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Local universities feel
impact of lagging economy
ELLIE SMITH
CONTRIBUTING NEWS EDITOR
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Steve Arnold, Jack Rametta, Alex Klopfenstein, Mojib Ghaznawi and Alex Hosmar of the Latin Band performed in
the 16-hour music department protest. Student-run music groups, including ones that protested against departmental budget cuts, will receive more funding in the next year from the Student Association.

SA finance committee boosts
funds for music groups
EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Music groups will see more
Student Association funding next
academic year, a move SA leaders
say comes in response to recent
music department budget cuts.
The SA Senate’s ﬁnance committee increased funding by at
least 38 percent to student organizations connected to the music department, a month after University
ofﬁcials shrunk the department
by almost half. Now, the student
funds will help groups like the
GW Orchestra and GW Jazz Orchestra pay for instructors, sheet
music and CDs they produce.
The ﬁnancial boost is one of
the more prominent acts of student

support for GW’s music programs
after the cuts and follows a month
of student-organized protests, including a 16-hour-long concert
and a social media campaign.
The GW Troubadours, an a
cappella group afﬁliated with the
music department, saw its funding
jump by more than 400 percent to
about $1,890, and GW’s orchestra,
which did not receive funding last
year, will likely have $500 to spend
after allocations are approved by
the SA Senate on Monday night.
And GW’s jazz orchestra,
which also did not receive any
funding from the SA last year, will
have $2,200 to spend starting next
semester, according to SA allocation data.
Nancy Mannebach, who will

Fiscal year 2011-2015
projected increases

lead the ﬁnance committee next
semester, said music groups asked
for more money this year than
they have in the past so they could
afford to bring in instructors for rehearsals and pay for sheet music.
Mannebach said some groups
are asking for support because
GW used to fund items like vocal
coaches, but that money was lost
in the budget cuts.
The ﬁnance committee distributes $1.2 million to student organizations each year, giving out funds
after groups submit tentative budgets to the group in April.
Mannebach said the committee had decided to increase those
groups’ allocations because the

71%

See SA ALLOCATIONS Page 5

Running a university isn’t
cheap, and D.C.’s economy isn’t
making it any easier.
Three D.C. universities – GW,
Howard and Catholic universities
– have made signiﬁcant faculty cuts
this month as part of university budget reductions. The schools’ issues
are just a few examples of a difﬁcult
ﬁnancial climate for universities nationwide, but experts say the District’s economy has dealt its private
institutions a particularly bad hand.
Howard and Catholic universities cut 84 and 37 staff positions this
month, respectively, and GW laid
off 46 staffers earlier this month.
Catholic and Howard universities
declined to comment on what positions they cut and the causes behind
their budget issues.
GW ofﬁcials have asked all departments to strip about 5 percent
from their budgets, including administrative divisions, amid a University-wide budget crunch.
Private institutions across the
country that rely on tuition for revenue are struggling to make ends
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GW is one of several D.C.-area universities facing budget reductions amid a
difficult local financial climate.

Overall
revenues

193%

meet, but D.C.’s economic downturn in recent years has magniﬁed
those effects for the region’s schools
said Stephen Fuller, a professor at
George Mason University’s Center
for Regional Analysis.
Fuller said after the national recession in 2008 and recent budget
trimming by the federal government, D.C.’s economy has suffered
and students are less likely to pursue degrees in a city with a struggling economy, because it creates
a more competitive job market for
graduates.
“There’s less of an incentive to
get your degree here, when even
Detroit is outperforming the Washington metro area,” Fuller said.
D.C.’s economy is the slowest growing in the nation, just after
Virginia and Maryland, and fell
from the fastest growing metropolitan economy in the U.S. in 2009 to
the sixteenth this year, according to
George Mason’s Center for Regional
Analysis. And the Washington metro area’s gross domestic product,
one of the main measures used to
determine the health of an economy,

Only 20 of the
351 Division 1
athletic
departments
were able to fully
cover their costs.
Of Division 1
schools without
football, GW’s
budget size
places it in the
top quartile.
Those schools
received an
average 76%
subsidy of their
athletics budgets
from their
universities.
Sources: NCAA 2014
Annual Report, USA
Today, GW Athletics
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Athletic department expects continued growth
Department will
weather budget cuts
with outside revenue
NORA PRINCIOTTI
SPORTS EDITOR

The men’s tennis team that won
its second straight Atlantic 10 tournament Sunday beneﬁted from a
nearly $50,000 budget increase over
the last ﬁve years, and next month,
the baseball team will host a conference championship on a ﬁeld built
with a trustee’s donation.

Meanwhile, budgets are being
slashed 5 percent across campus.
That goes for the athletic department budget, too, but athletic director Patrick Nero said the department can cover the cuts and keep
growing because it can do something that others can’t: bring in outside revenue.
“Our revenues are signiﬁcantly
up and new revenues helped cover
our 5 percent cut so that it’s not going to impact our students,” Nero
said. “We’ve been able to make sure
that our budget cuts will have very
little impact on the students.”
Athletics communications director Brian Sereno said that the
department’s ﬁve-year projections

through the end of this ﬁscal year
show revenues increasing by more
than 70 percent from several areas
including ticket sales, larger media
contracts, payouts from participation in the NCAA Tournament and
growing philanthropy to the athletic
department.
Nero said the athletic department’s 5 percent cut was in “administrative” areas. No staff members
were laid off, but some vacant positions were eliminated and Sereno
said that the department “may have
to revisit the situation in the future.”
Since Nero arrived at GW in
2011, the athletic department has
had some of its best years in program history. Both basketball teams

have been to the NCAA Tournament, programs like gymnastics
have won league titles and facilities have been improved in Foggy
Bottom and on the Mount Vernon
Campus.
The department has also seen
its budget grow through University
support: In 2012, the Board of Trustees approved the athletic strategic
plan, which involved committing
resources to bring the athletic department budget from the bottom
of the Atlantic 10 conference to the
top third.
The athletic department declined to provide the amount of
money the Board committed, but
the budget grew about 24 percent

between ﬁscal year 2012 before the
plan, to about $25 million in ﬁscal year 2013 after the plan was released.
In total, the department’s budget has grown from about $20 million in ﬁscal year 2012 to nearly $28
million in ﬁscal year 2014, according
to data from the Department of Education.
It’s not clear whether that additional $2.7 million jump was due to
more University support, increased
revenues or philanthropy. But Nero
said GW has essentially maxed out
its commitment, and further growth
will have to come from other sources.
See SPORTS BUDGET Page 8
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CRIME LOG
DRUG LAW VIOLATION/LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
Thurston Hall
4/15/15 - 10:02 p.m.
Case closed

University Police Department ofﬁcers responded
to a tip of someone possessing drugs. GW
Housing was present and searched the room.
The search yielded marijuana, alcoholic
beverages and fake identiﬁcation.
Referred for disciplinary action

UNLAWFUL ENTRY
Fulbright Hall
4/16/15 - 7:05 p.m.
Case Closed

DESTRUCTION

Dakota Apartments
4/16/15 - Multiple times
Case Closed

Multiple instances of grafﬁti were found on
dorm room walls.
Referred for disciplinary action

DESTRUCTION

University Yard
4/18/15 - Unknown time
Case Closed

University Police Department ofﬁcers responded
to a report that someone spray painted a mobile
trailer in University Yard.
No suspects or witnesses

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION/DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Shenkman Hall
4/19/15 - 2:30 a.m.
Case Closed

UPD responded to a report of an intoxicated
subject in Shenkman who had urinated in
the food court. He was assessed and was
transported to the GW Hospital by EMeRG.
Referred for disciplinary action

THEFT

Lisner Hall
4/20/15 - Unknown time
Case Closed

A student reported the theft of her and others’
food from refrigerators available to law students.
No suspects or witnesses
-Compiled by Robin Eberhardt
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GW senior Jasmine Vicencio, left, and Midshipman Barbara Dash, right, pie Naval Science professor and Lt. Chase Johnson, center, as
part of Camp Kesem GW’s “Pie A Professor Day.” A fundraiser with a goal of raising money to send 100 children of cancer patients to a
free, week-long summer camp.
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GW REVAMPS
ADMITTED
STUDENTS
DAYS

The University changed
up admitted students
days this year to give
prospective students
and their parents
a more upscale
experience.

2

DATING VIOLENCE
ON CAMPUS: PART
THREE
A graduate student is
considering filing a complaint
that would launch a federal
investigation into how GW
supports survivors of sexual
violence.

WORTH QUOTING

It’s important that we’re
funding these organizations.
What they bought into when
they were freshmen is what
they should be receiving.
BEN PRYDE, chair of the Student

Association finance committee, on why
the committee chose to increase funding
to music groups after budget cuts hit the
music department.

ON GWHATCHET.COM

3

PHI KAPPA
PSI UNDER
INVESTIGATION

A national director of
the fraternity confirmed
last week that GW is
investigating the campus
chapter.

WATCH
ONLINE

A person not afﬁliated with the University was
found sleeping on the lobby ﬂoor. The subject
was barred and escorted from the building.
Referred for disciplinary action

Seven a cappella groups performed in GW
Class Council’s Battle of the A Cappellas.
Video by Sara Amrozowicz.

THIS WEEK
Monday, April 27

Site Visit: Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau

Lock in a spot on a trip to visit the
bureau that ensures financial security
around the nation.
9:15 a.m.• Foggy Bottom Metro

Safe Summer Break Fair

Soak up Colonial Health Center’s
tips to have a safe summer vacation
and pick up some free beach bag
essentials, like sunscreen and protein
bars.
1 p.m. • Mount Vernon Campus
Quad

Wednesday, April 29
Barbecue Bonanza

Marinate in the spring weather to roast
away any pre-finals stress with Program
Board’s made-to-order barbecue.
5 p.m. • Square 80

Friday, May 1
Friday Student Showcase

Open your ears to vocal and instrumental
performances – and open your mouth for
free pizza at the same time.
6 p.m. • Phillips Hall

''
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To build on international focus, University turns to South Korea
China is still the big fish. The
Korean government has put out
the welcome mat for overseas
institutions.

RYAN LASKER
CONTRIBUTING NEWS EDITOR

After pulling away from
major plans to launch a
campus in China more than
a year ago, GW is turning
to one of its global alumni
hotspots — South Korea.
Faculty
and
higher
education experts say Asia
has become a popular place
for American universities to
set down roots because of its
prime location and economic,
political and global reach.
And at a time when South
Korea is opening itself up
to outside ﬁrms, GW ﬁts
the bill to enter into the
emerging market with goals
to strengthen its partnerships
with foreign nations.
GW
has
already
targeted South Korea as a
priority location to start new
programs, like the Korean
Management
Institute,
which
launched
earlier
this month, and through
partnerships with the School
of Engineering and Applied
Science. GW has more than
900 alumni living in South
Korea, according to GW’s

PHILIP ALTBACH
Director of the Center for International Higher Education at Boston College
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The Korean Management Institute, which launched this month, is part of a larger University trend
focusing on increased programming involving South Korea.

alumni website.
Danny Leipziger, an
international
business
professor, said more than
1,000
Korean
students
have received a master’s
in business administration
from the University over the
last 25 years, an indication of

a strong bond between the
country and GW.
He said the rapid
economic growth South
Korea has undergone in
recent years has been a
key example for students
pursuing degrees in areas like
economics and business.

GW recently
announced
renovation plans
for the Corcoran’s
17th Street
building after it
purchased the
property. Many of
those renovations
will need to be
approved by the
D.C. government,
as parts of
the building’s
interior are
now considered
historic.

Much of the interior of
the Corcoran’s 17th Street
building is now considered
a historic landmark, a move
which could complicate
GW’s plans for a massive
renovation to the inside of the
building.
Previously, GW planned
on spending about $80
million to revamp the inside
of the 17th Street building.
But after the Historic
Preservation Review Board
designated most parts of
the inside of the building as
historic landmarks Thursday,
those renovations will have
to be modiﬁed to meet new
standards – a process which
experts said could cost GW
more time and money.
GW will now need
to have all renovations
approved by the D.C.
government and will have

CONTRIBUTING NEWS EDITOR

to undergo review and
approval processes when
applying for and using
building permits. Previously,
the University would only
have to make sure changes
met the usual guidelines of
the Department of Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, but
now all construction will
have to be approved by
D.C.’s Ofﬁce of Planning.
Staff in the city’s
planning ofﬁce will approve
all proposed renovations
within the protected spaces
in the building. Changes
that involve the removal,
destruction or alterations to
any part of the interior will
have to be approved.
Edward
Giefer,
a
Freedom of Information
Act ofﬁcer in the ofﬁce, said
GW ofﬁcials will work with
the Ofﬁce of Planning’s
Historic Preservation Ofﬁce
to develop a plan to keep
up with and rehabilitate the

interior, a suggestion made
by the Historic Preservation
Board in their proposal to
designate the building as
historic.
“Any
construction
activity requiring a D.C.
building permit will be
subject to review to ensure
that the building’s signiﬁcant
spaces, features and ﬁnishes
will be retained and that
alterations are compatible
with those interiors,” Giefer
said.
U n i v e r s i t y
spokeswoman
Candace
Smith said it was too early
in the process to determine
the additional costs the
University will take on as a
result of the ruling.
“Phased renovation of
the building will continue.
The designation of certain
spaces in the building as
historic will not prevent
renovation in those areas,
but will require greater

Senior goes to Capitol Hill to present
Department of Defense research
BRANDON CAMPBELL
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

An intern at the Pentagon since her freshman year,
Michelle
Shevin-Coetzee
knew early on in her college
career what she wanted to research during her senior year.
Last week, she had the
opportunity to present her
senior honors thesis to members of Congress through
Posters on the Hill, an event
hosted by the Council on
Undergraduate Research, a
national organization that
supports and promotes undergraduate research and
scholarship.
Shevin-Coetzee and the
other 59 selected students
stood for two hours with
posters detailing their research while congressmen,
senators and staffers spoke
with them about their work.
“It was a really wonderful experience to be there,”
she said. “I was the odd person out with the social science focus, so a few of the
individuals who came over
to view my poster were excited about understanding
the research.”
Shevin-Coetzee is a

See KOREA Page 6
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Building’s historic designation
lengthens renovation process
CONTRIBUTING NEWS EDITOR

GW’s alumni base in South
Korea inﬂuenced its interest
in the country, GW’s current
focus
in
programming,
how the business school’s
relationship in South Korea
relates to the one in China or
students’ interest in programs
in South Korea.
George Mason University
has a satellite campus in
South Korea and peer schools
like New York University
have planted roots in Asia
with campuses in Dubai and
Shanghai.
A business professor,
who spoke under the
condition of anonymity,
said GW shouldn’t consider
a satellite campus in South
Korea because the country

Sustainable laundry added to
University’s janitorial services

HATCHET FILE
PHOTO

ELLIE SMITH

“Some of the lessons of
successful development is
what [professors] focus on,
particularly on countries that
are lower-middle income
countries that want to see
their
economic
growth
improve,” he said. “So I think
there are a lot of avenues for

additional cooperation that
the business school could
look at, and the University
more generally.”
The document detailing
the University’s plans to open
the management institute
in South Korea said there
possibly could be talks about
starting a campus there in the
future, but ofﬁcials have said
conversations about another
campus are very preliminary.
University
spokeswoman
Maralee Csellar conﬁrmed
that the University does
not have plans to launch a
campus in South Korea.
Provost Steven Lerman
declined through a University
spokeswoman to comment
on whether GW is shifting
focus in programming from
China to South Korea, how

member of the Elliott School
Undergraduate Scholars program, a selective group of
students that dedicate their
junior or senior year to an
independent research project.
Her research focused on
the inefﬁciencies of budget
processes in the Department
of Defense and Congress,
and presented suggestions
on how to ﬁx the issues.
Shevin-Coetzee,
who
was the ﬁrst GW student
selected for the program in
more than a decade, said
it was her experience with
research during her study
abroad program at the University of Cambridge in the
spring of 2014 that convinced
her to take on more formal
research.
Stephen Biddle, ShevinCoetzee’s thesis adviser and
a professor of political science and international affairs,
said he was impressed by her
interest in the topic and her
willingness to take challenging graduate courses while
she was still an undergraduate.
Biddle said he has a
reputation for being a fairly
demanding thesis adviser, so
when Shevin-Coetzee asked

him to be her adviser, he
knew she was serious about
the topic. He said he was
impressed by her experience
and her ability to make her
research sophisticated and
professional.
“It’s a collection of very
astute observations that she
combines into an analysis,”
Biddle said. “Her combination of the way the department works and the ability to
secure interview access with
a wide range of people allowed her to do a particularly
impressive job combining internship experience with academic and analytic research
activity.”
Shevin-Coetzee,
said
she hopes to continue her
research after graduation.
She will intern at the Center
for a New American Security, a think tank located in
D.C. this summer. She said
all undergraduates should
consider taking on research
projects during their time
at GW.
“The main starting point
is ﬁnding something that
you’re interested in, and
want to learn more about it,”
she said. “There are no limits
to it.”

A sustainable laundry
service will soon be pedaling
around GW’s campus to
wash dirty laundry in the
Science and Engineering
Hall.
Wash Cycle Laundry, a
Philadelphia-based operation
with outlets in three major
cities, has left cars and trucks
behind in an effort to meet
commercial and consumers’
laundry needs and deliver
their goods by bicycle. The
environmentally
friendly
company signed a contract
with GW’s janitorial service
provider, Aramark, last week,
but is starting out small,
servicing only the Science
and Engineering Hall.
Gabriel Mandujano, the
founder of the company,
launched the service in 2010
and is just starting to work in
D.C. GW is the ﬁrst university
the group will work for in the
city.
The company will wash
janitorial materials including
mopheads, microﬁber cloths
and towels.
Mandujano said he had
reached out to other D.C.
universities and hopes to
expand to other colleges in
the future, but GW was the
ﬁrst institution to respond.
“GW was the [university]
that was most enthusiastic
and ready to move the
quickest in a really big way,”
Mandujano said.
Mandujano said Wash
Cycle Laundry will also
target GW students for

PHOTO COURTESY OF WASH CYCLE
Employees of Wash Cycle Laundry, a sustainable laundry service,
pick up and deliver laundry on bikes. The service will start servicing the Science and Engineering Hall and hopes to expand to
students in the fall.

personalized laundry service
starting in the fall.
He said he ﬁgured
out a way to translate his
experiences into a new
business.
“I had done work
both in sustainability and
community
economic
development,” Mandujano
said. “I was eager to create
a venture that could achieve
both of those goals.”
About half of the
company’s employees are
made up of former substance
abusers, convicted felons,
homeless people and current
citizens on welfare. He said
his background prompted
him to reach out to those
groups who may have
more difﬁculty in ﬁnding
employment.
Wendy Coles, a cyclist
in Philadelphia, said Wash

Cycle Laundry has given
her ﬂexible hours and
working alongside people
from different backgrounds
has given her a broader
perspective.
“It’s a good company to
work for even though it’s a
startup,” Coles said. “You
get to experience all different
types of people.”
Elliot Rosario Jr. trains
the cyclists who retrieve and
deliver the laundry for the
company. He said working
at the company has been
“rewarding” because of his
love for cycling and his belief
in the service’s social mission.
“People
who
are
skilled and get back into
the workforce are very
motivated individuals but
have barriers,” Rosario said.
“We seek to overcome those
barriers.”
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It might seem strange that as a rising senior, I’m only just now
spending a summer away from home, but I held out for so
long because going back home has been important to me.

–CONTRIBUTING OPINIONS EDITOR SARAH BLUGIS on her upcoming summer in D.C. • April 23

STAFF EDITORIAL

The dos and don’ts of student advocacy
By now, many of us have been
told that traditional student activism is dead. But not at GW. All year,
student activists have been honing
in on national issues like fossil fuel
divestment, sexual assault prevention and race relations, and these
campaigns have often included
public protests.
This academic year has provided a unique opportunity to examine
student advocacy and the various
tactics that student groups employ
to further their agendas. We’ve noticed that student groups are most
successful when they communicate
well with students and administrators, focus on issues that are speciﬁc
to GW and balance their protests
with productive conversations. By
keeping all of this in mind, student
advocates can push their initiatives
forward and attract the administration’s undivided attention.
There has undeniably been an
upward trend in attention-grabbing student lobbying that aims to
change policies at GW or bring attention to important issues. But one

group has seen more success than
any other: Students Against Sexual
Assault has just lobbied the University to implement in-person, mandatory sexual assault prevention
training during Welcome Week.
For SASA, this year has been
about understanding how to campaign and convey a speciﬁc message, all while interacting successfully with students and with the
GW administration.
They’ve clearly done their due
diligence in learning the intricacies of how the University works.
The group met with University
President Steven Knapp earlier this
month, and SASA’s vice president
Laura Zillman also said in an email
that the group has had “at least
one or two separate administrative
meetings per month during this
school year” with administrators
from the Division of Student Affairs
and the Ofﬁce of Diversity and Inclusion.
Without a fundamental understanding of how to communicate
with administrators in a produc-

tive way – as well as strong-willed
personalities in the room – these
meetings likely wouldn’t have been
granted, let alone taken seriously.
Other student groups, meanwhile, have had more trouble proving that they understand the ins and
outs of GW’s policies. The Progressive Student Union has pushed the
University for more rights for Sodexo workers all year, for example.
But they’ve seen little progress,
probably because GW has little to
no control over how Sodexo interacts with its workers – a fact that
PSU is either unaware of or has
chosen to ignore. But no matter how
much student leaders understand
about University policy, any campaign is doomed without longevity
and a focus on incremental accomplishments.
Rather than expecting change
all at once in the form of a few protests, SASA made their moves one
step at a time: They began as a resource for survivors, made advocacy pushes through outreach and
op-eds, then organized protests and

ﬁnally, gained enough clout to meet
with administrators like Knapp.
On the other hand, members of
Fossil Free GW asked the University to disclose its investments in
fossil fuels and remove them from
the endowment – an ask that over
70 percent of students who voted in
the SA elections supported, but that
the University has yet to publicly
acknowledge. Clearly, asking too
much can be detrimental, especially
when such big demands are made
with little knowledge of how they
might affect GW in the long run.
That process, known as divestment, joins sexual assault as a major national conversation in higher
education over the last several
years – but divestment may not be
ﬁnancially feasible for every school.
Sexual assault, on the other hand, is
something that ofﬁcials can publicly
work to prevent.
Certainly, the national momentum behind sexual assault education has been helpful for SASA. But
national attention hasn’t been helpful for every group, since conversa-

tions about fossil fuel divestment
and race relations have been prominent on other college campuses.
In addition, as student advocacy ramps up on GW’s campus,
students would do well to remember that intrusive demonstrations
tend to annoy universities, rather
than motivate them to act. Sure,
SASA has had its public spectacles,
like their recent march to Rice Hall
with mattresses on their backs. But
they’ve been careful to balance
those public spectacles with mature, substantive conversations with
administrators. In return, GW has
taken those conversations seriously.
Obviously, none of this should
keep student organizations from
advocating on behalf of students.
Just because a ﬁght isn’t easy to win
doesn’t mean it isn’t worth ﬁghting
– and it’s impressive and admirable
that so many student groups have
made their voices heard.
But if we’ve learned anything
this year, it’s that some student advocacy battles will be better fought
than others.

How I learned to root for the home team What I learned

W

hen your team’s
doing well, it’s
easy to root for
them.
When
they’re not, well, it can take a
true fan to keep cheering.
A few weeks ago, I completed GW’s mandatory online graduation survey, which
seniors are required to answer
before claiming our Commencement tickets. Some of
the questions were easy and
thought-provoking – how satisﬁed was I with the classes
in my major? How often had
I taken advantage of certain
campus resources?

Robin
Jones Kerr
Opinions
Editor
But one of the questions
gave me pause: If given the
chance to do it over again,
would I pick GW?
I had to answer honestly
– maybe not. As my time at
GW comes to a close, I’ve had
to reconcile that when push
comes to shove, I’m not likely
to throw on a GW jersey and
root, root root for the home
team.
I came here because I liked
the campus vibe and have
family in D.C. – not to mention the attractive ﬁnancial
aid package. And I might be
more cynical than most, but
after four years at GW – an
institution where the losses
seem to hit harder than the
victories – it can be easy to
grow disillusioned with the
school as a whole.
I’ve watched students be disappointed
by ofﬁcials on issue
after issue, from academic support to
housing. GW has
clammed
u
p
when
s t u dents deserve information most and
has failed to heed the warnings of faculty about fundraising for massive new buildings.
The constant bureaucracy
and, at times, mind-boggling
decisions from ofﬁcials have
meant I’ve never had much of
a reason to feel like a true Colonial, and I’ve always been
disappointed by that fact.
In particular, I’ve grown
nervous about the upcoming
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University-wide Commencement on the National Mall –
that’s the day I’ll be required
to feel my GW pride to the
fullest, and I’m worried that
when I need it, it won’t be
there.
For any other students
feeling a similar way, here’s
how I’m coping: I’m trying to
remind myself that the other
central event of graduation
weekend is the ceremony for
my own school, the School of
Media and Public Affairs, and
I’m looking to that as a source
of pride.
Ideally, other students
can do the same – be proud
of the school from which
you’re graduating, whether
it be engineering, business or
international affairs. Hopefully, eventually, that’ll help
us come to terms with the fact
that we chose GW.
My mom teaches at the
University of Michigan, and
while that’s a big football
school, kids there have always seemed to have pride
in their university regardless
of whether or not they spend
Sunday afternoons in the Big
House. I applied there as a senior in high school, and was
excited to fall in love with an
institution – to identify as an
alumna – for the rest of my
life. And I’m not even a football fan.
GW certainly wants us
to draw our pride from the
city in which we live – but
after four years of exposure
to the D.C.-centric marketing
campaign that promises us
a lifetime of ill-ﬁtting suits,
giant egos and happy hour
schmooze fests, that source of
pride feels extremely tired.
We’ve even tried in the
past to draw our pride from
comparing ourselves to who
we’re
not
–
namely,
Georgetown
University. There
were still
remnants
of that rivalry
when I came to campus as a freshman,
and I was charmed
by our underdog
status in that ﬁght.
The
bummer
is, our men’s
basketball
team doesn’t
even play the
Hoyas
anymore – so there
goes that rallying

cry.

But luckily, I’ve found a
small segment of the GW experience that I may be able
to rally behind. It may not be
the whole franchise, but it’s

The constant
bureaucracy and, at
times, mind-boggling
decisions from officials
have meant I’ve never
had much of a reason to
feel like a true Colonial,
and I’ve always been
disappointed by that
fact.
a leadoff pitcher, and sometimes that’s enough.
A few weeks ago, I attended the end-of-year awards
night at SMPA. I had been last
year, and knew it was a casual event where the accomplishments of SMPA students
would be recognized, but I
wasn’t expecting anything
particularly life-changing out
of the 45-minute event.
But for some reason –
blame senior sentimentality –
the event got to me a little bit.
It’s easy to go for a long time
without reﬂecting on the work
we’ve been doing
in our individual schools. We
get
caught
up in the
daily slog of
going to class,
sitting exams
and writing
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papers, and we often fail to
step back and realize what
we’ve been working toward
this whole time: getting a degree in something we (hopefully) are passionate about.
I may have my issues
with GW as an institution,
but I’ve been thrilled with my
school, and the awards event
reminded me of that. I’ve
loved getting to spend four
whole years studying these
topics and taking classes with
people who were equally passionate about them. I’ve loved
interning at feminist organizations because I adore being
surrounded by people who
think the same way I do – I’ve
loved SMPA for the same reason.
So whenever I get worried
about the upcoming deluge
of Commencement festivities,
I’ll try to remind myself that
over the weekend, I’ll attend
an SMPA breakfast and a journalism honors ceremony, and
I’ll “graduate before I graduate” with my fellow media
nerds.
Then, when I head to the
University-wide ceremony
on the Mall, I can rest a little bit easier knowing that,
though I may not adore GW
as an institution, the part of
it that has been my academic
home for four years is still
going strong – and that’s as
good a reason to support the
team as any.
—Robin Jones Kerr, a senior
majoring in journalism, is
The Hatchet’s
opinions
editor.
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from reading my
admissions file

M

ost of you will never know what
admissions ofﬁcers wrote about
you when you applied to college
– but you could. Under a relatively obscure section of the Federal Education
Rights and Privacy Act, students have a right
to view their admissions ﬁles. I ﬁled my own
FERPA request. I anticipated that, given classic
GW bureaucracy, this wouldn’t be easy – and
I wasn’t wrong.

Jonah Lewis
Columnist
I submitted my document request on Feb.
2 and could not review my ﬁle until April 23 –
more than a month after the 45 day deadline
for FERPA requests had passed. In that time
frame, I had to email more than four departments, tweet at Dean of Student Affairs Peter
Konwerski and threaten the University with a
FERPA complaint.
Even after all the hype, looking at my ﬁles
wasn’t earth-shattering – so it’s surprising
that the University was slow to provide them
to me. When students submit these requests,
GW should do its best to fulﬁll them as soon
as possible, since it’s unlikely students will riot
when they see their ﬁles.
A University spokesperson told me in an
email, “After the registrar, dean, chair or head
of an academic department that maintains the
records receives the written request, we begin
efforts to fulﬁll the request in a timely manner.”
I’ll admit, the experience of actually reviewing my records was slightly intimidating:
While you have the right to view your records,
they cannot leave with you and you cannot
take photos. Most of the ﬁle used confusing
codes and when asked, the University declined to provide me with a guide to decipher
them. The scoring sheet itself is broken up into
several key components. First is an academic
performance chart. The rest of the sheet is
made up of brief text boxes for comments.
It’s a bit jarring to see your entire personality and college application summarized in one
sentence. The ﬁnal comment on mine called
me “a terriﬁc student,” complimented my
essay and said that I was “a perfect ﬁt.” And
while I admittedly blushed at the complementary nature of this comment, it was so vague
that I still wondered what GW ofﬁcials actually thought of me.
It’s a shame that it took such a long ﬁght to
gain access to these records. If other students
are curious about their ﬁles, I would encourage them to make requests, too. Based on my
experience, though, the process might take
longer than expected.
—Jonah Lewis, a junior double-majoring in
sociology and political science, is a Hatchet
columnist.
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SA funnels funding into student-run music groups
From Page 1
organizations needed the dollars to create CDs and bring
in instructors, essential components to their work.
“We heard the news of
how it’s affected so many
students and different professors, so we gave them more
money,” Mannebach said,
adding that the ﬁnance committee would likely not be
able to fund the groups to the
same extent next year.
Ben Pryde, the current
chair of the senate’s ﬁnance
committee, said increasing
the funding would help students who were majoring or
minoring in music programs
but wanted to participate in
more outside instruction.
“It’s important that we’re
funding these organizations,”
Pryde said. “What they
bought into when they were
freshmen is what they should
be receiving.”
He added that giving extra funds to the music groups
wouldn’t have an impact on
funding for other student organizations, because the de-
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mand student organizations
have for the $1.2 million the
ﬁnance committee gives out
ﬂuctuates each year.
“Because the school was
pulling back on some music

programs, we did choose to
fund some items or activities
that the school has historically funded,” Pryde said.
Rayhaan Merani, a freshman senator who also sat on

the ﬁnance committee, said the
SA made the decision to “step
up to the plate” and help make
up for the lack of departmental
ﬁnancial support. He called
GW’s music groups “inﬂuen-

tial” and said he hoped to see
them continue.
“Are we going to the
hold the University accountable and ask them for money,
or are we going to let the student experience deteriorate?”
he said.
Students learned of the
cuts to the music department in March, when GW
announced that the department would be downsized to
one band and one chorus and
limit teaching to students majoring and minoring within
the department.
Jack Rametta, the treasurer of GW Jazz Orchestra, said
members of the organization
have been “very concerned”
about the budget cuts.
“We think that efforts
made by the SA to compensate for departmental budget cuts are arguably a good
thing, and something that we
might support individually,”
he said in a statement.
Barbro Dahlman, a professor in the music department, said any support from
the SA to fund music-based
student organizations can

help “enrich” the programs.
She said any extra support students can receive for
their extracurricular music
programming can only help.
“They’re not doing it
for credit, they’re doing it
because they want to do it,”
Dahlman said. “This adds a
huge amount of vibrancy to
the whole department.”
James Levy, a music professor who started the department’s jazz jam session – a
30-year-old institution that
held its last performance Friday – said he’s “conﬂicted”
about the surge in funding
because he’s afraid that the
increased SA funding will deter the University from giving
more funding to department
in the future.
“It’s supposed to be a
synergy between academic
people modeling behavior
for students and students going off and doing their own
things,” he said. “I think it’s
great that the SA is coming
up with money to make up
for this, but the University
shouldn’t be making these
cuts in the ﬁrst place.”

Students launch new local environmental programs
RYAN LASKER
& CLAIRE LISHAN ONG
HATCHET REPORTERS

From placing lily pads
in the Anacostia River to
planting seeds with children, GW students are
focusing on making D.C.
more
environmentally
friendly with help from a
University sponsor.
The University named
four students and their
partners as winners in its efforts to encourage students
to help both local communities and the environment.
The Eco-Equity Challenge
is the ﬁrst of GW’s contests
to push students to think
about sustainability and
Siemens Industry, a technology company whose
U.S. division is headquartered in the District, split
$15,000 among the four
groups to help the students
carry out their plans.
The University ﬁrst announced the Eco-Equity
Challenge in January with
a focus on getting students
involved in the community
through partnerships with
local nonproﬁt organizations and schools.
The contest is one of
several new sustainability programs that have
begun during University

President Steven Knapp’s
administration. GW was
awarded a “green ribbon”
from the U.S. Department
of Education for “comprehensive green efforts across
academics,
operations,
partnerships and planning,” according to a University release last week.
Junior
Ellie
Davis
will walk into D.C. public school classrooms with
$2,500 to recruit her volunteers. Davis, an environmental studies major,
spearheaded a project to
teach students how to take
advantage of technology
and use it to better understand the neighborhoods in
which they live.
Her team will teach
students how to use “opensource,” or free, online platforms that will allow the
students to create maps of
their neighborhoods, helping the rest of the world see
exactly what is going on in
the students’ small neighborhoods, Davis said.
Davis is partnering
with Higher Achievement,
an after-school enrichment
program, and Achievement
Prep, a charter school in
Southeast D.C., to teach students how to walk around
their neighborhoods and
and ﬁnd identifying fea-

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAX GROSSMAN
Eco-Challenge winner Max Grossman, right, volunteers at an after-school program with junior Kristen
Pinto. Grossman’s project will support a local “Peace Garden” for children.

tures, like locations of stop
signs or street potholes that
need to be ﬁxed.
She
said
ofﬁcials
in Southeast generally
struggle to keep students
enrolled in classes after
they leave middle school.
The area may face challenges, but she said her
project focuses on giving
students a productive and
worthwhile project to concentrate on and help keep

Norton leads ‘provocative’
panel on campus sexual assault
CATHERINE MORAN
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton, D-D.C., joined a
panel of universities’ Title IX
coordinators and other local
sexual assault prevention
advocates for a discussion
about sexual violence on
college campuses on Thursday night.
But members of Students Against Sexual Assault said though Norton’s
comments may have been
well-intended, they were
insensitive toward sexual
assault survivors. They also
said Norton’s comments did
not support campus advocates’ recent focus on education and survivor support.
“We have to ﬁrst understand that we live in a society that is soaked in sex so
we should not be surprised
KIANA
ROBERTSON |
HATCHET STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
Del. Eleanor Norton
Holmes, D-D.C.,
spoke at a panel
about campus
sexual assault at
American University
on Thursday.

that young people would
soak it in,” Norton said during the panel. “What we
have is boys gone wild.”
Norton told the audience that she made her
statements “provocative” to
prompt the discussion between herself and the audience. Norton’s ofﬁce did not
respond to request for additional comment.
The panel at American
University included Title IX
coordinator Rory Muhammad and SASA co-president
Kirsten Dimovitz.
SASA director of policy and outreach, Lauren
Courtney, said Norton’s
talk focused on men sexually assaulting women,
and Norton said sexual
assault survivors have the
responsibility to say “no,”
which could could make a
survivor feel blamed for

the attack.
“Obviously this is something we really took issue
with and the responsibility
to say no because it’s the responsibility of both partners
to be aware of what is going
on in an interaction,” Courtney said.
Courtney said while
SASA members and other
advocates “appreciated the
conversation,” Norton and
other speakers needed to
be better educated about
how to deal with survivors,
because certain words or
phrasing can trigger memories.
“We try to make these
baby steps to having better informed conversations.
Whenever someone wants
to have a conversation like
this they need to have better background,” Courtney
said. the future.”

them interested in the
classroom.
Max Grossman, a sophomore majoring in international affairs and geography, teamed up with a few
GW students to work with
a community center near
the Capitol building. He’s
spent the past two years
working at Little Friends
for Peace, a center that
teaches students how to
avoid violence and chan-

nel that energy into growing vegetables in a “Peace
Garden.”
He plans on amping
up programming and the
facilities around the center
by helping to pay for the
center’s daily lessons and
adding a rain barrel so children can recycle the water
for the garden. He declined
to say how much money he
received for the project.
Little Friends for Peace,

the local nonproﬁt that
runs the Peace Garden,
educates children living in
low-income areas on the
basics of sustainability and
team building, Grossman
said. He hopes to bring his
changes to the center this
fall.
Paige Cooper, a rising
senior majoring in international affairs and French,
won $8,000 for “Project Lily
Pad.”
In a partnership with
the nonproﬁt Living Classrooms and D.C. Public
Schools, Cooper’s plan gets
students to protect the Anacostia River along Kingman
Island and learn about the
environment by designing
and building ﬂoating wetland islands, structures that
help improve water quality
by acting like natural ﬁlters.
In an urban area where
land is scarce, ﬂoating islands are both useful and
cost effective, Cooper said.
She added that no similar project exists in the D.C.
area, so she hopes Project
Lily Pad will attract a lot of
attention.
Cooper said she chose
Living Classrooms as a
partner because of its past
experience with wetland
projects, including one in
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.
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Historic label could slow
Corcoran renovations
From Page 3
coordination with the
historic preservation review
ofﬁce,” Smith said.
Smith said the University
will continue to evaluate the
condition of the building
and will soon announce
an architect for the project
and a contractor for the
renovations.
Richard
Longstreth,
the director of the historic
preservation
graduate
program at GW, said the
quality of the contractor
chosen by the University
will determine how best the
institution can balance both
preserving and updating the
space.
“It
behooves
the
University to hire an
absolutely top-ﬂight ﬁrm in
this area of specialization,”
Longstreth said. “If you have
cancer you don’t consult
your general practitioner, you
get the best speciﬁc doctor to
cure that cancer.”
Longstreth said the
University can cut costs
in the long run by hiring

an architect experienced
in renovating historically
preserved interiors.
The D.C. Preservation
League and Save the Corcoran
– a group of Corcoran
alumni, faculty and Corcoran
community members – have
been advocating for the 17th
Street building’s historic
designation since 2012, two
years before GW bought
the building. The push was
ofﬁcially supported by the
Foggy Bottom and West End
Advisory
Neighborhood
Commission at a meeting last
month.
During negotiations with
the Historic Preservation
Review Board, GW ofﬁcials
only
wantedcertain
ceremonial spaces, including
the
building’s
atrium,
rotunda and grand staircase,
to be granted historic status
so the University could
modernize classrooms and
utilize gallery space.
When the University
acquired the building as part
of the schools’ merger, gallery
ofﬁcials had estimated the
full renovations to total about

$130 million, but University
President Steven Knapp later
said those costs would be
lower because the University
would not renovate it as a
museum.
Earlier
this
week,
the University sold the
Corcoran’s Fillmore building
in Georgetown to the S&R
Foundation, a nonproﬁt
which supports individuals
in the arts, sciences and social
entrepreneurship.
Knapp
previously said revenue from
the sale would help fund
renovations to the Corcoran’s
17th Street building.
Peyton Hall, a professor of
architecture at the University
of Southern California, said
the current state of a building,
can affect how easily owners
make renovations.
Hall
said
historic
ren“Part of the consideration
is not only what it was in the
past, but how it can adapt
to the present,” Hall said.
“Hopefully this designation
makes
the
building
something that is valued at
the University and in the
community.”

Hindu organization critiques
Knapp’s swastika response
ROBIN EBERHARDT
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

A national Hindu organization released a letter
Friday directed at University
President Steven Knapp, saying the group opposes the
University’s treatment of the
student who posted a swastika on a bulletin board in International House last month.
The group said the symbol may have been incorrectly
connected to anti-semitism.
After a swastika was
posted
in
International
House, Knapp said in a release that the incident – as
well as one in February – had
been referred to the Hate
Crimes Unit in the Metropolitan Police Department. The
student was expelled from
his fraternity two days later.
Harsh Voruganti, associate director of public policy
for the Hindu American
Foundation, wrote the letter and said that calling the

swastika a symbol of hatred
“alienates” GW’s Hindu,
Buddhist, Jain and Native
American students.
“By completely ignoring
the context and of the posting in this case, your actions
themselves risk intimidating
and creating a hostile environment for Hindu, Buddhist
and other GW students, who
might otherwise seek to display the swastika as a symbol
of their faith,” the letter to
Knapp read.
Voruganti, an alumnus
of GW Law school, questioned GW’s commitment to
religious diversity on campus and said in the letter that
GW’s attempt to expel the
student from the University
could lead to a ban on any
use of the swastika on campus.
University
spokeswoman Maralee Csellar said
GW has not banned nor is
attempting to ban religious
symbols on campus.

Voruganti said in a phone
interview that instead of
saying that the swastika is
always unacceptable, the
University should have considered whether the student
intended to send a hateful
message in posting the symbol in deciding disciplinary
action.
“If I would have still been
a student, I would have been
outraged,” Voruganti said.
GW law professor John
Banzhaf said the ﬁrst incident
of a swastika in International
House in February could be
legally prohibited because it
was posted in a nature that
is threatening against Jews
but the University may have
overreacted following the
March incident. “It’s completely illogical to discipline
a student for putting up an
Indian religious symbol, one
that goes back 2,500 years
simply because it might be
mistaken for a Nazi swastika,” Banzhaf said.
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Budget cuts across
D.C. universities

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY:
- cut 37 staff positions this
week, which will reduce
academic program costs by
$10 million by 2018
- undergraduate enrollment
down by 4 percent

GW:
- cut 46 staff positions this
month, which is 5 percent
of the University’s staff
positions
- $20 million
University-wide budget cut

CITYWIDE ECONOMY:

HOWARD UNIVERSITY:

- If D.C. were a state, it would rank
51st in economic growth. Virginia
is No. 48 and Maryland No. 49.
- The District has the 16th worst
metropolitan economy after being
No. 1 in 2010.

- cut 84 staff positions
this month
- third-straight year the
school has reduced staff
size, cutting 359
positions over three years

Source: GMU Center for Regional Analysis

Source: The Washington Post
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Struggling economy challenges
several local universities
From Page 1
fell .8 percent in 2013 after holding steady for a decade, according to the D.C.
Department of Commerce.
He said universities’
ﬁnancial problems can be
compounded by failing
economies in their regions.
D.C.’s economy faltered
in 2012 when the federal
government made $85 billion worth of cuts to federal
staffers’ salaries, including
cutting positions.
“We’re a company
town and our company is
government,” Fuller said.
“We don’t have the federal
dollars that were growing
every year by leaps and
bounds, and then all of a
sudden that spigot got shut
off.”
Earlier this year, the
D.C. chief ﬁnancial ofﬁcer
reported that D.C.’s population is the lowest it has been
in eight years because fewer
people are relocating to the
city from other places in
the U.S., including students
pursuing degrees at D.C.
area universities.
Experts said cuts at D.C.
schools occur in a cycle, depending on the level of interest students have in attending certain programs. These
changes have hit graduate
schools hardest because
those students often plan on
attending classes and holding a job at the same time,
and a decreased likelihood
of ﬁnding that outside employment can keep students

from applying to graduate
schools in cities with weaker economies.
Joseph Cordes, an economics professor and the
chair of the Faculty Senate’s ﬁnance committee,
said universities’ graduate
enrollment is dropping off
nationally after increasing
during the recent recession.
“The fact that three schools
in the area happen to have
problems with their cash
ﬂow shows the importance
of graduate enrollment,”
Cordes said. “In general,
we have certainly beneﬁtted from the fact that D.C. is
destination city for younger
adults.”
Lee Gardner, a ﬁnance
reporter at the Chronicle
of Higher Education, said
schools in cities like D.C.
are often considered “destination schools,” a label that
can both beneﬁt and hurt
the schools. Other private
universities of similar size
and rank in the Midwest or
Northeast regions may feel
pressure to attract students
to live in those areas because they are not as attractive to applicants.
“They’re trying to attract students that those areas don’t attract already, but
D.C. is a population center,”
Gardner said.
GW’s peer schools in
other major cities are not
facing similar budget issues,
but have larger endowments, which may help to
cover costs that GW and
other D.C. universities can’t

because of their reliance on
tuition dollars to fund daily
operations.
New York University’s
endowment totals about
$3.5 billion, while GW rings
in at $1.57 billion. Howard
and Catholic universities’
endowments are signiﬁcantly smaller – $586 and
$301 million, respectively.
“I don’t think NYU is
hurting for applicants, nor
are the best schools in Boston,” Gardner said. “A lot
of this is that once you get
out of the top 25 or 50 institutions in the country, a lot
of people are facing pressures.”
Because private institutions with smaller endowments rely on tuition for
revenue, ofﬁcials search for
ways to boost applications
and enrollment without
increasing the overall price
tag, said Christian Weller, a
professor of public policy at
the University of Massachusetts Boston.
Weller said students are
less likely to spend large
amounts at schools in cities
with already high living expenses. Universities in metropolitan areas have higher
room and board costs compared to ones in other locations.
“That leaves universities with the tough choice
to raise tuition and fees for
students or to cut spending.
There is a limit to how much
students will accept higher
tuition in a high cost area
such as D.C.,” Weller said.

University’s international goals target South Korea
From Page 3
has enough of its own
prestigious schools.
The
professor
said
Korean students don’t want
to attend GW while still
living in their home country
but would rather come to
D.C. for the full immersion.
“The time they spend
in their home country is
not the time they ﬁnd most
exciting,” the professor said.
Philip
Altbach,
a
professor and the director of
the Center for International
Higher Education at Boston
College,
said
students

in South Korea could be
interested in attending an
American university in their
home country because of an
attraction to “brand-name”
universities, like GW.
“There’s an advantage
to being a foreign namebrand institution for local
people,” Altbach said. “In
Korea, they’re name-brand
conscious, as they are in
China.”
He added that China
is still the most popular for
international
programs,
more so than South Korea,
because of its inﬂuence in the
world’s economy. But South

Korea’s private sector has
become more attractive for
foreign businesses to set up
in the nation, Altbach said.
“China is still the big
ﬁsh,” Altbach said. “The
Korean government has put
out the welcome mat for
overseas institutions.”
GW started working with
China under former business
school dean Doug Guthrie.
As a ﬂuent Mandarin
speaker and expert on the
country, Guthrie made solid
connections with inﬂuential
executives in the nation, but
those responsibilities fell to
other University ofﬁcials

and GW’s China Committee
to keep when Guthrie was
ﬁred and left GW in 2013.
A challenge of running
any sort of relationship
between
America
and
a campus abroad is the
uniformity of the education,
Altbach said. The University
would have to hire faculty to
teach courses on a satellite
campus and make sure the
students are experiencing the
“brand” that GW markets.
“There aren’t that many
American faculty who are
interested in going for more
than one week,” Altbach
said.

Karin Fischer, a higher
education expert and a senior
reporter for The Chronicle
of Higher Education, said
South Korea is experiencing
growth
in
economic,
political and strategic sectors
and gaining inﬂuence in
Asia, making universities
bordering the nation hone
in on what the country has
to offer.
“Korea, I think, has been
trying to make some more
aggressive efforts in the last
couple years to recruit more
foreign universities,” Fischer
said.
Fischer
added
that

universities don’t tend to
launch satellite campuses
because
of
the
legal
complexities and difﬁculties
that come along with
maintaining
standards
similar to the university in
America.
She added that GW’s
large alumni base is an asset
to the University in trying
to establish connections
because
it’s
beneﬁcial
“having people on the
ground who know the
University and kind of act as
connectors.”
—Lila Weatherly contributed
reporting.
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9:30 Club
April 29 • $25

After touring together in 2012,
pop group Vinyl Williams will once
again join chillwave artist Toro y
Moi, who recently released his
fourth album.

THIS WEEK IN
GW HISTORY

JEANINE MARIE
CULTURE EDITOR

LYDIA FRANCIS | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Brando Skyhorse, a visiting English professor, will judge the GW Poetry Out Loud
competition, where high school students recite poetry to win college scholarships.

students to participate in the
ﬁrst round at Banneker, and
while some classmates may
have dreaded performing
in front of an audience, she
“welcomed it with an open
heart and mind.”
“Performing is my
sport,” she said. “Being on
stage is my being on the
ﬁeld.”
Winners from contests
held at school move onto
county, then state. The
semiﬁnalists will recite
poems on Tuesday in
Lisner Auditorium, and
nine ﬁnalists will be asked
back for a ﬁnal recitation
Wednesday.
Jennifer Chang, an

''

Slam poet and author

English professor at GW,
was a guest judge in the
2012 semiﬁnal round. She
said that performing poetry
isn’t highlighted enough
in middle school and high
school curricula because
poetry can seem out-ofreach for young readers.
“You don’t have to
know what a poem means
immediately, but you can
still love a poem the way you
love certain songs. There’s
that
abstract
quality,”
Chang said. “Abstract is a
dirty word, but it’s actually
quite wonderful.”
Slam poet Taylor Mali
will host the competition
this year. He said in high
school, an English teacher
had forced his friend to
memorize “The Love Song”
by T.S. Eliot.
“He hated doing it but
the poem stuck by him.
Then, in college, he was
studying with a girl he
really liked and she said her
favorite poem was that one.
He recited the whole thing
and she threw herself on top

of him,” he said. “Studying
poetry in high school will
allow you to make out with
the person of your dreams
in college.”
Brando Skyhorse, a
visiting professor in GW’s
English department, said
when schools look to rein in
spending, the humanities,
especially poetry, are the
ﬁrst to go.
“It’s a real shame –
we use language every
day. Poetry is the most
important part of our lives.
At weddings, funerals,
graduations – poetry is
always there. It’s taken for
granted,” Skyhorse said.
Carol Jago, another
judge, said poetry-focused
organizations act as “forces
for good” as teachers began
to de-emphasize recitation
in classrooms.
“It’s not about using
quill pens and making
poems
too
precious,”
Jago said. “We want to be
something they talk about
like the last episode of ‘Mad
Men.’”

Students share moments of
racial tension online
Over the past few
months, students have turned
to online groups to share their
frustrations and talk about
aspects of race that are often
ignored or considered taboo.
The organizers of the
groups say they are an
important forum for allowing
students of color to share their
experiences with the rest of
campus. Many posts include
examples of microagressions,
ways ofﬁcials can promote
equality
or
interactions
that multicultural students
say have made them
uncomfortable.
Microaggressions
are what Derald Sue, a
psychology and education
professor
at
Columbia
University who specializes in
multicultural issues, deﬁnes
as the “everyday slights,
indignities, insults and putdowns that people of color
experience in their day-today interactions with wellintentioned white people.”
Earlier
this
month,
freshmen Nkechi Okoronkwo
and Devan Cole launched I
Too, Am GW, aTumblr and
Instagram project featuring
photos
of
participants
ELIZABETH
LANE | HATCHET
PHOTOGRAPHER
Freshman Nkechi
Okoronkwo uses
social media to promote I Too, Am GW,
a project that aims
to bring awareness
to challenges multicultural students
face, while also
spreading encouraging messages.

This Chicago-based band
plays everything from modern
pop and punk rock to 1960s
psychedelic sounds.

holding whiteboards that
share empowering messages
and also racism they have
encountered on campus.
Okoronkwo
hopes
her project can help others
understand what it means to
be a person of color at GW,
saying on a predominantly
white campus, she has often
been treated as a “token black
girl” in groups of students
who don’t often interact
with people of color. She said
having to constantly answer
questions or ﬁght stereotypes
can be exhausting.
“I’m in class and the
professor says something
about black people or Africa
and there’s a general look
towards me, like ‘Speak for
your race,’” she said. “I don’t
think most people look to
white people and say, ‘Hey,
speak for your entire race
because you guys are all the
same.’”
Though Okoronkwo –
whose page also features
student interviews about
how the University can
improve minority students’
experiences – is not involved
in any talks with ofﬁcials,
she said she hoped her page
would grab their attention.
Ofﬁcials at the Multicultural
Student Services Center

did not return a request for
comment.
She said that people may
not realize they have done
something offensive – like
telling her she is “pretty for
a black girl” – because they
think their comments are
harmless or even ﬂattering.
“It kind of builds up and
it makes a person feel like
they’re not an individual,
like you’re made of all these
different parts that are
interesting to other people,”
she said.
The project coincides
with the creation of Colored
Colonial
Confessions,
which launched last month
and publishes anonymous
submissions about students’
experiences with racism.
One of its administrators,
an undergraduate student
who spoke on the condition
of
anonymity,
said
conversations about race
within the multicultural
community haven’t always
reached the rest of campus.
“Once we can create
awareness
between
a
majority of people on this
campus, that’s when we can
take the next step and start
creating some kind of action
to alleviate these kinds of
problems,” the student said.

Rock and Roll Hotel
May 1 • $12-14

Uptown funk is a
reality on U Street
HATCHET REPORTER

TAYLOR MALI

HATCHET STAFF WRITER

This Liverpool indie rock band
has performed all over the UK
but now they’re on this side of the
pond promoting their new album
“Glitterbug,” released earlier this
month.

AISHVARYA KAVI

Studying poetry in high school will allow
you to make out with the person of your
dreams in college.

VICTORIA SHERIDAN

TWIN PEAKS

9:30 Club
April 30 • $20

April 27, 2000: For the first time, the University says that all freshmen and sophomores are required to live on campus.

Competitive poetry comes to campus
Sixteen-year-old
Daiana James isn’t sure
where she wants to go to
college, but she knows she
wants to leave D.C.
For now, the junior
at Benjamin Banneker
Academic High School
in Shaw is one of 53
semiﬁnalists competing at
GW next week in Poetry
Out Loud, a national poetry
recitation contest for high
school students.
When
the
selfproclaimed
bookworm
steps up to the microphone
on Wednesday, she’ll be
competing for $20,000. If
she comes out on top, she
said she’ll put her winnings
toward attending a “nice
journalism or writing
program” in a new city.
Poetry Out Loud,
in conjunction with the
National Endowment for
the Arts and the Poetry
Foundation, begins in high
school English classrooms
nationwide. Poets, writers
and educators, the contest’s
judges, say it connects high
schoolers to poetry at a time
when science, technology,
engineering and math
programs overshadow the
humanities.
Since the program
started a decade ago, 2.7
million students in 9,500
schools have memorized
line after line for the contest.
James said it was
mandatory
for
all

THE WOMBATS

Hundreds
of
D.C.
residents will make their way
to U Street on Saturday to
discover their own deﬁnition
of funk – and probably chili
con carne at Ben’s Chili Bowl.
But they’ll really be there
for the second annual Funk
Parade, a celebration of D.C
music and U Street culture
that’s as hard to deﬁne as
funk itself. The music genre,
which derives from early soul
and R&B, relies on a heavyhanded bass line that gives it
a groovy quality.
Co-founder Justin Rood
said the idea for the parade
came from a dream – where
Howard
University’s
marching band and Batala
Washington, a group of 85
women who play reggae
music – paraded down U
Street in a “thunderous
column of music and
celebration.”
“I think people like the
word funk. It makes them
smile and they like to think
of themselves as funky,”
Rooney said.
The parade’s organizers,
who call themselves the D.C.
Department of Funk, deﬁne
the genre as “the subatomic
particle of love.”
The festival will include
over 67 performances and
dozens of local vendors.
Funk and go-go music will
be played by bands like The
Junkyard Band and Trouble
Funk, and other genres like
jazz and rock will also be
featured. All the groups hail
from the D.C. area, and many
from U Street itself.
“We hope that you’ll
come because you’ll discover
while you’re there a thousand
other things you never knew
about the city or sounds that
you’ve never heard or people

you’ve never met,” Rood,
who lives on U Street, said.
The parade also has
sponsorships from a number
of local restaurants and
shops. Theresa Watts, a
native Washingtonian and
the owner of Lettie Gooch,
a clothing and jewelry
boutique, is sponsoring the
parade through 15&U, a
collective of local businesses
in the U Street corridor.
“It really brought us
into the streets, so we were
really able to connect with
our consumers and meet
different consumers in a way

''

Culture

TORO Y MOI WITH VINYL
WILLIAMS

I think people
like the word
funk. It makes
them smile
and they like
to think of
themselves as
funky.
KEVIN ROONEY
Voice behind @UStreetBuzz
we’re not able to from day to
day being inside the store,”
Watts said.
Last year’s Funk Parade
was conﬁned to a single
block on V Street. This year,
co-founders Rood and Chris
Naoum approached Mayor
Muriel Bowser’s ofﬁce with
strong support from U Street
residents and Ward 1 Council
member Jim Graham to block
off U Street for the event.
Kevin Rooney, who
started a Change.org petition
to close U Street for the
parade, has collected more
than 1,460 signatures in
support.
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SOFTBALL

The Colonials wrap up a twogame homestand Wednesday in a non-conference
matchup with the Eagles.

Softball will close out its
Atlantic 10 campaign
with a three-game series
this weekend against the
Rams.

vs. Rhode Island
Noon • Saturday

vs. Coppin State
3 p.m. • Wednesday

NUMBER
CRUNCH 200

''

Sports

BASEBALL

Number of career hits achieved by senior shortstop Tori Valos last Saturday at Fordham. Valos is
the second Colonial in program history to reach that number and tied Elana Meyers Taylor as GW’s
all-time hits leader Sunday with her 202nd career hit.

Athletics will support growth with media contracts, fundraising
From Page 1
“We’ve reached our
level of where we are today because of the commitment of our Board of
Trustees four years ago or
three years ago, but all of
us, including the trustees,
have further goals,” Nero
said.
In order to see substantial budget growth
from outside sources,
the athletic department
must bring in consistent
money through fundraising. Under the strategic
plan, officials created a
development office in the
athletic department and
set the benchmark that
the office would raise $2
million per year by the
end of the strategic plan.
The athletic department
expects fundraising totals from five years ago to
have nearly tripled by the
end of this fiscal year.
Recently, the athletic department received
high-profile
donations
like former baseball player and sitting trustee Ave
Tucker ’s $2 million gift
to name Tucker Field at
Barcroft park. The department also brought in
$80,000 from more than
300 donors through the
Buff and Blue Fund Challenge this year, a fundraising push run from
January through March.
Tucker said in an
email that his decision to
give was motivated by the
success of the athletic department and his trust in
Nero. Portions of Tucker ’s

gift also supported the
business and law schools.
“Patrick
played
a
large role in my decision
to increase my philanthropy to GW Athletics.
I know Patrick will use
it wisely to continue improving the GW athletic
profile,” Tucker said. “I
felt it was important at
this time to give to GW
Athletics, in addition to
the GW Schools of Law
and Business, because I
feel a strong athletic program is critical to GW’s
strategic goals to increase
its stature among top educational institutions.”
Few college athletics programs can survive without significant
support from their universities, because most
schools’ programs are
not high-profile enough
to generate more revenue
than they cost. Only 20 of
the 351 Division 1 athletic
departments were able to
fully cover their costs, according to a 2014 annual
report from the NCAA,
and those departments
were
at
powerhouse
sports schools like the
University of Texas and
Ohio State.
In accordance with
University policy, the athletic department declined
to release the percentage
of its athletics budget that
comes from the University’s operating budget, but
it likely falls between 65
and 85 percent, because
the four public universities in the A-10 that must
release the information

All of us, including the trustees,
have further
goals.
PATRICK NERO
Athletic director
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The Smith Center will host the 2015 Atlantic 10 volleyball championship. Volleyball is one of
many sports that has seen significant improvement since athletic director Patrick Nero came to
GW in 2011.

fall in that range. University subsidies account
for 84 percent of George
Mason’s sports budget, 81
percent at the University
of Massachusetts, 74 percent at the University of
Rhode Island and 68 percent at VCU.
GW’s sports budget
size places it in the top
fourth of Division I athletic departments that
do not sponsor football,
and the average portion
of those budgets that are
paid for by their respective schools is 76 percent.
The athletic department also benefits from
the A-10’s media contracts, which have swelled
in recent years. The league

signed a record-breaking
media contract in 2012
that will reportedly be
worth $40 million over
eight seasons, more than
doubling the league’s TV
presence.
A spokesman for the
athletic department said
that all A-10 schools are
“equal partners” in all
deals made by the league.
Divided evenly among 14
teams, that would mean
roughly $350,000 per year
for GW.
Men’s
basketball’s
trip to the NCAA Tournament in 2014 also brings
in some extra money. Participation in one game
in that tournament was
projected by Forbes to be

worth about $1.58 million
over the next six years in
NCAA payouts, which go
to the participating team’s
conferences. The A-10
gives member schools 75
percent of its NCAA Tournament revenues.
Making future tournaments would increase
the amount of money GW
gets, but Washington Post
NCAA writer Will Hobson said that was unlikely
to make a huge difference
for the athletic department budget.
“If GW is hard up for
cash right now, a team
making the tournament
is a nice thing, but it’s
not going to help them
out immediately and it’s

not going to bring them
a massive windfall next
year,” Hobson said.
Hobson did say that
the athletic department
could profit from contracts on non-conference
basketball games, where
GW makes its own media
deals on a game-by-game
basis.
But he also said that
there are limits on how
much revenue a non-football sponsoring conference can bring in. The Big
10, the Big 12, the ACC,
the Pac-12 and the SEC
are able to tie the rights
to their basketball games
to lucrative football contracts, which generate
tens of millions of dollars
annually for each of their
member schools.
“That right there is
the biggest difference
between the schools in
those conferences and
GW, George Mason and
schools in all the other
conferences,”
Hobson
said. “Those Power Five
have negotiated really
big football [and] television contracts that are
sending big checks to
each of their members every year.”

After trading his passport for cramped van rides,
Dias to close a record-breaking career
ALEX KIST
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

While most seniors
are enjoying happy hours
and spring weather during
their last weeks of college,
Francisco Dias will be
preparing for and competing
in an NCAA Tournament,
after his victory at No. 1 in
the Atlantic 10 Tournament
ﬁnals
Sunday
clinched
the team’s second straight
championship.
And when he does
walk at Commencement,
in addition to a diploma,
Dias will leave GW having
completed
the
most
successful career in the
history of the men’s tennis
program.
He came to GW having
already played tournaments
in 22 countries and ranked
No. 954 on the Association of
Tennis Professionals World
Tour. He was already used to
the travel schedule and the
competition, but discovered
a team environment he’d

never had before college.
“When I was back home,
it was very individualistic. It
was all about me,” Dias said.
“And here, freshman year
I felt that I continued to get
better by doing so, but I’ve
come to realize that I feel
much better with myself if
I perform for my team and
my school. It gives me great
pride to be able to win for
them and for the athletic
department.”
Dias had already broken
GW’s career wins record
with his 85th victory in
the team’s regular season
ﬁnale. The record had been
in place for 36 years after
David Haggerty, a member
of the GW Athletic Hall
of Fame, set the previous
record with his 84th win in
1979. Haggerty is also the
chief executive ofﬁcer and
president of the USTA.
Dias broke the record
with a 6-1, 4-6, 6-2 win
over Georgetown’s Daniel
Khanin, who had defeated

Dias when the teams met the
year before.
Dias controlled the ﬁrst
and ﬁnal sets, but lost some
of his precision in the second
when Khanin began to
dictate the points.
“His whole game is
about power. If he is in
control of the points, it is
tough to beat him,” head
coach Greg Munoz said.
“Only players that have
found a way to move him
have found success. If he is in
control of a rally, the winner
will come very soon.”
After graduating Dias
will head to New York to
pursue a master’s degree in
business at Fordham, though
not before his European tour
to cities like Dublin, Brussels
and Munich and a visit home
to Lisbon to see his family.
He’s
only
been
home twice in the past
three years, and will
enjoy the chance to see
his
grandfather,
who
introduced him to tennis

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

Then-junior Francisco Dias takes a swing in a match against Georgetown last year. Dias will wrap
up his stand-out GW career at the NCAA regionals after the Colonials learn their fate during the
selection show on Tuesday.

when Dias was four years
old.
“He’s also one of the
reasons I’ve kept playing
tennis,” Dias said. “He plays
four times a week for three
hours at lunchtime with
his buddies. He’s just an
incredible person and I want
to be like him.”
Dias was locked in on
the court for four straight
years, both in doubles and
singles. It helped that he was
already more independent
than most other college
freshmen.
“I was already used to
being on my own,” Dias
said. “So I came here
as a freshman and my
freshman peers looked
at me. ‘Why are you
cooking?’ and I was like
‘What, you don’t cook?
I cook all the time!’ I’m
used to cooking because I
had to do that for myself.”
Dias especially loves
grilling, which he said
he’ll have more time to do
after graduation. His other
hobbies include playing
Xbox and golﬁng, which
he said gets his “mind off
things.” The East Potomac
Golf Club at Hains Point is a
favorite spot.
Dias also wants to
continue playing tennis as
he gets older.

He said he originally
wanted to compete in
professional
tournaments
after college, but said that as
he got closer to graduation
he decided it was time to
become a “career man.” And
as he goes out on his own,
what he said he’ll miss most
is the camaraderie found on
his small team at GW.

“Four-hundred-mile
van rides, Greg driving,
all those hours spent in the
van. We were crammed.
We were uncomfortable,”
Dias said. “Those are
going to be the some of
the greatest memories we
could possibly have. Eight
guys in a nine-person van,
the heat, the jokes, the
games we would play on
our phones.”

Francisco Dias Stats
Overall 2014-15
Singles Record: 21-14
Doubles Record: 17-11
A-10 2014-15
Singles Record: 3-2
Doubles Record: 4-1
Career
Singles Wins: 87
Doubles Wins: 72

