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Faculty call for 
ban on tobacco-
funded research

Offi cials work with student leaders to 
create eco-friendly investment fund

Faculty in the public 
health school are push-
ing the University to ban 
research funded by major 
tobacco companies, fear-
ing that the funding will 
impede the independence 
of the school’s projects.

Public health profes-
sors in the Faculty Senate 
have introduced a resolu-
tion, which is currently 
under consideration by 
the senate’s executive 
committee, to bar anyone 
associated with GW from 
accepting tobacco money 
for research. Faculty say 
tobacco companies have 
a fraught history of using 
research funding to skew 
medical projects at univer-
sities away from the dan-
gers of tobacco products.

James Tielsch, a pro-
fessor and chair of the de-
partment of global health, 
initially raised the issue of 
tobacco-funded research at a 

Faculty Senate meeting last 
month. Without a Univer-
sity-wide policy on the sub-
ject, Tielsch said he would 
spearhead a resolution call-
ing for a ban across schools.

“It is a statement about 
what we consider as a re-
jection of the attempt to 
manipulate research for 
the benefi ts of a select in-
dustry,” Tielsch said in an 
email. “It demonstrates we 
are committed to objective 
and independent research 
by our faculty, students 
and staff .”

As departments within 
universities, namely in 
health sciences, opt to re-
ject funding from these 
companies, experts said 
faculty have begun to 
press for more sweep-
ing university-wide bans 
across the country. The 
debate is part of a long-
running ethical dispute in 
research fi elds, as faculty 
are often forced to walk a 
tightrope between receiv-
ing money for their proj-
ects and maintaining inde-
pendence.

At last month’s Fac-
ulty Senate meeting, Lynn 
Goldman, the dean of the 
Milken Institute School 
of Public Health, said the 
school adopted an em-
bargo on accepting money 
from tobacco companies 
as part of a partnership 
with the Truth Initiative, 
an anti-smoking nonprofi t 
organization.

Some public health 
professors said the unof-
fi cial policy curbs ethical 
issues around accepting 
tobacco money, eliminat-
ing a perception that re-
searchers endorse prod-
ucts proven to carry severe 
health risks.

Tielsch said a draft of 
the resolution has been 
completed and was sub-
mitted to the Faculty Sen-
ate’s executive committee 
two weeks ago. He said 
the tobacco industry has 
historically used research 
to misconstrue the risk 
of tobacco products and 
divert expert attention to 
other subjects.

“There is a long his-
tory of the tobacco indus-
try funding researchers at 
academic institutions and 
at industry-founded insti-
tutes that is designed to 
cast doubt on legitimate 
research fi ndings and to 
misdirect public health ef-
forts on tobacco control,” 
he said.

Tielsch said the Truth 

Initiative, which supports 
policies designed to re-
strict tobacco use, is help-
ing to develop the Univer-
sity-wide policy.

Leo Chalupa, the vice 
president for research, 
said that while the Univer-
sity does not have a broad 
policy on tobacco fund-
ing, rules with the Offi  ce 
of the Vice President for 
Research already allow of-
fi cials to review funding 
sources when they could 
impact the independence 
of a professor or research-
er. Offi  cials may limit ac-
cess to the results of spon-
sored research if there are 
ethical concerns, he said.

Chalupa said GW’s 
Offi  ce of Sponsored Proj-
ects reviews all sponsor 
agreements to make sure 
a sponsor does not infl u-
ence a faculty member’s 
academic freedom.

“The University would 
not accept funding from 
any sponsor whose goals 
run contrary to the Uni-
versity’s code of conduct,” 

Chalupa said in an email.
He declined to say 

whether the University 
would consider changing 
its policies if a resolution 
were to pass.

Major tobacco compa-
nies have been accused of 
using research to benefi t 
their bottom lines. In 2004, 
Duke University’s Center 
for Smoking Cessation re-
ceived $37 million for a de-
cade-long research project 
from tobacco giant Phillip 
Morris USA.

Offi  cials from Phillip 
Morris USA did not re-
turn multiple requests to 
comment. In the past the 
company has said its in-
volvement in research is 
not about public relations 
and that all projects are 
conducted by third parties 
without company review 
of fi ndings.

Rajiv Rimal, a pro-
fessor and chair of pre-
vention and community 
health, said the ban should 
extend past the public 
health school to become 
a University-wide policy 
because no department 
should accept money from 
an industry that makes 
products proven to be ma-
jor health hazards.

The public health 
school houses a tobacco 
research consortium for 
experts from universi-
ties across the District, 
including Howard and 
American universities. As 
a University that is active 
in examining the eff ects of 
tobacco and the activities 
of the tobacco industry, it 
would be a confl ict of in-
terest to accept their fund-
ing, Rimal said.

“Use of the product 
actually kills people, so in 
the school of public health 
– where our mission is to 
save lives – this is com-
pletely antithetical to who 
we are and what we do,” 
he said.

Michael Darden, an as-
sociate professor of health 
policy and management, 
said he doesn’t support 
an outright ban because 
the acceptance of tobacco 
money shouldn’t matter 
“if the peer review process 
identifi es quality science 
and has full disclosure of 
funding.”

“The reality is that in 
public health, especially 
where all research needs 
to be funded, that’s the in-
centive model for faculty,” 
Darden said. “We need to 
have this debate.”

The Board of Trustees 
agreed to create a $2 million 
environmentally friendly 
investment fund this month 
– the fi rst time offi  cials have 
moved to directly address 
student demands for a more 
sustainable investment port-
folio.

The fund, to be announced 
Monday, will invest a small 
portion of the University’s 
$1.7 billion endowment in 
sustainable companies, with 
all profi ts being funneled 
into student fi nancial aid, of-
fi cials said. Student leaders, 
who helped create the fund, 
said it’s a step toward mak-
ing GW’s investments more 
socially conscious after years 
of student advocacy for GW 
to divest from fossil fuel com-
panies.

Logan Malik, the Student 
Association’s vice president 
for undergraduate student 
policy, said he initially pro-
posed the idea of a sustain-
able investment fund to SA 
leaders in September after 
searching for a path forward 
on the campaign to divest 
from fossil fuels – a proposal 
administrators have rejected. 
He said the move, a result of 
partnerships with offi  cials 
across multiple departments, 
indicates a “very real step” 

toward a re-evaluation of 
University investments.

“It’s the fi rst time in histo-
ry that students have aff ected 
the overall investments of the 
endowment, so just making 
that fi rst step is why this is re-
ally signifi cant,” Malik said.

The money for the fund 
was set aside from the Uni-
versity’s endowment – the 
fi nancial foundation, com-
prised mostly of investment 
income, that funds major 
campus projects and academ-
ic priorities. The endowment 
grew by more than 10 percent 
last fi scal year.

Malik said he worked 
with several administrators 
in the sustainability offi  ce, 
the treasury management 
department and the Board of 
Trustees to make the proposal 
a reality last semester. He said 
offi  cials eagerly got on board 
with the plan because of the 
fund’s opportunities to in-
volve student activists.

The fund was initially 
approved by the Board of 
Trustees’ subcommittee on 
endowment and investments 
last month, and the decision 
was confi rmed at the Board’s 
meeting Feb. 8.

“They were excited about 
the fact that there was going 
to be a change in the culture 
of giving here at GWU – not 
by divesting in something 
but from positively investing 

in putting our community’s 
eff orts into something that 
can really show our commit-
ment to change,” he said.

In 2015, the SA Senate 
approved a referendum al-
lowing students to vote 
on whether the University 
should divest from its hold-
ings in fossil fuel companies. 
In SA elections that year, 
more than 70 percent of vot-
ers cast ballots in favor of 
divestment, which admin-
istrators quickly shot down, 
saying that divestment is not 
part of the University’s in-
vestment strategy.

GW does not release de-
tails – like whether money is 
invested in fossil fuel compa-
nies – of its investment port-
folio.

In 2016, the senate backed 
the referendum results, 
voting in favor of a resolu-
tion supporting divestment 
because senators said the 
move was needed to combat 
climate change. Fossil Free 
GW, a student organization 
supporting climate activism, 
formed to rally for fossil fuel 
divestment and launched 
regular protests outside 
Board of Trustee meetings.

Malik, who has partici-
pated in Fossil Free GW over 
the last several years, said the 
money hasn’t been invested 
in the new fund yet because 
the University’s fi nancial ad-

vising company, Strategic In-
vestment Group, fi rst needs 
to evaluate where to send the 
funds for a return. He said the 
$2 million will be invested by 
late March.

The group will evaluate 
which companies to invest in 
using environmental, social 
and governance criteria – a 
set of standards evaluating 
aspects like a company’s en-
ergy use, waste and pollution 
to assess if organizations are 
socially responsible, Malik 
said.

Meghan Chapple, the di-
rector of the Offi  ce of Sustain-
ability, said offi  cials decided 
on the $2 million fi gure be-
cause it crossed the “thresh-
old at which you can have a 
fi nancially meaningful fund.” 
She said profi ts from the fund 
will be directed toward the 
University’s $297 million fi -
nancial aid pool.

“It was another thing that 
the students brought to the 
table, and the idea of support-
ing future generations and 
their education really aligns 
with the idea of sustainability 
and creating a more sustain-
able world in the future,” she 
said.

Student leaders also said 
they are planning to create 
a matching donation, where 
the University would take an 
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The Trump administra-
tion is proposing to eliminate 
a District-wide federal tuition 
aid program in its budget 
blueprint for next fi scal year 
– sparking an eff ort by city 
leaders to save it.

The D.C. Tuition Assis-
tance Grant program, which 
provides fi nancial relief to 
students from D.C. study-
ing at universities in the Dis-
trict and around the country, 
would be phased out if Con-
gress passes President Don-
ald Trump’s proposed bud-
get for the 2019 fi scal year.

Students receiving the 
grant said the program is es-
sential for encouraging D.C. 
high school students of all 
backgrounds to continue 
their education and revoking 
it would dissuade D.C. stu-
dents from pursuing a college 
degree. Those students said 
the program is vital to pay 
their cost of attendance be-
cause, in a city without major 
public universities, the grant 
is their version of an in-state 
tuition discount.

The program provides up 
to $10,000 in grants to indi-
vidual students from D.C. at-
tending universities outside 
of the District and $2,500 for 
students attending D.C. insti-
tutions.

Laurie Koehler, the vice 
provost for enrollment man-
agement and retention, said 
it is too early in the federal 
budget process to know the 
grant program’s future, but 
the University is “monitor-
ing” the budget and working 
on “alternative aid awards” 
for students assisted by the 
grant this year who may not 
receive it next year.

Koehler said “nearly all” 
undergraduate students at 
GW who were D.C. residents 
in high school received fund-
ing from the program this 
academic year. There are 352 
undergraduates from D.C. at 
GW this year, according to 
the Offi  ce of Institutional Re-
search and Planning.

It remains unclear wheth-
er the program will be elimi-
nated because Congress must 
fi rst approve Trump’s pro-
posals. The Trump admin-
istration proposed a host of 
spending cuts last year that 
Congress did not include in 
its fi nal budget, according to 
a report in The Atlantic.

“In the past 15 years as 
the program has expanded, 
the D.C. TAG program has 
opened doors to D.C. resi-

dents who may not have 
otherwise been able to aff ord 
to attend the college of their 
choice for fi nancial reasons,” 
Koehler said in an email.

Offi  cials have sought to 
recruit students from the Dis-
trict to GW in recent years 
through full-ride scholar-
ships and partnerships with 
nonprofi t organizations.

D.C. TAG has funded 
26,000 students from all eight 
wards since its inception in 
1999, and it now helps to fund 
D.C. students at more than 
300 colleges and universities 
across the U.S., according to 
an emailed statement from 
D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser 
last week.

The program had a $40 
million budget last fi scal year, 
according to The Washington 

Post. Bowser condemned the 
proposal to defund the pro-
gram saying it would limit 
opportunities for promising 
students from the District.

“It is unfathomable that 
any leader working to build 
a safer, stronger and more 
competitive country would 
choose to cut a program like 
this rather than expanding 
it,” she said in the release.

The Bowser administra-
tion launched a #SaveDC-
TAG petition earlier this 
month after Trump’s budget 
blueprint was released, call-
ing on Congress to fully fund 
the program next fi scal year, 
which begins Oct. 1.

Zach Leibell, a press sec-
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Adel Hassen, a sophomore majoring in business administration who receives money from the 
grant, said the proposal to defund the program re� ects how little education is valued by the Trump 
administration.

Students, city leaders back D.C. tuition 
program cut in Trump’s proposed budget

$1.73 BILLION
SIZE OF GW’S ENDOWMENT

3 YEARS
AMOUNT OF TIME SINCE 
STUDENTS VOTED FOR 

FOSSIL FUEL DIVESTMENT

$17.3 MILLION
STUDENT LEADERS’ GOAL FOR THE FUND

Use of the product actually kills 
people, so in the school of public 
health – where our mission is 
to save lives – this is completely 
antithetical to who we are and 
what we do.
RAJIV RIMAL
CHAIR, PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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Ivanna Perez and her father, Joseph, check out a seahorse ice sculpture at the Fire & Ice Festival at The Wharf Saturday.

In a city with an HIV crisis, GW 
researchers work to find cure, treatment

Amid piles of papers and 
glass beakers tucked away on 
the sixth floor of Ross Hall, 
researcher Michael Bukrin-
sky and his team peer into 
microscopes as they work to 
find a cure for HIV.

Bukrinsky’s lab includes 
two separate rooms in the 
medical school’s main build-
ing where HIV samples are 
placed under fume hoods – 
large machines that analyze 
how the virus behaves. The 
results are scrutinized in a 
room next door.

Bukrinsky is one of more 
than 20 faculty who study 
HIV at GW, working on proj-
ects ranging from finding 
better avenues for treatment 
to directly seeking to develop 
a cure. Researchers said they 
hope their work with the 
disease can lead to lifesaving 
breakthroughs in a city where 
AIDS has long been a press-
ing public health crisis.

D.C. has one of the high-
est rates of HIV in the coun-
try. One in 13 adults living in 
the District are at risk of being 
exposed and diagnosed with 
the virus, according to a 2017 
report from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, though new cases in the 
District have declined sharp-
ly in recent years.

In October, a group of pub-
lic health researchers at GW 
conducted a study on HIV 
in the District, identifying 15 
subtypes of the virus spread-
ing in the D.C. community.

In 2016, the University 
received a $5.7 million grant 
from the National Institutes 
of Health to examine ways 
to boost the immune system 
to ward off the virus in hopes 
of progressing toward a cure. 
The project involves 17 labs, 
partners and institutions.

Bukrinsky, a professor of 
microbiology, immunology 
and tropical medicine, said 
he has been in the HIV field 
for almost 30 years and looks 
specifically at cardiovascular 
and cognitive diseases that 

are associated with the virus. 
He compares how the virus 
behaves in human cells with 
how it reacts when brain slic-
es from mice are treated with 
the virus to focus on the im-
pact HIV has on neurocogni-
tive functions of the brain and 
the cardiovascular system.

“I believe that by finding 
the causes we will be able to 
find the cure,” he said.

But he said his research 
could also develop treat-
ments to reduce the negative 
impacts on the immune sys-
tem and the brain plaguing 
patients living with HIV.

“The cure is an ideal situ-
ation, but it appears that it’s 
unlikely we will design a 
strategy that will allow us 
to cure infected people,” 
Bukrinsky said.

Five years ago, Ruth 
Hunegnaw, a 2016 alumna, 
began working in Bukrin-
sky’s lab. Building off a pre-
vious study, she was able to 
identify a means to prevent 
the virus from disrupting 
how the body processes cho-
lesterol, a finding that served 
as a small breakthrough in 
treatment.

“It was definitely exciting 
to see the project come full 
circle,” she said.

Catherine Bollard, a 
professor of immunology, 
microbiology and tropical 
medicine and pediatrics, said 
she has spent almost 20 years 
developing therapies to bol-
ster t-cells, cells that attempt 
to ward off viruses, in HIV 
patients. She said t-cells – one 
of the primary immune cells 
in the body that fight disease-
causing pathogens – are the 
first targets of HIV infection.

She said her lab is ap-
plying the “kick and kill” 
technique, where t-cells are 
combined with other factors 
to wake up a dormant virus 
and then kick it out of the cell 
before it spreads elsewhere. 
She said she expects to give 
healthy t-cells from donors to 
patients after early bone mar-
row transplants in the hopes 
of arriving at a long-term cure 
that could save thousands of 
HIV-infected patients.

“HIV is always chang-
ing,” she said. “And so if we 
can develop a t-cell therapeu-
tic that will target HIV or ef-
fect of the strain of the HIV 

virus, then that’s important.”
Undergraduate and grad-

uate students are also partici-
pating in discussions about 
combatting HIV and AIDS.

In December, the medical 
school held its annual Clini-
cal Public Health Summit on 
HIV/AIDS, where first-year 
medical students attended 
lectures on the disease and 
how they could make their 
mark on the public health 
landscape.

Imtiaz Khan, another pro-
fessor of microbiology, immu-
nology and tropical medicine, 
said focuses on the patient’s 
immune system and how the 
virus interacts with it.

He added that finding a 
cure should not necessarily 
be the top priority for HIV re-
searchers because the process 
will be long, and with the 
epidemic growing, it is more 
important to give patients vi-
able treatments rather than 
shooting for a cure.

“HIV, like diabetes, is an-
other chronic disease where 
you have been able to control 
it, but you may not be able 
to completely eradicate it,” 
Khan said.

CAITLYN PHUNG
REPORTER
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Michael Bukrinsky, a professor of microbiology, immunology and tropical medicine, is one of more than 
20 faculty who study HIV at GW.

CRIME LOG
THEFT II/FROM BUILDING
2/14/2018
Unknown - Unknown
Science and Engineering Hall
Case Closed
A faculty member reported to the University 
Police Department that two textbooks were 
stolen from a shelf inside his office. There were 
no forced entry marks. He reported seeing the 
books before winter break and noticed they 
were missing Feb. 13.
No suspects or witnesses

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
2/15/2018 – 11:18 p.m.
University Mall
Case Closed
UPD responded to a report of an unknown 
male subject throwing bottles at pedestrians. 
Officers searched the surrounding area but did 
not find the individual.
No suspects or witnesses

SEXUAL ASSAULT
2/17/2018 – 3 a.m.
Unknown
Case Closed 
An individual reported a sexual assault to a 
campus security authority. No police report 
was filed.
No further action

DRUG LAW VIOLATION, FIREWORKS 
(POSSESSION/DISCHARGE)
2/18/2018 – 3:56 p.m.
Thurston Hall
Case Closed
While on patrol, a UPD officer detected a 
suspicious odor. GW Housing conducted an 
administrative search that yielded drugs, drug 
paraphernalia and fireworks.
Referred to Division of Student Affairs

THEFT I/BICYCLES
2/19/2018 – 5:59 a.m.
Public Property on Campus (2100 Block of I 
Street, N.W.)
Case Closed
A student reported that his bicycle was stolen 
from the bike rack on the I Street side of Dis-
trict House.
No identifiable suspects

—Compiled by Brooke Migdon

Fund follows 
divestment push
equal amount of money 
from the endowment for 
every dollar that is donat-
ed to the sustainable fund. 
Chapple said GW has no 
firm plans for a matching 
donation yet because the 
project hasn’t been imple-
mented.

She said the fund isn’t 
a direct response to calls 
to divest from fossil fuels, 
but that Fossil Free GW 
was “certainly an impor-
tant voice at the table.” 
She said divestment isn’t 
the only way to address 
climate change and that 
this fund is another way 
to demonstrate GW’s 
commitment to sustain-
ability.

“Universities are 
where young people 
come to learn, you are the 
future, so I think it sends 
a message to people that 
this is how the future 
thinks and this is what the 
future values,” Chapple 
said.

She added that given 
the size and structure of 
GW’s endowment, a sus-
tainable investment fund 
was the right move for 
the University, though the 
trend of having similar 
funds at other universities 
is relatively rare.

Schools like the Uni-
versity of British Colum-
bia, Middlebury College 
and Brown University 
also have sustainable in-
vestment funds that use 
similar eco-friendly crite-
ria.

SA Executive Vice 
President Sydney Nelson 
said she hopes the fund 
will grow over the next 
several years. Both she 
and SA President Peak 
Sen Chua supported fos-
sil fuel divestment in their 
platforms last year.

She said the fund 
can inspire students and 
alumni to donate more 
to the University, since 
their donations would be 
invested in sustainable 
initiatives and the success 
of the fund goes back to 
students.

“Student aid is a really 

powerful vehicle to ensur-
ing that other students 
can join us here at GW, 
and we’re creating kind of 
this future generation, so 
we’re also invested in the 
future of GW and the en-
vironment,” Nelson said.

Although the fund 
doesn’t accomplish direct 
divestment from fossil 
fuel companies, Chua said 
that University dollars are 
being funneled into a sus-
tainable initiative “that 
reflects the values of stu-
dents.” He added that he 
hopes the fund is expand-
ed to represent 1 percent 
of the entire endowment 
– about $17.3 million.

“It makes sense to 
protect our environment, 
it makes sense to find 
more efficient ways to 
reduce energy and to col-
lect energy,” Chua said. 
“We, as students, should 
ensure that those ide-
als and those trends and 
those patterns are reflect-
ed in our endowment.”

Leaders of the fossil 
fuel divestment move-
ment said the fund is 
a step toward a more 
sustainable GW, but the 
overall budget for the 
fund is relatively small 
and they plan to still 
push for divestment 
from fossil fuel compa-
nies.

Nikolas Michael, a 
member of Fossil Free 
GW’s coordinating com-
mittee, said the group 
was updated as SA lead-
ers pursued the fund and 
ensured that “the vision 
stayed true to what they 
originally wanted to do.” 
But he said there is still 
more work the SA and 
Fossil Free GW can do.

“We’ve been commu-
nicating to the adminis-
tration basically the en-
tire time we’ve run this 
campaign, and it’s been 
basically stonewalled 
at every turn,” Michael 
said. “The SA kind of 
felt that this was the only 
give they could get from 
the University in this re-
gard, and I think it’s an 
important symbolic vic-
tory for us at least.”

From Page 1

Proposed cut worries students from D.C.

retary for Bowser, said Fri-
day that the petition has at-
tracted about 10,000 signa-
tures so far.

Students who receive 
funding from the program 
said they were in disbelief 
when they initially found 
out the grant could be elim-
inated because it’s a crucial 
source of financial aid.

Nakfana Gidey, a soph-
omore majoring in inter-
national affairs, said she 
thought it was a joke when 
she first heard the program 
might be slashed because it 
has been a “given” for her 
whole life.

“I’m still kind of in deni-
al,” Gidey said. “Congress 
is making all the decisions 
for us, but we’re kind of in 
this grey area where our 
rights aren’t really being re-
spected especially when it 
comes to college.”

Without the grant, she 
said she isn’t sure how she 
will pay for school, and 
that this decision will deter 

other students – especially 
those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds – from pursu-
ing higher education.

“D.C. TAG, it’s just 
something that barely lev-
els out the playing field,” 
she said. “How are we go-
ing to get to school if we 
can’t pay for it?”

The proposed cut comes 
as Congress also phases out 
the Perkins Loans program, 
a major source of federal 
aid for students.

Adel Hassen, a sopho-
more majoring in busi-
ness administration who 
receives money from the 
grant, said the administra-
tion’s proposal to defund a 
program that sends mostly 
underprivileged students 
to college reflects how little 
education is valued by the 
Trump administration.

“It really comes as a 
shock to me that this coun-
try would defund in edu-
cation when we are clearly 
falling behind other coun-
tries,” Hassen said.

Senators have publicly 
stated the program didn’t 

“live up to expectations” 
because the college gradu-
ation rate within six years 
among D.C. TAG students 
was 51 percent – nine per-
cent below the national av-
erage, the Washington Post 
reported. But the six-year 
graduation rate for grant 
recipients has increased 
from 43.3 percent in 2004, 
according to government 
data.

Statistics from the D.C. 
Office of the State Superin-
tendent show that students 
who receive funding from 
the grant are more likely to 
graduate within six years 
than college students from 
the District who aren’t sup-
ported by the program.

“You’re comparing D.C. 
kids to the rest of the coun-
try when you should be 
comparing them to the rest 
of the D.C. public school 
kids,” Hassen said.

Sophia Gutierrez, a 
sophomore psychology 
major, said the program 
took care of all textbook ex-
penses for her this academ-
ic year and that if the pro-

gram is defunded, students 
who can’t afford higher 
education now face another 
limitation.

“It’s one less tool that 
they will have accessible 
to them to be able to allow 
them to succeed,” she said.

Gutierrez said she could 
probably take on a job to 
cover textbook expenses if 
the program is defunded, 
but many of her friends 
might not be able to return 
to school.

Robert Kelchen, a fi-
nancial aid expert and as-
sistant professor at Seton 
Hall University, said a tu-
ition program is especially 
important for lower income 
students who would oth-
erwise struggle to afford a 
college education. But he 
said given the nature of the 
budget process, it’s unlike-
ly Congress will defund it.

“It just highlights how 
complicated the relation-
ship is between the District 
of Columbia and the fed-
eral government,” he said.

—Lizzie Stricklin contrib-
uted to reporting.

From Page 1



NEWSTHE GW HATCHET FEBRUARY 26, 2018 • Page 3

Graduate student Tom-
my Elms barely remembers 
his commencement ceremo-
ny, even though it was just 
last spring.

Elms said he was in so 
much pain from a herniated 
disc in his back – the result 
of his time in the U.S. Navy 
four years ago – that the 
events of the day were a blur. 
The disc sent stabbing pain 
running up and down his 
leg. It was difficult for him 
to sit through classes, and he 
had to take his final exams 
standing up, he said.

He was seen by a pri-
mary care physician at an 
off-campus clinic run by the 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs in the fall of 2016, 
but he wasn’t able to get 
scheduled surgery and was 
only prescribed Motrin – an 
over-the-counter anti-flam-
matory drug – for the pain. 
He waited out his injury for 
eight months using pain kill-
ers and taking an off-campus 
pain management class.

“It cost me eight months 
of my life,” Elms said.

Two student veterans are 
seeking to create a partner-
ship between GW’s Student 
Healthcare Program and the 
Office of Military and Vet-
eran Student Services allow-
ing injured student veterans 
to receive the same health-
care benefits at GW that 
they would from the federal 
government. Organizers of 
the effort said it would help 

veterans with service-related 
disabilities skip lengthy wait 
times for off-campus prima-
ry care.

Veterans H.W. Floyd, 
a student in the Graduate 
School of Political Manage-
ment, and Nicole Serafino, a 
junior in the Milken Institute 
School of Public Health, will 
meet with University Presi-
dent Thomas LeBlanc March 
1 to ask him to provide a free 
health care plan for student 
veterans with service-related 
disabilities in addition to the 
federal tuition benefits they 
already receive.

Currently, the VA pro-
vides veterans with a health 
care plan, but they are forced 
to go to crowded VA-ap-
proved clinics far off cam-
pus to see a doctor. The VA 
has faced heavy criticism in 
recent years for prolonged 
wait times at its clinics na-
tionally.

Floyd said the exact de-
tails have yet to be worked 
out, but he hopes the plan 
will include coverage for 
medical emergencies, rou-
tine check-ups and specialist 
care. Currently, the student 
health care plan includes 
physical exams, prescription 
drugs and testing for sexu-
ally transmitted diseases. 
The voluntary annual plan 
charged students more than 
$4,000 this year, according to 
information on the Colonial 
Health Center’s website.

Floyd, who served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, said the 
new partnership will not 
only help veterans on cam-

pus who face long wait times 
to get appointments for their 
injuries, but will help GW 
lead the country in offer-
ings for veterans because it 
would be the first of its kind 
in the country.

“It’s George Washington 
University, it’s named after 
the most famous veteran in 
our country, so why aren’t 
we at the forefront of veteran 
issues?” he said.

Floyd said the idea for 
the partnership came from 
a class about government 
committees, and he ap-
proached Serafino about a 

month ago to begin working 
on the proposal. He said the 
pair have been working with 
the veterans office to devel-
op the initiative and hope to 
convince officials to pursue 
the plan beginning next aca-
demic year.

He said there isn’t yet an 
estimate for the cost, but it 
will likely be small because 
of the relatively small num-
ber of veterans on campus. 
There are more than 1,800 
students using veteran bene-
fits at GW, but only a portion 
of them have a service-relat-
ed disabilities, Floyd said.

If the University can’t 
provide funding, Floyd said 
the students will launch a 
fundraiser sometime near 
the end of March to try to 
raise the resources necessary 
to start the partnership.

Andy Sonn, the director 
of the veteran’s office, said 
the office is aware of the ini-
tiative but is waiting for a 
formal detailed proposal to 
fully evaluate the plan.

“We look forward to re-
ceiving the full proposal and 
are happy to support the stu-
dents as they explore their 
initiative with the Univer-

sity,” he said in an email.
He declined to say how 

many veterans at GW have a 
disability service rating from 
the VA. He also declined to 
say how he felt the program 
would benefit veterans on 
campus.

Serafino was recently a 
guest on the radio program 
“Connecting Veterans,” a 
show on WJFK that reports 
on veterans issues, to pro-
mote the effort.

Ariana Escandon, a se-
nior who served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, also has a 
service-related disability – a 
knee injury from her time at 
boot camp. She said it would 
be easier to attend appoint-
ments on campus at a medi-
cal facility that accepts feder-
al benefits and isn’t as slow 
as VA clinics.

“I know people who 
have backs where some days 
it’s just horrible and they 
can’t walk and it does inhibit 
their ability to go to class,” 
she said. “But then it’s not 
very logical to go all the way 
to the VA just for a note that 
says, ‘hey I couldn’t walk to-
day.’”

In recent years, the VA 
has come under fire for long 
wait times for treatment 
across the country. It was 
estimated in a report in 2016 
that more than 300,000 veter-
ans died waiting to be seen.

“If I got hurt right now, I 
would honestly, not unless I 
absolutely couldn’t walk, not 
go to the VA because they 
take forever and it’s far,” she 
said.

Student veterans push to bring federal health benefits to campus
MEREDITH ROATEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

College Democrats educate 
members on key races heading 
into midterm elections

The GW College Demo-
crats are making sure their 
members know who to sup-
port in the upcoming mid-
term elections.

Members of the College 
Democrats’ campaign com-
mittee, a group of roughly 
20 students focused on 
campaign-specific issues 
like town halls and canvass-
ing, presented on upcoming 
gubernatorial and congres-
sional races in 15 states at 
a town hall event Tuesday. 
This was the first of several 
events related to campaign 
issues they plan to host over 
the next several months in 
the leadup to the midterm 
elections.

Organization leaders 
said the student-led events 
will educate members – re-
gardless of their level of 
political knowledge – on 
why members of the Col-
lege Democrats prefer cer-
tain candidates so they can 
make more informed deci-
sions when casting ballots 
in November.

Graham Steinberg, the 
group’s campaign director 
who introduced and orga-
nized the town hall, which 
about 40 students attended, 
said the event focused on 
the most important races in 
districts that could swing 
blue this fall as the party 
looks to recapture both 
houses of Congress.

“Throughout the year, 
the mission of the cam-
paign committee and the 
campaign department was 
to educate people on these 
races,” he said. “This was 
obviously an off year, so 
even though last semester, 
we really focused on the 
Virginia elections. Coming 

into this semester we knew 
we had to get started early.”

The 90-minute presenta-
tion cycled through 19 dis-
tricts across the country that 
campaign committee mem-
bers personally chose and 
researched. After giving a 
summary of each candidate, 
each presenter from the 
committee, some of whom 
spoke about races in their 
hometowns, provided their 
recommendation for office 
based on political views, 
past experience and voting 
history.

“We come from such a 
diverse community in terms 
of geography, in terms of 
demographics so I think 
that we have voices here 
that can talk more about 
each of these races and edu-
cate people across the coun-
try on those races,” Stein-
berg said. “We decided the 
best way to do that is to give 
people the opportunity to 
talk about the races that are 
important to them.”

Immediately following 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, the College Democrats 
began a 100-page strategy 
guide on important seats 
for Democratic candidates 
in congressional elections, 
Steinberg said. The orga-
nization also hosted boot 
camp events on canvassing 
and phone banking to help 
members get revved up for 
the 2018 midterms.

This year’s town hall 
served as an introduction to 
races that members can fol-
low on their own through-
out the year, Steinberg said. 
He said there will be a se-
ries of events focusing on 
general party strategy and 
agenda setting, like an event 
March 29 about campaign 
finance reform.

“What I really hope 

from this is that people use 
this as a springboard to do 
their own research,” he said. 
“This is a good starting 
place to get an idea of the 
candidates and races that 
people should be looking 
at.”

Robert Dickson, the or-
ganization’s vice president 
of communications, said the 
events will serve as a means 
to get people involved in 
election campaigns heading 
into the midterm season.

“We have this resource 
of a really strong committee 
that knows all about these 
elections, and they’re able 
to distill it down to a greater 
group of people,” Dickson 
said.

The campaign commit-
tee has been planning the 
town hall since December to 
educate members on races 
they likely wouldn’t know 
much about. Members said 
they hope the town hall and 
other future events will pro-
vide students with a better 
sense of national trends for 
the Democratic Party and 
inspire them to canvass or 
phone bank.

Through events like the 
town hall, College Demo-
crats President Jazmin Kay 
said she wants to improve 
political literacy for all stu-
dents. Whether or not they 
are personally involved in 
politics, Kay said she wants 
to make students aware of 
all races and campaigns – 
not just popular ones – be-
cause every race makes a 
difference for the party.

“College Democrats 
need to be cognizant about 
how we can make sure that 
College Democrats are more 
inclusive for all members re-
gardless of their political ex-
perience or political knowl-
edge,” Kay said. 

KATHERINE ABUGHAZALEH
STAFF WRITER
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Student Association meetings are now filmed by a 360-degree camera and livestreamed to the 
SA’s Facebook page.

SA goes digital to improve 
accessibility to student body

When the Student As-
sociation met Wednesday, 
about 200 students watched 
the meeting through a com-
puter screen – a number 
much higher than the usual 
in-person attendance.

The meeting, filmed 
by a 360-degree camera, 
livestreamed a fish-eye view 
of the senate meeting to the 
SA’s Facebook page, a prac-
tice the group began earlier 
this month. Leaders said the 
livestream is part of a broad-
er SA goal to boost its online 
presence to be more acces-
sible to the student body.

James Harnett, the SA’s 
director of digital policy and 
innovation, said increas-
ing the SA’s online presence 
makes the body more trans-
parent because students can 
stay up to date about the 
initiatives they are work-
ing on and virtually submit 
feedback.

Harnett spearheaded the 
remodel of an online peti-
tioning platform last month 
for students to raise campus 
issues to the SA and led the 
effort to livestream senate 
meetings. He also oversaw 
the relaunch of the SA web-
site last summer, adding tabs 
to include full copies of legis-
lation and meeting minutes 
for the first time.

“We want to engage 
more students in the work 
that we’re doing,” he said. 
“We also want to elicit more 
feedback and more ideas 
from the other 25,000 stu-
dents because we can’t cre-
ate all the good ideas.”

Issues related to audio 
and video have surfaced 
with the use of the 360-de-
gree camera in the last couple 
of meetings, but Harnett said 
SA leaders recently invested 
in higher quality, industry-

standard technologies – in-
cluding a professional cam-
era – to ensure that students 
can view senate meetings on-
line without difficulties.

He declined to say how 
much the camera cost, but 
the model runs for about 
$300 on online outlets.

“The ability to go back 
and actually feel the emo-
tion of a moment or what 
was happening at a meeting 
just beyond the headlines, I 
think is really an important 
way to engage with students 
and was something we real-
ized we could benefit from,” 
he said.

The first livestreamed 
meeting was held Feb. 5 
when senators debated a 
highly anticipated resolu-
tion on campus racism after 
a member of the sorority 
posted a racist Snapchat. The 
livestream peaked at rough-
ly 3,200 simultaneous views.

Harnett added that go-
ing forward, he hopes to add 
more detail to the SA web-
site about what initiatives 
have been worked on, who 
was involved in the creation 
of the initiatives and what 
ways those projects have 
succeeded and failed. 

SA Executive Vice Presi-
dent Sydney Nelson said 
the livestreams increase the 
body’s accessibility – es-
pecially for students who 
don’t spend much time on 
campus – because students 
can “watch their senators at 
work.”

“I think it’s important to 
recognize that the Student 
Association represents not 
only the undergraduate stu-
dents who live on campus, 
but undergraduates who live 
off campus, who still live at 
home, who are commuters 
and the entire graduate pop-
ulation as well,” she said.

The move online has also 
extended to internal senate 

policies and the Joint Elec-
tions Commission – the body 
that oversees SA elections. 
On Friday, the JEC moved to 
allow online and off-campus 
students who live far away 
from Foggy Bottom to collect 
signatures needed to run for 
an SA spot online.

SA representatives are 
set to debate a bill early next 
month allowing online or 
off-campus senators to virtu-
ally participate in SA meet-
ings and vote on legislation 
electronically starting next 
academic year.

Sen. Alvin Lam, SEAS-G 
and the sponsor of the bill, 
said allowing online and off-
campus students to virtually 
participate in senate meet-
ings could inspire students 
who study online or at the 
Virginia Science and Tech-
nology Campus – who likely 
never would have run for 
the SA – to get involved.

“If we can bring those 
students to the SA, I think it 
would give us a lot of good 
opportunities to solve what-
ever academic problems or 
give us more ideas on what 
should we do to make our 
student life better,” he said.

The bill also mandates 
that all SA meetings be 
livestreamed and that a re-
cording of the meeting be 
posted on social media or the 
SA website prior to the next 
meeting.

Sen. Katie Perroots, 
ESIA-G, who co-sponsored 
the bill, said online students 
“don’t have enough of a 
presence on campus” and 
the bill allows them to have 
a larger voice in campus de-
cisions.

“We’re in a digital age al-
ready,” she said. “Almost ev-
erything can be done online 
– you can learn online, you 
can meet with people online 
and communication is just as 
effective online.”

CAYLA HARRIS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Nicole Serafino, a junior in the public health school, is one of two student veterans who will meet 
with University President Thomas LeBlanc to ask him to provide a free health care plan for student 
veterans with service-related disabilities.
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Graham Steinberg, the group’s campaign director who introduced and organized the town hall, 
said the event focused on the most important races in districts that could swing blue this fall.
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“Students lack the knowledge of exactly how to get involved and conduct research 
in the humanities field. This needs to change.”
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It’s common to walk 
around a college campus 
and hear students com-

plain about general educa-
tion requirements. While 
it’s vital to be well-rounded, 
there is a line to be drawn 
on how useful these gen-
eral classes are after a certain 
point.

Students in the Colum-
bian College of Arts and Sci-
ences are required to take an 
additional science with a lab 
on top of the University’s 
lab science requirement. The 
two courses are redundant 
and prevent non-STEM 
students from pursuing 
subjects they’re more pas-
sionate about. The extra sci-
ence forces students to put 
effort into a class they aren’t 
interested in and that likely 
won’t be of any practical 
value, while also prevent-
ing students from taking a 
course more useful to them. 
CCAS should drop the sec-
ond science requirement so 
students only have to take 
one science with a lab..

To fulfill the require-
ments, I’m currently taking 
Contemporary Science for 
Nonscience Majors and last 
semester, I took environ-
mental chemistry that was 
also geared towards non-
science majors. Although I 
found the lecture part of the 
first chemistry class interest-
ing, I was at a loss to find a 
second science course I had 
even a meager interest in. 
Remembering that one of 
the mere 40 classes I will be 
able to take in my four years 
here with such a high tuition 
price tag is being filled by a 
redundant science class is 
frustrating to say the least.

This is especially true 
since I don’t have time to 
explore numerous subjects 
that I’m more interested in 
– like philosophy and his-
tory – in as much depth as 
I want, or perhaps even at 

all. On top of these concerns, 
my class meets three times a 
week with an hour and 50 
minute lab and two 50 min-
ute lecture classes, making 
it difficult to schedule other 
classes around all three obli-
gations.

For both chemistry 
classes I took, I found the 
lab section to be especially 
unworthy of my time. With 
all information taught in the 
lecture and tests based off 
the lectures as well, the lab 
seems extraneous. Although 
the objective of the lab sec-
tion is to teach students how 
to think scientifically, the 
experiments we conduct are 
more akin to the simplicity 
of baking a cake. Students 
follow the lab directions, 
just like a recipe, to get to the 
desired outcome and then 
they write down the num-
bers they get and do basic 
algebra. 

Sometimes questions 
are proposed to encourage 
students to draw connec-
tions with concepts learned 
in class to that week’s ex-
periment, but the discussion 
of these questions typically 
lasts five minutes out of the 
nearly two-hour lab period 
and doesn’t introduce any 
information that couldn’t 
be incorporated into the lec-
ture. 

Laboratory periods gen-
erally teach students how to 
use equipment and conduct 
experiments for when they 
go on to do research in the 
future. For students who 
aren’t going into a science 
field, the lab does very little 
to enrich their class experi-
ence. The time given up to 
attend the lab is a greater 
loss than whatever meager 
benefits can be derived from 

the week’s experiment. The 
few benefits from taking a 
lab are even further dimin-
ished during the second re-
quired lab class, as students 
have already learned how 
to follow the lab manual’s 
instructions and analyze the 
results of an experiment.

Meanwhile, the Elliott 
School of International Af-
fairs doesn’t require a sec-
ond lab science course. Since 
the international affairs ma-
jor also requires students 
take courses in disciplines 
housed under CCAS like 
economics, political science 
and history, it seems ab-
surd to suggest that a career 
in those fields will need a 
greater knowledge of phys-
ics or chemistry than that 
of an international affairs 
major.

Georgetown University 
students have the option of 
choosing two classes from 
a list of math and sciences, 
meaning they could take 
two math and zero science 
courses, two sciences and 
zero math or one of each. 
However, if they choose 
to take classes that are tai-
lored toward non-STEM 
majors, then one must be 
in chemistry, physics or bi-
ology and the other must 

be in computer science 
or math. While this may 
sound complicated at first 
glance, this requirement 
gives students greater flex-
ibility in their course selec-
tion. For economics at GW, 
both calculus and statistics 
are major requirements. At 
Georgetown, taking both of 
these classes would exempt 
me from taking a science 
at all because they are both 
math classes that are not al-
tered for non-STEM majors. 
Similarly, Wake Forest Uni-
versity requires two math 
or science classes as long as 
they are not in the same de-
partment.

CCAS should follow 
the example of the Elliott 
School, and Georgetown 
and Wake Forest universi-
ties by dropping their ad-
ditional science requirement 
so that students are only 
required to take one science 
with a lab. This will allow 
students to spend their time 
more wisely by taking more 
of the subjects they are pas-
sionate about and reduce 
redundancies in the GPAC 
curriculum.

—Kelly Skinner, a sophomore 
double-majoring in political 
science and economics, is a 

Hatchet opinions writer.

STAFF EDITORIAL

GW must re-evaluate 
safety procedures to 
prepare for an active 

shooter scenario

CCAS students shouldn’t be required to take 
two lab science courses

More than 400 people 
have been shot on school 
campuses since the devastat-
ing shooting in Sandy Hook 
Elementary School six years 
ago. But each person who has 
lost their life is more than just 
another tally to a tragic num-
ber. With each mass shooting, 
the conversation of gun con-
trol and the right to bear arms 
comes to the surface. About a 
week and a half ago, the con-
versation started again – but 
this time, the University must 
take action.

Seventeen teachers and 
students were killed by a 
student who came in with 
a gun at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School Feb. 
14 in Parkland, Fla. This un-
fortunately won’t be the last 
shooting at a school, and the 
University can no longer act 
as if any school is safe from 
the real possibility of a shoot-
ing.

Although there is little 
that GW – or any one school 
– can do to prevent people 

from being harmed in an ac-
tive shooter situation, the 
University must consider all 
the steps that we should take 
to protect ourselves. We must 
reevaluate the standards and 
expectations that we have in 
place to best protect students 
and staff. The University 
should start taking steps to 
accomplish this by inform-
ing students of what to do 
in emergencies, reevaluating 
campus security, reaching 
out to all students affected by 
tragedies and taking a stance 
to protect students across the 
country.

This can start by imple-
menting practices as simple 
as requiring professors to use 
a few minutes of the first class 
of the semester to discuss the 
best evacuation route in an 
emergency. Every building 
and classroom is different, 
and people can become con-
fused when panicked, so we 
should have this quick but es-
sential conversation early on.

GW must also acknowl-
edge that Foggy Bottom is 
unique. We are an urban and 
open campus where some-
one can easily walk off the 
Metro and into almost any of 
our buildings without need-
ing to tap in or show identi-
fication. As a result, it is time 
for administrators to decide 
what the University’s bound-
aries are going to be with the 
rise of shootings on campus-
es around the country.

Residence halls currently 
have differing levels of secu-
rity, which officials have said 
are determined by different 
factors like foot traffic, crime 
data and the size and loca-
tion of the buildings. If the 
University wants to establish 
uniform security throughout 
all campus housings, they 
should station a University 
Police Department officer in 
every residence hall to give 
students a better sense of 
safety.

There are other areas 
where GW should be reeval-
uating their security levels. 
All of our campus buildings 
are open to the public. Only 
the Milken Institute of Pub-
lic Health requires students 
and faculty to tap in with 
their GWorld, but visitors can 
still get in by showing iden-
tification and signing in. A 
decision to close off Univer-
sity spaces would be a radical 
one. It would affect business 
for dining vendors and likely 

attract complaints from stu-
dents too. But this is still an 
issue administrators should 
consider if safety is a prior-
ity for their student body. But 
that’s still not enough.

Although GW shouldn’t 
overlook any area where the 
school’s security and pre-
paredness can be improved, 
the only way to concretely 
prevent mass shootings is 
through gun control. GW al-
ready lobbies, albeit privately 
and – in recent years – only 
for local causes, though most 
of the details of their interests 
are unclear to the public. In 
light of these shootings on 
school campuses, GW should 
publicly lobby for gun con-
trol. Unless the University 
believes that it’s completely 
prepared to deal with an ac-
tive shooter on it’s campuses, 
they should have a vested 
interest in being a part of the 
conversation. Though there 
are political ramifications 
that GW would consider for 
taking such a public stance, it 

doesn’t need to be a political 
issue. The students affected 
by the shooting in Parkland 
– most of whom can’t even 
vote yet – are speaking up 
and demanding change that 
could prevent a future shoot-
ing from taking place. No 
school or university should 
wait until a tragedy becomes 
personal. This conversation 
should transcend party lines 
because, in the simplest sense, 
it’s about student safety.

Last week, the admis-
sions dean announced GW 
will back prospective stu-
dents who have faced dis-
cipline for participating in 
protests at their high schools. 
Students can join the activists 
from Parkland in the March 
for Our Lives on the National 
Mall March 24.

But we also must re-
member that the University 
is made up of students from 
all over the nation, includ-
ing from cities that have 
been affected by mass shoot-
ings. Last week, about 70 
students gathered for a vigil 
to remember the victims in 
Parkland, and some had a 
personal connection to them. 
It is important that someone 
from the University reaches 
out to these students after the 
shootings to help them move 
past it. Some resident advi-
sors and residential directors 
already keep track of where 
their students are from and 
reach out to them individu-
ally when this occurs, but 
that should be consistently 
happening across all RAs and 
residential directors. For stu-
dents affected by such trag-
edies, knowing that there are 
people at the University con-
cerned with their well-being 
can go a long way. Admin-
istrators should also consis-
tently reach out to students 
after national tragedies, like 
they did with students from 
Florida after Hurricane Irma 
hit last year. This prevents the 
University from giving off a 
false impression that they be-
lieve some students or areas 
matter more than others.

Three years ago, The 
Hatchet’s editorial board 
argued that the University 
must get serious about ac-
tive shooter prevention. Since 
then, no changes have been 
made. As difficult of a subject 
as this is, it is time for GW to 
think about how they will 
face gun violence going for-
ward.

In an age filled with fast 
food options and tight 
budgets, students often 

struggle to find both af-
fordable and healthy food 
options on and around cam-
pus. After an outcry from 
students complaining about 
inadequate dining dollars 
and food insecurity, officials 
recently announced a new 
meal plan that will be imple-
mented at the start of the 
next academic year. The new 
plan provides two options 
which are based on whether 
or not students are living in 
residence halls with in-unit 
kitchens, and both offer sig-
nificantly more money than 
the current plans. But these 
changes alone won’t spur 
healthier eating for students.

This plan should theo-
retically increase the likeli-
hood of healthier eating 
habits by providing stu-
dents more money to buy 
healthy groceries. But even 
though a student may have 
a kitchen – and be expected 
to buy more healthy grocer-
ies to cook healthy meals be-
cause of it – he or she may 
not know how to cook. Prior 
to entering college, my cook-
ing skills were – and still are 
– very limited. Although I 
may enjoy eating them, mi-
crowavable popcorn and ra-
men noodles don’t make for 
a healthy diet.

In light of the new din-
ing plan, the University 
should introduce a volun-
tary, but highly recommend-
ed, course taught by on-staff 
trained dietitians from the 
Colonial Health Center 
where students can learn 
how to cook healthier meals 
on a budget. A class cover-

ing healthy recipes, informa-
tion about portion control 
and how to budget led by a 
trained dietitian would help 
account for all of these prob-
lems. This one-time course 
should be offered at the start 
of every semester and ought 
to be open and free to every-
one. But it should be geared 
toward upperclassman stu-
dents transitioning to rooms 
in residence halls with in-
unit kitchens who can cook 
on a more regular basis.

The closest grocery 
stores – where students 
would need to buy un-
cooked items to make these 
healthier meals – like Whole 
Foods on campus and 
Trader Joe’s a few blocks off 
campus, are unreasonably 
priced. Cheaper options, 
like Safeway near the Mount 
Vernon Campus, are far 
away for the majority of stu-
dents. In response, this class 
ought to teach students how 
to budget for groceries on 
these new meal plans and 
utilize them in meal prepa-
ration. The class should 
discuss simple but varied 
healthy recipes that students 
can cook so students aren’t 
always cooking grilled 
chicken. Finally, the class 
should include information 
about how to calculate body 
mass index, or BMI, healthy 
calorie consumption and 
warning signs of eating dis-
orders.

While there is a nutri-
tion class offered by the 

Milken Institute School of 
Public Health, it’s a three-
credit course that would 
come out of students’ tu-
ition. A free one-time course 
that boils everything down 
to the basics would benefit 
more students.

In attempts to help 
students budget for food, 
the dining site currently 
has a section called “How 
Students Eat,” where you 
can see a mock week of 
where students spend 
their GWorld on an aver-
age week to stay within the 
former dining plan. How-
ever, a study done by GW 
Food Institute food found 
that these hypotheticals are 
far from healthy and don’t 
include the number of calo-
ries in each meal or the costs 
of groceries. For example, 
“Alex” skips a meal almost 
everyday and has meals that 
consist of nothing but “left-
over pizza.” No dietician 
would ever approve of this 
diet, and it comes nowhere 
close to meeting the federal 
standards for fruits, vegeta-
bles and grains.

If GW doesn’t want to 
offer a healthy eating course, 
then they must at least up-
date the dining website 
with a healthy mock sched-
ule created by the Univer-
sity that includes a balanced 
diet. However, a class would 
still be the best way to teach 
students how to cook, bud-
get and eat healthy, while 
the website should serve as 
another helpful supplemen-
tary source of information.

Although the new din-
ing plan is beneficial in pro-
viding students with more 
funds, it does not guarantee 

healthy lifestyles or provide 
resources for freshmen with-
out easy access to kitchens. 
Graduate students have 
also struggled with food 
insecurity, but this has not 
been addressed either. GW 
partners with more than 90 
restaurants where students 
can eat and pay for meals 
using their GWorld. But 
most of these places are fast 
food options and extremely 
unhealthy. Eight of the 90 
dining partners only serve 
pizza. driveEven the health-
iest dining partners do noth-
ing to help manage portion 
control. To increase prices 
and – by default – profits, 
most restaurants have huge 
portion sizes that often don’t 
include fresh fruits and veg-
etables. This can either en-
courage binge eating tactics 
or contribute to students 
developing eating disorders 
such as bulimia or anorexia. 
To address this, the afore-
mentioned course should 
teach students how to prop-
erly store leftovers and list 
healthy recipes with serving 
sizes for only one person.

Looking forward, Uni-
versity dining should use 
the implementation of this 
new dining plan to create a 
course to inform students 
with healthy recipes and 
how to budget. At a bare 
minimum, the website must 
be updated to discourage 
eating unhealthy foods and 
prevent eating disorders. 
This will help students not 
only eat enough, but eat 
healthy too.

—Colette Bruder,  a freshman 
majoring in international 

affairs, is a Hatchet opinions 
writer.

To alleviate food insecurity, GW should offer 
a class on cooking and eating on a budget

Kelly Skinner
Writer

Colette Bruder
Writer

As difficult of a subject as this is, 
it is time for GW to think about 
how they will face gun violence 
going forward.

“
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DIET CIG
Rock & Roll Hotel
Feb. 28 • $18
This duo from the New 
York DIY music scene is 
sure to bring attitude with 
their tunes.

KELELA
9:30 Club
March 1 • $30
The Washington-born musician 
will return to the District to 
perform her electronic R&B 
hits. 

ARTIST TALK: JANINE 
ANTONI
National Gallery of Art 
March 1 • Free
Watch an award-winning 
artist and sculptor give a 
lecture on her progress. 

THE

SCENE

Alumna Mariam Adil 
was sitting in a graduate de-
velopment economics class in 
2013 when she found herself 
zoning out of the lecture. But 
it turned out to be a produc-
tive daydream.

The classroom discussion 
centered around social issues 
in Kenya, and Adil’s pon-
dering launched an idea for 
a solution that is now used 
in smart phones across the 
globe: video games.

Adil is the founder of 
GRID, Gaming Revolution 
for Inspiring Development, 
a social venture that creates 
low-cost mobile games that 
are played by people around 
the world to change stereo-
types and serve as education-
al resources. Adil has released 
four games since she came up 
with the idea fi ve years ago 
and now has fi ve more games 
under development.

“When I was going to 
school, I realized that games 
can be used to train students 
and international develop-
ment professionals that work 
in the fi eld,” Adil said.

Using low-cost mobile 
games, Adil hopes to reach 
the “bottom billion” of the 
population that lives in pov-
erty, particularly in areas 
like Sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia. Adil’s games are 
free on the App Store for both 
iPhone and Android users. 
Two of the most popular are 
MoHiM and StereoWiped.

MoHiM is an app that 
aims to erase the stigma at-

tached to periods and is cur-
rently in the hands of thou-
sands of young girls in South 
Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Adil, who grew up in Paki-
stan, said many young girls 
in the country are forced to 
sleep outside of their homes 
in a “menstrual hut” when 
they are on their period, often 
feeling ashamed to even dis-
cuss the topic.

In the game, players ma-
neuver a pair of underwear 
to catch pads while avoid-
ing other falling objects that 
aren’t related to menstrual 
fl ow. Depending on the num-
ber of pads caught, the game 
rewards the player with a 
trivia question related to 
common menstrual myths, 
like “PMS is not real.”

Adil worked with UNI-
CEF Pakistan to spread the 
game through workshops 
where the group provides 
information on the topic 
and encourages attendees to 
download the game.

Mobile phones have be-
come cheap, even in extreme-
ly poor countries, so there is 
an opportunity to leverage 
the time people are spend-
ing on their phones to raise 
awareness about diff erent is-
sues, Adil said. Smartphones 

can cost as low as $20 in some 
countries, even in those lack-
ing proper sanitation.

“We are looking at a 
world where people have 
mobile phones, even if they 
don’t have toilets,” Adil said.

StereoWiped, which is a 
matching game that educates 
young people while they 
fl ip tiles to pair up stereo-
types, was downloaded by 

500 people in its fi rst month 
of launch last year. For each 
correctly matched stereotype, 
the game “wipes” the ste-
reotype. For example, if the 
player matches “I am a girl” 
with “I like pink,” the player 
is informed that two out of 
three girls actually prefer blue 
over pink.

“Addressing social issues 
should not be something that 
is boring,” she said. “Solving 
serious problems can be fun. 
And that’s something I want 
to do.”

Before graduating with 
a master’s degree in interna-
tional development studies 
in 2015, Adil worked with the 
Clinton Global Initiative to 
kickstart her project and won 
three awards for the idea at 
GW, including “Best Social 
Venture” prize at Business 
Plan Competition, the Knapp 

Fellowship for Entrepreneur-
ial Service-Learning and the 
Elliott School of International 
Aff airs’ Wilbur J. Carr Prize.

“Being at school gives you 
that comfortable room to fail 
and get up and be okay with 
it,” she said.

Adil’s two other games 
are Gumbers, which is in-
tended to make learning 
math fun, and Randomania, 
which takes policy makers 
through scenarios that could 
happen as a result of their 
decisions. The game has been 
played by more than 300 poli-
cymakers in workshops with 
the World Bank.

General video games 
can range from $100,000 to 
$500,000 to create, while pop-
ular games like Grand Theft 
Auto or Call of Duty can cost 
millions, she said. Adil low-
ers the cost of development 
by tapping on the tech talent 
available in Pakistan. As a 
non-profi t, the revenue is re-
invested in the company.

Adil is currently working 
with George Mason Univer-
sity on a new game that edu-
cates users on endometriosis, 
a painful disorder when the 
lining of the uterus grows on 
the outside. Adil said she is 
also working on games relat-
ed to climate change, student 
loans, fi nancial literacy and 
youth employment.

“I want to have many, 
many games, solve several 
diff erent problems and really 
become a pioneer in the use 
of games to inspire behavior 
change and to solve prob-
lems not only in the West but 
around the world,” she said.

Marijuana-gifting parties shift from large events 
to intimate gatherings

In a three-story walk up 
in Northwest D.C., a senior 
paid a $10 entrance fee to 
gain access to the second 
fl oor. After passing through 
security and climbing the 
stairs, they made their way 
to a closet-sized room con-
sisting of three tables with 
vendors laying out their 
wares: marijuana nuggets in 
mason jars, wax cartridges 
and pens.

The event was one of 
the many gifting pop-ups in 
D.C., where vendors set up 
shop and gift free marijuana 
in exchange for an item of 
the drug’s value.

In the wake of increased 
arrests by the Metropolitan 
Police Department for dis-
tributing marijuana in recent 
months, the events that once 
had prominence in the Dis-
trict have died down. Busi-
ness owners and attendees of 
the events said they’ve seen 
stricter enforcement of poli-
cies shutting down parties 
and are now left determining 
how they’ll shift their activi-
ties to comply with the law.

The senior studying bio-
medical engineering, who 

spoke under the condition of 
anonymity without expos-
ing them to any legal rami-
fi cations, said it didn’t take 
long after searching for mari-
juana events in the District to 
fi nd it, but when he arrived 
the address looked like every 
other house on the block. 

Inside, all the inventory 
was stored behind tables 
in black garbage or grocery 
bags, and attendees were 
asked to “donate” to an ob-
ject like a baseball card or a 
pair of socks, he said. With 
the item was a gift of a pre-
rolled joint for $10 and a clip 
used for bags of chips. With 
three-for-one deals on edi-
bles for $25 enticing him to 
buy more.

He said he spent $220 
in total but vendors were 
quick to correct him when 
he asked to pay for the mari-
juana products.

“I said that to three dif-
ferent people, and they each 
corrected me saying, ‘Oh no, 
you’re giving me a donation 
and we’re giving you gifts,’” 
he said. “They were defi -
nitely very careful with their 
vocabulary.”

Rachel Reid, an MPD 
spokesperson, said under 
Initiative 71 that went into 
eff ect in February 2015, that 

it remains illegal for anyone 
to possess more than two 
ounces of marijuana, smoke 
or consume the drug in 
public space or transfer any 
amount for remuneration.

“We continue to hear 
from residents, businesses 
and members of the Council 
concerned about marijuana 

parties with potentially il-
legal activity being held at 
various establishments and 
residences throughout the 
city,” she said. “MPD’s job is 
to enforce the law, and we’ll 
continue to work with our 
regulatory partners to do so.”

Joe Tierney, who runs the 
website Gentlemen Toker 

and reviews marijuana de-
livery services, said he ex-
pects that “fl aunting” estab-
lishments – which currently 
host parties downtown with 
a line of about 50 people 
winding out the door – to 
be phased out. Tierney said 
he expects a rise of smaller 
cannabis-themed yoga or 

art parties, where the main 
draw isn’t just marijuana 
consumption.

Tierney said the pop-ups 
have already returned “back 
to the basements and back-
yards” like they were before 
soaring popularity spread 
them to more open venues 
like bars and restaurants. 
Prior to events being hyped 
on social media, the scene 
would consist of about two 
vendors gifting and a few 
chairs around a small venue, 
along with plenty of small 
talk and a tight-knit social 
circle, he added.

“That kind of went 
away as the events became 
more professional,” he said. 
“There was less of a commu-
nity sense involved.”

Nikolas Schiller, co-
founder of the marijuana 
legalization advocacy group 
DCMJ, said even businesses 
and pop-ups who claim to be 
Initiative 71-compliant have 
a misunderstanding of the 
current law, as gifting is not 
a purely charitable exchange 
and some value in the deal 
has to account for the plant.

“There’s a lot of busi-
nesses that are operating in a 
very gray area in regards to 
what they think is lawful,” 
he said.

OLIVIA ANDERSON | PHOTO EDITOR
Vendors set up shop and gift free marijuana in exchange for a miscellaneous item of the 
drug’s value at gifting pop-ups around D.C.

MATT DYNES
CONTRIBUTING CULTURE 
EDITOR

Alumna 
creates 

educational 
video games 
with global 

reach

SAMANTHA KRAMER 
REPORTER

Addressing social issues should not 
be something that is boring. Solving 
serious problems can be fun. And 
that’s something I want to do.
MARIAM ADIL
FOUNDER, GAMING REVOLUTION FOR INSPIRING DEVELOPMENT
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Just days after men’s 
swimming and diving took 
home the first-place trophy 
at the Atlantic 10 Champion-
ships, a trio of divers were 
back on the boards to prepare 
for a national competition.

Junior Jake Ortiz and 
freshmen Peter Nachtwey 
and Nick Tomczyk will 
compete in the NCAA Div-
ing Zone A Championships 
from March 5 to 7 after earn-
ing qualifying scores earlier 
in the season. They said new 
talent on the team has pushed 
all three to be more competi-
tive and grab higher scores 
this year.

Earlier this month, GW 
captured its second straight 
A-10 title. Head diving coach 
Anthony Crowder said their 
performance at the A-10s was 
close to the level he wants the 
program to be at for Zones.

“I think the important 
thing I saw was the resilience 
from them,” Crowder said. 
“We were able to move along 
with our list and our dives 

and stay in the game and fo-
cus on the bigger picture.”

The divers helped the 
program rack up points in the 
conference tournament, com-
bining for a total of 44 points 
toward the Colonials’ final 
score. At last year’s champi-
onships, their contribution 
was only 11 points.

Nachtwey  earned two sil-
ver medals in his A-10 Cham-
pionship debut, posting a 
298.75 on the 1-meter board 
and 353.55 on the 3-meter.

“That was the best meet 
I’ve ever had,” Nachtwey 
said. “I can really learn from 
it and take those experiences 
from A-10 and transfer them 
to Zones.”

Crowder said training has 
been more focused on fine-
tuning rather than practicing 
full dives after a physically 
and emotionally taxing week 
at A-10s.

“It’s really a process of 
getting everything right 
where we want it so we can 
put the whole puzzle togeth-
er,” Crowder said.

Throughout the sea-
son, it was not uncommon 

for Nachtwey and Ortiz to 
compete for the top spot on 
the podium in dual meets. 
The Colonials swept the po-
dium in their Oct. 21 meet 
against Boston College, with 
Nachtwey, Ortiz and Tomc-
zyk going 1-2-3 respectively 
in the 3-meter board.

Ortiz said competitions 
between the divers at prac-
tice have contributed to 
the overall improvement 
of the program. Both Ortiz 
and Nachtwey have broken 
program records this sea-
son, with Ortiz 330.67 on 
the 1-meter and Nachtwey 
362.63 on the 3-meter.

Despite the contin-
ued rivalry, Tomczyk said 
Crowder’s coaching style has 
had an impact on his devel-
opment.

“I think having a small 
program gets a better con-
nection with my teammates 
and with Anthony,” Tomczyk 
said. 

As the lone upperclass-
man of the squad, Ortiz qual-
ified for Zones for the first 
time in his collegiate diving 
career last season. He placed 

24th on the 1-meter and 35th 
on the 3-meter, and set a pro-
gram record of 212.35 points 
in his 19th place finish on 
platform.

He said his focus during 
the next week is to tune out 

his competitors and focus on 
the intricacies of his dives. 
Nachtwey said the newcom-
ers have a similar attitude 
and are hoping for their best 
result of the season rather 
than a spot on the podium.

“I’m really just trying to 
build upon what I did at A-
10s,” Nachtwey said. “I hon-
estly have no idea what to ex-
pect, so I just want to be able 
to be happy with the dives I 
put down.”
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CRUNCH

Number of additional goals lacrosse has scored so far this season 
compared to the same time last year.

BASEBALL 
vs. Monmouth 
Friday to Sunday
Baseball plays its first home series 
of the season against the Monmouth 
Hawks this weekend. The Colonials 
are now 1–5 on the year.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. Fordham
7 p.m. Wednesday
Men’s basketball hosts the Rams in 
the Colonials’ final home game of 
the season.

13

THE GAMES OF THE WEEK

MADDIE RUNDLETT 
STAFF WRITER

Men’s divers use internal competition to improve at national level

HADLEY CHITTUM | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER 
Junior Jake Ortiz prepares to dive during a practice at the Smith Center last week. 
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A PETA exposé of one of outerwear retailer
Canada Goose’s down suppliers shows terrified

geese herded into pens, causing them to trample 
and crush each other in panic, grabbed by the neck—
sometimes four at a time—and packed into cramped 

crates for transport to slaughter. The company’s 
fur trim comes from coyotes who are caught in 

excruciatingly painful steel traps and then shot or 
bludgeoned to death. Yet it claims that its down and 

fur are “ethically sourced” and “humane.”

If you believe that you were fooled
by Canada Goose’s representations,

please contact us at
CanadaGoose@peta.org.

You might be entitled to a payout. 

Trapped,
Trampled,

and
Killed

Yet Canada Goose Claims
Its Sourcing Is “Ethical.”
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Women’s basketball to host first tournament game in five years

For the first time in five 
years, women’s basketball 
failed to secure a bye through 
the first round of the Atlantic 
10 tournament.

As the No. 5 seed, the Co-
lonials (15-13, 10-6 A-10) will 
host No. 12 La Salle at the 
Smith Center Tuesday night. 
The game’s winner will head 
to Richmond, Va. Friday for 
the remainder of the bracket.

Head coach Jennifer Riz-
zotti said GW’s recent mo-
mentum and growth since the 
beginning of the season has set 
the team up for a competitive 
showing in the postseason.

The Colonials won six of 
their final eight games of the 
season and defeated five con-
ference teams by single digits, 
but lost to Richmond 49–36 in 
their last regular season con-
test Saturday. 

“I’d rather be off today 
than next week, so got to put 
this one behind us and get 

ourselves ready and continue 
to work hard the way we 
have this last month,” Rizzot-

ti said after Saturday’s game. 
GW’s offense struggled 

against the Spiders to get to 

the basket at a high rate or 
sink distance shots. The Co-
lonials shot just 3-for-17 from 

three-point range and scored 
a season-low 36 points on the 
game. 

Senior guard Camila 
Tapias said she and her team-
mates recognized that the dif-
ficulties could not continue 
into the playoffs and that 
there are areas that should be 
improved immediately.

The loss was GW’s first 
regular season-ending defeat 
in the past six years.

Although senior guard 
Brianna Cummings said she 
was disappointed to lose on 
Senior Day, she added that 
she and the other three play-
ers in their final year are more 
concerned with finishing 
their careers off with wins in 
the conference tournament.

“We’re all going to lay 
everything out on the line,” 
Cummings said. “I think in 
these last few games, given 
everything we have, I’m just 
excited to add to the tradition 
of the program.”

To reach a hosting posi-
tion, the Colonials overcame 

a 3-7 start to the season, in-
cluding a four-game losing 
streak in December. They also 
started conference play with 
a 4-4 record, with more con-
ference losses in the opening 
eight games than in any of the 
previous three years.

GW relied heavily on its 
freshman to play significant 
minutes in a lineup that was 
not that deep. Freshman for-
ward Neila Luma leads the 
freshmen with 6.6 points per 
game and a team-high 6.7 re-
bounds per game. She has de-
veloped into a crucial mem-
ber of GW’s starting lineup, 
providing an inside presence 
when Prange handles the 
ball on the perimeter or gets 
subbed out.

If GW wins Tuesday, Riz-
zotti’s squad will face off 
against the winner of George 
Mason and St. Bonaventure, 
who also match up Tuesday 
night. The Colonials defeated 
the Patriots twice during the 
year and the Bonnies once 
this month.

MATT CULLEN 
SPORTS EDITOR

ARIELLE BADER | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER 
Senior Kelli Prange searches for an open teammate during a women’s basketball game against 
Richmond Saturday.

Men’s squash 
sweeps weekend, 
wins Hoehn Cup

Men’s squash won the 
College Squash Association 
Hoehn Cup (B-Division) for 
the first time in program 
history, taking down the 
Yale Bulldogs Sunday after-
noon.

With the win in Hart-
ford, Conn., the Colonials 
(16-6) also achieved a No. 9 
ranking of CSA – the high-
est in program history.

Head coach Wendy 
Lawrence said the week-
end’s performance was 
“remarkable” because there 
were no weak links up and 
down the GW lineup.

“I have never seen 10 
guys all come out and all 
perform at the very best I 
have seen them all year, all 
at once,” Lawrence said. 
“They all peaked at the 
same time at Nationals.”

The only other squash 
championship victory was 
in the 2011-12 season when 
GW brought the Summers 
Cup (C-Division) back to 
Foggy Bottom.

The Colonials defeated 
the Bulldogs 6–3 after a 
victory-clinching win from 
junior Julian Jervis at the 
No. 7 spot. 

In January, GW lost to 
Yale 7–2 to snap its five-
game winning streak on the 
road. Entering the match-
up, the Colonials thought it 
would be a difficult contest 
because, aside from recent 
results, Yale has been one of 
the nation’s top few teams 

over the past couple years.
“We were a little con-

cerned, but with our phi-
losophy that upsets happen 
every day,” Lawrence said. 
“We went in there thinking 
we had nothing to lose.”

The contest against Yale 
was the first time GW had 
reached the finals of the 
Hoehn Cup.

To reach the finals, the 
Colonials defeated Cor-
nell on Friday and West-
ern Ontario Saturday. The 
Big Red were the squad 
that bounced GW from the 
tournament last year in the 
semi-finals.

After splitting the first 
two sets, the Colonials de-
feated Cornell 7–2 with 
wins in spots No. 3 to No. 9.

On Saturday, Western 
Ontario did not win any 
matches as GW swept the 
night 9–0. The top three Co-
lonials players  each won all 
games in their matchups.

Despite the clear result, 
Lawrence said the game 
against the Canadian school 
was a big question mark for 
the Colonials because they 
did not know what to ex-
pect from the players.

Next weekend, the Co-
lonials will host the CSA 
Individual Championships 
for the first time in program 
history.

Abdel-Maksoud will 
serve as the automatic bid 
to the tournament, but 
Lawrence said she expects 
at least three to four mem-
bers of her men’s roster to 
compete in the event.
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