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Offi cials expand CI trainings beyond summer

For incoming freshmen, Co-
lonial Inauguration is just the 
starting point for discussions on 
serious topics on campus.

For the fi rst time this year, 
offi cials have expanded training 
for freshmen during Colonial 
Inauguration from beyond in-
formation sessions taking place 
over the summer into the fi rst 
week of school. Freshmen will 
learn about sexual assault pre-
vention and how to adjust to 
college life in small groups, on-
line presentations and in their 
residence halls.

The changes come after a 
more than year-long focus on 
sexual assault prevention on 
campus, and offi cials say the ex-
tra options for training and con-
versations will help staff reach 
students in more effective ways.

Instead of three large-group 
community meetings during 
CI, where leaders talk about 
adjusting to college, there will 
be 10 meetings this year, giving 
freshmen a chance to ask ques-
tions in smaller groups of about 
50 students, Center for Student 
Engagement Director Tim Miller 
said. Miller said offi cials also 
moved residence hall tours to a 
different time during orientation 
to give students more time for a 
“healthy relationship and col-
lege lifestyle conversation.”

“What we’re doing is add-
ing in a little more about ‘Here’s 
what life is going to be like in 
college’ that we haven’t done 
before and some of that can be 
everything from living with 
roommates to bystander inter-
vention,” Miller said in an inter-
view last month. “The biggest 

concept is explaining how the 
college life is different, that life-
styles here are different.”

Miller said resident advis-
ers will also receive training to 
talk about consent and ways 
to prevent an assault. RAs 
will bring those concepts 
up again at roommate 
meetings during the 
fi rst few weeks of 
the school year.

Miller said 
the change is 
“over and 
above” what 
offi cials had 
a l r e a d y 
been plan-
ning for 
s e x u a l 
a s s a u l t 
p re v e n -
tion edu-
c a t i o n 
at CI. 
F r e s h -
men will 
complete 
m a n d a -
tory, in-
p e r s o n 
s e x u a l 
a s s a u l t 
prevention 
training dur-
ing Welcome 
Week for the 
fi rst time this 
year.

“Even before 
sexual assault came 
up as a topic, this was 
something we were talking 
about,” Miller said.

Dean of Student Affairs Pe-
ter Konwerski said weaving 
conversations about sexual as-
sault into more meetings instead 
of only discussing them at CI 
will help students better under-
stand how the issue can play out 
over their college years.

“It brings it from the large 
to how is it going to affect your 
roommates, how is it going to 
affect your friend who you’re 
hanging out with the fi rst week-
end of school,” Konwerski said.

Spotlight on sexual assault 
prevention

While sexual assault educa-

tion has been presented at CI 
in the past as part of an optional 
safety and security session, this 
year’s students will be able to 
attend a stand-alone sexual as-
sault education session held by 
GW’s Title IX Offi ce in addition 
to the mandatory training dur-
ing Welcome Week.

“You’ll see more print mate-
rials. You’ll see more on the web. 
You’ll see more in conversation. 
You’ll see more in small group 

and big group [sessions],” Kon-
werski said. “There will be a 
heightened level of conversation 
about it, and then I think you’ll 
have it more organically by de-
partment.”

Ninety-two percent of 
students who voted in the 

Student Association 
elections in March 

were in favor of 
i m p l e m e n t i n g 

mandatory in-
person sexual 

assault train-
ings at ori-
entation.

Origi -
n a l l y , 
a d m i n -
istrators 
planned 
to only 
host an 
o n l i n e 
m o d -
ule, but 
f a c e d 
p u s h -
b a c k 

from stu-
d e n t s . 

U n i v e r -
sity offi -

cials then 
announced in 

April that they 
would require 

in-person sexual 
assault education 

for all incoming stu-
dents.
Konwerski said ad-

ministrators formed the 
training after working with oth-
er schools, members of the Stu-
dent Association and Students 
Against Sexual Assault.

“It’s fi nding out what other 
people are doing, going off the 
literature the White House and 
the Department of Education 
put out,” Konwerski said.

Miller said offi cials based 
GW’s training on similar pro-
grams at Emory, Georgetown, 
Cornell and Yale universities. 
Staff at those schools did not re-
turn a request for comment.

Kiera Bloore, an attorney at 
the Network for Victim Recov-
ery of D.C. said university lead-
ers’ mantras should be “early 
and often” when it comes to sex-
ual assault prevention training.

“You can’t address these is-
sues in a thorough and effective 
way by doing one one-hour ses-
sion during freshman orienta-
tion,” Bloore said.

She added that students 
should be given the opportunity 
to provide feedback after train-
ings to help tailor the program-
ming to GW specifi cally.

“What resonates at GW or 
Georgetown is very different 
than what would with a How-
ard student,” Bloore said. “It’s 
not an excuse for it to take fi ve 
years to get it right, but I’m sure 
it will take time to get the train-
ing right for GW, and it will also 
take time for students to take 
time to talk about these issues 
openly.”

Emphasis on training
To lead the effort, offi cials 

are turning to a new administra-
tor specifi cally focused on train-
ing students.

Carrie Ross, assistant direc-
tor of sexual assault preven-
tion and response, was hired 
in March and is the fi rst offi cial 
brought in by GW to focus solely 
on training for students.

Title IX Coordinator Rory 

Focus on sexual 
assault prevention and 
adjusting to college
ELLIE SMITH & EVA PALMER
NEWS EDITORS

See TRAINING Page 7
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Keaton White, president of the Interfraternity Council, said the informational 
sessions offered this fall for students interested in fraternity rush will give them 
a greater understanding of Greek life and what to expect in the process.
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You can’t address these 
issues in a thorough and 

effective way by doing one 
one-hour session during 

freshman orientation.

Colonial 
Inauguration: Title IX Offi ce 

discusses concepts of consent, expectations 
of behavior at GW, how college life is different and how 

to navigate new relationships. Colonial Cabinet members lead 
debriefs for students who do not attend or who have questions.

August online module: First-year, transfer and graduate students 
will be required to complete an online training called "Campus Clarity." 

Topics covered include bystander intervention and the rights of a survivor 
under the federal anti-discrimination law known as Title IX.

 Welcome Week mandatory training: First-year and transfer students 
are required to register for a mandatory small group meeting during Welcome 

Week to discuss what is covered in the online module.

Trained RAs: Resident advisers will learn about campus and D.C. 
resources for sexual assault survivors, as well as their own role 

as mandatory reporters under Title IX.  A core group will 
receive additional training to serve as peer 

leaders in their halls.

Fraternity rush process 
to be loosened this fall

Big changes are rushing in 
to fraternity life.

Students looking to join a 
fraternity will be “strongly en-
couraged” to attend an informa-
tional session in late September 
before deciding to go through 
the formal rush process, Keaton 
White, president of the Interfra-
ternity Council, said. The event 
will give potential new mem-
bers an inside look into the IFC, 
how Greek life works on GW’s 
campus and what to expect dur-
ing the rush process.

White said in an email the 
session will cover the basics of 
what a fraternity is, a descrip-
tion of rush and the “core val-
ues” of GW Greek life, includ-
ing philanthropy, service and 
academics through a presenta-
tion, panel discussion and ques-
tions from the audience.

“We all know these are val-

ues and live them everyday, but 
we really want those principles 
to be the first thing we’re show-
ing prospective new members,” 
he said.

White added that the IFC 
has also loosened the restric-
tions placed on rush events, like 
the hours when fraternities can 
meet with prospective mem-
bers, and added an optional ex-
tra day for rush.

Fraternities are also no lon-
ger required to hold “invite 
days,” which means that each 
fraternity can use the six days 
allotted for rush to look for new 
members in different ways, and 
the IFC is no longer mandating 
when the rush events start and 
end, as long as they follow Uni-
versity rules.

The changes to rush are the 
largest revamp to the process 
since 2012, when the IFC loos-
ened the rules so fraternities 

EVA PALMER
NEWS EDITOR

See GREEK Page 5

Knapp’s bonus drops 13 percent

University President Ste-
ven Knapp’s total compensa-
tion package last fiscal year 
left him with 13 percent less 
than he earned in the previ-
ous year, according to Univer-
sity tax forms.

Knapp was paid about 
$1.12 million overall in fis-
cal year 2014, $170,000 less 
than the previous fiscal year. 
Even with the 13 percent de-
crease, which is the largest cut 
he’s received in recent years, 
that total still secures Knapp 
a place as a one of the most 
highly compensated private 
university presidents nation-
wide.

Although Knapp’s base 

salary increased by about 5 
percent for the fifth year in a 
row, his benefits and bonuses 
— extras that are voted on 
by the Board of Trustees — 
dropped 43 percent, accord-
ing to the tax forms.

The cut marks the first 
time the Knapp’s bonuses 
and benefits have decreased 
since fiscal year 2012, when it 
dropped about by 21 percent 
compared to the year before. 
Knapp’s total compensation 
of $1.28 million in fiscal year 
2013 was the highest payment 
he has ever received since 
coming to GW in 2007.

University spokeswom-
an Candace Smith said in 
an email that Knapp’s com-
pensation decreased “due to 
changes in amounts reported 

See KNAPP Page 5

RYAN LASKER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

''
Those bonuses 

come and go. The 
decrease is on 

other stuff, not on 
base. 

JENNIFER DELANEY 
Assistant professor at the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

KIERA BLOORE 
Attorney, Network for Victim 

Recovery of D.C. 

President Steven Knapp’s bonuses and bene� ts
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CRIME LOG POPULAR LAST WEEK
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SENATORS PUSH 
SEXUAL ASSAULT 
ACCOUNTABILITY
A new bill calls for a 
safety and climate survey 
to be conducted at every 
university that receives 
federal funding every two 
years. 
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24-HOUR 
DINER COMING 
TO DUPONT
Olivia’s Diner, a 24-
hour restaurant that will 
serve breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, is slated 
to open at 1120 19th 
St. NW, a 10-minute 
walk from campus near 
Dupont Circle. 

Monday, June 8

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Partygoers dance to a preset playlist on their headphones in a “silent disco” in Dupont Circle, where the only outside noise came the 
shuffling of feet and the occasional giggle. The event was held by With Love DC, a self-described “movement to spread love.”

KNAPP’S 
BENEFITS, 
BONUSES DROP
University President Steven 
Knapp’s bene� ts and bonuses 
last � scal year dropped by 
about 43 percent from the 
previous year, the largest 
decline since his arrival at GW.

Here’s your personal tour guide to GW’s 
Foggy Bottom Campus.
Video by Kendall Payne.

$1 million is still 
pretty good pay for 
the job.

Elijah Balbed & The JoGo 
Project
Enjoy a free performance from local 
saxophonist Elijah Balbed.
6 p.m.• The John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts

Vendor Fair Carnival
Calculate your route to the carnival 
where technology companies like 
General Electric will sell a few of their 
top products.
Noon • Science and Engineering Hall

RICHARD VEDDER, the director of the 
Center for College Affordability and 
Productivity, on why University President 
Steven Knapp’s drop in compensation last 
� scal year isn’t unusual.

Capital Pride Parade
Color the streets in rainbow shades 
for the LGBT pride parade, which also 
features face-painting and balloon art 
at Stead Park near Dupont Circle.
4:30 p.m. • 22nd and P Streets, NW

Comedy at the Kennedy Center
Bring your gaggle of friends to prepare 
to giggle with comedian W. Kamau 
Bell.
6 p.m.• The John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts

THEFT
Thurston Hall
5/27/15 — Unknown time
Closed case
No suspects or witnesses

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
Guthridge Hall
5/30/15 — 7:55 p.m.
Closed case
Referred for disciplinary action

DESTRUCTION
Guthridge Hall
5/30/15 — 8:27 p.m.
Closed Case
No suspects or witnesses

DRUG VIOLATION
Thurston Hall
6/1/15 — 3:50 p.m.
Closed case
Referred for disciplinary action

ATTEMPTS TO THREATEN ANOTHER
1957 E Street (Starbucks)
6/3/15 — 11:50 a.m.
Closed case
 No unidenti� able subject

—Compiled by Robin Eberhardt

Friday, June 12
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46.7 million
chickens and turkeys infected 
with avian flu across the U.S.

80 % of which are  
egg-producing hens

217 flocks 
infected since December 2014

Far from egg-sellent news

Wholesale price 

nearly doubled 
since May, from about 

$1.10 to $2.10 
per dozen

Source: USDA and the 
Washington Post

Rations in one Texas 
store limit customers 

to three cartons

The egg-onomy

Thursday, June 11 Saturday, June 13

eggs-ellent



GW will pay off about $83 
million of its $1.7 billion debt 
next fi scal year, its highest-
ever payment.

That payment outpaces 
the money GW can use from 
its fi nancial foundation by 
about $11 million, the second 
consecutive fi scal year that 
debt payments have been 
larger than the payout from 
GW’s $1.57 billion endowment.

Offi cials can spend about 
5 percent of the endowment 
every year, using it for costs 
like scholarships, faculty 
salaries and construction. 
Finance experts say that while 
money from GW’s fi nancial 
investments don’t directly 
go toward paying off debt, 
in the long term making debt 
payments that are larger than 
what can be used from the 
endowment could hurt GW’s 
overall fi nancial health.

GW will bring in about $829 
million in operating revenue 
next fi scal year, according 
to the operating budget that 
was approved by the Board of 
Trustees last month. 

The average debt payment 
for a university is about 4.7 
percent of its operating budget, 
according to a report by the 
National Association of College 
and University Business 
Offi cers. Last fi scal year, GW’s 
debt payment was about 9 

percent of the $935 million 
GW had to spend for daily 
operations, like paying salaries.

Richard Vedder, the 
director of the Center 
for College Affordability 
and Productivity, said the 
University looks like it’s in 
a “precarious state” because 
of the $11 million difference 
between GW’s yearly gain 
from the endowment and its 
debt payment.

“It strikes me that GW’s 
fi nancial position is more 
tenuous than the pace at a 
large moderately prestigious 
university,” he said.

GW’s debt load strains its 
ability to hire new top-notch 
faculty in the future, said 
economics professor and former 
chair of the Faculty Senate’s 
fi nance committee Anthony Yezer.

“To operate a university 
and essentially have what 
appears to be a large 
endowment and have it all 
committed to debt service and 
have another $11 million, that’s 
a major challenge,” he said.

Jennifer Delaney, a higher 
education assistant professor 
at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, said 
endowment support and debt 

service are often considered 
“separate entities” and don’t 
necessarily need to reconciled 
except to better understand a 
school’s fi nancial health.

She said the revenue from 
the endowment often does 
not pay off a university’s debt 
service, so a university can still 
use the current year’s revenue 
to pay the bills.

“GW is able to run a large 
debt service because it counts 
on that tuition revenue, 
which is current spending in 
a current year, not tied to the 
endowment payout,” Delaney 
said.
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IN BRIEF

Two University offi cials said 
in a meeting with a Fossil Free GW 
student leader on Friday that this 
fall GW will publicly announce its 
stance on removing its fossil fuel 
investments from its endowment, 
the student said.

Vice President of Fossil Free 
GW Frank Fritz met with Ann 
McCorvey, the deputy executive 
vice president and treasurer, and 
Meghan Chapple, the director of the 
Offi ce of Sustainability, on Friday. 
The process, known as divesting, 
has played out as a major topic of 
debate on college campuses over the 
last several years.

Fritz said the announcement 
will also provide a more detailed 
explanation of GW’s overall 
investment policies.

“[McCorvey and Chapple] 
were receptive to listen to what we 
have to say,” Fritz said. “I think 
that defi nitely, if nothing else, the 
referendum has defi nitely spurred 
action at the University.”

University spokesman 
Kurtis Hiatt said in an email that 
administrators “value student input 
as part of this process.”

Georgetown and Stanford 
universities have announced 
divestment plans recently and even 
offi cials in Norway, a major oil and 
gas producer, have unveiled a plan 
to pull out their investments in the 
coal industry.

–Ryan Lasker

Of� cials to announce 
divestment stance
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Annual debt payments outpace 
endowment payout by about $11 million
RYAN LASKER
ASISSTANT NEWS EDITOR

Decline in foreign fundraising costs signals focused global presence

The University cut its spending 
on international fundraising 
almost in half last fi scal year, 
marking a possible shifting focus 
in fundraising, experts say.

Offi cials had previously spent 
more than $1 million in regions 
like Asia and the Middle East, 
and spent about $560,000 last 
fi scal year, according to tax forms. 
Experts say offi cials likely cast 
a large net initially to fi nd areas 
with the most potential donors, 
and expenses could decrease as a 
new administrator is helping the 
development offi ce focus their 
work overseas.

Offi cials spent $558,000 in 
international fundraising during 
fi scal year 2014, the fi scal year that 
immediately preceded the offi cial 

public launch of the University’s 
$1 billion fundraising campaign. 
That amount more than doubled 
since fi scal year 2011, according to 
tax forms.

Aristide Collins, the vice 
president for development and 
alumni relations, said in an email 
that the University’s desire for 
a strong global presence has led 
offi cials to expand “outreach and 
fundraising outside the U.S.”

And in the process of 
fundraising abroad, the 
development offi ce is now ready 
to start working with University 
offi cials to focus in on the areas 
where donations are more likely.

He said the development 
offi ce will work with Doug Shaw, 
who will begin his new position 
as the senior associate provost for 
international strategy in July, to 
identify the most strategic areas 

for the University to fundraise 
abroad.

“Our efforts will continue 
to refl ect the academic priorities 
and goals of the University, the 
interests and needs of our different 
constituencies and the expanding 
population of alumni in different 
countries,” Collins said.

University President Steven 
Knapp said after the Board of 
Trustees meeting in May that 
Shaw’s position signals a step for 
the University to be more effective 
when operating internationally.

Collins declined to provide 
details on exactly what the 
fundraising expenses include.

Top administrators like Knapp 
and School of Business dean Linda 
Livingstone makeinternational 
trips every year to countries like 
Asia. During visits abroad, offi cials 
often attend alumni gatherings, 

meet with prospective students 
and court potential donors. For 
example, Knapp traveled to 
Turkey in November to further 
his relationship with a billionaire 
alumnus who lives there.

John Baguley, the CEO of the 
fundraising fi rm International 
Fundraising Consultancy, said 
in an email that offi cials often try 
to secure gifts from international 
donors before publicly launching 
a fundraising campaign. He 
said international donors also 
often to give large gifts — the 
type of donation offi cials want 
to announce in the lead-up to a 
campaign.

“The heart grows fonder with 
time and distance, so these people 
are likely to give substantially if 
they are in touch when abroad, 
especially if they live permanently 
overseas,” Baguley said.

The University reached its 
highest expenses for foreign 
fundraising during fi scal year 
2012, when it spend $1.29 million, 
with nearly 90 percent of that 
money going toward fundraising 
in East Asia and the Pacifi c.

Michael Nilsen, the vice 
president for public affairs at 
the Association for Fundraising 
Professionals, said high costs in 
international fundraising can 
often come from the startup costs 
associated with establishing a 
presence in new countries. Nilsen 
said that after all those initial 
costs are paid off, spending will 
naturally decrease.

“There’s probably a fair 
amount of overhead in order to 
start offi ces overseas or creating 
programs, getting staff out there, 
trying to create system of alumni,” 
Nilsen said.

RYAN LASKER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Of� cials rework CCAS advising to give students more options

Each student in the Columbian 
College of Arts and Sciences can 
now choose from a lineup of 
academic advisers.

University offi cials announced 
last month that advising for CCAS 
students has been restructured 
to give each student an option 
of fi ve advisers with whom to 
make individual appointments, 
also creating new opportunities 
like group advising sessions 
and workshops. Students and 
administrators worked together to 
revamp the system to incorporate 
peer advising with traditional 
academic advising.

The change, which occurs 

offi cially on July 31, comes after 
students complained that they had 
a hard time scheduling advising 
appointments, especially after a 
number of CCAS advisers left the 
University last year.

Director of Advising in CCAS 
Michelle Steiner said students will 
be divided into three groups by last 
name and each group will have a 
choice of fi ve advisers — a change 
from the current system in which 
students are assigned one adviser 
as freshmen but can schedule 
appointments with any adviser. 
The groups of students are called 
PODs, which stands for “place of 
discovery,” Steiner said.

Students can also take 
advantage of communal offi ce 
hours, group advising sessions and 

workshops within their specifi c 
groups for a more comprehensive 
advising experience.

“Students will be able to engage 
in meaningful interactions with both 
POD advisors and POD peers such 
that they are contributing members 
to a community and a welcoming 
academic environment,” Steiner 
said.

Steiner added the change would 
help advisers know students’ 
academic standings better, so 
students “don’t have to re-tell their 
stories each time they arrive at our 
door.”

Advisers will meet with other 
advisers to learn about the status 
of different students and determine 
more effective strategies to reach out 
to students.

ELLIE SMITH
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

KATIE CAUSEY | PHOTO EDITOR
Students enrolled in the Columbian Colleges of Arts and Sciences will 
now have a selection of advisers to pick from when they visit Suite 107 in 
Phillips Hall.
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One thing’s for sure: A little taste of home 
is coming with us back to GW.
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Over the past three years, the Student 
Association has created a home for 
me at GW. The SA's main goal is to 
advocate for students and ensure 

that your GW experience is the best it can be. 
As president, it’s my honor to have the op-
portunity to serve this school’s incredible stu-
dents each and every day.

One of the most valuable lessons I have 
learned during the past three years at GW is 
how to appreciate and listen to others. And so, 
in preparing this op-ed, I turned to a range of 
student leaders in the GW community who 
have changed my life for the better, seeking 
their thoughts on what they would advise new 
students. I used their advice to put together 
these tips.

Tip No. 1: 
Don’t overload yourself. Always make sure 

that you have enough time to dedicate yourself 
to each of your endeavors.

With the immense range of wonderful op-
portunities that our University offers, it can be 
easy to get overwhelmed. My advice to incom-
ing students is to get involved in our commu-
nity by joining student organizations. While it's 
easy to join the many student organizations that 
spark your interest, remember that personal 
health comes above all and keeping track of 
your individual passions is equally important.

Tip No. 2: 
Step outside of your comfort zone. Don’t do 

things just because it’s the norm or what every-
one else is doing. Try new things. Get outside of 
the Foggy Bottom bubble.

GW and D.C. are going to present you with 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities during your 
four years of college. Whether it’s watching 
the presidential inauguration, seeing amazing 
speakers like Apple CEO Tim Cook or actress 
and transgender rights activist Laverne Cox, or 
going on a run from the Capitol to the Lincoln 
Memorial, your time at GW is going to be mon-
umental (pun intended). Do what makes you 
happy and stay true to who you are.

Tip No. 3: 
Take responsibility for your life. Things 

don’t just get handed to you so if you want 
something, make it happen.

Four years ago when I graduated from high 
school, I never would have imagined my life 
as it is today. However, I’m incredibly thankful 
life has taken me on this path. It’s easy to doubt 
yourself, but don’t make excuses for not doing 
something. Step out of your comfort zone, set 
goals and live the adventure.

Tip No. 4: 
Do service at GW. You get to meet wonder-

ful people while getting to know a different part 
of the DC community.

Dedication to service is part of the back-
bone of our community. Our University is well-
known for the number of students who gradu-
ate and pursue work in the nonprofit world or 
serve with programs like the Peace Corps or 
Teach for America. Getting involved in service 
at GW was instrumental to my own experienc-
es. Whether you volunteer at Miriam’s Kitchen, 
take a service-learning class or join the Alterna-
tive Breaks Program, do service.

Tip No. 5: 
Surround yourself with positive people, 

friends that care for you and take care of your-
self. Stay humble, optimistic and thankful.

As I sit in a coffee shop one block from the 
White House, I can’t help but smile about my 
time at GW. People are going to tell you over 
and over again that college is going to fly by, 
and looking back on my past three years, I can 
confirm that this is exactly what happens. While 
GW might speed by, the opportunities do not. 
So take advantage of these opportunities, be 
optimistic about your next four years at this 
incredible institution, savor the experience and 
get excited for a wonderful adventure. Welcome 
to GW, Class of 2019. Raise high!

—Andie Dowd, a senior majoring in 
international affairs, is president of the Student 

Association.

The SA 
president’s tips 
for a successful 

time at GW

Andie Dowd
SA President

Cartoon by Juliana kogan

During your time at GW, there will be 
things you wish were different.

You might wish the Student Association 
focused more on issues that are important 
to you. You might wish University adminis-
trators would notice that there are problems 
with certain departments and offices. You 
might wish officials were more open about 
how they’re spending money.

Our editorial board wishes some things 
were different, too.

The goals of The Hatchet’s weekly staff 
editorial are simple: Make our voices heard 
and affect real, tangible change. This piece is 
placed in the opinions section, and becomes 
the official opinion of the paper.

Sometimes, we focus on very specific 
issues: Last year we suggested ways to im-
prove the student organization sanctions 
website, proposed a plan for what GW 
should do when the J Street contract ends 
and endorsed SA candidates for upper-level 
positions.

But much of the time, we aim to tackle 
bigger patterns and trends: the University’s 
lack of transparency, the best strategies for 
student advocacy and how GW has cau-
tiously moved forward on the issue of sexu-
al assault prevention.

Over the next year, you can expect us 
to cover topics ranging from GW’s fund-
raising campaign to the new chief of the 
University Police Department. And already, 
we’ve made a list of ongoing storylines that 
are sure to affect the entire GW community, 
including the University-wide budget cuts 
and the SA’s complicated relationship with 
student organizations.

Our editorial board is comprised of 

editors from varying sections and positions, 
including opinions editor Sarah Blugis, con-
tributing opinions editor Melissa Holzberg, 
managing director Rachel Smilan-Gold-
stein, design assistant Samantha LaFrance, 
sports editor Nora Princiotti, copy editor 
Brandon Lee and assistant sports editor 
Mark Eisenhauer.

We represent different parts of the GW 
community, as well. Some of our editorial 
board members are involved in Greek life, 
come from both ends of the political spec-
trum, have different majors and represent 
the Class of 2016 through the Class of 2018.

Most importantly, though, we represent 
as much of The Hatchet as possible — and 
operate separately from the news section. 
To make sure that our news editors stay ob-
jective, they cannot take part in writing or 
shaping any content from the opinions sec-
tion, including the staff editorial. Plus, any 
member of the editorial board who has a 
conflict of interest will recuse himself or her-
self from the editorial meeting that week.

And to further separate ourselves 
from our news team, the editorial board 
does all of its own reporting, too. We do 
research, call experts and get comments 
from student leaders, professors and ad-
ministrators.

Common questions we ask our sources 
include how policies from higher up affect 
professors, what problems impact students 
or why officials make certain decisions. We 
also look at studies or recently released re-
ports, and regularly follow broader national 
and higher education news. Each member 
contributes to the research, and we discuss 
our findings and ideas in an email thread 

before we meet.
But our opinion, of course, isn’t the only 

one — and it shouldn’t be. The point of the 
staff editorial is to generate feedback, con-
versation and even criticism. We put our 
opinion out there so we can hear yours.

As freshmen in the Class of 2019, it 
might be easy to think that your opinion 
doesn’t matter. You’re new to GW, you 
aren’t involved in the community yet and 
you might not have a sense of the way the 
University works. But your voices are just 
as important as everyone else’s.

If you read a staff editorial — or any 
opinions piece — that makes you feel angry, 
excited or anything in between, we want 
to hear from you. We read the comments, 
share emails we receive and notice when 
people talk about our editorials on Face-
book or Twitter.

And we can also publish your opinion 
right here in The Hatchet. At the bottom 
of every opinions piece, you’ll find a link 
where you can submit an op-ed or letter to 
the editor. If you’d just like to tell us what 
you think, you can email us at opinions@
gwhatchet.com. Better yet, consider joining 
the opinions section.

At any university, students might eas-
ily feel helpless. The administration and 
student leaders are powerful, though some-
times it may feel like they aren’t listening to 
students’ concerns or suggestions.

But each week, the staff editorial is for 
you. We do our best to represent student 
interests. And if we don’t get it right, let us 
know.

Welcome to GW, Class of 2019. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

An introduction to the editorial board

I  had just graduated high school, was 
on my way to Colonial Inauguration 
and had yet to draft my schedule. I 
was terrified I would pick the wrong 

classes and end up wasting my time.
I decided I was going to be a political 

communication major the same day I vis-
ited GW as a junior in high school. At first, 
being so sure of my major stopped me from 
exploring other subject areas and classes.

But in my second semester, I left my 
comfort zone. I filled an art requirement for 
GPAC in the Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences by taking a dean’s seminar on the 
history of ballet — a class completely differ-
ent from my major — and I’m so glad I did. 
Not only did this one class open my mind to 
new ideas and ways of thinking, but it also 
led to me to declare a dance minor.

Even if you think you already know 
what you want your major to be, you 
should try taking a completely unrelated 
class anyway. Take a course that excites you, 
not just something that fills a requirement.

“We encourage all students to explore. 

That’s what a liberal arts education is about. 
So whether they come in knowing exactly 
what they want to do, or come in as explor-
atory, we invite them to explore,” Michelle 
Steiner, director of undergraduate advising 
in CCAS, said.

Steiner said students should also talk to 
faculty and their advisers when choosing 
courses to take.

"Students can have meaningful conver-
sations with advisers about their lives, their 
passions, their interests both in and out of 
school, their strengths — and through these 
conversations, students begin to make con-
nections between these things and potential 
areas of study," Steiner said.

Due to recent changes to GPAC, many 
freshmen may be coming into GW with 
credits that will allow them to place out of 

certain requirements. If you’re one of those 
freshmen, you’ll have a little bit of extra 
credit space with which to play around. 

Use that space to explore the depart-
ments that have nothing to do with your 
major. Take a class that will make you a 
more knowledgeable person, not just one 
that you need to graduate.

It isn’t just about exploring, though. At 
GW, much of our focus tends to be on in-
ternships and post-college plans. Having a 
diverse transcript and range of knowledge 
sets you apart from other candidates, and 
may even help you land an internship or 
job.

Sometimes it’s hard to remember that 
these next four years aren’t just to prepare 
yourself for your future career. It's OK to 
come to freshman orientation without your 
course schedule for the next four years com-
pletely charted out.

Don’t let the pressure to have the future 
laid out stop you from finding your passion.

—Melissa Holzberg, a sophomore majoring 
in political communication, is The Hatchet’s 

contributing opinions editor.

Choose classes outside your comfort zone

Melissa Holzberg
Contributing opinions editor
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Changes to rush coming this fall

could offer bids to potential 
members after the formal 
rush process ended.

“I’ve made it my mission 
to make this the most success-
ful, organized, exciting rush 
we’ve ever had,” White said.

White said the IFC will 
increase its overall marketing 
in the fall to increase aware-
ness that the group is a part of 
“one community” that makes 
up Greek life on campus.

“We are an umbrella or-
ganization that plays a sig-
nificant role in our chapter’s 
development and growth, 
and we want to share that 
with everyone,” he said.

Later in the summer, GW 

will release the findings of the 
Greek life task force, a group 
of administrators, students 
in Greek life, alumni and na-
tional chapter representatives 
who have been meeting since 
February.

And in May, Director of 
the Center for Student En-
gagement Tim Miller said the 
sanctions website, which lists 
punishments for student or-
ganizations found violating 
GW’s code of conduct, will 
be updated to include more 
details on infractions by stu-
dent organizations, a change 
for which Greek life members 
have lobbied since the web-
site’s launch.

Director of Greek Life 
Christina Witkowicki said in 
an email that the IFC would 

host a “Greek Unity Service 
Event” the Saturday before 
rush starts, where potential 
members will “have an op-
portunity to join other men 
interested in going Greek, 
along with current fraternity 
men, to participate in a com-
munity service initiative ben-
efitting the D.C. community.”

Witkowicki said mem-
bers of the CSE will continue 
to work with the IFC for rush 
this year as they have in the 
past.

“The IFC hopes that, by 
hosting information sessions, 
they can communicate a uni-
fied message regarding the 
purpose of our fraternal or-
ganizations and the require-
ments and benefits of mem-
bership,” she said in an email.

From Page 1

HATCHET FILE PHOTO
Prospective new members attend a rush event for Lambda Chi held in University yard dur-
ing the fall semester. 

GW president’s compensation 
drops for first time since 2012

in benefits, including 
the income reported as 
a result of vesting in the 
restoration retirement 
plan in the prior year.”

Smith confirmed that 
the decrease “is not relat-
ed to performance or to 
budget cuts,” and added 
that the Board of Trust-
ees’ Governance, Com-
pensation and Nomina-
tions Committee looks 
at a variety of factors be-
fore making its decision.

“In making its as-
sessments, the com-
mittee obtains com-
pensation information 
provided by an inde-
pendent consulting firm 
that includes market 
data from comparable 
universities as appro-
priate for his skills and 
experience, and is com-
mensurate with national 
universities of our repu-
tation as well as geo-
graphic location of the 
University,” she said.

The pattern of Knapp’s 
annual salary increases 
shows that the Board of 

Trustees still approves of 
his work on campus, said 
Jennifer Delaney, a higher 
education policy assistant 
professor at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

“The board is in-
creasing the base sal-
ary,” she said. “Those 
bonuses come and go. 
The decrease is on other 
stuff, not on base.”

Knapp was the 16th 
highest-paid private 
university president 
in 2012 according the 
most recent data avail-
able from The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. 
Among GW’s 14 com-
petitor schools, Knapp 
ranked No. 4 in 2012.

Richard Vedder, the 
director of the Center 
for College Affordability 
and Productivity, said 
universities often pro-
vide incentives like large 
retirement plans to their 
top officials as a perks to 
encourage them to stick 
with their positions.

“That’s just some-
thing you do every five 
years, every 10 years,” 

Vedder said. “We call it 
the stimulus package. 
He was being incentiv-
ized to stay around.”

Knapp’s about “$1 
million is still pretty 
good pay for the job,” 
Vedder said.

Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Treasurer Lou 
Katz also saw his com-
pensation drop last fis-
cal year, when it de-
creased by nearly 36 
percent, according to 
tax forms. In fiscal year 
2013, Katz earned al-
most double the amount 
his peers did at other 
universities.

Smith said Katz’s 
compensation decrease 
was caused by a higher-
than-usual compensa-
tion in 2012, part of a 
deferred compensation 
agreement from when 
Katz was hired more 
than three decades ago.

She also said that 
Katz’s compensation 
“is based on salaries for 
commensurate positions 
at comparable institu-
tions, experience and 
performance.”

From Page 1
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University President Steven Knapp’s annual compensation totaled about $1.12 mil-
lion in 2014, a 13 percent drop from the previous year.

As temperatures in the 
District rise, Cheh 
passes heat wave bill

A GW Law School 
professor is helping 
struggling D.C. residents 
keep cool in the city dur-
ing heat waves.

Mary Cheh, who 
is also a D.C. Council 
member from Ward 3, 
passed emergency legis-
lation last week prohibit-
ing the Potomac Electric 
Power Company, or Pep-
co, from shutting down a 
resident’s power during 
heat waves. The power 
utility would not cease 
services the day before, 
the day of or in any part 
of a sequence of days 
with a predicted tem-
perature of more than 95 
degrees Fahrenheit.

“The idea is to pro-
tect them and give them 
some breathing space,” 
Cheh said in an inter-
view. This is the fifth 
year in a row she has 
passed a similar emer-
gency bill.

Cheh said she pass-
es a Heat Wave Safety 
Emergency Amendment 
Act, which stays in ef-
fect for 90 days, every 
year at the beginning of 
the summer. She said the 
emergency bill would be 
“the mirror” for a city 
law stating that the pow-
er company cannot shut 
off power service for 24 
hours when the tempera-
ture drops below 32 de-
grees.

Last summer, D.C. 
had an unusually low 
number of extremely 
hot days compared to 
other years, with 24 days 
when the temperature 
rose to 90 degrees out-
side or higher. Over the 
past decade, on average 

D.C. has about 44 days 
a year that are above 90 
degrees, according to the 
Capital Weather Gang.

She said that more 
people are injured in the 
heat than from extreme 
cold, citing information 
from a press release that 
10 times as many people 
die from the heat com-
pared to from the cold 
each year in the United 
States. Both the hot and 
cold temperatures pose 
a problem to members 
of the homeless popula-
tion and those who don’t 
have the money to turn 
on heat and air condi-
tioning in their homes, 
Cheh said.

Marina Streznewski, 
president of the Foggy 
Bottom Association, said 
the high cost of living 
in Foggy Bottom causes 
residents to be hesitant 
about using their heat 
and air conditioning in 
order to save money but 
she doesn’t hear of many 
cases of people having 
their power shut off. She 
did say that it is a huge 
concern in other parts of 
D.C. where more low-
income people live.

“There are lots of 
places in the city where 
that’s a challenge,” 
Streznewski said. “One 
of the issues is finding 
the money to pay for it. 
That’s always the chal-
lenge.”

A person is at risk for 
a heatstroke when the 
temperature rises above 
104 degrees and could 
possibly result in dam-
age to the brain, heart, 
kidneys and muscles 
according to the Mayo 
Clinic. Children and 
adults over 65 years are 
at an increased risk be-
cause their central ner-

vous systems are not 
fully developed or may 
have deteriorated.

Cheh said the high 
populations of children 
and elderly residents in 
D.C. makes her bill even 
more important.

Cheh’s emergency 
law does not require 
Pepco to return power to 
homes where the power 
was already lost by the 
day of the extreme heat. 
It also does not ban the 
power company from 
taking away heat to the 
house if the tempera-
ture drops below room 
temperature on the same 
day of the predicted 95 
degrees.

“It’s not telling peo-
ple that they don’t have 
to pay their bills,” she 
said. “It’s somewhat 
modest in that sense.”

A representative 
from Pepco Holdings 
did not immediately re-
spond to requests for 
comment.

The city’s Homeland 
Security and Emergency 
Management Agency 
takes other precau-
tions to try to protect 
some of the more needy 
residents from extreme 
heat in the annual Heat 
Emergency Plan. When 
the temperature reaches 
95 degrees or higher, the 
city implements desig-
nated “cooling areas” 
around D.C. for specific 
groups such as the el-
derly, members of the 
city’s homeless popula-
tion and those living in 
public housing.

There are also three 
locations for general 
public cooling centers 
around the city during 
the weekdays, including 
one in Ward 2, which in-
cludes Foggy Bottom.

RobiN ebeRhaRdt 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 

Short-term study abroad 
options increase for students

Students with busy 
schedules at GW are making 
time for shorter trips abroad.

GW’s Director of Study 
Abroad Rob Hallworth said 
he’s seen an increase in the 
number of proposals for 
faculty-led, short-term study 
abroad courses over the past 
year as more students take 
advantage of their professors’ 
international connections.

The change could 
encourage a larger percentage 
of GW students to study 
abroad, a statistic that schools 
tout to prospective students 
and one GW officials have 
prioritized as part of GW’s 
strategic plan.

Many of the trips are 
part of semester-long courses 
where students spend a week 
or two weeks in another 
country with their professor 
and classmates.

Last semester, GW 
offered three courses that 
included short-term trips, 
and 15 were offered this 

summer.
Hallworth said short-

term abroad programs 
give students who may not 
have the opportunity to be 
away for a semester or year 
the chance to work with 
professors on research in an 
international setting.

“Often, students get a 
glimpse into their faculty 
member’s research interests 
and international network 
of colleagues and partner 
institutions,” Hallworth said 
in an email.

GW has five campuses 
in other countries where 
students can study through 
semester-long and year-
long programs. But these 
short-term programs take 
advantage of professors’  
studies and connections, 
Hallworth said.

Media and public affairs 
professor Lee Huebner has 
taught a spring-semester 
course on media globalization 
for the last 10 years and takes 
his students to Paris.

“The short-term program 

allows students to get the 
exciting taste of the wider 
world at a reasonable cost 
and getting to earn academic 
credit while still being full-
time on campus,” Huebner 
said.

During their trip, 
Huebner said students attend 
seminars led by writers 
and media producers from 
around the world while also 
using free time to explore 
the city. He said his students 
often decide to pursue a 
longer study abroad option 
after the short-term program.

Mary Beth Stein, a 
history professor, said the 
study abroad component of 
her course — “Berlin Before 
and After the Wall” — has 
given her “the only way” 
to accurately teach students 
about the city of Berlin.

“There is nothing 
comparable to touring a 
World War II bunker, visiting 
museums and memorials 
or touching remains of the 
Berlin Wall in person and up 
close,” Stein said.

eLLie sMith
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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NUMBER 
CRUNCH

The number of home-and-home agreements men’s basketball 
began on the road last season that will return to the Smith 

Center this fall.4
Home-and-home agreements:

Virginia- November 16, 2015
Penn State, Seton Hall, Rutgers- TBD

Q&A: Lonergan talks offseason workouts, big games and next year

The Closer: Muhl fi nds his place at the back of the pen

A treasured tradi-
tion at Tucker Field lies a 
stone’s throw past the the 
bullpen in left fi eld.

One of the best clos-
ers in GW baseball history, 
sophomore Eddie Muhl, 
would sneak off from the 
team’s warmups with 
fellow standout reliever 
Craig LeJeune, his gradu-
ate student mentor. They 
would head down to the 
creek that runs through 
Barcroft Park to sit togeth-
er and clear their minds.

They were the Bullpen 
Bash Brothers. But un-
like the bash bros in The 
Mighty Ducks, this duo 
never suffered from fi ery 
tempers. Over the course 
of GW’s most success-
ful campaign in a decade, 
Muhl saved an unprec-
edented 17 games, cooler 
in the clutch than the ice 
in a hockey rink. Muhl 
led the nation in saves for 
much of his fi rst year as 
a full-time closer with an 
unfl appable serenity on 
the mound that LeJeune 
helped him refi ne.

“Obviously this year 
presented its challenges, 
but I think this year really 
showed me that you don’t 
really think when you’re 
out there on the mound,” 
Muhl said. “You just get to 
a level of competing where 
you go out there and do 
your best, win or lose.”

Muhl’s 17 saves set sin-
gle-season records both at 
GW and in the Atlantic 10, 
carrying on a family tra-
dition. The 6-foot-4-inch, 
210-pound California na-
tive’s aunt, Kas Allen, is 
in the GW Athletic Hall of 
Fame as an all-time wom-
en’s basketball player.

“It takes a special guy 
to understand when he 
gets in there, that he’s 
got to have that true con-
fi dence and belief every 
time he throws the ball,” 
head coach Gregg Ritchie 
said. “That’s a huge 
growth for him and that’s 
a fantastic moment for a 
guy who’s just a sopho-
more.”

At the end of the sea-
son, Muhl co-leads the na-
tion in saves. He was tied 
only with Radford’s Ryan 
Meisinger, who appeared 
in seven more games than 
the Colonials’ closer. De-
spite the distinction, Muhl 
was left off the National 
Collegiate Baseball Writ-
ers Association Stopper 
of the Year fi nalist list. He 
was at the top of the list all 
season long.

“Eddie would always 
joke that when people 
would ask what posi-
tion me and Eddie were, 
he would say, ‘We’re the 
closer,’” LeJeune said. 
“That was pretty cool of 
him to say that. He would 
acknowledge that because 
he still thinks I’m the 
closer, but I’m like, ‘Dude, 
I’m not the one leading 
the country in saves right 
now.’”

Muhl would end the 
season — which he started 
as a bullpen guy and even-
tually assumed the role 
of closer when LeJeune 
was still not fully recov-
ered from his Tommy John 
surgery in the spring of 
his fi nal year of eligibility 
— with 17 saves and two 
blown opportunities. He 
fi nished with a 2.13 ERA, 
20 strikeouts in 25.1 in-
nings, six walks and four 
extra-base hits allowed.

Still, he never really fo-
cused on his numbers.

“Craig and I would 
sometimes play a game ev-
ery time after Luke Olson 
pitched, called, ‘What’s 
Luke’s ERA?’” Muhl said, 
referring to the seventh-
inning man. “Every time 
we played that, I would 
defi nitely see my num-
bers. But I’m defi nitely not 
somebody that just goes 
on after every game and 
checks it out. I’m just more 
focused on the process 
rather than the result.”

Last year, Muhl was 
still fi nding his footing. He 
had lost the feel for his old 
pitching style, throwing 
from a three-quarter arm 
slot instead of the sidearm-
like style he used back in 
high school, where he went 
from starting pitcher to 
closer in the fi nal months 
of his career. He started to 
develop a two-seam-styled 
change-up.

In a low-pressure, 
non-conference game 
against Coppin State dur-
ing Muhl’s freshman year, 
he threw the fi nal three in-
nings with a six-run lead. 
To his surprise, LeJeune, 
the grizzled veteran with 
the fourth-most saves in 
program history, came up 
to him after the game to 
congratulate his fi rst save.

“Craig came over to me 
and said, ‘Hey, congrats 
on the save!” I thought he 
just meant that I pitched 
well and it wasn’t an ac-
tual save,” Muhl said. 
“Honestly, he’s probably 
the biggest contributor to 
where I’m at right now.”

This offseason Muhl 
will head off to Anchor-
age, Alaska to play for the 
Anchorage Glacier Pilots 
and continue sharpening 
his game to keep the saves 
coming next season.

“It is about Eddie re-

peating what he did, be-
ing confi dent in what he 
did, believe what he did 
was reality and not some 
once-in-a-lifetime thing, 
but you just did that and 
your goal now is to just be 
consistent,” Ritchie said.

One hurdle will be 
the departure of LeJeune. 
Olson could be the new 
setup man, but he might 
be too valuable to lose as 
the go-to middle reliever 

to save the back end guys. 
Ritchie said it could be 
rising sophomore Robbie 
Metz, the man who picked 
up the hold in Muhl’s fi nal 
save. Metz had a strong 
year as a starter, but 
Ritchie said he could see 
moving him to the eighth-
inning slot.

Regardless of Ritchie’s 
consistency mantra, the 
closer in Muhl still strives 
for perfection.

“If I had just come 
out and had a perfect 19-
for-19 year, I don’t think 
I would be as motivated 
to get better and to keep 
a foot on the gas,” Muhl 
said. “That’s the biggest 
motivator, knowing I had 
a good season, but there’s 
defi nitely room for im-
provement. I think there’s 
still a better version of me. 
I think I’m still trying to 
fi gure it out.”

JOSH SOLOMON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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Sophomore Eddie Muhl 
pitches to a Georgetown 

hitter in a game this past sea-
son. Muhl made a seamless 

transition into his � rst season 
as a full-time closer, racking 

up 17 saves with only two 
blown opportunities. 

With the end of the 
NBA Finals, a dark period 
that is the void of basketball 
begins for men’s basketball 
head coach Mike Lonergan. 
But the pressure is on for 
the 2015–2016 season — the 
last chance for seniors Joe 
McDonald, Patricio Garino 
and Kevin Larsen to get back 
to the NCAA Tournament — 
and a busy offseason is well 
underway. We caught up 
with Lonergan in his offi ce 
to talk about the news from 
the team this summer, and 
what to expect in the fall. 
Responses have been edited 
for length and clarity.

Three players transferred 
out at the end of the season, 
and you added two. Do you 
think you may add a third?

Mike Lonergan: We would 
love to get a post player. 
And a graduate student 
like [shooting guard] Alex 
[Mitola] that wants to go to a 
very good school and pursue 
a master’s but those guys are 
being pursued by everyone 
in the country. So there are 
some transfers that people 
put in articles in ESPN that 
say we were interested, and 
we weren’t, and there are 
others that we were and 
they chose other schools. So 
could something still hap-
pen? Yeah. There’s nothing 
going on right now but 
[Wake Forest transfer] Tyler 
[Cavanaugh] decided in late 
June to come here and Isaiah 
[Armwood] was in August. 
So we’ll see, but we’re not 
just going to take someone 
to take someone. We’ve got 
very good chemistry. We’ve 
got a great group of guys. It 
would have to be the right 
fi t.

You signed a lot of home-
and-home agreements that 
began on the road last 
year, but are coming back 
to the Smith Center this 
fall. Are you excited for the 
team to have home court 
in big games and for the 
fans to get to see them in 
person?

ML: There’s no guarantee 
you win at home, but if I’m 
buying season tickets at GW, 
I’ve got Rutgers, Penn State, 
Seton Hall and Virginia. 
That’s pretty good. Not to 
mention VCU and whoever 
else that’s coming in. And it’s 
hard. It’s really hard to get 
those games. [Athletic direc-
tor] Patrick Nero and I both 
believe in scheduling and 
the fan experience and the 
student athlete experience, 
so I am happy about that. So 
now we’re trying to get those 
games for upcoming years 
which has become even 
harder, to be honest with 
you, because we’ve done 
well the last two years and 
it’s hard. A lot of the coaches, 
they want to just get wins.

What are your offseason 
priorities?

ML: We’re trying to work on 
ball handling because we’re 
going to have a pretty tall 
lineup. Patricio and Yuta 
[Watanabe] give us a lot 
of length and height at the 
wings but we’re really trying 
to do a lot of ball-handling 
drills with them because a 
lot of times they’re going to 
have guys, especially Yuta, 
guarding them that are 
shorter players, and it’s a 
long way for that ball coming 
up. So that’s probably one of 
the points of emphasis with 
our individual workouts, 
and stuff is to get better at 
ball handling.

Do you do anything fun 
with the team during the 
offseason?

ML: When they run, they 
run down to the Vietnam 
Memorial and to the wall 
and they have to remember 
a name. And they have to 
remember it the whole time 
they come back and they’ve 
got to look up a name on the 
computer, or I don’t know 
if they look it up or one 
of the graduate assistants 
[looks it up]. But I was in 
the weight room yesterday 
and they print basically the 
biography of the person 
who died in the war, so in 
the weight room there are all 
these names. So I was like, 

“Oh, that’s awesome.” It’s 
just something so that when 
they run down there, they 
have to remember the name. 
And if they forget the name, 
I think they have to do like 
100 pushups or something. 
So it’s also a thing to try to 
remember.

One of the big stories this 
time last year was Ca-
vanaugh’s transfer. After 
having a year to watch him 
in practice, what are your 
expectations for him in his 
� rst year being able to play 
in games for GW?

ML: I’m hoping Tyler is a 
double-digit scorer. I don’t 
know whether that’s 10 or 14. 
I mean he was averaging 8.8 
a game in arguably the hard-
est conference in the country, 
so I think he’s now a year 
older, knows our system, so I 
think he can really take some 
pressure off Kevin [Larsen] 
because of his size. And he’ll 
draw a lot of attention be-
cause he can shoot threes and 
he can score inside. I think 
he’s going to be really good 
for us. I just don’t know what 
that means statistically.

You’ve added a lot of shoot-
ers to the team. How will 
that impact how you use the 
roster?

ML: My hope is we’ll be 
more diffi cult to guard. And 
even Alex Mitola, you can’t 
forget about him. He’s a 
great shooter. When we sub 
we probably are going to be 
small later. Davidson did a 
great job of playing a lot of 
shooters and guards, and it 
didn’t hurt them too much. 
We’re going to have to hide 
our lack of size defensively 
when we get into our bench 
but the shorter shot clock 
and different things, we 
might even tweak our 1-3-1 
and do some things to keep 
teams from getting the ball 
inside and taking advantage 
of us.”

NORA PRINCIOTTI
SPORTS EDITOR

HATCHET FILE PHOTO
Men’s basketball head coach Mike Lonergan works from the sidelines during a conference game 
against Duquesne last season. Lonergan soon begins his quest to return to the NCAA Tournament 
when the team gets back on campus for offseason training on July 5.
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Read the full 
interview online 
at gwhatchet.com/
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For maximum impact, officials add seven education sessions to orientation
Muhammad, who leads 
the University’s response 
to sexual violence, said 
earlier this year that Ross 
would lead education ef-
forts after officials pin-
pointed the need for more 
prevention education 
through the results of Uni-
versity campus climate 
survey.

In the survey, 80 per-
cent of responding stu-
dents said they did not 
know how to contact the 
University’s Title IX Of-
fice, which houses the 
administrators who walk 
students through the pro-
cess of reporting sexual 
assault under the federal 
anti-discrimination law.

Ross said the sessions 
about sexual assault dur-
ing CI will be more in-
depth than in past years 
and members of the Colo-
nial Cabinet received extra 
training to lead “debriefs” 
of those sessions for stu-
dents who might have 

more questions.
In August, all incom-

ing students will be re-
quired to take an online 
course, which Ross de-
scribed as the “think about 
it” phase of education, 
which introduces topics 
within sexual violence in-
cluding consent, Title IX 
rights and bystander inter-
vention. At the end of the 
online course, Ross said 
students will be prompted 
to sign up for the man-
datory in-person session 
during Welcome Week.

“By repeating mes-
sages and discussing real-
life scenarios, we not only 
honor people’s individual 
learning styles but also 
make the information as 
personally relevant as we 
can,” she said in an email.

All resident advis-
ers receive training about 
sexual assault policies 
and resources. Miller said 
a select group of RAs are 
receiving additional train-
ing from Ross so they can 

share the information with 
other RAs. He said that 
group would “serve as a 
bridge” between Ross and 
student leaders in resi-
dence halls.

Melora Sundt, a pro-
fessor specializing in cam-
pus sexual assault and 
harassment at the Univer-
sity of Southern Califor-
nia, said training students 
to respond to sexual as-
sault reports could change 
a campus’ culture around 
sexual assault because 
many students would 
rather tell a peer.

“Usually the first per-
son that they talk to, the 
way that person reacts 
helps shape the way the 
victim is thinking about 
the incident,” Sundt said. 
“That doesn’t prevent as-
sault, but it might make it 
more likely that when they 
do tell somebody, they’ll 
get better help more im-
mediately.”

—Colleen Murphy 
contributed reporting.

From Page 1
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Center for Student Engagement Director Tim Miller said freshmen will be able to take part in small-
group discussions during Colonial Inauguration and Welcome Week this year to talk about adjusting to 
college and sexual assault prevention.

Freshmen dorms: 
The ‘Zoo,’ the Vern and everything in between

No two residence halls at 
GW are the same. Whether 
you’re moving into a room 
at the heart of the legendary 
freshman “Zoo” or you’re on 
a hillside far removed from 
Foggy Bottom, here’s what 
you’ll love — and what will 
take some getting used to — 
at your first-year home.

Potomac House 
2021 F St. NW

Though the two-person 
spaces in Potomac can be 
tight, sophomore Mackenzie 
Fusco, who lived in Potomac 
her freshman year, said that 
the modern residence hall is 
cleaner and less worn than 
other freshman residence 
halls.

“It’s probably the nicest 
freshman dorm, the one in 
the best condition,” she said.

Fusco added that her 
room in Potomac was a quiet 
space where she could sleep 
undisturbed after a night out. 
It’s within walking distance 
of the Thurston party scene 
and located right next to 
Carvings, a late-night deli 
where students can pick up 
some greasy snacks before 
stumbling back to their 
rooms.

But Fusco said that 
building a community within 
the 379-student building can 
be a hit-or-miss situation, 
depending on residents’ 
neighbors and resident 
advisors.

“It really varies from 
floor to floor,” she said. “On 
the floor above me, everyone 
knew each other and went 
out together all the time 
whereas on my floor, I saw 
people on move-out day that 
I had never seen before.”

But sophomore Supriya 
Mazumdar said that she 
met most of her freshman 
year friends on her floor in 
Potomac because residents 
would leave their doors open 
and spend time in common 
areas outside the elevators.

“We could go in and out 
of rooms and we had a Secret 
Santa on the top floor,” she 
said. “By the end of the year 
I knew everyone.”

Madison Hall 
736 22nd St. NW

One of the smaller dorms, 
Madison’s low-key vibe is 
what made it stand out for 
incoming freshman Theresa 
Ranni.

“I’m kind of a quieter 
person and I wasn’t looking 
for that stereotypical college 
experience,” Ranni said. “I 
wasn’t looking for that party 
scene. I was looking for a 
place where I could actually 
study and sleep and think.”

And though it’s farther 
removed from the action at 
the other freshman dorms, 
Ranni, who has already 
spoken to some of her 
future neighbors, said she is 
anticipating that Madison 
will still be a social dorm.

“I’m expecting sort of 
like a family feel from the 
hallway,” she said. “I’m 
on the Facebook page and 
everyone’s posting on it 
like, ‘Let’s get to know each 
other.’ I love the sense of 
camaraderie I’m getting.”

Madison was built in 
1945 and some of its features 
are worn — like an elevator 
that’s prone to breakdowns 
— but its older feel is what 
appealed to incoming 
freshman Maura Fallon.

“It was just kind of 
like a welcoming, homey 
atmosphere,” she said. “I 
know a lot of people really 
like modern and clean, but 
[Madison is] lived-in. It’s real. 
It’s been there for a while.”

Madison makes up for its 
dated decor and appliances 
with spacious rooms, which 
Fallon said was important for 
her. Each two or four-person 
room has its own bathroom 
and even in a quad, you 
won’t feel suffocated by your 
roommates.

Thurston Hall 
1900 F St. NW

When upperclassmen 
look back on their year-long 
stint in Thurston, it’s probably 
with an air of nostalgia and 
nausea.

Thurston, which houses 
more than 1,000 freshmen 
on the corner of 19th and F 
streets, is notorious because 
there’s a rumor Playboy 

called it the country’s most 
sexually active dorm (the 
publication never actually 
ran the piece).

But after new residents 
settle in, it may grow on you. 
Keep an open-door policy 
and you’re guaranteed a 
visitor, whether it’s your 
neighbor asking to borrow 
your GWorld or a new friend 
wondering if you’d like 
anything from 7/11 — which 
is around the corner and 
open 24 hours a day.

Even if you’re hesitant 
about living somewhere 
nicknamed “The Zoo,” you’ll 
soon find friends within 
Thurston’s (very thin) walls, 
between cramming for 
midterms in the basement or 
waiting for your Domino’s 
order in the lobby.

Embrace the chaos with 
a sense of humor and a good 
pair of headphones, and by 
May, you’ll be sad to see how 
quickly the year goes by.

Mitchell Hall 
514 19th St. NW

The move to exclusively 
house freshmen in Mitchell 
Hall means that even if you 
aren’t thrilled about living in 
a single, there are 350 fresh 
faces just an open door away.

While the chance to live 
with one to five strangers 
may seem like a loss for 
someone itching to make 
friends fast, the perks to 
living alone are aplenty: 
Mitchell residents don’t have 
to deal with “lights out” rules 
or conversations about hook-
ups in close quarters, and 
they can decorate their space 
(and keep it as clean) as they 
want.

Mitchell is around the 
corner from The Elliott School, 
and there’s a convenient 
hallway to the ground floor’s 
24-hour 7-Eleven.

The Mount Vernon Campus
For Sarah Chase, a 

junior who lived in West 
Hall her freshman year, the 
common areas on the Mount 
Vernon Campus — from the 
dorm kitchens and Pelham 
Commons dining hall to 
the outdoor pool and soccer 
fields — are where she met 
her closest friends.

DESIREE HALPERN | PHOTO EDITOR

Thurston Hall houses more than 1,000 freshmen on the Foggy Bottom Campus.

Victoria SHeridan
CONTRIBUTING CULTURE 
EDITOR

Bon appétit: New eateries near campus

Breakfast, lunch or dinner, eating out 
in the District is guaranteed to be great. 
D.C. is home to Vikram Sunderam, the 
Rasika chef and winner of the James 
Beard Award as “best mid-Atlantic 
chef.” Rose’s Luxury was named the 
“Best New Restaurant in America” by 
Bon Appetit magazine and Jose Andres 
opened another restaurant, China 
Chilcano, this year.

For the latest in trendy eats and 
comfort foods near campus, check 
out these new restaurants in walking 
distance:

Second State 
1831 M St. NW

At this Pennsylvania-themed 
restaurant, you’ll have popcorn to 
munch on before your appetizers arrive 
— and you can get a bread basket with 
orange butter for $3.

Entrees range from $19 to $36, so if 
you aren’t splurging on bone in rib-eye 
steak or pecan-crusted trout, stick to the 
shared sides like truffled macaroni and 
cheese with sour cream and an onion 
crumb topping ($12), pinto beans cooked 
in bacon and root beer ($6) and mashed 
sweet potatoes ($9).

Second State only serves beer brewed 
in the Keystone State. The restaurant asks 
you to go phoneless for your table — and 
with $8 cheddar pierogies sauteed with 
bacon, caramelized onions and brown 
butter to focus on, that shouldn’t be too 
hard.

DBGB Kitchen and Bar  
931 H St. NW

This restaurant specializes in beef, 
pork and sausage, so when you’ve had 
your fill of pasta and sandwiches, head 
here to indulge. Vegetarians need not 
worry — there are plenty of hearty 
veggie dishes on the menu too.

Try the $15 Tunisienne, a spicy 
sausage served on a bun with spinach 
and chickpeas, or the $13 Thai sausage 
with green papaya and basil fried rice. 
For a big, albeit pricey, burger, go for the 
$19 Frenchie, a beef patty with pork belly, 
tomato and onion compote and morbier 
cheese on a potato bun, served with fries.

Channel your inner kid with a $5 
petite ice cream sundae: strawberry 
rhubarb with oatmeal streusel and 
almond pound cake, chocolate ice cream 
served with a chocolate chip cookie or 
raspberry ice cream served with ginger 
marshmallow.

Panera Bread 
1750 H St. NW

With nearly 2,000 North American 

locations, you’ve probably been to 
Panera before. The chain switches its 
menu based on the season, but stick to 
what they do best: soup in bread bowls, 
chicken salads and baked goods.

Salads like the Fuji Apple and the 
Asian Sesame, which both come with 
grilled chicken, cost between $6 and $9. 
And with a long list of $5 soups, from 
salty French onion to creamy tomato 
to gooey broccoli cheddar, you’ll keep 
toasty even when you’re cramming for 
finals in the winter.

Pastries are cheap and filling — 
nothing costs more than $3 — and the 
chocolate chip cookie is particularly 
good. If you find yourself invited to a 
potluck or hosting a meeting, you can 
order a coffee cake from Panera for $15 
and pick up a coffee to go.

Which Wich 
1803 E St. NW

The name says it all — which ‘wich 
will you pick? The restaurant offers 
options for carnivores, vegetarians and 
vegans (vegetarian sandwich filling in a 
bowl or in a lettuce wrap).

A small sandwich ($6) will get you a 
7-inch sub, a medium ($9) 10.5-inch and a 
large is perfect to split or save at 14-inches 
for $12. Customers looking to cut back on 
calories can have the middle of the bread 
scooped out, saving 90 calories for a small 
sub and those looking to nix bread can 
order a Lettucewich for $6.

Its extensive menu looks a little 
overwhelming, but get past the seemingly 
endless combinations to select your meat 
(or seafood or vegetables) from the Hula, 
ham and pineapple, to crab salad to 
artichoke hearts. Which Wich furthers its 
customizability by letting you choose a 
“hotwich” or a “coldwich.”

Centrolina 
974 Palmer Alley NW

This restaurant is all about regional 
Italian fare: Think daily handmade 
pastas, seasonal produce and grilled 
entrees. For a not-so-casual dining 
experience, you can expect stylish white 
walls accentuating the floor-to-ceiling 
glass.

At Centrolina, the menu stays short, 
sweet and to the point, with pasta options 
that dress up some familiar classics like 
the raviolo ($20), which includes sheep’s 
milk ricotta, a runny egg and pesto and 
the $24 spaghetti alla chitarra, which 
includes chanterelle mushroom and 
wheat berry. Wood-fired meat and fish 
selections include items like $24 calamari 
and $26 fried lamb.

—Hatchet reporter Kathleen Baltazar 
contributed reporting.

Jeanine Marie
CULTURE EDITOR

DESIREE HALPERN | PHOTO EDITOR
You can get a $6 sandwich at Which Wich on 18th and E Street.
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Get global food without a plane ticket 
ViCtoria SHeridan
CONTRIBUTING ULTURE EDITOR

ViCtoria SHeridan
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Get to know other D.C. college neighborhoods: 
From M Street to U Street

Clubbing at Cities and brunching at 
Founding Farmers are a must for your first 
few weeks at GW. But when you need a 
change of scenery, make sure to hit up the 
District’s options for college students outside 
of Foggy Bottom.

From American University’s art scene 
to Howard University’s nightlife, here’s 
where you should go in D.C.’s other college 
neighborhoods.

Georgetown University
The Tombs, 1226 36th St. NW

In the basement of the upscale restaurant 
1789 is The Tombs, a go-to bar and eatery 
for the Georgetown crowd. At all hours of 
the day, you’ll run into students enjoying 
$15 chicken and waffles and $13 quiche for 
brunch or sipping on $3 to $4 pints with $5 
steamed pork belly buns during happy hour.

Buffalo Exchange, 3279 M St. NW
Georgetown’s quaint M Street boasts 

all of the preppy stores you would expect, 
with Vineyard Vines and Polo Ralph Lauren 
nearby on Wisconsin Avenue. But make sure 
to duck into the trendy thrift boutique Buffalo 
Exchange, where you can browse for bargain 

vintage clothes and sell your old threads.
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

Georgetown’s backyard is home to some 
of the best nature trails in the District. For one 
of the most scenic routes, you can jog along 
the river canal that runs through Georgetown, 
and snap a picture for Instagram while you’re 
at it.

American University
Osman and Joe’s Steak’n Egg Kitchen, 
4700 Wisconsin Ave. NW

In the quiet Tenleytown neighborhood 
surrounding American University, Osman 
and Joe’s has been serving up classic diner 
fare for almost two decades. Whether you’re 
stopping in for a quick brunch or a late-night 
craving, be sure to try the namesake $14 steak 
and eggs with hash browns and gravy.

The Kreeger Museum, 2401 Foxhall Road 
NW

A lesser-known alternative to the National 
Gallery of Art, the Kreeger Museum isn’t far 
from the Mount Vernon Campus. Because of 
its proximity to the Tenleytown Metro station, 
you can meet American University students 
while browsing works by Monet, Picasso and 
Renoir. Admission is $7 for college students 
with a valid identification card.

Catholic University
Busboys and Poets, 625 Monroe St. NE

D.C. is home to a number of Busboys and 
Poets locations, but you can enjoy live poetry 
along with Catholic University students at its 
spot in the Brookland neighborhood. If you’re 
just in the mood to grab a bite, the cozy cafe 
also offers a brunch menu with dishes like 
the $10 sweet potato pancakes and the $12 
Oaxaca omelette, loaded with black beans, 
cheese, pico de gallo and guacamole.

ArtJamz, 716 Monroe St. NE
At ArtJamz in Brookland, you have 

the opportunity to make art instead of just 
looking at it – there are more than 30 options 

for learning how to paint while listening to 
music. With packages like The Banksy for $38 
and The Picasso for $35, you can choose bar 
access, the length of your session (one to two 
hours) and whether you want to paint on a 

canvas or design your own doll.

Echostage, 2135 Queens Chapel Road 
NE

The energetic performances at Echostage 
and its proximity to Brookland make it the 
concert venue of choice for many Catholic 
University students, and its featured artists 
will make the trek worthwhile for GW 
students. Upcoming acts include The Smiths 
frontman Morrissey on June 17 and rapper 
Flo Rida on July 24.

Howard University
Howard Theatre, 620 T St. NWThe area 
around Howard University is home to some 
the best nightlife in the city. For a venue 
where you can catch dinner and a show, look 
no further than the historic Howard Theatre. 
While munching on crab cakes and sipping 
on cocktails named for famous jazz artists, like 
the fruity Ella Fitz, you can catch upcoming 

headliners like entertainer Frankie Grande 
(the brother of pop star Ariana Grande) and 
R&B singer Macy Gray.

Ben’s Chili Bowl, 1213 U St. NW
Right off of U Street, Howard University 

is also within walking distance of a trendy 
corridor of D.C. eateries. But don’t waste your 
time debating between Ethiopian cuisine or 
Southern soul food. The iconic, bright red-
and-yellow Ben’s Chili Bowl is a must for all 
D.C. residents and visitors — make sure to try 
the half-smoke sausage topped with chili for 
around $6.

Bohemian Caverns, 2001 11th St. NW
Howard University’s entertainment 

scene is full of history, too — jazz 
clubs like Bohemian Caverns helped 
launch the careers of artists like Duke 
Ellington. Upcoming acts include the 
bluesy, saxophone-infused sounds of 
groups like AfroHORN and the Nicholas 
Payton Trio.

CAMPUS DICTIONARY

Whether you’re gearing up 
to study abroad, or just hoping 
to widen your palette in college, 
here are the top spots for inter-
national food in the District.

Indigo 
243 K St. NE

The family-owned joint that 
serves up Indian comfort food 
in an intimate setting will make 
you feel right at home. Staples 
like the $11 butter chicken, $4 
mango lassi smoothies and In-
digo’s signature “Indirolls” — 
a flatbread wrap loaded with 
spinach, onions, cilantro and 
meat or vegetables for $9 to $12 
— are available on their colorful 
chalkboard menu every day.

Before hopping on the Red 
Line to the New York Avenue 
Metro station, make sure to 
check Indigo’s Twitter page for 
updates on their rotating daily 
specials like the $12 spicy man-
go chicken or the $14 goat curry.

Tortilla Cafe
 210 7th St. SE

The Eastern Market restau-
rant’s simple, fast-food atmo-
sphere may seem unassuming. 
But El Salvadorian founder and 
chef Juan Canales’ traditional 
Latin American cuisine is what 
landed Tortilla Cafe a feature on 
the Food Network series “Din-
ers, Drive-Ins and Dives.”

You can stuff your face like 
Guy Fieri with one of their $2 
pupusas — corn tortillas filled 
with cheese and pork — the $4 
fried plantains or a burrito for 
around $5.

Although it’s 15 minutes on 
the metro to Eastern Market, 
Tortilla Cafe’s cheap prices for 
food that will fill you up all day 
are worth the trip.

Eat First 
609 H St. NW

Located at the center of Chi-
natown, Eat First may seem like 
another takeout hole-in-the-
wall serving Americanized Chi-
nese food favorites like sweet 
and sour chicken, fried rice and 
lo mein, all for around $9.

But the menu also boasts a 
wide selection of authentic Can-
tonese delicacies. Dishes like the 
$7 shredded jellyfish, the $10 to 
$15 meat and seafood claypot 
stews and the various types of 
congee — a rice dish served 
with fixins like squid and pig’s 
skin for about $7 — can be hard 
to find anywhere else.

Bistrot Du Coin 
1738 Connecticut Ave. NW

The Dupont Circle eatery 
replicates Parisian dining with 
its red and white checkered 
tablecloths and rustic decora-
tions, but any European foodie 
can find something they will 
enjoy at the lively bistro.

French specialties on the 
menu include the $11 buttery 

escargots, $22 steak with béar-
naise sauce and $24 rabbit stew. 
Bistrot Du Coin also offers $17 
Mediterranean-inspired lamb 
sausages with couscous and 
popular European open-faced 
sandwiches called tartines, with 
toppings like ham and cheese or 
smoked salmon for $9 to $15.

Sumah’s
1727 7th St. NW

A colorful cafe in the Shaw 
neighborhood, Sumah’s serves 
up simple but hearty West Af-
rican cuisine with portions that 
are worth the prices.

For $14 to $17, you can get a 
heap of seasoned jollof rice — a 
staple in countries like Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Gambia and Nige-
ria — infused with tomato, chili 
peppers and spices and mixed 
with beef, chicken or fish. Other 
popular menu items include 
peanut butter sauce and stewed 
cassava leaves, both for $14 to 
$17, as well as house-made gin-
ger beer for around $3.
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Complete with red-checkered table cloths, Bistro du Coin feels like 
Paris – and it’s just about 15 minutes from campus.
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The $130 million District House, next to the Marvin Center, could house some 
members of the Class of 2019. The building’s top floor was added in May.

What’s the deal with the 
‘Superdorm?’

It’s a bird! It’s a crane! No, it’s 
“Superdorm.”

When the Class of 2019 
starts sophomore year at GW, its 
members might get the chance 
to live in the University’s newest 
residence hall.

District House, built directly 
next to the Marvin Center between 
H and I streets, topped out in 
May when the final frames of the 
building’s top floor were added, 
according to a tweet from Director 
of GW Housing Programs Seth 
Weinshel. Construction on the 
residence hall is planned to be 
finished in fall 2016.

Want a spot in the $130 million 
residence hall? Sophomores and 
juniors will be able to live in the 
898-bed building, and Weinshel 
told students at a Student 
Association meeting last year that 
the building will have affinity 
suites for student groups with 
“significantly sized” dining and 
living areas.

Seven of those units will be for 
student groups with 16 members, 

and seven more will house 20 
members, a step Weinshel said 
was to free up student space 
because groups will be able to use 
their suites for meetings.

The affinity suites will be 
brightly decorated in either blue, 
green, orange or yellow, with 
coordinating doors and colored 
accents throughout the room, 
like a small rug or backsplash. 
Weinshel told the SA Senate last 
year that the color of the room 
will depend on the floor of the 
residence hall.

The 64,000 square feet building 
will also house five dining venues 
in its basement, similar to the layout 
of the basement of Shenkman Hall, 
but officials will not know the 
retailers until about six months 
before the building opens.

If you’re not planning to live 
in an affinity, District House has 
other housing options for students. 
Apartment-style rooms with two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a 
living room and a kitchen will cost 
students $14,240, and the building 
will also include other rooms with 
a kitchenette and bathroom.

Before you hit the books during 
your first semester at GW, study 
up on some campus vocabulary.

Vex (proper noun): The bus 
that departs from 23 and G 
streets outside Funger Hall, as 
well as 20th and E Street, trans-
ports Vernies (students who live 
on the Mount Vernon Campus) 
to Foggy Bottom and hauls Fog-
gy Bottom dwellers to the Vern 
for University Writing classes. 
They say it’s a 10 to 15-minute 
ride, but students have some-
times spent more than an hour 
on it, so be prepared. And don’t 
accidentally get on the wrong 

shuttle — one mistake could 
land you on a one-hour journey 
to Virginia.

Vexiled (nonfinite verb): You 
might become familiar with this 
phrase your freshman year. If 
your roommate requests a little 
space for a romantic evening, 
you could be stuck riding the 
Vex until its safe to return to 
your room.

HellWell (proper noun): A 
quick, cheeky way to refer to 
the Lerner Health and Well-
ness Center, the on-campus 
gym complete with exercise 
machines, pool, basketball 

courts and yoga classes to help 
students avoid the freshman 
15. But no worries — you can 
gain back all of the calories you 
worked off with a froyo from 
Campus Fresh, just a floor up 
from the main lobby.

Square 80 (proper noun): 
Tucked away on the block be-
tween 21 and H streets, this park 
gives students a space for ste-
reotypical college activities like 
throwing a Frisbee and reading 
books on benches. Expect soror-
ity and fraternity events to hap-
pen here, too. And the warmer 
the weather, the more likely 
you’ll find free food.

SARC Team (proper noun): 
An acronym for Sexual Assault 
Response Consultative Team, 
this group trained of staff mem-
bers are there to assist sexual 
assault survivors in finding 
appropriate resources to meet 
their medical, counseling and 
academic needs. Call 202-994-
7222 for help, 24 hours a day.

Fratio (noun): The outdoor 
patio adjacent to a fraternity 
house, where members grill and 
blast country music seemingly 
nonstop in the warmer months.
4-RIDE (proper noun): A taxi-
esque service that will pick up 
and drop off GW students any-

where on and up to a mile away 
from the Foggy Bottom Campus 
between 7 p.m. and 5:30 a.m. 
Officials added 15-passenger 
vans to the fleet about a year 
ago to pick up large groups of 
students.

Ruffles (proper noun): The 
small fluffy dog belonging to 
University President Steven 
Knapp. Knapp occasionally 
brings Ruffles to campus events, 
and legend has it he walks the 
fluffy creature through Univer-
sity Yard late at the night.
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Ben’s Chili Bowl is an exciting, yet classic 
restaurant to grab lunch or a late-night 
snack with friends after an outing in U 
Street. You can often find it packed with 
professionals and tourists ordering chili or 
hot dogs
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The Busboys and Poets in Brookland is conve-
niently across the street from Catholic University 
and two blocks from the Brookland metro. You 
can order a variety of foods ranging from veggie 
burgers, coconut ice cream, mint lattes, and eggs 
benedict
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There’s nothing quite like a summer afternoon 
stroll along the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal that 
runs parallel to urban apartment buildings and chic 
shops in Georgetown.

eVa palmer
NEWS EDITOR

ellie SmitH
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR



COLONIAL INAUGURATION GUIDETHE GW HATCHET

Last-minute ideas for cool courses
ELLIE SMITH

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Scheduling your fi rst 
semester of classes can be 
daunting. But don’t worry 
just yet — GW is introducing 
a few new courses this 
semester that might make 
your class choices a little 
more interesting and your 
schedule spreadsheets less 
stressful.

Gender, Sexuality & Citizenship
Department: American Studies
Professor: Chad Heap

Consider how gender 
and sexuality have affected 
American citizenship in 
recent years. Study the 
privatization of sexuality 
through the state, the role 
gender and sexuality have 
played in immigration and 
military service and how we 
judge people based on their 
sexuality.

Nuclear Security
Department: International 
Affairs
Professor: Nicole Snyder

Prepare for yourself 
a high-power, low-profi le 
career within international 
affairs. Apply your 
knowledge of physics to 
the growing fi eld of nuclear 
security. This comprehensive 
course will cover the basic 
physics behind nuclear 
weapons and will teach 
you how to deter nuclear 
proliferation.

The ABC’s of Poetry: How Poetry 
Matters
Department: English
Professor: Jennifer Chang and 
Jonathan Hsy

Explore poetry and 
its evolution as a creative 
practice from the Middle 
Ages to the 21st century.

Jennifer Chang, one of 
the professors of this new 
course said this is a course 
for readers and writers, and 
students will engage in both 
critical and creative reading 
and writing.

“We hope that through 
the course students will 
discover the material reality 
of poems — poems as objects 
and cultural actors, poems 
as ‘matter’ and as dynamic 
interactive experiences,” 
Chang said.

Lesbian History & Culture
Department: Women’s Studies
Professor: Bonnie Morris

Take look at lesbian 
identity, community and 
legal rights. Get to know the 
lesser-known heroines of 
LGBT history and activism 
through music literature and 
fi lm. 

Even if you’re excited to leave your hometown for the 
nation’s capital, you’ll be itching to see more of the DMV 
(that’s the District, Maryland and Virginia) soon.

With scenic hiking trails, historic neighborhoods and 
other fun cities at your fi ngertips, you should be reserving 
some Saturday afternoons for exploring before the breezy 
D.C. autumn turns to winter.

Assateague Island National Seashore
Salt marshes, a pine forest and beaches aren’t exactly 

what comes to mind when you think of D.C. But just three 
hours east on Route 50 is Assateague Island, a national 
park where you can kayak, hike and swim.

Oh, and about 200 feral horses call the island home.
Nobody is sure how the horses came to occupy the 37-

mile island, but a Spanish shipwreck discovered in 1997 
has led to the theory that after the cargo ship sank, horses 
on board swam to shore.

The entrance fee is $15 with a vehicle. You can even 
camp on the island if you don’t mind falling asleep to hors-
es’ neighs.

Billy Goat Trail
The 4.7-mile hike takes you on a journey between the 

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal – which was used to transport 
coal from the Allegheny Mountains – and the Potomac Riv-
er. The easiest way to get to the Billy Goat Trail is by renting 
a Zipcar and driving west on the Clara Barton Parkway.

You’ll come across the Purple Horse Beach on the east 
side of Bear Island. The name is a little misleading because 
there isn’t anything purple about the sandy bank, nor are 

there horses. But it is home to climbing crags that will amp 
up your heart rate and make sure you earn that packed 
lunch.

Old Town, Alexandria
Head to the Commonwealth of Virginia for thrift shop-

ping, book browsing and a little history after a 20-minute 
ride on the Blue line. Off the main drag, King Street, the 
roads are lined with pretty brick townhouses, some cov-
ered with ivy, and gems like Misha’s Coffeehouse and 
Roaster.

The food isn’t much different than what you’ll fi nd 
in D.C. unless you head to King Street Blues, a small bar 
with Southern offerings like $5 hush puppies, buttermilk 
biscuits served with remoulade, and a $5 cup of corn chili.

Baltimore
Maryland’s largest city is a 40-minute MARC train ride 

away, which costs just a few bucks, depending on the time 
and day.

Visit poet Edgar Allan Poe’s grave in the Westminster 
Cemetery or check out The Book Thing in the Waverly part 
of town, where from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the weekends, the 
organization gives out free books.

For lunch, go to Beefalo Bob’s (8015 Ft. Smallwood 
Road), a barbecue place and sports bar that specializes in a 
Baltimore novelty called “pit beef” — smoked, thinly sliced 
beef on a Kaiser roll with raw onion. Or head to Faidley 
Seafood (203 N Paca St.) for jumbo lump-crab cakes and 
tartar sauce made in house.

HATCHET FILE PHOTO 
Tired of the city? Unwind for a day in Old Town Alexandria – just 
20 minutes away on the Blue Line.

Ditch the District for a day

The best apps for your freshman year
ZACH MONTELLARO

HATCHET STAFF WRITER

Well, welcome to GW. In just a few 
short weeks a big part of your life is going 
to change. I’m not talking about where you 
live or your friend group — I’m talking 
about your phone.

You’re (sort of) on your own in college 
now, so a phone needs to be more than 
just something you use to check Twitter 
when you’re bored. Besides the essentials 
(like Uber (free), Google Maps (free) and 
something to make your photos shine), 
here are a few more suggestions to help you 
make the most out of your device.

Keep track of your � nances
One of the hardest things about coming 

to college is keeping track of your money 
because your GWorld makes it just a 
swipe away.

And boy, it does seem like 
a lot of money. But after a few 
too many trips to Whole Foods 
and CVS, you’ll have just 50 
bucks left midway through 
November, and you’re going 
to have to stretch that remaining 
cash for all it’s worth.

In comes Mint, a free personal 
fi nance app. The app helps you track all 
your purchases and stay on budget every 
month. You can set a limit for separate 
categories from fast food to taxis to alcohol 
(presuming you’re 21, of course) and you 
can opt-in to recieve email updates so 
you know when you’re maxing out your 
budget.

You can also link your bank account and 
credit cards, so any purchases you make 
on a debit or credit card are automatically 
inputted into the app. For purchases using 
cash or GWorld, you’ll have to input on 
your own.

But trust me, when you can still buy 
a good meal while your friends are eating 
ramen noodles because they’re out of 
money, it will all be worth it.

Keep all your notes in one place
Your iPhone comes with a default notes 

app for writing down your quick thoughts 
and lists. Frankly, it isn’t that great — you 
can’t sort or categorize your notes in any 
way, and it has an ugly interface.

Instead, you need Evernote, an absolute 
workhorse of an app.

Evernote takes simple notes, and it also 
can make checklists, set reminders, upload 
photos, allow you to write on those photos, 
create voice memos and organize all of that 
based on tags you set.

The app’s interface is very intuitive as 
well, so there’s no learning curve on getting 
your notes more organized. And one of 
the best features is that it syncs with the 
Evernote app on your computer, all for free.

You could also download the Google 
Drive apps — but you’ll need a separate 
app to manageGoogle Docs, PDFs and 
Google Sheets.

Making your phone work for you
Your phone’s apps are all pretty great, 

but they don’t really work all that well 
together and sometimes it takes too many 
taps to get where you want.

All of that goes away with Workfl ow 
(free) — which is iOS only (sorry, Android 
users). Workfl ow creates a whole bunch of 
“programs” that work with a range of apps.

Want to charge your friends half of 
your last purchase on Venmo? Workfl ow 
will run a function that will automatically 
do that for you — all you need to do is input 
a price.

Want to hit one button to call for an Uber 
right to your dorm room? Again, there’s a 
Workfl ow function for that. With one tap 

of a button, it will automatically call 
an Uber, with your home address 

already set and ready to go.
There’s pre-built Workfl ow 

programs to automatically fi nd 
the nearest coffee shop, create 
a GIF from your photos, set a 

reminder that goes off when you 
get back home, or fi nd the day’s 

top news stories.
Workfl ow will also let you pin these 

functions right to your home screen, saving 
you time and frustration. If you’re feeling 
adventurous (and if you’re smarter than 
me) you can create your own Workfl ows 
for even more customized functions.

Surviving the Vex ride
If you’re a freshman, you’re going to 

be spending a good amount of time on the 
Vern, which means you’ll also spend a good 
amount of time on the Vex.

Learn to embrace those 10 (or 15 or 
20) minutes to just unwind. Listen to some 
music or apodcast. Read a book. Or get a 
good game to play.

My freshman year was dominated by 
Jetpack Joyride (free), where you control 
a guy trying to escape a top secret facility, 
while dodging lasers and missiles. An 
average game probably lasts a minute or 
two, so you’ll have several chances to get a 
high score.

While I still go back to that old favorite 
every once and awhile, my Vex rides now (I 
still go to the Vern frequently) are all Crossy 
Road (free). If you took the old arcade game 
Frogger, updated the graphics and replaced 
the frog with a sheep or kiwi bird, you’d 
have yourself this great game.

There are thousands of games in the 
app store for you from which to choose, so 
a $10 iTunes gift card will go a long way. A 
few other favorites of mine are Bike Baron 
($1.99), Peggle ($0.99) and Tiny Wings 
($0.99).

With any of these games, the Vex ride 
will go by in no time.

My high score in Jetpack Joyride, by the 
way? 6,891. Good luck beating that.
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Got Greek letters on your brain? Have you always 
dreamed of singing “Wagon Wheel” on the patio of one of 
those townhouses you saw on your fi rst tour of campus? Or 
are you just interested in learning the basics?

One in three students at GW are involved in Greek life. 
Here’s everything you need to know about it.

Rush and recruitment
Before students can become a part of the Greek community, 

they go through a week-long process to fi nd the right fraternity 
or sorority for them.

Guys go through rush, which will be held from Sept. 28 

to Oct. 9, with a mandatory information session held on Sept. 
24 and 25. During rush, fraternities hold events to get to know 
each potential new member, or “PNM.”

Girls looking to join a sorority go through a week-long 
process called recruitment. Each girl is required to meet with 
each sorority affi liated with the Panhellenic Association on 
the fi rst night of recruitment. Each group of girls has a leader, 
or Pi Rho Chi, who guides them through the process, giving 
them the support they need as they pick the chapter that’s right 
for them and helping them pick out the perfect outfi t for each 
night of recruitment.

Each day of recruitment focuses on one aspect of the 
chapter, like philanthropy. By the end of the week, each 
potential new member meets for an hour with members of her 
top two or three sororities.

Afterwards, girls receive bids from the sororities that 
picked them to become a member, and they attend bid day on 
the National Mall.

Giving back through philanthropy
If you join Greek life, don’t be surprised if you fi nd yourself 

in a crowd of students wearing brightly colored “frat tanks” 
as you make your way through a massive blow-up obstacle 
course in the middle of the National Mall, all for a charity.

Sororities and fraternities hold philanthropy events during 
the year to benefi t a charity or cause affi liated with their chapter. 

Two of the most well-known philanthropy events are Pi 
Kappa Alpha’s Fireman’s Challenge, which raises money for 
the D.C. Firefi ghters Burn Foundation through a fi eld day 
involving obstacle courses and fi re hoses, and Kappa Sigma’s 
Shave Away Cancer event, where brothers shave their heads 
to raise money for St. Baldrick’s Foundation, which funds 
childhood cancer research.

Greek housing options
Students who join Greek life at GW can spend at least a 

semester living in Greek housing. Some chapters live on a 
fl oor in International House, a residence hall exclusively for 
Interfraternity Council and Panhellenic Association-affi liated 
Greek chapters.

You’ll get a chance to bond with your sisters while binge-
watching sessions of Netfl ix, or take a study break with your 
brothers on your chapter’s “fratio.”

Members of Pi Beta Phi and Chi Omega sororities live 
in Strong Hall for at least one year, and other members of 
fraternities and sororities live in townhouses on 23rd and 22nd 
streets, where you’ll fi nd country music blasting when the 
weather is warm.

Everybody’s heard that GW is 
one of the most politically active 

schools in the country. But we’re not 
too shabby at staying connected either 
— most clubs and organizations, as 
well as some D.C. hotspots, have 
informative twitter accounts and 

facebook pages.

Follow these accounts 
for the latest.

Once you’ve unpacked, met 
your roommates and said good-
bye to your parents, you’ll begin 
to realize there’s a lot more to liv-
ing on your own than doing your 
own laundry. (By the way, have 
you packed a hamper? Detergent 
pods? Dryer sheets?)

Even if you’ve brought ev-
erything from shampoo to dish 
soap to risers for your bed, odds 
are you forgot a few knickknacks. 
Here are a few places within 
walking distance where you can 
pick up the little things:

District Hardware 
and The Bike Shop 
1108 24 St. NW

This local treasure prides it-
self on being a family-owned 
business in D.C. since 1971. The 
store has a little bit of everything, 

from bike locks to potted plants 
to super-strength adhesives for 
hanging up heavy tapestries in 
your new room.

While options closer to cam-
pus, like CVS, carry some basic 
home supplies, District Hardware 
has a wider variety and items you 
might not think of until you need 
them, like solvent for cleaning 
dirty bathroom tiles or blenders 
for mixing frozen fruit smoothies.

Paper Source 
3019 M St. NW

The kitschy chain is made for 
future crochet club members, but 
it’s also a great, albeit occasion-
ally overpriced, place to upgrade 
the aesthetic of your school sup-
plies.

Their journal selection is bet-
ter than at the campus bookstore, 
but if you don’t fi nd what you’re 
looking for, you can always head 
to the Moleskine store at 3029 M 

St. NW. Prices range from $10 spi-
rals to $30 leather-bound Cavalli-
ni notebooks. And Paper Source’s 
gift wrap, which hangs on a wall 
display, can double as pretty post-
ers that cost between $3 and $10.

Greeting cards cost $5 to $7 
and you won’t waste time dig-
ging through cliche sayings or 
lame jokes. Instead, you’ll fi nd 
pretty doodles of sloths, “Orange 
is the New Black” references and 
an “I’d know it was your birthday 
without Facebook” card.

Staples 
1901 L St. NW

When you’re not ready to 
spend your precious GWorld 
money on school supplies at the 
campus bookstore, this is your 
go-to: Pens, paper, tape, printer 
paper and binders line the walls 
at the reliable chain.

And there are other things 
you may not have thought of. You 

may want a mouse for your com-
puter ($15), a label-maker ($65), 
Post-it notes (about $7) or stamps 
for keeping in touch with friends 
via snail mail. And even if you 
bring your own binders, you may 
have forgotten dividers or fold-
ers.

The lamp you brought to 

school probably didn’t come 
with light bulbs and odds are 
you’ll need batteries for the re-
mote that came with your TV. 
Staples is only six blocks from 
Thurston, so even if it takes a few 
trips to fi nally feel ready for your 
fi rst class, you won’t waste any 
time on the Metro.

GW students will continue to see 
green on campus in the fall following a se-
ries of plans to continue making campus 
more sustainable.

The University’s overall sustainability 
goals have shifted into focus since Univer-
sity President Steven Knapp came to GW 
in 2007. Offi cials have laid out steps to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions by 40 percent 
before 2025 and by 80 percent before 2040.

Other sustainability targets include 
using low-carbon technology for energy 
on campus and meeting more than half 
of the University’s energy needs through 
solar power. Here’s a look at some other 
projects you’ll see play out while you’re 
at GW.

Promoting sustainability on cam-
pus starts with Colonial Inauguration. 
Meghan Chapple, the director of the Of-
fi ce of Sustainability, said in an email that 
offi cials will continue a year-old initiative 
to show students rooms outfi tted in sus-
tainable products during tours at Colonial 
Inauguration.

“This year we’re taking it a step fur-
ther and working with Housing to outfi t 
the 11 rooms that will be showcased as 
part of CI with sustainable products such 
as bedding, cleaning items, school sup-

plies,” she said. “This effort is designed 
to highlight these sustainable options to 
incoming students right before they make 
their purchases for college.”

And students in the second session of 
orientation will be on campus for an event 
surrounding solving effi ciency and waste 
problems at and around GW, Chapple 
said.

Chapple added that the University has 
been piloting green chemistry projects in a 
few laboratories on campus. Green chem-
istry, often called sustainable chemistry, 
involves creating and designing products 
with an eye toward sustainable uses and 
packaging.

Students will also attend an Offi ce of 
Sustainability-sponsored barbecue on the 
Mount Vernon Campus during CI, where 
students will get help sorting their gar-
bage.

Sustainability has also been a focus 
coming from students, which incoming 
students will see play out over the next 
year as well. Last winter, two students 
started a small composting effort in Hens-
ley Hall on the Vern.

And Chapple said that students will 
continue to volunteer at the University’s 
community garden, and added that her 
offi ce will offer “many opportunities to 
volunteer in the summer and fall during 
the growing season.”
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 Follow the student affairs dean for updates on all 
things student life. Konwerski often answers students’ 
questions, promotes GW events and his use of hashtags is 
#impeccable.

 @GWPeterK

@CouncilOfDC
@GWAlumni

@930Club@FakeGWSA and @FakeHatchet
They call themselves fake but their topical commentary on 
campus goings-on, from the Student Associate elections 
to the lottery for “The Colbert Report” tickets, is spot-on.

Follow this concert venue for live tweets during shows, pre-
sale announcements, or updates on ticket availability for 

upcoming shows.

Follow this account for quips about what alumni are up to. 
It may seem weird to keep up with graduates while you’re 
still in school, but you never know when an alumnus — 
and a contact — who works at your dream job will pop up.

The D.C. Council’s Twitter aims to be “conversational, 
informative and sometimes even enjoyable to read,” 

according to a pinned tweet on the account, and with 
content like a photo of an of� ce-wide planking contest, it is 

pretty amusing. You may even learn a thing or two about the 
� ght for D.C. statehood.

STAYING SOCIAL MEDIA SAVVY

RYAN LASKER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

HATCHET FILE PHOTO BY DESIREE HALPERN | PHOTO EDITOR 
GW freshman and Epsilon Sigma Alpha member Younma Sirgi pies Jack Kornblatt, a sophomore in Sigma Nu, during a fundraiser for a 
Children’s Hospital.

Dorm essentials are just a walk away

DESIREE HALPERN | PHOTO EDITOR
Paper Source is one of the stores within walking distance where you can 
pick up must-have items to decorate your dorm.

Going Greek? Here’s what you need to know
EVA PALMER
NEWS EDITOR

What’s next in campus-wide 
sustainability goals?

JEANINE MARIE
CULTURE EDITOR

Whether you live on the Mount Vernon Campus or just take 
your University Writing course there, this account will tweet 
helpful updates when the weather’s bad or when you should 

plan accordingly due to traf� c delays.

@TheVernExpress

JEANINE MARIE
CULTURE EDITOR
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