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AFFORDABILITY CONCERNS PERSIST UNDER DINING PLAN
CAYLA HARRIS &
KELLY HOOPER
REPORTERS

When oﬃcials announced
in spring 2016 that Foggy Bottom’s long-loathed dining
hall would shut down, allowing students to spend dining
money at vendors across the
District, many applauded the
decision.
But more than a year into
the new plan, students say
running out of GWorld dining cash before the end of the
semester is still the norm. Students and higher education
experts said the lack of a traditional dining hall can cause
students to run out of dining
money quicker than those at
other universities, leading to
skipped meals and an added
strain on already-tight budgets.
“I had to explain to my
parents that I need food to
survive, but I have no money
for it, and they were like, ‘oh,
you’re screwed,’” senior Katie Dillon said about running
out of dining dollars nearly
every semester she’s been at
GW.
Oﬃcials said the new dining plan was crafted after students “overwhelmingly and
consistently” pushed for a
more ﬂexible plan that would
allow students to take advantage of a booming restaurant
scene in Foggy Bottom.
The University closed its
only traditional dining hall – J
Street – in 2016 after student
leaders complained the hall
provided lower-quality food
for the same price as outside
vendors.
Still, aﬀordability has remained a major issue and
University
spokeswoman
Maralee Csellar said oﬃcials
are reviewing the amount of
dining dollars that students
are required to buy with each
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Students and higher education experts said the lack of a traditional dining hall can cause students to run out of dining money
quicker than those at other universities, leading to skipped meals and an added strain on already-tight budgets.

FRESHMEN

HAVE ABOUT $18.64 TO SPEND
EACH DA Y IN DINING CASH

JUNIORS

HAVE ABOUT $10 TO SPEND
EACH DAY IN DINING CASH

of the dining plans.
“We also want to be sensitive that the amount a student
may need will depend upon
the student’s schedule, eating
habits, whether they have a
meal regularly oﬀ-campus
and the extent to which they
prepare their own food,”
Csellar said in an email.

The affordability issue

With 110 days in the fall
semester, not including the
ﬁve days of Thanksgiving
break, freshmen have about
$18.64 to spend each day in
dining cash, sophomores
$12.27, juniors $10 and seniors $5.45. All students who
live on campus are required
to purchase a dining plan.
The average price of one
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meal at some GWorld merchants can be higher than the
amount that students have allocated to spend daily. Amid
aﬀordability concerns last
spring, oﬃcials added $200
to each dining plan. Students
or parents can reload money
onto their GWorld cards at
any point throughout the semester.
An average meal at Burger Tap & Shake can run a $12
to $14 bill, Kathy Arvis, the
marketing director for the operator of the restaurant, said.
GCDC has an average dinner price of $15, owner Bruce
Klores said.
In interviews with more
than 25 students who ran out
of dining dollars last academic year, students said paying
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SENIORS
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EACH DAY IN DINING CASH
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for a suﬃcient meal each day
is an added stress on top of
schoolwork and jobs.
Sophomore Sarah Stupp
ran out of dining dollars
around three weeks before
the end of the spring semester
last academic year. She made
it through the ﬁrst semester
without running out but said
she found herself eating only
one meal per day.
“I probably lost about
10 pounds because I wasn’t
eating as much, because economically I couldn’t and also
because I’m stressed and instead of stress eating I stress
didn’t-eat,” she said.
Cooper Stouch, a junior,
said he has run out of his dining dollars every semester
he’s lived on campus. He said

he tries to budget his money,
but it’s “impossible” to live
in the District and eat three
healthy meals each day without running out of GWorld
money.
“I don’t like asking my
family for money, since they
already pay enough for me to
go here,” he said. “I just feel
bad for the students that are
not as lucky as I am.”

Learning to budget

Oﬃcials said incoming
students, who often have
no prior experience living
on a budget, may not know
how to wisely spend dining
dollars, especially with the
amount of options available
near campus.
Csellar, the University

spokeswoman, said GW created four meal-planning proﬁles for the dining website
in 2016, oﬀering suggestions
about how to grocery shop on
a budget and spend money at
local vendors.
She said oﬃcials will also
extend the feature this spring
to include sample budgets
from GW Dining’s student
representatives, who were introduced earlier this semester
to oﬀer meal tips on Twitter
for students with dietary restrictions.
D.C. now has one of the
highest costs of living of major cities in the U.S., recently
clocking in at No. 10 on the
Council for Community and
Economic Research’s list of
the 10 most expensive cities
in America in May.
Csellar said the new dining plan was built so that dining dollars could roll over to
the next semester, which often isn’t the case at other universities that require students
to purchase set amounts of
meals at the beginning of
the semester and don’t give
refunds for unused meal
money.
Kevin McClure, an assistant professor of higher
education at the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington, said students often struggle to budget dining dollars
and many parents, who are
already paying steep tuition
bills, can’t aﬀord to add more
funds to meal plans.
“A problem with this idea
of you all taking your student
ID cards and using that as the
basis of your currency to live
on is that when you’re using your ID card, it doesn’t
feel like it’s real money anymore,” he said.
While students struggle
See FOOD Page 2

Student uses photo series to
expose Metro harassment
ANAHI HURTADO
REPORTER

Alongside
brightly
colored maps and advertisements, one graduate
student wants to post her
photos of women who have
experienced
harassment
where the incidents occurred – the Metro.
After Margaret Wroblewski, a graduate student
in the Corcoran School of
the Arts and Design, experienced sexual harassment
on the Metro for the second
time, she decided to bring
attention to her story and to
others with similar experiences. For the past month,
she has been photographing
and interviewing women
who have faced the same
harassment in the Metro
as part of a project to show
them that they are not alone
and expose the scope of the
problem.
Wroblewski
started
releasing photos from the
project on an Instagram
page she created this week.
She said when she completes the photo series she
wants to display it in an exhibit and in Metro stations
to push people to recognize
the issue.
“It would be incredible

to get blown up pictures of
these girls and their quotes,
as many as possible in the
Metro station,” Wroblewski
said. “So when these men
walk through the Metro
they see the stories and it
serves as a reminder.”
The project, called “I
was on the Metro when…,”
will feature more than 50
portraits of women and an
individual quote detailing
their experiences with sexual harassment, as well as
facts and statistics about harassment on D.C.’s Metro.
Women featured in the
project have experienced
everything from verbal
harassment to an incident
where one man used his
phone camera to look up a
woman’s skirt.
Reported cases of upskirt photo taking, a form
of sexual harassment that
often occurs in crowded
areas like the Metro, have
increased by 70 percent
around the DMV since
2015. Groups involved in
the study said many of the
cases took place in Metro
stations or on the trains.
After the ﬁrst time she
was harassed, Wroblewski
said she was tired of feeling
unsafe and posted about
her frustration on Snapchat,

where she received several
responses from friends saying they had been in similar
positions. After the second
incident, she was inspired
to start documenting these
instances through photos
and interviews.
“Photography is really powerful,” Wroblewski
said. “I think you can tell
great stories and I want to
tell these women’s stories
because I don’t think there’s
any other better medium.”
Alicia Hai, Wroblewski’s high school classmate
at Stone Ridge School of the
Sacred Heart in Bethesda,
Md., was one of the women
that responded to her post
on the app. She said when
they met to discuss their
similar experiences, she
found “solace” knowing
she wasn’t alone.
“The ﬁrst thought I had
after my own experience
on the bus was ‘was it or
wasn’t it harassment?’” Hai
said. “At the time, I was in
high school and I didn’t really know what to think of
what had just happened.”
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Margaret Wroblewski, a graduate student in the Corcoran School of the Arts and Design,
has been interviewing women who have faced harassment in the Metro.
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Freshman Shira Strongin and Lindsey O’Connell, the president of the Disabled Students Collective, said many buildings still lack proper accommodations for students with disabilities.

Older buildings pose barrier
to students with disabilities
ANTHONY TUSINO &
KATE MCCARTHY
REPORTERS

Before freshman Shira
Strongin registered for
classes last week, she took
virtual tours of the buildings to make sure she’d be
able to get to class on the
days when she needs to
use a wheelchair.
Strongin has an undiagnosed progressive neurovascular disease, which
causes seizures, speech issues and cardiac problems.
She said she is sometimes
forced to miss her University Writing course on the
Mount Vernon Campus
because only some of the
Vern Express shuttles are
wheelchair accessible.
“I shouldn’t have to
pick whether I’m going to
go to class or not depending on my wheelchair status,” she said.
While many campus
buildings have been updated to be more accessible
to people with disabilities
in the past few years, eight
students with disabilities
said many buildings still
lack proper accommodations. Those students said
parts of campus are uncomfortable, diﬃcult or
even impossible to navi-

gate without extensive
renovations.
Chelsea Burkhart, a junior who has postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome, commonly known
as POTS – a condition that
results in an abnormal
heart rate upon standing
– said because she sometimes struggles to walk
up stairs, she has trouble
meeting with professors
and teaching assistants
who have oﬃces in aging
townhouses.
“Some
professors
again don’t understand the
idea of an invisibile illness,
where whenever I look
ﬁne, they don’t understand
why I would want to miss
class and just think that
I’m just trying to get a couple more hours of sleep,”
she said.
In the last few years,
students have registered
with Disability Support
Services in record numbers. The oﬃce currently
manages academic and
lifestyle accommodations
for 1,300 students, oﬃcials
said.
Last April, Caroline
Laguerre-Brown, the vice
provost for diversity, equity and community engagement, who oversees
DSS, said the oﬃce was

conducting a review to see
if it has enough resources
to meet the needs of the
rising number of students
seeking support. In an
email Saturday, she said
the review is still ongoing
and that there are no updates on its progress.
Laguerre-Brown said
not all buildings on campus are currently up to the
standards set by the Americans with Disabilities Act,
a 1990 law that prohibits
discrimination based on
disabilities. The law requires that when buildings undergo renovations,
they must be updated to
include accommodations
that comply with ADA
standards.
Some townhouses on
campus have yet to be
renovated since the law
was passed, and students
who cannot access those
buildings should reach out
to DSS for assistance, she
said.
“Every one of our students gets individualized
assistance and there are
no two situations that are
the same,” she said in an
email. “All accommodations, including housing,
See CAMPUS Page 2
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CRIME LOG
THEFT II/FROM BUILDING,
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY/
VANDALISM

Academic Center
Unknown – Unknown
Case closed
A male staff member reported to the
University Police Department that his
personal and University property were
stolen from his work locker.
No suspects or witnesses

UNLAWFUL ENTRY

714 21st St. NW
11/6/2017 – 1:38 p.m.
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of a previously
barred individual inside an administrative
building. Officers identified the female
suspect and issued her an updated barring
notice.
Subject barred

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT: HIT AND RUN

Marvin Center (Loading Dock)
11/8/2017 – Unknown
Case open
A male contractor reported to UPD that
a vehicle struck his vehicle while parked
in the Marvin Center loading dock. His
pickup truck had scratches above the tire
on the rear left driver ’s side.
Open case

THREATS TO DO BODILY HARM

Marvin Center
11/7/2017 – 8:30 p.m.
Case closed
A male student reported to UPD that he
encountered a male suspect who had
previously threatened him. The suspect
was identified, and UPD barred him from
University property.
Subjet barred

SEXUAL ASSAULT/ STALKING

Thurston Hall
Unknown – Unknown
Case closed
A male student reported to UPD that
another student sexually assaulted him
in his residence hall. The student also
reported seeing the suspect on multiple
occasions standing outside his residence
hall room after the assault took place.
Referred to Title IX

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION/
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

Thurston Hall
11/9/2017 – 3:45 a.m.
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. The male suspect
punched a hole in the wall in his residence
hall room. EMeRG assessed the male
student and transported him to the GW
Hospital emergency room for treatment.
Referred to Division of Student Affairs
—Compiled by Catherine Moran

Philip Dela Cruz, a GW medical student, dances with fire for the Hawaii Club’s 20th annual luau in Kogan Plaza Thursday night.

Hive collapses roil GW’s beekeeping effort
LEAH POTTER &
LIZ KONNEKER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITORS

The sound of buzzing
atop Lisner Hall might seem
fainter this fall after two of
GW’s hives collapsed.
Researchers are puzzled
after two of the 12 hives
that are part of GW Buzz’s
apiary – a collection of beehives on the roof Lisner Hall
– collapsed last month, killing several hundred bees.
Beekeepers and experts said
a number of hazards could
have led to the hives’ downfall, including harmful pesticides in the surrounding
area and parasites that target
honeybees.
Students and faculty
who run the hives – to conduct research and collect
honey for local restaurants –
said they hadn’t pinpointed
an exact cause for the collapse, but they were surprised that it wiped out one
of their strongest and oldest
hives.
Kayla Schwartz, a junior
and head beekeeper for GW
Buzz, the undergraduate
honeybee research and beekeeping group, said in the
past few months the hives
had also seen queen bees
die before the end of their
expected lifespan, impacting
the health of the hive. She
said the apiary’s struggles
caused bees to produce a
lower amount of honey than
usual this year.
“One of our hives that
had lasted since 2015, it’s
all gone, which is very upsetting to me,” she said. “It
could be due to pesticides,
pests, an array of things that
could have happened.”
Schwartz said some colonies of bees suffer from infestations of varroa mites, a
parasite equivalent to a tick
the size of a baseball glove
biting a human. She said her
research with GW Buzz has
dealt extensively with treating bees for these parasites,

Food insecurity a rising concern
From Page 1
to budget GWorld money,
the University takes a cut
of all purchases made on
GWorld, according to five
campus dining partners.
Store owners confirmed that the University
takes 10 percent commission from all GWorld sales
and charges vendors $40
per month to use GWorld
card machines.
The University enrolls roughly 2,500 freshmen annually, and for the
freshman class alone, each
student receives $4,100 in
dining dollars for the year
– giving GW the potential
to earn more than $1 million from swipes off firstyear diners.
Csellar declined to
comment on any financial
relationship between the
University and its dining
partners.
“We can confirm that
our participating merchants have an exclusive
access to the GW student
population and that we
advertise their participation universally in numerous print and online materials,” she said. “Also,

GW’s open dining plan
benefits the economies of
both the local area as well
as the District as a whole.”

Combatting food insecurity

Earlier this year, University President Thomas
LeBlanc said the open dining program as it stands
may not cover the cost of
eating in the District. Csellar said examining the
dining program is part of
LeBlanc’s effort to improve
undergraduate
student
satisfaction and that his
office has been involved
in conversations about
new vendors and student
spaces.
Last fall officials started a “Meal Deals” program giving students the
option to purchase $6, $8
or $10 meals at select dining partners.
James Dubick, the director at the National Student Campaign Against
Hunger and Homelessness, said when students
aren’t given enough to
cover the cost of eating,
they often have to shell out
more of their own money
to afford to eat, putting
lower-income students at a
disadvantage.

“The danger in the
meal plan that doesn’t offer you three meals a day
essentially is that it leaves
students in a situation
where they have to fill the
gap,” he said.
Last fall, the University
opened its first campus
food pantry, The Store,
giving students struggling
with food insecurity the
chance to anonymously
receive food donations.
Officials have insisted
that The Store was not created in response to any
GW-specific issues, saying
that food insecurity is an
issue at college campuses
nationwide – including
at rural universities and
community colleges.
Sarah Sem, the president of The Store, said she
is unsure whether GW’s
city location contributes to
the number of people who
use the pantry – this academic year there are more
than 500 – but that food
pantries are prevalent at
universities nationwide.
“It’s not GW dining
plan-specific,” she said.
“We have a unique approach to it, and we have
a unique dining plan, but
it’s not a unique problem.”
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Kayla Schwartz, a junior and head beekeeper for GW Buzz, cares for bees on the roof Lisner Hall.
Researchers are puzzled after two of the 12 hives collapsed last month, killing several hundred
bees.

looking at how the mites will
latch onto the bees, draining
their nutrients and sucking
out their energy.
“All I can say is that we
have two hives that collapsed and I could not tell
why,” she said. “But we definitely did have varroa over
the summer because I did
research on them.”
Hartmut Doebel, an assistant professor of biology
and faculty advisor for GW
Buzz, said hive collapses
follow a national trend of
bees struggling to maintain
successful colonies. The
population of bees in the
U.S. has been shrinking due
to colony collapse disorder,
a phenomenon that occurs
after the spraying of pesticides, harmful human environmental interventions and
the majority of bees abandon
a hive, he said.
Between April 2015 and
April 2016, American beekeepers reported losing 44
percent of their colonies, according to the British Beekeepers Association.
Doebel said he didn’t

think the hive collapses could
be attributed to one specific
cause, but probably were
doomed by a combination of
events all contributing to the
well-being of each hive.
“I cannot give you a definite answer. When it happens, it’s a mystery,” he said.
“Some beekeepers blame
themselves or the varroa
mites. Some blame the pesticides, but we really do not
know.”
Doebel said they would
probably not be able to repopulate the lost colonies
until April.
Toni Burnham, a member of the D.C. Beekeepers
Alliance, said a spike in pesticide use targeting mosquitoes, especially after the recent Zika virus outbreak, has
lead consumers to spraying
twice the recommended
amount of pesticides on
their plants and yards for
greater protection. She said
more pesticides don’t provide any greater protection
against pests and create
greater health risks for bees.
Burnham said pesticides

cause bees to lose brain function and often become disoriented. The toxicity from
the chemicals can be deadly,
she said.
“If I could only get the
average American to read
the bottle,” she said. “If
you’re going to use a pesticide, if you’re going to use a
chemical control, follow the
directions, is that so much to
ask?”
She said varroa mites are
also a main culprit, infecting bees with deadly viruses
and diseases.
“They can be the size of
a dessert plate on your body,
so it’s a significant bite,” she
said.
Reese Halter, a conservation biologist who specializes in honeybees, said bees
start to feel the negative effects of pesticides and insecticides at 12 parts per billion,
a relatively small amount
considering the volume that
home gardeners might use.
“What they do is cause
the bees to lose their minds
and shake to death,” he said
about the impact of pesti-

Campus accessibility examined
From Page 1
are provided after an individual review. Accommodations are based on what
each individual’s disability,
documentation and needs
require.”
Students with disabilities said the psychology
building is difficult to access
because it has no elevators,
preventing them from visiting professors’ office hours.
Laguerre-Brown said
GW aims to create an environment in which students
with disabilities feel accepted and can contribute
equally to GW’s mission.
“When we use exclusive language, or create
spaces that exclude people
with disabilities, we are telling people that they are not
welcome,” she said.
Last spring, a group of
students with disabilities
formed a student organization – called the Disabled
Students Collective – that
meets once a week to discuss concerns for students
with disabilities.
Lindsey O’Connell, the
president of the DSC, said
platform seating and desks
attached to chairs are some

of the problems students
face on campus. Professors
are often unaware of the
accommodations students
with disabilities need, she
added.
“One thing we’re trying to get the community
as a whole to realize is how
much the infrastructure of
GW can affect a student’s
experience,” O’Connell said.
The student-run organization, which has about 20 to
30 regular members, is GW’s
first ever to focus on peer-topeer discussion and support
for disabled students, members said. The group holds
campaigns like #AccessGW,
where they evaluate the accessibility of student spaces
and academic buildings by
photographing, filming and
documenting them at GW,
O’Connell said.
During
#AccessGW
campus walkarounds Friday and Saturday, groups of
DSC students went around
campus to gauge how accessible entrances and bathrooms are in the Marvin
Center, District House, Gelman Library, Tompkins Hall
of Engineering, the Science
and Engineering Hall and
Duques, Rome and Phillips
halls.

The students said newer buildings, like the Science and Engineering Hall
had accessible entrances
and a built-in ramp next to
the stairs on the first floor,
allowing disabled and ablebodied students to enter
the building the same way.
But in older buildings, like
Duques Hall, O’Connell
said disabled students
can’t enter through the
main doors, forcing them
to come in through an accessible entrance around
the corner – a less-inclusive
design.
Emma Jane Mitchell,
a sophomore majoring in
English with multiple disabilities, said DSS is accommodating of many
academic aspects, like notetaking, but can improve in
supporting personal care
assistance for students
traveling to and from class.
“There have been
times where I have taken
it upon myself to get to
class without someone, or
I have asked my parents to
do it because I just need to
get to class that day and I
just can’t handle finding
someone that day,” Mitchell, who uses a wheelchair,
said.
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International students nearly half of graduate SEAS enrollment
International students in SEAS
60
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Source: University 990 tax forms

ing economy, while students
from other countries seek advanced degrees in the U.S. to
send them on a path for better employment and industry
connections.
Niveditha Nandakumar, a
second-year graduate student
studying engineering management, said she wanted to
go to college outside of India,
her native country, and was
allured by the research opportunities available at GW.
“The jobs we get right after school here give us a little
more than what we would get
right out of school in India,”
she said. “They land a better
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At GW and its peer institutions, American graduate
students in science, technology and engineering fields
are on their way to becoming
the minority.
Last year, 44 percent of
graduate students in the
School of Engineering and
Applied Sciences were international, compared to just 7
percent in SEAS undergraduate programs, according to
institutional data. Experts
said the difference is likely
cultural – American students
want to jump into a career
path, while international students are often more highly
regarded at home for earning
advanced degrees abroad.
The percentage of international graduate students
in SEAS has soared in recent
years, surging to 44 percent
in 2016 compared to 18 percent in 2007. But at the undergraduate level, the proportion
of international enrollment in
the school has actually fallen
from 12 percent in 2007 to
about 9 percent in 2011 and 7
percent in 2016, according to
institutional data.
The University has made
a major push to boost its international enrollment over
the last decade, hoping to
double its international student enrollment to 15 percent
of undergraduates and 30
percent of graduate students
by 2022.
Over the past few years,
officials have expanded resources for international students, hosting networking
events and providing advisers to students. This summer,
the Center for Student Engagement announced a new

program for international
students to help them adjust
to campus.
University spokeswoman
Maralee Csellar said that generally international students
stay in their countries of origin for undergraduate educations and head abroad for
more advanced degrees.
“When the economy is not
doing well, people tend to use
the time to go back to earn an
advanced degree or complete
a certification,” she said in an
email.
She declined to say if the
University thought decreasing numbers of American students in graduate programs
was a problem and if so, how
the University is working to
address it.
The trend is also prevalent at several of GW’s peer
schools, notably New York
University, where roughly
20 percent of undergraduate STEM students are international, but students from
abroad dominate graduate
programs with 80 percent
coming from abroad.
In 2016, Syracuse University reported that 77 percent
of its graduates in the College
of Engineering and Computer
Science were international,
compared to just 8 percent of
undergraduates in the same
program.
The vastly growing job
market in technology and the
desire for universities and
employers to remain competitive around the world contributes to the gap, according
to an analysis of international
enrollment numbers from The
New York Times.
International
students
said Americans find a graduate degree in STEM fields less
of a priority amid an improv-
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job here, and once they bring
the experience back to India,
they are valued more in India
– they can use that leverage.”
Experts in undergraduate
and graduate academic life
said U.S. graduate students
also reap the financial benefits
of research grant funding –
which students rarely receive
outside the United States.
Jingwen Yan, an assistant
professor of bioinformatics
at Indiana University and
an expert in international
student affairs, said international graduate students find
it easier to explore academic
interests in their home coun-

try and seek higher-level degrees once they know what to
pursue.
“Students majoring in
STEM will get extra work
benefits in the U.S. Graduate students with a career in
mind may make decisions differently than undergrads who
are still exploring,” she said
in an email.
Larry Abraham, the associate dean of the School of
Undergraduate Studies at the
University of Texas at Austin,
said international students
overtake graduate classrooms
because there is no admissions cap at the graduate level,

a concept that could prevent
universities from accepting
well-qualified
international
students, instead of Americans, into STEM programs.
Universities aim to accept
and enroll the most promising student body, which is often found in students outside
of the U.S., he said.
“They have great competitive applications, they are
well prepared to go on, but
they just don’t have opportunities in their own country,
or in some cases, even if they
got it in their country they
would not be as marketable,”
he said.

Proposed National Mall sports
ban worries GW club teams
CALLIE SCHIFFMAN
STAFF WRITER
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Officials held a livestreamed conversation with University President Thomas LeBlanc as one of the centerpiece
events of his inauguration last week.

GW turns to Facebook Live to
showcase high-profile events
CAYLA HARRIS &
MEREDITH ROATEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITORS

When University President Thomas LeBlanc was inaugurated last week, officials
held a livestreamed conversation with GW’s new leader as
one of the centerpiece events.
At a Facebook Live town
hall Tuesday with School of
Media and Public Affairs
Director Frank Sesno, marketed to GW’s worldwide
alumni audience, LeBlanc
fielded questions submitted
through Facebook on major
topics like college affordability and the campus community. Since Facebook Live
was introduced in 2016, the
University has livestreamed
a combined 23 events including last week’s town hall and
inaugural ceremony, admissions tours and high-profile
speeches.
Matt Manfra, the associate vice president of alumni
relations, said Tuesday’s conversation was a way to make
alumni outside of D.C. feel a
part of the inauguration and
learn about LeBlanc. Officials said the stream garnered
30,000 views and that questions came from as far away
as India.
“Many people on campus
have had the opportunity to
meet the president or attend
a town hall with him,” he
said. “Our alumni outside of
Washington, D.C. haven’t really had that opportunity, so
we saw Facebook Live as a
great way to reach them.”
The town hall reflected
a growing trend at the University to use live streams
and memes on social media
accounts to build stronger
connections with prospective

students and alumni. Experts
said this effort can make community members far away
from Foggy Bottom feel more
a part of campus life.
Jon Hussey, the University’s managing director of
digital marketing strategy,
said digital marketing officials evaluate social media
analytics weekly to judge
which posts get the most engagement and then adjust
digital strategies accordingly.
“Throughout the years,
though, there are a few things
we’ve tried to keep consistent – we monitor constantly,
engage frequently and try
to be helpful by answering
questions or addressing concerns,” he said in an email.
He said GW often tries
to post timely content and
memes to interact with followers immediately, especially through Facebook Live,
a more recent tool to connect
audiences with major events.
GW’s livestream of the first
speech that Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., delivered after the
presidential election garnered
1.5 million views and more
than 60,000 viewed a discussion between Sesno and thenWhite House Press Secretary
Sean Spicer in January.
GW also livestreamed
election night watch parties on campus and the announcement of LeBlanc as
University president in January.
Officials have used social media over the last few
years to keep up with student
requests and address complaints. GW also expanded
its social media presence to
include Snapchat in 2015.
Manfra said using social
media helps to enable “meaningful engagement” between

graduates and the alumni relations office.
“We leverage the reach
and tone of social media to
evoke nostalgia – through
photos and videos – share
University news, promote
alumni
accomplishments,
invite alumni to events, answer questions about benefits and services and connect
our worldwide community
of Colonials,” he said.
Digital marketing experts
said universities can use different social media outlets,
like Facebook or Twitter, to
generate online publicity
and connect with different
populations, like prospective
students and alumni.
Carol Duan, an international social media associate
at Boston University, said
Facebook Live streams are a
reputation-building tool for
the university.
“We find our alumni
community are very vocal
and active in terms of when
they see this kind of thing
will comment and share this
kind of content,” she said.
Sarah Kaczmarek, a professor of digital communications at Georgetown University, said social media
can be used to keep alumni
engaged in university happenings by announcing
events and delivering campus news.
She added that utilizing
social media can help prospective students – who are
applying to more colleges
than ever before – better picture themselves on campus.
“It obviously might give
you more insight into what
life might actually be like
on campus or at different
events that you wouldn’t
have otherwise,” she said.

GW
club
sports
teams might need to
look for a new place to
practice.
The National Park
Service introduced a
pair of proposals earlier
this month that would
ban recreational activities on much of the National Mall and charge
sharply higher rental
rates for other fields on
the Mall and in Rock
Creek Park. Presidents
of GW club sports teams
said they fear they
won’t be able to find a
new place to practice
if the proposal passes,
since the Mall is the goto practice location.
There are 35 club
sports teams on campus
and the University only
offers outdoor practice
space on the Mount Vernon Campus, club athletes said.
Michael Litterst, the
chief of communications at NPS, said the
increased rental prices
and closed fields are
only proposals for now
and that NPS is aware
of the impact that the
measures would have
on the D.C. sports community, something NPS
will factor into their final decision on the ban
next year.
The National Mall
grounds – between 3rd
and 17th streets – were
initially closed earlier
this year for turf restoration and are now open
to the public. But NPS
wants to continue that
closure after the overhaul is completed next
year, Litterst told the
Washington Post earlier
this month. NPS’s proposal would also bring
the cost of renting space
from as little as $7 for a
whole season to about
$70 for each two-hour
time block to raise revenue for maintaining
the fields, The Post reported.
The day after the proposals were announced,
leaders of an adult
sports league, D.C. Fray,
launched an online petition demanding open
use of the fields on the
National Mall. The petition had 11,570 supporters as of Sunday.
“We are considering the questions raised
during our outreach

with these groups as we
prepare in the coming
weeks to make a formal
public announcement of
a proposed plan that will
guarantee longstanding
access to athletic fields
in and around the National Mall,” Litterst
said in an email.
NPS has not yet said
why the agency introduced these proposals,
citing a closed-media
policy while the organization accepts public
comment and feedback.
Joseph Hancuch, the
president of GW men’s
rugby club, which practices twice a week on

“

for equipment, referee
costs and bus rentals for
away games for fiscal
year 2018.
Jaimee Kidd, the copresident of the Club
Softball team, said the
organization will occasionally practice on
the Mall “when the
weather is particularly
nice” once or twice a
semester. She said in
situations where the
team can’t schedule a
practice on campus, it
would be concerning
not to have the Mall as
a backup.
“We use it for free as
it is public space right

D.C., as I’m sure you’ve
noticed, doesn’t have large
recreational structure spaces.
So it will definitely put us in a
bind to find another practice
field that is semi-close to
campus.
JOSEPH HANCUCH

PRESIDENT
GW MEN’S RUGBY CLUB

the National Mall, said
if the team can’t practice
there, he doesn’t know
where else they would
go.
“GW already has
about 15 club sports
teams, along with varsity teams, that utilize
the Mount Vernon athletic field and D.C., as
I’m sure you’ve noticed,
doesn’t
have
large recreational structure spaces,” Hancuch
said. “So it will definitely put us in a bind
to find another practice
field that is semi-close
to campus.”
If the rental prices
are raised, Hancuch said
the team would consider paying the new rent,
meaning he would have
to raise money from
team members to afford
the rent practice space.
“I would like to see
that not happen because
any org here at GW very
much has a limited budget to work with,” he
said. “So a rising cost
in renting fields would
definitely impact our
ability to potentially
travel to away games.”
Club sports apply
for funding each year
from the Student Association. Last spring,
the men’s rugby team
was allocated $3,745.54

now, so if this proposal
goes through, we would
probably have to avoid
using it, as we don’t
have an ample amount
of funding to pay to
practice all of the time,”
she said in an email.
Abdul Khuram, the
president of GW Cricket Club, said the cricket
team practices on the
fields or in the Lloyd
Gym at the Mount Vernon Campus, but the
latter is too small to
practice. He said they
need to practice in a
more spacious area outside, but varsity sports
are often given priority
on GW fields, so they
defer to the fields of the
National Mall.
“We get that spot
eight times a semester,
but then again since we
can’t practice outdoors,
since we only get the
Vern field like twice a
year,” Khuram said. “It
is still detrimental, especially to our fielding
aspect of the game.”
He said his team
uses the National Mall
only two to three times
a semester for a full day
of practice.
“The mall was always our backup,” he
said. “If we can’t do
that, then what are we
going to do?”
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WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
The financial relationship between the University and its dining vendors p. 1

FROM GWHATCHET.COM/OPINIONS

As the first pre-rush semester ends, many of the Greek chapters, particularly the fraternities,
should plan to host more events for first-semester freshmen.
—ETHAN SHUCHART, OPINIONS WRITER• published Nov. 16

STAFF EDITORIAL

It’s time for officials to carve out a niche for the Virginia Campus
About a 45-minute shuttle ride away from Foggy
Bottom is an often forgotten
campus that officials are still
struggling to define. But it
has already started to carve
out its own distinct niche,
and it is time for them to invest in it.
Although the Virginia Science and Technology Campus
was built more than 25 years
ago, it is still searching for its
identity. Before leaving office this past summer, former
University President Steven
Knapp said finding an identity for VSTC was one of the
biggest unanswered questions of his tenure. Tucked
away in suburban Virginia
and consisting of mostly graduate and nontraditional students, the campus will never
be fully integrated with the
main campus and it is unrealistic to try to achieve that. But
the fact that it will not become
another Foggy Bottom doesn’t
mean its development should
not become a priority for of-

ficials. GW should better promote the programs VSTC offers and work to improve the
experiences of students there,
like making travel between
the campuses more accessible.
And by further capitalizing on
the campus’s infrastructure
and resources, VSTC can cement its distinct niche among
the student body as a key center for research.
Although VSTC mainly
consists of graduate and nontraditional students, steps
can be taken to improve their
day-to-day experience.
Instead of trying to use
the campus’ proximity to
D.C. as a marketing tactic, officials should advertise VSTC
as a high-tech campus filled
with advanced equipment
that could attract students
interested in areas like cybersecurity, data science and
health sciences. Although
the lack of proximity to D.C.
may deter some students,
the University should still
be promoting the specialized

undergraduate and graduate
programs VSTC offers. The
campus already has five large
research labs and facilities,
and Foggy Bottom does not
have the same infrastructure
due to the lack of space. Officials have also planned to
build three more academic
buildings by 2020. With such
broad resources and facilities,
there are plentiful opportunities for students to do
research – and this message
is what the campus should
capitalize on to draw in more
research-oriented students.
Many students are unaware of the programs VSTC
houses, or that it even exists.
GW needs to be more transparent about programs, such
as the Accelerated Bachelor’s
of Science in Nursing and the
Bachelor’s in cybersecurity,
that are primarily based on
VSTC. When marketing these
programs, it does not make
sense to advertise the D.C. location because Ashburn is in
suburban Virginia.

VSTC might not be in the
city, but it is still in an area
with major technology corporations such as IBM, and
this proximity can be utilized.
Officials developed a 10-year
strategic plan in 2010 that
included intentions to start
new research centers and
academic buildings on VSTC.
The plan also involved increasing resources and facilities for the campus’s nursing,
energy and transportation
safety programs. So far, the
University has built two new
buildings. Despite these set
plans, officials haven’t been
able to establish an identity
or vision for the campus. Leo
Chalupa, the vice president
for research, has said that the
VSTC campus is largely underdeveloped due to lack of
capital funding from the University. But one of his goals
this year that could impact
VSTC is to secure more funding for research using partnerships with corporations
to fund research projects. In

Mono diagnosis at GW means a
semester filled with struggle

I

almost blacked out
when the nurse at
the Colonial Health
Center told me that
my $10 instant blood test
was “a strong positive” for
mono. It was midterms. I
had five tests over the next
four days and it took two
people and a ginger ale to
keep me from fainting off
the examination table from
anxiety. I was prescribed a
high-strength dose of ibuprofen and a steroid for my
pain, but the only thing I
was given for my classes
was a vague, standardized
note that asked my professors to “consider my diagnosis when assessing class
absence and assignment
completion.” Turns out, the
other unwritten symptoms
of mono include low attendance, dropping grades
and falling behind in every
subject.

Sydney
Erhardt
Columnist
My doctor’s note didn’t
offer professors an explanation of my individual case,
which was severe to say
the least: I had a 102 degree
fever, achy joints, splitting
headaches, swollen lymph
nodes and on top of everything, I caught a rare strain
of strep throat. But my professors would never know
that, nor were they required
to accommodate me. Bismark State College classifies mono as a temporary
medical condition so that
students can qualify for services like extra allotted absences, notetakers and even
special testing circumstances during the course of their
illness. To alleviate additional headaches for students
with mono, GW should
integrate similar, low-cost
policies into their Disability
Support Services office so
that a mono diagnosis is not
a GPA death-sentence.
Although the “kissing
disease” seems infamous,
most people don’t actually
understand mono. Mono is
caused by the Epstein-Barr
virus. It is easy to catch and
college campuses seem to
be a breeding ground for
the illness. It is transmitted
through saliva, so anyone
can be infected through a
cough or sneeze, or by sharing glasses and food utensils. More than 95 percent of
adults in the U.S. have been
exposed to Epstein-Barr, but
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Cartoon by Emily Venezky
only 35 to 50 percent of these
adolescents and young
adults ages 10 to 19 develop
symptoms. Symptoms like
fever and sore throat usually
lessen within a couple of
weeks, but extreme fatigue
and painful lymph nodes
can last for months longer.
At the bare minimum, GW’s
mono note should add a
short description of what
mono is and the symptoms
commonly associated with
it so that students don’t need
to educate their professors.
Missing two weeks of
class feels like a lifetime.
My perfect attendance record was tarnished and
consequently, so were my
grades. I’m taking a 7 a.m.
LSPA class this year on highintensity interval training
workouts, and like the name
implies, it’s intense. Despite
the fact many patients with
mono have enlarged spleens
that could rupture unless
they avoid strenuous exercise, it is University policy to
fail students who miss more
than six sessions of an LSPA
class. I don’t plan to fail my
college gym class, but it became a close possibility.
Students with mono
at Drexel University don’t
have to worry about dropping a class due to low
attendance because their
health center provides excused absence notes directly
to professors for students
who will be out of class for
an extended period of time.
Franklin and Marshall College offers the same kind of
policy, and their director of
health services will personally email professors with
the student’s consent. GW
should allow extra excused
absences for students who
are diagnosed with mono,
especially if participating in
class activities could worsen
their condition.
Even in my classes with
“unlimited excused absences,” I was still struggling
to study for tests and quizzes with blank notebooks

and no lecture notes. Very
few of my professors post
daily notes on Blackboard
and classmates around me
weren’t able to give me helpful notes. Texas A&M University’s Counseling and
Career Services Office helps
to prevent students from
falling behind by recruiting
volunteer note takers for
students with temporary
disabilities, which includes
severe cases of mono. GW
already recruits note takers,
but they’re only available
to students who are registered with DSS. Because
this is a pre-existing service,
it would be easy to include
students with mono.
After 23 emails to my
professors, I was able to
schedule makeup tests for
two of my midterms. And
following a few all-nighters
– which were not recommended by my doctor –
I’m very proud of the B’s I
earned. But perhaps if GW
had an alternative-environment testing center, rescheduling would have been less
of a hassle for my professors
and me. At the College of St.
Scholastica, the Center for
Equal Access’ Testing Center can be used by students
who were diagnosed with
illnesses that have longterm effects, like mono. St.
Scholastica’s testing center
is located in their library
and there’s definitely some
unused space in Gelman
Library that could be designated for the same purpose.
At any given time, there
are 11 to 48 cases of mono for
every 1,000 college students,
and symptoms can linger
for weeks and even months.
It’s mid-November and my
health is on the mend, but
my grades are still recovering because GW’s support
for students with mono
needs to consist of more
than just two sentences on a
piece of paper.
—Sydney Erhardt, a senior majoring in international
affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.
Lillianna Byington, editor in chief

of life on the VSTC campus
and provide students more
accessibility to opportunities
on both campuses.
By capitalizing on their
resources, the campus can become more than just a forgotten campus, but also a part of
an overall strategy to grow.
There is also still room
for future growth. In 2013,
GW moved the cybersecurity
and some health science programs from Foggy Bottom to
VSTC. Over the next decade,
additional small, researchoriented graduate programs
– like human paleobiology –
could be moved out to VSTC,
where there is more infrastructure that students and
faculty can utilize.
By capitalizing on their
resources, the campus can become more than just a forgotten campus, but also a part of
an overall strategy to grow,
generate more revenue and
give students unique opportunities Foggy Bottom cannot
always offer.

GW must ensure corporate
funding doesn’t affect research

T

r a d i t i o n a l l y,
research at universities across
the country has
been fi- nanced through
federally funded grants.
And with more universities
like GW trying to increase
their standing in various
research fields, the demand
for federal money is at an
all-time high. Many institutions are turning to alternative sources of funding, but
the University should be
aware of the risks that come
with these options.

Naseem Othman
Writer
Non-defense research
and development spending
has remained fairly constant
over the past few decades,
but competition for federal funding has never been
fiercer. Research grant applications submitted to the
National Institutes of Health
have doubled from 1997 to
2011. Universities have also
increased the number of
grant applications to federal
agencies like the NIH indirectly through increases in
the number of doctoral candidates and faculty members in research fields.
This has left faculty
members in a constant
battle for funding. One of
the ways universities, including GW, are dealing
with the problem of high
competition is by turning
to corporate funding. One
of the University’s primary
goals for its research department this academic year is
to increase corporate agreements with faculty in the
hopes that it will help continue to raise the University’s prominence and reputation as a major research
player. But without proper
and strategic protocol, this
source of funding can come
with significant potential
problems that would compromise potential studies.
To combat this, the University’s lawyers review
contracts to ensure they explicitly outline the relationship between the professor
and the corporation. But
the University can do more.
GW should implement policies and safeguards – like
full disclosure of any and
all conflicts of interest to
prevent the compromising
of studies and maintain impartiality – and then make
those policies available to
the public.
Corporate
funding
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the long term, if GW can expand the campus as well as
establish new research partnerships, VSTC can become
a major draw for students. It
can also be helpful in improving students’ experiences by
offering more academic resources and career development opportunities.
Although VSTC mainly
consists of graduate and
non-traditional
students,
steps can be taken to improve their day-to-day experience. The most vital improvement would be to have
VSTC shuttles run more
often. Right now, shuttles
only leave each campus from
Monday to Friday about six
times a day, only running
once every two to three
hours. There is not currently
any weekend service. The
schedule should be changed
so that shuttles run at least
once every hour during the
week and less frequently
over the weekend. This
would improve the quality

doesn’t have to inherently
be harmful, and when faculty members are unable
to get the funding that they
need from the government,
corporate money is better
than none at all. However,
scientific research should
always only be conducted
for the benefit of the general public. Given the track
record of corporate funded
science, skepticism and hesitation must be the default.
Corporations have a
vested interest in creating
the conditions that will give
them the results they paid
for, and that can compromise the validity of entire
studies. This happened last
December, when a study
funded by the International Life Sciences Institute, which is composed
of companies like Red Bull
and Hershey’s, presented
findings that lessened the
negative effects of sugar intake. That’s what makes this
issue even more complicated. Corporations are able
to hide behind institutions
with generic, noble-sounding names, meaning that
simply disclosing where
research funds are coming
from isn’t good enough.
Industries such as tobacco, oil, food and pharmaceutical have long histories of manipulating science
to deceive the public and
protect their bottom lines,
dating all the way to the early 20th century. In the 1920s,
the gasoline industry started using leaded gasoline to
increase profits while using
pseudo science to claim that
there were no adverse effects, leading to the deaths
of more than 5,000 Americans prior to its ban in 1986.
In another instance, major
tobacco companies funded
biological and epidemiological studies as recently as the
1990’s that would produce
research that downplayed
the adverse effects of secondhand smoke.
Corporations funding
research today haven’t done
much to inspire thoughts of
change and reform either.
Often times, when corporations approach universities
to conduct research, faculty
members are forced to sign
non-disclosure agreements.
These NDA’s make it impossible for the public to
discern any potential biases
or conflicts of interest, since
the researcher isn’t allowed
to disclose anything about
the terms of the contract
regarding their research.
These contracts can also
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dictate everything from the
materials that are allowed
to be used to the kinds of
specific research techniques.
This is why the University
should publicize every corporate grant they receive.
But these roadblocks
are always expected when
dealing with the private
sector. Although it’s the unavoidable side effect to capitalism and privatization, the
University must take action
to combat it.
Leo Chalupa, the vice
president for research, said
while corporate deals help
accelerate projects, officials
often have to “protect” researchers from entering a
contract that could exploit
the faculty member so the
company can profit. When
using corporate money
for research, universities
like GW should create and
publicize a set of standard,
strict and clear guidelines to
preserve scientific integrity.
These guidelines should include full disclosure of any
and all conflicts of interest
and full public availability of findings and research
techniques. Right now, this
information is not accessible
when searching through
GW’s research resources
online. Additionally, there
should be emphasis on
practices such as peer review, where researchers not
involved in the study look
over the study, and deterrents against misconduct.
This would ensure impartiality and that the research
is credible.
By implementing policies like these, GW can ensure the studies they release
are as unbiased and factual
as possible, fulfilling the
true purpose of research
universities. The furthering
of science and academia in
the name of bettering society
must always be the priority
for all faculty and universities. Corporations inherently
have their own goals, and
it’s dangerous to believe that
they’ll ever align with those
of the general public.
If GW feels like it needs
to take corporate funds to
fund their research, so be it.
But we must remain aware
that our quest for industry
pedigree becomes invalid
and harmful when we risk
the corrosion of the scientific practices the public
depends upon to keep findings impartial.
—Naseem Othman, a
freshman majoring in political science, is a Hatchet
opinions writer.
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FOR A TWIST ON TRADITIONAL

FOR A CASUAL CLASSIC

DANGEROUSLY DELICIOUS PIES 675 I St., NW.
Dangerously De- cookies coated in a
licious Pies oﬀers thick layer of chocounique ﬂavors at two late fudge. The slice
shops in D.C. and a is served hot out of
traveling food truck.
the oven, making the
Among the classic chocolate cookies melt
favorites, the shop’s together into a ﬁlling.
stand outs are ﬂavors
For a savory oplike pancake batter for tion that goes beyond
a sweets lover or and anything you could
ratatouille for those make at home, the hot
looking for a meal.
rod potato ($8.50) is
The
Baltimore a thick braided crust
Bomb pie ($6.50) with baked potato
comes in a wide slice pieces and sliced onstuﬀed with Balti- ions laced with melted
more’s famous berger cheese holding it all
cookies – cake-like together.

Arena Stage
Nov. 21 • $40
This politically charged play
runs until the end of December, featuring performances
from four leading women.

OLIVIA ANDERSON | PHOTO EDITOR

FOR AN UPSCALE CLASSIC

KRAMERBOOKS & AFTERWORDS CAFE
1517 Connecticut Ave., NW.

Tucked in the
back of a Dupont
Circle bookstore is a
hole-in-the-wall cafe
serving up sizable
takes on traditional
pies. Top slices on the
menu are, without
hesitation, the goober pie ($7.25) and
the apple crumb pie
($7.75).
The goober pie
features a graham
cracker crust topped
with creamy peanut
butter ﬁlling and rich

NINA SIMONE: FOUR WOMEN

Pies may cover the countertops around Thanksgiving time, but you don’t need to
go home to grab the perfect slice.
If your aunt’s annual Thanksgiving pie doesn’t live up to your home-cooked expectations, or if you want to continue your holiday feast when returning to the District,
then you’re in luck.
Stuff your pie hole and try these pie bakeries around D.C. for slices that satisfy:

JULIA ABRIOLA | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MATT DYNES | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

U Street Music Hall
Nov. 20 • $20
Australian indie-pop outfit
formed by two musical siblings takes on an intimate
show.

JOHN KADELECIK & THE
D.C. MYSTERY CATS

Gypsy Sally’s
Nov. 22 • $30
A portion of proceeds from
this concert goes to D.C.
Central Kitchen.

RELEASED THIS WEEK: ‘GET IT RIGHT’ | DIPLO FT. MØ
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GRAB A SLICE OF D.C. AT
THESE LOCAL PIE SHOPS

SHEPPARD

chocolate ganache.
Softened apples
ﬁll the crumb pie to
the point of overﬂowing and are
covered with crumbly, buttery topping
from brown sugar
and cinnamon. The
pie comes with thick
homemade whipped
cream but for an extra treat, you can order it à la mode with
a scoop of cinnamon
ice cream for an extra
$2.95.

CAYLA HARRIS &
LIZ PROVENCHER
HATCHET EDITORS

SAM HARDGROVE | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

FOR THE SAMPLER

JOE’S SEAFOOD 750 15th St., NW.
Joe’s
Seafood chiﬀon pie is a twist
is known for high on a Thanksgiving
end, pricey steaks classic. The melt-inand seafood, but the your-mouth pumpmenu also supplies kin ﬁlling is coated
10 varieties of fresh- with a thick layer of
ly-baked pie. Only whipped cream then
a 15-minute walk drizzled with maple
from campus, in ad- syrup and sugared
dition to oﬀering walnuts.
delivery and to-go
The Havana pie
options, there’s no is a tres leches-like
excuse not to grab dessert stuﬀed into
a slice of pumpkin a ﬂaky pie crust. The
chiﬀon pie ($9.95) or ﬁlling is a concoction
a Havana dream pie of pound cake and
($8.95).
custard, and dressed
The pumpkin with strawberries.

PIE SISTERS 3423 M St., NW.
Pie Sisters oﬀers a middle that tastes like
variety of classic sweet an Oreo cookie. The
pies, from cherry to personal sized dessert
lemonberry, but what is topped with a dolmakes the shop truly lop of whipped cream
unique is the selec- and crumbled cookies.
tion of sizes oﬀered.
Pie bites are the
Try out a few diﬀerent, most versatile part of
delicious
selections the menu, giving tiny
and opt for their small, tastes of Pie Sisters’
sample size options – ﬂavors baked into thin
a “cuppie” ($3.75) or a crusts. The pie bites
“pie bite” ($1.75).
actually take two or
The cookies and three bites to ﬁnish oﬀ
cream cuppie, served and come in ﬂavors
cool in a cupcake like jumbleberry and
wrapper, has a tough bourbon
chocolate
crust and a gooey pecan.

SECRETS TO UNCOVERING THE DISTRICT’S HIDDEN SPEAKEASIES
JOHN GLASFELD
REPORTER

Prohibition may have
ended in 1933, but not everyone got the message.
With at least a dozen
speakeasies across the District, the locals that ﬂock to
the secretive bars hidden
around the area have the inside scoop. Unless you or a
friend already know about
the place, you’re not likely to
ﬁnd it.
Speakeasies have nestled
themselves into nooks and
crannies all over D.C., but
here are some hints to ﬁnd
three of the hottest ones currently ﬂying under the radar.

The Left Door

When I set out for a night
at The Left Door, I walked

right past the place at least
three times before I ﬁnally
noticed it.
A narrow blue door on an
old brick building at 1345 S St.
NW sat to the right of a tiny
cafe and to the left of an inconspicuous drycleaner. The
only useful clue as to The Left
Door’s location was a mosaic
above the door that spelled
out “Left Door” in red and
orange glass pieces.
The street was almost
eerily quiet, but the minute I
opened the door laughs and
cheers from inside swept me
into the space. Up a steep and
constricted staircase was a
warm and cozy dark wooden
bar with bright lights hanging from the ceiling lighting
up the small room.
The owner, Mick Perrigo,
was serving drinks and queu-

ing up songs by Queen and
ACDC on his iPhone – which
was plugged into a small
speaker – between pours. The
bar top was lined with mason
jars ﬁlled with assorted spices
and ingredients for cocktails.
The signature drinks
aren’t cheap at $16 a glass, but
the upscale, old-fashioned ingredients add to the forbidden aspect of the bar.

Chicken + Whiskey

Behind a counter that
serves meals of South American rotisserie chicken cooked
over charcoal is a speakeasy
hidden in plain sight.
At Chicken + Whiskey’s
speakeasy at 1738 14th St.
NW, the chicken may be
served out in the open, but
you have to explore for a sip
of whiskey. On the way to

SON OF ROCKSTAR TALKS
GROWING UP WITH
CELEBRITIES

stay together as a family – that’s why
we did it,” John Oates said. “We
thought that was important and I
Switching on Spotify or turning think that in retrospect, that was a
on throwback radio is a family aﬀair really good thing. We are very close
for one student who hears his father because we spent so much time together.”
on every classic rock station.
Nowadays, it’s not as easy for the
Tanner Oates, a junior majoring
in systems engineering, is the son of two to spend quality time. But even
1970s rockstar John Oates – known with both Oates’ schedules – Tanner
for starring in the rock duo Hall & being busy as a student and John as
Oates where he played guitar and a musician – they still attempt to see
sang hit songs like “You Make My each other as much as possible, espeDreams” and “Rich Girl.” Due to his cially on holidays like Thanksgiving
eccentric upbringing ﬁlled with tour this upcoming week.
Traveling all around the world
travel and new schools, Tanner Oates
was conscious of his father’s fame – including to countries like Japan,
but said it didn’t aﬀect how he saw Australia, Scotland and New Zealand – and meeting celebrities like
his dad.
“It wasn’t a thing where it was Gene Simmons from Kiss were regular experiences
jaded and sepafor Tanner Oates
rated from me,”
growing up.
Tanner
Oates
I didn’t get to spend
“I didn’t get
said. “It never
a lot of time around
to spend a lot of
phased me too
kids my age but I got
time around kids
much.”
to spend a lot of time
my age but I got
Tanner Oates
grew up outside
around adults and a lot to spend a lot
of Aspen, Co.,
of other musicians too. of time around
adults and a lot of
but much of his
other musicians
childhood was
TANNER OATES
too, which didn’t
spent
travelJUNIOR, SON OF JOHN OATES
really
beneﬁt
ing the country
me until later on
and the world
on tour, making it diﬃcult to keep when I had to deal with adults at the
friends in one area code. When he workplace and things like that,” Tanwasn’t traveling the world with his ner Oates said.
Tanner Oates often wasn’t fazed
dad and mom, he was growing up
on his family’s rescue farm at his by meeting famous and accomColorado home, where his family plished people until his friends startsaved animals like emus and llamas ed asking a lot of questions.
“That gave me anxiety and made
from slaughterhouses.
The rockstar’s son said his trust- me nervous. I kind of just viewed a
ing nature and desire to constantly lot of people as just normal people,”
make new friends sometimes ex- Tanner Oates said.
Though Tanner Oates grew up
posed him to people who have tried
to use him for concert tickets or his surrounded by music and musicians,
he claims the musical gene “skipped
dad’s fame growing up and at GW.
“In D.C., I ﬁnd that there’s more a generation.” He said he never reusing all around,” he said. “Whether ceived pressure to pursue music, but
someone’s father is a senator, or your that didn’t stop him from trying inmother is a diplomat somewhere, ev- struments such as piano, bass, drums
and guitar.
erybody is trying to get stuﬀ.”
“I enjoyed them, but it didn’t
John Oates’ career may have
given his son an atypical childhood, really click for me,” Tanner Oates
but his father said he doesn’t regret said. “If I was a musician, it would
the sacriﬁces, like switching schools be much more distracting profesoften, that were made for them to sionally to have my dad – who he is
– as you’re kind of living under the
travel the world together.
“Our main concern was that we shadow.”

LINDSAY PAULEN
REPORTER

“

the restrooms is a large metal
freezer door at the back of the
restaurant. But unlike most
freezers, you can make out
faint, light glowing from behind the tinted glass window
and hear muﬄed conversations if you’re close enough.
Opening up the freezer
you walk into a backroom
hewn from concrete to unveil
ﬂoors worn by customers and
exposed brick and wood panel walls. The room is brightly
lit by round light bulbs hanging from the ceiling.
The bar stretches down
the length of the room with
about 30 bar stools. Behind
the bar is a shelf lined with 99
diﬀerent brands of whisky to
sample. Above the bar, written in chalk, is the menu. In
addition to ﬁne whiskeys,
bourbons and ryes, there are

plenty of bar bites like chicken strips with whiskey sauce
($7.99), which you have to
show your ID to order, and
yuca potato fries ($3.99).
They oﬀer classic cocktails like Manhattans and
Boulevardiers, but specialize
in signature, top-shelf whiskeys with drinks ranging
from $7 to $24.

The Sheppard

People may look at you
twice for showing up to the
Humble Beast CrossFit gym
dressed for a night out, but
at the end of the lobby you’ll
ﬁnd a person in casual clothes
holding an iPad who knows
why you’re there.
The Sheppard is on the
second ﬂoor of 1337 Connecticut Ave. NW, where a
host greets you in the lobby to

Don’t miss out on
the extraordinary.
Do the unexpected.
Apply by October 1:
peacecorps.gov/apply

insert a special key into the elevator to bring you to the bar.
The small bar is a warm and
dark room where the space’s
only light comes from real
lit candles and brass chandeliers. The walls are coated in
red and the carpet ﬂoor has a
worn burgundy pattern, adding to the victorian mansion
feel of the intimate bar.
Velvet fabric lines small
areas of the walls and furniture, which creates a muﬄed
and sound-proof oasis. The
shades of red and luxurious
fabrics alongside cocktails
with top-shelf liquor create
an upscale atmosphere that
is made unpretentious by the
rowdy atmosphere.
Bartenders at this hole
in the wall rewrite the menu
daily, but specialty drinks are
always served for $12 a glass.
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2017 Paradise Jam
Thursday - Saturday
Women’s basketball hosts
Vanderbilt, Wisconsin and Syracuse
at the Smith Center for the 2017
Paradise Jam.

Las Vegas Invitational
Thursday and Friday
The Colonials face No. 15 Xavier
on Thanksgiving Day and either
Kansas State or Arizona State the
following day.

Volleyball’s seed in the Atlantic 10 tournament as they defeated No. 3 seed Saint Louis
Friday – the first No. 6 seed victory in conference history.

Men’s basketball relies on varied offense in opening week
MATT CULLEN
SPORTS EDITOR

Since its season opener 10
days ago, men’s basketball has
gone 2-1, relying on different
contributors to keep the team
ahead or in contention at each
contest.
Although the Colonials play
only about seven men deep, seven different players have scored
at least nine points in a game and
no one person has led the squad
in scoring in more than one contest. Head coach Maurice Joseph
said the team’s interchangeability and ability to attack in different ways helps make up for its
youth and relative lack of depth
early in the year.
“It’s challenging, you always
want to have depth and we have
to build more depth and get more
guys in there, get more guys acclimated,” Joseph said. “Especially
some of our new young guys, so
we can play them more significant minutes, so we can increase
our bench depth.”
No member of the Colonials
has experience in the scoring
spotlight after former forward
Tyler Cavanaugh’s eligibility
expired last season and the team
lost more than 70 percent of its
offensive production in the offseason.
Coming into the 2017-18 season, senior guard Yuta Watanabe
was expected to take over some
of the lost scoring load as the
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Graduate student forward Bo Zeigler drives to the hoop during men’s basketball’s game against
Hampton Saturday.

only player with more than one
year of experience in Foggy Bottom. He averaged 12.2 points per
game last year, but focused more
on his defensive skills.
In the first game of the season against Howard Nov. 10,
Watanabe embraced the scoring
role and led GW with 19 points
on 8-of-11 shooting from the
field.
Despite Watanabe’s performance, Joseph said he was
pleased to see that other Colo-

nials were able to find the back
of the net against the Bison.
The team took advantage of
a tightly called game and a struggling Howard interior to control
the paint. Graduate student
forwards Patrick Steeves and
Bo Zeigler and sophomore forward Arnaldo Toro each added
double-digit scoring totals in efficient performances.
“We’re not the biggest team
– we know that. We’re not going to grow overnight,” Joseph

said. “But we got to increase our
toughness, our identity on the
glass, if we’re going to be in the
games that I believe we can be in
down the stretch.”
In GW’s loss to Florida
State Tuesday, a repetition of
the strategy against Howard
would not have worked. The
Colonials were outmatched in
the paint and Watanabe struggled to knock down shots, but
they found other ways to keep
the game within striking dis-

tance.
Joseph said the Colonials
adapted to the Seminoles defensive strengths, which allowed
them to cut the differential to 10
points in the second half.
“The way they play top side,
we knew they were going to do
that so at times we back cut them
and got some things going,”
he said after Tuesday’s game.
“When you are scoring so many
points, they can set their pressure
up that is going to allow them to
force 19 turnovers.”
Freshman guard Terry Nolan
Jr. scored a game-high 18 points
in his second college game to
match 18 from sophomore guard
Jair Bolden. The starting backcourt duo was able to get to the
rim, despite GW’s difficulties
sustaining its runs.
Bolden has been the closest the Colonials have to a go-to
scorer thus far. He averages 16.0
points per game and is the only
GW player that has scored double-digits in each outing.
He has played nearly 35
minutes per game – second
behind Watanabe with nearly
38 minutes – a steep jump after
averaging less than 18 minutes
last season. But Bolden, now in
an everyday starting spot, said
he is poised for the increased
role.
“I know the guys and coach
have confidence in me,” Bolden
said. “I’ve been working on
stamina and just being in the best
shape possible so I feel comfort-

Squash tests lineup in weekend losses
ADAM ROSENFELD
REPORTER

Men’s and women’s squash
opened their regular season play
this weekend facing off against
two of the highest-ranked opponents they are set to compete
against this year.
Both sides hosted Trinity –
the No. 1 nationally ranked men’s
team and the No. 3 ranked women’s team – and Princeton – the
No. 8 ranked team for men and
No. 4 for women.
Trinity swept the men 9–0
and defeated the women 8–1
Saturday. Against Princeton the
men’s team fell 6–3 and the women’s team lost all nine matchups
Sunday.
The Colonials, who are
ranked No. 11 on the men’s side
and No. 12 on the women’s side,
came into the matches looking
to serve an upset to their higherranked opponents, head coach
Wendy Lawrence said.
“I would be crazy to say we’re
not looking for a major upset on
either side,” Lawrence said. “But
if that doesn’t happen to be the
outcome then we’re looking to really get some money in the bank
for experience and exposure.”
Senior Ginger Sands pulled
out the sole GW victory against
Trinity, winning three straight
games in a match against Bantams freshman Campbell Brown.
On the men’s side, the strong
play from freshman Mohammad Alterki was a bright spot
for the team despite the loss. The
Mishref, Kuwait native competed
against Trinity junior ThobokiMohohlo, a former professional

able with it.”
The Colonials’ Saturday victory over Hampton was their
lowest-scoring contest of the
year, but featured Steeves and
Bolden combining for 27 points
and sophomore guard Justin
Williams using his athleticism
to find openings in the Pirates
defense.
Williams scored a career-high
nine points during the game and
played 19 minutes – the fifthmost on the team. Joseph said his
showing – although unexpected
after previously tallying just
four career points – was earned
through weeks of hard work.
“At Florida State, he came
in and played four minutes in
what some people call garbage
time,” Joseph said. “He got four
rebounds in four minutes, so he
played hard despite being down
whatever we were down, despite obviously we’re about to
lose a game. That resonates with
me.”
Throughout all three games,
GW has struggled to knock
down shots from distance, shooting a 17-for-61 clip on the season.
With a shorter team, players
said they are looking to become
more consistent from three-point
range so they can spread out
larger defenses.
“We got to keep getting to
the gym,” Bolden said. “Keep
getting shots up and keep having confidence with one another
and taking better quality shots.”

Men’s water polo
wins MAWPC title
MATT CULLEN
SPORTS EDITOR
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Senior Ginger Sands swings at a ball during a women’s squash game against Trinity Saturday.

squash player from South
Africa, losing 3–2 in a tight match.
“Our No. 1, who’s 18 years
old and a freshman, goes to five
with a former pro player, the No.
1 for Trinity, so that was an incredible match,” Lawrence said.
On Sunday, both teams
shifted their attention to Princeton teams with strong returning
cores. The men viewed the day as
a chance to move up in the rankings, senior Oisin Logan said.
The men stayed competitive
throughout the day, taking six of
the nine matches to four games,
and securing wins at the No. 3, 4
and 7 positions.
The women concluded week-

end action with a 9–0 loss to
Princeton but were able to push
two of the nine matches to four
games.
The games were the first time
that this year’s teams got a meaningful look at how their freshmen
were adjusting to Division I play.
Both rosters were shaken up this
year as the women welcomed six
new players in the offseason and
the men’s side brought in five.
“They’ve integrated really
well,” Logan said. “There’s not a
lot of cliques which is great, and
they’ve all been developing really
well.”
The women’s team’s co-captain, senior Mary Jo Mahfood,

said the team’s exhibition wins
against Navy Junior Varsity last
weekend gave the freshmen a
feeling of self-confidence, preparing for their first regular-season
games.
“Going into that exhibition
match against the Navy JV team
was definitely a huge accomplishment for them,” Mahfood
said. “It just showed how hard
we’ve been working all season
and I think it gave us a confidence boost.”
The Colonials return to action
against Virginia Nov. 28 at home.
The women’s team is set to play
at 4 p.m. and the men’s team at 6
p.m.

Men’s water polo defeated Wagner Sunday
afternoon to win its first
conference championship
in program history.
The No. 2 seeded
Colonials (17-11) defeated the No. 4 seeded
Seahawks (14-17) 8–5 in
Annapolis, Md. to secure the MAWPC title
behind three goals from
sophomore utility player
Atakan Destici.
The Colonials scored
five unanswered goals in
the first quarter and led
6–4 at the half. Both GW
goaltenders made 10 saves
on the afternoon and the
Colonials did not allow
Wagner to score in the final quarter.
Sophomore
center
Andrew Mavis, who
scored 10 goals in the
tournament, was named
the tournament’s Most
Valuable Player. And
freshman utility player
Andras Levai, who tallied 11 goals and five
assists on the weekend,
was named Rookie of the
Tournament.
In order to make it to
Sunday’s matchup, GW
picked up two close victories earlier in the tournament. The Colonials defeated Gannon 10–7 in the
quarterfinal Friday after

leading by only one goal
in the fourth quarter. Six
different Colonials scored
during the game and eight
picked up at least one
steal.
GW then bested Fordham 16–15 in overtime in
the semifinal game Saturday after Mavis scored
the game-winning goal
with just five seconds remaining. The Colonials
trailed the Rams by five
goals in the second half,
but scored six of the next
seven goals to tie up the
contest.
The Colonials have
now reached the final
game of the MAWPC
tournament for two consecutive years – the only
two years they have been
in the conference. They
fell to Bucknell by six
goals in the last game of
2016.
Wagner
defeated
Bucknell – this year’s No.
1 seed – in the semifinal
of the conference tournament Saturday.
The Colonials are the
second GW team to win
a conference championship after sailing won the
Middle Atlantic Intercollegiate Sailing Association
women’s fall dinghy in
October.
The Colonials will
now advance to the
NCAA tournament to
conclude their season.

