programs in the area 
like Georgetown, Maryland and 
Virginia scoop up many of the best 
players. In the past decade, the 
Cavaliers have averaged just over 
two DMV players per season. This 
year, Virginia was led by Montrose 
Christian product Justin Anderson.

With the top talent claimed, it 
leaves programs like GW and VCU 
to try to grab the next best. Many 
mid-majors are doing well, but are 
being forced to reevaluate their 
strategies.

American has maintained a 
couple local players on its roster, 
rarely fluctuating, while James 
Madison has not had a DMV player 
since 2011. Towson’s number of 
local players has dipped to as few 
as two in 2013. UMBC has found a 
way to quickly fill up its roster with 
regional players, from one in 2011 to 
eight this past year.

“We already lost a kid to Virginia 
this year, lost a kid to Maryland,” 
Lonergan said. “It’s hard. It’s still 
hard to win those recruiting battles, 
but at least we’re in the conversation 
now. We just need to get some of 
those kids to believe in what we’re 
doing here.”

But a flourishing basketball 
culture can ultimately be one of 
the biggest tools for a coach. Under 
Armour personally designs all of 
the gear for Maryland. The Terps 
football team adopted uniforms 
with the state flag printed on them in 
2011, which sent social media abuzz 
and caught on with local kids. Head 
to a DMV youth basketball game, 
and teenagers will be sporting 
Maryland flag basketball socks.

They also wear Durant 
gear – and many of the athlete’s 
personal Nike line. GW is a Nike 
school, but Lonergan has even 
higher hopes for further branding 
the local culture.

“Georgetown is Jordan brand 
and Maryland is Under Armour,” 
Longergan said. “I’d like to 
become a Kevin Durant school.”
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CRUNCH

The number of teams to give a John Calipari-coached team its first loss in a season that ended 
with at least 35 wins. GW took down Calipari’s 26-0 Massachusetts team 86-76 on Feb. 24, 

1996. The Minutemen would finish that season 35-2.

LACROSSE
vs. Richmond
4 p.m. • Friday

The Colonials will look for 
their second straight win 
against the Spiders in 
game two of a four-game 
homestand.

BASEBALL
vs. Dayton
Noon • Sunday

GW returns home from a 
six-game road stretch for a 
three-game series with the 
Flyers, which concludes 
with a Sunday matinee.
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DMV rising: How local talent feeds area colleges
JOSH SOLOMON
HATCHET STAFF WRITER
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TOP: A local high school student 
dons Under Armour socks

 decorated with the Maryland state 
flag at the Metro Challenge 60. 

Under Armour is the official sponsor 
of the University of Maryland.

RIGHT: A local high schooler 
attempts a dunk at the 

DMVelite Unsigned Senior 
Showcase on March 28. The 

showcase is designed to allow 
Division II and III coaches to see 
local talent that is still available.
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NEWS

Student shares story after alleged attack, threats

Garden near the Capitol and he 
fi lled her room with fl owers.

He called those days the “hap-
piest times of both of our lives.” He 
agreed to speak to The Hatchet on 
the condition of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the situation.

She said during that time, 
which she described as “really 
beautiful,” they took a walk along 
the canal in Georgetown. During 
their walk, she saw a large piece 
of driftwood, which reminded her 
of the driftwood her mom collects 
for her garden. She wanted to 
bring it home despite it being too 
heavy to carry. The next day, he 
called her outside of her residence 
hall – he had gone back to get the 
stump of wood.

“That story became epic to me 
and my friends,” she said.

He said that the pair would 
take walks between Foggy Bottom 
and the Mount Vernon Campus 
and send messages to each other all 
day. The also went to see “The Great 
Gatsby” movie together, met up off 
campus and picnicked in an E Street 
park. When they went abroad and 
went home for breaks, they would 
Skype frequently.

“It would be like, ‘When would 
you go to bed? I’m going to bed at 
the same time. Let’s be on Skype.’ 
I’d see her room. I’d see her balcony. 
I’d see everything she was doing. I 
would see what she bought. I was 
seeing what she was wearing. I 
would see how she dressed before 
she went out. I would see every-
thing,” he said.

She completed her undergradu-
ate degree in three years, graduating 
in 2013. A University spokeswoman 
confi rmed that the male student 
graduated from GW and has not 
been enrolled since 2013.

A behavior shift
Even though the University’s ju-

dicial offi ce issued two No Contact 
orders between the students during 
their time as undergraduates, the 
stalking and harassment continued.

The male alumnus said the rela-
tionship did not involve dating vio-
lence, and said during an interview 
that he would never hurt the gradu-
ate student.

When the male alumnus went 
abroad during his junior year, from 
fall 2011 to spring 2012, she said his 
behavior changed and he became 
“possessive, controlling, and ver-
bally and emotionally abusive.”

In January 2012 – while the male 
alumnus was still abroad – he sent 
“some threatening emails about 
killing her” as well as another GW 
student and a former boyfriend on 
“numerous occasions,” according to 
a University Police Department re-
port obtained by The Hatchet.

She and her former boyfriend 
had dated on and off at the begin-
ning of college, she said. The former 
boyfriend said he received death 
threats from the male alumnus 
through Facebook, which were in 
“a long stream of like 30 messages” 
that were “very garbled.”

“I was kind of freaked out just 
because I’d never gotten death 
threats before,” the former boy-
friend said. “I didn’t know how 
people deal with that.”

The graduate student, who was 
in her second undergraduate year 
at GW at the time, decided to fi le 
a report with Student Rights and 
Responsibilities that January after 
more people besides herself were 
targeted.

“I decided, ‘OK, I have to do 
something about the situation be-
cause I have to take responsibility,’” 
she said.

The male alumnus said the po-
lice reports “just don’t tell the story 
– that’s the problem.” He said the 
emails were sent when he was up-
set or experiencing the emotions 
of their relationship, and that they 
were not characteristic of how he 
conducts himself.

“I don’t think I threatened to kill 
anyone, and if I did, I never meant 
it,” he said.

But police reports detail in-
cidents of cyber harassment and 
emails he sent to the graduate stu-
dent that were reviewed by The 
Hatchet included sexually explicit, 
obscene and aggressive messages.

University offi cials then issued 
a No Contact order in January 2012, 
which banned the two from com-
municating in person, via phone 
or any other technology, through 
friends or in any other way, accord-
ing to the report obtained by The 
Hatchet.

The female graduate student 
said the alumnus “never stopped 
harassing” her once the order was 
in place. She spoke again with UPD, 
fi ltered his emails to a trash folder, 
blocked him on Facebook, changed 
her cell phone number and tried to 
ignore him.

Continuing the relationship after 
trauma abroad

The graduate spent the fall se-
mester of her third year of under-
graduate studies abroad. The sum-
mer before she left, she unblocked 
the alumnus on Facebook and re-
sponded to the messages he sent 
while the No Contact order was still 
in place. And while she was over-
seas, she reached out to him when 
she felt lonely and had diffi culty ad-
justing to a new place.

She said he became her main 
“support system” after she was 
raped and mugged by a stranger 
and then given a date rape drug on a 
separate occasion. She never report-
ed those incidents. While she was 
abroad, she knew she could mes-
sage him or call him and he would 
respond or answer – no matter the 
time of day.

“It was diffi cult, especially in 
my weakest moments because he’d 
never stop contacting me, and then 
in my weakest moments to know, 
‘Oh, I can write back and he’s gonna 
read it and tell me I’m beautiful and 
tell me he still loves me and tell me 
I’m just amazing,’” she said.

The alumnus said that during 
their relationship, he would always 
be on “standby” to respond with 

whatever she needed, whenever she 
needed it.

“She’s very precious to me and 
delicate to me, so if there’s anything 
in here that anyone thought I’d ever 
hurt her, it’s the exact opposite. If 
anything came in the way of hurting 
her, I would stop it,” he said.

After remaining in close contact 
during her months abroad, she re-
moved the No Contact order so the 
two could begin dating again when 
she returned to campus in January 
2013.

Their relationship after she re-
turned to campus illustrates the 
gray areas that are common in cases 
of dating violence, experts said. 
Both students admitted to breaking 
the No Contact orders, and she ad-
mitted to hitting the alumnus once 
out of frustration. She said those ac-
tions have not made her a “perfect 
victim” and complicated the situa-
tion when she later tried to protect 
herself.

“It happened so slowly over 
time, it’s hard to recognize the un-
healthy behaviors and where it 
crosses over into, ‘This isn’t OK,’” 
she said. “I’m a fi xer, so when he 
fi rst started speaking to me in such 
an angry and hateful way, my re-
sponse was, ‘He has issues. We need 
to work these out. I want to help 
him. This is someone I love.’”

She said their relationship that 
semester immediately became toxic 
and “it was clear that nothing had 
changed or that things had got-
ten worse.” The alumnus would 
become aggressive or critical, and 
get angry if she didn’t respond to 
his messages quickly, she said. He 
denies that the relationship became 
more violent when she returned 
from abroad.

“It’s just so weird in situations 
like that – the kind of energy and 
connection you can have with a per-
son despite the kind of violence that 
has happened,” she said. “And so 
no matter how much we were apart 
and felt in control and like we could 
act differently this time, we would 
always slide right back into it.”

Throughout their relation-
ship, she struggled to know 
what behavior was appropri-
ate because she said she didn’t 
have any examples of healthy 
relationships to imitate. She said 
she comes from a family envi-
ronment where “the men you’re 
supposed to love tell you they 
hate you and that’s part of it.”

Several experts said setting 
boundaries can be one of the 
most complicated aspects of dat-
ing violence, especially because 
the survivor may love the perpe-
trator and struggle to shut him or 
her out.

“A lot of times, there are positive 
things about the person or the rela-
tionship,” said Paul Schewe, the di-
rector of the Interdisciplinary Center 
for Research on Violence and an as-
sociate professor in the Department 
of Criminology, Law, and Justice at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
“Once you do love someone, it’s 
tough to stop loving them even if 
it’s bad.”

The graduate student said she 
tried breaking up with him early 
in the semester, but he continued 
contacting her. She also tried to take 
breaks from campus to escape his 
constant contact, spending week-
ends in Philadelphia and New York.

Becoming more violent
By the spring of 2013, she 

said everything had “escalat-
ed” to the point that they were 
not seeing each other and she 
told the alumnus she no longer 
wanted to talk to him.

But the two struggled to 
separate themselves from each 
other. When the alumnus asked 
to talk at the end of March 2013, 
she agreed to meet him in a 
park near E Street and Virginia 
Avenue at about 8 p.m.

The two spoke calmly at 
first, according to a written 
statement she attached to a UPD 
report that was obtained by The 
Hatchet. But when she prepared 
to leave, the alumnus “grabbed 
her purse and would not let 
go,” and when she pulled her 
purse back, he “grabbed her 
and pinned her to the railing 
over the highway,” according to 
the UPD report.

“I struggled, kicking, 
scratching, biting and got away. 
He tackled me to the ground 
and pinned me down. I strug-
gled and got away again,” she 
wrote in the statement attached 
to the report.

He tackled her once more 
and chased her while “periodi-
cally grabbing” and “yelling 
non-threateningly” until she 
got back to campus and met up 
with her roommate, according 
to the written statement.

Although she wrote in the state-
ment that she wanted to “start a 
paper trail” of his actions, she did 
not add his name to the report until 
about three weeks later. She said of-
fi cials told her no disciplinary action 
could be taken against him unless 
his name was included.

The alumnus denied attack-
ing her in the park, saying “I didn’t 
tackle her. I didn’t hold her there. I 
didn’t do any of that.”

A second No Contact order was 
issued in April 2013 after the inci-
dent, which also banned the female 
graduate student from entering the 
alumnus’ residence hall. The second 
No Contact order was to remain in 
place until 2016, according to an Oc-
tober 2013 letter to the male alum-
nus written by Senior Associate 
Dean of Students Mark Levine that 
was obtained by The Hatchet.

Tina Bloom, an associate profes-
sor in the Sinclair School of Nursing 
at the University of Missouri who 
has studied partner violence, said 
deciding to take an incident to the 
police can be one of the most diffi -
cult decisions for a survivor, calling 
it an “almost superhuman effort.”

“People’s lives are really inter-
woven, and survivors have to make 
decisions of their safety in a context 
that includes all the ways that they 
and their partner are enmeshed and 

the ways the rely on each other,” 
Bloom said.

Sharing her story
The graduate student slowly be-

gan to share details of her relation-
ship with her family and friends, 
but said she mostly tried to keep it 
a secret from others, who she wor-
ried would judge her. She said even 
if people told her not to talk to the 
male alumnus, it was hard to let him 
go.

“To lose that relationship is 
not the same as removing a bad 
element from your life. It’s like 
you’re losing your identity,” she 
said.

The graduate student’s 
mother said she frequently 
checks in with her daughter, but 
has mainly watched as the grad-
uate student has tried to take 
control on her own. The experi-
ence “shattered” her daughter, 
the mother said.

“As a mom, it’s really hard to 
know when you need to do what 
– when you try to help them be 
strong or try to intervene,” the 
mother said.

A friend who lived with the 
graduate student during their 
senior year at GW said she was 
worried the alumnus would fi nd 
out where they lived. She said 
she frequently told the graduate 
student to stop talking to him.

“I hated it. I always told 
her not to talk to him. I can’t 
even tell you how many times I 
thought they were done talking, 
and then he’d contact again. All 
of our friends would say he was 
bad news,” the friend said.

The graduate student said 
she struggled to feel motivated 
or hopeful that things would im-
prove as contact continued.

“It’s been years, so it was 
a really slow chipping away I 
guess at my personality until I 
really just felt I had lost myself,” 
she said. They have not contact-
ed each other since she obtained 
an Order of Protection from D.C. 
Superior Court last month.

The graduate student spent 
last semester away from cam-
pus, taking classes remotely and 
recuperating with family. The 
alumnus continued contacting 
her during that time, leading 
her to fi le a cyberstalking report 
to police in her hometown in 
December 2014, according to a 
copy of the document obtained 
by The Hatchet.

Others who are close to the 
graduate student, like her man-
ager at work and her faculty 
mentor in her graduate program 
at GW, said that when she did 
open up to them, they were sur-
prised. She had always seemed 
so put together, they said.

“Throughout this entire 
thing, she kept up with every-
thing and has done it beauti-
fully,” her faculty mentor said. 
“Anyone else I can think of who 
has gone through something like 
this could be completely falling 
apart.”

From Page 1

Former student fi les 
lawsuit after allegedly 
being struck by GW vehicle

A former student is 
suing the University for 
$750,000, claiming she 
was injured after she was 
struck by a GW vehicle in 
2012.

Alexis Levine, who 
was an undergraduate 
student at the time of the 
incident, filed the com-
plaint in D.C. Superior 
Court two weeks ago. She 
alleges that she suffered 
severe back injuries and 
mental anguish, accord-
ing to court documents.

Levine claims she 
was crossing 23rd Street 
with friends at a cross-
walk in June 2012 at about 
11:30 p.m. when she was 
struck by the vehicle and 

knocked to the ground. 
She suffered two herni-
ated discs and multiple 
scrapes and bruises as a 
result of the collision, ac-
cording to the documents. 
The complaint did not 
specify what kind of ve-
hicle it was.

The driver, who was 
not identified in the docu-
ments, allegedly yelled 
out the window and “nev-
er stopped or returned to 
the scene,” according to 
the documents.

A University Police 
Department offi cer ar-
rived at the scene with 
paramedics. Levine was 
sent home that night after 
a brief examination. She 
alleges that she “could not 
walk without excruciating 
pain” the following day.

Levine has “incurred 
substantial medical ex-
penses; has suffered a loss 
of wages; has suffered 
and will continue to suf-
fer pain ... emotional dis-
tress and mental anguish; 
and has incurred other in-
juries and damages,” ac-
cording to the court docu-
ment.

University spokes-
woman Maralee Csel-
lar said GW is aware of 
the case but does not 
comment on pending 
litigation. Paul Cornoni, 
Levine’s lawyer, was not 
immediately available for 
comment.

A scheduling confer-
ence for the trial will take 
place June 12. Levine re-
quested a trial by jury for 
her case.

ROBIN EBERHARDT
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