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Knapp leaves behind transformed University
ANDREW GOUDSWARD
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

A little more than a
decade ago, the Board of
Trustees turned to Steven
Knapp, then the provost
of Johns Hopkins University, to lead GW with an
ambitious vision for future growth.
After
University
President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg heightened
the University’s reputation while also ballooning the cost of attendance
during his 19-year tenure, the Board charged
Knapp with expanding
the University’s research
offerings and stepping up
fundraising campaigns to
reduce reliance on tuition
to fund campus projects.
Now, less than three
months before Knapp
is set to leave the presidency, officials and faculty said the University
would lose a methodical
and subdued leader, who
often eschewed the spotlight and made progress
on many of the biggest
goals that were put on his
agenda.
“I think he’s going to
be remembered for steering the ship on a stable
course during some difficult times in higher ed,”
Robert Chernak, the University’s former senior
vice president for student
and academic support services, said. “Most of the
things he was expected to

SAM HARDGROVE | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
University President Steven Knapp plays the drums during a farewell event May 6 to celebrate his decade-long tenure.

do when he was hired by
the Board of Trustees, he’s
accomplished.”

Turning plans into action

Knapp came from
Johns Hopkins – a leading
national research institution – in 2007, and the
Board entrusted him with
the mission to make GW a

more prominent competitor in the research field.
In response, Knapp
created a position for the
vice president of research
and brought in neuroscientist Leo Chalupa from
the University of California, Davis in 2008 to
led the effort to bring in
research-minded faculty.

Knapp said research
projects bring faculty
and students together to
search for solutions to
major global issues and
improve GW’s reputation.
“If you want the University to be prominent,
to be recognized, which of
course adds value to your
degrees, you can’t do that

unless you’re regarded
as a prominent research
university,” he said in an
interview.
In
2006,
before
Knapp’s arrival, GW was
ranked No. 114 on the
National Science Foundation’s list of institutions
that receive federal funding, with about $92 mil-

lion in federal expenditures. In fiscal year 2015,
the University moved up
to No. 83, with about $139
million in federal funding
for research, according to
the NSF’s Higher Education Research and Development Survey.
Knapp, who began his
career teaching English
literature at the University of California, Berkeley, oversaw the University’s increased focus on
science, technology, engineering and math fields.
“Science and engineering has a much higher
stature in the University
than it did before,” Charles
Garris, a professor of mechanical and aerospace engineering and the former
chair of the Faculty Senate’s executive committee,
said. “That is probably the
biggest change that I’ve
seen.”
In the spring of 2014,
the
Milken
Institute
School of Public Health
finished construction on a
new building near Washington Circle and in January 2015, Knapp opened
the $275 million glass
and steel symbol of GW’s
STEM focus: the Science
and Engineering Hall.
To fund the University’s biggest projects, Knapp
turned to philanthropy. He
restructured the University’s development office in
See OFFICIALS Page 7

Dining plan to
get $200 boost
A focus on affordability

DANI GRACE

University spokesperson Brett Zongker said as
One year into a new more retailers, like Whole
campus dining plan, of- Foods, opened near camﬁcials are bumping up pus in recent years, student
the amount of money on- interest in a traditional
campus students are able dining hall – like J Street –
to spend on food.
waned.
Oﬃcials are giving all
“Students have consisstudents living on cam- tently and clearly voiced
pus an extra $200 in din- their support for GW’s
ing dollars – which stu- conversion to an open dindents use to pay for meals ing system,” he said.
on a GWorld card – next
The University addschool year and plan to ed ﬁve new restaurants
expand discounted meal to the basement of Disoptions this summer. The trict House this year, but
move comes after some the new vendors faced
students said the meal months of delays before
plan did not give students gradually opening since
enough funding to aﬀord December.
the high cost of eating in
Zongker said oﬃcials
the District, leaving both created meal deals – distheir stomachs and wallets counted meal combinaempty.
tions – last semester in reNext academic year, sponse to student concerns
freshmen will be allotted about dining aﬀordability.
$4,100 in dining dollars,
The meal deals oﬀer stus o p h o m o re s
dents three opporwill
receive It is truly
tunities to combine
$2,700,
juindividual menu
niors will get impossible to
items and save
$2,200
and keep under the
money at 23 parseniors will
ticipating vendors:
have $1,200, budget unless
a $6 breakfast, $8
according to you eat the same dollar lunch and
the
dining
$10 dinner.
terrible Subway
website.
He said ofLast year, sandwich every ﬁcials plan to
oﬃcials imrecruit new venplemented an day.
dors this summer
“open” dining MATT GOLDSTEIN
to the meal deals
plan, allowing FRESHMAN
and increase the
students
to
number of meal
spend all their meal mon- deal participants.
ey at vendors and grocery
Zongker said offistores across campus, a cials have heard from
project that student lead- Student Association and
ers pushed for years. Of- Residence Hall Associaﬁcials shut down J Street tion leaders that dining
– formerly the main din- affordability is a major
ing hall on the Foggy Bot- concern for students. He
tom Campus – as part of said the meal deals prothe move to a new dining vide affordable meals
system.
and encourage students
The space in the Mar- to eat at on-campus venvin Center where J Street dors.
once stood is undergoing
“We have received a
renovations, leaving Pel- highly positive response
ham Commons, located from both students, who
in West Hall on the Mount have expressed appreVernon Campus, as the ciation for having this
only option for an on-cam- as another option availpus dining hall.
able to enhance aﬀordThe multi-year renova- ability, and participating
tion of the Marvin Center GW Dining Partners,” he
will continue this summer said.
and transform what used
to be J Street into a new GWHATCHET.COM
for more on student
student space, which will
concerns about the
also include a new retail
dining plan
vendor, oﬃcials said.

STAFF WRITER
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Students from across the globe
spread out again after graduation
AVA GONDECK &
MAX MCCRORY
STAFF WRITERS

A divisive presidential election and new immigration policies haven’t
stopped the approximately
1,200 undergraduate international students that have
come from far and wide to
receive their diplomas on
the National Mall.
These four graduating
seniors came to D.C. from
all corners of the world and
had to adjust to the culture
and ﬁnd their place in the
city. Now they’re heading
back out across the globe
to give back, continue their
education and inspire others as they go. Here’s what
they’ll be up to:

Giving back abroad

Raised in three diﬀerent countries, senior Clémentine André stationed
herself at GW for four years
but plans to travel again after graduation day.
André,
who
will
graduate with a bachelor’s
degree in international affairs and minors in Spanish
and geography, will attend
graduate school at University College London this fall
to get her master’s degree in
global migration.
Growing up, André
moved from school to
school following her dad’s
job. André was born in
France, but then moved to

Belgium, Singapore and
the U.S. before graduating
from high school in Atlanta.
While in Singapore, André
attended a British school
where she ﬁrst learned English, she said.
“That was kind of
rough, I didn’t speak a word
of English then,” André
said. “That was a pivotal
moment for me.”
André said that she
was attracted to the University because the students came from diverse
backgrounds like she did.
At GW, she took a course
on migration, gender and
international development
that helped cement her plan
to focus on women’s mental
health in the context of migration during her time in
graduate school.
Before André heads
to London for graduate
school, she will continue
her passion for international
service by volunteering in
Cambodia for two months
over the summer through
an organization called
UBelong, where she will be
working with female survivors of human traﬃcking
and domestic violence.

Continuing education in the
U.S.

Four years ago, Dinal
Jayasekera decided that the
District’s diversity in religion, culture and people
was worth the almost 9,000mile journey from his home.

Jayasekera, who is
originally from Sri Lanka,
will graduate this week
with a bachelor’s degree in
biomedical engineering. He
said he feels at home in D.C.
because it is similar to Sri
Lanka in the diversity of the
people.
“I knew that I would
be comfortable going to a
school which was similar to
my home country,” he said.
After Commencement,
Jayasekera will be moving
on to a diﬀerent Washington. He will be working
toward a Ph.D in mechanical engineering at Washington University in St. Louis,
where he received a full
scholarship.
Jayasekera said he is
going to focus his Ph.D program on neuroprosthetics,
which are advanced prosthetics that consist of electric
and mechanical components that respond to commands from the wearer’s
brain. His mother was a
doctor in Sri Lanka, so he
was exposed to medicine
early on in life and chose
biomedical engineering after he saw how people can
beneﬁt from medical research.
In addition to his childhood, Jayasekera said his interest in prosthetics has also
been fueled by trips to the
movie theater.
“I’m a big fan of Iron
Man, so that’s where my
whole interest in these neu-

roprostheses
he said.

developed,”

Inspiring the graduating
class

When Angela Sako
walked into President Steven Knapp’s oﬃce as a senior in high school, she was
expecting to endure a tough
interview for the Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg scholarship – a full scholarship
awarded to D.C. residents
every year. Instead, she was
surprised with a celebration
and the news that she had
already earned a full ride to
GW.
This semester, as she
was ﬁnishing her master’s
degree in public policy, Sako
received yet another shock:
She had been chosen as the
student speaker for commencement during a live
audition round, competing
against 10 other students.
“I’m just happy to have
this opportunity to publicly
share what GW has meant
for me and hopefully give
a few words of encouragement to my fellow classmates,” Sako said.
Sako already spent
four years at GW and received her bachelor’s degree in international aﬀairs
in 2015. She will receive her
master’s degree in public
policy at this year’s commencement ceremony.
See STUDENTS Page 2
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Students from Sri Lanka to Turkey find their place at GW
From Page 1
Sako, an Albania native, came to the U.S. with
her parents when she was in
seventh grade and attended
Sidwell Friends School in
the McLean Gardens before
moving to attend GW.
Her interest in public
health and international affairs arose when she was
studying abroad in Beijing
during her junior year of
high school, while there was
an outbreak of the swine
flu virus in 2009. Sako also
worked in a health clinic near
her home in Albania, and she
said that both experiences
helped her envision how her
interests can be paired in the
real world.
“Through these experiences, I became very aware
of how political and social
systems affect the approach
to public health, and I wanted to learn more.” she said.
Sako will be working
with Deloitte as a human capital consultant in D.C., where
she’ll work with federal clients on employee training
and leadership development.
She said she hopes to eventually work internationally to
improve healthcare delivery
and access.

Bringing U.S. culture home

Eytan Nahmiyas, a se-

Matthew Dynes, Olivia Anderson, Max Wang, Lisa Blitstein | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHERS
Clockwise from the top left: International students Angela Sako, Clémentine André, Dinal Jayasekera and Eytan Nahmiyas traveled
across the globe to recieve their diplomas from GW.

nior from Istanbul, Turkey,
will graduate with dual bachelor’s degrees in informational systems and interna-

tional business. But he plans
to pursue his side hustle as a
full-time career.
Nahmiyas co-founded

a business this year called
GELD, which will work to
create a peer-to-peer transaction software like the ap-

plication Venmo for people
in Turkey, Nahmiyas said.
His partners, Tali Salhon, a
student at Georgetown Uni-

versity, and Sinan Kou, a student at the Wharton School of
Business at the University of
Pennsylvania, will continue
to work on the project.
Nahmiyas said that he
had grown accustomed to
not carrying cash during his
time in Foggy Bottom, but
at home in Turkey he was
unable to pay his friends for
meals and other expenses because he didn’t have cash on
him. That’s when he decided
to create the software that
would allow him to easily
swap funds with friends even
when he was home.
When he and his partners began to create the software this year, they learned
that this type of program
doesn’t already exist due to
regulations in Turkey. Figuring out how to make the software legally was a challenge,
he said.
Nahmiyas said the
classes he has taken at GW
prepared him to take on
challenges in the tech world
and gave him the idea for
his venture, but most of the
learning will happen on the
job.
“You learn it pretty
much hands-on,” he said.
“You need to hustle, and it’s
hard and it’s emotionally
challenging more than physically challenging. It’s different so there’s no recipe.”

Walk down memory lane with this
pop culture timeline for seniors
CALLAN TANSILL-SUDDATH
STAFF WRITER

From their first day of kindergarten to their last day in Foggy Bottom, graduating
seniors have lived through some unforgettable cultural events.
Here’s a trip down memory lane to help you reminisce about some of the landmark
events that happened right before your eyes:

THEN
BEGINNING OF KINDERGARTEN – 2000
Pop anthem that stood the test of time
Britney Spears cemented her
place as early 2000s pop royalty with
the release of “Oops I Did It Again.”
Today you still probably crank the
song to get the party started at a
pregame every once and awhile.

THIRD GRADE – 2003
“The governator” takes office
Bodybuilder and action film star
Arnold Schwarzenegger became the
first foreign-born governor of California in more than 100 years just as
the current seniors were polishing
their reading and writing skills in
third grade.

CHARLIE LEE | SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
You’ll likely be toasting with family and friends next week. For a lunch to recover
from a wild night out, head over to Duke’s Grocery on 17th Street.

Drink your way to
Commencement day
CATHERINE MORAN

END OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – 2005
New video game makes anyone a rockstar
Live-action music game “Guitar Hero” was released in 2005 for
PlayStation 2. You probably remember slamming on the whammy bar
to earn extra points during Guitar
Hero sessions at sleepovers.

BEGINING OF MIDDLE SCHOOL – 2007
The end of a reading frenzy
“Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows” was released in July 2007,
marking the end of an era for current seniors who’d stocked their
bookshelves with the series since
they were 5 years old.

BEGINNING OF HIGH SCHOOL – 2009
King of pop dies
Musician Michael Jackson, “the king
of pop” and source of legal controversy,
died at 51 years old at his Los Angeles
home. In the year following Jackson’s
death the storytook over the evening
news on multiple channels, which you
probably watched after school.

HALFWAY THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL – 2011
Roayls wed across the pond
Roughly 3 billion viewers worldwide turned on their televisions
April 29 to watch second-in-line to
the throne of the British Empire,
Prince William Duke of Cambridge,
marry his college sweetheart, a commoner named Catherine Middleton.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION – 2013
The legendary Spring Fling selfie
GW’s Spring Fling concert in
2013 was perhaps the most memorable to date when a student scored
a selfie taken by Mackelmore. The
shot earned a number six spot on
Mashable’s “16 Legendary Selfies of
2013” list as you were finishing your
first semester of college.

HALFWAY TO COMMENCEMENT – 2015
Rainbow colors light up the District
As the graduating seniors finished up their sophomore year,
the Supreme Court legalized gay
marriage in a 5–4 vote June 27. If
you spent the summer after sophomore year in the District, you probably gathered around the Supreme
Court to celebrate or ran to the
White House to see it lit up in rainbow colors.

STAFF WRITER

Celebrating
Commencement
and popping champagne — as well
as other boozy beverages — go
hand-in-hand.
Your last wild nights as a college student will probably be spent
heading to your go-to spots that hold
the blurriest memories from the last
four years. So check out these places
where you can clink glasses and grab
a bite to eat before or after those crazy nights out.

For a twist on the classic D.C.
bottomless brunch: La Tasca
22 Seventh St.

Kick off a day of drinking with a
long, bottomless brunch on Saturday
morning. Brunch is an essential part
of D.C. living, so get your family in
on the action or have a last brunch
with friends at La Tasca.
At La Tasca, you can choose from
classic cocktails like mimosas and
bloody marys or try a house-made
white or red Spanish sangria that is
strong enough to prepare you for a
day of partying. This isn’t technically a bottomless brunch, but at $2
a glass, you won’t think twice about
going in for round two, three and
even four or five.
To soak up the affordable booze,
you can get three tapas for $22. And
you’ll likely order your tapas in three
sessions, so you will have ample
time to catch up with family and
reminisce with friends about your
time at GW.

For a lunch to recover from a
wild night out: Duke’s Grocery
1513 17th St.

SENIOR YEAR – 2016 and 2017
A whirlwind year for politics
Whether you headed out to the
mall for the swearing-in ceremony
or painted signs with witty sayings
for the Women’s March on Washington, the inauguration was certainly
an event for the history books.

NOW

Grab a seat at one of the communal wooden tables and benches
outside of Duke’s Grocery for the
perfect hangover cure and a little tail
of the dog with more drinks.
Just a few blocks from Dupont
Circle, Duke’s Grocery has a unique
menu with ingredients like garlic
aioli topping many of the dishes
and even chicken liver making an
appearance on a sandwich. If that
makes your already-queasy stomach
churn, then you can stick with the
mac and cheese slathered in truffle
oil served in a mini skillet ($10) or

a hearty sandwich, like the proper
burger ($12) or the posh B.L.T.A
($12), which has the perfect amount
of fat from the bacon and avocado to
help you recover.
Best of all, Duke’s Grocery has a
happy hour that starts at noon featuring $5 beer, wine and select rail
cocktails, so you can toss back a few
drinks at this bustling hipster joint,
even if it’s barely past breakfast.

For a celebratory rooftop dinner: Takoda
715 Florida Ave.

Head up to Shaw for happy
hour and dinner at Takoda’s spacious rooftop beer garden that boasts
spectacular views of the city. The
prime location is situated amidst the
U Street area nightlife, making it an
ideal starting point for either dinner
or a few drinks before heading out to
bars later in the night.
Take advantage of the Monday
through Thursday happy hour specials from 5 to 7 p.m., which include
$4, $6 and $8 drink specials. Takoda
boasts 24 craft beers on tap and 70
whiskeys and bourbons, so there’s
something for everyone. The timing
of happy hour is just as the sun is going down, making Takoda the prime
rooftop destination to wow out-oftowners.

For a post-game drink or
snack: Service Bar
926 U St.

After you have partied away all
the stress from four years of school,
head out for some late-night drinks
at Service Bar, which is open until 3
a.m. Fridays and Saturdays.
Inside this tiny, cozy bar you can
sit at one of the six tables for two or at
the bar. The menu is filled with drink
categories like “dope wines of the
week” and “drinking champagne
and writing checks we can’t cash,”
which showcase the vibe in this offbeat basement joint perfectly. Hearty
fried chicken dishes – like chicken
tenders in a waffle cone – will satisfy
all your drunken cravings.
The noise, dim lighting and
small tables make it best suited for
a nightcap after a night of bar hopping. If your parents are traditional,
you should send them home before
you head out for a final cheers.
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SCHEDULE & EVENTS LEADING UP TO COMMENCEMENT

MONDAY
TUESDAY

If you haven’t made it out to Eastern Market, then take advantage
of Market Week. The week-long celebration showcases the
businesses, merchants and vendors on the historical corridor
with special food tasting events and happy hours at area
restaurants like Hank’s Oyster Bar and Barrel.
Underground Comedy at the Big Hunt is a 10 minute walk
from campus, but you probably never knew the low-ceiling bar
existed. Check out one of the comedy club’s free shows on
Wednesday night at 8 p.m. to get a laugh with your parents
so they don’t get too emotional that their child is all grown up.

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

You’ve strolled through the halls of every Smithsonian museum,
but you probably haven’t shelled out cash for the International
Spy Museum. Your younger siblings will love learning that
spies exist in real life, and the rest of your family will geek-out
at the James Bond movies coming to life before their eyes.

WEDNESDAY

SHARON WONG | REPORTER

The Heurich House Museum, better known as The Brewmaster’s
Castle, is a landmark just off Dupont Circle hidden in plain
sight. Head over Thursday at 6:30 p.m. for History & Hops, a
monthly event where you can enjoy a local craft beer while
exploring the mansion and learning about D.C.’s beer scene.
Climbing up to the rooftop of the Kennedy Center at sunset is
a GW tradition, but you’ve probably never been for a morning
dance party. As part of South Health’s Daybreaker: Music on
the Brain event, you’ll start your day with some yoga then go to
a dance party to kick off your morning with a bang.
If your furry friend made the trek to D.C. for graduation, or you’re
missing them at the celebrations this week, head over to the
ﬁnal installment of the All The President’s Pups walking tour
around Mount Vernon. At $7 per person, the guided tour for
humans and canines visits the historic spots on the property.

Alumni from each school
share parting career advice
CATHERINE MORAN &
LIZ PROVENCHER
STAFF WRITERS

Here’s some advice
from GW alumni from each
school who landed jobs they
love:

Be open to changing paths

Graduates with liberal
arts degrees are often
plagued with questions
about how they’ll utilize
their diploma once they
move their tassel to the
other side of their cap. For
Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences alumnus Troy
Gibb, who graduated in 2014
with a bachelor’s degree in
philosophy and a minor in
music, that question didn’t
scare him – it gave him
freedom in his career path.
When Gibb arrived at
GW, he’d planned to go to
law school. After graduation
and countless hours of LSAT
prep, he decided the path
wasn’t right for him and
began taking online coding
classes. Those classes led
him to his current job as a
web applications engineer
for Tesla’s solar energy
branch.
Although his dream
in college was to be an
environmental lawyer, Gibb
said at Tesla he found a way
to continue his passion for
the environment even after
making the bold career
switch.
“Realness
resonates
with people,” Gibb said.
“It’s really risky to go in an
unforeseen direction, but it’s
worth it if you’re passionate
about what you’re going to
do.”

Stay connected with your
peers

Avi Gupta is the
photography director at U.S.
News and World Report
and an adjunct professor
of photojournalism in the
Corcoran School of Arts
and Design, the institution
he graduated from in 2004
before it became part of GW.
Gupta, who was among
the ﬁrst graduates of
Corcoran’s photojournalism
program, said small class

sizes gave him the feedback
he needed to jumpstart his
career as a photographer.
Gupta said he stays in
touch with his peers and still
relies on many people he
graduated with for feedback
on his exhibitions.
“Everyone has some
help along the way, whether
it be from family, faculty or
your fellow peers,” Gupta
said. “When you have the
opportunity, I implore you
to give back.”

Be ready to work hard in
graduate school
If you’ve decided to
pursue another degree
instead of immediately
entering the workforce, then
it might help to hear from
School of Business Alumna
Kimberly Koperski, who
was in the same position
when she graduated last
May.

“

It’s really risky to go
in an unforeseen
direction, but it’s
worth it if you’re
passionate about
what you’re going
to do.
TROY GIBB
CCAS ’14 ALUMNUS
Koperski got a degree in
accounting and returned this
year to ﬁnish her master’s in
accounting. In the fall she
will join accounting ﬁrm
KPMG as a federal audit
associate.
For students headed to
graduate school, Koperski
said participation is key and
keeping up with readings is
more important than as an
undergraduate.
“It’s kind of a sink or
swim,” she said. “Graduate
school is fun, but you’re
studying a lot more and
the classes are more
demanding.”

Don’t stress if you don’t
have a job offer
After
from the

graduating
Elliott School

of International Aﬀairs
last year, alumna Rozzie
Kopczynski said she worked
a few temporary jobs before
landing the job she wanted.
Kopczynski works in
development and business
operations for Girl Scouts
of Nation’s Capital as an
administrative
assistant,
which means she solicits
donations and evaluates the
eﬃciency of the non-proﬁt
organization.
For graduates without
an oﬀer letter, Kopczynski
said to take a deep breath
but work hard to ﬁnd the job
you’re looking for.
“Give yourself a break
about not having a job
immediately,” she said.
“Don’t worry if it feels like
it’s taking forever to get an
interview.”

Don’t be afraid of the nontraditional route

School of Engineering
and
Applied
Sciences
Alumna Nicole Messier,
who graduated in 2011
with a bachelor’s degree in
mechanical engineering and
a concentration in aerospace
engineering, decided to
step away from the typical
engineer career.
After
working
in
traditional engineering jobs,
she headed to New York
City to get a master of ﬁne
arts degree in technology
and design from Parson’s
School of Design.
Messier’s thesis project
at Parson’s fused crafts with
engineering concepts, like
circuit theory, to spark kids’
interest in science-related
ﬁelds. Messier later turned
her project into a business,
called ‘blink blink,’ which
sells creative circuit kits
online to kids.
“I think my education
as an engineer taught me
problem solving and how
to break things down into
discrete problems,” she said.
“It’s okay not to take the
typical engineering path.”
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for more advice
from recent GW
alumni
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Ashley Morehouse (left) and City Segway tour guide Cynthia Hodge (right) ride down F
Street. Take your family on this slighty embarassing tourist activity.

Entertain the family all week
long with these activities
DANA PILOTTI
REPORTER

Planes, trains and buses
will bring family from across
the country to the District
for Commencement, and
they’ll expect an elaborate
itinerary from their favorite
D.C. local.
After four years in
Foggy Bottom, you’ve seen
your fair share of typical
D.C. sights, so we’ve
compiled a list of activities
to stick around for and some
to skip out on so that you’re
prepared to balance your
time.

STICK AROUND
Secrets and Scandals
Walking Tour

At this point, you’re
probably an expert on
D.C. history and classic
landmarks. But just like
District residents, the city
has a lot of secrets.
The
Secrets
and
Scandals Walking Tour
covers curses, murders,
aﬀairs and other juicy gossip
involving familiar names in
American history.
Take this tour and you’ll
see the city you’ve walked
for four years in a new
light. Plus, your family will
laugh out loud as the often
hilarious tour guides reveal
D.C.’s darkest secrets.
Reservations
required.
Various times. Starts at the
Andrew Jackson Statue in
Lafayette Square. Cost is a
donation of your choice.

National Museum of
African American History
and Culture

You probably haven’t
had a chance to visit the
National
Museum
of

African American History
and Culture, the newest
member of the Smithsonian
Institution that opened last
fall.
The museum’s 37,000
artifacts will keep the family
busy for hours. They will
feel like District VIPs as they
explore the museum that
has people lining up to score
passes. You’ll get to show oﬀ
how much of a local you’ve
become by getting them the
coveted same-day passes
online or by walking up
after 1 p.m. on weekdays.
1400 Constitution Ave.,
NW. Free.

Segway Tour

You’ve probably made
fun of the tourists passing by
Thurston Hall on Segways
before, but don’t knock it
until you’ve tried it.
Nothing screams tourist
quite like a Segway tour, but
embrace the embarrassment
– and the helmets – when
your family comes to town
for the last time. Instead of
having to walk around the
monuments again, roll past
them at roughly 10 mph.
Relax, enjoy the ride and
pray you don’t pass anyone
you know.
City Segway Tour. 502
23rd St., NW. Various times;
reservations available online.
$75.

SEND THEM ON THEIR WAY
Paddle Boating at the Tidal
Basin

Part ways and send your
family to the Tidal Basin,
where they can leisurely
soak in the view you’ve seen
a million times. They can
rent a swan or paddle boat
while they enjoy the views
and the picturesque Thomas

Jeﬀerson Memorial.
You’ve spent plenty of
time here over the years
showing oﬀ the views to
friends who visit, so this
is one activity you can
miss.
Tidal Basin Paddle Boats.
1501 Maine Ave., SW. $18
per hour for a two-passenger
boat. $30 per hour for a fourpassenger boat.

Washington National
Cathedral

If you need your
family time in small doses,
send them along to the
Washington
National
Cathedral for some history
and architecture.
Students have seen a
lot of architecture, from
the monuments to the
Capitol Building, so you
can skip this trip dedicated
to sightseeing. Instead, tell
your family to keep an eye
out for the Darth Vader
gargoyle, the Cathedral’s
most popular sight.
3101 Wisconsin Ave.,
NW. Adults $12, youth and
teachers with ID $8, children
under 5 free.

The National Bonsai and
Penjing Museum

Have
your
family
explore exotic plant life on
their own at The National
Bonsai
and
Penjing
Museum within the United
States National Arboretum.
The arboretum has
something for all age
groups, and is especially
perfect if someone in your
family loves gardening. But
let’s face it, your precious
ﬁnal
undergraduate
moments are better spent
with friends.
3501 New York Ave., NE.
Free.

Relive the freshman glory days
in your last night on campus
MEREDITH HESSEL | REPORTER
Find what type of student you were when you arrived freshman year and live your last night
like it’s the ﬁrst with these checklists.

The rebel: If you arrived on campus with a wild agenda, check this list for one last blowout.
Sail away on the happy hour boat cruise on the Potomac River. D.C. Cruises oﬀers a
happy hour cruise at 6 p.m. for $21 with a student ID on Fridays and Saturdays. It’s
your last chance to get that student discount, so don’t miss out.
Stop time and rewind. In general, time ﬂies but it stops at Decades in Dupont
Circle for Rewind Saturdays. Relive your glory days, and your parents’ glory days,
drinking and dancing to music from the 1980s.
Finish oﬀ the evening stumbling back to campus one last time. Take a classic tipsy
picture on the hippo but watch out for EMeRG, although at least this time you don’t
have much to lose.

The Colonial: For the over-excited freshman who continued to raise high all four years,
retrace your path at GW and check off these memorable moments.
Start your night oﬀ on the bumpy, 20-minute drive on the Vex and remember the
stark divide between Vernies and Foggy Bottom dwellers freshman year. Walk
behind the scoreboard for the best sunset view over the Mount Vernon campus.
On the return trip, jump oﬀ at the Red Cross stop, and sneak into the City View
Room of the Elliott School of International Aﬀairs. Take in a view of the Foggy
Bottom campus on one side and the monuments in the night sky on the other.
Pack up some mozzarella sticks and head down to the National Mall for one last
adventure with classic college drunk food. Slide down the rail at the Lincoln Memorial
steps and take your last late-night photo – just don’t caption it #OnlyAtGW.

The Explorer: If you prided yourself on becoming a true D.C. native during your time at GW,
then soak in the local charm on your last night as a student.
Grab a coﬀee and go for a morning stroll on Massachusetts Avenue, observing all
the embassies that are a unique part of the District. As you walk, recall casually
bragging to friends and family home about the gala events that freshmen drag out
their old prom dresses and suits to attend.
There’s nothing more D.C. than running into a senator at dinner, and at Cafe Milano
in Georgetown you’ll likely be dining alongside some of the District’s most elite. The
Obama family celebrated their daughter Malia’s high school graduation there in
2016 and The New York Times said it’s where the powerful “hold court.”
End the night by taking a seat at the second-to-last performance of the Washington
National Opera: Madame Butterﬂy at the Kennedy Center. Admiring the costumes
and top-notch vocal performances will make you feel like a high-society D.C. native.
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Why Shenkman Hall has had more unlawful entries than any other GW building p. 6
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“Violence inhibits discourse on important issues and often harms the
perpetrator’s cause rather than helping it.”

—KELLY SKINNER, HATCHET OPINIONS WRITER • published May 4

Students need standardized grammar review in University Writing

B

efore high school, I
remember feeling
unprepared to write
papers for class. But
luckily, my high school English department prepared me
well. When I came to GW this
year, I was surprised by some
of my peers’ lack of grammar
and writing skills, especially
in my University Writing
class.
Students at GW are required to enroll in a UW
course during their freshman
year, which teaches students
how to write and research at a
college level. This serves as a
prerequisite for the two Writing in the Discipline classes.
Unfortunately, UW isn’t sufficient when it comes to teaching these basic skills.
UW classes should incorporate more basic writing
and grammar skills through
in-class workshops, as well
as take-home worksheets,
to ensure students grasp the
basics. Professors should
dedicate two early class periods to review grammar and
the basics of writing papers.
This review will prepare students for writing assignments
they’ll face in the UW class as
well as throughout the rest of
college and even after graduation.
Georgetown
University’s general education

requirements ensure that
freshmen take a writing
course and each class has
a different topic, like UW
courses. But unlike UW,
Georgetown’s introductory
writing courses actively
incorporate grammar concepts like punctuation, semantics and syntax.

Christina
DeBartolomeo
Writer
At my private high
school in Connecticut, the
English department heavily
incorporated grammar and
writing skills into the curriculum, which made me a better writer and prepared me
for college-level curriculum.
But through peer editing,
I realized how much review
other students needed before
jumping into the end-of-term
papers. I saw run-on sentences and grammatical mistakes
like misplaced commas in my
classmates’ papers. This lack
of grammatical knowledge
couldn’t be blamed on the
students – since many high
schools don’t teach grammar
as thoroughly as mine did
– and the lack of grammar
curriculum in high school
was setting them up to write
poorly written papers.

Cartoon by Grace Lee
My UW professor provided no insight into grammatical rules. But in my Introduction to Newswriting
and Reporting WID course
this past semester, my professor used two class periods to
touch on simple grammatical rules. He reviewed basic
punctuation and errors he’d
often seen in previous stu-

dents’ work, and dedicated
a great amount of time to
teaching Associated Press
Style guidelines.
I learned more about
grammatical rules from my
WID professor than my UW
professor. Although my UW
professor may have differed
from other UW professors,
this unevenness across UW

STAFF EDITORIAL

Take a sociology course
to learn about the world
outside Foggy Bottom

After SA divestment vote,
students should come together
for moderated discussion
Students at GW talk
about everything from campus issues to national politics, but in the last month,
an international conflict has
been dominating campus
dialogue.
Two weeks ago, the
Student Association Senate
rejected a pro-Palestinian
divestment resolution. The
resolution called for the
University to divest from
10 companies that the proponents of the bill claim are
tied to human rights violations in Palestine.
Unsurprisingly, such a
politically-charged resolution regarding a hot-button
issue like divestment has
stirred debate across campus. At the SA meeting,
more than 100 students
packed the room for more
than three hours of public
comment.
The Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is an incredibly complex issue, and The Hatchet’s editorial board doesn’t
believe that a student resolution for divestment is a
productive way to address
it on a college campus. The
resolution and discussion
around it has been criticized
by some student organizations for being one-sided
and anti-Israel, although the
supporters disagree. More
productive conversations
can instead be facilitated by
student organizations from
both sides of the issue hosting events together.
Although senators have
the right to hold GW accountable and serve as the
voices of the school, a call
for divestment would have
no major effect. In 2015, the
SA board at the University
of California passed a resolution demanding the UC
system divest from governments that abuse human
rights, including Israel, but
the governing board rejected
to do so. GW’s student body
has also voted in favor of
divesting from fossil fuels,

but officials announced
GW would not divest. If a
divestment resolution were
to pass, this would act as
more of a statement. But if
the University does not take
any action in response, then
it would not be as effective
in sending a message about
human rights, as proponents
would have hoped for..
This issue has been difficult even for experts who
study the region, so students
should not be able to make
decisions about whether
the University should divest. There is also no way
to know whether GW even
has investments in the 10
companies that proponents
say are tied to human rights
violations against Palestine,
since officials have historically kept quiet on details
about the University’s investment portfolio.
Since the vote failed on
the senate floor, some senators and student organizations are hoping to propose
divestment as a referendum
vote in the future. This
would allow the entire student body to vote. Although
we acknowledge that a referendum is a better platform to
vote on a major issue rather
than a resolution, we oppose
proposing this referendum.
No matter the outcome of a
referendum vote, part of the
student body would be marginalized. And similar to the
resolution, this referendum
would be more about making a statement than creating
any tangible change.
Regardless of the decision to have a referendum
vote or not, conversation
about the conflict will continue. Therefore, we should
give it the best possible
space to allow cordial discussion to happen.
Student organizations
involved in both sides of the
resolution should move forward by working together.
GW Together, a student
organization that formed
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in opposition of the resolution, and Students for Justice in Palestine, a student
organization that promotes
awareness of humanitarian
and civilian rights in Palestine, should come together
to host speakers from both
sides for panels and discussions. The point of holding
these events would not be
to change people’s minds,
but to further educate them.
This could be especially
valuable for learning more
about the conflict in an objective manner. More importantly, dialogue and events
will help set a better tone
for how conversation about
controversial political topics
should continue on campus.
But
these
efforts
shouldn’t only come from
student organizations – the
SA started this conversation with the resolution, and
showed where SA members
stand on this conflict. This
can distance some students
from the SA and potentially
erode trust. Although some
students may want the SA
to address issues that the
student body wants to hear
about, the SA should not
feel a responsibility to tackle
large international conflicts.
Now, the SA needs to
win back the confidence and
trust of the student body by
evaluating how they could
have better approached the
resolution. The best way to
move forward is to refocus
on issues – like academics
and mental health – that affect students on a more dayto-day basis, where tangible
change can be created.
Conversation and learning should constantly be
occurring, but some complicated international issues are
too big for college students
to bring about decisive action. Student groups should
be creating a moderated
space for students to discuss
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but a call for divestment
would be a misguided step.

I

t’s easy to forget that
the rest of the world
isn’t like Foggy Bottom,
where college students
and well-dressed federal
employees roam the streets.
But often times, students
don’t realize just how different – economically and racially – the rest of the world
can be.
This semester, I decided
to take a sociology course
titled “Class and Inequality in American Society.”
For our first homework assignment, we looked up the
poverty rates and discussed
our findings in class. One of
my classmates said he was
shocked to find out that D.C.
had such a high poverty rate
since so many upper class
federal employees work
here. Another classmate was
surprised to see the poverty
rate for Asians and Asian
Americans was not lower,
since he believed they were
a high-achieving group.
In that moment, I realized just how important it
is for students to take a sociology course like this. All
students should be required
to take a sociology course,
regardless of whether or not
they are majoring or minoring in the field.
After hearing these
comments, I sat in my seat
dumbfounded that any
college student could be
surprised by these figures.
I wondered how students
could go to school here and
not know of the whooping
17.3 percent poverty rate in
the District, or not realize
that a large proportion of
Asian families consist of parents who immigrated to the
U.S. with little to nothing.
We are rarely encouraged to think critically about
how and why the rest of the
world and society is different, from the ideology of its
population to its varying
economic and racial make
up. Throughout the semester, I’ve learned about the
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and WID classes proves to be
unfair to students who have
the professors who decide
not to teach grammar fundamentals. This could be avoided with specific guidelines
for review in UW courses.
This is why basic grammar and writing should be
standardized across all UW
and WID courses, like at

Georgetown. Punctuation,
sentence and paper structure, parts of speech, organization and how to write
concise introductions and
conclusions are various
grammatical
components
that UW professors need to
add to their course curriculums. If students don’t learn
these critical fundamentals,
then their grades on future
assignments could suffer
greatly,.
Learning about citations
and how to complete research on various databases
is not enough to ensure students walk away from their
UW classes with sufficient
knowledge about writing
papers. Although these are
certainly necessary skills, students need to grasp grammar
and the basics of writing before jumping into other, more
complex components of research papers.
UW classes need to start
incorporating more grammar
and basics into their curricula, and standardize it across
sections, so that all students
can be exposed to grammar
and writing fundamentals to
ensure future success in and
outside the classroom.
—Christina DeBartolomeo,
a freshman majoring in journalism and mass communication, is
a Hatchet opinions writer.

inequalities in different facets of American society, from
education to the job market,
as well as the contributing
sociological factors.
While I was originally
annoyed at some of my
classmates’ lack of awareness, I quickly realized
there were many topics I
wasn’t fully aware of either.
In the class, I read Jennifer
Silva’s “Coming Up Short,”
which featured narratives of
young adults who wanted
to go to college but because
of their complex circumstances could never attend
or were forced to drop out.
I also learned that one-third
of students end up dropping out of college, and as
a result are 71 percent more
likely to be unemployed,
and four times more likely
to default on their student
loans. I had general awareness of these statistics, but
the college dropout rate was
never a topic I had thought
deeply about. As someone
at an institution like GW,
learning about the struggles
these young adults face was
sobering and a reminder of
the privilege my classmates
and I have.

Irene Ly
Opinions
Editor
Some say that the most
valuable learning occurs
outside the classroom. But
for the people that grew up
in well-off families and communities, sociology classes
can make the classroom one
of few opportunities to be
exposed to the realities of society while also understanding why these inequalities
exist and persist. This can
prevent common misconceptions that some people
are poor or cannot go to
college simply because they
don’t have the money, or because they haven’t worked

hard enough. Sociology
teaches us that most situations are never that simple.
A myriad of institutions and
factors contribute to complex issues like poverty and
unemployment, including
suburbanization, automation and redlining.
Since declaring my sociology minor, I’ve been challenged to think about life
outside my surroundings
and ponder the reasons why
some people are in certain
circumstances, beyond just
“bad luck.” This has made
me a critical thinker, as well
as a more empathetic person. I have found myself increasingly taking a step back
before making snap judgments about people I meet.
Every student, whether
you’re a psychology or an
engineering major, should
take a sociology course.
Undergraduate students in
every school from the Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences to the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences are already required
to take at least two social science courses, and introductory sociology can be used
to fulfill this. Taking an introductory course will provide a better understanding
of the world and possibly
pique students’ interests in
exploring more specialized
topics like class inequality.
Regardless of what profession students ultimately
choose after graduation,
there’s no getting around
the need to interact and get
along with other people.
Students may find themselves living in a very different community than the one
they are in now. By better understanding people and the
sociological reasons behind
prominent social issues, students will find themselves
better able to communicate
and empathize with others.
—Irene Ly, a junior majoring in psychology, is The
Hatchet’s opinions editor.
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IFC mandates sexual assault prevention education for all fraternities
COLLEEN GRABLICK
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Beginning next spring,
social fraternities will face internal sanctions if they don’t
formally educate their members about sexual assault.
Last month, the Interfraternity Council voted to
amend its constitution to
mandate that all fraternities
host a Title IX education session within two weeks of new
member initiation, the council’s president said. Greek
leaders said the trainings
will educate every fraternity
member about sexual assault
and help chapters intervene
in sexual abuse instances.
IFC President Harley
Pease said because the fraternity rush process will be
deferred to spring of next
year, the education sessions
must happen before April 1.
If a fraternity fails to meet this

deadline and doesn’t have 80
percent of its membership in
attendance, the chapter will
lose its “good standing” with
the IFC, meaning its members cannot vote in oﬃcial
IFC decisions, hold oﬃce on
the executive board or vote
in hearings on the judicial
board, Pease said.
“The point of passing the
amendment and not just saying ‘hey guys I think it’d be a
good idea to do it, just do it as
a chapter,’ is so future IFC’s
see the amendment and realize that it’s a thing and that
chapters have to continue to
do this,” he said.
Pease said the trainings
are a way to give members
an education about sexual assault as soon as they join the
Greek community.
“That’s so important for
freshmen to know what’s
going on, because you come
from so many diﬀerent plac-

es at GW, and all across the
country and all across the
world, so it’s good to have
some uniform knowledge of
what sexual assault is,” he
said.
Pease said the details of
the education sessions have
not been determined, but that
the Title IX oﬃce will primarily decide what information
is important to include in the
trainings.
“I’m sure they have a
plan for what the education looks like,” Pease said.
“They’ll probably talk about
safe sex, they’ll probably talk
about bystander intervention, they’ll probably talk
about how you can intervene,
what’s appropriate, things
like that.”
Student
organizations
can request workshops from
the Title IX oﬃce on a variety
of topics and can customize
these workshops to ﬁt what

education the group wants
to receive, according to the
Title IX website. Groups frequently request trainings on
trauma care, bystander intervention and the causes that
drive sexual assault and relationship violence.
In fall 2016, Students
Against Sexual Assault added about 20 new peer educators to their organization,
primarily to increase training
within the Greek community.
But only three of the 14 IFC
fraternities hosted the trainings with SASA, the group’s
leaders said this month.
The decision to amend
the constitution came weeks
before the Panhellenic Association released a call for action, creating a task force to
combat sexual assault. Panhellenic leaders started the
committee in response to an
increase in reported sexual
assaults on campus and al-

leged druggings at IFC social
events this year.
Pease said the proposal
emerged from conversations among Greek leaders
at an annual retreat last fall.
The Panhellenic Association,
Multicultural Greek Council,
the IFC and all the chapter
presidents discussed goals of
the community and the biggest challenges they face, he
said.
“Of course, like always,
sexual assault is an issue
that’s not going away,” he
said. “We all decided together
that sexual assault is a problem, so we took action and
we had support from everyone.”
IFC chapter presidents
unanimously voted to mandate the trainings, Pease said.
Jimmy Tronolone, the
president of Phi Sigma Kappa, said the chapter’s bylaws
include mandatory sexual

assault training, but the IFC
amendment will increase accountability among all fraternities on campus.
“Having an amendment
like this holds the leaders
of each chapter accountable
and enables the community
to address sexual assault in a
concrete way,” he said in an
email.
In recent years, fraternities have been in the center
of the national conversation
about an epidemic of sexual
assaults on college campuses.
In 2015, Sigma Chi fraternity hosted a sexual assault workshop to educate
about 300 members of the
Greek life community. Fraternity members received
backlash from student leaders who claimed the speaker
made insensitive comments
and members of the audience made inappropriate
remarks.

Jewish student group
fundraises to save rabbi’s job
CAYLA HARRIS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Members of a Jewish student organization are more
than $4,000 deep into a $150,000
fundraising mission to keep
one of their rabbis on campus.
Last week, MEOR D.C.
– the GW chapter of a Jewish
student outreach and learning
organization – announced to its
members that it is facing budget cuts stemming from ﬁnancial issues at a national level,
group members said.
The cuts would mean Rabbi Nati Stern, one of MEOR’s
educators, would lose his job
and the organization would be
forced out of its townhouse on
24th and I streets, where Stern
and his family live and host
weekly Shabbat dinners.
But students in the group
decided to rally together to keep
Stern, whom they describe as a
warm and inspirational mentor, on campus. They launched
a fundraising campaign on the
crowdsourcing website Givebutter May 8, raking in $4,868
from 45 donors as of Sunday.
Sophie Solar, a junior and
board member of MEOR, said
she co-launched the campaign
with two other members to

keep Stern and his family on
campus because they have
made a meaningful contribution to the organization.
“I identify as the Jewish
individual I am because of this
organization – because of the
on-campus family and their
warmth and their welcomeness, how much they’re willing
to let you into their home,” she
said.
MEOR members have
until the end of May to collect
enough donations to keep Stern
and his family on campus
To encourage donations,
organizers are oﬀering honorary titles to donors who give
a certain amount to the campaign. For $5, a potential donor
becomes a “NJB” or “NJG” – a
“Nice Jewish Boy” or “Nice
Jewish Girl." For $18, donors
can oﬃcially call themselves
“Menches” and for $1,080, a donor becomes an “Elite Mench."
If the campaign does not
raise all $150,000, the money
that was collected will go toward MEOR D.C. and will help
to sponsor its events, Solar said.
She said the group will continue its operations as usual but
would relocate their Shabbat
dinners.
Rabbi Yosef Edelstein, the

director of MEOR D.C., said the
national group faced ﬁnancial
issues this year because a few
major donors reduced or pulled
out their contributions to the organization.
“It would be one less wonderful teacher of Torah and
Jewish knowledge working
with me in tandem and that
would be sad,” he said.
Stern said he and his family have used the townhouse
to make students feel welcome
and give them a home on campus.
“It’s not even really our
home – we just sleep upstairs,”
he said. “The GW students
make it a home, without them it
would just be a house.”
Stern said he was "devestated" when he learned about two
months ago that MEOR was
downsizing, but said he hasn't
let it impact his work.
He said he's focusing on
MEOR’s annual trip to Israel,
which began Sunday and will
last about two weeks.
“In a certain sense, it’s the
culmination of what we’ve
been trying to do here and
is the perfect way to say our
goodbyes, but hey, you never
know, it could still work out
next year,” he said.

ETHAN STOLER | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
Rabbi Yosef Edelstein, the director of MEOR D.C., said the national group faced financial issues this year
because a few major donors pulled their contributions to the organization.
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Senior Celeste Aguzino is one of many students who initially planned to work for
the federal government in the District but is now moving away from D.C. altogether.

Graduating seniors turn
away from federal work
under Trump administration
CAYLA HARRIS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

When Celeste Aguzino began her
senior year this fall, she had a full semester of federal government experience under her belt and plans to go
onto a career in the federal workforce.
Then, Donald Trump was elected
president.
As seniors prepare to graduate on
the National Mall Sunday and enter
the workforce, some students interested in politics who initially planned to
kickstart their career in a Democratic
Hillary Clinton presidential administration are now moving away from
work in the federal government – and
moving from the District altogether.
Aguzino is among them. She
spent the spring semester of her junior year as a full-time intern in the
White House press oﬃce, where she
worked in media relations dealing
with national and regional news outlets. The political communication major had planned to pursue a similar
position after graduation.
But when Trump upset former
presidential candidate Clinton to win
the presidential election last November, Aguzino decided to switch up her
plans, opting now to get involved in
local government in her home state of
Illinois.
“I don’t know even if my voice
would be in the room,” she said about
working in the executive branch un-

der Trump. “I don’t know how signiﬁcant it would be or if it would be
listened to, even as someone in an
entry-level government job.”
In the days following the election,
many students across campus were in
shock – gathering for a “group cry”
and protests. Both students and faculty were concerned about the political
shakeup Trump would bring to D.C.
and questioned their career paths.
GW graduates have a long history of entering the federal workforce,
and the University is often viewed as
a pipeline to policy and government
jobs in the District. In the last three
graduating classes, 1,288 students
reported landing jobs in D.C. out of
about 6,000 total respondents, according to GW’s post-graduation employment survey.
Sixty-four percent of the Class of
2016 said they were employed within
six months of graduation – a 7 percent increase from last year – and 10
percent of those respondents work in
public-sector and government jobs.
Eleven percent of graduates from the
last three classes reported employment in government-related ﬁelds.
For Jen Sherman, a senior and political science major, the election was
an early career turning point.
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Reported unlawful entries to residence halls
over the last 12 months
Mitchell
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Source: University Crime Log
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Shenkman records most unlawful
entries of any campus building
CATHERINE MORAN
STAFF WRITER

People
previously
banned from campus keep
ﬁnding their way back to
Shenkman Hall.
Since 2011, 39 unlawful
entries have been reported
in Shenkman – the most of
any building or public space
on campus – and about onethird of all such oﬀenses
that were reported in residence halls have occurred
in the building, according
to an analysis of the GW
crime log. Experts said more
people illegally enter a residence hall when students
are less aware of strangers
trailing behind them to enter
buildings and when security
guards are not stationed to
monitor who enters the hall.
Eleven unlawful entries
have been reported in Shenkman in the last year – about
30 percent of all such reports
in the building over the last
six years, according to the
crime log.
Darrell Darnell, the senior associate vice president
for safety and security, said
buildings with public dining
options, like Shenkman Hall
and District House, tend to
have more unlawful entries
because people without a
connection to the University
frequently enter the building. District House has had
four unlawful entries since

SA bill cuts Student Nurses’
Association from budget pool
JUSTIN CROWE

5

Guthridge 1
JBKO
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it opened in August, according to the crime log.
“Because of this transient, urban environment,
individuals not aﬃliated
with GW may sometimes
enter these eating areas and
refuse to leave at closing or
engage in activity that violates university, local or federal laws,” he said.
Shenkman Hall houses
730 upperclassman on 10
ﬂoors, with four food vendors on the ﬁrst ﬂoor and
basement.
The majority of people
cited for unlawful entry are
either not aﬃliated with GW
or enter buildings where
they are not allowed to stay,
Darnell said. When an individual illegally enters a GW
building, they are barred
from returning to University
property and if they return,
they could be arrested for
trespassing, he said.
Out of the 21 arrests
for unlawful entries across
campus between December 2016 and April 2017,
two-thirds of the individuals involved had been previously barred, according
to Metropolitan Police Department reports.
In April, UPD arrested
two previously barred individuals for unlawful entry in
Shenkman. In March, UPD
arrested a 53-year-old woman, who refused to leave a
bathroom in the basement of

the residence hall, after determining that she had been
barred last August.
Darnell declined to say
if more oﬃcers have monitored the area and if the University Police Department
has changed its procedures
to prevent people from illegally gaining access to buildings.
Overall, 119 unlawful
entries in residence halls
have been recorded since
2011.
Following Shenkman,
Mitchell Hall had 29 reported unlawful entries, with 72
percent of those located in
the 7-Eleven attached to the
building, according to the
crime log.
Experts said to prevent
these oﬀenses, students
should be more aware of
who they hold open doors
for on their way into the
residence halls.
Kyle Gordon, the vice
president of business
development at Stanley
Black & Decker, a manufacturer of security products, said security features
– like lighting around the
building, the presence of
law enforcement and video surveillance – can help
prevent unlawful entries.
“If the building is
open during the day, the
risk for potential unlawful
entries goes up during that
time period,” Gordon said.

Student organizations in
the School of Nursing were
eligible to collect funding
from the Student Association for years, even though
the school’s students were
not paying the fee that sustains the SA’s budget.
That
changed
this
month when the SA Senate passed a bill preventing
student organizations associated with schools that
do not pay SA fees from
receiving SA funding. The
bill disqualiﬁes the Student
Nurses’ Association, which
was allotted $150 from the
SA for ﬁscal year 2017, from
receiving funding.
University
spokeswoman Maralee Csellar said
in an email that students in
the School of Nursing currently do not pay the SA fee
because it is charged only
to on-campus students. The
nursing school, formed in
2010 on the Virginia Science
and Technology Campus
in Ashburn, Va., is not considered on-campus, Csellar
said.
Csellar said only oncampus students pay the SA
fee because it is designed to
support student groups that
operate on-campus. She said
students on the VSTC campus do not pay SA fees.

CELEBRATION !
Candidates for Master’s Degrees
Friday May 19, 2017 8:30am
Smith Center

Graduates MUST line up in Funger Hall (2201 G St.) between 8:00-8:20 am to start processing at
8:25am

Participating Departments
and Programs

!
Ticket Information
• Each graduate will receive 6 tickets to the Smith
Center for guests. Overflow seating in other venues
featuring video feed will be available for guests
without tickets as well as a Live Webcast. You may
contact ccascele@gwu.edu with any Celebration
questions.
• Tickets will be distributed in Smith Hall 118 between
9am and 4:30 pm from April 10-May 12
• Please allow time to pick up your tickets and to show
your graduation survey confirmation receipt, as
there may be a line.
• Tickets will be distributed to graduates ONLY. Please
bring your GWorld card!
•
For further information see
https://columbian.gwu.edu/celebration

organizations whose entire
membership does not pay
the SA fee,” Pasko said in
an email.
Pasko said the School of
Nursing is the only school
at GW that currently does
not charge its students this
fee. The bill will apply to
any future schools that stop
paying the SA fee, he said.
After receiving $150
from the SA during the
2017 ﬁscal year, Pasko said
the organization did not
request funds from the SA
again for the upcoming ﬁscal year.
Sabrina Livne-Kennedy, the president of the Student Nurses’ Associaton,
said the organization was
unaware of the bill and how
it would aﬀect the organization. She declined to comment further on the issue.
Jordan Ramsdell, the
group’s treasurer, declined
to comment.
Sen.
Devan
Cole,
CCAS-U, who served as
the vice chair of the ﬁnance
committee last term and
now heads the committee, said he co-sponsored
the bill because SA funding should only be given
to those who pay into the
fund.
“If you’re not paying
in, then I don’t think you
should have a share or a
piece of that pie,” he said.

ETHAN STOLER | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR

A new SA bill disqualifies the Student Nurses’ Association from receiving SA funding. Students in the School of Nursing currently do not pay the Student Association fee.

Columbian College of Arts & Sciences

•

If the nursing school
were to opt into the SA fee,
the change would be a student-led initiative because
it most directly aﬀects students and their organizations, Csellar said. She declined to say if the Student
Nurses’ Association will
receive any outside ﬁnancial
support from the University.
“As a registered student
organization, SNA will continue to have a staﬀ adviser
in the Center for Student
Engagement and a faculty
adviser in the School of
Nursing, since it is an academic aﬃliated student organization,” Csellar said.
Students are charged a
$2.75 SA fee for each course
credit hour that they take.
The money collected makes
up the majority of the SA’s
$1.8 million pool that is allocated to student groups
across campus.
Former
Sen.
Nate
Pasko, ESIA-U and former
chair of the ﬁnance committee, said the Student
Nurses’ Association is the
only organization that will
be aﬀected by the bill. He
said he sponsored it because students who do not
contribute to the annual
SA budget pool should not
reap its beneﬁts.
“I don’t believe it is
fair to allocate Student Association funds to student

American Studies
Anatomical and Translational Sciences
Anthropology
Applied Economics
Art and the Book
Art Therapy
Biochemistry
Biological Sciences
Biomedical Sciences
Biostatistics
Chemistry
Classical Acting
Criminology/Sociology
Dance
Data Science
Economics
English
Environmental Resource Policy
Exhibition Design
Fine Arts/Art History
Forensic Psychology
Forensic Sciences
Geography
History
Human Paleobiology
Interior Design
Jewish Cultural Arts
Leadership Education and Development
Legal Institutions and Theory
Mathematics/Applied Mathematics
Media and Public Affairs
Media and Strategic Communication
Molecular Biochemistry and Bioinformatics
Museum Studies
New Media Photojournalism
Organizational Sciences
Philosophy & Social Policy
Physics
Political Science
Production Design
Professional Psychology
Psychology
Public Administration
Public Policy
Public Policy and Administration
Religion (Islamic Studies)
Speech and Hearing Sciences
Statistics
Women’s Studies

English drama
professor closes
curtain on GW tenure
JOHNNY MORREALE
REPORTER

English professor Robert
Combs views his lectures on
American drama as his own
personal rehearsal in front
of a “captive audience” of
students. But this semester,
the curtain will close on his
bi-weekly performances as
he retires after a nearly ﬁvedecade long career at GW.
Combs, who announced
his retirement at the beginning of the semester, has
taught at the University since
1971 focusing his career on
American drama and short
ﬁction from the 19th century
to modern day. English faculty said they would lose a
devoted professor, marked
by his passion for the subject
he spent his life teaching.
Combs’ interest in literature dates back to when he
was a student at the University of Southern Mississippi
in the 1960s. He said he chose
the school to learn from a piano teacher who taught there,
but quickly discovered his
fascination with literature.
“My second love seduced
me in the English department
with Chaucer, Shakespeare
and the romantic poets,” he
said.
Combs received his doctorate degree from the University of South Carolina in
1971. There he studied under
poet James Dickey, literary
theorist Morse Peckham and
Ennis Rees, a translator of
“The Iliad” and “Odyssey,”
who he said shaped his passion for literature.
When Combs came to
GW more than 40 years ago,
he said he was the youngest
faculty member in the English department. At the time,
he said the University consisted of a few townhouses
along G Street.
In the past few years,
Combs has taught an Ameri-

can literature course, entitled
The Short Story, focusing on
the works of D.H. Lawrence
and other prominent writers.
He also taught a twosemester course in American
drama, featuring plays from
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” to “Angels in America.” Combs said
the subject is the best way to
learn about history, culture
and life in the U.S.
“If you want to journey
into the dark heart of America, read our plays,” Combs
said. “Better yet, go to the
theatre to see them.”
Working as an English
professor is not a path to
wealth, but Combs said that
it was fulﬁlling to help generations of students enjoy
the ﬁne details of American
literature.
“There is nothing on
Earth better than a good day
in the classroom,” he said.
“You can talk about things,
meaningful things, with
students in a classroom that
you just can’t talk about any
other way.”
English faculty said they
were disappointed to see
Combs leave the department, saying his passionate
and energetic lectures draw
rave reviews from students.
Constance Kibler, manager of the English department’s operations, said she
has known Combs since
she held a work-study job
in the department as an undergraduate student in the
1970s.
She said Combs’ enthusiasm for literature was
obvious after only a brief
observation outside of his
classroom.
“I have often paused
outside a classroom where
Bob was teaching and listened for a minute or two,”
she said. “I would walk
away wanting to read whatever work he was
discussing.”
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Officials reflect on Knapp’s
accomplishments, shortcomings

Service, mandating that
all freshman participate
2012 and jetted across the
in service projects in their
globe on fundraising misfirst week on campus.
sions throughout his tenKnapp said students colure.
lectively amassed more
In
2014,
officials
than 700,000 service hours
launched the most ambithis academic year.
tious fundraising camGarris, who worked
paign in University hisclosely
with
Knapp
tory, seeking to raise
through the Faculty
$1 billion by 2018. The
Senate, said he set a
campaign has raised I think he’s going to be
tone of collaboration
$997 million thus far
between administraand officials said that remembered for steering tors and faculty.
the campaign will the ship on a stable
“There wasn’t a lot
most likely be comof behind-the-scenes
pleted by the time course during some
politics that you see in
Knapp leaves office in
a lot of other universiJuly – a year ahead of difficult times in higher
ties,” he said. “I have
schedule.
to say, I’m sorry to see
ed. Most of the things
Knapp also fohim leave.”
cused on diversifying he was expected to do
Knapp said he
GW’s student body.
has spoken frequentHe established a task when he was hired by the ly with his succesforce on affordability Board of Trustees, he’s
sor Thomas LeBlanc,
and diversity in 2014,
who will take over the
created a vice provost accomplished.
presidency in August,
position for diversity
to share information
and inclusion in 2011 ROBERT CHERNAK
about the University.
and partnered with FORMER SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FOR
In an exit internonprofit groups to STUDENT AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT
view Friday, Knapp
bring low-income stu- SERVICES
said he didn’t want
dents to campus.
to dwell on the legacy
In the summer of 2015, going quite as smoothly that he’d leave behind at
officials announced GW as one would hope.”
GW.
would no longer require
Chernak, who served
“You know everybody
SAT and ACT scores to with Trachtenberg for in an institution like this
be submitted with under- decades and stayed on is going to be forgotten
graduate applications, a Knapp’s administration sooner or later, that’s just
move officials credited until 2012, said Knapp the reality of an instituwith generating a 28 per- didn’t focus on the stu- tion that goes on for 200
cent spike in applications dent experience as heav- years,” he said. “I don’t
in 2016.
ily as his predecessor.
think you want to get
“You can’t be great as
“He wasn’t the kind hung up on the legacy.”
a University unless you’re of person that would go
drawing on all the talent out on the street and enthat’s out there,” he said.
gage in conversation with
In recent years, Knapp the janitors, with the stuhas released statements dents,” he said. “He was a
when
racial
tensions little bit more introverted
reached a national flash compared to Trachtenpoint and repeatedly re- berg.”
affirmed the University’s
Knapp said in the fucommitment to making ture, officials should work
all students feel welcome to develop an identity
on campus.
for the Virginia Science
and Technology Campus,
Turbulent times
where the nursing school
But along with the and other biological and
successes, there were set- health science facilities
backs. The University was are located.
rocked by an admissions
“What is the identity
scandal in 2012, when of that campus, what is
GW was pulled from the the purpose of that camU.S. News and World Re- pus, how is that campus
port rankings after it was related to the rest of the
found to have misrepre- University?” Knapp said.
sented admissions data “I think that’s just kind of
for a decade.
a large unanswered quesIn 2013, officials con- tion.”
ceded that the University
had been taking into ac- Reflecting on a decade
Officials and faculty
count applicants’ financial status in admissions said Knapp had accomdecisions, despite claim- plished much of what
ing for years that GW he set out to do in his
employed a “need-blind” decade-long tenure and
while some said they
policy.
Some administrators were sad to see him go,
joked that Knapp came to they welcomed a fresh
his office on the top floor perspective in the Univerof Rice Hall everyday sity’s top office.
Nelson
Carbonell,
wondering what could go
chairman of the Board of
wrong.
In December 2015, Trustees, said Knapp had
facing a budget crunch achieved the vision the
caused by the rising cost Board set for the Univerof higher education na- sity when Knapp took oftionwide,
Knapp
an- fice.
“I think if you look
nounced central administrative units would have back now 10 years later,
to slash their budgets by 3 we’re pretty close to comto 5 percent each year for pleting a billion-dollar
campaign, our research
five fiscal years.
That same academic has grown very, very drayear, six high-level ad- matically and I think GW
ministrators left their has become known as a
posts in a five-month pe- community not just of
riod, headlined by former students, but of faculty
Provost Steven Lerman, and staff that are really
who left the University in dedicated to service,” he
said.
January 2016.
In 2009, Knapp cre“He tends to be the
kind of president who at ated the Freshman Day of
times tends to micromanage a little bit more than
your more typical university president,” Chernak
said. “So sometimes people might feel that they’re
not getting the support
that they would necessarily like to get in their positions when things aren’t
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GAME

BASEBALL

vs. Saint Joseph's
Thursday to Sunday

OF THE WEEK

The Colonials will host the Hawks for their final series of the season. GW currently
ranks fourth in the Atlantic 10 one week before the top seven teams are selected to
participate in the conference tournament.

NUMBER
CRUNCH

3

Number of men’s basketball scholarships still available for
the 2017-18 season.

Softball rookie sets high bar in record-breaking season
MADDIE RUNDLETT
STAFF WRITER

Softball third baseman and catcher Jenna
Cone broke onto the
scene with her hardhitting style of play,
completing a recordbreaking season to earn
national recognition.
With a quick look
at the numbers, Cone’s
impact on the team is
clear.
The freshman led
the league with 18
home runs and posted
a team-high .395 batting average. Cone also
set GW single-season
records for runs scored
(47), RBIs (59), extrabase hits (28), total
bases (125), slugging
percentage (.822) and
on-base
percentage
(.500).
“Jenna is a really
special athlete,” head
coach James DeFeo
said. “Not only does
she have athletic talent
and a very high softball
IQ, but she is a really
good teammate and
one the hardest, if not
the hardest, workers on
the team.”
The National Fastpitch Coaches Association announced that
Cone was among the
top 11 ﬁnalists for the
Schutt Sports/NFCA
Division I National
Freshman of the Year
award Thursday. The
winner of the award

ETHAN STOLER | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
Freshman Jenna Cone led softball with a .395 batting average during the team's record-setting year.

will be revealed May
30.
Cone’s play also
earned her Atlantic 10
Rookie of the Year, First
Team All-Conference
and All-Rookie distinction.
DeFeo
credited
Cone for her versatil-

ity as a player, allowing her to contribute
in both oﬀensive and
defensive play. Cone
posted a .957 ﬁelding
percentage in her 52
starts this season.
“Whatever
position that we put her at,
whether its third base

or catcher, she takes
pride in her defense
just as much as her offense,” DeFeo said. “I
think that’s what puts
her in a very special
class of athletes.”
The Trabuco Canyon, Calif. native attributed her smooth transi-

tion to college play to
her strong support system, namely her sister
Jayme – a sophomore
pitcher for GW.
“Coming
[to
school] from across the
country is deﬁnitely a
big adjustment,” Cone
said. “It was helpful to

have someone to rely
on and turn to if I had
questions to ask.”
The sisters have
been playing softball
together since they
were four and ﬁve
years old, encouraged
by their parents’ love
of the sport. For Jenna

and Jayme, playing together at the collegiate
level was the logical
progression.
“I think as we got
older we realized that
we work really well
together, so going to
school together would
be a great opportunity,” Jayme said. “We
have family wherever
we go, and our parents
can see us playing [together].”
Though competition between siblings
is par for the course,
the Cones possess a
mutual respect for
one another. If anyone
could have predicted
Jenna’s standout rookie
campaign, it would be
her number one fan,
Jayme.
“Athletically, [Jenna’s] never done anything poorly,” Jayme
said. “Jenna is amazing
because she’s so solid –
I’d rather play with her
than against her.”
Jenna’s
standout
performance this year
was key in elevating
the Colonials to 28
wins and a .302 average, both program records.
Despite missing the
postseason this year,
the Colonials see promise of future success
with the current squad,
Defeo said.
“The sky’s the limit
for this team,” he said.
“They are pretty happy

Former women’s basketball star leaves lasting impression
on GW, becomes role model in her home country
MARTY FENN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

As former women’s basketball star
forward Jonquel Jones
began her second
WNBA season with
the Connecticut Sun
Saturday, her former

GW teammate Caira
Washington was just
getting started in her
professional career after completing training
camp with the Washington Mystics.
The
duo
was
among the most feared
frontcourts in college

basketball last season,
and Washington said
that Jones — the highest-ever draft pick out
of GW — set a precedent for the rest of the
program.
“[Seeing her get
drafted] was such
a fulﬁlling moment

because I knew how
hard she worked for
that and what she
had sacriﬁced to get
there,”
Washington
said.
In the ﬁrst game
of Jones’ second year
with the Sun, she
scored eight points

REGISTRATION IS OPEN
FOR SUMMER 2017!

SUMMER.
SMARTER.
* Knock out multiple prereqs
like G-PACs and WIDs
without breaking a sweat.
* Earn credit in half the time
with short 6-week courses.
* Do summer your way — take
courses online or on campus.

and a career-high 20
rebounds in 27 minutes of action Saturday.
As a Colonial, she
won a pair of Atlantic
10 conference titles and
made two consecutive
NCAA appearances.
When the Freeport,
Bahamas native was
selected as the sixth
overall pick in the 2016
WNBA draft, she immediately
thought
about what her selection meant for not just
GW, but her home
country.
“Of course I was
happy and excited, but
I immediately thought
about all the young
girls back home in the
Bahamas,” Jones said.
“[Getting
drafted]
served as an example
that night to all the little girls in my country
that it’s possible, that
they can realize their
dreams.”
Serving as a role
model for the youth of
a small country can be
exceedingly demanding. Jones said she
can hardly walk the
streets in the Bahamas
anymore without being recognized, but it’s
something she relishes.
“I deﬁnitely take
that [role model] responsibility on,” Jones
said. “I wasn’t just the
highest pick of any
player that had gone
to GW, but also the
highest draft pick from
the Bahamas. So I’m
happy to do it and put

my best foot forward
for my country.”
Jones has certainly
taken a winding road
on the way to her current spot as a forward
for the Sun. She was
a two-sport star as a
child before choosing
basketball over soccer
and moving to the U.S.
Jones hit a bump
in the road after her
ﬁrst year at Clemson,
a program that was
trending down and
lacked
competitiveness. It was then that
former Colonials head
coach Jonathan Tsipis
ﬁrst made an impression on Jones for his
rigorous
recruiting
style and commitment
to building the program.
“I could see the difference with what Tsipis was doing here and
who he was recruiting.
Not only athletically
but
academically,”
Jones said. “GW is just
a place where people
go when they want to
be successful.”
The 6-foot-6-inch
forward has always
possessed the ability to
stretch the ﬂoor with
her shooting touch
and clog the lane with
her length, but once at
the WNBA level she
said it was challenging at times for that to
translate.
“The
physicality is so much diﬀerent [than in college],”
Jones said. “Even

though I have height
I’m still a smaller post
player, and that was
something I struggled
with. But you’re playing against the best in
the world, and I think
all rooks struggle in
some form or fashion
as part of the learning
curve.”
Jones spent the oﬀseason playing professionally in Korea, leading her Woori Bank
team to the league title
and earning the Foreign Most Valuable
Player Award. But it
was the cultural experience – and especially
the cuisine – that she
said she remembered
most fondly.
“The food was
amazing – I don’t
think there was something that I tried that
I didn’t like,” Jones
said. “But the people
are awesome, they actually reminded me
of Bohemians because
they want to take care
of you and make sure
you’re happy.”
The 13-hour time
diﬀerence meant that
the former GW star
had few opportunities
to watch the Colonials
play, but that didn’t
stop Jones from trying.
“I’d always try to
catch a game in some
way if I could,” Jones
said. “I still talk to
some of the girls on the
team just to make sure
they’re doing OK and
staying motivated.”

FIND THE CLASS FOR YOU:
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COURTESY OF THE CONNECTICUT SUN
Connecticut Sun forward Jonquel Jones goes up for a shot in the lane. She was the
highest-ever draft pick from GW in WNBA history.

